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Rats in Canton force township to action
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The only ones who truly know why 
rats are showing up in Canton Township 
subdivisions in greater numbers than in 
recent memory are the furry, long-tailed 
rodents themselves — and they’re not 
talking.

But Security Pest Control co-owner 
Julie Lattimore, who confirmed rat-re­
lated service calls are higher than nor­
mal in a number of Canton subdivi­
sions, has a theory.

“I think it’s the building of all the new 
homes,” Lattimore said. “They’re get­
ting pushed out of their natural habitat 
— the fields and wooded areas — and

they’re looking for food and places to 
nest.”

The growing rat presence is so sub­
stantial in some Canton subdivisions — 
Carriage Hills and Windsor Park to 
name two — that township officials 
have gone door-to-door circulating fly­
ers warning residents how to prevent 
the infestation of the rodents.

A letter distributed by the township 
and signed by Director of Police Ser­
vices Chad Baugh offers advice on what 
attracts rats — namely food and shelter 
— and to contact pest control profes­
sionals if they “encounter a rat infesta­
tion”.

See RATS, Page 2A

Former FPS 
administrator 
sues district, 
alleging racial 
discrimination

Members of The Way Church with Pastor Jason Adams, pictured right center wearing a Detroit Lions hoodie, volunteering 
during a holiday parade in 2019. Church members were regular volunteers when the Livonia Service Corps started.
COURTESY OF KRIS HERRMANN

Livonia Service Corps reboots
Group connects volunteers with city residents needing help
Shelby Tankersley Hometowniife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Former Livonia Mayor Dennis Wright 
started the Livonia Service Corps in 
2017 to connect residents with volun­
teers when they need help. After idling 
for a year during the COVID-19 pandem­
ic, the city is re-investing in the pro­
gram.

“There’s always been a group of vol­
unteers who have contacted the city to 
let us know they have resources or time 
available to help those in need,” LaSh- 
awn Thomas, the city’s director of gov­
ernmental affairs, said. “We get a lot of 
calls from residents who literally don’t 
know what to do — sometimes it’s 
someone who’s a senior or has a disabil­
ity and they can’t shovel snow or rake

leaves.”
Volunteers help with anything 

someone might not be able to accom­
plish on their own. People have served 
as movers, landscaping teams and 
help out at city events.

“It’s for anything that somebody 
may be unable to do themselves,”

See SERVICE, Page 3A

Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Farmington Public Schools’ former 
assistant superintendent is suing the 
school district, claiming racial dis­
crimination in at least the third such 
federal lawsuit against the district in 
2021.

Aaron Johnson, who left the district 
in June 2020, is alleging he deserves 
damages amounting to at least $15 mil­
lion because of emotional injuries and 
lost wages and income tied to his deci­
sion to leave the Oakland County 
school system.

Johnson actually worked for De­
troit, Hamtramck, Farmington and 
Grosse Pointe schools before he re­
turned to Farmington as one of its top 
administrators in 2014. When he left, 
he was assistant superintendent for 
diversity, equity, inclusion and stu­
dent services.

“The unlawful discriminatory treat­
ment of African-American students, 
staff and teachers, including plaintiff, 
was a driving force behind plaintiff de­
ciding to take a job outside of the dis­
trict between the years 2012-2014,” 
reads the lawsuit filed Oct. 29 in U.S. 
District Court. “Upon plaintiff’s return 
to FPS in 2014, the unlawful discrimi­
natory and racially hostile work and 
general environment at FPS continued 
to exist.”

Former Superintendent Robert Her­
rera, who resigned last year claiming 
harassment because he was being ac­
cused of being racist with Blacks, also 
is listed as a defendant but could not 
be reached for comment.

District officials would not say

See LAWSUIT, Page 2A
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Students leave Livonia Stevenson High School after classes Nov. 5. photos by john heider/hometownlife.com

Livonia winter sports remain 
different because of pandemic
Shelby Tankersley Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Because of county and state guide­
lines related to COVID-19, Livonia 
schools expect winter sporting events 
like basketball games to look much like 
they did last year.

“Our indoor sports are mandated to 
wear masks,” Franklin High School 
Athletic Director Ron Hammye said.

The district does expect, however, 
that increased vaccination rates 
among students will lessen the num­
ber of people required to quarantine 
and therefore having a smaller impact 
on class attendance and sports ros­
ters. Unvaccinated students with a 
close-contact COVID-19 exposure — 
being within 3 feet of an infected per­
son for 15 consecutive minutes — are 
still required to quarantine.

“When we compare last year to this 
year, it’s been quite a bit different,” 
Dan Willenborg, the district’s director 
of secondary programs, explained. 
“The close quarantine factors have 
changed. Now, when somebody is de­
termined a positive case they have 
their quarantine protocol of 10 days. 
But, there’s not nearly as many close- 
contacts we have to quarantine.

“Just that factor (vaccination) itself 
has greatly reduced the impact on our 
schools and sports programs.”

Schools also do not have to require 
testing before athletic events and do 
not need to require masking for out­
door sports like football and soccer in 
the fall season.
Now that children ages 5-11 years 

are eligible for COVID-19 vaccination, 
the district plans on encouraging its 
elementary students to get the shot. 
However, the district is not planning to 
hold its own vaccine clinics like it did 
last year or how some other school dis­
tricts are hosting clinics now because 
vaccine appointments are widely 
available.

“The more kids that are vaccinated, 
the less quarantines we’ll run into,” 
Willenborg said.

Students begin filling a classroom at Emerson Middle School in September.

“When we compare last year to this year, it’s been quite a 
bit different. The close quarantine factors have changed.... 
(vaccination) itself has greatly reduced the impact on our 
schools and sports programs.”
Dan Willenborg Director of secondary programs

Livonia has yet to appear on Michi­
gan’s school-related COVID-19 outbreak 
database, which receives its informa­
tion from county health departments. 
District administration believes, based 
on contract tracing it’s done, most coro- 
navirus cases in Livonia originate at 
home instead of at school.

Willenborg said families participat­
ing in the district’s daily symptom 
screener, even when vaccinated, and 
not coming to school sick will be even 
.more important as temperatures drop.

“Do not come to school if you have 
those symptoms or if you’re feeling ill,” 
he said.

The district plans to continue grap­
pling with pandemic-created chal­
lenges related to classrooms and sports

as long as needed. Hammye and Willen­
borg said students, school staff and ath­
letic staff have been diligent in making 
sure mitigation measures are followed.

“Our kids are following the rules as 
mandated,” Hammye said. “It is prob­
lematic at times - it’s a hard thing to 
play a sport with a mask on. You’re huff­
ing, you’re puffing and sometimes we 
see kids pulling masks down or they 
slide down. For the most part, they’re 
doing the best with a difficult situation.”

You can view a school-by-school 
breakdown of COVID-19 case numbers 
and get answers to frequently asked 
questions by visiting the district’s “CO­
VID-19 Comer,” which is viewable on the 
homepage of the district’s website, 
livoniapublicschools.org.

Pioneer Middle 
sixth-graders go 
to remote learning
Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Pioneer Middle School sixth-grad­
ers in the Plymouth-Canton Commu­
nity Schools shifted to fully remote 
learning Tuesday until at least Nov. 15 
due to an escalating number of CO­
VID-19 positive cases and the corre­
sponding number of student quaran­
tines.

According to the school district’s 
website, 12 Pioneer students and one 
staff member reported positive CO­
VID-19 results on Nov. 8.

“At this time, over 25% of Pioneer 
sixth-grade students are out of school 
either as a positive case or a close con­
tact quarantine,” a district correspon­
dence told Pioneer families.

Class times will remain the same for 
students learning remotely, the corre­
spondence said.

“Students should follow their nor­
mal lunch and recess schedule for the 
week and access Canvas and Zoom as 
they did during the virtual 2020 school 
days,” the email stated.

The district emphasized that stu­
dents need to check their email in the 
morning for specific instructions.

Lawsuit
Continued from Page 1A

anything regarding the lawsuit that 
accuses the district of encouraging an 
unlawfully discriminatory environ­
ment negatively affecting Black teach­
ers, staff and students.

“As a district, we cannot comment 
on ongoing litigation matters,” district 
spokeswoman Diane Bauman said.

Johnson’s Linkedln page shows 
that he is now working as a partner 
and equity leadership coach at The Eq­
uity Collaborative. According to the 
collaborative’s website, he has pre­
sented at several conferences, placing 
an emphasis on developing literacy for 
African-American students.

In his lawsuit, Johnson, who is 
Black, accuses the district of discrimi­
natory behavior that includes not en­
forcing anti-discrimination laws, Cre­
ating a racially hostile environment, 
treating Blacks unfairly and punishing 
him by increasing his workload for 
protesting.
When asked why Johnson returned 

to the district, knowing his perception 
of the district, his attorney Leonard 
Mungo said Johnson thought he could 
make a difference.

“The content of the lawsuit is ex­
tremely important,” Mungo said. “This 
is a very serious problem. FPS is the 
poster district of institutional racism.”
Mungo is also representing a young 

man who filed a separate lawsuit 
against the district and a teacher last 
spring alleging the teacher called him a 
racial epithet in front of an entire class 
during his junior year at Farmington 
Central High School in 2019. Respon­
ding to the suit, the district denied the 
allegation.

Another pending lawsuit was filed 
by a special needs parent in April. Da­
na Lambeth-Greer sued the district, 
Herrera and a special education teach­
er concerned with how her Black son 
was treated at Kenbrook Elementary 
School.
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Rats
Continued from Page 1A

“Two of the main food sources that 
attract rats are bird feeders and dog 
poop,” Lattimore said. “They’ll eat 
pretty much anything, so keeping your 
yard clean can help prevent them from 
spreading.

“Keeping your grass cut, putting lids 
on trash cans that are stored outside 
and not piling firewood near your 
house can help, too. As far as shelter, 
rats can find compromised areas of 
your house and garage — openings in 
siding, holes in brick walls — to get in­
side.”

Decades-long residents of Canton 
are reporting on social media posts

they are seeing rats for the first time 
since they moved into the area.

Other residents have said they have 
trapped as many as 30 in recent 
months.

Hannah Schauer, a communications 
& education coordinator for the Depart­
ment of Natural Resources Wildlife Di­
vision, said Norway rats are non-pro- 
tected mammals and may be “taken at 
any time by any method without need 
for a permit or any authorization from 
the DNR.”

“We do not track or collect popula­
tion data on Norway rats,” Schauer said. 
“They can be found throughout the 
United States and most of the world. 
Norway rats will live in close proximity 
to humans because there are usually 
ample food sources and shelter avail­
able. They are prolific breeders, having

multiple litters a year.”
According to livescience.com, female 

rats can mate around 500 times in a six- 
hour period and brown rats can produce 
up to 2,000 offspring in a year. Brown 
rats can have up to 22 young at once, 
though eight or nine is more the aver­
age, the website states.
A rat’s front teeth grow 11 to 14 centi­

meters each year, according to Discover 
Magazine.

Lattimore said rats’ greatest threat to 
humans is that they carry diseases.

Rats and mice do offer a benefit to hu­
mans — although in an involuntary way.

“Brown rats are used in laboratories 
for research,” the Foundation for Bio­
medical Research states on its website. 
“In fact, 95 percent of all lab animals are 
mice and rats.”

eaivright(g)hometownlife. com



Plymouth police ID teen as 
suspect in sexual assault report
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Plymouth police have singled out a 15-year-old male 
as the primary suspect in an apparent attempted sexu­
al assault in downtown Plymouth.

Lt. Jamie Grabowski said the teen will be facing 
charges but “no further details will be released due to 
(his) minor status ”

The public provided numerous tips about the Oct. 
30 Comfort Station incident.

That evening, a woman had attempted to use the 
Comfort Station public bathroom in the 700 block of 
Penniman Avenue when she was allegedly attacked 
while exiting a stall.

The woman told police she fought off her attacker,

who then fled out the door and toward Kellogg Park 
and Union Street.

Security camera footage showed the alleged at­
tacker entering the bathroom about 20 minutes be­
fore the woman.

“Plymouth by in large is a very safe community 
but evil can strike anywhere,” Grabowski said. “(My) 
advice would be to be aware of your surroundings, 
never assume your safety is guaranteed. Be prepared 
to defend yourself if needed.”

Anyone with information is encouraged to contact 
the Plymouth Police Department, 734-453-1234, ex­
tension 272.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown- 
life.com or 248-303-8432. Follow her on Twitter 
(§>susanvela.

Service
Continued from Page 1A

Thomas said. “A lot of times, it's for someone who’s a 
senior or who is disabled and they don’t have any fam­
ily nearby. They call the city because they don’t know 
who else to call.”

One of the most involved volunteers with the group 
since its inception is Jason Adams, who pastors The 
Way Church near the comer of Middlebelt and Joy 
roads. Mayor Maureen Miller Brosnan recently gave 
Adams the first-ever “Heart of Livonia” award for all 
the time he’s spent helping others.

Thomas said whenever the city sends out a call to 
volunteers, Adams is always among the first people to 
raise their hands. The pastor routinely gets members 
of his church to pitch in with the Service Corps, aswell.

“We’ve always been ready and available for them to 
give us a call,” Adams said. “It can be as simple to shov­
eling sidewalks to doing some landscaping. We’ve 
done some pretty aggressive tree removals with fallen 
trees after storms. It’s just giving that helping hand.”

The pastor said getting recognized with the “Heart 
of Livonia” award was unexpected and “humbling,” 
but recognition isn’t why he’s involved with the pro­
gram. Adams said doing the right thing is what moti­
vates him.

“I really believe you can show the love of God in a 
practical way just by helping people out,” he said. “You 
don’t always have to preach, you don’t always have to 
help people God’s word. You can show it in a practical 
way. Sometimes, it means more.”

Thomas said residents like Adams are the reason

Members of The Way Church work as volunteers to 
fix up a neighbor’s backyard. Church members were 
regular volunteers when the Livonia Service Corps 
started, courtesy of the way church

the Livonia Service Corps exists and she hopes to see 
the program grow. Anyone interested in getting in­
volved can contact the mayor’s office at 734-466- 
2201 The city has a working list of willing volunteers 
with the Service Corps that it will use to contact peo­
ple whenever there’s a volunteer opportunity.
Adams said the program is worth getting involved 

in, if only for the satisfaction that comes with doing 
something good.

“You don’t realize how much of an energetic bless­
ing it is to help somebody else out,” he said.

Red l ord man 
sentenced to 
prison on child 
pom charges
Susan Vela Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

A Bedford Township man will spend 13 years in 
prison on child pornography charges, according to 
Acting U.S. Attorney Saima Mohsin.

She announced the sentence for Devin Walker, 24, 
on Nov. 2.

Federal prosecutors have said Walker enticed and 
persuaded females to produce images of themselves 
engaging in sexually explicit conduct between 2015 
and November 2018.

If they did not continue to provide the photos, he 
threatened his victims with violence and exposure of 
their images.
He communicated with his victims using his real 

name and an alias over the Internet, according to 
Mohsin.

Investigators found 31 videos and 105 images of 
child pornography, involving 13- to 17-year-old chil­
dren, when reviewing Walker’s devices.

“Walker is a sexual predator who coerced and ex­
ploited children for his own sexual gratification,” 
Mohsin said in her statement. “The images he ob­
tained from girls as young as 13 are not merely pic­
tures but are a permanent record of the sexual abuse 
and exploitation he visited upon these children.”

The FBI invites people learn more about sextortion 
and how to talk to young people about it. Informa­
tion, resources, and conversation guides can be 
found at www.fbi.gov/StopSextortion.

Contact reporter Susan Vela at svela@hometown- 
life.com or 248-303-8432. Twitter: @susanvela.
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CHECK OUT FALL COLORS BEFORE THEY’RE GONE
From staff Reports Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Fall colors are spreading 
through local woods. If it seems 
like yellows and golds are dom­
inating this season, that could be 
because of the gray, wet weather 
we’ve had.

Locally, this may be one of the 
latest autumns for fall foliage, but 
there are still spots in metro De­
troit to enjoy some color, including 
Maybury State Park, Kensington 
Metropark, Shiawassee Park in 
Farmington, Booth Park in Bir­
mingham and Wayne's Mill Trail. As colder air begins to settle in, trees along the pathway of Shiawassee Park in A maple tree’s leaves in red, yellow and

Farmington take on colorful hues Nov. 1. photos by john heider/hometownlife.com orange in Shiawassee Park.

A Virginia creeper leaf in fall color at Maybury State Park in Northville on Oct. 28.
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Aratham Gourmet To Go Expands with a new location.

After the amazing success of their plant-based 
food market in Troy, Aratham owners Gabriel 
and Tiffanie Vera are opening another location 
in Wayne County, Ml. “Our desire has always 
been to support and nurture the community by 
providing high-quality, delicious, and flavorful 
plant-based food items at affordable prices. We 
are so happy we have been able to achieve this 
goal in Troy and are looking forward to providing 
more communities with the same quality of food 
and service.”
Founded by husband and wife, Gabriel and 
Tiffanie Vera, Aratham is a labor of love in every 
sense of the word. Gabriel has an impressive 

j culinary background working as an Executive 
Chef and Corporate Director at facilities like 

:1 Andiamo, Joe Muer Seafood, the MGM Grand 
Hotel Casino, Hilton Hotels, Mission Point 
Resort and more. He is also a former gold 
medal Culinary Cup winner. Tiffanie Vera is a 
doula and holistic practitioner with food and 
beverage experience. Their combined expertise 
has led to the successful marriage of healthy, 
plant-based dishes that are both flavorful and 
affordable.
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Tiffanie Vera states “We truly care about our 
customers, our community and the health of 
the planet. It’s because of this love that we 
developed a menu that is gourmet in quality, 
plant-based and lower in price. Food can heal 
and fortify and we fully believe organic, gourmet 
cuisine and other natural products for the home 
and body should be affordable for all.”
When asked why he thinks they have been so 
successful, Gabriel stated that Aratham is able 
to stand by their promise of being an organic, 
plant based company, without sacrificing flavor. 
“A crowd pleaser is our spaghetti Bolognaise. 
People ask ‘Are you sure thqre is no meat in 
this?’ There isn’t. We don’t buy any processed 
meat - we make our own from oatmeal and 
seeds.”

Aratham Gourmet To Go is a zero-waste 
business - from its composting to its 
biodegradable bags and containers. Every step 
of the organic, eco-friendly family business is 
designed for the betterment of its customers, 
the community and the planet. Gabriel notes 
“All our food scrapes go into compost or 
recycling. Our eco-friendly practices are a very 
important part of who we are.”
Aratham provides everything from side dishes 
to entrees, juices to desserts, super-foods, 
individual meals, deli service, party trays, 
natural supplements, candles, soaps, and other 
unique, all natural items. Aratham is the source 
for anyone interested in a more plant-based, 
organic, holistic lifestyle.
Aratham in Westland is located at 37628 Ford 
Road and will open November 1st. Hours of 
operation are Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm.
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Farmington Players return to live stage

From left, actors Nick Sczcerba, Maureen Mansfield and Dave Reinke. courtesy of paul manoian photography

Dave Reinke
Farmington Players

The Farmington Players return to the 
stage this holiday season with the com­
edy, “A Hunting Shack Christmas,” writ­
ten by Jessica Lind Peterson.

The show is loaded with some of the 
funniest actors on the Bam roster, and it 
runs Nov. 19 through Dec. 4 at the Far­
mington Players Theater in Farmington 
Hills.

Tickets are available at farmington- 
players.org or at the box office’s number, 
248-553-2955. This yean the Barn has 
implemented new COVID-19 rules to 
keep members and audiences safe: 
Masks are required for everyone, and 
audiences will be encouraged to enter 
the theater early rather than crowding 
in the lobby. Additionally, all cast and 
crew are fully vaccinated.

‘A Hunting Shack Christmas” starts 
with a suburban couple, Charlie and 
Jennifer, who are nearing their 10th an­
niversary. Charlie suddenly gets the 
urge (against his wife’s wishes) to es­
cape alone to the family’s beloved hunt­
ing shack up north a few days before 
Christmas.

But when Charlie arrives at the cot­
tage, he discovers a colorful cast of 
characters squatting on his prized prop­
erty. Bring on a snowstorm that traps 
them all in close quarters, and you have 
the ingredients for a wonderful Christ­
mastime comedy.

“It’s an ideal vehicle to escape the 
heaviness of the past 19 months for a 
couple hours and come back with a 
warm feeling and a smile,” Bob Hotch­
kiss, who plays Charlie, said.

“A Hunting Shack Christmas” is di­
rected by Jason Wilhoite of Farmington, 
who’s delighted to helm the first live 
Bam production onstage since the pan­
demic began.

“Having a script in hand, debating 
plot points, and developing the charm­
ing characters found in A Hunting 
Shack Christmas’ has provided a nor­
malcy I’ve missed deeply,” Wilhoite 
said.

While the northern setting of the play 
takes place in Minnesota, the mstic set­
ting will seem quite familiar to anyone 
who’s ever visited Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula.

“Words can’t describe how it feels to 
be back in the theater,” Rachel Biber, 
who plays Jennifer, said. “It’s pure mag­
ic. Being back in rehearsals and learning 
lines and being in the presence of other 
people physically has been such an 
amazing experience.”

Dave Reinke puts a funny spin on his 
character Ham, Charlie’s cousin who 
runs an illegal venison jerky business. 
Maureen Mansfield of Farmington Hills 
plays Ham’s mother, June, who is not 
afraid to speak her mind. She repeatedly

toots a duck call whenever she hears 
curse words uttered by Big Paul, played 
by Nick Szczerba.

“Just as the characters in the play 
gather at the hunting shack for recre­
ational activities but come to realize it’s 
the joy of being together that brings 
them true happiness, so too do we ac­
tors gather together at this theater again 
to do things we love with people we 
love,” Szczerba said.

The idea that family is everything - 
not only for the characters of “A Hunting

Shack Christmas,” but also for the cast 
and crew.

“It doesn’t matter how much time has 
passed or what has happened,” Assis­
tant Director Amy Poirier said. “We have 
a shared history that creates these 
strong bonds. We are most at home with 
our family, even if that home is a hunt­
ing shack in the middle of nowhere.”

Tickets cost $22 for adults, $20 for 
students and $20 for people age 62 or 
older. Groups can buy tickets at a dis­
counted rate.

Northville Downs site redevelopment clears hurdle

A conceptual drawing of The Downs’ river walk area, courtesy of hunter pasteur homes

Ed Wright Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Following a marathon election night 
discussion, a request for planned unit 
development eligibility for the 48-acre 
Northville Downs property was ap­
proved — with several conditions at­
tached — by the Northville Planning 
Commission.

The approval for eligibility did not 
come swiftly for applicant Hunter Pas­
teur Homes, whose ambitious redevel­
opment presentation of the racetrack 
grounds was scrutinized, praised and 
prodded during a nearly five-hour meet­
ing.

The determination of PUD eligibility 
was granted with conditions, including 
that the developer submit a current traf­
fic study and provide values of benefits, 
funding it is committed to cover and 
funding requested by the city for public 
benefits.

The developer also must address cer­
tain issues — including the segregation 
of residential uses and the considera­
tion of the addition of a farmers market 
as a public benefit — that were raised 
during the Nov. 2 meeting.
PUD eligibility is the first — and 

widely considered the least-demanding 
— of the Triple Crown of approvals 
needed before ground is broken on the 
project. , Planning commissioners ap­
proved the PUD on a 7-1 vote with Jeff 
Gaines casting the lone no vote to ad­
vance The Downs redevelopment proc­
ess. The next two requirements are ap­
proval of a preliminary site plan and a 
final site plan.
A timeline for when a preliminary 

site plan would be presented to the 
planning commission was not revealed.

“I am optimistic we can all continue 
to creatively work toward a mutually 
beneficial solution that will uphold the 
character of Northville that we will leave 
for our children,” Planning Commission 
Chair Donna Tinberg told Hunter Pas­
teur Homes President Randy Wertheim­
er.

The PUD eligibility approval was deja 
vu for Hunter Pasteur Homes, which re­
ceived a similar thumbs up from the 
planning commission in 2019 before its 
project was derailed by a combination 
of Northville residents’ resistance to the

%

density the development would bring to 
the city and the COVID-19 pandemic.

After considering feedback from res­
idents and community groups, the de­
veloper redesigned its 2019 plan, reduc­
ing the number of residential units from 
577 to 481, increasing the percentage of 
open space from 30% to 33% and ex­
panding its smorgasbord of unit offer­
ings from three to five.

The development is expected to be 
home for 827 new residents, HPH pro­
jected. Regarding residents’ concerns 
that the influx of new residents would 
be too much for Northville Public 
Schools to handle, Wertheimer said he 
met with school officials, who assured 
him they could handle the increase in 
students.

The developer has also agreed to day­
light the portion of the Middle Rouge 
River that has been underground for 
close to a century and create public 
parks that all Northville residents can 
use.

Aaron Cozart, chair of Northville’s 
economic development committee, of­

fered support for the developer’s PUD 
presentation.

“Both the economic development 
committee and downtown development 
authority had the opportunity to meet 
with the developer and we agreed unan­
imously that the applicant does meet all 
nine criterion for PUD eligibility,” Cozart 
said.

“The developer has addressed the 
concerns raised by the earlier iteration 
of the project by decreasing the number 
of housing units by roughly 12%, in­
creasing green space and diversifying 
housing types.”

Northville resident Stephen Calkins 
told the planning commission during 
the public comment portion of the 
meeting that change is needed in North­
ville.

“I hope it doesn’t take another decade 
to go through all the hoops to get this 
done,” Calkins said. “I hope the word 
doesn’t start spreading that it’s impos­
sible to get exciting projects like this 
done in Northville.”

Hunter Pasteur Homes’s presenta­

tion didn’t win over everyone who tuned 
in to the Nov. 2 Zoom meeting.

“I’m concerned with the overall grid­
lock in the city because of all the addi­
tional residents,” Greg Swanson said. 
“It’s a Catch-22: We want more people 
for our tax base, but there are already 
backups on our roads coming in and go­
ing out of the city.”

Swanson encouraged the commis­
sion members to not let the developer’s 
slick-looking renderings fool them.

“It’s like the ads you see for hamburg­
ers,” Swanson said. “They look wonder­
ful on the commercials, but when you go 
buy one, they never look as good as they 
do on TV.”

Multiple public commenters said the 
daylighting of the river would more than 
make up for any inconveniences the de­
velopment would generate for longtime 
residents.

“Freeing the river, which is mainly 
just a sewer now, would be an amazing 
upgrade to the existing site,” Nancy Dar- 
ga said.

eawright@hometownlife.com
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Snow, snow everywhere — 
but not enough plow crews
Emma Stein Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

As Michigan residents begin to dust 
off their heavy coats and prepare for a 
bone-chilling and especially wet winter, 
officials say a shortage of snowplow 
drivers and salt truck drivers is brewing.

While perhaps taken for granted, 
having plowed roads is incredibly 
important for the economy, for 
emergency services and day-to-day life.

“And so it's a little more critical to get 
on top of it in a very busy urban area like 
Detroit or Grand Rapids,” said Mark 
Geib, administrator of the Transporta­
tion Systems Management Operations 
division at the Michigan Department of 
Transportation. “It's not just for the 
traveling public, but if s also for emer­
gency services, the ambulances, and 
police and fire and all that. So, you 
know, we need to keep the roads clear so 
people can get around, especially in 
emergency situations.”

Michigan is expected to get more pre­
cipitation and a “wetter-than-average” 
winter, meaning more snowfall, accord­
ing to the National Oceanic and Atmos­
pheric Administration.

Geib said he hasn’t seen a snowplow 
driver shortage anything like this during 
his 30 years at MDOT.

The Michigan Department of Trans­
portation contracts out the responsibil­
ity for about 75% of the roads to coun­
ties and manages the other 25% itself, 
according to Geib.

Individual counties, like Oakland, 
Wayne and Macomb, are also struggling 
to fill their rosters.

Leo Ciavatta, Macomb County main­
tenance superintendent, said they’re 
missing about 30% of what they need. 
Wayne County is looking to fill about 50 
spots, and Oakland is looking to fill 30, 
according to WWJ-AM (950).

Despite the shortage, Geib said 
there’s no need to take your shovel to In­
terstate 75 just yet — the roads will be 
plowed, one way or another.

If enough drivers aren’t hired and a 
snowstorm hits, Geib said people from 
adjacent garages and regions will help 
out where the storm hit hardest. Some­
times, employees capable ,of driving

A worker removes snow from the 
sidewalks before the North American 
International Auto Show at Cobo 
Center in Detroit in 2019. dfp file

snowplows will be pulled from other di­
visions to help out.

In Macomb County, contractors are 
on standby as reinforcements if there’s 
a large snowstorm.

“Safety is our number one priority,” 
Ciavatta said.

Geib said the shortage is likely due to 
a competitive job market and the pri­
vate sector offering bonuses and higher 
wages, and it can be hard for MDOT to 
compete because it has pre-set salaries.
He said he hopes that once contrac­

tors that operate machines during the 
summer start to wind down those jobs, 
they’ll be able to work temporarily dur­
ing the winter.

“We do offer very good benefits and 
lead time,” Geib said. “But, of course, the 
people we hire to do snowplowing, it’s 
more difficult for them to take lead time 
because, you know, in the winter, we 
need them.”
MDOT snowplow wages range from 

$20-$26 an hour for eight-hour shifts 
with up to four hours of overtime. In Ma­
comb County, wages start at $17.59 and 
reach about $22 an hour.

“(Wages) will probably go up over 
time, especially if this shortage con­
tinues,” Geib said. “Because, you know, 
in the end, we have to have people to do 
this because winter maintenance is one 
of the most important things we do to 
keep the roads safe, keeping them clear, 
so the economy can keep going.”
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covered.
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Fred Stasser grinds a metal fabrication component inside Globe Tech in Plymouth on Oct. 20. A family started Globe Tech in 2003, operating in a 34,000-square-foot 
building in Plymouth. Its defense business has taken Globe Tech to a new level, photos by eric seals/detroit free press

Dinner conversation may have saved small Plymouth business

From left, Amanda Menchinger, president, Wes Smith, military sales, and Jeanne 
Swanson, secretary, stand inside Globe Tech. The company has a U.S. 
government contract to make mine rollers used by the military to detect 
improvised explosive devices, or lEDs, which can kill or injure troops on patrol.

Jamie L. LaReau Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

Saturday evening dinner at Joan 
Smith’s house in Novi led to big things in 
2008.

Smith, 66, and her adult children — a 
son and two daughters — co-own Ply- 
mouth-based auto parts supplier Globe 
Tech LLC. So dinner conversation often 
spills over to business.

In 2008, fear that the cyclical auto in­
dustry might take a nosedive as the 
Great Recession loomed gnawed at 
Smith and her children.

“My mother started crabbing at us 
that we should have diversified years 
ago,” said Jeanne (Smith) Swanson, co­
owner and secretary of Globe Tech. “So 
we decided right then and there that we 
should probably start exploring other 
options.”

One idea was the U.S. military, Swan­
son said. It proved to be fruitful.

Globe Tech is a tiny company with 
big government contracts today, mak­
ing some of the most important military 
products used in combat. In fact, it con­
siders General Motors’ wholly owned 
subsidiary GM Defense LLC to be a po­
tential customer or competitor.

Globe Tech has also upped its game 
in the auto parts business over the 
years, making bigger and more complex 
parts that are hard to ship from China, 
thereby securing a foothold as a domes­
tic supplier.

“We got it all figured out in the last 
decade,” said Amanda (Smith) Mench­
inger, president of Globe Tech.

Eye on defense
Globe Tech has its eyes on future 

growth, but Menchinger admits, “It’s a 
scary time to grow.”

For one thing, it wants to hire more 
employees and advertised all summer to 
no avail. Then there are the shortages in 
raw materials, in part because of dis­
ruptions to the supply chain.

“We’ve approached our suppliers and 
asked them to give us assurances — 
steel, cleaning products ... you name it. 
And, we’ve seen increases in prices,” 
Menchinger said.

But Globe Tech’s eye on the defense 
business is promising lucrative returns. 
Just ask GM, which formed GM Defense 
in 2017 to get access to big paydays.

Last year, the U.S. Army awarded GM 
Defense a contract worth $214.3 million 
to make the Infantry Squad Vehicle. In 
September, GM Defense won a $36.4 
million contract from the State Depart­
ment to develop the next-generation 
large support utility commercial vehi­
cles for the department’s Diplomatic 
Security Service.
GM Defense leaders have said it can 

grab at least $20 billion in contracts go­
ing forward. Those billions would flow 
right into GM’s earnings before interest 
and taxation. It was one of the new reve­
nue streams GM talked about recently 
when it told investors it plans to double 
its revenues by 2030.

%

Detroit born to cars
Globe Tech is a 75% female-owned 

company. The other 25% belongs to 
Joan Smith’s son, Wes Smith Jr., 29.

It is both a tier 1 and tier 2 supplier. A 
tier 2 supplier means it makes parts that 
then go to a tier 1 supplier, who then 
sends the fin^l part to a manufacturer. 
For some products, it is considered the 
end manufacturer too.

The family started Globe Tech in 
2003, operating in a 34,000-square- 
foot building in Plymouth. They em­
ployed “a couple of tool and die guys” to 
make tooling parts for the car industry, 
said Swanson, who was 23 at that time.

It was small, with three customers, 
but it was a business that made sense to 
the family.

“We were born into it,” Swanson said. 
“Our great-grandfather was in manu­
facturing, our grandfather and our fa­
ther too.”

The Smiths’ great-grandfather had a 
machinery shop that their grandfather 
took over. Eventually, their father inher­
ited it and, “We realized that automotive 
needed support from the tool and die 
business and took it over from there,” 
Swanson said.
Wes Smith was still a kid at that time, 

but he pitched in, “picking up cigarette 
butts and helping clean the bathroom” 
at Globe Tech, he said.

The business hummed along, servic­
ing a few automakers, then came the 
Great Recession.

‘A foot in the door*
Globe Tech employed 35 people in 

2008 as the economy started to spiral. 
Swanson said it left them no choice but 
to lay off at least 15 employees. Even to­
day, talking about it is tough for Swan­
son.

Then, the family had to turn to the 
other side of the world to save the com­
pany.

“We went to China for help to build 
tool and die because we couldn’t com­
pete with them and had to outsource 
some of our tool and die work there to 
remain afloat,” Menchinger said.

As Michigan’s auto industry crawled 
out from the ashes of the recession in 
2010 and 2011, so did Globe Tech as new 
car sales started to pick up.

Also, as a certified female-owned 
business, it was able to add new suppli­
er customers who wanted to meet a 
quota for doing business with minority- 
owned businesses.

“We were also a good company,” 
Swanson said. “You shouldn’t get your 
work just because you’re a woman. You 
have to be a good company, as well. But 
it did help us get a foot in the door.”

Made in the USA
At that time, lending opened up, too, 

and Globe Tech got a business loan.
So in 2011, Globe Tech bought its cur­

rent 180,000-square-foot facility in Ply­
mouth Township, refurbished it and

moved into it two years later.
The bigger building provided the 

space to buy more machinery to start 
making more large and complex prod­
ucts in the domestic auto industry.

“There are a lot of players in the auto­
motive market and if all you’re making 
is tiny parts it’s a lot easier for custom­
ers to ship them over from China than to 
buy them here,” Menchinger said. “If 
you can make something that’s harder 
to ship, you’re more likely to get custom­
ers. Otherwise, they can nickel and 
dime you out of business in automotive 
if all you’re making is nuts.”

Globe Tech’s owners declined to pro­
vide sales or revenue information, but 
said the company has grown from three 
customers and eight employees in the 
early 2000s to about 20 customers and 
75 employees, making parts for the fol­
lowing industries:

• Transportation: Auto industry 
and heavy trucks.

• Commercial: Smaller machinery 
such as washing machines and lawn- 
mowers.

• Defense: Has contracts to make 
parts for all four military branches.

“We do tool and die and a large 
amount of engineering and metallurgi­
cal services,” Menchinger said. “It’s SO­
SO between military and transporta­
tion.”

The company makes various brack­
ets for machines and aftermarket parts, 
too, such as chassis components and 
seating components that are fed to tier 1 
suppliers.

Military pilot speak
The military lineage in the family has 

extended to Wes Smith Jr.
In 2014, two years before graduating 

from Michigan State University with a 
degree in industrial engineering, Smith 
joined the Michigan Army National 
Guard. He is now an aviation pilot who 
has been deployed overseas on active 
duty in recent years.

Smith’s military knowledge has been 
helpful in guiding Globe Tech through 
the defense industry.

“Being in that community, you gain a 
lot of knowledge,” Smith said. “You’re 
exposed to so much, so you can speak to

</ " >;

what is going on in the military and 
what projects are going on. I can speak 
the language.”

Swanson and Menchinger have 
MBAs, which they say don’t always 
translate.

“A lot of buyers and customers have 
employees and family who are active 
and retired military members,” Mench­
inger said.

Mine roller
So after that 2008 dinner, it wasn’t 

long until Globe Tech had its first de­
fense contract in 2013. It makes parts for 
the chassis frames used on the Humvee 
military trucks. Globe Tech cannot dis­
close the names of any of its defense 
customers.

The other big military product they 
make is a mine roller for the Axmy. A 
mine roller is a large steel device mount­
ed on the front of a tank used to clear 
improvised explosive devices (IED) 
from the path for troops.

“It does get our employees and those 
directly involved on the project excited 
to know that they are saving lives,” 
Menchinger said.

While the company still services 
automakers, the defense business has 
taken Globe Tech to a new level. So Joan 
Smith and her kids still have dinner at 
her house every Saturday and end up 
brainstorming ways to fully diversify.

Leaving with leftovers
“I’m a mom of three and Amazon is at 

my house almost daily,” Swanson said. 
“I really want to start serving the heavy 
truck market and redesign the parts to 
take weight off* for them,” which will re­
duce their use of gasoline.

She also sees Globe Tech making 
more parts for washing and drying ma­
chines, which will increasingly be man­
ufactured in the U.S.

“We all have the company’s best in­
terest in mind with all of us working to­
gether,” Swanson said. “I hope when we 
bring a customer in they see we’re in­
vesting in the future of this customer. 
And, my mother will send you home 
with leftovers if you come in for a lun­
cheon.”
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MON.-SAT.
9 AM -8 PM 

SUN.
9 AM-7 PM

3k)m/
Contactless 
Curbside 
Pickup and 

Home Delivery!

Shop.Joesproduce.com 
to Place Your 
Order Today!
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YELLOW TAIL 
ALL VARIETALS
2/$|0

JOSH CELLARS 
LEGACY, 

CABERNET OR 
MERLOT

12.

MEIOMI 
PINOT NOIR

$ I 8 ” EA.
MENAGE A TROIS 
ALL VARIETALS

r | OFF REG PRICE

KENDALL JACKSON 
CHARDONNAY, 

PINOT NOIR OR ROSE

$I0
MEZZACORONA 

750 ML ALL 
VARIETALS

$6"

C rr/r / /o

Weddings, showers, 
brunch, graduations, 

cocktail parties, 
picnics or meetings.

Visit us at;
JoesGourmetCatering.com

Call Laura at:
248.477.4333

Joe's Meat & Seafood

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS PORTERHOUSE

$ I 4,9/lb

ALL NATURAL 
FRESH WHOLE FRYERS

FRESH ATLANTIC 
SALMON FILLETS

$ I 2.,,/lb.

WILD CAUGHT MAHI MAHI FILLETS

LB.
$ 10 9,/

of (orecidl
w byjoeJs

Largest Fresh Meat & Seafood Counter in the Area!
Butcher-cut and hand ground premium meats. Fresh flown-in fish and seafood daily.

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 

GROUND BEEF FROM CHUCK

$5."/lb.
NOW TAKING ORDERS 
FOR THANKSGIVING

FRESH ALL NATURAL 
BONELESS PORK CHOPS

$3.”/lb.

v** m

BOWMAN LANDES FREE RANGE
$5.49/LB.

AMISH COUNTRY TURKEY
$3.49/LB.

BELL & EVANS TURKEY

[ENTREES TO GO] 
STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST 

MUENSTER BACON, CORDON BLEU 
OR BACON CHEDDAR

FRESH TILAPIA 
FILLETS

$7.W/lb.
CENSEA

COOKED SHRIMP 
16/20 CT

$12 99 EA.

CENSEA 
EZ PEEL SHRIMP 

16/20 CT

$10 99 EA.

STONE HEARTH BAKED DAILY

FRESH BLACK 
PEARL SALMON 

FILLETS

* I 4.”/lb
248-477-4311
Hours: 9 am - 6 pm. Closed Monday

DEMI BAGUETTE LEMON DANISH

49$2.

's'- ■ 'fM7'-" . • ^ •
. * - - ,, ' '■
-1' -

FRENCH VIENNA
49

EA.
$4; EA.

BAGELS 

EA.59<
ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Nov 10-16,2021‘While Supplies Last* Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»
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Our produce is hand-selected and continuously rotated, so you get the freshest and finest produce available throughout the year!
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FRESHALL GREEN ASPARAGUS

$2.49/lb.

WASHINGTON 
HONEYCRISP APPLES

$2.9,/lb.

WASHINGTON GALA AND FUJI LUNCHBOX SIZE
ORGANIC 

GALA APPLES
ORGANIC I LB MINI CARROTS

M

DELMONTE 
GOLDEN RIPE 
BANANAS

FRESH
GREEN ONIONS

JUMBO
BLUEBERRIES

PINT
ORGANIC GREEN CHARD

m
ORGANIC
AVOCADOS

DEARBORN APPLEWOOD HAM
OLDTYME 

MILD CHEDDAR$5.4,/lb.
DEARBORN

OVEN-ROASTED TURKEY

SAHLEN'S 
SMOKEHOUSE HAM

mmwmN

DEARBORN 
BUFFALO CHICKEN

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
PORTERHOUSE

TROVER GREEN ONION CHEESE

$!4 99/LB.

FRESH ATLANTIC SALMON FILLETS

USDA PREMIUM 
CHOICE ANGUS 
GROUND BEEF 
FROM CHUCK

$5."/lb.
.SHRIMT

CENSEA
EZ PEEL SHRIMP 16/20 CT

FRESH ALL NATURAL 
BONELESS PORK CHOPS

$3.,9/lb.
FRESHTILAPIA FILLETS

STELLAPARMESANWEDGE

MfTiCA9
by FOREVER CHEESE

MITICA 3.5 OZ TUB - CARAMELIZED PEANUTS OR WALNUTS

MONTCHEVRE
MONTCHEVRE 4 OZ CRANBERRY CINNAMON GOAT LOG

$899/lb. $I.50oF :
II

$399 EA.

MINI QUICHE
LORRAINE OR FLORENTINE

3-

CURRIEDCAULIFLOWER SALAD
KIELBASA AND 
SAUERKRAUT

$9.99/LB.
CHEF'S SPECIAL

AUTUMN PASTA SALAD
'lb.

FIRE ROASTED SALMON

>ll”L ’I0”/,W7_M/

miAi.i.o
DELALLO STUFFED MANZANILLA 

OLIVES 5.75 OZ JAR
KITCHEN READY BROTHS

CORTO
CORTO 100% EVOO

HERO FRUIT NECTAR 
BEVERAGES$2 99

BRAGG APPLE CIDER 
VINEGAR 32 OZ JAR

EA. $5 99 EA.

FRUIT TART KIMBERLEY'S CARAMEL 
MACCHIATO CUPCAKES$3I 99 PRODUCT MAY VARY9 EA.

,$I4 99 EA

COFFEE FLAVOR 
OF THE WEEK BANANA FOSTER

$4 99 EA.

ST. PIERRE HOTDOGBUNS CHOCOLATE
ENTREMET

$3.99 EA. $29 99
SNOWY JOEY'S

99
EA.

$2.' EA.

KIMBO ESPRESSO 
AROMA GOLD 8.8 OZ

HONEY ROASTED 
PEANUTS PACKAGE

EA.

Relax and enjoy this holiday with 
fresh chef-mede dinners from 
Joe's Produce
Order by Nov. 20 with 
pickup Nov. 24

Joe's Meat and Seafood is now 
taking order for fresh turkeys.
Pickup Nov. 22 - 24, 9 am - 4 pm.
View our Thanksgiving menu at 
Joes/Produce.com/thanksgiving-menu

ENJOY CONTACTLESS CURBSIDE PICKUP AND HOME DELIVERY!
Visit Shop.Joesproduce.com to place your order today!

Sales Valid Nov 10 - 16,2021* While Supplies Last * Prices subject to change • MORE SELECTIONS ON OTHER SIDE »»
LO-GC10M0005-0S
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Relax and enjoy your holiday with fresh 
chef-made dinners and desserts from

W Joe's Produce.
Shop JoesProduce.com or view our menu at 
JoesProduce.com/thanksgiving-menu/

USA TODAY SPORTS

\^^^Gonrmc^lurkc^^ Jjf

33152 W. Seven Mile Rd. 
Livonia, Ml 48152 
Check out Joe's 

specials on back page.

SPORTS

Franklin’s Zac Olesuk eludes a Churchill player on the way to his second rushing touchdown. Franklin won, 27-20.
PHOTOS BY JOHN HEIDER/HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Franklin upsets Churchill to 
capture district football title
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

Following Livonia Franklin’s 27-20 
upset Friday at rival Churchill, coach 
Chris Kelbert delivered quite the mes­
sage to his Patriots, who captured their 
first Division 2 district title since 2018.

They visit Waterford Mott for the re­
gional final at 7 p.m. Friday

“We’re not done yet,” Kelbert said 
during their postgame talk. “It’s gonna 
take someone’s best effort to send us 
home.”

The Patriots (6-5) snuck into the 
postseason with a 4-5 record. Thankful­
ly the playoff points they garnered from 
playing in the Kensington Lakes Activ­
ities Association helped them make it 
in.

Since then they’ve made the most of 
their opportunity in the big dance.

And that’s saying something.
Following a 2-0 forfeit win in Week 5 

over Westland John Glenn (the Rockets 
dealt with COVID-19 issues), Kelbert 
was worried if his team could turn 
things around. The following week, it 
lost to the Chargers. Two weeks after 
that, it lost to Belleville.

See FRANKLIN, Page 2B Franklin head coach Chris Kelbert addresses his team after they beat Churchill.

Mustangs 
win first 
district title 
since 2018
Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The No. 7 Northville volleyball team 
didn’t hide its anticipation.

With just three points left in the de­
ciding set of Nov. 4’s Division 1 district 
final, defensive specialist Ashlee Gnau 
fell out of her chair while celebrating a 
Mustangs’ kill.

Her face turned bright red as she 
gathered herself, got back up and ex­
changed smiles with coach Sarah 
Lindstrom. The sophomore was too 
excited about what her team was min­
utes away from accomplishing.

And then, with match-point on the 
line, a referee blew her whistle to halt 
the game. Too many Mustangs were 
standing up and cheering in the bench 
area. Most of them were waving their 
hands in the air. Per the MHSAA rule 
book, only Lindstrom was allowed to 
leave her chair and roam the sideline.

Finally, the match-point serve 
sailed over the net. Canton volleyed it 
back to Northville. And then 6-footer 
Abby Reck blasted a spike down the 
middle that the Chiefs couldn’t dig.

After a three-year drought and two 
coaching changes, the Mustangs final­
ly won another district championship. 
And they celebrated immediately by 
rushing the court and dog-piling in 
front of the net.

They downed Canton, 3-0. They 
overcame a close-call in the opening 
set, 25-21, and then had no trouble put­
ting away the Chiefs 25-11 and 25-12 in 
the ensuing sets.

“Canton definitely came out and put 
on a really good game for us,” said set­
ter Juliana Imbuzerio, one of six sen­
iors. “It was super tight in the first set, 
but I definitely think we were more 
confident going into it.

“I just think that after so much hard 
work that it’s so relieving. Even if the 
games aren’t super intense, it’s some­
thing we’ve worked for. It’s the same 
trophy we’ve been pushing for every 
single year. I just think that no matter 
what happens from now on, this one 
win really meant a lot to us. This is def­
initely the first thing we’ve been work­
ing on since the start of the season, 
and regionals is next. We’re just going 
to keep going.”

Imbuzerio, a third-year varsity play­
er, was a freshman on the JV the last 
time Northville won a district. That 
was the year her older sister, Laryssa 
Imbuzeiro, who’s currently a middle 
blocker for Niagara University, helped 
the Mustangs reach the state semifi­
nal, a game they lost to Rockford, 3-L

“I got to see what it was like to go 
super far,” Imbuzerio added. “That’s 
exactly what I want to do this year.”

See MUSTANGS, Page 2B
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Our HS football 
picks for Round 3

Can Detroit Country 
Day conquer Chelsea?
Four questions for Round 3 of high school football

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The regional round of the football 
playoffs is here, and it’s time for Home­
town Life sports reporter Brandon Fol­
som to predict some winners.

There are four local teams playing in 
Round 3.

Here’s who he likes to win:

Livonia Franklin (6-5) at Waterford 
Mott (7-4), 7 p.m. Friday

Patriots coach Chris Kelbert is wor­
ried about Mott sophomore QB Kalieb 
Osbourne. And rightfully so. The dual­
threat accounted for four TDs while 
leading the Corsairs’ to their first-ever 
district title last week. A Franklin upset 
will require neutralizing Osbourne.

Folsom’s pick: Mott 21, Franklin 17.

Portage Central (9-2) at 
South Lyon (11-0), 7 p.m. Friday

The good news is the Lions are home 
each week until they make it to Ford 
Field, assuming they’re going all the 
way. The bad news is they definitely 
drew the tougher side of the bracket. 
This week it’s a team from the Kalama­
zoo area.

Next week’s it’s either Caledonia or 
Traverse City Central. It would’ve been 
much nicer for them had they drawn the 
winner of the Franklin-Mott game, es-

Franklin
Continued from Page IB

Ever since the Patriots have been on a 
tear, winner? of three-straight. They 
downed Brighton to end the regular sea­
son and then beat Temperance Bedford 
in Round L

“This is really special, and I’m really 
proud of our kids,” Kelbert said. “For us, 
just being able to squeak into the play­
offs there and to continue to get better 
throughout the season meant so much.

“Four weeks ago, things didn’t look 
good. We didn’t look good. We just 
couldn’t seem to play well. We kept 
working hard and getting better, and 
we’re here today.”

The Franklins have relied on their 
ground attack to get it done.

Franklin scored twice in the third 
quarter to come back from a 14-13 half­
time deficit.

First, Brandon Reiten caught a 17- 
yard touchdown pass from Zac Olesuk 
to make it a 20-14 score. Then Olesuk

pecially since South Lyon already de­
feated the Corsairs pretty easily this 
season.

Folsom’s pick: South Lyon 32, Por­
tage Central 17.

Mason (9-2) at Bloomfield Hills 
Brother Rice (8-3), 7 p.m. Friday 
(Lawrence Tech University)

The winner faces Detroit King, ar­
guably the best team in the state, re­
gardless of division, in next week’s 
state semifinal. Whoever wins this 
match up must make it out unscathed 
so they have everything in their ar­
senal ready to throw at the Crusaders.

Folsom’s pick: Brother Rice 35, Ma­
son 21

Detroit Country Day (7-3) at 
Chelsea (11-0), 7 p.m. Friday

I’m calling it right now: This is the 
actual state championship. The win­
ner of this game should go all the way, 
as I believe both teams are better than 
Hudsonville Unity Christian, which 
should represent the west side at Ford 
Field. The Yellowjackets could win 
their second-straight title if they get 
past the Bulldogs.

Folsom’s pick: Country Day 21, 
Chelsea 20.

Folsom went 5-1 in Round 2 and is 
27-12 picking games since joining 
Hometown Life this fall.

ran for a 7-yard TD to secure the win.
Olesuk also had TD runs of 30 and 

43 yards in the first half. He finished 
with 177 yards rushing on 16 attempts 
and also was 9 of 16 passing for 106 
yards.

Franklin attempted to ice the win by 
going for it on fourtli down and 2 with 3 
minutes left at Churchills’ 25-yard 
line. The Chargers came up with a stop 
and attempted one final drive to knot 
the score.

Instead, Jon J-Anderson nabbed an 
interception to halt the series. The Pa­
triots knelt out the remainder of the 
clock.

“The message to the guys was to 
just get the stop,” Kelbert said. “Keep 
playing hard. Believe that you can win 
it.

“I referenced how. good we’re play­
ing now. We’re starting to hit our stride 
a little bit. We’re not going to be an 
easy out if we can continue to do what 
we’re doing.”
A request seeking individual statis­

tics from Churchill wasn’t returned be­
fore press time.

Brandon Folsom Hometownlife.com 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

There are only four teams left alive 
in the football playoffs from the Home­
town Life coverage area.

Sports reporter Brandon Folsom is 
here to ask four questions ahead of 
this week's Round 31* action.

Detroit Country Day 
at Chelsea: Who ya got?

There's a ton of can't-miss games 
this weekend.

In Division 1, we have three re-, 
matches with Fordson-Belleville, Da­
kota-Sterling Heights Stevenson and 
West Bloomfield-Adams, and D-2 has 
Warren De La Salle-Roseville.

But maybe the best game of the 
weekend is Detroit Country Day (7-3) 
at Chelsea (31-0) in D-4.
Why?
It's the defending state champions 

visiting the media's pick to win this 
year's state title.

Chelsea is the real deal. The Bull­
dogs have lost only two games in the 
last three seasons, both coming in the 
D-3 state semifinals. And beating the 
Yellowjackets would send them back 
to the final four next week.

Only this time around Chelsea is a 
D-4 team. Will Country Day give them 
a fight or is being down a division 
make for an easier trip to the state fi­
nal? Chelsea hasn't been there since 
2015.

Country Day benefits from playing a 
stacked schedule. Half the teams the 
Yellowjackets played in the regular 
season are still alive in the postseason 
and will be competing for regional 
championships in Round 3. That in­
cludes South Lyon in D-2, Brother Rice 
in D-3, Warren Michigan Collegiate in 
D-6 and Detroit Loyola in D-7.
How much will that schedule pre­

pare the Yellowjackets for a power­
house like Chelsea?

Are the Patriots the 
next Detroit Edison?

It's a long shot. Especially with how 
tough it's about to get in the D-2 play­
offs.

But could Livonia Franklin make 
history?

In 2018, Detroit Edison became the 
first boys basketball team in Michigan 
to finish a regular season with a .500 
record and go on to win a state 
championship.

The Class C Pioneers played a tough 
schedule against some of the top A 
schools in metro Detroit. So it's not like

they suffered 10 regular-season losses to 
nobodies.

But once they got into the postsea­
son, they ripped off seven-straight 
wins, including beating Glen Lake, 53- 
38, to claim the state title.

Franklin finds itself in a similar situa­
tion. It tiptoed into the postseason with 
a 4-5 record thanks to all the playoff 
points it gathered playing in the Ken­
sington Lakes Activities Association, 
one of the most competitive leagues in 
the state.

The Patriots (6-5) won back-to-back 
wins against Temperance Bedford and 
Livonia Churchill to claim a district title. 
They visit Waterford Mott for the re­
gional championship this week. That is 
a winnable game.

They could be the first team to enter 
the playoffs with a losing record and 
qualify for the state semifinal.

How much is Brother 
Rice going to win by?

Don't let Mason's playoff points fool 
you. The Bulldogs haven't played any­
body.

Seven of their nine wins are against 
teams who ended the year with a .500 
record or worse. That includes victories 
over winless Okemos, one-win Eaton 
Rapids, two-win St. Johns and Fowler- 
ville, three-win Lansing Eastern and 
South Lyon East and 5-5 Jackson.

Meanwhile, Brother Rice, which 
hosts the Bulldogs at 7 p.m. Friday at 
Lawrence Tech, just finished playing a 
heck of a schedule. Detroit Catholic 
Central is the only team the Warriors 
lost to that isn't currently in the playoffs. 
Their other losses were to D-2 favorite 
Warren De La Salle and Traverse City 
Central.

So how big of a blowout is this game 
going to be?

Is South Lyon Ford Field bound?
Portage Central enters Friday's D-2 

regional final at South Lyon with two 
losses. One of those was a 20-15 Week 4 
defeat to East Lansing, the team the Li­
ons (31-0) just blew out to win their dis­
trict final. The Mustangs (9-2) are a 
good story, winning their first district 
championship since 2013 and carrying a 
record above .500 for the first time in 
three years.

But the question isn't will South Lyon 
beat Portage Central. It's this: Are the 
Lions capable of beating either Traverse 
City Central (10-1) or Caledonia (10-1) 
next week to clinch a trip to Ford Field?

Brandon Folsom covers high school 
sports for Hometown Life. Follow him on 
Twitter @folsombrandonj.

First-year Northville coach Sarah Lindstrom watches her team play Canton in the 
Division 1 district championship Nov. 4. photos by brandon folsom/hometownlife.com

Mustangs
Continued from Page IB

And if s easy to see why.
Since the state semifinal run, North­

ville has had three different coaches. Ju­
lie Fisette stepped down after three sea­
sons in 2018. Rick VanDerVeer took over 
for the next two years before retiring.

The Mustangs lost to Novi, 3-1, in the 
2019 district final. Last year, they lost a 
3-2 heartbreaker to the Wildcats in the 
district opener.

Imbuzerio and her fellow seniors 
haven’t seen this type of success with 
them in charge of the team.

That is until Northville hired Lind­
strom this past off-season.

She came to the Mustangs with 10 
years of experience. She coached 
Walled Lake Central the last six Rea­

sons. Before that, she spent four with 
Divine Child.

At each of her stops as a head coach, 
she’s won a district trophy in her first 
season.

“I did apply for the job three years 
ago, but I didn’t get it,” the first-year 
coach said. “But I don’t give up on any­
thing. I know how good this program is. I 
saw that it was open again and that it’d 
be a really good place for me to be.”

Northville took care of the Kensing­
ton Lakes Activities Association. Now it 
has a district title.

Only two more goals are left on its 
checklist: Win regionals and a state ti­
tle, Lindstrom said.

“We’ve talked about it from the be­
ginning of the season,” she added. “This 
is one of three trophies that we want 
this year. It means a lot to them, and 
they’ve worked so hard. To do it in their 
own gym, it feels absolutely amazing.”

Lindstrom presents the Division 1 volleyball district championship trophy to 
senior Juliana Imbuzerio and the rest of the Mustangs. The beat Canton, 3-0.

L < 1 t t



COMMENTARY

Harbaugh needs to stop whining 
and Tucker needs to coach better
Jeff Seidel Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

EAST LANSING - Come on Jim, stop 
complaining about the officials. Tm sick 
about hearing about the MSU game. If s 
not a good look for you.
And Mel, you gotta coach better.
There.
Equal bashing.
Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh has to 

be better. Because whining about the of­
ficials is not a good look, especially nine 
days after MSU beat Michigan, 37-33.
And Michigan State coach Mel Tuck­

er has to coach better. Because his 
team’s performance Saturday against 
Purdue was horrendous and some of 
that falls on the coaching.

Cam we just move on?
But no. Harbaugh won’t stop.
On Monday, Harbaugh was asked by 

a reporter in Ann Arbor if the Big Ten of­
fice called him to discuss the officiating 
in the MSU game.

“Yeah, as we all expected, all saw, 
mistakes were made,” Harbaugh told re­
porters during his weekly news confer­
ence.

“You heard from them?” the reporter 
asked.

Harbaugh: “That was the response, 
they made a mistake.”

Reporter: “On that call?”
Harbaugh: “Yeah. And others.”
Reporter: “So they said they said they 

made mistakes on other calls?”
Harbaugh: “Yes.”
Reporter: “Just being clear.”
Harbaugh: “Can’t be any more clear 

than that.”
Reporter: “Well there were a lot of 

calls, that’s why I wasn’t sure.”
Harbaugh: “Yeah, there were. The 

film doesn’t lie, you know.”
Ugh.

Different coaches, totally 
different responses

Less than an hour later, Tucker stood

at a podium in East Lansing, his voice 
hoarse.
He sounded like a guy who had spent 

the morning coaching his team.
Not complaining about the officials.
“Obviously, give Purdue credit. But 

however, the lack of execution on a con­
sistent basis — offensively, defensively 
and special teams was very, very disap­
pointing and unacceptable,” he said, re­
flecting on Purdue’s 40-29 victory Sat­
urday over MSU.” And we need to get it 
fixed. So we’ll do that. And that’s what 
our focus is going to be this week.”

I know Tucker is still building his 
team, still building a culture, still put­
ting his pieces in place. But when you 
come out that bad across the board, ev­
erybody is to blame: the players, the 
coaches, everybody.

Tucker spent Monday morning try­
ing to fix what went wrong at Purdue. 
And there were countless things that 
went wrong against Purdue. He held 
meetings with his coaches, trying to 
find solutions for numerous issues. And 
he met with a leadership council to set 
the right tone.

Tucker was brutally honest: the 
Spartans have to play better.

He didn’t make excuses.
This is how a coach is supposed to 

act. This is how you build a winning cul­
ture.
And when he was asked about a call 

in the Purdue game, he wouldn’t go 
there.

“I don’t like to talk about bad calls,” 
Tucker said during his weekly news 
conference. “That’s not part of our cul­
ture. We don’t like to make excuses 
about anything. I think that makes your 
program soft. I think it gives your coach­
es and your players a way out, so I don’t 
even like to talk about it that much.”

Woah!
Was Tucker talking about Harbaugh? 

I can’t say for sure. But after the two 
coaches held news conferences, you 
couldn’t have a starker contrast be­
tween them.

Tucker sounded classy, professional 
and accepted blame.

Harbaugh sounded stuck in the past, 
not-so-subtly making excuses for losing 
to MSU, which is a weak attempt at ab­
solving blame.

Now, I know what you can say: “He 
was just answering a question.”

But you know what?

Harbaugh didn’t have to answer it. 
He is a master at news conference de­
flection, answering questions only the 
way he wants.

Harbaugh knew what he was doing. 
He could have turned the discussion to 
Penn State.

He could have talked about anything 
but the officiating.

When will we just move on?
Personally, I hate talking about offici­

ating. Complaining about officials is the 
loser’s lament.

But some fans can’t let this go be­
cause Harbaugh won’t let it.

Maybe, you think U-M got hosed 
against MSU, and I can appreciate your 
passion.

But your coach should be talking 
about it a week and a halflater.

Maybe, you’re a Sparty fan and you 
think Harbaugh looks like a petulant 
child for obsessing about this, at a time 
when he should be focused on Penn 
State.

But I think the Spartans should be 
more worried about their pass defense.

Maybe, you are a Michigan fan, and 
you love that Harbaugh is speaking out. 
But I don’t quite understand that. Be­
cause all the complaining in the world 
won’t change the outcome.

The game is done.
Michigan State won.
Move on.
Both coaches have done a fine job 

this season. And both teams have a 
chance to end the season in a magical 
way. It’s all out in front of them, if they 
can learn from their mistakes.

Harbaugh needs to stop talking 
about the refs and Tucker needs to 
coach better.

Because whining is ugly and that’s 
what Harbaugh has been doing.

And losing to Purdue the way the 
Spartans did was ugly, too.

Both sides should be embarrassed.
For different reasons.
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COMMENTARY

West Bloomfield has its Kyler Murray 
play-a-like to thank for turnaround

West Bloomfield quarterback Reqez Nance has become a passing and running threat for the Lakers.
RODNEY COLEMAN-ROBINSON/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Mick McCabe Special to Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK

We have had a few changes in the 10 
weeks since Rochester Adams opened 
the season with a surprising 35-17 vic­
tory over defending Division 1 state 
champion West Bloomfield.

Quarterback Reqez Nance is still a 
sophomore for the Lakers, but just 
about everything about this youngster 
has changed.

Either West Bloomfield or Rochester 
Adams will have its season end against 
the other this week when they meet in 
the regional final at Adams.

Nance’s changes were displayed in 
the Lakers’ dominating 35-21 victory 
over Novi Detroit Catholic Central in the 
District finals.
He completed 10 of 15 passes for 130 

yards and carried the ball nine times for 
62 yards.

“I went out there and did what I had 
to do,” Nance said. “The coaches called 
the plays and I had to make them. There 
were a couple of mistakes we messed on 
offense, but we did good, we got it back 
in the second half.”

Nance is listed at 5 feet 10, 165 
pounds, a gross exaggeration on both 
counts.

But size really doesn’t matter. His 
scrambling ability and quick feet get 
him out of trouble and extend plays un­
til he can find an open receiver or he 
takes off running.

“He’s unbelievable, a lot of that’s 
him,” said quarterback coach Zach Hil- 
bers. “We knew he was a playmaker. At 
the beginning of the year the hardest 
thing was we knew we had to reign him 
in some and not let him run wild, but 
that’s what makes him special.

“I think he’s got a great balance now 
of making plays and being a part of the 
offense.”

His play was the perfect complement 
to running back/defensive back Dillon 
Tatum, who has committed to Michigan 
State. Tatum shredded the CC defense 
for 195 yards and three touchdowns on

26 carries.
Tatum has had a close up view of 

Nance’s rapid improvement thus far.
“He’s impeccable,” Tatum said. “Ev­

ery week he’s getting better. He might be 
a small guy, but he’s definitely making 
plays all over the field.”

Nance’s size draws the natural com­
parison to Arizona Cardinals quarter­
back Kyler Murray, 5-10, 207, which

raises unfair expectations for Nance, 
but West Bloomfield coach Tyrice Grice 
makes it at every opportunity.

“If you watch Kyle Murray’s high 
school film, you’d think it’s Rick,” said 
Grice. “Go watch Kyle Murray his fresh­
man year or sophomore year. I told Rick 
you guys play exactly alike. He’s that 
type of player. He’s special. We try to get 
him to slide, but he doesn’t want to

slide. He’s one of those guys who wants 
to make plays.”

Like everyone at the game, Catholic 
Central coach Dan Anderson was im­
pressed by the Lakers, especially 
Nance.

“They’ve a very good team, a lot 
of speed,” Anderson said. “They got

See WEST BLOOMFIELD, Page 5B
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insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program Is a program name for certain consumer credit plans extended by 
participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally 
Insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky. LLC. GreenSky Servicing. LLC services the loans on 
behalf of participating lenders. NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.



West Bloomfield quarterback Reqez Nance listens to his coach at practice in 
West Bloomfield in August, rodney coleman-robinson/detroit free press

West
Bloomfield
Continued from Page 4B

outside of us and that quarterback is a 
helluva quarterback. They’re young 
across the boards — they’re very young 
— so we’ll probably be seeing them 
again”

But perhaps even more impressive is 
how West Bloomfield’s offensive and 
defensive lines controlled the CC lines.

“They beat us up front, too,” Ander­
son said, "on the lines.”

That rarely happens to CC, which 
may be why he Lakers are capable of re­
peating as D-l state champs.

“As far as the offensive line goes, 
we’re starting to hit our groove,” said ju­
nior left tackle Amir Herring. “In Week 1 
we had our trials with Rochester Adams 
and we’re a young team, and progres­
sively we kept getting better and better 
and better every week.

“I feel like now people are really going 
to see our offensive line is going to be a 
problem for all of the other teams that 
we’re playing in the state playoffs.”

In order to beat Adams, the defensive 
line, led by Michael Williams, will have 
to control junior quarterback Parker Pi- 
cot, who torched the Lakers for 210 
yards rushing and three TDs on 27 car­
ries in the opener.

“He can throw, but the only thing is 
last time they didn’t throw on us, they 
ran on us,” said Williams. “That ain’t go­
ing to do that this week, I promise you 
that. It’s not going to happen this week.”

Playoff Pats
For those of you who thought losing 

teams don’t belong in the state playoffs, 
introduce yourselves to the Livonia 
Franklin team.
A month ago, the Patriots were 3-5 

and had beaten only winless Wayne, 
earned a forfeit win over Westland 
Glenn and had a 28-12 victory over 4-5 
Livonia Stevenson.

“Coming from where we were four 
weeks ago, we were in a dark place,” said 
Franklin coach Chris Kelbert. “We didn’t 
think we could compete with anybody; 
we didn’t think we were good enough.”

Frankly, Franklin was not good 
enough to beat any good teams and was 
trounced, 53-29, by Belleville.

But the Pats managed to beat Brigh­
ton to sneak into the playoffs at 4-5 and 
quickly knocked off 7-3 Temperance 
Bedford before upsetting Livonia Chur­
chill, 27-20, after losing to the Chargers, 
42-14 in Week 6.

To be fair, Churchill lost a lot of its of­
fensive firepower when quarterback Taj 
Williams was injured and out.

“The first time we played Churchill, 
we played a really good first half, it was 
7-7 at the half,” said Kelbert. “That’s 
kind of when we started to be more of a 
physical team and doing what we do 
best in running the football. Just ball 
possession and keeping the ball out of 
their hands for the first half. In the sec­
ond, things started to get away from us 
and we resorted back to what we were 
doing the previous four weeks and feel­
ing sorry for us.”

This time, Franklin out together a 
dominating running attack. Quarter­
back Zac Olesuk ran for 140 yards and 
three touchdowns while Cordell Mavins 
added another 160 yards on the ground.

“We were able to run the football,” 
Kelbert said. “They were living off the 
big pass downfield since Taj has been 
out, but we made sure we didn’t give the 
big play over top.”

There is something about the play­
offs that brings out the best in Kelbert 
and in his players. Over the past seven 
years, the Pats have won at least one 
playoff game and in 2017 they were in 
the state finals.

Part of it is the KLAA East is a meat- 
grinder. Five teams from the East were 
in district title games last weekend.

“I wish I was a better coach in the be­
ginning of the year,” Kelbert said, laugh­
ing. “I always say once we get to the 
playoffs we’re so battle tested from our 
division that give us a chance and hope­
fully we can do some things.

“To be able to turn it around, it’s on 
those kids. We pushed them hard and 
they didn’t stop working so that’s credit 
to them. We’re not the same team we 
were four weeks ago.”

Caledonia celebration
Derek Pennington did an outstand­

ing job rebuilding the Zeeland East pro­
gram, taking over a team that had nine 
consecutive losing seasons and had 
won only one game over the previous 
three seasons before accepting the job.

Only once in 13 seasons did Penning­
ton have a losing season while making 
10 state playoff appearances, including 
a spot in the 2018 Division 3 state semi­
finals.

Still, he knew there was something 
else out there.

“I had grown tired of some of the 
things in Zeeland like the split commu­
nity with two schools,” he said. “I’d al­
ways looked for a place that was a one- 
horse town where we could get every­
body behind football.”

Welcome to Caledonia, which had

five straight losing seasons before Pen­
nington rode in and turned around the 
program in one season.

The Fighting Scots improved to 10-1 
last Friday and had one of the biggest 
upsets when they knocked off two-time 
defending Division 2 state champ Mus­
kegon Mona Shores, 49-12 to set up this 
week’s showdown against Traverse City 
Central at Grandville.

“We were up 28-6 at half and their 
quarterback got dinged up,” said Pen­
nington. “They were a mess in the sec­
ond half.”

Pennington has an offensive system 
heavily dependent on a quarterback 
that must do more than pivot and hand 
off the ball.

In other words, Mason McKenzie is 
all that and more. Against Mona Shores, 
he ran for 195 yards and two TDs on 21 
carries while completing 11 of 16 passes 
for another three scores.

“Mason’s really done a nice job with 
all of our dual threat stuff we do with our 
quarterbacks,” Pennington said. “He’s 
explosively fast, he can sling the ball.”

The turnaround process was helped 
when Pennington’s sophomore son, De­
rek Jr., who started on the East varsity 
as a freshman, transferred and is a 
starter at H-back.

East line coach Eric DeVries moved to 
Caledonia and his son, Andrew, 6-3, 
300, who recently committed to Ferris 
State, is a stabilizing force on the line.

“Andrew has played 40 varsity foot­
ball games for me,” Pennington said. 
“He hadn’t even been to the high school 
yet and he was starting at left tackle 
against East Grand Rapids.

“Our athletic director’s son, Brock 
Townsend, is only a sophomore and he’s 
gained over1,200 yards and he’s a beast. 
I may be his dad, but my son is a good 
player, too.”

To hear Pennington talk about his 
new community, Caledonia may be his 
field of dreams.

“I gotta tell you, Caledonia might be 
the best hidden secret,” he said. “Our 
homecoming game this year, we had 
13,000 and Grand Haven didn’t bring 
much.

“We had 12 food trucks and a live 
band in the parking lot before the game. 
It’s a crazy place and they love football.

“There’s just a vision over there that I 
bought into. But honestly, I didn’t expect 
this the first year.”

Mick McCabe is a former longtime 
columnist for the Detroit Free Press.

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
THESE VEHICLES HAVE BEEN DEEMED ABANDONED AND WILL BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION. THE AUCTION 
WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 11/18/21 @10.00 AM AT 6345 HIX RD WESTLAND THE VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD AS. 
STARTING BID IS FOR TOWING AND STORAGE.
VEHICLE ARE SOLD AS IS AND MAY BE REMOVED FROM AUCTION PRIOR TO BIDDING. ALL BIDS START AT 
AMOUNT SHOWN FOR TOWING AND STORAGE FEES.

AMOUNT YEAR MAKE MODEL COLOR VIN
$6,625.00 2015 NISSAN VERSA BLUE 3N1CE2CP5FL416210
$2,895.00 2007 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE GREEN 1J8GR48KX7C675437
$2,655.00 2012 FORD FUSION WHITE 3FAHP0HA9CR103987
$1,525.00 2006 CHRYSLER 300 GREEN 2C3KK53G26H290100
$1,680.00 2017 TOYOTA COROLLA BLACK 2T1BURHE7HC914720
$1,605.00 2011 FORD EDGE BLACK 2FMDK3KC8BBA05366
$1,335.00 2004 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY WHITE 2C4GP54LX4R610124
$1,325.00 2008 MAZDA 3 GRAY JM1BK32F081140867
$1,355.00 2003 JEEP LIBERTY PURPLE 1J4GL58K03W706101
$1,215.00 2010 FORD RANGER WHITE 1FTKR1ADXAPA75917
$1,225.00 2007 FORD FIVE HUNDRED BLUE 1FAHP24127G144251
$1,075.00 1997 DODGE CARAVAN PURPLE 2B4GP44R8VR130466
$1,280.00 2015 CHEVROLET CRUZE BLUE 1G1PC5SB7F7111185
$1,035.00 2003 LINCOLN TOWN CAR SILVER 1LNHM82WX3Y622601
$1,005.00 2005 GMC ENVOY SILVER 1GKDT13S852367949
$965.00 2010 CHEVROLET MALIBU . GRAY 1G1ZC5EBXAF226527
$925.00 2007 HONDA FIT BLUE JHMGD38687S028896
$875.00 1998 FORD ECONOLINE WHITE 1FTPS24L0WHA47984
$1,010.00 2010 FORD FOCUS SILVER 1FAHP3FN4AW104868
$760.00 2000 FORD EXPLORER WHITE 1FMZU73XXYZB96030

Publish: November 11,2021 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ lcm>qoo360411 4x4

CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 
ORDINANCE NO. 21 - 02

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PLYMOUTH CITY CODE:
CHAPTER 74 - UTILITIES, ARTICLE III. - SEWER,
DIVISION 5. - STORM SEWERS, SEC. 74-173

TO ACHIEVE THE REFERENCED ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS AS NOTED ABOVE, 
THE FOLLOWING SECTION HAS BEEN ADDED:

Section 74 -173 Adoption of the County Storm Water Management Ordinance.
The Wayne County Stormwater Control Ordinance (Enrolled Ordinance No. 2021-526a) and 
Administrative Rules (Resolution No. 2021-526b) adopted by reference to:
https://www.wavnecountv.com/departments/environmental/waterquality/
orHinance-administrative.aspx

Introduced- 6-21-2021 
Enacted - 7-6-2021 
Publication - 11-11-2021 
Effective - 11-12-2021

For Complete Ordinance Text Follow the Link Below:
http8://librarv.municode.com/mi/Dlymouth/code8/code of ordinances

Publish: November 11, 2021 ______ Lo-oooaaswo 3«3.5
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HOMETOWNLIFE.COM A
O&E Instructions for 

iPhone and iPads
How to Download 
Hometownlife APR

Click on the iTunes App Store and type hometownlife in the search field. 
Select O&E media hometowntown from the list of available selection options. 
Click the GET button once you are on the O&E page.
Click INSTALL. The browser will bring you to your iTunes account page.
Sign in to your iTunes Store account to complete the download process.

Or you may type the URL to get to the page directly: 
For iPhone:
http://itunes.apple.conn/us/app/apple-store/id900203119?mt=8

For iPad:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/apple-store/id900203506?mt=8

Instructions for 
Smart Phones 
and Tablets
How to Download 
from Google Play 
Store
Click the Play Store icon on your screen. 
Click the APPS icon. Click search icon.

Type Observer and Eccentric
in the search field. Select the 
Observer and Eccentric from the 
list of available selection options.

Click the INSTALL button 
once you are on the O&E page.

The browser will bring you to your 
GOOGLE account page. Sign in 
to your GOOGLE account and 
follow prompts to complete the 
download process.

Andriod Phones/Tablets:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gannett

hometownlife
HOME NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS LIFE ENTERTAINMENT OPINION U:

library.news.hometown life



FORMULATED TO WITHSTAND HARSH MICHIGAN WINTERS!
Professionally installed concrete coating solutions for your home or business.

1 V
jF Vear

Round
& 4 M v- lnstallationn

-aiir&r m
WINTER SPECIAL!*250 u- ANY NEW o PURCHASE

Must present this at time of order. Minimum purchase applies. 
Not valid with any other offer or previous contract.

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2021

GARAGE FLOORS BASEMENTS COMMERCIAL PATIOS POOL DECKS & MORE

m
TriUTECH
CONCRETE COATINGS

STRONGER
than epoxy!!!

• Easy to keep clean
• 100% antibacterial & antimicrobial
• Will not chip or peel
• Formulated for Michigan winters
• Slip resistant
• Endless color options
• 15 year warranty

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE734-236-9222
Proudly serving Southeast Michigan —

Only Authorized dealer of Penntek Industrial Find US OH Facebook 
Coatings in Southeast Michigan

LO-GCI0763737-02

3DAYB LINDS5
YOU’LL LOVE THE TREATMENT

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS & DRAPERY

buy one crr\%'GET ONE OVJoff
on Custom Blinds, Shades & Drapery

CALL TO SCHEDULE
FREE in-home design consultation 

with no obligation!
(313) 466-6126

WE DESIGN, WE MEASURE, WE INSTALL, YOU RELAX!9
•Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. Buy 1 qualifying 
window covering and receive the 2nd qualifying window covering of equal or lesser value at 50% off! Offer 
excludes installation, sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer 
or discount. Offer Code BGXB. Expires 12/31/21.3 Day Blinds LLC has the following licenses: AZ ROC 321056, 
CA #1005986, CT HIC.0644950, NJ #13VH09390200, Oft #209181, PA #PAl07656, WA #3DAYBDB842KS, 
Nassau County, NY Home Improvement License H01073101, Rockland County, NY #H-12401-34-00-00, 
VA #2705172678 (Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC). © 20213 Day Blinds LLC.

■fCAI
: ,1 A mm

WILL BE HERE SOONt. ‘ *

Flat Rate Pricing
FREE Safety Inspection 
on Every Service Call
Service Call Charge 
Waived with Work 
Performed
Same Day Service
All Our Technicians 
are Licensed and 
Background Checked
100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Pre-Season Furnace Safety 
Check

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I

WHATEVER IT TAKES:

I I I
i With Coupon, ■1 
| Expires 10/31/2021 \ \

L — — — — — — — Jl-

18 Months No 
Interest on New 

Furnace & 
AC System

*Restrictions apply

Experts Since 1980

Electric • Plumbing ■ Heating • Cooling

’’’Select Systems Apply, with approved credit. See Hoover for details

IT’S NOT PAINTRhino Shield abetter

Waterproof and Breathable • BASF Tested and Proven to Last • 
Thicker and Richer than Paint

RUING SHIELD BONDS TO...
v'' Wood 

v' Aluminum 

v Vinyl

^ HardiePlank

Stucco 

v Brick 

v' Block
Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

734-386-0891
MICHIGAN’S ONLY 

A-ffJ.™ AUTHORIZED
RHINO SHIELD 
DEALER

Michigan Builder’s 
License #2102200455



Classifieds To advertise, visit:classifieds.hometownlife.com
I Classifieds Phone: 800.926.8237
I Classifieds Email: dfpclass@dnps.com
I Public Notices/Legals Email: oelegals@hometownUfe.com

VISA

All classified ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. The Observer & Eccentric 
reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad at any time. Errors must be reported in the first day of publication. The Observer & Eccentric shall not be liable for any loss or 
expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

Assorted

Items
all kinds of things...

Wanted to Buy ■'O’ Engineering & IT
WANTED: Used Fishing Tackle. Deer Hunter & Successful Master 

Angler Patches 734-890-1047
Altimetrik Seeks Software Engineer Must have MS in Computer Science, 
Software Engineering, or related, or a BS in the same with 5 +yrs of exp. 
Work site: Southfield, Ml. Multiple positions available. Apply: resumeaQaltimetrik.com
Ritwik Infotech Seeks Technical Consultant Must have MS Comp. Applications or Comp. Sc. Work site: 
Farmington, Ml. Apply: seshukotaloQritwikinfotech.com

Get results. Advertise in CLASSIFIEDS!

Mac Valves Inc., leading manufacturer of pneumatic valves is seeking associates for
Assembly Lines I Material Handlers 

Machine Operators
Mac Valves Inc. offer a competitive benefit 
package including 401K, Medical, Dental as well 
as short term and long term profit sharing.

Please apply in person at 
30569 Beck Road, Wixon, Ml 48393.

LOGCIOTSaeSMI

Transportation

best deal for you...
Autos Wanted

Advanced H&W- $$ for salvage/scrap 
autos Free towing 7days 734-223-5581

Find your new job HERE!

Finding a job 
shouldn't feel like one.

ZipRecruiter* The Smartest Way To Hire

Get started at
jobs.usatoday.com

SELL YOUR OAR
ADOPT A PET
GET A JOB
FIND A HOUSE
BUY A BOAT
FIND A TREASURE
GET A MASSAGE
HIRE A HANDYMAN
Check out the classified section everyday.

EMP&RETODAY
We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

I ** , ~ \* '
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OUR BEST SALE!

1

1/ PRICE*/2 SALE
Select styles.

Half price carpet, hardwood, laminate, 
vinyl, & professional installation...

That's half price* for your entire purchase!

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate!
call 888-330-0582 

or visit EmpireToday.com/newspaper.

’Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl Plank, and 
Laminate, basic installation, standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up 
of permanently affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and 
prior purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. 
Not available in all areas. Valid through 12/12/21 . Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com. 
Sales (except CA and MA) and installation are provided by independent contractors.
Licensure at EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108 © 2021 Empire Today, LLC

■®sstTER PHimerfON

tnjiiifiRRUjI
FALL SAVINGS20%0FF

AN EXTRA 5% OFF
for senior citizens or military personnel

Stop wasting your time with 
overpriced gutter guards.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.
No payment required until the job 
is finished and you’re completely 
satisfied.
Lifetime Performance 
Guarantee. We guarantee that our 
products will keep your gutters free 
of leaves and clogs for the rest of 
the life of your home.

MHi mmm mmmwmmmmmmfsmm



PUZZLE CORNER
CROSSWORD PUZZLER

FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2021

PREMIER CROSSWORD/ By Frank A. Longo STARTING
SUBGENRES

ACROSS 
1 Worker 
welfare gp.

5 Bark 
syllables

11 Perform a 
dynamic 
crowd action 
in a stadium

20 Hospital bed 
attachment

21 Nomadic type
22 Turpentine, 

for one
23 1983-2014 

periodical for 
adolescents

25 Reins are 
parts of them

26 The first task 
on the to-do 
list

27 Help- 
wanteds, e.g.

29 Musician 
Nugent

30 Musician 
DiFranco

31 Africa’s 
Sierra —

33 No-problem 
advancement

37 What a 
bitingly 
sarcastic 
person has

41 Ostrich 
lookalike

42 Olympic 
swimmer 
Tom

43 Royal heirs, 
often

44 Veep’s boss

45 NYC subway 
org.

46 Shocking 
fish, at times

47 Stuff causing 
a blowup

48 Consen/ative 
moral 
principles'

55 Like Ikea 
assemblies, 
for short

56 Sitcom alien
57 Sloop, e.g.
58 Sch. group
59 Summits
62 Smell

terrible
65 Splendid
67 Special 

times
68 Span 

rotating 
horizontally 
to allow ships 
through

70 Sci-fi guru
71 Natives of 

Palermo or 
Catania

73 Runs slowly
74 Peeled
75 Above, in 

poems
76 Meara of 

“Southie”
77 Photo lab 

blowup: Abbr.
78 Ryder vehicle
79 Alternative to 

bifocals
85 Naples loc.
88 Deep, as a 

voice

89 Month, to 
Manuela

90 Put a rip in
91 Luau favors
92 De Mille of 

choreography
95 Game-airing 

channel
97 Welcome 

wind on 
a hot 
day

99 Entry 
at no 
charge

102 Key just 
above D

103 Tell untruths
104 Strike caller
105 “... boy 
— girl?”

106 Trial blasts, 
for short

109 They 
die hard, 
it’s said

113 Bob Fosse 
film title 
relevant Jo 
the starts 
of eight 
answers in 
this puzzle

117 Distributes in 
shares

118 Shape-fitting 
game

119 For —
(not pro bono)

120 Young 
superhero of 
DC Comics

121 Off the mark
122 Road curve

DOWN
1 Globe
2 — Paulo
3 Coxa, more 

familiarly
4 Some nuts
5 Jason’s ship
6 Horse hue
7 Perturb
8 Parisian 
bud

9 Title anew
10 One of the 

Corleones 
in “The 
Godfather”

11 Cry from 
Homer

12 City in 
Kansas

13 Actress 
Wright

14 Fit carmaker
15 Up ’til
16 “Cursed” 

director 
Craven

17 Really 
attack

18 Capital of 
Austria

19 Junior naval 
officer

24 Assist illicitly
28 More or less
31 Keep going
32 Business coll, 

topic
33 Rocker 

Quatro
34 Lighter — air
35 Imagine
36 Laze about
38 Grand Ole —

39 Firearm rights 
org.

40 H.S.-level 
exam

45 Popular dog 
biscuits

46 Shirk
48 “—the 

season ...”
49 Sharp taste
50 Place to live
51 Pines
52 Willing to 

participate in
53 Musical 

exercise
54 Mixed greens
55 Lover of Lucy
59 Fable 

penner
60 Town 

shouter
61 User’s 

shortcut
62 Relatives of 

geese
63 Rake parts
64 Those 

elected
65 Rapper — 

Khalifa
66 Actress 

Meg
68 Tendon
69 Croissant, 

e.g.
72 Crooner 

Julius
74 Dads
77 “Yeah, 

but still...”
78 Noun 

follower, 
often

80 Open 
delight

81 Devilkins
82 School in 

Berkshire
83 Natal lead-in
84 Bando of 

baseball
85 Sense no 

danger
86 Oscar winner 

Minnelli
87 Play — (enjoy 

some tennis)
91 Alternative to 

a right hook
92 Drifting at sea
93 Car part 

between 
headlights

94 Acupuncture 
item

95 NFL rusher 
Smith

96 Savor pekoe, 
say

97 Certain fuel­
carrying ship

98 Take a break
100 Burj Khalifa 

locale
101 Super-angry
106 Razor brand
107 Skinny
108 Toward dawn
110 Sweetie
111 Make a move
112 IRS ID
114 Env. insert
115 Buddhist 

discipline
116 Brits’ 

alphabet 
ender

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at 
(517) 7024247 or smcclellan@michigan.com.
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98
102
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1 119
122

SUDOKU
5 7

3 9
9 7 4 1

7 4 6
3 4 9 6 8 2

5 2 9
4 6 7 5

9 8
3 4

Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ll/ll
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues provided in the boxes. 
The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CHECK XT OUT
Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, even 
diagonally, The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them.
E
U
z
s
V
H
T

A
R
E
W
c
R
D W

K Y R 
O W D 
A O 
P S 
S S 
N T 
E I

E
K
S
R
V

U
C
U
S
E
O
E

E
T
O
C
s
p
I

A
G
E
L
E
C
O
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E
S
B
O
M

S
T
O
C

Q K

N
U
T
R
J

R
G
E
M

N W

M N 
O O 
T E 
I N 
T R

C
S
U
R
O
O

I
E
I
E
O
U
P
B
O
R
C
E
A

E
E
I
W
s
N
D

S
N
E
H
R
P

M H

R O
R B 
D N 
T T 
I R 
W V 
A I 
E E
K W U W 
O C S U 
D B E A 
R Y N H 
E K A T

G
I
E
W
G
T
J
N
O
S
I
R
A
P
M
O
C
C

ANALYSIS 
ASSAY 
ASSESS 
CHECK 
CHEW 
COMPARE 
COMPARISON 
CONSIDER 
DEBATE 
DEDUCE 
DEDUCTION 

„ DELIBERATE 
DETECT 
DISCERN • 
DISSECT 
ENQUIRE 
EXPERIMENT 
EYE UP 
GO INTO 
GO OVER 
INTROSPECTION 
INVESTIGATE 
LOOK
MULL OVER
OBSERVE
OPEN
PONDER
PORE
PROBE
QUESTION
REFLECT
RESOLVE
REVIEW
RUMINATE
SCRUTINY
SEARCH
SEEK
SPECULATE
STUDY
SURVEY
TAKE APART
TAKE STOCK
TEST
TRY
TURNOVER
VIEW
WATCH
WEIGH

.LAO XX 3193119
Z 6 9 P 9 l 8 3 8
P 9 l 8 8 3 6 Z 9
Z 8 8 6 9 Z 9 P
6 Z P i 3 8 9 8 9
S Z 8 9 Z 6 P 8 l
e l 9 9 P 8 3 6 Z
i V Z 6 9 8 9 8
9 9 6 8 8 P Z 3
8 e Z 3 9 9 P 6

VT IN THE cTassifw®8

S@LD S«LD
Call 800-579-7355 to advertise. ftomatownMfB.com JVJEDIA.

AGANNITT COMPANY

More ways to reach us.
We now have multiple channels that you can use to update your account 
information, report delivery issues, temporarily stop your paper, activate your 
digital account or address any questions and concerns you may have.

WE OFFER:

e e o
Virtual Hold
Leave your information and a 
description of the issue and the 
next available representative 
will call you back rather than 
waiting on hold.

Email
This option gives you the 
opportunity to leave more 
details and have a record of 
the correspondence.

Live Chat
Converse directly online 
with a representative.

Visit our online help portal to access FAQs, 
subscription services, member benefits and more.

help.hometownlife.com
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