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Westland’s library prepares for 
temporary closure during renovation
Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

There are some big changes in store 
for Westland’s library.

The library will spend the winter, 
spring and summer undergoing a major

renovation that will add roughly 7,000 
square feet to the building on Central 
City Parkway. The library will move to 
title old Marshall Upper Elementary 
School on Bayview Street during con­
struction.

The library will close beginning 
Nov. 2L Staff hope to reopen at Marshall

in late January. The library will offer its 
normal services and programs at the 
school until the renovation is complete. 
Online services will continue.

“It’s a little inconvenient, but in the 
long run it’s going to save us time and 
money,” Library Director Jennifer Roth 
said.

People who want to continue enjoy­
ing library services and books during 
the closure can visit nearby libraries like 
those in Canton, Garden City and 
Wayne. Those locations will accept a 
Westland library card.

See LIBRARY, Page 7A

Canton shop aims to have 
customers smelling lovely
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

I
f you smell something good on Ford 
Road, it just might be Canton 
Township’s newest store.

Buff City Soap, a shop specializ­
ing in making clothing and bodies smell 
great, recently opened next to the Planet 
Fitness at 43555 Ford Road. Products 
such as laundry detergent, bath bombs, 
hand soap and other clean-smelling 
items line the walls of the new store.

The unique part? Almost all the prod­
ucts sold are made right in-house.

“If you want anything customized, 
you come over here,” said Jessica Hes- 
sell, general manager of the store, point­
ing to the bar on the west side of the 
shop. “You can do whole bars of soap. 
You can name it after you.”

Buff City Soap originated first out­
side Memphis, Tennessee back in 2013. 
It’s since grown to many stores across 
the country. Its Michigan footprint in­
cludes locations in Ann Abor, Rochester 
Hills and Brighton, which opened last 
year. The company says its products are 
plant-based, made with no harsh chem­
icals and no dyes.

Inside the Canton location, custom­
ers can find standard, and seasonal 
products, including bars of hand soap. A 
special display lists several products 
only available there, including a soap 
entitled “Buff Strong” and made using 
purple and yellow soaps. That product 
is an homage to the store’s next door 
neighbor, Planet Fitness, which opened 
late last year.

See LOVELY, Page 7A

Maker Chris Orman creates a batch of bath bombs at Buff City Soap in Canton.
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Green Oak 
company’s 
products catch 
Oprah’s eye
David Veselenak
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A local company’s products caught 
the eye of one of the biggest media 
names this holiday season.

Midnight Kitchen Tools, the Green 
Oak Township company known for its 
stainless steel ice cream scoop and 
pizza cutter, recently saw both its 
products placed on Oprah Winfrey’s 
Favorite Things list for the 2022 holi­
day season.

“It’s just elation. We’re super excit­
ed about it,” said company founder Mi­
chael Chou. “It’s kind of like winning 
the lotto.”

The company, which began in 2013 
by Chou, a Lyon Township resident, 
after he searched for a better way to 
scoop ice cream late one night. An 
aerospace engineer who works at the 
University of Michigan, Chou began 
tinkering with how to better get the ice 
cream from its container to a bowl. Af­
ter launching the idea on Kickstarter, 
he raised enough money and began 
manufacturing the ice cream scoop.

After selling online only through the 
company’s website, Chou looked to 
sell on mega e-commerce platform 
Amazon. They’ve since worked their 
way up the rankings, getting solid re­
views and moving up the pages.

“At the time, there weren’t many 
scoops that were kind of high end like 
us,” he said. “We’re able to kind of go 
through the rankings a lot quicker that 
way.”

See PRODUCTS, Page 6A
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Some hospitals awash in red ink
Rises in staff, supply costs are factors
JC Reindl
Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

Some nonprofit hospital systems in 
metro Detroit have emerged from the 
worst of the COVID-19 pandemic to face 
budgets awash in red ink.

Systems including Henry Ford 
Health and the legacy Beaumont hospi­
tals within the newly formed Corewell 
Health show negative operating mar­
gins and millions in losses in their latest 
financial reports.

Other systems with a large local pres­
ence, including Ascension Michigan 
and Livonia-based Trinity Health, have 
reported significant overall losses.

Hospital industry insiders have sev­
eral main reasons for the ailing balance 
sheets:

• Much higher workforce costs since 
the pandemic arrived in early 2020, in­
cluding outside staffing agencies that 
once billed as much as $180 per hour for 
a nurse.

• Lower patient volumes that have 
yet to return to pre-COVID-19 levels.

• Costlier supplies, due primarily to 
inflation.

Recent financial results from some 
nonprofit health systems:

• Legacy Beaumont within Corewell 
Health: A -5% operating margin, or $96 
million loss, in the fiscal year that ended 
June 30. Since then, Corewell, formerly 
known as the Beaumont Health Spec­
trum Health system, laid off 400 people 
in management and non-patient-facing 
jobs and has reported an overall positive 
margin.

• Henry Ford: A -2.2% operating 
margin, or $75 million loss, in the six 
months ending June 30.

• Ascension Health: A -3.1% operat­
ing margin, or $879 million loss, in the 
fiscal year ending June 30.

• Trinity Health: A -0.7% operating 
margin, or $149 million loss, in the fiscal 
year ending June 30.

• McLaren Health Care: Information 
not available Friday.

• Michigan Medicine: Does not dis­
close full financial results.

The federal government provided fi­
nancial support to hospitals in a variety 
of forms earlier in the pandemic to help 
with the initial COVID-19 surges and 
postponement of nonemergency visits 
and procedures. But most of that money 
is now gone.

“In general, the industry has moved 
from a clinical pandemic to an economic 
pandemic,” Robert Riney, president and 
CEO of Detroit-based Henry Ford 
Health, said in an interview.

More recently, Michigan hospitals re­
ceived about $225 million for workforce 
recruitment and retention from a $12
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Michigan insurance 
coverage, by type
55% Private insurance

16% Both private and public coverage

17% Medicaid only

5% Medicare only

2% Dual Medicaid/Medicare eligible 

5% No insurance

Source: The Center for Health and 
Research Transformation at the 
University of Michigan

Unionized Michigan Medicine nurses last month won a new four-year contract 
that included a $5,000 bonus for each nurse and 22.5% in raises during the four 
years, provided by Michigan medicine

Bob Riney, now president and CEO of Henry Ford Health, in June 2020. Detroit free press file

billion spending bill approved last Feb­
ruary by the state Legislature. But the 
Michigan Health & Hospital Associa­
tion, an industry group, notes how that 
assistance, which was retroactive for 
expenses as of Dec. 1 of last year, was a 
one-off.

“We are immensely grateful for that,” 
said Laura Appel, the association’s ex­
ecutive vice president of government 
relations and public policy. “But the 
$225 million (is) a one-time payment 
that really only offsets a small amount 
of what we’re paying in 2022 ... and 
none of it is designed to help us in 2023.”

Nationwide, 53% of hospitals are 
projected to lose money in 2022, ac­
cording to a report by consulting firm 
Kaufman Hall for the American Hospital 
Association. And while the growth rate 
for “contract labor” such as staffing 
agencies has recently slowed, contract 
labor expenses are still nearly 500% 
higher than before the pandemic, the re­
port says.

Many Michigan hospitals have yet to 
fully recover from a surge of early retire­
ments and career changes among 
nurses and other staffers in the wake of 
the pandemic’s highly stressful initial 
surges. To help cover for staffing short­
ages, hospitals turned to outside agen­
cies with “travel” nurses. The agencies 
often bill hospitals at higher rates, and 
nurses employed by the agencies get 
more, too.

At some hospitals, payment rates to 
agencies for specialized nurses surged 
above $150 an hour, compared with 
roughly $75 an hour before the pandem­
ic for a staff nurse doing the same work. 
However, a portion of a $150 per-hour 
rate would go toward agency overhead 
— not all to the nurse.

“At one point at the peak, I know we 
were paying $180 an hour,” Riney said. 
“Now, the nurse wasn’t making that 
much. The agency was taking a nice 
healthy profit off that.”

Since then, payment rates for the 
contract staffing agencies have gone 
down.

“I think it’s fallen back to like $120,” 
Appel said. “But pre-pandemic, you 
were paying $75.”

Outside of metro Detroit, a nurse in 
the Lansing area who left the Sparrow
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Health System to join a travel nurse 
agency saw her standard pay rise to 
$107 per hour from $40, plus additional 
money for food and lodging, according 
to a March article in the Lansing State 
Journal.

In a survey of Michigan Health & 
Hospital Association hospitals, the 
members anticipated that their total 
contract labor and agency staffing costs 
for 2022 will be about $1.2 billion, up 
from just over $200 million in 2019, ac­
cording to Appel.

Industry insiders cited Omaha, Ne­
braska-based Medical Solutions as one 
of the more active agency staffing firms 
in Michigan for travel nurses. A Medical 
Solutions representative declined an in­
terview for this story.

‘People got burned out, 
they got fatigued’

Overall, many Michigan health sys­
tems are still struggling with staffing 
shortages — exacerbated by the pan­
demic — that will likely take years to fix. 
Henry Ford recently looked to the Phil­
ippines to recruit nearly 250 nurses who 
could start working here next year.

“At the same time the pandemic went 
on, we accelerated the transition of 
health care workers to retirement or 
other careers in record numbers that we 
haven’t seen in decades,” Riney said. 
“People got burned out, they got fa­
tigued, they felt the risks were just too 
high. And so your turnover rate was 
three-fold what you normally see. And 
it’s already high in health care, because 
of the stress.”

Hospitals have been trying to keep 
their workers happy by giving out bigger 
raises, including retention bonuses.

Unionized Michigan Medicine nurses 
last month won a new four-year con­
tract that included a $5,000 bonus for 
each nurse and 22.5% in raises during 
the four years.

A lower-cost state

Michigan has traditionally been a 
lower-cost state for hospital care, a cir­
cumstance that industry experts attri­
bute to the dominance of Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan, which can use 
its large size to extract deeper discounts 
from hospitals.

The average prices that commercial 
health insurers paid Michigan hospitals 
in 2020 was 203% of what Medicare 
pays for similar services, which was the 
seventh lowest of the 50 states, accord­
ing to data from the government-fund­
ed Rand Corp. Three years earlier, the 
Michigan average was 156% of Medi­
care.

Appel said she doesn’t know enough 
to comment about whether Blue Cross 
has been increasing reimbursements to 
hospitals as contracts come up to reflect 
the higher costs hospitals are experi­
encing.

Asked whether Blue Cross has been
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upping reimbursement levels, a Blues 
spokeswoman said in a statement that 
the insurer is in “active engagement 
with the provider community around 
quality, efficiency and optimal health.”

“Businesses both large and small are 
facing cost and talent retention pres­
sures due to inflation, interest rate 
changes and other economic chal­
lenges,” the statement said. “These 
pressures are impacting health sys­
tems, as well as Blue Cross, and this is 
putting even more pressure on the affor­
dability of health care and health insur­
ance for our employer customers and 
members.

“Our priority is to maintain the affor­
dability of health care for the people we 
serve. As many of our members struggle 
with higher costs in their family bud­
gets, we need to be especially sensitive 
to the impact of health care cost in­
creases that inevitably drive up their 
health insurance premiums.”

Medicare rate cut ahead?

Nationwide, Medicare’s reimburse­
ment rates are actually scheduled to 
drop by 4.5% starting Jan. L Lawmakers 
from both parties have been calling for 
legislation to prevent the cut, saying it 
doesn’t make sense with rising inflation 
and labor costs, Bloomberg Law report­
ed last week.

Medicaid rates for Michigan hospi­
tals are updated every year in October, 
although the overall funding level nor­
mally stays the same, with some hospi­
tals seeing reimbursement increases 
and others decreases.

Hospitals did see a 214% Medicaid 
rate increase in October 2020 and “criti­
cal access hospitals” in rural areas re­
ceived a 42.5% Medicaid rate increase 
that year as well, according to the Mich­
igan Department of Health and Human 
Services.

Volumes trending up

While hospitals have been seeing an 
increase in patient volumes, they gener­
ally aren’t back to pre-pandemic levels.

Lately, however, emergency rooms 
are experiencing a surge in young pa­
tients with respiratory syncytial virus, 
or RSV. Some pediatric hospitals are at 
or near capacity.

“The first few months of this year 
were really challenging,” said Riney, the 
Henry Ford CEO. “Out of the whole mar­
ket, volumes were just incredibly soft 
and we’re still dealing with people put­
ting off care. As we’ve kind of worked 
our way through the pandemic and the 
concern with new variants, et cetera, 
volumes have returned, but we still have 
this imbalance of all the escalation of 
supply chain, pharmaceutical and labor 
costs.”

He added, “So we are doing better 
each month, and I’m confident that we’ll 
be able to end the year in a break-even or 
positive state.”



Saturday rollover crash 
kills couple from Northville
Jenna Prestininzi
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Northville residents Omar Salamen, 46, and his 
wife, Manal Kadry, 40, were killed in a rollover crash 
Saturday night, according to police. The one-vehicle 
crash occurred in the Steeplechase subdivision near 
the intersection of Seven Mile and Napier roads in 
Northville Township.

The vehicle left the road and hit a tree while navi­
gating a curve in the neighborhood, according to a 
news release Sunday from the Northville Township 
Police and Fire Departments. The couple was pro­
nounced dead at the scene.

The couple leaves behind four children, according

to his medical practice website. Salamen was an oral 
surgeon and operated Dexter Oral Surgery and Im­
plant Center in Dexter.

A Michigan native, Salamen attended dental school 
at the University of Michigan and then completed his 
oral surgery training at the NOVA Southeastern Uni­
versity College of Dental Medicine in Florida, his web­
site said. After nine years in private practice in Chi­
cago, Salamen returned to Michigan to open Dexter 
Oral Surgery and Implant Center.

Kadry ran an interior design business. Many loved 
ones and community members shared condolences on 
social media.

The Detroit Free Press quoted Kadry in 2016, when 
she worked as an art teacher in Detroit. The article 
highlighted her students’ work with a local artist.
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North Farmington student arrested 
for posting photos of female peers
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Shelby Tankersley
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington Hills police arrested a 17-year-old North 
Farmington student Nov. 9 for posting photos of 
female classmates to a pornographic website.

The student, a male, posted photos that police de­
scribed as “nonsexual” in nature. The teen was later 
released to his parents’ custody and is the subject of an 
ongoing investigation.

“This violation is beyond disturbing,” Superinten­
dent Christopher Delgado wrote to families last week. 
“Understandably, and justifiably, emotions are run­
ning high throughout our school community. We also 
understand that this incident could trigger other stu­
dents, as well as adults, who may have experienced a 
similar violation in their past.”

Farmington Hills police, the North Farmington ad­
ministration and the Oakland County Prosecutor’s of­
fice are all participating in the investigation.

“The posting of images to websites with the intent 
to terrorize, frighten, intimidate, harass, or molest is a 
crime,” the police department said in a statement. “In­
vestigators will aggressively pursue these matters to 
the full extent of the law.

“The Farmington Hills Police Department ap­
proaches all issues involving our residents, including 
our students and youth, with a victim-centered focus,

North Farmington High School, hometownlife.com file

Contact our 
office to schedule 
an appointment 

with
Dirk A. Beamer 
or one of our 

other
experienced

attorneys.

248,477.6300 | wrightbeamer.com

providing the highest level of discretion, thoroughness 
and professionalism.”

Anyone with information is asked to contact the 
Farmington Hills Police Department at 248-871-2610.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at stankersle@ 
hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. Follow her on 
Twitter (g)shelby_tankk.
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Whitmer, Democratic lawmakers to 
push for these policies next session
Dave Boucher
Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

Democrats held on to all three top 
statewide offices in last week’s midterm 
and scored an even bigger prize on top of 
it: the ability to enact their agenda, 
thanks to newly minted legislative ma­
jorities in the House and Senate.

Controlling the House, Senate and 
governor’s office opens up new policy­
making opportunities for Michigan 
Democrats, who have been in the Sen­
ate minority since 1984.

Democrats said they are not afraid to 
deliver on the promises they’ve made to 
voters for years when they officially take 
over the Legislature in January, pushing 
ahead on policies their GOP opponents 
say go too far.

Republicans controlled the Senate 
for four decades and the House for the 
past dozen years. The party used that 
power to pursue sweeping tax cuts, try 
to limit access to abortion, restructure 
the controversial “emergency man­
agers” law and attempt to curtail the au­
thority of the governor.

“Bipartisanship is going to be a prior­
ity. But what we’ve been talking about 
for the 12 years that we haven’t been in 
the majority is going to be something 
that will take precedent for us. No se­
crets or surprises here,” said state Rep. 
Joe Tate, D-Detroit, moments after his 
colleagues made him the first Black man 
to serve as state House speaker in Mich­
igan history. “At the end of the day, I 
mean, we have the gavel. So we’ll be 
controlling the agenda.”

The specifics of that agenda will de­
fine their legacy as the state heads into a 
new political chapter.

Whitmer pledged to put the pedal to 
the metal on Democratic policies. Newly 
chosen Senate Majority Leader Winnie 
Brinks, D-Grand Rapids, said her cham­
ber has 40 years of ideas that lan­
guished under GOP control.

Outgoing House Democratic leader 
Donna Lasinski, D-Scio Township, not­
ed Michigan’s political system is essen­

tially winner-take-all. But she suggest­
ed voters in the state are familiar with 
the issues Democrats espouse, and the 
party won’t risk immediately losing 
power if it stays true to its principles 
while improving the tenor of political 
discourse.

“We must return to civility, as a Leg­
islature, as a country, as a nation. What I 
have learned over my six years here is 
that the voice of leadership matters, 
that what we do and say matters, that 
how we treat each other matters,” Lasin­
ski said.

There are exceptionally important is­
sues that could be addressed, but po­
tentially not right away. Whitmer, Dem­
ocrats and some Republicans came out 
strongly in favor of bills to prevent law 
enforcement from using chokeholds or 
conducting no-knock raids in the past, 
but few made either a centerpiece of 
their reelection campaigns.

Republicans and Democrats in the 
statehouse now support exploring 
changes to the sweeping auto-insur- 
ance reform, noting many grievously in­
jured in crashes before the 2019 mea­
sure continue to need substantial help, 
even after a recent Court of Appeals rul­
ing.

While most leaders were a little cagey 
on details, there are a number of broad 
initiatives Democrats may pursue in the 
short term.

Right-to-work

In 2012, Republican majorities in the 
House and Senate passed a proposal 
that prevented labor unions from man­
dating members pay dues or fees, even 
if they were covered by collective bar­
gaining agreements administered by 
the union.

This “right-to-work” law prompted 
fierce pushback from the United Auto 
Workers, unions representing state em­
ployees and teachers and Democrats.

Brinks said Thursday that everything 
is on the table next session, but didn’t 
specifically commit to repealing right- 
to-work. But when newly elected House

Majority Floor Leader Abraham Aiyash 
was asked if the law would be gone, he 
immediately responded, “Absolutely!”

Tate demurred a bit moments later, 
saying, “We’ll take a look at it.”

“We know what right-to-work did to 
this state,” he said.

Jase Bolger, a Marshall Republican 
who led the House when the law was 
adopted, said it could be “very difficult” 
to repeal the right-to-work law and oth­
er GOP-led proposals crafted during his 
time. Even though right-to-work came 
two years after then-Gov. Rick Snyder 
and Republicans took control — largely 
because Snyder was reluctant until then 
to take up the issue — Bolger noted the 
GOP had 63 seats in the House at the 
time. Democrats now only have 56, just 
two more than the GOP minority.

“They’ve got a one-vote margin,” he 
said of Michigan Democrats. “Every sin­
gle seat matters. If they overreach, they 
will lose their majority.”

Democratic operative Adrian He- 
mond disagreed. Herhond, who previ­
ously worked in the House, said he ex­
pects the party to push for repealing the 
right-to-work law right out of the gate.

“I don’t consider that necessarily a 
huge overreach, in terms of public reac­
tion. The Republicans are going to hate 
it, obviously. And some of the Republi­
can interest groups. I don’t know that 
that’s the case with the voting public at 
large,” he said.

Abortion

Whitmer made much of her cam­
paign about a pledge to defend the right 
to an abortion.

Michigan voters handily approved a 
new amendment to the Michigan Con­
stitution that guarantees this right. But 
that measure does not automatically re­
move from the books the 1931 law that 
criminalizes performing almost any 
abortion.

The amendment likely renders that 
law unenforceable, but Democrats are 
still likely to strip it from state code as 
soon as possible. The voters who re­

turned Whitmer to Lansing with major­
ities in the House and Senate would 
likely see it as a failed promise if she and 
the Legislature did not nix this law.

“Voters set a clear mandate on Elec­
tion Day by passing Proposal 3 and 
electing pro-abortion rights majorities 
in the state Legislature. Not only do vot­
ers want Michigan’s dangerous 1931 
criminal abortion ban rendered unen­
forceable, they want it repealed entire­
ly,” said Nicole Wells Stallworth, execu­
tive director at Planned Parenthood Ad­
vocates of Michigan. “It’s long past time 
we remove this stain on Michigan’s law 
books. Planned Parenthood Advocates 
of Michigan looks forward to working 
with Gov. Whitmer and state legislative 
leaders to repeal the 1931 ban.”

However, there are any number of 
additional measures related to abortion 
and the amendment that could arise. 
Opponents to the measure raised ques­
tions about the impact of the amend­
ment on parental consent laws, gender- 
affirming therapy, health requirements 
for facilities that provide abortions and 
other questions.

While legal and medical experts — 
and voters — clearly disagreed, there 
will be questions about how the lan­
guage of the amendment translates to 
any restrictions on abortion in the fu­
ture.

Gun laws

When the outgoing, GOP-controlled 
Legislature returns to Lansing at the 
end of this month for the start of the so- 
called lame-duck legislative session, it 
will be nearly a year since a teen wield­
ing a gun killed four students and in­
jured six others and a teacher at Oxford 
High School.

In the months following the tragedy, 
lawmakers allocated money for schools 
to examine safety improvements. But 
they did nothing to prevent access to 
guns or increase penalties for those who 
don’t properly store their weapons.

See POLICIES, Page 5A
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That’s almost assuredly going to 
change, quickly, under a Democratical­
ly-controlled statehouse.

Repeatedly during the campaign, 
Whitmer said she supports bolstering 
laws that require safely storing guns 
and red flag laws — measures that cre­
ate a system where law enforcement 
can temporarily take away someone’s 
firearms in the event a family member, 
friend or loved one reports that person 
as being a possible threat.

A September opinion poll by Lan­
sing-based firm EPIC-MRA found 90% 
of respondents favored background 
checks on all gun sales, including when 
the weapons are purchased at a gun 
show or other private sale. Three out of 
four Republicans polled supported cre­
ating a specific law to hold gun owners 
responsible if children illegally accessed 
and used a firearm.

A majority of those polled also sup­
ported a three-day waiting period on 
gun purchases, increasing from 18 to 21 
the age requirement to purchase an as­
sault-style firearm and other compara­
ble measures.

Advocacy organizations Everytown 
for Gun Safety and Moms Demand Ac­
tion heralded Michigan’s election re­
sults.

“Our army of grassroots advocates 
have become the bench and next gener­
ation of gun sense lawmakers — and 
we’re eager to get to work helping save 
lives from gun violence in the coming 
legislative session,” said Shannon 
Watts, founder of Moms Demand Ac­
tion.

Taxes and spending priorities

Whitmer and other Democrats re­
peatedly pushed to end a specific so- 
called retirement tax while expanding a 
tax credit last session and are likely to 
do so again this year.

Whitmer called for repealing taxes on 
retirement income in her State of the 
State address this year. Part of the pro­
posal was to reinstate tax exemptions 
for public pension income that were re­
moved during the Snyder administra­
tion.

Nixing the exemptions costs roughly 
half a million Michiganders about

$1,000 a year, Whitmer argues. Legisla­
tive Republicans balked at the move this 
year, instead pushing to increase the 
amount of yearly income retirees could 
claim each year as tax-free. The gover­
nor reiterated her desire to repeal the 
tax during a recent television interview.

But there was very little specific op­
position to expanding eligibility for the 
earned income tax credit. The credit, for 
Michigan families earning a low in­
come, currently sits at 6% of the federal 
credit. Whitmer proposed expanding 
that to 20%, which would match the 
federal rate and increase savings for 
families who need it the most by about 
$350 a year. It’s an idea Republicans 
also included in their own broad legisla­
tive tax plan.

Whitmer and legislators failed to 
agree on a deal — largely because Re­
publicans wanted to roll back the state’s 
personal income tax rate — but a com­
promise on the EITC appears doable.

State Sen. Erika Geiss, D-Taylor, said 
expanding the EITC is one of many is­
sues rooted in inequity and injustice 
that need to be addressed. As one of the 
few returning leaders of the Michigan 
Legislative Black Caucus, she said law­
makers need to also ensure that record 
levels of education funding and support 
for child care are able to continue once 
federal COVID-19 funding is gone and 
address environmental issues such as 
air quality that impact neighborhoods 
and public health, she said.

Many of these issues “primarily af­
fect Black and brown communities, and 
lower-income communities,” Geiss 
said. “We know that if you don’t have 
child care, it makes it hard to work in our 
economy. If you don’t have affordable 
health care, how can you go to work and 
go to school?”

Republicans pushed hard earlier this 
year on different plans to cut gas taxes. 
While Whitmer vetoed some of these, 
noting they did not take effect until 
months after the GOP proposed them, 
over the summer she came out in favor 
of pausing sales tax collections on gas 
purchases.

Third-grade reading law

In 2016, Snyder and GOP lawmakers 
enacted a law that requires third graders 
to read at a specific level in order to 
move on to the fourth grade. Advocates 
argued the measure would put positive 
pressure on educators and students to

successfully improve reading capacity 
by the age deemed critical for a child’s 
development.

But in practice, many teachers, stu­
dents and advocacy organizations say it 
unfairly targets kids who need the most 
help.

In 2022, 5,680 Michigan third grad­
ers were eligible to be held back due to 
their low state standardized test reading 
scores, out of the 97,136 who took the 
test, about 5.8%, according to data from 
Michigan State University’s Education 
Policy Innovation Collaborative.

But there are stark disparities in who 
is flagged under the law: Researchers 
found that low-income students are 4.5 
times as likely to be eligible for retention 
than third graders from wealthier fam­
ilies. Black third graders were also 4.5 
times as likely to be eligible for retention 
than white third graders.

The Legislature essentially paused 
the law in 2020. But state Sen. Dayna 
Polehanki, a Livonia Democrat and for­
mer teacher who’s potentially in line to 
lead the Senate Education Committee, 
clearly articulated the fate of the law in 
the future.

“I will personally oversee the repeal 
of the GOP law that flunks 3rd grade stu­
dents based on one test score. It’s gone,” 
she tweeted Wednesday.

Equality under the law

Michigan’s major civil rights law, the 
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, does not 
expressly include the words “gender 
identity” or “sexual orientation.” But 
earlier this year, the Michigan Supreme 
Court ruled it would violate the law for 
an employer to fire someone because 
that person is gay.

There was bipartisan support to in­
clude gender identity and sexual orien­
tation in the law before Democrats took 
over the Legislature, and chief advocate 
state Sen. Jeremy Moss, D-Southfield, 
thinks the bill finally has a chance to 
come up for a full vote.

“For the last several years that I have 
been in the Legislature, I can tell you we 
have had the votes to do this. Most 
Michiganders support this, and most 
legislators would vote for it. But if s al­
ways been out-of-touch, far-right con­
servative leadership that has held this 
up,” Moss said.

Moss noted there’s nothing in state 
law that protects the rights of an LGBTQ 
couple to get a civil union, let alone get

married. Those are currently afforded 
under a U.S. Supreme Court decision, 
but at least one justice hinted in an opi­
nion tied to overturning Roe v. Wade 
that the decision could be reversed.

“We don’t want to run people out of 
the state who are contributing to our 
economy just because of who they have 
fallen in love with,” said Moss, who is 
gay. “I certainly believe this is a moral 
issue, but this is also holding our state 
back economically, that we have not yet 
enshrined this into law.”

Ethics reform

Voters overwhelmingly approved a 
new constitutional amendment that re­
quires elected officials file more finan­
cial disclosures, but a majority of law­
makers previously supported measures 
that went much further.

In consecutive sessions, the vast ma­
jority of the Michigan House voted on 
bills to subject more public officials to 
open records laws, increase financial re­
porting requirements and any number 
of other issues. But now, Moss — who’s 
helped lead the effort in the upper 
chamber with Sen. Ed McBroom, R-Vul- 
can — thinks the Republican roadblock 
to progress is gone.

“None of these are novel concepts. 
We’re fighting to be, in many regards, 
the 49th state to do many of these 
things,” Moss said.

In the House, expect Tate and Demo­
cratic leaders to take a more direct ap­
proach to ethics. Ex-House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, R-Levering, is embroiled in a 
widespread scandal, including allega­
tions he sexually assaulted his sister-in- 
law and in some way misspent public 
money. He’s denied wrongdoing, but for 
months Tate and other Democrats 
called on Republican House leaders to 
launch an internal investigation.

They did not. But it would be no sur­
prise to see Tate embark on such an in­
quiry almost immediately.

Former Michigan Gov. Jim Blan­
chard, the last Democratic governor to 
enjoy majorities in both chambers of the 
Legislature, said Whitmer’s situation 
today is vastly different from his in 1983. 
Blanchard inherited a huge deficit and 
double-digit unemployment. Whitmer 
has a multibillion-dollar surplus to work 
with.

“It’s a great opportunity,” he said. 
“We really haven’t had this kind of situa­
tion in modem history.”
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Michael Chou, of Lyon Township, is the 
founder of Midnight Kitchen Tools.
COURTESY OF MICHAEL CHOU

A pizza cutter made by Midnight 
Kitchen Tools. The kitchen gadget, 
along with the company’s signature ice 
cream scoop, was recently listed as 
one of Oprah Winfrey’s favorite things 
for the holiday season, photos by 

DAVID VESELENAK/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

A box containing a Midnight Kitchen 
Tools ice cream scoop. Made of 
stainless steel, the ergonomic scoop is 
designed to better deliver ice cream 
from the container.

Products
Continued from Page 1A

After years of solid sales and great re­
views, it began to get noticed even more. 
Winfrey put the ice cream scoop on her 
favorite tilings list first back in 2016, the 
first major validation Midnight Kitchen 
Tools received.

This time, she’s placed both the origi­
nal scoop and the pizza cutter — 
launched in 2020 — on her list for holi­
day gift giving.

“No one expects pieces like these to 
be so fancy-schmancy-looking!” the de­
scription on the website states about 
the two pieces. “This set comes with a 
pizza cutter and an ice cream scoop that 
are made from stainless steel and have 
ergonomic handles.”

Both are made to last forever, Chou 
said, and each piece has plenty of love in 
it.

“Each one is hand polished after it’s 
formed. Actually, every scoop is a little 
bit different in that way,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of care in it.”

While the products are manufac­

tured overseas, they are designed and 
shipped out of a non-descript ware­
house in the Colonial Industrial Park off 
10 Mile east of Rushton. There, the 
2,500-square-foot warehouse is packed 
with boxes ready to be shipped directly 
to customers, as well as to Amazon, 
which fulfills orders for the products.

While the company currently only 
has the two products, Chou said he’s 
hopeful another product could launch in 
the next several years.

The holidays are typically the biggest 
time of year for the company, Chou said, 
unsurprising as people look for unique 
gifts for loved ones or coworkers. Sales 
continue to grow as word-of-mouth ex­
pands on the quality of the items, he 
said.

Td say we do 50% of our sales during 
this time,” he said. “(Customers) buy it, 
they love it, they tell someone else about 
it.”

To purchase a set or one of the pieces 
individually, visit Amazon or the com­
pany’s website, midnightkitchentools. 
com.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at 
dveselenak@hometownlife.com or 734- 
678-6728. Twitter: @davidveselenak.
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Buff City Soap recently opened at 43555 Ford Road
in Canton, photos by david veselenak/hometownlife.com

Lovely
Continued from Page 1A

The location next to Planet Fitness was a no-brainer 
when the brand was looking for a home in the Ply- 
mouth-Canton area, said Virginia Kamenitzer, mar­
keting manager for the franchise that owns the Canton 
Buff City Soap.

“We have experience with Planet Fitness in the 
past, and we realized the (township) of Canton, as well 
as the adjacent city of Plymouth, just have a great 
community,” she said. “This is just an area that is just 
filled with great family vibe.”

Also on display on the local stand is a soap called 
“The Park,” which beckons to the three high-school 
campus located off Joy Road. It’s made using school 
colors from Canton, Plymouth and Salem high schools. 
They also have a display full of seasonal products as 
well, with the current scents celebrating the upcoming 
holidays.

In addition to being a retail spot, there’s a social as­
pect to it as well. A bar at the makery in the shop can 
hold up to 10 people for parties and special events 
where guests can make their own creations.

“Think about all the opportunities that are out there 
for kids,” said Virginia Kamenitzer, marketing man­
ager for the franchise that owns the Canton Buff City 
Soap. “This is interacting. They can scent it. Parents 
can bring in gifts.”

The store is open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 10 am. to 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday.

Get the latest headlines for metro Detroit every 
morning in your mailbox by signing up for our daily 
briefings newsletter.

Contact reporter David Veselenak at dvesele- 
nak@hometownlife.com or 734-678-6728. Follow him 
on Twitter @davidveselenak.

A locally made variety of soap, “The Park” is an 
homage to the Plymouth-Canton Educational Park 
that houses three high schools. Laundry detergent is a signature product.

Eris Taylor, director of operations for the Buff City Soap franchise in Canton, organizes products in the store.

Westland Library Director Jennifer Roth reads a book. The library will close beginning Nov. 21 to prepare 
for a major renovation project. Library services and programs will move to the old Marshall Upper 
Elementary School on Bayview Street during construction, hometownlife.com file

library
Continued from Page 1A

“All of those libraries are aware that we’re closing 
and are ready for Westland patrons,” Roth said. “Peo­
ple can check out books and use the internet there.”

Renovation to add meeting space, 
open floor plan

The $5.3 million renovation and addition will add 
much-needed gathering space at the library.

“Meeting space is one of our top requests,” Roth 
said. “Right now we have two meeting rooms and now 
we’re going to have 11. Those will be for everyone to 
use.”

Aside from meeting space, updates will include a 
more open layout at the library, a large programming

room, new carpets and new paint. The new meeting 
rooms will come equipped with video conference 
capabilities.

Roth said her staff is excited about the updates 
and expect the library’s temporary relocation will 
allow the new services to arrive as quickly as pos­
sible.

“By closing and moving everything off site, we’ve 
shortened the project dramatically,” she said. “If we 
had stayed open at our current location, this could 
easily be a two-year project. But by moving off site, 
it’ll be done by next summer.”

Construction is being paid for with money saved 
during pandemic-related closures and from past 
savings for a renovation. The library is not using 
any money from the operating millage voters ap­
proved last summer.

Contact reporter Shelby Tankersley at 
stankersle@hometownlife.com or 248-305-0448. 
Follow her on Twitter @shelby_tankk.
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Michael Pucher
LIVONIA - Pucher, 

Michael age 81 of Livo­
nia. Beloved husband of 
the late Elaine for over 
57 years. Cherished fa­
ther of Michael (Wen­
dy), Linda (Dave) Van- 
Goethem and Patrick 
(Sue). Proud grandpa 
of Amanda, Royce, 
Drew, Sydney and 
Grace. Dearest broth­
er of Bernie (Nancy) 
Pucher and the late Jim 
Pucher. Also survived 
by many other loving 
family and friends. 
Funeral Services were 
held last Thursday. In 
lieu of flowers memo­
rial contributions may 
be made to St. Edith 
Catholic Church and/ 
or American Cancer 
Society. Please visit 
online guestbook fred- 
woodfuneralhome.com
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Jail data dashboard ‘a game-changer’
Andrea May Sahouri
Detroit Free Press 

USA TODAY NETWORK

The public, along with the law enforcement com­
munity, can get a daily snapshot of the inmate pop­
ulation at the Wayne County Jail thanks to a new on­
line database.

The launch of the free, online database providing 
demographic figures, mental health data and other in­
formation on the jail population was announced 
Thursday by the Wayne County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Detroit Wayne Integrated Health Network.

Its goal is to provide transparency surrounding 
Wayne County’s incarcerated population and to help 
stakeholders in criminal justice to better understand 
and visualize how their decisions affect inmates and 
jail outcomes, the partnership said in a news release.

Transparency leads to change, according to Robert 
Dunlap, the Wayne County chief of jails.

“We think it’s going to be a game-changer here in 
Wayne County,” he told the Free Press. “In the long 
term, we are hopeful this dashboard will help us better 
understand the population and its characteristics, and 
that it will spark dialogue throughout our community 
about how we can work together to improve what we 
see.

“In particular, we hope the jail dashboard generates 
conversations about potential initiatives to reduce the 
length of stay for specific groups of people, alterna­
tives to incarceration, and the need for additional pro­
grams and system-wide changes.”

The dashboard shows 396 inmates have been 
housed in Wayne County jail facilities for more than 
one year, including 159 inmates who have been in jail 
for more than two years. County jail stays in Michigan 
are typically limited to one year, with longer sentences 
served in state prisons.

It isn’t clear what has led to so many extended 
stays. Jail officials hope the new dashboard brings 
more attention to that issue and others.

The dashboard offers numerous interactive graph­
ics that allow the public to explore different sets of da­
ta, including:

• Inmate demographics, including race, gender, 
and age.

• Mental health designations and number of avail­
able mental health beds.

• Length of incarceration, including pretrial and 
post conviction.

• Number of individuals in jail versus tethered.
• Types of charges and bookings.
• Originating agencies connected with inmate 

charges.
• Number of releases.
The dashboard is updated every morning, officials 

said.
It can accessed at sheriffconnect.com/dashboard.
Some notable statistics revealed in the dashboard:

■■■■■■■■

“In particular, we hope the jail dashboard 
generates conversations about potential 
initiatives to reduce the length of stay for 
specific groups of people, alternatives to 
incarceration, and the need for additional 
programs and system-wide changes.”
Robert Dunlap Wayne County chief of jails

• 75.3% of jail population is Black.
• 91% of inmates are male.
• 94.6% are in jail for felonies
• 82.25% are in jail awaiting trial, versus 13.61% 

serving sentences.
• 26.13% of inmates are labeled “mental health con­

sumers.”
By making the data easily accessible, the Sheriff’s 

Office and Detroit Wayne Integrated Health Network 
hope the dashboard will help reduce incarceration 
rates for those experiencing mental illness or sub­
stance abuse disorders, and those charged with low- 
level, non-violent crimes such as traffic offenses or 
property crimes, according to their news release.

“Across Wayne County, over 40 percent of local jail 
inmates have been diagnosed with mental health dis­
orders, and many more in the system are likely undiag­
nosed and require some form of treatment,” said An­
drea Smith, director of innovation and community en­
gagement at DWIHN. “With the dashboard in place, 
we’re much better equipped to respond to the obvious 
urgency to improve and target our delivery of services, 
which not only raises the quality of life for people cur­
rently under jail-system supervision, but can also con­
tribute dramatically to the prevention of recidivism, 
and to improve outcomes for the families and commu­
nities of released individuals in the long run.”

In 2021, the Wayne County Sheriff’s Office and 
DWIHN received a two-year grant from the Hudson- 
Webber Foundation to develop the public dashboard 
with the technology firm WIT Inc. But the analytics 
work started prior to Hudson-Webber’s grant, Dunlap 
and Smith told the Free Press.

The dashboard was first initiated in 2018, after the 
Sheriff’s Office and DWIHN tracked the mental health 
status of the Wayne County Jail inmate population 
and researched how other large cities have created 
change and transparency surrounding inmate popula­
tions.

Looking forward, the Sheriff’s Office and DWIHN 
“intend to expand their collaboration with the court 
system to influence policy and procedures that can ex­
pedite court proceedings, lead to the reduction of 
cases through diversion and mitigation measures and 
inform policymakers on the reforms and resources re­
quired to more effectively process cases,” the partner­
ship said in a news release.
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treatment plan for comparable services. Treatment plan must come from 
a licensed dentist within the past six months for comparable services 
and is subject to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details 
of the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this 
practice. [Valid until December 31. 2022] "Free X-ray &. consult offer has 
a minimum value of $75 and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray &. consult 
at initial visit Free X-ray &. consult offer may not be combined with any 
other coupons, discounts, insurance program, or prior order. Offer may 
change or end without notice.
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AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

YOUR SOURCE FOR THE LOCAL 
NEWS THAT AFFECTS 
YOUR COMMUNITY.

Observer & Eccentric
hometown1ife.comPART QFtAEUSA YOOAV NETWORK

KOHLER. Walk-In Bath
PEACE OF MIND WITH EVERY SOAK

INSTALLED IN AS 
LITTLE AS A DAY M

LIFETIME LIMITED
WARRANTY

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!
(313)241-9116

'Offer ends November 30, 2022. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty. Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty, or City 
of Buffalo, NY. $1,500 off average price of KOHLER walk-ln bath. Dealer sets all prices and Is responsible for full amount ot 
discount. Cannot bo combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing detalls.'GreenSky® is a loan 
program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrov/ers for the purchase of goods and/or 
services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally Insured, federal or state chartered financial institutions 
providing credit without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. GreenSky® is a registered 
trademark of GreenSky. LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loons on behall of participating lenders. GreenSky, LLC and 
GreenSky Servicing, LLC are subsidiaries of Goldman Sachs Bank USA. All rights reserved. Loans originated by Goldman Sachs 
are Issued by Goldman Sachs Bank USA, Salt Lake City Branch. NMLS #1416362, wvAV.nmlsconsumeraccess.org.
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FSM
A Groundworks' Company

PROVIDING TRUSTED 
SERVICE SINCE 2007

| FALL INTO SAVINGS! |

J OFF ANY SERVICE* J
I * Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $525 I 
■ Coupon must be presented at time of inspection. Offer may not ■
* be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer Ask *
| inspector for further details. Promo valid through 11/30/2022. |
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+ Affordable Payment Plans
+ Nationally-backed 

Transferable Warranties

Call for a FREE INSPECTION

(248)973-1215



SPORTS
Novi volleyball’s Vellucci, Hoffman 
have family to thank for success
Brandon Folsom
Hometownlife.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

For Sarah Vellucci and Kaitlyn Hoff­
man, it starts with family.

The two Novi volleyball players made 
it official during a national signing day 
event Nov. 9 at the high school: Vellucci

joined Long Beach State, while Hoffman 
is headed to Ohio State.

Not bad for two players ranked in the 
top 10 of the 2023 class in Michigan, ac­
cording to PrepDig.com.

But when you unravel the journeys it 
took to get to this day, it’s awe-inspiring 
that both even made it this far.

Take Vellucci, for example.

It wouldn’t have been shocking to see 
her join the family business.

Her father, Mark, grew up playing in 
the North American Hockey League and 
has made a career out of coaching the 
sport. He most recently spent the past 
nine seasons coaching Novi’s high 
school varsity.

Her uncle, Mike, bounced around the

minor leagues for years. And he even 
had a cup of coffee in the NHL with the 
Hartford Whalers. He went on to be­
come a coach and climbed the ladder. 
He’s currently an assistant with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins.

Plus her cousins and brother have

See SUCCESS, Page 2B

Why Cass 
Tech-Belleville’s 
Div. 1 football 
semifinal will 
he historic

Canton coach Andrew LaFata speaks with the media during the Kensington Lakes Activities Association Football Media 
Day on Aug. 12. tom beaudoin/special to hometownlife.com

How Andy LaFata quit coaching 
Canton football the right way
Brandon Folsom
H o m eto wn I ife, co m

USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

It’s probably cliche by now that play­
ing high school football is more about 
the life lessons you learn along the way 
than anything else.

But here’s another lesson we can 
learn from former Canton coach Andy 
LaFata.

Yes, former coach.
He let his players know following 

Week 9’s 50-14 victory over Livonia 
Churchill that he was stepping down. 
That’s a 15-year coaching career at Can­
ton, which includes leading the Chiefs 
for the past five seasons as the head

Coach with a 29-20 record. We can call it 
19 years if we include his 4 years as a 
player there.

For a long time, he’s been driving 
from his home in the Lake Orion area to 
teach and coach at Canton. And if those 
l1 hour-plus drives (both to and from) 
sound exhausting to you, imagine the 
toll it’s taken on him over the years.

Thafs why he interviewed for an 
opening at Lake Orion Community 
Schools 3 months ago. The interview ac­
tually took place the same day as Can- 
ton’s pre-season scrimmage in August.

And Lake Orion let him know that it 
wanted to hire him mere hours before 
the Chiefs’ Week 1 game kicked off.

Yes, that’s quite a dilemma.

Should he stay or should he go?
“It was definitely the elephant in the 

room,” LaFata told Hometown Life this 
week. “There was no way I could’ve 
said no to their offer. But I couldn’t just 
leave the team and all of the good peo­
ple that depended on me. But then 
they said, ‘Hang on. We can work this 
out.’ They subbed-out the job until the 
end of the football season. That right 
there told me everything I needed to 
know about the people there. It’s tough 
leaving the good people at Canton, but 
I think I’m finding another group of 
really good people to work with here at 
Lake Orion.”

See LAFATA, Page 3B

Mick McCabe
Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

There he was, Steve Kossak — who 
learned he would be Clarkston’s start­
ing quarterback about 3 p.m. Friday 
when his mother told him — taking the 
second down snap at the 3-yard line 
and backing away from center with 18 
seconds left and the Wolves trailing, 
33-28.

This was the biggest play of his life, 
and suddenly he found himself on the 
ground.

“When I rolled out,” he said, “I 
tripped over my left guard’s foot.”

Kossak’s body language was terri­
ble. It was as if he had just lost the 
game for his team.

“That’s what I thought,” he said. 
“Then it occurred to me that I needed 
to spike the ball.”

Quickly, Kossak snapped out of his 
funk, took another snap from center 
and clocked the ball, stopping the 
clock with 6 seconds left and the ball at 
the 8-yard line.

Clarkston coach Justin Pintar had 
called for a pass play when Kossak 
tripped.

“We went from hopefully having 
three plays to try to win the game,” Pin­
tar said, “to having only one shot to 
win it.”

Adams had called a timeout after 
the spike and it gave the Wolves a 
chance to be certain which play to run.

Parker Picot, Adam’s all-everything 
quarterback/defensive back, had been 
switched to defend 6-foot-6 Brody Ko- 
sin, who had earlier caught a 14-yard 
TD pass from Kossak on a fourth- 
and-9 play.

That is when junior sensation Des­
man Stephens realized he better be 
ready to become a local hero (if he 
hadn’t already accomplished that, but 
more on that later).

“We knew Parker would be on Bro­
dy, who we usually throw the fade to,” 
Stephens said. “So Stevie locked in 
and threw a great ball to the outside, 
and I caught it.”

There were only 1.8 seconds left 
when Stephens caught the ball and 
gave Clarkston a 36-33 victory over 
Adams, sending the Wolves into Sat­
urday’s 1 p.m. Division 1 semifinal 
against Caledonia.

Pintar was quite surprised that Kos­
sak was the starter, even though he 
took all of the snaps in Thursday’s 
practice after starter Mike Hein’s hip 
began giving him trouble.

See SEMIFINAL, Page 2B
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Success
Continued from Page IB

played or are still playing the sport. 
Surely, she would’ve been a natural giv­
en how much time she’s spent in hockey 
rinks watching her family over the 
years, right?

“I do love hockey — I really do love 
hockey,” Sarah said. “Part of me actually 
wishes I grew up playing it. But I can’t 
actually skate, which is kind of crazy 
with my family.”

Or is it?
Several of the Vellucci girls have ac­

tually grown up playing volleyball. Most 
notably, Sarah’s cousin, Kelly Vellucci, 
garnered all-state honors after helping 
Livonia Stevenson make it to the elite 
eight in 2011. She later went on to play 
four seasons at Saginaw Valley State.

“All of my cousins played volleyball 
growing up,” Sarah added. “So I went 
and watched them, and I was like, ‘Oh 
my gosh. This is so cool!’ So I kind of 
took after them, and I have them to 
credit with me wanting to play volley­
ball.”

That led to Sarah signing up, and here 
we are.

She was one of 10 girls nominated for 
Michigan’s Miss Volleyball award earlier 
this fall.

She’s been one of the top liberos in 
the state for Legacy Volleyball Club over 
the years, though she was asked to play 
outside hitter for Novi because she’s 6- 
foot tall.

The Wildcats saw their season end 
with a 3-0 loss to rival Northville in the 
Division 1 district championship. So 
she’ll likely never hit again.

And as far as starting a last-minute 
hockey career, that’s out of the question 
as well. She’s graduating early from No­
vi so she can join LBSU’s team next se­
mester.

“I do love hockey. It’s probably my fa­
vorite sport to watch, which is bad to say 
because I play volleyball,” she joked.

Hoffman has her older sister, Molly, 
to thank for her success in the sport.

Growing up, whatever Molly was do­
ing, that’s what Kaitlyn wanted to do as 
well.

That’s what led Kaitlyn to gymnas­
tics at a young age. And when Molly 
gave up tumbling to try volleyball in 
middle school, Kaitlyn was right behind 
her.

Semifinal
Continued from Page IB

Hein has a hip problem that flares up 
from time to time. Kossak actually had 
started three games before this, but 
Hein assured him he would be fine by 
Friday.

“Thursday is when it happened, but 
we’re still kind of hopeful,” Pintar said. 
“Our trainer didn’t think it was very seri­
ous. He went home, but the next day he 
couldn’t move it and couldn’t do this and 
that.”

Kossak got the news of his starting 
assignment from his mother because, 
well, moms know everything.

“His mom texted my mom,” he said. 
“Well, I was just in shock. She told me. 
and I was like: ‘OK, here we go. I guess I 
gotta get ready for the game.’”

Kossak started off like he was still in 
shock; not playing as well as he had ear­
lier in the season.

“It was kind of slow at first, I thought 
it was nervousness,” Stephens said. 
“Everybody was like: ‘Oh, crap, this is 
going to be a long game.’ But eventually 
he locked in and it was up from there.”

That is when Stephens began to write 
his story in Clarkston lore.

After Adams had taken a 14-7 lead, 
Stephens returned the ensuing kickoff 
83 yards to tie the game.

“They were kicking it left and they 
kept sending a bunch of pressure so we 
set up a return to the right side,” Ste­
phens said. “I followed my blocks and I 
got to the end zone.”

Stephens, who has offers from Pur­
due and a slew of Mid-American Con­
ference schools, is one of those guys 
who is as fast as he has to be in any par­
ticular situation.

Trailing 21-14, Stephens was handed 
the ball, but threw a 38-yard TD pass to 
Cole Church to tie the game.

“We kept running that end around 
sweep to me and we knew they might 
get a little greedy and try to come up on 
the run,” Stephens explained. “But he 
actually guarded him pretty well. So I 
told him to keep going upheld because 
he kind of stopped. Then he wiggled by 
and got open.”

That Stephens had the wherewithal 
to actually wave the receiver deeper was 
amazing.

“He kind of kept answering with big 
plays,” Pintar said. “He’s a really talent-
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Sarah Vellucci and Kaitlyn Hoffman with Novi volleyball coach Kacy Byron during a National Signing Day event Nov. 9.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON FOLSOM/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Ohio State volleyball signee Hoffman 
with her family.

“I actually played basketball for 6 
months, too, but it was not going well, so 
I just switched to volleyball after that,” 
the defensive specialist said. “I had lit­
erally no idea that I’d get to this point. I 
think I always knew after my 13s year (in 
travel) that I wanted to play at the high­
est level I could, and it was always a 
dream of mine to go to a D-I school.”

Kaitlyn’s first foray into volleyball 
was at clinics. One clinic at Legacy Vol­
leyball Club is what got her noticed.

She wasn’t the best player on the 
floor. But she showed athleticism. And 
Legacy’s coaches took note of that. She 
was asked to join one of their travel 
teams not long after that training ses­
sion.

She got to play alongside some of the 
best players in Michigan. And being 
around players such as Ann Arbor Sky­
line’s Harper Murray, the No. 1-ranked 
player in the country, was an eye-open­
er for Kaitlyn. Not only did playing with 
those types of athletes help elevate her 
game but it showed her what it took to 
be a Big Ten-caliber of player.

She ended her career as the eighth- 
best recruit in the state in the 2023 
class.

“I think I was a little scared going into 
that, but I think I adjusted pretty well to 
the level of play,” she said. “I think going 
onto the 13s team, I was surprised at the 
level it took to get up the level where ev­
eryone else was at. Like, Harper was so 
good. But I feel like I’ve always been 
pretty athletic. I’ve always had a really 
good work ethic. I’ve just always had 
that drive and motivation to get better 
and the want to spend the extra hours in 
the gym.”

Of course, Kaitlyn’s excited about 
joining Ohio State because of how much 
she enjoys being around the coaching 
staff. And she’s excited to study at one 
of the best universities in the country.

But would it shock you to find out 
that’s where Molly attends college as 
well?

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports in metro Detroit for Hometown 
Life. Follow him on Twitter @folsom- 
brandonj.

Semifinals schedule
Here are the 11-player matchups, with 
games Saturday at 1 p.m. unless noted.

Division 1

Caledonia (11-1) vs. Clarkston (10-2) at 
East Lansing.

Belleville (12-0) vs. Detroit Cass Tech 
(9-3) at Novi, Friday, 7 p.m.

Division 2

Grand Rapids Forest Hills Central (12-0) 
vs. Dexter (12-0) at Portage Northern.

Birmingham Groves (9-3) at Warren De 
La Salle (11-1) at Troy Athens.

Division 3

DeWitt (9-3) vs. Muskegon (10-2) at 
Greenville.

Detroit King (8-3) vs. Mason (12-0) at 
Westland Glenn.

Division 4

Edwardsburg (11-1) vs. Grand Rapids 
South Christian (12-0) at Battle Creek 
Harper Creek.

ed kid and his football IQ is really excel­
lent. A lot of kids would have panicked 
and just thrown it.”

It seems sacrilegious to be this deep 
into the story without having men­
tioned Clarkston sensation Ethan Clark, 
who has run for over 2,500 yards this 
season and over 5,000 for his career.

He gained 212 yards and on the final 
drive, it was Clark who led the charge to 
get into position for Kossak’s TD pass.

“He tends to kind of heat up as games 
go on,” Pintar said. “It was weird be­
cause it was a game he had over 200 
yards and it didn’t even feel like it was 
that good.”

With a runner like Clark, Kossak 
didn’t have to win the game for Clark­
ston — but in a way, he did just that.

“He didn’t throw as well as he’s capa­
ble of,” Pintar said, “other than the cou­
ple of touchdowns on fourth downs that 
we needed to have.”

But the most impressive thing about 
Kossak was something he didn’t do after 
he tripped and fell to the ground.

“Most kids would shut down after 
that, they would be so dejected,” Pintar 
said. “And he put it on the back burner

Goodrich (11-1) vs. Riverview (12-0) at 
Rochester.

Division 5
Gladwin (12-0) vs. Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central (11-1) at Ithaca.

Birmingham Detroit Country Day (8-3) 
vs. Frankenmuth (12-0) at Lapeer.

Division 6
Negaunee (12-0) vs. Reed City (11-1) at 
Gaylord.

Clinton (12-0) vs. Grand Rapids West 
Catholic (11-1) at Coldwater.

Division 7

Traverse City St. Francis (12-0) vs. New 
Lothrop (10-2) at Clare.

Napoleon (12-0) vs. Jackson Lumen 
Christi (9-3) at Chelsea.

Division 8
Iron Mountain (11-1) vs. Ubly (12-0) at 
Petoskey.

Clarkston Everest (9-3) vs. Ottawa Lake 
Whiteford (12-0) at Woodhaven.

and moved on to the next play.’”
And the play after the play after is the 

one Kossak will remember for the rest of 
his life.

“My friends texted me the play,” he 
said. “I’ve probably watched it 30 
times.”

Historic semifinal in Division 1

For the first time since 1989, we will 
have a Friday night semifinal when De­
troit Cass Tech and defending Division 1 
state champ Belleville meet at Novi. The 
7 p.m. game will be televised by Bally 
Sports.

The last semifinal played on a Friday 
night was the infamous “Ice Bowl 
Game” between Farmington Hills Harri­
son and East Grand Rapids at Flint At­
wood Stadium.

When Harrison coach John Herring­
ton gave his starting lineup to the P.A. 
announcer he asked: “Do you want our 
goalie?”

Before the start of the second quar­
ter, referee Joe Kavulich stopped the 
game, saying it was unsafe to continue. 
But former Michigan High School Ath-

V ' t i

letic Association executive director Jack 
Roberts ordered the game to continue.

Harrison won, 3-2, and the next week 
defeated DeWitt in a thriller, 28-27, in 
the final game of Mill (The Thrill) Cole­
man’s illustrious career.

Clinton pulls off stunner 
in Division 6

With 10:06 left to play in the third 
quarter, Clinton trailed Warren Michi­
gan Collegiate, 24-6, and coach Casey 
Randolph could have been forgiven if he 
began to think about where he was go­
ing to spend this week deer hunting.

“It didn’t look good, for sure,” Ran­
dolph said. “We would stop them and 
stop them and then they would rip off 
third-and-long runs of 65 and 57 yards. 
We felt we had things adjusted, but kids 
would make simple mistakes and they 
took it house.”

Collegiate was about to add another 
touchdown when Nik Shadley managed 
to come up with the play of the season 
and wound up with the ball at the Clin­
ton 7-yard line.

“Honestly, he had the tackle, ripped 
the ball and was able to jump on,” Ran­
dolph said. “I don’t know how he kept 
ahold of it because he’s all of 140 
pounds. He’s a tough nut. I think that 
was the backbreaker for them and 
springboarded us into having a chance 
to make the comeback.”

That led to a 93-yard drive with Andy 
Fair passing to Bradyn Lehman.

Clinton looked to be in serious trou­
ble again when Collegiate scored with 
8:21 left in the fourth quarter for a 30-18 
lead. Then Shadley caught a 20-yard TD 
pass.

“We never stopped playing the game, 
we never hung our heads,” Randolph 
said. “We kept playing defense, kept 
grinding towards some different things 
offensively that allowed us to move the 
ball quicker.”

A high snap from the center forced 
the Collegiate punter to run, but he went 
nowhere, leading to a 5-yard Lehman 
run for a 31-30 victory.

Making the comeback more impres­
sive: neither team runs a spread offense 
that features quick-strike touchdowns 
and it occurred in a Division 6 regional 
final.

“Especially in that high caliber of a 
game and the type of offenses both 
teams run, we’re both dominantly pow­
er run offenses,” Randolph said.

i



S’more 
Pumpkin 
Cookies 
combine 
variety of 
fall spices
Angelina Larue
Special to the Avalanche-Journal 

USA TODAY NETWORK - TEXAS

November is ushering in some cooler 
temps and I’m ready for the cozy, warm 
taste of fall. Pumpkin spice lattes are 
nice, and all, but I’m geared up for bak­
ing.

The aroma alone when we start to 
bake with cinnamon, nutmeg and other 
warm spices is intoxicating. Pumpkin 
pies, pumpkin bread, and in this case, 
pumpkin cookies, all provide that depth 
of flavor I crave this time of year.

This particular cookie combines 
pumpkin with another nostalgic treat. I 
add mini marshmallows and chocolate 
to the top of each mound of pumpkin to 
take me back to days of summertime 
camping.

You can use gluten-free flour, or even 
almond flour, if you prefer. And if you 
are eating plant-based, vegan marsh­
mallows are available in many markets 
now.

I love the nuttiness of the pecans. 
And the toasted marshmallows and 
smooth dark chocolate create that fa­
miliar s’mores combo.

S’more Pumpkin Cookies make a go­
to snack this fall, and will also be a good 
option for holiday cookie exchanges.

Enjoy the warm scents and inviting 
flavors of autumn.

Angelina Larue is a food writer, reci­
pe developer and author of “The Whole 
Enchilada Fresh and Nutritious South­
western Cuisine.”

This particular cookie combines pumpkin with another nostalgic treat. By adding mini marshmallows and chocolate to the 
top of each mound of pumpkin, it can take you back to days of summertime camping. Angelina larue

S’more pumpkin cookies

Makes 7 dozen.

1 Vi cups flour
& cup brown sugar, or coconut sugar 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

Yi teaspoon ground nutmeg 

Ya teaspoon salt 

% cup pure pumpkin puree

Y cup creamy almond butter

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Ya cup chopped pecans

48 mini marshmallows

12 small squares dark chocolate

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a 
baking sheet with parchment paper.

Place flour, sugar, baking powder, 
cinnamon, nutmeg, and salt into a large 
mixing bowl. Stir to mix.

Add pumpkin, almond butter, and

vanilla to the dry ingredients. Stir until 
all the flour is incorporated. Add pecans 
and stir until evenly distributed.

Divide dough into 12 equal balls. Place 
them 2 inches apart on prepared baking 
sheet. Top each cookie dough ball with 
4 mini marshmallows. Bake for 19 to 21 
minutes in preheated oven. As soon as 
they come out of the oven, top each 
one with a square of chocolate. Serve 
warm or room temperature.

Store in an airtight container for up to 
one week.

MEET THE 2022 ALL-KLAA FOOTBALL TEAM
Bryce Underwood, Belleville, QB,
Soph.
Jeremiah Beasley, Belleville, LB/RB, Jr. 
Dennis Crawford, Belleville, DB/WR,
Sr.
Jeremiah Warren, Belleville, DL/OL, Sr. 
Camden Weaver, Belleville, DL/OL, Sr. 
Nathaniel Johnson, Belleville, OL, Jr. 
Julian Johnson, Belleville, WR, Jr.
Kevin Simes, Belleville, WR, Jr.
Ronald Jackson, Belleville, DL/OL, Jr. 
Brayden Lane, Belleville, K, Soph. 
Mychal Yharbrough, Belleville, DB/ 
WR, Sr.
Hunter Harding, Brighton, LB, Sr. 
Griffin Bell, Brighton, LB, Sr.
Ryan Velarde, Brighton, DB, Sr.
Nick Thalacker, Brighton, DL, Sr. 
Andrew Stewart, Brighton, DB, Sr. 
Jack Gregorich, Brighton, DB, Sr. 
Mason Millhouse, Brighton, WR, Sr. 
Ashton Tomassi, Brighton, WR, Sr. 
Colin McKernan, Brighton, QB, Sr. 
Carson Shrader, Brighton, RB, Sr.
Jack Storey, Brighton, OL, Sr.
Antonio Correa, Canton, LB, Sr.
Andon Locke, Canton, LB, Sr.
Devon Pettus, Canton, RB, Jr.
Caleb Williams, Canton, DB, Jr.
Adam Saleh, Dearborn, QB/DB, Sr. 
Noah Dobert, Dearborn, RB/DB, Sr. 
Cameron Smalley, Dearborn, OL/DL, 
Sr.
Hassan Sareini, Dearborn, LB/RB, Jr. 
Evin Pencil, Dearborn, DE/TE, Jr.
Ali Homayed, Dearborn, OL/DL, Jr. 
Brady Isaacson, Dearborn, DE/TE, Jr. 
Hussein Beydoun, Dearborn Fordson, 
RB/DB, Sr.
Mohamed Traboulsi, Dearborn Ford- 
son, DE, Sr.
Mstafa Aljanaby, Dearborn Fordson, 
WR, Soph.
Joey Mattord, Hartland, OLB/RB, Sr. 
Chase Kern, Hartland, LB, Sr.
Vincent Cox, Hartland, OL/DL, Sr. 
Mitch Cavanaugh, Hartland, WR/LB, 
Sr.
Luke Dibert, Hartland, DT, Sr.
Jaxson Wilson, Hartland, DE/TE, Sr. 
Bobby Kanka, Howell, DE/TE, Soph. 
Nolan Nelson, Howell, OL/DL, Sr. 
Carter Kraft, Howell, LB, Sr.
John Lovich, Howell, DB, Sr.
Jayden Allen, Livonia Churchill, WR,
Sr.
Justin Lynch, Livonia Churchill, OL, Sr. 
JD Bates, Livonia Franklin, QB, Sr. 
Tyler Garrett, Livonia Franklin, WR/ 
DB, Sr.

Jacob Goria, Livonia Franklin, DL, Jr. 
Owen Hawley, Livonia Franklin, OL,
Sr.
Jon Jasionowski, Livonia Franklin,
DB, Jr.
Drew Kelbert, Livonia Franklin, TE, Jr. 
Cordel Mabins, Livonia Franklin, RB, 
Sr.
Dominic Simpson, Livonia Franklin, 
DB/RB, Sr.
Sam White, Livonia Franklin, LB, Sr. 
Charlie Davidek, Livonia Stevenson, 
DL/OL, Sr.
Ar’Jon Thompson, Livonia Steven­
son, QB/DB, Jr.
Aiden Nolan, Livonia Stevenson, 
WR/DB, Jr.
Owen Reed, Livonia Stevenson, LB/ 
TE, Sr.
Nihad Ajdarpasic, Livonia Stevenson, 
DL, Sr.
Bryce Cunningham, Livonia Steven­
son, OL/DL, Jr.
Max Anderson, Northville, S, Sr.
Evan Deak, Northville, OLB, Jr. 
Graham Gilmartin, Northville, OL, Jr. 
Zach Groot, Northville, CB, Sr.
Ferris Jordan^ Northville, DL, Jr. 
Hunter Ladach, Northville, OLB, Sr. 
Caleb Moore, Northville, RB, Jr.
Luca Prior, Northville, QB, Sr.
Angelo Rodriguez, Northville, WR,
Sr.
Niko Krall, Novi, LB, Sr.
Luke Aurillia, Novi, WR/DB, Sr. 
Preston Phimister, Novi, OL/DL, Sr. 
Caleb Walker, Novi, QB, Jr.
Boden Fernsler, Novi, WR, Jr.
Cole Shires, Novi, RB/LB, Sr.
Martez Langford, Novi, RB/DB, Sr. 
Jaxson McCaig, Plymouth, RB/LB/ 
DB, Jr.
Luc Damiani, Plymouth, WR/DB/K/P, 
Jr.
Orlando Daniels, Plymouth, TE/DE, 
Sr.
Evan Cosgrove, Plymouth, RB/LB, Sr. 
Robert Jones Jr, Salem, RB, Sr. 
Dwayne Jones, Wayne Memorial, 
WR/RB, Jr.
Xavier Spadacini, Westland John 
Glenn, RB/LB/DB, Sr.
Damon Powers, Westland John 
Glenn, RB/LB/DB, Jr.
Connor LeCourt, Westland, John 
Glenn, TE/DE, Sr.
Mike Boyd, Westland, John Glenn, 
OT/DT, Sr.

LaFata
Continued from Page IB

LaFata’s final day teaching at Ply- 
mouth-Canton Community Schools is 
in early November.

So, yes, he stuck it out.
But he told virtually nobody about 

his new job.
Not his 3-6 team, which was endur­

ing quite the rebuild with 19 new ju­
niors and sophomores starting for the 
first time. It would’ve been easy to 
walk away from that situation, espe­
cially when the injuries started piling 
up.

Not former Canton coach Tim Bae- 
chler, a Michigan High School Football 
Coaches Association Hall of Famer 
who mentored LaFata over the years.

Not even his assistants.
“We were shocked when he actually 

told the coaching staff after Week 8,” 
eighth-year Canton assistant Steve 
Robb said. “I don’t even know if his 
mom knew, and she’s one of our big­
gest fans and comes to all the games. I 
don’t think anybody knew. We expect­
ed Andy to tell the kids leading up to 
Week 9 against Churchill. He didn’t. 
His focus was on preparing for the 
game. He didn’t want any distractions 
for the players. We played well, and he 
told them after the game. That’s the 
kind of guy Andy is. He’s a players-first 
coach, and that was the way he han­
dled it with our team.”

LaFata hasn’t had a fall Friday night 
off since 2007. By the time he was a ju­
nior at Eastern Michigan University, he 
was making the drives from Ypsilanti 
to the Chiefs’ practices and working as 
an assistant under Baechler.

And those drives could’ve been a lot 
worse had Robb gotten his way.

Twice, Robb tried luring LaFata 
away from Canton to work on his staff 
when he was a head coach elsewhere.

“I first met him in about 2010 when 
he was about 22 years old,” said Robb, 
who just finished his 44th year coach­
ing. “I was impressed. Even back then, 
he was one of the best offensive line 
coaches I’ve ever been around. I 
thought that right away when he was 
22 years old. I tried to steal him and get 
him to come to Milan with me. And 
then I tried to get him to come to (Dear­
born) Divine Child with me. He’s just a 
great teacher of technique, and he real­

ly knows his Xs and Os.”
While LaFata hasn’t ruled out getting 

back into coaching in the future, he has 
no immediate plans to coach. He hasn’t 
been asked to join Lake Orion’s football 
staff, nor has any of the other nearby 
teams asked him to come aboard.

“There’s no athletics involved with 
this decision,” he added. “It was just a 
career decision.”

LaFata said being done with football 
has been a surreal feeling as this was his 
first week not game-planning for an up­
coming opponent. The Chiefs missed 
qualifying for the postseason for the 
first time since 2007.

And that, right there, speaks to why 
leaving Canton was such a hard deci­
sion.

There will always be talent within the 
program. Competing for a state champi­
onship is always a possibility.

“If this was a football decision, I nev­
er would have left,” LaFata said. “But 
with the opportunity to work at Lake 
Orion, I had to do what was best for my­
self and my family. I drove to Canton ev­
ery day for the past 6 or 7 years. When 
you add my young kids into the mix, it 
was just how many years can you keep 
on doing this? Without kids, I can do it. 
With two young kids, it’s getting to be a 
little much. Sometimes I couldn’t get to 
our JV games because that meant miss­
ing another night with them.

“I had to ask myself: What do you 
want your next 15 years to look like? 
That’s how I looked at it. I had been 
there for 15 years and got everything I 
could have ever asked out of it. What 
more is out there? It’s time to try and 
find that. I didn’t want to leave the kids I 
know there. But had I stayed, there 
would’ve been the next group of kids 
that I wouldn’t have wanted to leave, 
too.”

Quitting a job is never easy.
But LaFata, gracefully, stuck the 

landing.
Even though life would’ve been easi­

er for him had he quit coaching in Week 
1, he grit through the rebuilding process. 
He showed up to practices. He game- 
planned with his assistants. He gave the 
Chiefs everything he had. And he kept 
the distractions away from them until 
after the season.

LaFata did it the right way, and his 
players will only benefit from having 
watched how he handled such a chal­
lenging experience.

Twitter: (3>folsombrandon].



MICHIGAN HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS SCORES FROM REGIONAL FINALS
Ubly 49, Fowler 7 Division 3Saturday 

Division 1
Belleville 33, Novi De­
troit Catholic Central 10 
Caledonia 42, Grand 
Ledge 14

Division 3
Muskegon 27, Zeeland 
West 20

Division 5

Gladwin 26, Oakridge 
High School 8

Division 6

Negaunee 18, Glad­
stone 12
Reed City 6, Millington 0

Division 7

Traverse City St. Francis 
63, Ithaca 0

Division 8

Iron Mountain 34, Evart 
33

8-Player semifinals 

Division 1

Martin 42, Brown City 8

Division 2

Mendon 30, Morrice 14

Friday

Division 1
Clarkston 36, Rochester 
Adams 33
Detroit Cass Tech 35, 
Macomb Dakota 21

Division 2
Birmingham Groves 32, 
Livonia Franklin 25 
Dexter 42, Midland 7 
Grand Rapids Forest 
Hills Central 21, East 
Lansing 17
Warren De La Salle 55, 
Harrison Township 
L’Anse Creuse 7

DeWitt 29, Linden 16 
Detroit King 22, Bir­
mingham Brother Rice 
12
Mason 42, Trenton 24

Division 4
Eddies Edwardsburg 
Michigan 24, Hastings 
14
Goodrich 40, Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s Prep 20 
Grand Rapids South 
Christian 28, Whitehall 
21
Riverview 45, Dearborn 
Divine Child 35

Division 5

Birmingham Detroit 
Country Day 44, Flat 
Rock 7
Frankenmuth 49, Flint 
Hamady 7
Grand Rapids Catholic

See SCORES, Page SB

Detroit King wide receiver Damon Stennis (17) runs against Birmingham Brother 
Rice during the second half of a Division 3 regional championship game at 
Detroit King on Nov. 11. junfu han/detroit free press

The customer’s 
journey is complex

Marketing to them 
doesn’t have to be.

We
simplify
local
marketing

.

LOCALiQ localiq.com



Scores
Continued from Page 4B

Central 42, Portland 19
Division 6

Clinton 31, Warren 
Michigan Collegiate 30 
Grand Rapids West 
Catholic 37, Lansing 
Catholic 7

Division 7

Jackson Lumen Christi 
7, Lawton 6 
Napoleon 14, Monroe 
St. Mary Catholic Cen­
tral 7
New Lothrop 29, Elkton- 
Pigeon Bay Port Laker 
20

Division 8
Clarkston Everest Col­
legiate 30, Sterling 
Heights Parkway Chris­
tian 6
Whiteford 38, White 
Pigeon 26

State semifinal 
schedule

11-player
All games Saturday at 1 
p.m. unless noted.

Division 1

Caledonia (11-1) vs. 
Clarkston (10-2) at East 
Lansing.
Belleville (12-0) vs. De­
troit Cass Tech (9-3) at 
Novi, Friday, 7 p.m.

Division 2

Grand Rapids Forest 
Hills Central (12-0) vs. 
Dexter (12-0) at Portage 
Northern.
Birmingham Groves 
(9-3) at Warren De La 
Salle (11-1) at Troy Ath­
ens.

Division 3

DeWitt (9-3) vs. Muske­
gon (10-2) at Greenville. 
Detroit King (8-3) vs. 
Mason (12-0) at West- 
land Glenn.

Division 4
Edwardsburg (11-1) vs. 
Grand Rapids South 
Christian (12-0) at Bat­
tle Creek Harper Creek. 
Goodrich (11-1) vs. Ri- 
verview (12-0) at Roch­
ester.

Division 5

Gladwin (12-0) vs.
Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central (11-1) at Ithaca. 
Birmingham Detroit 
Country Day (8-3) vs. 
Frankenmuth (12-0) at 
Lapeer.

Division 6

Negaunee (12-0) vs. 
Reed City (11-1) at Gay­
lord.
Clinton (12-0) vs. Grand 
Rapids West Catholic 
(11-1) at Cold water.

Division 7

Traverse City St. Francis 
(12-0) vs. New Lothrop 
(10-2) at Clare.
Napoleon (12-0) vs. 
Jackson Lumen Christi 
(9-3) at Chelsea.

Division 8

Iron Mountain (11-1) vs. 
Ubly (12-0) at Petoskey. 
Clarkston Everest (9-3) 
vs. Ottawa Lake White- 
ford (12-0) at Wood- 
haven.

8-player 

Division 1

Merrill (12-0) vs. Martin 
(12-0) at Superior 
Dome, Marquette, Sat­
urday, 11 a.m.

Division 2

Mendon (10-2) vs. Pow­
ers North Central (12-0) 
at Superior Dome, Mar­
quette, Saturday, 2 p.m.
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cars instruments
garage sales jewelery

tickets furniture
antiques auctions

motorcycles collectibles
computers jobs

boats appliances
sports yard sales

equipment tablets
pets cameras

.... ...... , ,

1 S I I®

Place your classified ad today.

v v I



FIND THE WORDS
This is a theme puzzle with the 
subject stated at right. Find the 
listed words in the grid. They may 
run in any direction but always in a 
straight fine. Some letters are used 
more than once. Ring each word as 
you find it and when you have 
completed the puzzle, there will be 
25 letters left over. They spell out 
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
C8oitrBllanwofdgBmes.com.au

2022 I 0&

Lifetime of

E MEDIA (CP)

memories

Barton Family Kerr Paper
BBQs Flynn Lang Rosewall
Bond Games Matlock Ships
Calwell Gould Police Slides
Camps Gran Melba Songs
Cerutty Grundy Moore Summers
Crash Hawke MS DOS Television
Cyclone Hoad O'Keefe Twist

Tracy Holt Page Vietnam
Davey Hopman Pets Whltlam

Face Hume Photos Zacs

E R 
S C 
H Q 
A L 
W L 
K E 
E W 
N L 
N A 
Y C

V I 
A Z 
A E 
B F 
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P N 
G H
M
O

TODAY’S ANSWER
sAep pio poob eg; bu.ijegiueuiey
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L
T
I
H

E H 0 H 0 
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_ KENKEN
1. Each row and column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
easy) or 1 though 6 
challenging) without repeating.

2. The numbers within the 
heavily outlined boxes, called 
cages, must combine using the 
given operation (in any order) to 
produce the target numbers in 
the top-left corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single-box 
cages with the number in the 
top-left corner.

M R B ACROSS 65 “Personal” 11 Sooner 42 Faction of a
S A S 1 Imaginative records 12 Gets hitched faith
D D rr pursuit 66 Paris’ Avenue _ 14 Gets rid of 44 Doled (out)
K r C. 4 Snapshot setting Champs-Elysees 18 Freshen up 46 Displays
D E M 9 Freight carrier 22 “Just like that!” overeagerness
A R A 13 Needing a DOWN 24 Bleep out 47 Parliamentary
V E G battery charge 1 Cost of a 27 Muse of poetry procedure pro

15 Furlough commercial 28_-com (film 50 Enticed, with “ir
E F 0 16 Quick stick 2 Champagne genre) 51 One-named
Y E U 17 Handywoman’s region city 29 Midwestern British singing
S E L special 3 Prepares for capital star
i IS n 19 Maraud takeoff 30 Scratched (out) 52 Old-fashionedl r\ u 20 Novelist Zola 4 Seasonal bug 31 Some house oath

R 0 D 21 Common 5 Swans, in a wines 53 Perched on
A E N coffee-break time Christmas song 32 Hearty dinner 54 New sorority
r y r 22 Magnet ends 6 First-aid kit item 33 Rancho beast member,

23 Basic nature 7 Place for pizza 34 Staged an perhaps
A L L 25 French 8 According to historic battle 55 Overly clever
R A N affirmation 9 Pop out of the 39 ‘That’s 56 Sonata

26 Playground ground amazing!” designation
staple 10 Short-term 40 Flavor added to 59 Temp

32 Scattered about alliance a roast 60 Temp monitors

©2022 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com
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SUDOKU | CREATORS

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box 
with every row, column and 3x3 
box containing the digits just 
once. Difficulty level ranges from 
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold 
(hardest) RATING: BRONZE

TODAY’S ANSWER

£ P 6 L 8 Z I 9 9
£ Z l 6 9 £ 8 P L
L 8 9 l P 6 Z £
9 9 L 8 Z l P £ 6
Z £ P 9 9 6 L 8 l
6 l 8 P £ L Z 9 9
P 6 Z £ l 9 9 L 8
I 9 9 Z L 8 £ 6 P
8 L £ 9 6 P 9 I Z

2 9 8
9 8 2 5 1

8 6 9
6 3 4 8

1 7 5 4 2
4 1 2 5

2 1 7
7 8 3 9 2
6 8 3

NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

35 Vane venue
36 Big little name in 

WWII headlines
37 Low digits
38 Possum habitat
40 Did some 

weeding
41 Poetic 

preposition
42 Flue stuff
43 Rids of errors 
45 Maker of

miracles
48 Lob’s path
49 Breakfast bar 

ingredient
53 Fancy neckwear 
55 Picnic discard
57 Eat into
58 In _ (fully)
59 Totally awesome
61 German auto
62 180
63 Circular highway
64 High degrees

1 2 a
13 14 I
17 18

20

23

32 33 34

37

41

45 46

48

53 54

58

61

64

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2022 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS® AOL.COM 11/17/22
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We Stare
We place your contents in an 
on-site locked storage unite 
so you can rest assured your 
things are dry and safe

We Floor
Watch the transformation 
as we liven up your space 
with our lifetime warranted 
coating system called 
GatorGuard! Then we return 
and safely place your items 
where we found them.

(f) NEW BATH Walk-In Bath & Shower Systems

‘Cannot he combined with any other offer Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only. Standard New Bath Today Sliding 
Door Installed with complete shower purchase. ' $500 off installed Luxstone wall system. "’Financing available from GreenSky LLC for 
qualified buyers only who purchase with plan 3128. For deferred inteiest plans, interest accrues during the promotional period but all 

___________ interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid.in full before the end of the promotional period.



Classifieds To advertise, visit:
classifieds.hometownlife.com

I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownlife.com

V/SA
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All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer R Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer R Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

2018 Passport Trailer Model 199ML,
21 "9" long travel trailer with slide-out 
dinette and murphy bed. All applian­
ces included, never used. $15,000., 
(248)685-0879 judy_lechvar@yahoo.co

Find
what you 
want in

CLASSIFIED!

' Engineering & IT

Lead Test Engineer for Farmington 
Hills, Ml to design, plan & execute 
product validation testing per internal 
& customer requirements; design & 
maintain test equipment, hardware, 
software & fixtures to support new & 
existing products & test methods; 
create test plans & reports; generate 
test specifications; document critical 
test results & failed components; 
verify designs & quality. Requires 
Bachelor's in Electrical, Electronics 
or Telecommunications Engineering 
or closely-related field and 3 yrs 
experience performing product 
validation testing for electronic 
systems; analyzing & interpreting 
specifications & requirements for 
automotive products or components; 
working with measurement devices, 
test equipment, fixtures & controls; 
using National Instruments LabVIEW 
or TestStand to perform test 
development & execution; writing 
validation reports, logbooks & 
datasheets; and designing & building 
test setups, including software 
scripting & fixtures construction, for 
test requests. Mail resume to 
Gregory King, Hut North America 
Automotive Parts Manufacturing, 
Corp., 395 T Elmer Cox Rd, 
Greeneville, TN 37743.

; Engineering & IT

Henniges Automotive North America, 
Inc., a Tier-1 auto supplier in Auburn 
Hills, Ml, seeks a Global Enterprise 
Resource Plann'g (ERP) Manager. 
Nat'l & int'l travel 75% to support 
global user sites. Duties inch Lead 
Plex ERP module implement 
activities & aid in stdizat'n efforts; 
coordinate continuous improv 
initiatives & doc std processes; 
manage scope, timeline & budget for 
all Plex ERP related projects; 
manage launch of Plex ERP syss at 
mfg plants. Reqs: Bach deg in Info 
Syss, Comp Sci, Mgmt Info Syss, 
Comp Info Syss, Comp Syss Engg, 
Bus, Info Tech, Industrial & Syss 
Engg, or Industrial Engg, or foreign 
equiv deg; 4 yrs' exp in engg or bus 
analyst posit'n w/ Tier-1 auto supplier 
work'g on implementat'n of Plex 
ERP modules in int'l, multi-site 
enviro; 4 yrs' work exp in each of 
follow'g: implement'g PLEX ERP 8. 
support'g end users; us'g PLEX EDI 
module to rec'v releases & send 
acknowledgments in X12 8, EDI FACT 
format, us'g Covisint as VAN; us'g 
IntelliPlex to create bus intelligence 
reports; us'g PLEX Product Data 
Mgmt to dev BOM 8< process rout'gs; 
us'g PLEX Inventory Module to 
manage physical inventory levels, & 
dev 8< execute cycle count'g 
processes; us'g PLEX Product'n 
Control to monitor material 
consumpt'n, product'n report'g 8, 
compliance w/ sched execut'n 
performance; us'g PLEX Quality 
Module to dev control plans, establish 
check sheets 8c monitor APQP; us'g 
PLEX Cost'g modules to establish std 
cost'g practices & part cost 
structures; us'g PLEX Accounts 
Payables to manage supplier invoices 
8« payments; us'g PLEX Accounts 
Receivables to manage customer 
invoices 8c deposits; us'g PLEX 
Account'g module to dev 8c manage 
financial statements. Exp may be 
acquired concurrently. Resumes to 
hq.careers@hennigesautomotive.com, 
w/subiect line of: HQ-2021-11 Global 
Enterprise Resource (ERP)
Manager, or mail to Human 
Resources, ATTN: Human Resources 
REF: HQ-2021-11 Global Enterprise 
Resource (ERP) Manager, 2750 High 
Meadow Circle, Auburn Hills, Ml 
48326.

Find your 
new job 
HERE!

Sobcase
Medical Technician
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FIND THE
BEST TALENT
TODAY!
Your one-stop-shop for 
posting local and national 
job sites like Jobcase.

Hi LocaliQ USA TODAY 
NETWORK

Get started at
jobs.usatoday.com
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Hear
*..

This ason!

Before you know it, holiday parties, gift-giving, and 
family get-togethers will be here. But if you have trouble 
hearing, those season’s greetings and cheer might be 
missed - the team at Hear Michigan is dedicated to 
providing exceptional hearing solutions to suit your needs, 
lifestyle, and budget.

“ Very friendly, competent staffl On-time and 
efficient. Thank you!!”

-./. Canode

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

31160 Five Mile Road, 
Livonia, Ml 48154

Hear Michigan
Formerly Belsono 

30128 Harper Ave., #1, 
#1, St. Clair Shores, 

MI 48082

Hear Michigan
Hear Michigan 

Formerly Advanced 
Hearing Instruments 

17425 Fort Street, 
Riverview, MI 48193

Helping you hear better.

Give us a call: 218-929-5065
LO-GCIQ968709-O1

HEAR MICHIGAN
CENTERS

LeafGuard® Is guaranteed never to clog or we’ll clean it for free 

Q Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine needles and debris 

Q) Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean clogged gutters 

Q Durable, all-weather tested system. Not a flimsy attachment

Call now for your free estimate! 248.372.9939 iPinmcJng available):

•Guaranteed not to dog lor as long as you own your home or we will dean your gutters lor (roe.

l
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