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Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Superintendent Monica Merritt talks in her office Nov. 2. Merritt was named 2023 
Superintendent of the Year by the Michigan Association of Superintendents and Administrators.
LAURA COLVIN/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Plymouth-Canton superintendent 
talks diversity, equity and inclusion
Laura Colvin
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The superintendent's office at Ply­
mouth-Canton Community Schools 
filled with congratulatory flowers and 
cards after Monica Merritt was named 
2023 Superintendent of the Year by the

Michigan Association of Superinten­
dents & Administrators.

The news came in a surprise an­
nouncement during the district's Oct. 
25 board of education meeting.

“I wasn’t expecting it,” said Merritt, 
noting she realized something was up 
when familiar faces began populating 
the audience partway through the meet­

ing. ‘As my family started coming in, I 
started to cry. I was shaking. I can’t 
even describe the pride, the surprise, 
the gratitude, the excitement, all 
wrapped into one.”

The award is presented annually to 
a superintendent who has shown

See SUPERINTENDENT, Page 3A

Livonia council 
could decide fate of 
nondiscrimination 
law in December
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The fate of a proposed nondiscrimi­
nation law in Livonia will be decided 
next month.

Councilman Brandon McCullough 
gave a first reading of the proposal 
during Monday’s meeting, and it will 
be up for a final vote during council’s 
Dec. 5 regular meeting. Council could 
approve the proposal, deny it or send it 
back to the drawing board in commit­
tee.

“This administration stands ready 
to continue conversations and con­
tinue welcoming your contributions to 
this ordinance,” Mayor Maureen Miller 
Brosnan told council Monday.

Brosnan first proposed the ordi­
nance in June 2021. The city’s current 
ordinances — last updated in 1982 — 
provide some protections to individ­
uals for religion, race and disability re­
garding housing and employment. 
Brosnan’s proposal took the city's ex­
isting policies and combined them into 
a single law while adding age, sex, ap­
pearance and sexual orientation pro­
tections. The proposal also includes 
grounds to prosecute those who inten­
tionally make a false claim.

The mayor urged council to see the 
benefits of her proposal. A majority of 
council has expressed skepticism of 
the law.

“I think, as a group of elected lead­
ers, we have more in common than we 
think we do in regard to this,” she said.

Supporters of the law include 
PFLAG Livonia, MASCO, NYX, Madon­
na University and the Livonia Police 
Department. Representatives from 
some of those groups spoke Monday to 
the benefits they think the law would 
have for businesses.

See LAW, Page 3A

Plans to open sports bar in Northville Twp. return 3 years later
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

After sitting vacant for years, it ap­
pears plans to bring life back to the for­
mer Brarm’s Steakhouse in Northville 
Township are coming to fruition.

It’s been several years since Art and 
Jake’s sports bar announced its inten­
tions to locate a new restaurant at 39715 
Six Mile. Announced before the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic, the restaurant has 
since sat vacant with weeds growing on 
the property and other issues.

But after several years, plans con­

tinue to move forward to renovate the 
building and reopen the space as a res­
taurant. Design plans were reviewed by 
the Northville Township Planning Com­
mission at its Oct. 25 meeting, with 
commissioners expressing approval for 
the plans to renovate the building.

Originally, plans called for the cur­

rent building to look completely differ­
ent, said Jennifer Frey, township plan­
ner. Now, the bar owners plan to reno­
vate the current building and make im­
provements to what is already on site, 
something needed given the current

See SPORTS BAR, Page 3A
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Farmington 
Hills doctor 
charged with 
17 counts 
of sexual 
misconduct
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington Hills police arrested a 
local doctor for alleged sexual abuse 
Nov. 10.

The accused, Dr. Zri Levran, is al­
ready being investigated for sexual 
misconduct from accusations brought 
forward in October.

Levran has a urology practice in 
West Bloomfield and has provided 
medical services to youth and school 
hockey organizations — including 
those in Farmington and Novi — in 
Michigan and Minnesota for about 20 
years.

In October, county prosecutors 
charged Levran with four counts of 
third degree criminal sexual conduct 
and three counts of fourth degree sex­
ual misconduct.

The new charges, brought by pa­
tients following the doctor’s previous 
arrest, include one count of second de­
gree criminal sexual conduct, one 
count of third degree criminal sexual 
conduct and eight counts of fourth de­
gree criminal sexual conduct.

Levran is accused of abusing pa­
tients at his home office, not at his 
practice in West Bloomfield.

All of his accusers are connected to 
youth hockey programs, and the first 
to come forward was a 19-year-old 
man.

The doctor was arraigned at the 
47th District Court in Farmington Hills 
late Friday morning and was proc­
essed into the Oakland County Jail Fri­
day. Magistrate Matthew Friedrich set 
bond at $1 million cash.

If released on bond, Levran will be 
unable to live his home outside of go­
ing to work and will not be allowed to 
treat patients without supervision. As 
of Sunday afternoon, he was still listed 
as incarcerated.

A probable cause conference will 
take place 9:30 a.m. Dec. 7.

Farmington Hills police are asking 
anyone with information or knowl­
edge of more assault survivors should 
call 248-871-2610.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

A Farmington Hills doctor is being 
charged with sexual misconduct in 
connection with youth hockey 
organizations.
GARY LLOYD MCCULLOUGH/FOR THE ICEMEN
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Democrats make history 
with leadership picks

Sen. Winnie Brinks, D-Grand Rapids, speaks with the media after she was elected Senate majority leader. She will be the 
first woman to hold the post, dave boucher/detroit free press

Woman, Black man will lead Senate, House for first time
Dave Boucher
Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

Michigan Democrats made history 
again Thursday with the elected offi­
cials they chose to lead the state Sen­
ate and House, lawmakers’ first big 
moves following the takeover of both 
legislative chambers in the midterm 
election.

Senate Democrats chose state Sen. 
Winnie Brinks, D-Grand Rapids, as the 
new Senate majority leader. Brinks is 
the first woman in Michigan’s history 
to serve in the leadership role. Later 
Wednesday, House Democrats picked 
state Rep. Joe Tate, D-Detroit, as the 
new House speaker. He’ll be the first 
Black man to lead the chamber when 
he officially takes over in January.

“It’s historic. It’s a great opportuni­
ty, but also a great responsibility,” Tate 
said, after emerging as the speaker- 
elect following a nearly three-hour 
meeting of the House Democrats.

“I’m going to bring my experiences 
... this House is for the entire state of 
Michigan, so making sure that we are 
doing things that are going to improve 
the quality of life for people.”

Buoyed by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, 
supporters of an amendment to in­
clude abortion rights in the state con­
stitution and fairer legislative dis­
tricts, Democrats won slim majorities 
in the House and Senate this week.

Whitmer congratulated both new 
leaders late Thursday, noting what 
their elections mean in the history of 
the state.

“I am so excited to work with my 
friends Majority Leader Brinks and 
Speaker Tate to get things done on the 
fundamental issues,” Whitmer said.

“Both incredible leaders will make 
history — Senate Majority Leader 
Brinks as the first woman ever to hold 
that position and Speaker Tate as the 
first Black Michigander ever to be 
elected speaker in our 185-year history. 
And both are committed to putting 
families first and moving Michigan 
forward. I know they will work with 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
get things done.”

It marks the first time Democrats 
will control the governor’s mansion 
and both legislative chambers since 
1983, a power shift the leaders don’t 
plan to relinquish any time soon.

“We’re going to pull up our lists, 
we’re going to compare, we’re going to 
talk to the House and we’re going to 
talk to the governor’s office, and we’re 
going to put together a list of things 
that puts the people of Michigan first,”

Brinks said.
“I feel very prepared to lead, having 

watched a number of leaders in the past 
- both minority and majority - and I’m 
ready to bring the full power of that ex­
perience to serve the people of Michi­
gan.”

The Democratic power shift puts an 
unprecedented number of women in 
power. In addition to Whitmer, Secre­
tary of State Jocelyn Benson and Attor­
ney General Dana Nessel won reelec­
tion. In the House, 33 of the 56-member 
Democratic caucus are women. In the 
Senate, 12 of the 20 Democrats are 
women, as Brinks noted in a news re­
lease announcing her leadership win.

“It’s been hundreds of years that men 
have been in charge and it’s high time 
that women are having a seat at the ta­
ble, and in Michigan we have lots of 
seats at the table,” Brinks said.

Brinks, 54, leads the 20-member 
Senate Democratic caucus after trounc­
ing her GOP challenger, state Rep. Tom­
my Brann, R-Wyoming, in the midterm. 
This will be her second term in the state 
Senate, following three terms in the 
state House. When she won her House 
seat in 2012, she was the first woman to 
represent Grand Rapids in the state Leg­
islature in nearly a century.

Before serving in the Legislature she 
worked for a nonprofit employee sup­
port organization. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in Spanish from Calvin College. 
A native of Mt. Vernon, Washington, 
she’s married and has three daughters.

“I’m a very collaborative leader. I like 
to have a lot of high-quality voices in the 
room, I like to listen to them, I want to 
hear what people have to say. And I real­
ly value all the experiences our caucus 
members bring,” Brinks said.

“I’m still learning about some of our 
new members and the depth of their re­
sumes, but I’m confident we have a fan­
tastic group.”

Tate, 41, enters his third term in the 
state House. Before entering politics, he 
starred on the Michigan State Univer­
sity football team and briefly played the 
sport in Europe. After the end of his 
football career, he joined the U.S. Ma­
rines, deploying twice to Afghanistan, 
according to his legislative biography.

“I grew up in team environments in 
athletics and the military, and that’s go­
ing to be my approach. We’re going to 
look at consensus building from the get- 
go, but also we are going to make sure 
that we are marrying and bringing an 
understanding of our constituents’ val­
ues to the table,” he said.

He’ll be the first House speaker from 
Detroit since Curtis Hertel Sr. led the 
chamber in 1997 and 1998. Current

House Democratic Leader Donna Lasin- 
ski, a Scio Township Democrat who’s 
leaving due to term limits, gushed about 
Tate and what his ascension means for 
the state.

“For over 200 years, the halls of the 
speaker’s library are rimmed with pho­
tos of white men. For us to take majority, 
to represent the state of Michigan, we 
have to look like the diversity of Michi­
gan,” she said late Thursday.

“And when you look at Joe’s incred­
ible background ... he is a man who al­
ways puts others first and who believes, 
to his core, in the democratic values.”

It’s a joyous day for outgoing Senate 
Minority Leader Jim Ananich, D-Flint, 
and fellow longtime legislator state Sen. 
Curtis Hertel, D-East Lansing. The pair 
talked about the efforts they’ve put in 
over the years to increase Democratic 
strength in the upper chamber, and how 
they think the party is prepared to keep 
power by acting on policies that help 
people.

“I think (Brinks) is going to do great. I 
think she’s decisive, she’s a person who 
wants to get everyone’s opinions and 
make sure everyone’s voice is heard. 
She knows that she’s got a diverse cau­
cus and she’s going to make sure every­
one of them have, to be best of her abil­
ity, their priorities met by the time the 
term’s over,” Ananich said.

Senate Republicans picked Sen. Aric 
Nesbitt, R-Lawton, as the minority lead­
er. A former lottery commissioner under 
then-Gov. Rick Snyder, Nesbitt praised 
the strength of his GOP caucus.

“I’m looking forward to serving with 
all of them as we continue to try to ad­
vocate for our common sense conserva­
tive values of empowering individuals 
over the state, helping entrepreneurs 
and small-business owners prosper and 
grow here in the state and trying to stop 
the most excessive left-wing activism 
that the governor may try to push and 
the new Democratic majority may try to 
push,” he said.

In the House, Republicans chose 
state Rep. Matt Hall, R-Comstock Town­
ship, as minority leader. The third-term 
lawmaker led a powerful tax committee 
last session and helmed the Oversight 
Committee; its hearings after the 2020 
presidential election garnered national 
attention after Trump-affiliated attor­
ney Rudy Giuliani and others testified.

“We are willing to work with the gov­
ernor when she is moving in the right di­
rection, but we’ll fight like hell when she 
pursues policies that threaten Michigan 
families or our local economy,” Hall said 
in a statement.

The new legislative session starts in 
mid-January.

* yJ



A rendering of the proposed completed work of the Art and Jake’s restaurant planned on Six Mile west of Haggerty.
COURTESY OF NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP

Sports bar
Continued from Page 1A

status of the building, Frey said.
“There’s really been nothing done to 

it,” she said. “Much of the plant material 
is past its prime and past its shelf life.”

Art and Jake’s is a chain of sports 
bars that has locations in Clarkston, 
Shelby Township, Washington Town­

ship, Sterling Heights and Newnan, 
Georgia. It serves up dishes such as sal­
ads, chicken wings, sandwiches, bur­
gers and more. Its owner told Home­
town Life in 2020 that food is the main 
focus of the restaurant and menu items 
would rotate regularly.

There was no word on when work 
could begin at the site, or when the res­
taurant could open. Several messages 
sent to the company seeking more infor­
mation were not returned.

Planning commission chairman 
Matthew Wilk said he believed the 
new designs would complement other 
buildings in the area well with the 
building materials, including the Mc­
Donald’s next door.

“It fits the character of it,” he said. 
“It’s a good fit, I think, in my opinion.”

Contact reporter David Veselenak 
at dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 
734-678-6728. Follow him on Twitter 
@davidveselenak.

“I think, as a group of 
elected leaders, we 
have more in common 
than we think we do in 
regard to this.”
Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan

Law
Continued from Page 1A

Nearby communities like Westland, 
Farmington Hills and Canton Town­
ship have similar laws on the books. 
Brosnan worked with Livonia’s human 
relations commission to create her 
proposal, and her office also reviewed 
a citizen-created version of the ordi­
nance.

Residents spoke Monday urging 
council to adopt the proposal.

“I couldn’t believe that Livonia 
didn’t already have a nondiscrimina­
tion ordinance,” said Jennifer Teede, a 
resident who moved to the city roughly 
a year ago. “I’m here tonight to speak in 
favor of a nondiscrimination order ... 
This came from the community, and 
the community’s voice is still impor­
tant in the final version.”

Two residents also spoke against 
the proposal, suggesting the city’s cur­
rent laws are sufficient.

“To me, this is just trying to make 
the city more ‘woke,’ which we don’t 
need,” resident Dave Martin said.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley 
at stankersle@hometownlife.com or 
248-305-0448. Follow her on Twitter 
@shelby_tankk.

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Superintendent Monica Merritt, center, 
poses with the district’s board of education members after Merritt was named 
2023 Superintendent of the Year, courtesy of plymouth-canton schools

Superintendent
Continued from Page 1A

“tremendous effort and dedication to 
enriching the lives of students and the 
community.” The winner is selected 
from a pool of nominees by a panel rep­
resenting education stakeholders from 
across Michigan.

“We talk about how it takes a village,” 
Merritt said. “Looking at this recogni­
tion, I,say this is an honor for all of us; 
this is not just Monica Merritt, this is for 
the PCCS team that’s worked so hard to 
create this environment. To have that 
external validation to say we’re excel­
ling in our mission and vision is so grat­
ifying.”

As the 2023 MASA Superintendent 
of the Year honoree, Merritt is in the 
running for the National Superinten­
dent of the Year award from the Amer­
ican Association of School Administra­
tors. The organization will convene a 
Blue-Ribbon Selection Committee to se­
lect four national finalists, who will par­
ticipate in a national briefing and inter­
views in January. The National Superin­
tendent of the Year winner will be an­
nounced in February.

A return to normalcy in the 
classroom, with changes

Appointed superintendent in 2015, 
Merritt calls herself the lead learner in 
the Plymouth-Canton district, which, 
with approximately 16,300 students, is 
currently the fifth largest of 537 public 
school districts across Michigan.

After several difficult years during 
the pandemic, things are beginning to 
feel a little more ordinary in the 15 ele­
mentary schools, five middle schools 
and three high schools that make up the 
district.

“I can honestly say we are feeling a 
sense of normalcy that we haven’t felt in 
a few years and it’s really good to see our 
students’ smiling faces and to be able to 
have our families back in the buildings,” 
Merritt said. “Our staff has worked hard 
over the past few years; they work hard 
all the time, but so many extra things 
have been expected out of them recent­
ly, so it’s good being able to get back into 
the rhythm of school.”

But that’s not to say things are the 
same as they were pre-pandemic. Addi­
tional federal and state dollars allocated 
over the past few years have allowed the 
district, in part, to provide an additional 
nurses, counselors, behavior specialists 
and student support coordinators 
through the newly created Department 
of Student and Family Engagement.

In other words, more trained adults 
are now in place to address the social 
emotional needs of students, a need 
that has emerged as more important 
than ever in the past few years.

“We all understood we were going 
through a pandemic, but we were not

really understanding the impacts for 
years to come,” Merritt said, noting staff 
saw - and continues to see - everything 
from behavior and development issues 
to anxiety and depression in students of 
all ages.

Helpful at the high school level, she 
said, is the addition of the new extended 
support advisory block, where students 
split into small groups twice a week to 
check in with an adult. This time allows 
students to catch on homework, receive 
additional help or get support with so­
cial emotional issues. Meanwhile, the 
district’s K-8 program is also utilizing 
additional resources, with student sup­
port specialists in place to help stu­
dents.

This increased emphasis on social 
emotional learning, Merritt said, is part 
of the district’s core philosophy of edu­
cating the whole child.

“You definitely can’t look at (social 
emotional learning) in isolation,” she 
said. “It does not replace academics. We 
don’t do this instead of English, math, 
social studies, science. We still have an 
expectation to teach our standards, to 
teach our curriculum, to make sure our 
students have what they need to 
achieve and move forward.

“But if that child is hungry, if that 
child is dealing with something social- 
emotionally or psychologically that is 
preventing them from succeeding, we 
need to be able to help address those 
needs so they are fully present in the 
classroom”

Diversity, equity and inclusion 
more than race or ethnicity

Merritt is also known for her dedica­
tion to diversity, equity and inclusion, 
commonly known by the acronym DEI.

That, she said, means creating a school 
community where every student feels 
welcome, included and able to see 
themselves reflected in the educational 
materials they consume and the staff in 
their buildings.

“I think whenever people hear DEI 
they think about race and ethnicity, but 
diversity is so much broader than that,” 
Merritt said. “As a cornerstone of the 
community, we are here to embrace all 
students, with no exceptions. They have 
a right to feel welcomed and have what 
they need and that’s a priority of our 
district.

“There’s a lot going around in our 
community and misunderstandings of 
things that we’re teaching,” she added. 
“You hear this rhetoric right now, but for 
us that’s not teaching. It’s embracing 
and welcoming all the students in our 
community.”

It also means ensuring district staff 
and teachers are highly qualified, but 
also of diverse backgrounds.

Merritt is also no stranger to divisive 
topics, especially over the past few 
years.

“We’ve seen so many topics divide 
our community, and that has been very 
difficult,” she said. “It’s important for us 
as educators to keep our eye on our goal 
of students and our mission and our vi­
sion. We’ve said it before: we’re not epi­
demiologists, we’re not politicians. 
We’ve tried to stay the course because 
we educate all kids. That’s what we do.

Merritt was nominated for the award 
by Beth Rayl, chief academic officer at 
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 
and Diane Robertson, Merritt’s execu­
tive assistant.

“Superintendent Merritt is a special, 
one-of-a-kind leader - she is devoted, 
hard-working, and gracious,” said Rob­

ertson. “Despite the pressure and nev­
er-ending responsibilities of her role, 
she still has a booming, infectious laugh 
that makes anyone within earshot 
smile.”

Under Merritt’s leadership, Ply- 
mouth-Canton Community Schools has 
been recognized with the NASRO Safe 
School Award, several National Blue 
Ribbon School awards, Michigan 
Schools to Watch, and U.S. News and 
World Report’s Best Schools Ranking 
List.

Merritt is the daughter of Herman 
Boone - football coach at TC Williams 
High School in Alexandria, Virginia., 
whose story was portrayed in the Dis­
ney movie “Remember the Titans.”

“When she first became superinten­
dent, my oldest daughter kept saying, 
‘It’s Coach Boone’s daughter,”’ said Lat- 
isha Thomas, principal at Field Elemen­
tary, noting all three of her daughters 
graduated from Plymouth-Canton. She 
was excited because remember the Ti­
tans was her favorite movie.”

Celebrity moments aside, Thomas 
said she admires Merritt in her current 
role.

“Even when I first met her, I felt em­
braced by her warmth and understand­
ing that we are in this together,” she 
said. “Any conversations I’ve had, I al­
ways feel heard. She’s always wanting 
to hear honestly from (staff) what our 
thoughts are, and she really listens. 
When you talk with her, you feel like 
you’re the only person in the room.

“She is inspiring. I feel very grateful 
to work with and for Dr. Merritt.”

“This is an extremely well-deserved 
honor,” said West Middle School Princi­
pal Clint Smiley, who works with Merritt 
in several capacities. “She always has 
the best interests of the Plymouth Can­
ton community in mind. She is a part of 
the community herself. She’s very 
thoughtful about what’s best for kids 
and she’s always accessible and under­
standing.

“And always positive,” he added.
Merritt will be formally recognized 

during MASA’s 2023 Midwinter Confer­
ence in Kalamazoo this January. A 
$1,000 student scholarship will also be 
donated by the award sponsor, Michi­
gan Virtual, to Plymouth-Canton Com­
munity Schools in her honor.

Outside of her work in the district, 
Merritt is an active volunteer. She has 
been a member of numerous state and 
local organizations, including MASA, 
the Michigan Association of African 
American Superintendents, Metro Bu­
reau Association, Wayne County School 
Superintendent Association, K-12 Alli­
ance, Rotary Club of Plymouth, Ply­
mouth Chamber of Commerce, Canton 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Educa­
tional Excellence Foundation Board of 
Directors.

Contact reporter Laura Colvin at 
lcolvin@hometownlife.com or 248-221- 
8143.



ANALYSIS

Past election results predicted Democrats’ control
Clara Hendrickson
Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

Redistricting entails making predic­
tions about future elections based on 
what has happened in the past. Last 
week’s midterm election suggests pre­
vious voting trends provided a helpful 
compass for the inaugural group of ran­
domly selected Michigan residents who 
drew the new congressional and state 
legislative maps.

The commission’s analysis of elec­
tions from the last decade suggested 
Democrats would win a one-seat major­
ity in Michigan’s congressional delega­
tion and a 20-18 majority in the state 
Senate. And the commission’s analysis 
that showed a 57-53 Democratic major­
ity in the state House wasn’t far off* ei­
ther. Democrats won 56 seats in the 
lower chamber to Republicans’ 54.

The redistricting commission com­
piled election results from statewide 
elections held 2012-20 to evaluate how 
Democratic and Republican candidates 
would fare using the new maps. They 
looked at 13 races:

• 2012: President and U.S. Senate
• 2014: Governor, attorney general, 

secretary of state and U.S. Senate
• 2016: President
• 2018: Governor, attorney general, 

secretary of state and U.S. Senate
• 2020: President and U.S. Senate
In an analysis, the commission add­

ed up the total number of votes Demo­
cratic and Republican candidates won 
in those races in each of the new dis­
tricts it drew. The result served as an in­
dicator of the Democratic or Republican 
tilt of each new map.

The commission relied on four calcu­
lations of partisan fairness to evaluate 
whether the new maps would level the 
playing field between Democrats and 
Republicans. Three of those measures 
showed Republicans maintained a 
slight advantage under the new con­
gressional and Michigan Senate maps. 
A fourth measure indicated a slight ad­
vantage for Democrats. In the Michigan 
House of Representatives, all four cal­
culations showed the district maps for 
the Michigan House of Representatives

gave Republicans an advantage.
Here’s how the theoretical election 

results commissioners considered 
while drawing the maps stack up 
against the actual results of last week’s 
midterm:

US Congress

Based on election results from 2012- 
20, the commission’s analysis showed 
Democratic candidates winning more 
votes than Republicans in seven of the 
13 new districts.

In last week’s midterm, Democratic 
candidates secured a seven-seat major­
ity, but races in two of the new highly 
competitive districts elected candidates 
from the party that did not capture a 
majority of the votes in the district over 
the previous decade.

One district with a very slight Repub­
lican tilt — according to combined elec­
tion results from the past decade — 
elected a Democrat: Hillary Scholten, 
who defeated GOP candidate John 
Gibbs in Michigan’s new 3rd Congres­
sional District. Former President Don­
ald Trump endorsed Gibbs in his pri­
mary against U.S. Rep. Peter Meijer, R- 
Grand Rapids, after Meijer voted to im­
peach Trump for inciting the Jan. 6 in­
surrection.

The west Michigan district includes 
Grand Haven, Grand Rapids, Muskegon 
and surrounding communities. Schol­
ten secured a nearly 13-point victory 
over Gibbs, winning 54.84% of the vote 
to Gibbs’ 4194%, according to unofficial 
results. Republican candidates in the 
races analyzed by the commission won 
50.1% of the votes in the 3rd Congres­
sional District over the last decade.

Combined election results from the 
previous decade showed a very slight 
Democratic lean in the new 10th Con­
gressional District that elected a Repub­
lican, John James, who narrowly beat 
Democratic candidate Carl Marlinga.

James won by less than a percentage 
point, securing 48.80% of the vote to 
Marlinga’s 48.31%, according to unoffi­
cial results. Democratic candidates in 
races analyzed by the commission won 
5120% of the votes in the 3rd Congres­
sional District last decade.
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Michigan Senate

The commission’s analysis indicated 
that Democratic statewide candidates 
over the past decade won a majority of 
votes in 20 of the 38 new state Senate 
districts while Republican candidates 
won in 18 districts. That’s exactly the 
new partisan split in the state Legisla­
ture’s upper chamber.

Two toss-up districts chose candi­
dates from parties whose statewide 
candidates did not carry a majority of 
votes in the previous decade.

In the new 12th state Senate District, 
state Rep. Kevin Hertel, D-St. Clair 
Shores, defeated state Rep. Pamela 
Hornberger, R-Chesterfield. The district 
encompasses Grosse Pointe and Harper 
Woods along with the shoreline com­
munities of Macomb and St. Clair coun­
ties. Hertel won 50.13% of the votes to 
Homberger’s 49.87% — according to 
unofficial results — in a district where 
the analysis shows Republican candi­
dates seeking statewide offices won 
50.9% of the votes last decade.

In the new 32nd state Senate District, 
state Sen. Jon Bumstead, R-North Mus­
kegon, defeated state Rep. Terry Sabo, 
D-Muskegon, by a nearly six-point mar­
gin, according to unofficial results. In 
that district, Democratic statewide can­
didates won 50.2% of the votes in elec­
tions held in 2012-20, the commission’s 
analysis found.

Michigan House

Democratic candidates in races last 
decade won a majority of votes in 57 of 
the new state House districts while Re­
publican candidates won 53 districts. In 
last week’s midterm, Democratic state 
House candidates won 56 districts 
while Republicans won 53, giving Dem­
ocrats a narrow two-seat majority in the 
state Legislature’s lower chamber.

In nine districts, the candidate who 
won last Tuesday did not see their party 
win a majority of votes in statewide 
elections in the previous decade:

• 22nd District: Incumbent Demo­
cratic state Rep. Matt Koleszar won his 
race by an 8.5-point margin over his 
GOP opponent, according to unofficial 
results. In the previous decade, Repub­
lican candidates in races analyzed by 
the commission won 52.3% of the votes.

• 28th District: Republican Jamie 
Thompson won 50.99% of the vote to 
Democrat Robert Kull’s 49.01%, accord­
ing to unofficial results. Democratic 
candidates examined by the commis­
sion won 52.3% of the vote to Republi­
cans’ 47.7% last decade.

• 9th District: Incumbent Demo­
cratic state Rep. Alex Garza, D-Taylor, 
narrowly lost reelection to Republican 
James DeSana, who won 51.48% of the 
vote to Garza’s 48.52%, unofficial re­
sults show. Democrats included in the 
commission’s analysis won 52.1% of the 
votes last decade compared with Re­
publicans’ 47.9% in this district that

spans Monroe and Wayne counties.
• 46th District: Republican Kathy 

Schmaltz handily defeated Democrat 
Maurice ImhofF in a Jackson-based dis­
trict. Less than a month before last 
week’s midterm, ImhofF reversed a deci­
sion to end his campaign after reports of 
past allegations surfaced, including 
threatening to carry out a school shoot­
ing. The commission’s analysis indi­
cates future races could see a tighter 
margin: Races analyzed show that Dem­
ocratic candidates won 51.8% of the 
votes in the district last decade.

• 58th District: Democrat Nate 
Shannon won 51.33% of the vote to Re­
publican Michelle Smith’s 48.67% in 
this Macomb County district that in­
cludes part of Warren and extends just 
north of Utica, according to unofficial 
results. Republican candidates last dec­
ade won 50.3% of the votes in this dis­
trict while Democrats won 49.7%, ac­
cording to the commission’s analysis.

• 62nd District: Republican Alicia 
St. Germaine easily won her election 
with a nearly seven-point margin 
against Democrat Michael Brooks in 
this Macomb County district that en­
compasses Harrison Township and sur­
rounding communities. Past election 
results examined by the commission in­
dicate this is a true toss-up district: 
statewide Democratic candidates won 
50.1% of the vote last decade to Repub­
licans’ 49.9%.

• 84th District: Democrat Carol 
Glanville won her election over Repub­
lican Mike Milanowski Jr. by more than 
11 points in a district that includes part 
of Grand Rapids, Grandville and Walker, 
according to unofficial results. Glanville 
won a special election last spring 
against GOP candidate Robert “RJ” Re­
gan who garnered national attention for 
comments he made suggesting rape vic­
tims ‘lie back and enjoy it.” Members of 
the DeVos family funneled thousands 
into Milanowski’s campaign, according 
to state campaign finance records. Re­
publican candidates last decade in 
races analyzed by the commission won 
50.5% of the votes in this district.

• 96th District: Incumbent Republi­
can Timothy Beson, R-Bay City, easily 
won reelection, securing a nearly 11- 
point victory over Democrat Kim J. Coo- 
nan, unofficial results show. Democratic 
candidates seeking statewide offices 
won 50.3% of the votes to Republicans’ 
49.7% over the last decade in this dis­
trict that includes Bay City and sur­
rounding communities, according to the 
commission’s analysis of 2012-20.

• 103rd District: Democrat Betsy 
Coffia narrowly defeated incumbent 
GOP state Rep. Jack O’Malley, R-Lake 
Ann, in this Traverse City-based dis­
trict. Coffia won 49.84% of the vote to 
O’Malley’s 48.47%, a difference of 765 
votes, according to unofficial results. 
Republican candidates won 51.8% of the 
votes cast last decade to Democrats’ 
48.2%, in races the commission re­
viewed.
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Obituaries
To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Bertha Jane Gibbs
Bertha Jane Gibbs, age 

83, passed away peaceful­
ly on Tuesday, Novem­
ber 8, 2022, at The Villa 
at West Branch. She was 
born on April 15,1939, in 
Royalton, KY to Tobe and 
Phinettia (Allen) Patrick.

Bertha lived in Alger,
MI for 22 years former­
ly of Livonia, MI. She 
married Stuart Gibbs in 
Detroit, MI on May 24,1969.

She enjoyed reading, collecting antiques, trav­
eling, and camping. Bertha worked many years 
as a nurse and also delivered mail.

Bertha is survived by her loving husband of 
53 years Stuart Gibbs of Alger; daughter Sharon 
(Harry) Bushway; grandchddren Todd Bushway, 
Alex Bushway, Rebecca Bushway-Tuttle, Jason Par­
sons and Jennifer Parsons-Miller; 8 great grand­
children; sister Sue (Foster) Street-Growl; and 
brothers Don Patrick, and Ted Patrick.

She is preceded in death by her parents, daughter 
Karen Parsons and brother Marvin Patrick.

Per her wishes cremation has taken place and a 
memorial service will be held at a later date.

Arrangements handled by Steuernol & McLaren 
Funeral Home in West Branch, ML www.steuer- 
nolmclaren.com

lStEUERNOL & JtfcLAREN
Funeral Homes. Inc.

Michael Pucher
LIVONIA - Pucher, 

Michael age 81 of Livo­
nia. Beloved husband of 
the late Elaine for over 
57 years. Cherished fa­
ther of Michael (Wen­
dy), Linda (Dave) Van- 
Goethem and Patrick 
(Sue). Proud grandpa 
of Amanda, Royce, 
Drew, Sydney and 
Grace. Dearest broth­
er of Bernie (Nancy) 
Pucher and the late Jim 
Pucher. Also survived 
by many other loving 
family and friends. 
Funeral Services were 
held last Thursday. In 
lieu of flowers memo­
rial contributions may 
be made to St. Edith 
Catholic Church and/ 
or American Cancer 
Society. Please visit 
online guestbook fred- 
woodfuneralhome.com
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Download Our New
HOMETOWNIIFE.COM APP

O&E
Instructions for 
iPhone and iPads
How to Download 
Hometownlife APP

Click on the iTunes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field. 
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options. 
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.
Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to your iTunes account page.
Sign in to your iTunes Store account to complete the download process.

Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly: 

For iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203506?mt=8

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
How to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen. 
Click the APPS icon. Click search icon.

Type Observer and Eccentric
in the search field. Select the 
Observer and Eccentric from the 
list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button 
once you are on the O&E page.

The browser will bring you to your 
GOOGLE account page. Sign in 
to your GOOGLE account and 
follow prompts to complete the 
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett brary.news.hometown life
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SPORTS
Ann Arbor 
Skyline’s 
Harper Murray 
named 2022 
Michigan Miss 
Volleyball

Birmingham Groves’ Josh Woods rushes during a Division 2 football regional final Nov. 11 at Livonia Franklin.
BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Undersized sophomore helps 
Falcons win regional title

Tom Lang
Special to Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

There was a coaches’ voting process 
to complete over the weekend, but it 
sure seemed a forgone conclusion who 
would win the 2022 Miss Volleyball 
award, a joint effort between the De­
troit Free Press and the Michigan In­
terscholastic Coaches Association.

Ann Arbor Skyline star Harper Mur­
ray — the No. 1-ranked player in the 
country, headed to play college volley­
ball at perennial powerhouse Nebras­
ka — is the 2022 recipient of the presti­
gious award. She received 325 voting 
points and second place was Ava Sara- 
fa of Bloomfield Hills Marian at 213. No 
one else received more than 80 points.

A 6-foot-2 outside hitter, Murray re­
corded 2,425 kills in her four-year ca­
reer at Skyline.

“What makes her special in our opi­
nion, and a rare recruit, is she’s a pure, 
six rotation outside hitter,” Nebraska 
coach John Cook said by phone just 
moments before Murray was surprised 
with the award. “Meaning, she can do 
every skill well, and what really, finally 
convinced me of all this: I went to a 
practice a couple years ago and the 
coaches just had her be a setter for that 
practice — and I think she can be a col­
lege setter. She’s just a real, well- 
rounded, true volleyball player that 
does very well, and she’s a dynamic 
athlete.

“I think another great opportunity 
for Nebraska is we’re going to turn over 
a senior class here and she’s going to 
have a chance to be one of the faces of 
Nebraska volleyball. That will be on 
the court, in the community, NIL spon­
sorships. So, she’ll have a tremendous 
opportunity here.”

The leadership skills Cook needs 
from her are something Murray 
worked on her senior season.

“She learned this year how to be a 
leader,” Skyline coach Chris Christian 
said. “She had everything else, her 
skills were all there. What I wanted her 
to get out of this year is to be that lead­
er I knew she could be. And it’s some­
thing she did amazingly the last half of 
the season, getting her teammates 
fired up after a timeout, and that’s 
something new she can take on to Ne­
braska.”

See MISS VOLLEYBALL, Page 3B

Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Somebody needed to make a play. 
Anybody.
It didn’t matter who.
The defense just needed to get off 

the field without giving up a score.
Joshua Woods had been putting the 

Birmingham Groves football team on 
his back all night long throughout the 
Falcons’ 32-25 victory over Livonia

Franklin in the Oct. 11 Division 2 regional 
championship.

Whenever the Patriots put points on 
the scoreboard, the senior running back 
countered with some fierce rushing.

Woods plowed through a pile, broke 
five would-be tackles (yes, seriously, 
five) and raced 48 yards to erase an 18-17 
halftime deficit and put the Falcons 
ahead once and for all with 27.8 seconds 
left in the third quarter.

And then he busted a 78-yard TD run 
to make it a two-score lead midway

through the fourth. However, as he 
crossed the goal line, with two Patriots 
draped on him, he suffered an injury so 
severe that he never saw the field again. 
He spent the rest of the night getting his 
calves worked on by trainers on the 
sideline.

Of course, Franklin responded with 
quarterback JD Bates tossing an 18-yard 
TD pass to Dominic Simpson.

And then the Patriots got a stop on

See FALCONS, Page 2B

Hartland football coach Savage resigns, cites new law
Bill Khan
Livingston Daily

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Back on Oct. 20, the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association sent an edi­
torial to newspapers written by Execu­
tive Director Mark Uyl that was critical 
of Public Act 184.

The act, which went into effect in 
July, requires anyone who retires from a 
public school in Michigan to wait nine 
months before receiving a salary work­
ing in a school. Previously, an employee 
could return within 30 days at no more 
than 30% of their previous salary.

One of the casualties of that policy

change is Brian Savage, who has 
stepped down as Hartland’s football 
coach. Savage will retire Dec. 31 as a 
physical education teacher at Walled 
Lake Central.

Under the act, the only way he could 
keep coaching over the next nine 
months would be as a volunteer.

“I put in for my retirement from 
teaching back in mid-October,” Savage 
said. “As I started to do a little more re­
search and talking to union reps, with 
that new law you’re supposed to be sep­
arate from schools for nine months. 
There’s a lot of unknowns with it and 
how the law can affect your pension. I 
decided it was a good time to not mess

around with that, do some other things 
as I figure out what the heck I’m going to 
do instead of getting up going to school 
every day.”

Savage has been the Eagles’ head 
coach for 11 seasons, qualifying for the 
playoffs six times and posting a 54-48 
record.

He has taught in the Walled Lake 
schools since 1997. He was the offensive 
coordinator at Walled Lake Western for 
12 seasons, took a year off, then was an 
assistant coach for one season at Walled 
Lake Northern and one at Milford before 
being hired by Hartland.

See SAVAGE, Page 2B

Brian Savage coached Hartland to six 
playoff appearances in 11 seasons.
LIVINGSTON DAILY FILE
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2022 ALL-KLAA BOYS SOCCER TEAM

Forwards
Oscar Najera, Belleville, Sr.
Owen White, Brighton, Sr.
Donovan Thomas, Canton, Jr.
Moussa Haidar, Dearborn, Sr.
Brady Lipke, Hartland, Sr.
Logan Hartman, Livonia Franklin, Sr. 
Ezra Knezek, Livonia Stevenson, Sr. 
Marco Palushaj, Northville, Sr.
Jaiden Lunga, Novi, Sr.
Foster Garrett, Salem, sr.
Mark Masai, Salem, Sr.
Atanas Popov, Salem, Sr.
Ian Mendoza-Garceia, Wayne Memorial, 
Sr.

Midfielders
Ben Galindez, Belleville, Sr.
Lukas Igonin, Belleville, Soph.
DeVontay Hubbs, Belleville, Sr.
Devlin McGinnis, Brighton, Soph. 
Connor Blood, Brighton, Sr.
Hunter Haglund, Brighton, Jr.
Wesley Hart, Canton, Sr.
Hussein Elharake, Dearborn, Sr.
Kade Blake, Dearborn, Jr.
Bashar Othman, Dearborn Fordson, 
Soph.
Yahva Alhawati, Dearborn Fordson, Sr. 
Hassan Faraj, Dearborn Fordson, Sr. 
Mohamed Alatooli, Dearborn Fordson, 
Sr.
Orfan Adil, Livonia Churchill, Sr.
William Aljets, Livonia Churchill, Fr.
John Napieralski, Livonia Franklin, Sr. 
Adam Alaouieh, Livonia Stevenson, Sr. 
Carter Mroz, Livonia Stevenson, Sr.
Matt Shehab, Northville, Sr.
Nathan Riehl, Novi, Sr.
Alex Greene, Plymouth, Sr.
Griffin Ellis, Salem, Sr.
Jack Kroll, Salem, Sr.
Jesus Velasquez-Cervantes, Wayne 
Memorial, Sr.

Defenders
Connor Allan, Brighton, Sr.
Chris Vernon, Brighton, Sr.
Christian Presley, Canton, Sr.
Reese Austin, Canton, Sr.
Elliot Cialone, Canton, Sr.

Danny Elder, Dearborn, Sr.
Ali Dakka, Dearborn, Sr.
Noah Alaowieh, Dearborn, Sr. 
Muhammad Khodor, Dearborn Fordson, 
Sr.
Hadi Saad, Dearborn Fordson, Soph. 
Christian Beres, Hartland, Sr.
Aiden Niemiec, Howell, Sr.
Stewart Johns, Livonia Churchill, Jr. 
Connor Dzngel, Livonia Churchill, Sr. 
Colin Whitney, Livonia Stevenson, Sr. 
Drake Graham, Livonia Stevenson, Sr. 
Ben Wilson, Livonia Stevenson, Jr.
Nick Settle, Northville, Jr.
Yuya Nakajima, Northville, Jr.
Moreno Scaccia, Northville, Sr.
Masaharu Kimura, Novi, Jr.
Antoine Kondracki, Novi, Sr.
Rohan Parikh, Plymouth, Sr.
Dylan Clayton, Salem, Sr.
Bill Broucek, Salem, Sr.
Logan Harkins, Salem, Sr.
Jovani Martinez-Perez, Wayne Memori­
al, Sr.
Carter Wiseley, Westland John Glenn, 
Soph.

Goalkeepers
Tanner Bailey, Belleville, Soph.
Ali Hammoud, Dearborn, Sr.
Mohammad Bader, Dearborn Fordson, 
Sr.
Matt Preiss, Hartland, Sr.
Drew Swancutt, Northville, Sr.
Owen Boukalik, Northville, Sr. 
HONORABLE MENTION 
Belleville: Lukas Altmann, Ryan Dilts, 
David Walton. Brighton: Owen Buckley, 
Silas Carriere, Will Evans. Canton: Bran- 
dan Burns, John Clark, Michael Sadow- 
ski. Dearborn: Ayman Abadi, Mohamad 
Faraj, Jad EIHinnawi. Dearborn Fordson: 
Mohanad Alasad, Ahmed Almagdob, 
Mahmoud Assi. Hartland: Zach Krause, 
Ethan Matties, Brian Smilowski. Howell: 
Adolfo Bonilla Garcia, Julio Landero, 
Luke Stolz. Livonia Churchill: Dominic 
Kaunelis, Noe Martinez, Jaden Reji. 
Livonia Franklin: Keaton Clegg, Wyatt 
Egan, Collin Nicholas. Livonia Steven­
son: Jake Cawood, Rani El Hajj Ahmad, 
Noah Rieder. Northville: Adithya Abra­

ham, Alex McCallum, Elis Qafleshi. Novi: 
Jackson Brickey, Corey Dennehy, Sota 
Imai. Plymouth: Kareen Hussein, Spen­
cer Prouty, Adam Schlanser. Salem:
Jack Macauley, Bennett Quijano, Tom­

my Verash. Wayne Memorial: Sultan 
Giveminiyi, Trevor Ison, Javier Tapia. 
Westland John Glenn: Bryce Fallows, 
Casey Kolb, Osvaldo Ramirez-Santiago.

Birmingham Groves’ Malachi Coleman, Avery Gach and Morgan Goldberg pour 
the water bucket on coach Brendan Flaherty after the Falcons won a Division 2 
regional final Nov. 11 at Livonia Franklin, brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Falcons
Continued from Page IB

defense because, honestly, Woods 
wasn’t there to carry the load.

Franklin’s offense took over on the 31- 
yard line with one timeout and 2:31 re­
maining.

One score, and this Round 3 playoff 
game was headed to overtime.

“They’re (Franklin) a great team, and 
they’re well-coached,” said coach Bren­
dan Flaherty, who’s in his 22nd season 
leading Groves. “I just knew we had to 
come up and make a play. But, honestly, 
we’ve been preparing for overtime all 
week. We were ready to go for overtime 
if we had to. I just thought somebody 
would rise up and make a play, and they 
did.”

Here’s what you need to know about 
Bates.

He’s the perfect QB. Which is saying 
something because he entered this sea­
son with an almost impossible task. He 
was asked to replace Zac Olesuk at the 
position after Olesuk had just led the 
Patriots to a state semifinal in 2021.

Game after game, Bates found his 
groove. And the senior never, ever made 
mistakes. He’s one of the best game 
managers, and we don’t mean that in 
the way an NFL analyst talks about mid­
dle-of-the-road QBs. He just handles 
each key down and distance with moxie. 
He’s always prepared for the pressure. 
And he rarely turns over the ball.

Groves gave Franklin over 2 minutes 
to go 69 yards to knot the score and force 
overtime. If you’re picking anyone to 
make that happen, it’s going to be Bates.

That’s why it was shocking when the 
least likely of defenders came up with a 
game-clinching interception at mid- 
field, which allowed the Falcons’ offense 
to kneel out the remaining 88 seconds 
and punched their ticket to next week’s 
state semifinal game against defending 
state champion Warren De La Salle. It’s 
their third final-four trip under Flaherty.

Or was it really that shocking?
Coming up with the heads-up inter­

ception was Aiden Leung, who had ac­
tually fallen on a game-saving fumble in 
the red zone against rival Birmingham 
Seaholm in last week’s district final.

And it was easy for Franklin to pick 
on Leung.

For one, on the opposite side of him is 
future all-state comerback Chris Little. 
Little is about as shutdown as they came 
in high school. Time after time, he’s 
come up with interceptions and drive­
ending pass breakups. There’s no way 
the Patriots were wanting to throw to­
ward Little Island.

“I wouldn’t throw toward him or his 
way,” Flaherty agreed.

And, for two, Leung is just a sopho­
more. A 5-foot-8,150-pound one at that. 
He doesn’t have a ton of experience 
playing varsity football, despite being 
on the team a year ago.

Plus, Leung got banged up earlier in 
the game. He had actually missed about 
a half dozen plays before he was sent 
back out on defense for the game’s last 
stand.

It wasn’t surprising to see Franklin 
pass his way two plays in a row on that 
final drive. But nor was it surprising to 
see him read Bates’ eyes and put himself 
in a position to ensure the Falcons the 
win.

“It’s just amazing,” Leung said. “It’s 
so special just to be able to play with 
these guys and to just play football, real­
ly”

Hometown Life actually interviewed 
Leung a week ago but foolishly didn’t 
use his quotes in the story.

So let’s correct that, huh?
Leung doesn’t look like much of an 

athlete because of his size, but he’s one 
of the best at Groves. He started at 
catcher and center field for the Falcons’ 
baseball team last spring.

Getting a taste of being a Big Man on 
Campus inspired him to give an extra ef­
fort during the off-season. He went to as 
many voluntary baseball and football 
workouts as he possibly could.

When fall camp came around, he bat­
tled to get on the depth chart. And he 
even found himself in a three-way battle 
for one of the starting comerback spots

with Max Young and Carlos Jones.
By Week 3 of the season, he had 

won that starting spot. He had done 
enough to impress defensive backs 
coach John Curran. And Curran knows 
a little something about coaching that 
position. He’s only been doing it at 
Groves since 1994.

“I just started doing a lot better and 
was a lot more confident in my playing, 
and they put me there,” Leung said. 
“But I just felt like I could hang with 
guys. I’m on the smaller side, but with 
the position I play, I felt like I needed 
the confidence to hang with them 
(Young and Jones). We were rotating 
through the first few weeks. And I’ve 
just been trying to fit in.”

So that’s two game-saving defen­
sive plays Leung has made in as many 
weeks, both of which led to the Falcons 
hoisting trophies immediately after­
ward.

But perhaps his best play of the 
postseason was the one he made after 
Groves beat Franklin.

Teammates Malachi Coleman, 
Avery Gach and Morgan Goldberg sur­
prised Flaherty by dousing him with 
water after the trophy ceremony. In or­
der to sneak up on Flaherty, someone 
needed to stand in front of the orange 
Gatorade bucket and make sure it 
stayed hidden. And that was Leung.

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Savage
Continued from Page IB

“I’ve been coaching 28 years,” he 
said. “Who knows? Maybe next fall I’ll 
go see what these colors are that peo­
ple talk about up north and things like 
that.”

Only 51 years old, Savage may re­
turn to coaching once he clears the 
nine-month window.

“You never know,” he said. “If s easy 
to say ‘no’ right now. I’m going to go 
hunting and fishing every day, mow 
the yard and chase the kids off the 
grass, stuff like that. Who knows what 
will happen down the road? It’s always 
been enjoyable and fun working with 
kids.”

Hartland athletic director JD 
Wheeler praised the job Savage did 
running the football program.

“He’s a very stable force for us, an 
even-keel guy who always had the pro­
gram’s best interests in mind,” Wheel­
er said.

“He was able to assemble a real 
good coaching staff that worked really 
well together. He was just a great per­
son to represent not only our football 
program, but the community, just be­
cause football is such a big part of it.”

Hartland was involved in many dra­
matic games during Savage’s career, 
but he recalled an overtime victory at 
Grand Blanc in 2015 as a highlight that 
came immediately to mind.

In that game, injured third-year 
starter Noah Marshall threw a 57-yard 
touchdown pass to Jack Slavin with 33 
seconds left in the fourth quarter to 
force overtime. After allowing a field 
goal, the Eagles won 30-27 on a 10- 
yard pass from Marshall to R. J. BOrtle.

“There’s a lot of games that were 
good,” he said. “A lot not-so-great, too. 
That one stuck out.”

Savage lives in Howell and teaches 
in Walled Lake, but Hartland has be­
come a special place for him.

“Hartland’s a great place,” he said. 
“Just the community, the school, the 
kids. The administrators are so sup­
portive. It’s a great little place. It’s go­
ing to be hard to walk away from that 
community. I’ve already heard from a 
bunch of people, which is always nice 
to see.”

Wheeler said Hartland doesn’t have 
a timeline to hire Savage’s replace­
ment.

“Obviously, just like any coaching 
searches, we’ll cast a wide net,” 
Wheeler said. “We have some internal 
candidates I think will be good, but we 
also owe it to everyone to go through 
the entire process and see who would 
be interested.”
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Teammates pose with Ann Arbor Skyline’s Harper Murray, center, who was awarded Miss Volleyball by the Michigan Interscholastic Volleyball Coaches Association.
MANDI WRIGHT/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Miss Volleyball
Continued from Page IB

Murray said high school and club vol­
leyball gave her that opportunity to im­
prove.

“I think I did a good job, and I can 
continue that going to Nebraska, and I 
look forward to learning a lot there,” 
Murray said after the awards ceremony 
where the school duped her into think­
ing she had to re-sign her letter-of-in- 
tent papers due to a clerical error. “I 
think being a good leader and teammate 
is as important as your skills.”

And skills she has. In addition to the 
career kills, Murray collected 130 blocks, 
1,423 digs and 362 aces. Her tall and ath­
letic frame was an imposing sight across 
the net for opponents, especially her fi­
nal two seasons. Skyline finished run­
ner-up in the Division 1 state finals last 
year to Birmingham Marian, but this 
year was bumped out of the regionals by 
Okemos.

“Even though we didn’t make it to 
Battle Creek like we wanted to, we also

have a great relationship and I think we 
all were happy with how we finished 
and how we fought,” Murray said about 
her teammates. “Obviously winning 
Miss Volleyball is a great accomplish­
ment, but at the same time I am super 
proud of the team.”

Murray was clearly wiping away 
tears, of both joy and sadness, when 
holding the trophy and greeting her sup­
porters. Many know that her father, Va- 
da Murray, died of lung cancer when she 
was just 6 years old. She plans to honor 
him by wearing the No. 27 he wore for 
Michigan football. Nebraska will give 
her that number to wear; it gives her a 
sense he is with her on the court.

Sarah Murray, Harper’s mom, had to 
choke back the emotions talking about 
the friends and family that attended the 
Miss Volleyball presentation Monday 
morning at Skyline.

“These are friends of her dad’s and he 
was really loved, so this is a big day, and 
it would have been a big day for him,” 
she said. “So, having people closest to 
him here, to support her, is really impor­
tant to me and her.”

Murray laughs with teammates during practice at school in Ann Arbor. Murray is 
the No. 1 volleyball player in the country and has played for the u-18 and u-19 
national teams. She has committed to Nebraska, the preseason No. 1 team.
RYAN GARZA/DETROIT FREE PRESS

We Store
We plac6 your contents in an 
on-site locked storage unite 
so you can rest assured your 
things are dry and safe

We Floor
Watch the transformation 
as we liven up your space 
with our lifetime warranted 
coating system called 
GatorGuard! Then we'return 
and safely place your items 
where we found them.

—

Get it And forget it

LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to clog or we’li clean it for free 

(^) Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine needles and debris 

Q Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters . .

(v) Durable, all-weather tested system. Not a flimsy attachment

Call now for your free estimate! 248.372.9939 (Financing civa;(3.blS

‘Guaranteed not to dog lor as long as you own your home or we will dean your gutters lor free.
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Health experts say early treatment helps avoid obesity-related health conditions as an adult, getty images

More teens get weight loss surgery
Experts say procedure 
isn’t right for everyone
Adrianna Rodriguez
USA TODAY

A new study found the rate of weight 
loss surgery among teenagers has dou­
bled in recent years, but experts argue 
the procedure is still severely underuti­
lized in the United States.

Although dietary counseling and

physical activity are important to any 
weightless strategy, experts say obesity 
is a complex disease and treatment may 
require medical interventions in adults 
and teens alike.

Though research shows obesity rates 
are increasing among teens, experts say 
a number of structural and societal bar­
riers - including stigma, insurance cov­
erage, and a lack of awareness and edu­
cation - continue to impede early treat­
ment.

Experts say surgery is not right for

everyone. Treatment for obesity is high­
ly individualized and may incorporate 
medication or nutritional, psychological 
and exercise counseling.

“There are some individuals who are 
not suited for those things or they may 
be suited for one thing over another,” 
said Dr. Konstantinos Spaniolas, direc­
tor of the Stony Brook Medicine Baria­
tric and Metabolic Weight Loss Center 
in Long Island, New York. “It’s often 
times a complex decision.”

Teen weight loss surgery trends

The rate of weight loss procedures 
among adolescents aged between 12 
and 19 has doubled from 2010 to 2017, 
according to a study published Monday 
in Pediatrics, a journal by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics.

Researchers analyzed national data 
looking at metabolic and bariatric sur­
geries in the U.S. and found rates

See SURGERY, Page SB
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Buy 1 window or door, 
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Minimum purchase of four.
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PAY NOTHING FOR ONE FULL YEAR1

$0 0 0% FOR 1 YEAR1
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Limited appointments available!
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Surgery
Continued from Page 4B

increased from 2.29 procedures per 
100,000 population to 4.62. Study au­
thors also found:

• The average age of patients who 
had undergone the procedure de­
creased slightly from 18.10 in 2010 to 
17.96 in 2017

• Patients were primarily white 
(45%), female (75.4%) and privately in­
sured (53.4%) in 2017

• The percentage of teens with a BMI 
greater than 50 grew from 4.2% to 16.2%

ASMB estimates about 1,600 pediat­
ric bariatric and metabolic surgeries are 
performed in the U.S. per year, most 
commonly in those over 18 years old.

This is “nowhere close to the appro­
priate utilization,” said Dr. Evan Nadler, 
director of the weight loss surgery pro­
gram at Children’s National Hospital in 
Washington, D.C., who is unaffiliated 
with the study.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention defines obesity in the pedi­
atric population as a body mass index 
(BMI) at or above the 95th percentile, 
according to the agency’s growth 
charts.

The American Society for Metabolic 
and Bariatric Surgery says surgery can 
be recommended in children and ado­
lescents with a body mass index (BMI) 
over 120% of the 95th percentile - which 
is considered severe obesity - plus a 
major health problem, or a BMI over 
140% of the 95th percentile.

Racial and ethnic disparities

The study also highlights wide racial 
and ethnic disparities in weight loss 
surgery utilization, despite these mar­
ginalized groups experiencing higher

rates of obesity.
In 2017, about 45% of adolescents 

who had weight loss surgery were 
white, 25.9% were Hispanic and 14.6% 
were Black. While the percentage of 
Hispanic teens saw an increase from 
2010, the percentage of Black patients 
decreased.

Rates of obesity are highest among 
minority groups. From 2017 to 2018, 
study authors said the obesity preva­
lence for Hispanic and Black children 
ages 2 to 19 years was 25.6% and 24.2%, 
respectively, compared with 16.1% for 
white children.

Health experts say lack of represen­
tation may partly be due to access and 
distrust in the medical system.

Why rates should be higher

The CDC says about 6.1% of U.S. chil­
dren and teens between 2 and 19 years 
old have severe obesity, according to da­
ta collected between 2017 and 2018 in 
the National Health and Nutrition Ex­
amination Survey.

Health experts say early treatment 
helps avoid obesity-related health con­
ditions as an adult - conditions includ­
ing high blood pressure and cholesterol, 
type 2 diabetes, breathing problems 
such as asthma and sleep apnea, joint 
problems and damage to organs.

But stigma and bias continue to be 
the biggest obstacles to adolescents re­
ceiving early weight loss treatment, ex­
perts say. That is especially true when it 
comes to medications and surgical pro­
cedures.

Wegovy, other options

Surgery is not the only effective 
treatment at teens’ disposal.

Although experts say the procedure 
has been found to be safe and effective, 
many may not want to take on common

risks of surgery such as blood clots, in­
fection, vitamin deficiency, or bleeding.

Pharmaceutical company Novo Nor- 
disk announced results last week of 
their latest clinical trial assessing the ef­
fectiveness of their weight loss drug se- 
maglutide, sold under the brand name 
Wegovy.

Adolescents who got a weekly injec­
tion of the drug lost an average of 14.7% 
of their starting body weight, while 
those who got a placebo gained 2.7% of 
their initial weight.

Health experts say patients who take 
other medications on the market typi­
cally lose an average of 5% to 12% of 
their body weight.

“A medication like (Wegovy) is some­
thing we have been missing for a very 
long time,” Spaniolas said. “They bridge 
the gap between older medications that

had less effect as well as surgical inter­
ventions that can have more of an im­
pact.”

Semaglutide mimics a naturally oc­
curring hormone that tells the brain 
when the body is full after a meal. The 
drug also slows down digestion so food 
stays in the stomach longer. The mecha­
nisms work together to reduce appetite 
and increase fullness.

“Obesity is a chronic disease and it’s 
likely going to require all the interven­
tions in some combination to come out 
with the best outcomes,” Nadler said.

Health and patient safety coverage 
at USA TODAY is made possible in part 
by a grant from the Masimo Foundation 
for Ethics, Innovation and Competition 
in Healthcare. The Masimo Foundation 
does not provide editorial input.
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YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

Installation
on Custom Blinds, Shades, 

Drapery and Decorative Hardware

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!

(313) 466-6126
IS

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!®

“Offer valid on residential base installation of 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. 
Minimum purchase of $750 required, excluding sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid with any other offer or 
discount. Offer Code CEPC. Expires 12/31/22, State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses: Arizona 321056. 
California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950. New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181. Pennsylvania PA107656. 
Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY H01073101. Rockland County.
NY H-12401-34-00-00. Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC: Virginia 2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. 
Various City Licenses Available Upon Request. © 2022 3 Day Blinds LLC. LOGCI0941221-01

^ NEW BA i H walk-ln Bath & Shower Systems

* CALL NOW TO SAVE 313-241-9145
•Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only Standard New Bath Today Sliding 
Door Installed with complete shower purchase.' ’ S500 off installed Luxstone wall system. • ■Financing available from GreenSky LLC for 
qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 3128. For deferred interest plans, interest accrues during the promotional period but all 

interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full before the end of the promotional period
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With Our November Specials
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FALL SAVINGS SPECIAL
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Custom Table Cloth

^ •

Table Extender

PROTECT - PRESERVE - EXTEND
• Dining Table Pads
• Buffet Pads
• Coffee & End Table Pads
• Piano Pads
• Pool Table Pads
• Conference Table Pads
• Table Paddies
• Table Extenders
• Custom Table Cloths

\

100% Made in the USA Save by buying Factory Direct

Use Promo Code: USAToday

Toll Free : 947-233-1052
www.tablepads.com

$200 OFF
ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR

12 MONTHS FINANCING THROUGH ‘Subject to credit 

NO INTEREST* apply call for details.

* With purchase and install of new garage door. Call 
for details. Must present this ad to redeem offer. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers or past 
purchases. Exp. 11/30/2022

5 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$
2. Tighter door security keeps you safe
3. Weather & critter protection
4. Upgraded curb appeal

^ 5. Increase home value

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends - No Extra Charge • 24/7 Service • Military, AAA, Senior, AARP 
Discounts Residential • Doing Business Since 1998 

• Family Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details
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FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction but always in a 
straight line Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
11 letters left over. They spell out the 
alternative theme of the puzzle.
Oaustralianwordgames.com.au

Alert Eels
Alvey Emperor
Angle Esky
Annexe Floppy
ANSA Ford
Bays Freeze
Boat Grunter
Borer Hook
Break Hungry
Bridge Ikejime
Cast Inlet
Clam Item
Dorsal fin Jigs

Lake Sawfish
Lead Sea ear
Legal Shoal

length Snag
Maps Sold
Nacre Sport
Navigate Steer
Nets Storms
Pipi Sweep
Plug Tiger
Relaxing prawns 
Rivers Tuna
Sand Turrum

TODAY’S ANSWER
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©2022 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com

KENKEN
1. Each row and column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
(easy) or 1 though 6 
(challenging) without repeating.

2. The numbers within the 
heavily outlined boxes, called 
cages, must combine using the 
given operation (in any order) to 
produce the target numbers in 
the top-left corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single:box 
cages with the number in the 
top-left corner.

uKxnM*u«rM«

Z 1 c
-z

e
+6

1
l

z P
z 17 £

-l
l
-£

l C Z
FZ XBt’ z

SUDOKU I- CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE

TODAY’S ANSWER

6 L P Z 8 9 I 9 £
8 9 z I £ P 9 L 6
l £ 9 9 L 6 8 P Z
5 t7 6 8 9 £ Z I L
£ I L 6 P Z 9 8 9
Z 9 8 L 9 I £ 6 P

8 9 9 Z L 6 £ l
9 6 £ P X 9 L Z 8
L Z l £ 6 8 P 9 9

5 6 9 2
4 3 6

1 9 7 6 8
3 1 7 8

8 4 1
2 3 8 9

4 9 5 6 1
9 6 4

5 8 7 9
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NEWSDAY CROSSWORD
ACROSS

1 Boston Marathon 
sponsor since 
1989

7 What you may 
get out of your 
refrigerator

10 Letters on 
Octane Booster

13 When Hamilton 
begins

16 Central principle 
of Chinese 
martial arts

17 Not before that 
specific moment

19 Focus of a 
Belgrade 
museum

20 Word from Malay 
for “sheath”

21 Capital by the 
Red Sea

24 It means 
“made of

26 Legendary 
lamenter

27 University town 
near Acadia

28 Work in progress
30 Mel Brooks, 

in the Hotel 
Transylvania 
films

31 Literary 
archetype of 
reinvention since 
the 1920s

33 “Curses!”
35 Likely to result in 

bigger banks
37 A name of 

Eliots
40 Start back
42 Supplanted by, 

with “of
43 Inspire
45 Word associated 

with parties and 
dresses

47 Made calls
48 Japanese cattle 

breed
50 What precedes 

many an oath
51 Takes no 

courses
52 Many 

Wookieepedia 
subjects

54 Get off the 
ground

56 Turnoff before 
checking in

61 Bit of 
biocomputing

62 Document 
detailing 
payments for 
play platforms

63 Home of
Lt. Lindbergh’s 
sponsors

64 ‘The signature 
of craft brewers 
worldwide”

65 Some roots of 
rock

DOWN
1 Serve (as)
2 Latter-day 

“Darn!”
3 Creation 

volcanique
4 Infomercial 

order
5 Intense, as som 

exercise
6 Deviltry
7 Protective layer

8 Deliveries from 
Google

9 Many a Central 
American

10 Excursions with 
escorts

11 Where to follow 
shooting stars

12 Reached out 
electronically

14 Spontaneously
15 Allowed to 

check out
18 It’s nothing, really
21 __age
22 Major producer 

of pomegranates
23 Unimaginative
25 Conductors’

concerns
29 Start to trust
32 Comics 

complaint
34 Show servility
36 Bahamian 

billionaire 
singer’s 
nickname

38 “Well-groomed- 
sounding” hair 
remover of old

39 They're part of 
the Mug Root 
Beer logo

41 Juvenile jellyfish
43 Growths of grass
44 “Stupidity

is a__for
misconception”:
Poe

46 Gem that 
dissolves in 
vinegar

49 Eels for bento 
meals

53 Sound of 
billowing sails

55 Novelist 
who cowrote 
Jerusalem: Song 
o f Songs (1981)

57 “Fresh From 
Nashville” 
playlist org.

58 Article in 
El Diario

59 Excerpt from a 
classroom wall 
banner

60 Read Across 
America Day 
sponsor
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PROTECTION

CLOG-FREE
GUTTERS
GUARANTEED

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

20%OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

1 n% OFF
I TO THE FIRS’

FIRST 
50 CALLERS**

GET FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
www.LeafFilter.com/grop Promo Code: 364

734-666-0904
Holidays!
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Book a Free Consultation!
947-600-7060 • bookfci.com
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BUSINESS LEAFHOME warranty
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Gutter
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j conducted a 16 montli outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recogniredlealFilter as the “fll rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.'CSIBK1035795
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Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. AH ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

PjFurniture & 
jj^J Household Items

Antique French Style Rober Irwin 
Scenic hand painted Demilune 
Commode w/drawers & glass top, 
matching hand painted vanity with 
glass top, bench & mirror. $2500. 
Beautiful Mahogany Grandfather 
clock, $950. Call 313-506-5960

^ General Merchandise

2018 PassporffroTTer Model WML, 
21"9’ long travel trailer with slide-out 
dinette and murphy bed. All applian­
ces included, never used. $15,000., 
(248)685-0879 iudy_lechvar@yahoo.co

| Sporting Goods

’AtthmsthwI
Like New Fishing ftodsand Reels, 
Lews, Shimano, Ugly Sticks. 4 rods, 3 
reels for $170, or by the piece., 
(336)408-4259 iimlavis809@gmail.com

MICHIGAN AD NETWORK 
SOLUTIONS CLASSIFIED 

TO PLACE YOUR AD 
1-800-579-7355

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris­

blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 

FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% 

Senior & Military 
Discounts.

Call 1-866-495-1709

We can sell it in CLASSIFIED!

Careers

new beginnings...

<7 Engineering & it j Medical Technician
Project Engineer: Responsible for all 
aspects of prod, design and the devel. 
process of all assigned projiprog. at 
our Auburn Hills facility. Will also 
perform the following duties: Lead 
chassis and suspension prod, design 
and the devel. cycle for assigned 
prog, with supervision; Lead, plan 
and track engineering activities and 
design reviews with a 
cross-functional team; Identify 
design solutions necessary to meet 
the required engineering, 
manufacturing, and financial targets 
within program timing; Prepare and 
maintain up-to-date engineering 
records according to APQP and QMS 
requirements and participate and 
fully understands QMS/QOS as it 
pertains to the job and support 
functions as applicable. Maintain 
engineering documents, like bill of 
materials, DVP&R, DFMEA; Initiate 
and implement continuous 
improvement suggestions, like 
VA/VE; Work as part of the design 
and devel. team by providing design 
and analysis direction; Participate 
with the Manufacturing Division to 
form a multidisciplinary team for 
review of both prod, and process 
designs to ensure that DFMEA 
requirements are met; Meet with the 
customer one-on-one within the scope 
of the PD&D process; Host customer 
PDT meetings and internal meetings 
to track engineering, manufacturing, 
CAE, and commercial items; 
Investigate and meet design, 
performance and GD&T requirement 
from the customers. Support the 
plant team for program safe launch, 
like solving assembly or quality 
issues.
Must have a Master's Degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. Must also 
have twenty four (24) months of 
Design Engineering experience with 
auto-industry related processes and 
standards, such as DFMEA, DVP&R 
or GD&T. Position requires 
occasional travel to client sites 
around the United States.
Send resume and cover letter to: HR 
Department, Martinrea International 
US Inc, 2100 N. Opdyke Rd., Auburn 
Hills, Ml 48326

Real Estate

Rentals
great place to live.

Rooms for RehT'P75.00, All utilties in- 
& Inkster; f — ‘eluded; 1-96 _............

evin@kpbrennan.com
313.414.4234, k

Medical Tedmteian Heeded fit Livonia Medical 
Practice. No experience needed for the right 

person. Applicant must be dependable, reliable 
and prompt. Full time with benefits or part time.

Interested parties should send their resume to 
edbelinda@yahoo.com

Mac Valves Inc., leading 
manufacturer of pneumatic 

i .iaw. i s | valves is seeking associates for

Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 
Machine Operators

Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LO-GCI0571980-01

Spanish-speaking certified hypnotherapist is 
requested in the Melvindale area with one year of 
experience or more. Fore more information please 

contact us at 313-908-7260 or by email at
perlasbeautyspa@gmail.com

Jobcase

FIND THE
BEST TALENT 
TODAY!
Your one-stop-shop for 
posting local and national 
job sites like Jobcase.

*LocaliQ

Get started at
jobs.usatoday.com

M
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mm I T 11 I CARPETS FLOORING

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

n

|J

♦
With Empire. You Can Get

NEW FLOORS BY THANKSGIVING^

* Purchase highest value room at regular price, and get select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl and 
laminate for all other rooms of equal or lesser value for $50 each when you pay for installation, padding, 
and materials. Promotion does not apply to stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. Product ’ 
may not be sold separate from installation. Residential installations only, and at the same address. Not 
available in all areas. Valid through 11/20/22. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (except CA, MA, UT) and installation are provided by independent contractors Licensure at 
EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2022 Empire Today, LLC

KOHLER. Walk-In Bath
PEACE OF MIND WITH EVERY SOAK

INSTALLED IN AS lifetime limited

LITTLE AS A DAY WARRANTY

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(313)241-9116
'Offer ends November 30, 2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty. Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City 
of Buffalo, NY. SI ,500 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath. Dealer sets all prices and Is responsible for full amount of 
discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised otter. Contact local dealer for financing detolls.'GreenSky® is a loan 
program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or 
services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, federal or state chartered financial Institutions 
providing credit without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. GreenSky® is a registered 
trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders. GreenSky, LLC and 
GreenSky Servicing, LLC are subsidiaries of Goldman Sachs Bank USA. All rights reserved. Loans originated by Goldman Sachs 
are issued by Goldman Sachs Bank USA, Salt Lake City Branch. NMLS #1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.


