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Tax revenues lag behind spike in home values
By Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

Canton will not witness a 
tax-revenue windfall despite 
an 11-percent increase in resi­
dential property values - the 
biggest spike in nearly a dec­
ade.

That’s because a state law, 
approved in 1994, limits prop­
erty tax increases to 5 percent 
or the rate of inflation, which­
ever is less, meaning a mere 
1.6 percent jump this year.

T o m  Yack, township trustee 
and former supervisor, said he 
believes the 1.6 percent, tied to

the Consumer Price Index, is a 
“trumped-up” number. H e  said 
he believes most consumers 
would agree the cost of grocer­
ies, autos and other goods is 
higher.

“It’s kind of frustrating,” 
Yack said.

His remarks came as Can­
ton’s new property assessment 
notices hit the mail Friday. 
Despite the double-digit in­
crease in home values, on aver­
age, tax revenues will remain 
sluggish.

“It’s kind of hard to keep up 
with the cost of services when 
you’re only going to get a 1.6

percent increase (in tax reve­
nues),” Yack said.
Housing rebound

Canton Assessor Doug Shaw 
said the latest assessment 
notices indicate Canton is re­
bounding from the Great Re­
cession, as residential property 
values witness the biggest 
growth in years based on sales 
from a two-year period ending 
last Sept. 30.

Shaw called it “a positive 
thing” but said taxable values 
remain sluggish at 1.6 percent 
growth, except in certain cir­
cumstances such as when a

house is sold. Then, a home’s 
taxable value is essentially 
reset to more closely match its 
assessed value.

Yack said he is doubtful 
Michigan legislators will dis­
mantle the 21-year-old law, 
Proposal A, that changed the 
rules, due to its popularity 
among voters.

“I can’t imagine any state 
legislator wanting to revisit it 
or even discuss it,” he said.
“It’s like the third rail. It’s like 
talking about Social Security at 
the federal level.”

According to Shaw, Canton 
tax revenues also aren’t ex­

pected to show significant 
gains from commercial proper­
ty values, which dipped 4 per­
cent, or the industrial sector, 
which grew at 4 percent.

Under Proposal A, Yack 
said, property taxable values 
can increase no more than 5 
percent, yet, on the other side 
of the equation, the law didn’t 
prevent double-digit losses in 
revenue when the housing 
market crashed.

“You’re always going to be 
behind (with tax revenues) in 
those kinds of circumstances,”
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Canton school helps food 
pantry feed the hungry
By Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

A  group of girls from 
Achieve Charter Acad­
e m y  in Canton decided 
to fight hunger one 
empty grocery bag at a 
time.

That’s right - empty.
Canton-based Open 

Door Ministry already 
has a food supply it 
distributes every week 
to more than 450 fam­
ilies, mostly in western 
Wayne County.

But, the ministry 
needed plastic grocery 
bags so volunteers could 
pack apples, tomatoes, 
onions and numerous 
other food items that 
struggling families pick 
up from a warehouse on 
Lilley Road, south of 
Michigan Avenue.

That’s where Girl 
Scouts Junior TYoop 
40559 from Achieve 
Charter Academy 
helped, launching a 
school-wide plastic gro­
cery bag drive to help 
Open Door Ministry, 
where some Achieve 
Charter students al­
ready had volunteered.

“I think we collected 
close to a million bags,” 
Stephanie Abughannam, 
one of three troop lead­
ers, said.

Organizers using a 
car and two mini-vans

A C H I E V E  C H A R T E R  A C A D E M Y
See PAN T R Y ,  P a g e  A 2  Girl Scouts Junior Troop 40559 m a k e  heart gestures for their project helping a food pantry.

Price: Road repair 
projects coming 

to Canton, Plymouth
By Darrell Clem

Staff Writer

Wayne County C o m ­
missioner Shannon Price 
made road repairs a 
linchpin of his twice 
successful campaigns to 
represent the 10th dis­
trict.

Price announced Fri­
day that the Wayne Coun­
ty Commission has for­
mally approved three 
major road projects he

[ i already 
had touted 
for the 
Plymouth 
and Can­
ton c om­
munities.

Price The
largest 
project

involves reconstructing 
Beck Road from Warren 
Road in Canton to just
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School aid fund 
would take 

$ 2 5 0  million hit
By Brad Kadrich

c o r r e s p o n d e n t

Word of the passage of 
House Bill 4110, which 
takes more than $250 
million out of the state’s 
school aid fund to plug a 
$500-million hole in the 
2014-15 general fund 
budget had social media 
users in the Plymouth- 
Canton district atwitter 
Thursday.

The bill, which would 
use more than $250 mil­
lion from the K-12 budget 
to pay down the general 
fund deficit, passed the 
house 62-48, largely 
along party lines.

Heise Pagan

While parents and 
other stakeholders in the 
Plymouth-Canton C o m ­
munity Schools lamented 
the loss of money to local 
schools, state Rep. Kurt 
Heise, who voted in favor 
of the bill, said the m on­
ey will be used to
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Canton police need 
help identifying 
fraud suspect

The Canton Police Department is ask­
ing for the public’s help identifying a man 
suspected of using a cloned credit card 
and making illegal transactions at retail 
outlets in Canton.

Police captured the m a n ’s photo from a 
surveillance camera.

Anyone who recognizes the suspect is 
asked to call 734-394-5400.

C A N T O N  P O U C E
Police believe the suspect drove this car.
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REVENUES
Continued from Page A1

he said, adding that re­
covering from tax losses 
“will probably take 
years, and that’s just to 
get us back to where we 
were before the reces­
sion.”
$20-million loss

Township Supervisor 
Phil LaJoy has said Can­
ton lost $20 million in 
revenue during a five- 
year period starting in 
2007.

One bright spot for 
Canton, however, is that 
it will witness tax reve­
nue growth from a new 
boom in home construc­
tion.

Hundreds of homes 
are at some stage of de­
velopment or planning.

Moreover, local real 
estate officials have said 
home prices in Canton 
are healthy due to strong 
demand in the communi­
ty, acclaimed for its 
parks, schools, restau­
rants and other ameni­

ties.
“Canton has lots of 

great things " Patterson 
has said.

Yack singled out new 
home construction as a 
way Canton can grow its 
tax revenues by more 
than the rate of inflation, 
especially if current 
trends continue.

"At least we ’ve got 
some growth," he said.

Meanwhile, property 
owners who choose to 
appeal their property tax 
assessments to the Can­
ton Board of Review will 
have an opportunity at 
the Ibwnship Admini­
stration Building as fol­
lows:

» Monday, March 9,9 
a.m. to noon and 1-4:30 
p.m.

» 'Ibesday, March 10, 
and Wednesday, March 
11,1-5 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.

» Thursday, March 12, 
9 a.m. to noon.

For more information, 
call the assessor’s office 
at 734-394-5111.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: QCantonObserver 
734-972-0919

PANTRY
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made multiple trips to 
Open Door Ministry to 
deliver the plastic gro­
cery bags, which they 
had packed into much 
larger bags.

"I thought it was good 
because w e  can help 
people who are in need," 
Abughannam’s daughter, 
10-year-old Mya, said.

Open Door Ministry 
Director Steve Darr said 
the organization gets 
about 25,000 pounds of 
food each week - and he 
estimated 25 percent of 
it has to be bagged up.
He said Achieve Charter 
Academy students, aside 
from their earlier volun­
teer efforts, came 
through again.

"It is awesome,” Darr 
said. "This is not just a 
one-time thing for the 
kids from that school. 
They’re a great bunch of 
kids. W e  love them."

TYoop 40559 took on 
the grocery bag project 
as it tries to earn its 
bronze award from the 
Girl Scouts of America.

ROADS
Continued from Page A1

south of Ann Arbor TYail 
in Plymouth Township - a 
project expected to begin 
as early as March, weath­
er permitting.

Price had said in late 
2013 that the project 
would likely be on Wayne 
County’s radar for 2015. 
At that time, Canton 
Municipal Services Di­
rector Tim Faas said 
local officials had re­
ceived complaints about 
traffic congestion along 
Beck Road, especially 
near the high school 
complex.

“The road has been 
deteriorating over the 
last few years,” Faas 
said.

The road will be ex­
panded from two lanes to 
three between Warren 
and Ann Arbor roads. 
The project includes
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9 0 %  of Individuals Taking Thyroid 
Hormones Will Fail to Feel Normal...

F R E E  D I N N E R
Immediately following our free seminar entitled

Solutions to Unresolved 
Thyroid Symptoms

Presented b y  leading wellness expert
Dr. Lisa Sullivan, N D

V/ pjr©h4 edfeme
.thDr.b«S^."ND

Wednesday, February 25th or 
March 25th at 6:00 p m

Rose’s Restaurant & Lounge
201 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 48187

• Learn what causes 9 0 %  of Hyperthyroidism in the U S
• W h a t  missing lab tests are needed 

to identify your problem
• W  hy simply taking thyroid medications 

m a y  not impact your condition.
• W h a t  Really Works to improve your 

condition. Safely, Healthfully!

Please RSVP to (734) 716-5588
Limited Seating Available, Feel free to bring a guest

The troop has 15 m e m ­
bers, aU fifth-grade 
girls, led by Abughan- 
n am and leaders Valerie 
Stone and Lynn Lon- 
gridge.

The entire school, 
kindergarten through 
eighth grade, got in­
volved. The class col­
lecting the most grocery 
bags - Mrs. Ziolkowski’s

kindergarten class - won 
a free pizza party from 
the Jet’s Pizza shop near 
Cherry Hill and Canton 
Center.

"We were not expect­
ing the turnout we got,” 
Abughannam said. 
"Some mothers brought 
in three big cases with 
1,000 bags each.”

Organizers say stu­

dents never tired to 
collecting bags, deliv­
ered earlier this month 
to Open Door Ministry. 
Every day they brought 
in bags - bags filled with 
a giving spirit and, even­
tually, with food.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919

storm sewer, culvert, 
sidewalk ramp, guardrail 
and sign work. Moreover, 
the project also includes 
installing some new side­
walks.

“The Beck Road pro­
ject has been long over­
due,” Price, R-Plymouth 
Township, said in a pre­
pared statement. "This 
project will address the 
poor condition of Beck 
Road, traffic congestion 
around the high school 
campus and flooding 
issues that have long 
been a problem at the 
Ann Arbor Road inter­
section.”

Price chairs the coun­
ty’s Committee on Public 
Services, which oversees 
road projects.

The second project 
involves having Cherry 
Hill Road resurfaced and 
widened from two lanes 
to three between Beck

and Canton Center roads 
in Canton, and improve­
ments at the Cherry Hill- 
Beck intersection to 
accommodate the new 
schools in the area and 
the resulting increased 
traffic.

That project will begin 
in mid-April, weather 
permitting, and include 
drainage, sign and traffic 
signal improvements.

"With the addition of 
two schools and an in­
crease in new homes in 
the area, Cherry Hill 
Road is also in serious 
need of improvements,” 
Price said.

Wayne County com­
missioners also approved 
a final contract to install 
a traffic light at the in­
tersection of Beck and 
Saltz roads in Canton - an 
improvement long-await­
ed by residents in the 
area.

The county approved 
the traffic signal nearly a 
year ago and it was sup­
posed to be installed in 
the fall. However, there 
was a delay with the bid 
process.

"It has been more than 
frustrating to have to 
wait for M D O T  (the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation) to send 
us back the final contract 
to begin this long-await­
ed project,” Price said. 
"This is a very dangerous 
intersection, and it is 
imperative that we in­
stall this light as soon as 
possible.”

Price is in his second 
two-year term serving 
the people of Canton and 
Plymouth townships and 
the city of Plymouth.
dclem@hometownlife.com 
Twitter @CantonObserver 
734-972-0919
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fund community col­
leges.

Those colleges, he 
said, were going to be 
funded partially by K-12 
money and partially by 
general fund money.
With the $500-million 
deficit, the general fund 
money will be taken 
away from community 
colleges, Heise said, 
which will now be fund­
ed entirely out of the 
school aid fund.

But since the extra 
money comes from a 
projected $283 million 
surplus in the school 
fund, he said, it won’t 
affect Plymouth-Canton’s 
budget at all.

"Everything else stays 
the same,” said Heise, 
R-Plymouth Township. 
"We’re fortunate to have 
a surplus in K-12. It’s not 
going to impact Ply- 
mouth-Canton, Northville 
or any districts current­
ly. K-12 (funding) is not 
taking the hit, and local 
governments aren’t tak­
ing the hit.”

Opposing view
State Rep. Kristy 

Pagan, D-Canton, voted 
against the bill. She 
agrees the use of K-12 
money technically isn’t a 
cut to current school 
funding, she also doesn’t 
think it should have been 
used.

“If we applied the 
surplus to schools, it 
would mean a $110 (per 
pupil) b u m p  for Ply- 
mouth-Canton schools,” 
said Pagan, herself a 
graduate of the district. 
“Is that a cut? I would 
rather have seen it ap­
plied to schools.”

H B  4110 and House 
Bill 4112, which passed 
by a 66-44 vote, now go 
to the Michigan Senate 
for consideration.

Heise said the budget 
shortfall this year is the 
result of businesses in 
Michigan taking advan­
tage of Michigan Busi­
ness Tax credits issued 
between 1996 and 2011.

He said the state has 
to set more money aside 
to pay for tax credits, try 
to renegotiate some of 
the tax breaks, and elim­
inate some of the funds 
by statute.

"We’ve got to fill the

hole but not by raising 
taxes and (or) fees,” 
Heise said. "We’re al­
ready looking at the 
2015-16 budget, in which 
the governor is asking 
for a $75 increase in 
per-pupil spending.”

But Pagan disputes 
that, as well, saying the 
formula used to calculate 
funding amounts “to a $1 
increase” for Plymouth- 
Canton.

Rather than taking 
money from education, 
Pagan repeated a cam­
paign platform, saying 
the state has to quit giv­
ing tax breaks to corpo­
rations and "hold them 
accountable.”

She said tax credits 
given to the M E D C ,  givr 
en in what she believes is 
a failed effort to stim­
ulate Michigan’s econo­
my, haven’t been proven 
to be working.

"I have no idea how 
many jobs (credits) are 
creating,” Pagan said. 
"When we talk about 
getting our economy 
going, we  have to do it in 
a responsible way. W e  
need to hold these corpo­
rations responsible for 
paying their fair share. 
W e ’re balancing the bud­
get on the backs of kids.”

C R Y S T A L  C R E E K

W e  care for and about our residents 
and their families.

Our staff is professionally trained and able to provide the support and care 
that your loved one needs, all while providing a secure lifestyle.
• Relaxed, caring atmosphere
• Spacious studio-styled suites
• Accommodations for couples
• Handicap accessible suites
• 24-hour staff physician services
• Daily medication manage m e n t  
• M e m o r y  care

• Contained outdoor courtyard
• Housekeeping/laundry
• Beauty/barber shop
•Variety of activities and programs
• State Licensed
• Nurse on site 
•Secure facility

Call us for a n  appointment today

734-453-3203
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c a m p  for kids
World-class figure-skaters 

will perform at Plymouth 
Township’s Compuware Arena 
Friday in a fundraiser for chil­
dren with life-threatening and 
chronic illnesses.

FrenchieSkate 2015, orga- 
• nized by University of Michi­
gan student athletes in associa­
tion with U.S. Figure Skating, 
the U - M  Figure Skating Club 
and the Detroit Skating Club, 
will benefit North Star Reach, 
which provides camp experi­
ences for children with serious 
health challenges.

North Star Reach has a 
- barrier-free camp near Pinck­
ney, Mich., that accommodates 
about 1,500 campers a year.

FrenchieSkate begins at 7 
p.m. Friday at Compuware and 
will include some of the 
world’s top figure skaters, 
including Olympic silver m e d ­
alist Patrick Chan; four-time 
U.S. champion Jeremy Abbott,

. Olympians Kaitlyn Weaver and 
Andrew Poje, the 2014 World 
Ice Dance silver medalists; and 
Kaitlin Hawayek and Jean-Luc

D A M I E N  M E Y E R / A F P / G E T T Y  I M A G E S
Canada's Kaitlyn W e a v e r  and 
Canada's A n d r e w  Poje perform.

Baker, the 2014 World Junior 
Ice Dance champions.

“W e  are honored to be the 
beneficiary of FrenchieSkate 
2015,’’ said Doug Armstrong, 
founder of North Star Reach.

Tickets start at $30 each for 
adults, $20 for children. For 
ticket information, photos of 
the cast and directions to C o m ­
puware, visit
www.FrenchieSkate.com. To 
learn more about North Star 
Reach, visit
www.northstarreach.org.

D A M I E N  M E Y E R / A F P / G E T T Y  I M A G E S
U S  Alex Shibutani a nd U S  Maia Shibutani perform in the Figure Skating Ice Dance Short Dance at the Iceberg 
Skating Palace during the Sochi Winter Olympics.

C O U R T E S Y  T H E  C A N A D I A  P R E S S
Patrick Chan will appear at FrenchieSkate 2015 on 
Friday at C o m p u w a r e  Arena.

•I*1
C O U R T E S Y  P H O T O

Alissa Czisny, two-time U.S. ladies champion, is 
scheduled to perform

• USAF training
Kyle Spence, a 2013 grad­

uate of Canton High School, 
is finishing training as a 

■ U.S. Air Force firefighter 
and paramedic and will take 
his first assignment in early 

. March.
Spence, of Canton Town­

ship, completed basic train­
ing at Lackland Air Force 
Base in Texas last fall and is 
completing his studies at 
firefighter school in San 
.Angelo. He will be given the 
rank of Airman 1st Class 
upon graduation.

As a firefighter-paramed­
ic, he will initially be sta­
tioned at Dover Air Force 
Base in Delaware. Spence 
enlisted for a six-year Air 
Force commitment.

Doctor from Canton to head Detroit Receiving Hospital
Dr. Reginald Eadie of Can­

ton Township has been appoint­
ed C E O  of Detroit Receiving 
Hospital.

The Detroit Medical Center 
made the announcement about 
Eadie, a board-certified emer­
gency medicine physician and 
current C E O  of D M C  Harper- 
Hutzel Hospital.

Eadie will assume his new, 
expanded role when Dr. Iris 
Taylor retires March 27.

“Dr. Eadie brings a deep 
understanding of the D M C  
system and the surrounding 
communities we serve,” said 
D M C  C E O  Joe Mullany. “His 
leadership and appreciation 
for the legacy of these facil­
ities is at the heart of D M C ’s

Eadie

history of excel­
lence, quality 
and innovation."

“As a Detroit 
native who was 
born, raised and 
educated in the 
City, Dr. Eadie 
embodies this
community,” 

said Dr. Glenda Price, Chair, 
D R H  Board of TVustees. "We 
look forward to his continued 
focus on delivering high qual­
ity service to the citizens of 
this region, as he builds strong 
relationships with the medical 
community and the entire staff 
of Detroit Receiving Hospital.” 

Dr. Eadie joined the D M C  in 
2008 as vice president of m e d ­

ical affairs at D M C  Harper 
University Hospital and D M C  
Hutzel W o m e n ’s Hospital.

In July 2010, he was appoint­
ed as president of Detroit Re­
ceiving Hospital, named presi­
dent of D M C  Sinai-Grace Hos­
pital in January 2012 and be­
came C E O  of D M C  
Harper-Hutzel Hospital in 
October of 2013.

Prior to joining D M C ,  Dr. 
Eadie served as Emergency 
Department Chief and Asso­
ciate Chief of Staff of Integrat­
ed Clinical Services at the John 
D. Dingell V A  Medical Center 
in Detroit.

A  native Detroiter, Dr. Ea­
die is a graduate of the Wayne 
State University School of

Medicine and completed his 
emergency medicine resi­
dency at WSU/Detroit Receiv­
ing Hospital in 1998. H e  is a 
diplomat of the American 
Board of Emergency Medicine 
and a mem ber of the American 
College of Health Care Exec­
utives.

H e  also received the Emerg­
ing Leadership Award from 
the Detroit Regional Chamber, 
recognizing individuals who 
have shown an unrelenting 
commitment to making a dif­
ference and positively impact­
ing those around him.

For more information on the 
Detroit Medical Center, visit 
www.dmc.org or call 1-888- 
DMC-2500.
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School district earns high 
rank from national site Teacher takes communication 

skill set to whole n e w  level

C O U R T E S Y  P H O T O
Nick Brandon is the n e w  associate director of marketing and external 
relations for Plymouth-Canton C ommunity schools.

By Brad Kadrich
C o r r e s p o n d e n t

Stakeholders in the Ply­
mouth-Canton school district 
will line up to extol the vir­
tues of the district.

N o w  Plymouth-Canton is 
drawing national attention for 
its curriculum, teachers, cul­
ture and other programs. The 
district, the fourth-largest in 
the state, earned high rank­
ings on several lists from the 
website niche.com, which 
offers its Best Public School 
Districts list every year.

Plymouth-Canton ranks 
sixth on the list of metro- 
Detroit districts, 13th in the 
state and 4I0th nationally.

Best Public School Dis­
tricts ranks 8,738 school dis­
tricts based on dozens of key 
statistics and 4.6 million opin­
ions from 280,000 students 
and parents. A  high ranking 
indicates that the district 
contains great schools with 
exceptional teachers, suffi­
cient resources, and a diverse 
set of high-achieving students 
who rate their experiences 
very highly.

Michael Meissen, Ply- 
mouth-Canton’s superinten­
dent, said it was rewarding to 
see the district getting that 
kind of positive feedback.

“It’s always nice to be not­
ed in various rankings,” Meis­
sen said. "The validation of 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools as high-performing is 
a testament to the importance 
placed on education by all of 
our stakeholders.”

The district was ranked in 
a variety of categories. The 
district’s grades:

• Academics - A: Accord­
ing to state standards, 69 
percent of students in this 
district are considered profi­
cient in math and/or reading. 
According to the survey, 
there were 39 reviews written 
about academics and they 
were mostly positive.

• Administration &  Policies 
— A+.

• Educational outcomes -

A: Students in the Plymouth- 
Canton Community Schools 
score well on both the S AT 
and ACT. There were 19 re­
views written about the edu­
cation outcomes of this dis­
trict and they were mostly 
positive.

• Extracurriculars - A-: 
The Plymouth Canton Educa­
tional Park has a vast number 
of choices for a student to 
choose a school sports team 
or a school club. Regular 
meetings are held by each of 
these clubs and the members 
are actively involved.

• Food - A.
• Heatlh &  Safety - B+.
• Resources &  Facilities - 

B+.
• Sports &  Fitness - A
• Student Culture &  Di­

versity - A
• Teachers - A: There were 

39 reviews written about the 
teachers and they were most­
ly positive.

Board of Education TVus- 
tee Mike Siegrist said district 
teachers and families have 
earned the rankings.

“It’s a testament to our 
teachers, parents and school 
community that a district 
which ranks 549th in funding 
can earn the position of 13th 
highest in the state,” Siegrist 
said. “Of the over 800 school 
districts, w e  face unique chal­
lenges, surpassed only by our 
exceptional ability as a dis­
trict.

“Our investment in emerg­
ing technology through the 
S T E M  labs at the middle 
schools, 1:1 technology and 
partnerships with interna­
tional engineering and man u­
facturing companies have 
provided us an edge as we 
face tomorrow's challenges,” 
he added.

Meissen said the success of 
the school district helps make 
the communities it serves 
better.

“Plymouth, Plymouth 
Township and Canton Town­
ship consistently rank as 
some of the top places to live, 
work and play,” Meissen said.

By Brad Kadrich
C o r r e s p o n d e n t

As soon as he saw the post­
ing, Nick Brandon felt like it 
was a job for which he was 
perfectly suited.

Apparently, officials at the 
Plymouth-Canton Community 
Schools district agreed. 
They’ve appointed Brandon,
35, as the district’s new asso­
ciate director of marketing and 
external relations.

The district’s Board of Edu­
cation approved the hiring as 
part of the consent agenda on a 
6-1 vote at its Feb. 10 meeting. 
TVustee Mark Horvath was the 
lone dissenting vote.

"The complete uniqueness 
of m y  background made this 
job perfect for me,” said Bran­
don, in his fifth year as a teach­
er at Discovery Middle School. 
"There aren’t that man y teach­
ers who have not only the edu­
cation background in c o m m u ­
nications, but also the actual 
job experience.”

Brandon, the son of former 
University of Michigan athlet­
ic director Dave Brandon, 
earned his bachelor’s degree in 
communications from The 
Ohio State University in 2002.

H e ’s worked in newspapers 
and radio - having been a staff 
writer for Heritage Newspa­
pers and an intern for 104.3-FM 
( W O M C )  - and he’s been an 
on-line editor (for MGo- 
Blue.com).

His background in journal­
ism, he’d wanted to work in 
newspapers. And although the 
industry was struggling, the 
young Brandon was still pretty 
happy.

“I could see what was hap­
pening to the newspaper indus­
try, but that’s not why I left,” 
Brandon said. “I had a burning 
desire to teach. I knew the 
impact teachers had on me, 
and I wanted the opportunity 
to have that effect on young 
people myself.”

H e  was a student-teacher at 
West Middle School, where

veteran T o m  Williams, who 
retired last year, and Cindy 
Ontko "inspired me.”

“Whenever I thought about 
going into teaching, those are 
the two who came to mind,” 
said Brandon, who got into 
teaching late in the game at 
age 28.

Brandon earned his mas­
ter’s degree in elementary 
education from the University 
of Michigan. After two years 
student-teaching at West and 
then a year off, Brandon was 
hired at Discovery in 2010.
H e ’s been teaching English and 
American History there since.

H e  and his wife, Leigh, have 
two daughters, 3-&-year-old 
Ileana and 18-month-old Blake.

Dr. Michael Meissen, the 
district’s superintendent, 
agreed Brandon’s skill set 
matched the requirements of 
the job. He said the district is 
trying to "create an integrated 
leadership arrangement,” and 
that Brandon will help in a 
move to merge work being 
done in areas like development 
and community education.

“(Brandon) has a skill set 
based on the ability to c o m m u ­
nicate internally and external­
ly, to work with an organization

that’s changing,” Meissen said. 
“H e ’ll help us as we get more 
comprehensive in our market­
ing of the district.”

In a highly technological 
age, that comprehensive mar­
keting is likely to include so­
cial media, including Facebook 
and Twitter. Brandon is adept 
at both, and knows it’ll be im­
portant in his new role.

"I’m  really engaged with 
social media; I’m  part of the 
generation really involved in 
that,” Brandon said. "We’re 
going to broaden our social 
media campaign and make it 
more active. The time has 
come and gone when you c om­
municate the way you need. 
N o w  you have to communicate 
the way they need.”

Brandon certainly didn’t 
apply for his new job because 
of any dissatisfaction with the 
teaching profession. The new 
job simply presented a chal­
lenge he wanted to take on.

"I loved being a teacher,” 
said Brandon, who is also the 
Plymouth High School varsity 
girls’ basketball coach. “But I 
felt I could have a greater role 
in the district, and use m y  
unique skills and experience to 
make us a better district.”
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Growth Works’ annual recognition dinner 
lauds youths who overcame obstacles

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

j* Growth Works began 
£  in 1971 as a Plymouth- 
l* based agency to help 
Sg young people. Dale Ya- 

giela, executive director, 
\ has been there all that 
f* time.

"We like to honor peo- 
l pie who have helped the
* organization,” Yagiela 
said of the agency’s 26th 
annual recognition din- 
ner, held Feb. 19 at Fox

\ Hills Banquet Center. 
Local young people 
who’ve handled sub- 
stance abuse or other 
problems well are also 

!• lauded.
r "We like to acknowl­
edge the changes they’ve 
made in their lives,” he 
said.

The agency started as 
Plymouth Youth Inc. in 
1971 and five years later 
became Growth Works.
At that time, it was main­
ly for Plymouth and Ply­
mouth Township young 
people.

“There wasn’t muc h of 
a Canton at that point,” 
he recalled. "It was a 
really different c o m m u ­
nity then.”

As youth culture ex­
panded in the 1970s, drug 
use became a problem. 
"There wasn’t a lot being 
done about it,” said Ya­
giela, adding some hard 
drugs like LSD were 
used locally with mari­
juana and alcohol most 
often the problem. “Peo­
ple weren’t really tuned 
into it” as a problem.

The youth activity 
center was followed by 
alternative education in 
the mid-1970s. Agency 
leaders realized young 
people with substance 
abuse issues didn't do 
well in school, which 
needed to be addressed.

Growth Works started 
t. Learning Options, the 
alternative school pro­
gram, in 1977 in conjunc- 

t tion with Plymouth-Can-
* ton Schools. The agency
>  obtained the federal
* grant along with the
>  district to develop a way
* t to re-integrate teens into
>  the high schools that had
* J  been essentially removed 
; * from the regular school

setting for an array of 
disciplinary matters.

' That effort led to a better 
► understanding of the way 

, ■ drug use interfered with 
£  school performance and 

the first efforts to con- 
%  nect kids with hospital- 

based inpatient drug 
; . treatment programs,
! Yagiela explained.

Youth after-care for 
|> recovery soon followed.
* That initial aftercare
l' program paved the way
* for the joint venture

residential adolescent
*; drug treatment program 
J Growth Works has with 
%  Wolverine H u m a n  Ser- 

vices, called WCARE/I in 
Vassar, Mich., the two 
outpatient endeavors in 
Livingston and Washte­
naw counties, tied to 
their respective Juvenile 
Drug Courts and the 
10-bed residential pro­
gram Growth Works 
operates in the Washte­
naw County Juvenile

A -

P H O T O S  B Y  JULIE B R O W N
Rick a nd Cindy Bergquist of Livonia are s h o w n  with their daughter. Tori Bergquist, and her 
fiance, TJ. Elliott. Rick and Cindy presented a G rowth W o r k s  scholarship to Taylor Struna.

Dale Yagiela, Growth W o r k s  executive director, shares a laugh 
at the agency's 26th annual recognition dinner.

G rowth Works recognized with awards (from left) A d a m  Turner of Canton, Ter-Ri Upthegrove 
of A n n  Arbor and Smeet Parikh of Canton at the Feb. 19 recognition dinner.

Honorees lauded at the Feb. 19 dinner included (from left) Draque Gamsjager of Howell, 
Sebastian Campbell of Ypsilanti and Taylor Struna of Livonia.

ter job of that,” he said. 
“Typically, they don’t 
have access to the same 
services.”

The recent recession 
also impacted law en­
forcement, Yagiela not­
ed, with less policing 
meaning more criminal 
activity, including among 
teens.

Yagiela also pointed to 
newer research on ado­
lescent brain develop­
ment. Adolescence is 
starting earlier, he said, 
and going into the early 
20s. Drug use interferes 
with brain development, 
and things like impulse 
control are impacted.

The annual awards 
dinner is a great chance 
to acknowledge young 
people, the staff and the 
Growth Works Board of

Directors, he said. Some 
former clients, now 
adults, serve on the 
board.

"The board’s been 
great,” Yagiela said. "We 
have a really engaged 
Board of Directors.” 
Stephen Harper is the 
board president.

Of his staff, Yagiela 
said, “they have extreme­
ly hard jobs and face 
difficult challenges. I’m  
quite proud of the efforts 
they undertake to im­
prove the lives of their 
clients and the willing­
ness to take on tough 
assignments. The staff is 
very dedicated and high­
ly competent. Most im­
portantly, they are good- 
hearted people that real­
ly care about what they 
do.”

Detention Facility.
The juvenile justice 

focus started in the 
mid-1980s with the Youth 
Assistance program.
That initial program 
relied on mentorship 
opportunities to help kids 
diverted by the local 
police agencies and the 
35,h District Court, which 
had just been allowed to 
serve local teens charged 
with misdemeanor and 
ordinance violations.

That experience al­
lowed Growth Works to 
become one of Wayne 
County’s Care Manage­
ment Organizations when 
Wayne County developed 
its own juvenile justice 
program in 1999. Growth 
Works is one of five 
C M O s  that provide pro­
bation and case manage­
ment services to every 
youth tried in the Wayne 
County Juvenile Court. 
The Growth Works C M O  
service area entails 17 
western Wayne County 
communities.

Services are provided 
in the community and 
youth are also placed in 
residential rehabilitation 
settings, Yagiela said.

Close work with police 
agencies is a key part of 
helping young people 
become and stay crime- 
free.

Wayne, Washtenaw 
and Livingston counties 
n ow use Growth Works 
services, with the newer 
adult treatment program 
for substance abuse hav­
ing mostly Wayne County 
residents. Some 80 such 
adults are about evenly 
split between inpatient 
and relapse prevention, 
he said. The Detroit- 
Wayne County Mental 
Health Authority is the 
fund source.

In addition to primary 
treatment for adult sub­
stance abusers, mainly 
young adults, a second 
component of the pro­
gram focuses on relapse 
prevention and how to 
maintain sobriety once 
it’s achieved.

H e  noted young peo­
ple from poorer c o m m u ­
nities tend to have less in 
the way of resources to 
help them, putting them 
more often in the juve­
nile justice system. 
"Generally speaking, I 
think we could do a bet-
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U.S. Rep. Trott talks politics with Rotary Club
By Jay Grossman

Staff Writer

U.S. Rep. Dave Trott’s 
first 40 days in office 
have been a whirlwind of 
political hobnobbing as 
he learns his way around 
the corridors of Con­
gress.

Trott represents resi­
dents of Canton and 
Plymouth townships and 
the city of Plymouth in 
Michigan's 11th congres­
sional divStrict.

The Republican con­
gressman shared some 
observations about the 
nation’s capital and the 
inner workings of the 
U.S. House and Senate 
with the Birmingham 
Rotary Club on Monday. 
TVott said the House 
passed 42 bills in his 
first six weeks in office 
—  and all but one had 
some degree of biparti­
san support.

He also spoke about 
some of the nuances of 
Congress.

"When I was in busi­
ness for 30 years, if I 
scheduled a meeting for

10 a.m. I wouldn't typi­
cally schedule anything 
else at 10 a.m. But in 
Congress they triple 
book you," TVott said. “So 
last week at 10 a.m. I had 
a briefing on Iran that I 
thought was pretty im­
portant to go to. I also 
had a committee hearing 
... and I had the Oakland 
County Schools visiting 
m y  office. The conse­
quence of that is you’re 
running around a lot. I 
probably walk about 
15,000 steps a day.”

TVott was in good 
spirits as he talked about 
his experiences as a 
first-term congressman. 
While the G O P  has a 
majority in the House 
and Senate, TVott noted it 
takes 60 votes in the 
Senate to stop a debate 
—  or filibuster —  and 
move an issue to a vote.

“In the Senate you 
need 60 votes —  we have 
54 votes on a good day —  
and you need 60 votes to 
get anything done,” he 
said. “As described to 
me, there are a handful 
of members in the House

J A Y  G R O S S M A N
N e w l y  elected U.S. Rep. Dave 
Trott spoke to the 
Birmingham Rotary Club on 
Monday.

of Representatives that 
are highly relevant: the 
speaker, the majority 
leader, the committee 
chairs and the whips ... 
in the Senate every sena­
tor is relevant because 
one senator can hold the 
whole place up.”

TVott then touched on

a number of hot-button 
issues being debated in 
Congress:

» H e  expects Presi­
dent O b a m a  to veto the 
bill to construct the Key­
stone X L  oil pipeline.

"I think it’s an impor­
tant bill and I hope he 
doesn’t veto it, but the 
word is he’s going to,” 
Trott said.

»> H e  expects Con­
gress to approve Oba­
m a ’s request for military 
authorization to fight the 
so-called Islamic State 
(ISIS).

“I think it’s necessary 
because ISIS is a threat 
that’s not going away,” 
Trott said. "But the ques­
tion the Republicans in 
the House want to ask, 
and at least some D e m o ­
crats, is what is the 
strategy? There’s a lack 
of confidence among 
man y members, as best 
as I can discern, that to 
give the president a 
blank check without a 
strategy behind it is a 
mistake.”

» On  the House vote 
to repeal the Affordable

Care Act. TVott said he 
doesn’t expect the mea­
sure to go very far.

"We don’t expect the 
president to sign a bill 
repealing his signature 
legislation," TVott said 
“But still, it is a remind­
er that it’s an onerous 
regulation that probably 
will not achieve the cost 
savings many of us be­
lieve is expected."

His first vote in Con­
gress was to support the 
Hire More Heroes Act 
that allows small busi­
nesses to hire a veteran 
without being subjected 
to the Affordable Care 
Act health insurance 
requirements.

TVott said one of his 
bigger goals is to reduce 
the amount of bureau­
cratic red tape that small 
businesses face under 
the O b a m a  administra­
tion.

H e  agrees that more 
action needs to be taken 
on immigration reform, 
and he supports sanc­
tions against Iran in light 
of the country’s nuclear 
program.

On the issue of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benja­
min Netanyahu speaking 
at a joint session of Con­
gress on March 3, TVott 
said he expects the con­
troversy to blow over 
quickly.

The invitation was 
made by House Speaker 
John Boehner, against 
the wishes of Obama.

“I’m  not sure it was 
handled the best way, 
but the fact of the matter 
is he’s the prime minis­
ter of a very important 
friend and ally of this 
country," TVott said. “I 
know I’ll be there. Some 
members are apparently 
going to show up and 
walk out, which I think is 
highly disrespectful —  it 
would be better if they 
didn’t show up at all.

“I think this speech 
will come and go and 
things will return to 
normal pretty quickly. 
I’m  glad he’s coming."
jgros5manQhometownlife.com
586-826-7030
Twitter: QBhmEccentric

Partnership with local United Way helps those in need
Chuck E. Cheese in 

Canton was hopping as 
Plymouth Community 
United W a y  (PCUW) 
staff accepted donations 
of canned food for those 
in need.

The event, held Feb.
13, was part of a month­
long drive to collect non­
perishables at the Canton 
business on Ford Road 
known for its family fun 
environment.

The partnership came 
about earlier this year 
when Josh Faith, the 
venue’s assistant m a n ­
ager, approached the 
local United W a y  with a 
desire to help the com­
munity.

All the nonperishables 
went to pantries serving 
Plymouth, Canton and 
Western Wayne County 
residents.

"The need continues 
in ouV communities so we  
wanted to be here to 
show our appreciation 
and support of Chuck E. 
Cheese for holding the 
food drive," said Randi 
Williams, P C U W  Special 
Events Coordinator.

A  collection box for 
food quickly filled up.

“The whole box is

overflowing,” Faith said. 
“I never expected it 
would go so well."

It was definitely a 
party atmosphere. Chil­
dren played, hopping 
from square to square on 
the interactive games 
while P C U W  staff grate­
fully accepted donations.

Cleo SSemakula and 
her son Kizito, 11, were 
enjoying the pizza and 
games.

The Canton family 
brought a bag of canned 
foods to donate. Kizito 
and his father, E m m a n ­
uel, regularly volunteer 
to make and deliver 
sandwiches for the hun­
gry in inner city Detroit 
as part of the P.B. &  J. 
Program at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel in Ply­
mouth.

“He wanted to come," 
said Cleo SSemakula. "I 
told m y  son we  are help­
ing feed people who are 
hungry, the homeless, 
and he wanted to play 
games."

Isabella Murphy was 
enjoying pizza and games 
with her friend Morgan 
Horning. The 13-year old 
Plymouth girls brought 
cans of corn and tomato
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soup to help the less for­
tunate. Murphy has vol­
unteered in the past for 
P C U W ’s raking events to 
help senior citizens and 
people with disabilities. 
Her grandmother, Marie 
Morrow, is President of 
Plymouth Community 
United Way.

“M y  grandma called 
and told m e  about the 
fundraiser,” said M u r ­
phy. “It seemed like a lot 
of fun and helps United 
Way.”

The Plymouth C o m ­
munity United W a y  Food

Drive was the first of its 
kind for Chuck E. Cheese 
although the family en­
tertainment center col­
lected Toys for Tots at 
Christmas. The part­
nership continues with a 
drive for new children’s 
books in March. P C U W  
plans to distribute the 
donated items in time for 
summer.

Williams noted that 
March is Reading Month. 
"We want to help prevent 
the summer slide that 
children experience in 
reading during school

AT 140300 LCXCCC230771

break. W e ’re looking 
forward to partnering 
with Chuck E. Cheese to 
help the community.”

“Lots of kids stop 
reading over the summer 
and we  thought this could 
help,” added Faith, who 
can attest to the slack in 
reading. His two neph­
ews and a niece usually 
spend the summer play­
ing outside or video 
games inside.

Meanwhile, the food 
drive continues through 
Feb. 28. The N e w  Chil­
dren’s Book Drive runs

March 1-31. Customers 
receive 20 tickets for 
each nonperishable food 
item or new book 
brought into Chuck E. 
Cheese.

Tickets can be used 
toward the purchase of 
prizes.

Food and books can 
also be dropped off at the 
P C U W  office, 960 W. Ann 
Arbor TV., Suite 2 in Ply­
mouth.

For more information, 
call (734)453-6879, ext. 7 
or send email to ran- 
di.williams@pcuw.org.

Z O N I N G  B O A R D  O F  A P P E A L S  
M E E T I N G  N O T I C E  

C I T Y  O F  P L Y M O U T H ,  M I C H I G A N  
(734) 453-1234

A  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  Z o n i n g  B o a r d  of A p p e a l s  will b e  hel d  
o n  W e d n e s d a y .  M a r c h  5 , 2 0 1 5  at 7 : 0 0  P . M .  in t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  

C h a m b e r s  o f  t h e  C i t y  Hall. 2 0 1  S. M a i n  Street, P l y m o u t h ,  M I ,  to 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  following:

1. Z  1 5 - 0 2  8 6 0  P e n n i m n n  / 8 7 0  P e n n i m a n
U s e  V a r i a n c e  R e m i e q t e d  
P r i v a t e  P a r k i n g  L o t  U s e - N o r t h  &  W e s t  L o t a  
N o n -  U s e  V a r i a n c e
1. L a n d s c a p e  B uf fe r
2. L i g h t i n g  Intensity, w e s t  &  n o r t h  p a r k i n g  lots 
Z o n e d :  B-2, C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s
Applicant: W e s t b o r n  M a r k e t / G u i d o  Arc hi te ct s

A ll  interested p e r s o n s  a r e  invited to  attend.
In  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  w i t h  Disabilities Act ,  t h e  Cit y  
of  P l y m o u t h  will p r o v i d e  n e c e s s a r y  r e a s o n a b l e  auxiliary aid s  a n d  
services, s u c h  a s  s ig ne rs  for t he  h e a r i n g  i m p a i r e d  a n d  a u d i o t a p e s  
o f  p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  at  t h e  m e e t i n g / h e a r i n g ,  to 
ind iv id ua ls  w i t h  disabilities. R e q u e s t s  for auxiliary a i d s  or  services 
m a y  b e  m a d e  b y  w r i t i n g  or  calling t h e  following:

M a u r e e n  Brodie, A D A  C o o r d i n a t o r  
2 0 1  S. M a i n  Street

P l y m o u t h .  M I  4 8 1 7 0 ,  (73 4)  4 5 3 - 1 2 3 4 ,  Ext .  2 0 6
Publinhixi February 22. 2 0 1 5  _________________ t o w a p * *  //>-.

St. Michael's Parish presents
“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

All Fridays in Lent, except Good Friday
• Full Dinners
• Choice of Hand-dipped 
Fried or Baked
Fresh Atlantic Cod

11441 Hubbard Rd., S. d Plymouth Rd. • Livonia
734-261-1455

www.livoniastmichael.org

Experiencing Vision Loss?
Consider a L o w  Vision 

Evaluation
• Moculor Degenerotion • Head Injury
• Diabetic Retinopathy • Stroke

Dr. John P. Jacobi, OD, F C O V D

877-677-2020
www.LowVisionofMichigan.com

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

WARNING!HIP I M P L A N T  R E C A L L E D ?
Y O U  M A Y  B E  E N T I T L E D  T OCOMPENSATION
F O R  P A I N  A N D  S U F F E R I N G

CALL N O W1-800-LAW-FIRM
A M E R I C A ' S  L A W  F I R M  

Recommended by Doctors.
F R E E  B L O O D  T E S T  

N O  C H A R G E  F O R  R E V I S I O N
(if necessary) // h? JmkK

Metal-on-Metal hip replacements may lead to:
• Hip Swelling • Leg Pain
• Revision Surgery • Groin Pain
• Hip Pain • A  Limp or Change In

Walking Ability

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 2 9 - 3 4 7 6
CALL N O W  TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY 

C A L L S  A R E  A N S W E R E D  2 4 / 7  F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N



Wii not? Exercise, friends add up 
to a fun w a y  to m a k e  aging easier

JULIE B R O W N
At the recent Wii bowling at the library in Plymouth were 
(from left) Barbara Bushta of Livonia, Kathy Knezek of 
Plymouth Township and Sue Baumgartner of Plymouth 
Township.

By Julie Brown
Staff Writer

Wii bowling is one of 
man y ways seniors —  
and those of all ages —  
can have fun and shape 
up.

“This is m y  first time 
at Wii bowling,” said 
Barbara Bushta of Livo­
nia, at a recent Plymouth 
District Library Wii 
bowling session. “It 
sounded like fun, and try 
to get out in this weather 
and do something. A  little 
exercise and meet new 
people”

Kathy Knezek of Ply­
mouth Township said, 
“W e ’ve been coming a 
couple years.” She and 
neighbor/friend Sue 
Baumgartner of Ply­
mouth Township missed 
about five months but 
ventured out on a recent 
chilly Thursday.

“W e  bowl and then go 
to lunch,” Knezek said. 
“W e  saw it in the paper 
and w e  thought it’d be 
fun to do.”

The w o m e n  enjoy 
their lunch after, varying 
the restaurants. “It’s 
always a tough decision 
where w e ’re going to go,” 
Knezek said.

“She bowls a 200 
game," Baumgartner 
said of Knezek, noting 
Wii is scored like tradi­

tional bowling. Knezek 
added, “They score it for 
you.”

The Wii bowling meets 
11 a.m. the third Thurs­
day of the month at the 
Plymouth library, 223 S. 
Main. It usually draws 
about seven, and “once

we had a request to tone 
down the noise,” B a u m ­
gartner said with a smile.

The w o m e n  acknowl­
edge the Wii bowling isn’t 
exhausting exercise but 
is enjoyable. Research 
backs them up, with the 
May o Clinic website

(www.mayoclinic.org) 
touting the benefits of 
both exercise and social­
izing as you age. The 
website recommends 
you:

» Keep your mind 
active. Mentally stim­
ulating activities, such as 
puzzles and word games, 
and mem ory training 
m a y  delay the onset of 
dementia and help de­
crease its effects.

» Be physically and 
socially active. Physical 
activity and social inter­
action m a y  delay the 
onset of dementia and 
reduce its symptoms.

» Quit smoking. Some 
studies have shown 
smoking in middle age 
and older m a y  increase 
your risk of dementia 
and blood vessel (vascu­
lar) conditions. Quitting 
smoking m ay reduce 
your risk.

» Lower your blood 
pressure. High blood 
pressure m a y  lead to a 
higher risk of some types 
of dementia. More re­
search is needed to deter­
mine whether treating 
high blood pressure may 
reduce the risk of de­
mentia. the website re­
ports.

»> Maintain a healthy 
diet. Eating a healthy diet 
is important for many 
reasons.

Class ring lost for two 
years shows up on 
Friday, the 13th

By Karen Smith
Staff Writer

Some people believe 
Friday the 13th brings 
bad luck.

But Friday, Feb. 13, 
brought good luck to 
Matthew Flood, a Ste­
venson High School 
senior, who was reunit­
ed with his class ring 
after it had been miss­
ing for nearly two 
years.

A  representative of 
St. Vincent de Paul 
found the ring in the 
pocket of a pair of jeans 
Matthew had donated 
shortly after Christmas 
and brought it to Ste­
venson High School. 
Staff members there 
traced the ownership 
back to Matthew based 
on the initials inscribed 
inside.

“I was really very 
touched that someone 
brought the ring to 
school,” said Matthew’s 
mother Crystal Flood. 
“That was such a tre­
mendous gift; they 
could have easily 
pawned it if they had 
wanted to.”

Matthew said he 
thought the $200 ring, 
which he got at the 
beginning of his sopho­
more year, was gone for 
good. A  percussionist, 
he suspects he put in 
into his pocket while 
practicing with the 
school band and then 
forgot about it. H e  tried 
looking for it, but 
couldn’t find it any­
where.

H e  was afraid to tell 
his mother, so he didn’t 
say anything and hoped 
she’d forget.

“I was just going to 
ride it out,” he said.
“She didn’t say any­
thing for the past year 
and a half, so I thought I 
was in the clear,” he 
said. H e  did worry, 
however, come gradua­
tion day she might ask

Senior M a t t h e w  Flood is 
glad to be reunited with his 
Stevenson High School 
class ring.

why he wasn’t wearing 
it.

Crystal Flood said 
she would not have 
been happy to hear he 
lost the ring so soon 
after he received it, 
especially since it was 
expensive.

She said she didn’t 
notice he had stopped 
wearing it because 
“well it is a class ring, 
sometimes they wear it 
for a while, put it away 
and pull it out and wear 
it again.”

Crystal Flood said 
it’s a good lesson for her 
son: "that fundamental­
ly people are good, that 
even though we live in a 
questionable world at 
times, people are kind, 
that even though some­
times life can be hard, 
that people do have 
compassion. God 
watches over each and 
every one of us and has 
a plan.”

Matthew said he is 
glad to have the ring 
back.

And he’s wearing it 
regularly now —  not 
only because his m o m  is 
looking for it on his 
finger.

“I have to wear it 
around now,” he said. 
“After the whole jour­
ney that it look.”

I Atchinson Ford has received the President’s Award from Ford Motor Company,
which is Ford’s highest honor for customer satisfaction.
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2015 ESCAPE SE

l Rebates up to $2,500

Leather

2014 F-150 SUPERCAB XLT 4x4 ' USED CAR SPECIAL!
24 Month Lease BUY AS 

LOW AS
2011 FLEX SEL

Rebates up to $6,000 
Leather Seats

mjsmi
GET M O R E  FOR YOUR TRADE IN!

Belleville R d
Mon. &  Thurs.

Tues., Wed. &  Fri. 9 a m  - 6 p m  
Sat. 10 a m  - 3 p m If iff
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Married 67 years, Harry and Claira Levy enjoy a slow dance together.

Seniors 
dance away 
Cupid’s day

B y  Aileen W i n g b l a d
Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day is about 
more than chocolates and 
flowers, Cupid and hearts. It’s 
also the time to tear up the 
dance floor with the rumba, 
tango, waltz, Cha Cha and 
more at the Costick Center’s 
annual Valentine Party.

Some 130 seniors —  many 
dressed in sparkling red or 
bright pink in keeping with the 
holiday theme —  turned out 
for the party, which included 
lunch, entertainment by North 
Farmington High’s Northern 
Lights, a 50-50 raffle and, of 
course, dancing to the tunes of 
the Mike Wolverton Band.

“It’s fantastic,” said Terry 
Bee of Belleville, a profession­
al dance teacher who attended 
the event with his valentine, 
Marnie Britcher of Canton.

Britcher said she, too, was 
having a wonderful afternoon. 
“A we some dance floor, awe­
some people, everybody is so 
friendly, awesome food —  I

say it’s a 10 out of 10,” she 
said.

Carol Plotnick of Southfield 
also gave the event rave re­
views. “It’s just fun. And I love 
dancing. It’s good for you, and 
it felt good,” she said, taking a 
break after "cutting a rug” 
with Edwin Olepa moments 
earlier.

Olepa traveled from Dear­
born Heights for the dance. “I 
like the band, the people —  
everybody’s very sociable,” he 
said. Just before spotting Plot- 
nick, the 83-year-old said he 
was “still looking” for a dance 
partner —  noting that he’s 
partial to Mexican tunes and 
polka music.

Some, like Karen Carter of 
Farmington Hills, were con­
tent to just sit back and watch 
others hit the dance floor. “I 
come out to the Costick Center 
all the time,” she said. "It’s a 
chance to get out, enjoy the 
rest of the community and 
have fun.”

The dance, she said, was a 
great reason to “take myself

P H O T O S  B Y  J O H N  S T O R M Z A N D  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Judy and Jerry Beers step out on the dance floor at the Costick Center's annual Valentine's Day Dance last Friday.

Ron Sherman of Westland twirls dancing Meilang Ying and his wife Yi Ying Zhang have attended the
partner Terry Swierb, a Plymouth resident. annual Valentine's Day party at the Costick Center several times.

out for Valentine’s Day.”
"And it’s wonderful —  tak­

ing myself out and being ca­
tered to at the same time,” 
Carter said, smiling.

Sister Mary Jane Kleindor- 
fer, 85, a resident of Sisters of 
Mercy next door to the Cos­
tick Center, didn’t need a part­
ner to enjoy the music — - and 
didn’t let her walker slow her 
down, either. Grinning widely,

she boogied to the beat, leav­
ing no doubt that nuns can 
dance, too.

"I’m  having a lot of fun. I 
love line dancing,” she said.

White Lake resident Joanna 
Folland, 68, and her date, Rus­
sell Vanderbilt of Westland, 71, 
couldn’t agree on who was the 
better dancer —  each saying 
the other was tops.

"She’s really good —  a lot

better than I am,” Vanderbilt 
said.

Yet Folland said it’s Vander­
bilt who has the best moves. 
"He’s light on his feet —  that 
comes from playing football in 
high school," she said. "And 
hey, if they don’t know how to 
dance, why date them, right?”
awingblad@hometownlife.com 
248-390-3976 Twitter:@awingblad
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Bundle Up and Save Appliance
^f^^^fl^Afpliance Bundles offer Extra Savings

w M r 1? 001 S U I T E
M i c r o w a v e
W R S 3 2 5 F D A M

R a n g e
W F E S 2 5 S O A S

D i s h w a s h e r
W D F 5 2 0 P A O M

Refrigerator
W R S 3 2 5 F O A M

$ 2 5 9

$ 7 9 9

$ 4 9 9

$ 1 , 3 9 9

Total $ 2 , 8 5 6

Whirlpool 
Suite Price
Now

$ 2 , 1 9 9
Saving 2 3 %

POV
PER
SAV

^  Bill &  Rod'sT ? APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES
Honest and Pependable 

Since 1963

I N V I T A T I O N  T O  S A V I N G S
Save on appliances that complete your 
kitchen with this exclusive invitation 

Receive up to

$ 1 2 5 0
MasterCard Prepaid Card by mail 

with purchase of select KitchenAJd® Brand appliances.
Otter exDires 2/28/15. S e e  store for details.

Visit us on Facebook
Sign u p  to receive notification of u p c o m i n g  events!
Quality Factory Trained Technicians 
www.billandrodsappliance.com

Si"“,96J 15870 Middlebelt RoadSALES • SERVICE • PARTS North of Five Mile • Livonia
7 3 4 - 4 2 5 - 5 0 4 0  ■  W I H M

cjffiE, Whirlpool
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Old thermostat m a y  be problem 
causing n e w  furnace to act up

Q: I have a newer gas 
forced-air furnace and 
when I set the thermo­
stat at 64 degrees, the 
house heats up in the 
70s, the furnace shuts 
off and won't come 
back on until the house 
feels like an icebox. 
What can be causing 
this? Do you have any 
suggestions?

A: I have heard of 
; several people that have 
newer gas forced-air 
furnaces complain of the 
same thing you are expe­
riencing. The problem is 
probably not the newer 
furnace, but your older 
thermostat. In your ther­
mostat, there is an “antic­
ipator,” which turns off 
the furnace’s burner 
before the temperature 
reaches your setting. The 
furnace still produces 
heat for a while, howev­
er, because the blower 
will keep running until 
the accumulated heat in 
the furnace drops to 
about 90 degrees.

Remove the cover on 
the thermostat. Inside 
you should see a small 
dial or scale with n u m ­
bers. Set the dial to the 
electrical current rating 
of the furnace primary 
control. Sometimes it is 
noted on the gas valves, 
oil relays, stack switch, 
etc. You might want to 
check with your heating 
contractor about the 
proper setting or you can 
experiment yourself. If 
the furnace cycle is too 
long, as in your case,

• slightly lower the setting. 
If too short, raise the 
setting.

By  the way, period­
ically blow the dust off 
the thermostat. If it has a 
battery for the clock, 
replace the battery. N o w  
you’ll be able to cool 
down and relax in com­
fort.
Q: My house is built 

on a slab and I find that

CANTON CINEMA
q u a u t v
THEATERS

GOTI.com & 
FaccbookG Q T

1 Mil* v?o ?i on KE A  7 3 4 - 8 4 4 - 3 4 5 6
$5.50 B A R G A I N  T W I U G H T  DAILY 4:00-6:00
S H O W T I M E S  2/20 - 2/25 © " o p r a e *  
TITLES S  TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

WINTER D O C U M E N T A R Y  SERIES: 
FINDING VIVIAN MAIER 

MON .  2/23 5:00 &  7:00 P M
STRATFORD FESTIVAL: KING LEAR 

WED. 2/25 7:00 P M

O  H O T  T U B  T I M E  M A C H I N E  2  (R)
11:40. 2:15.4:45. 7:05,9:20 
F R I / S A T L S  11:55 
O T H E  D U F F  (PG-13)
12:10.2:30. 4:55. 7:20, 9:40 
FRl/SAT L S  11:55 
O  FIF TY  S H A D E S  O F  G R E Y  (R)
11:00. 12:00, 1:45, 3:10. 4:30. 6:20. 
7:15,9:10. 10:00 
F R I / S A T L S  11:15 o K I N G S M A N :  T H E  S E C R E T  S E R V I C E  
(R)
12:45.4:05.6:55. 9:50 
F R I / S A T L S  11:20
S P O N G E B O B  S Q U A R E P A N T S :
S P O N G E  O U T  O F  W A T E R  (PG)
11:20, 2:00.4:15. 6:40, 9:00
A M E R I C A N  S N I P E R  (R)
F R I - S U W T U E  1:00. 4:00. 6:50. 9:45 
M O N  1:00, 9:45 
W E D  1:00

F R E Q U E N T  M O V I E G O E R S
SlgnupalwYfw.QQtl.com lor Ihe 
Frequent Moviegoer Club Eam points & see movies lor a bargain price.

F I S H E R
F U N E R A L  H O M E
&  C R E M A T I O N  SERVICES

M I C H A E L ] .  F I S H E R  
Manager &  Owner

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
WITH BURIAL

includes m e U l  c a s k e t  oulcr burial 
container, v i e w i n g  Si service

$3300
C e m c l c r y  lee1* not included

BASIC CREMATION
i n c l u d e s  c r e m a t i o n  pro ce ss  

a n d  c o u n t v  p e r m i t

$695*
•$795 tor M a c o m b  

&  W a s h t e n a w  Counties

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
W I T H  CREMATION

i n c l u d e s  c a s k e t  (acade, 
v i e w i n g  &  service

$3200
W e  can customize a package 

to meet your needs.
Iiviurancc a l i g n m e n t  acveptexi 
State assUtance t D H S )  w e l c o m e d

2 4 5 0 1  F i v e  M i l e  R o a d  • R c d t o r d  
B e t w e e n  B e e c h  D a l y  a n d  Telegraph

313.535.3030
fisherfuneral.net

Lon
Grossman

my feet are always cold 
when I walk on the 
floors. Is there anything 
I can do to make them 
warmer?

A: If your house or 
any room in your house 
sits on a concrete slab, 
the floors m a y  always be 
cold.

Most, if not all, in­
sulation manufacturers, 
such as Celotex, Dow, 
Owens-Corning, Trend 
Products, etc. make ex­
cellent insulation panels 
and kits specifically 
designed for insulating 
slab floors from the exte­
rior. Follow these simple 
instructions:

>» Trench around the 
exterior.

» Clean off the founda­
tion walls and spread on 
a mastic adhesive w a ­
terproofing substance.

» Install exterior in­
sulating panels down 
several feet.

» Add drip edges and 
apply caulking.

There is also a product 
from the Homasote Co. 
called Comfort Base. It 
can be applied over con­
crete slabs and floors as 
an underlayment for 
carpet or other floor 
coverings. Comfort Base 
has an insulating R-Value 
of 1.2, adds only VSinch to 
your floor’s height and 
can be easily installed by 
a flooring company or a 
handy person. It comes 
in easy-to-handle 4-foot 
by 4-foot sections. This 
product makes rooms 
feel warmer and will

help reduce your heating 
bills. Contact the H o m a ­
sote Co. (800-257-9491) 
for cost and local dis­
tributors.

Q: My bathroom has 
a lot of mold and mil­
dew on the walls and 
ceilings. How can I get 
this cleaned up so I can 
repaint my bathroom?

A: If your bathroom 
looks like a set from a 
horror movie because of 
all the mold and mildew 
on the walls and ceiling, 
you still can have a hap­
py ending.

That black, furry stuff 
will be facing extinction 
when you do the follow­
ing:

» Clean everything 
thoroughly with a solu­
tion of one cup of trisodi­
u m  phosphate (which can 
be purchased at local 
hardware stores), one 
quart of chlorine bleach 
and three quarts of war m 
water.

» Repeat the above 
process for stubborn 
areas.

>» Rinse with clean 
water.

» Let the walls and 
ceiling dry thoroughly.

Re-clean and spray 
the areas with Concrobi- 
u m ™  (available at 
Lowes). Concrobium not 
only kills all surface 
mold, unlike bleach, it 
also kills the roots.

W h e n  repainting the 
bathroom, add a mildew- 
cide additive such as M-l 
Advanced Mildew Treat­
ment (priced about $5) to 
your paint. A  few man u­
facturers already add a 
mildeweide to their 
brand of paint, so check 
the contents on the can. A  
good product is Zinser’s 
Perma-White™ paint.

Defendant in referee’s 
death to serve 8-15 years 
in prison after plea deal

By David Veselenak
Staff Writer

The m a n  whose 
punch killed a soccer 
referee in Livonia last 
sum mer has taken a plea 
deal with prosecutors 
and will serve at least 
eight years in prison.

Bassel Saad, 36, of 
Dearborn pleaded guilty 
to involuntary m a n ­
slaughter Friday morn­
ing. That plea will result 
in a prison sentence of 
8-15 years, according to 
the plea deal. Saad was 
originally charged with 
second-degree murder, a 
charge that carries a 
m a x i m u m  sentence of 
life in prison if convict­
ed.

The deal in Circuit 
Judge Timothy Kenny’s 
courtroom at the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice 
took place just one busi­
ness day before a jury 
trial was scheduled to 
begin. Jury selection in 
the case was scheduled 
for Monday in Circuit 
Judge Thomas Camer­
on’s courtroom in De­
troit.

“I believe it is Mr.
Saad’s wishes to move 
forward with the plea 
agreement,” said Brian 
Berry, one of Saad’s 
attorneys.

Saad was arrested 
one day after striking 
Westland resident John 
Bieniewicz, a soccer 
referee, during an adult 
league soccer match at 
Livonia’s Mies Park.
Witness testimony from 
Saad’s preliminary ex­
amination stated Saad

FILE P H O T O
Bassel Saad, left, with his former attorney Ali H a m m o u d ,  
right at Saad's preliminary examination in Livonia last 
summer. Saad took a plea deal Friday, pleading guilty to 
involuntary manslaughter in the death of Westland resident 
John Bieniewicz.

struck Bieniewicz while 
the referee was in the 
process of ejecting him 
from the match. Two 
days later, Bieniewicz 
died from the injuries 
sustained in the punch, 
leading prosecutors to 
file murder charges 
against Saad.

Saad appeared in 
court wearing a white 
shirt, gray pants and 
black tie.

H e  spoke for the first 
time in the proceedings, 
answering Kenny’s 
questions and admitting 
he did strike Bieniewicz 
that day.

Wayne County assis­
tant prosecutor Erika 
Tbsar said the plea deal 
offers had changed 
several times during the 
case, including with 
Saad’s former attorney.

Offerings began at a 
minimum of 10 years 
under the second-degree 
murder charge before 
being negotiated to the 
8- to 15-year agreement 
under involuntary m a n ­
slaughter.

“There were intense 
negotiations in this 
case,” she said.

Kenny also informed 
Saad that since he is not 
a U.S. citizen, the charge 
could lead to a possible 
deportation. Saad said 
he understood and want­
ed to move forward with 
the plea deal.

Cyril Hall, one of 
Saad’s attorneys, said 
after the proceedings 
that there was no i m m e ­
diate knowledge of what 
would happen in regards 
to his immigration sta­
tus.
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Traditional IRA or Roth: W h a t ’s best for this 
twenty-something w h o  lives with parents?

Q: Dear Rick: I'm in 
my mid-20s and current­
ly still live at home. I 
virtually have no ex­
penses and I am able to 
save money. I just got 
done doing my tax re­
turn online. I don't have 
a 401(k) or anything like 
that at work and I've 
never made an IRA con­
tribution in the past. My 
dilemma is whether I 
use a traditional IRA or a 
Roth IRA. If I did the 
calculations correctly, a 
traditional IRA will save 
me over $700. My dad 
wants me to do a Roth 
IRA. What type of IRA

Rick
Bloom

M O N E Y
MATTERS

should I use?
A: There’s an old say­

ing and it applies in this 
situation: father knows 
best.

I agree with your dad 
that in your situation it 
would be muc h better to 
do a Roth IRA versus a 
traditional IRA. Even 
though the traditional 
IRA will give you some 
current tax benefits, it

will cost you in the long 
run.

It is important to un­
derstand the difference 
between a traditional and 
a Roth IRA. In a tradition­
al IRA you can deduct 
your contribution on your 
tax return. All the money 
in the IRA would grow 
tax-deferred. W h e n  you 
withdraw the money, the 
entire withdrawal would 
be subject to income tax 
at your ordinary income 
tax bracket. In addition, 
traditional IRAs are sub­
ject to required minimum 
distributions, which 
means at age 70/2 wheth­

er you are required to 
take some of the money.

The initial disadvan­
tage of a Roth IRA is not 
being able to deduct your 
contribution. However, 
instead of the money 
growing tax-deferred, it 
is growing tax-free. In 
other words, when you 
withdraw the money 
from a Roth IRA, your 
entire withdrawal is tax- 
free.

In addition, there are 
no required minimum 
distributions, and thus 
you don’t have to begin to 
withdraw the money 
when you’re 70/2.

Even though you take 
a short-term tax hit today, 
down the road when you 
retire you will be in sig­
nificantly better shape. 
You will have greater 
flexibility as to when you 
can withdraw the money 
and it would be tax-free.

You m ay save $700 
today with a traditional 
IRA, however, down the 
road when you withdraw 
the money by using a 
Roth, you will literally 
save thousands.

Congratulations for 
beginning to save for 
your retirement. I wish 
more people in their 20s

were like you.
One last note. Those of 

you lucky enough to have 
a salary deferral pro­
gram at work such as a 
401(k) plan should maxi­
mize your contribution 
and also consider Roth 
IRA contributions. You 
can’t have too much mon­
ey saved for your retire- 
ment.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial advisor. His website is -
bloomassetmanagement.com.
If you would like him to 
respond to your questions, ^
please email hck@bloom 
assetmanagement.com.

<

T w o  m e n  face trial in w o m a n ’s beating death
By LeAnne Rogers

Staff Writer

Two Westland men 
have been bound over for 
trial on charges that they 
beat to death a local w o m ­
an, whose body was found 
in a Dearborn Heights 
street last month.

Terrence Harold John­
son, 44, and Randy Batts, 
who turns 31 next week, 
are charged with first- 
degree murder and 
torture in the death of 
Diedre Akins, 46. Johnson 
was Akins’s live-in boy­
friend, sharing a home on 
Grand Traverse in Nor- 
wayne.

The medical examin­
er’s autopsy report found 
Akins, whose body was 
found on Powers near

John Daly early Jan. 18, 
had died of multiple 
blunt-force trauma in­
juries, including to her 
head, and had suffered 
several broken ribs.

LaDarin Best testified 
that he had been renting a 
room at the home on 
Grand TVaverse from 
Akins, w h o m  he had 
known for more than 10 
years. Due to mobility 
issues, Best said he pri­
marily stayed in his room 
and never went down into 
the basement of the home 
where Akins was report­
edly killed.

Best described an 
escalating dispute be­
tween Akins and Batts, 
who had accused Akins of 
stealing narcotics from 
him. Specifically, Batts

was upset over some 
missing cough syrup, 
Best said.

Akins denied taking 
any drugs but gave Batts 
$10, Best said, but the 
dispute continued, be­
coming physical. Whe n 
Batts appealed to John­
son to get Akins to return 
his missing drugs, Best 
said, Johnson responded 
that the situation had 
nothing to do with him.

“He  (Batts) was upset 
and saying someone bet­
ter find it (his drugs). He  
grabbed her (Akins) coat 
and shoved her up 
against the wall,” Best 
said.

As the argument con­
tinued over an extended 
period time and more 
alcohol was consumed by

Plymouth Charter Township, Wayne County, Michigan 
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE SUBMITTAL

TO: T H E  R E S I D E N T S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S  O F  T H E  C H A R T E R  T O W N S H I P  
O F  P L Y M O U T H ,  W A Y N E  C O U N T Y ,  MICHIGAN, A N D  A N Y  O T H E R  I N T E R E S T E D  
PERSONS:

P L E A S E  T A K E  N O T I C E  that the following proposed Ordinance was introduced for 
first reading by the Plymouth Charter Township Board at its 
February 10, 2015 meeting:

S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N  
C O U N T Y  O F  W A Y N E  

C H A R T E R  T O W N S H I P  O F  P L Y M O U T H
A M E N D M E N T  14 to O R D I N A N C E  NO. 1016

C O N S U M E R S  E N E R G Y  C O M P A N Y  G A S  F R A N C H I S E  O R D I N A N C E
A N  ORDINANCE, granting to C O N S U M E R S  E N E R G Y  COMPANY, its successors and assigns, 
the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services on, 
along, across and under the highways, streets, alleys, bridges, waterways, and other public 
places, and to do a local gas business in the C H A R T E R  T O W N S H I P  O F  PLY M O U T H ,  W A Y N E  
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty years.
T H E  C H A R T E R  T O W N S H I P  O F  P L Y M O U T H  ORDAINS:
SECTION 1. TERM. The C H A R T E R  T O W N S H I P  O F  PLY M O U T H ,  W A Y N E  COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN, hereby grants to the Consumers Energy Company, a Michigan corporation, its 
successors and assigns, hereinafter called the “Grantee," the right, power and authority to lay, 
maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services on, along, across and under the highways, 
streets, alleys, bridges, waterways, and other public places, and to do a local gas business in 
the C H A R T E R  T O W N S H I P  O F  PL Y M O U T H ,  W A Y N E  COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of 
thirty years.
SECTION 2. CONSIDERATION. In consideration of the rights, power and authority hereby 
granted, said Grantee shall faithfully perform all things required by the terms hereof.
SECTION 3. CONDITIONS. No highway, street, alley, bridge, waterway or other public 
place used by said Grantee shall be obstructed longer than necessary during the work of 
construction or repair, and shall be restored to the same order and condition as when said 
work was commenced. All of Grantee’s pipes and mains shall be so placed in the highways and 
olher public places as not to unnecessarily interfere with the use thereof for highway purposes.
SECTION 4. H Q U L H A B M L E S S -  Said Grantee shall at all times keep and save the Charter 
Township free and harmless from all loss, costs and expense to which it may be subject by 
reason of the negligent construction and maintenance of the structures and equipment hereby 
authorized. In case any action is commenced against the Charter Township on account of 
the permission herein given, said Grantee shall, upon notice, defend the Charter Township 
and save it free and harmless from all loss, cost and damage arising out of such negligent 
construction and maintenance.
SECTION 5. EXTENSIONS. Said Grantee shall construct and extend its gas distribution 
system within said Charter Township and shall furnish gas to applicants residing therein in 
accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations.
SECTION 6. FRANCHISE N O T  EXCLUSIVE. The rights, power and authority herein 
granted, are not exclusive. Either manufactured or natural gas may be furnished hereunder.
SECTION 7. RATES. Said Grantee shall be entitled to charge the inhabitants of said 
Charter Township for gas furnished therein, the rates as approved by the Michigan Public 
Sendee Commission, to which Commission or its successors authority and jurisdiction to fix 
and regulate gas rates and rules regulating such service in said Charter Township, are hereby 
granted for the term of this franchise. Such rates and rules shall be subject to review and 
change at any time upon petition therefor being made by either said Charter Township, acting 
by its Charter Township Board, or by said Grantee.
SECTION 8. REVOCATION. The franchise granted by this ordinance is subject to revocation 
upon sixty (60) days written notice by the party desiring such revocation.
SECTION 9. MICHIGAN  PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION. JURISDICTION. Said 
Grantee shall, as to all other conditions and elements of service not herein fixed, be and 
remain subject to the rules and regulations of the Michigan Public Service Commission or 
its successors, applicable to gas service in said Charter Township. Nothing herein shall be 
construed as limiting the legal right of Grantee to challenge, contest or appeal any order, rule 
or regulation of the Michigan Public Service Commission.
SECTION 10. C O M P L I A N C E  W I T H  LAWS. Grantee shall comply with all applicable 
laws, statutes, ordinances, rules and regulations regarding the installation, maintenance or 
operation of its gas system, whether federal, state or local, now in force or which hereafter may 
be promulgated, however, nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver by Grantee of any of 
its existing or future rights under state or Federal law.
SECTION 11. R E P E A L E R  This ordinance, when accepted by grantee and published as 
herein provided, shall repeal and supersede the provisions of a gas ordinance adopted by the 
Charter Township Board on December 9. 2014 entitled:
A N  ORDINANCE, granting to C O N S U M E R S  P O W E R  COMPANY, its successors and assigns, 
the right, power and authority to lay, maintain and operate gas mains, pipes and services on, 
along, across and under the highways, streets, alleys, bridges, and other public places, and to 
do a local gas business in the C H A R T E R  T O W N S H I P  O F  PLYMOUTH, W A Y N E  COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty years.
and amendments, if any, to such ordinance whereby a gas franchise was granted to Consumers 
Energy Company.
SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE D A T E  This ordinance shall take effect upon the day after the 
date of publication thereof; provided, however, it shall cease and be of no effect after thirty days 
from its adoption unless within said period the Grantee shall accept the same in writing filed 
with the Charter
Township Clerk. Upon acceptance and publication hereof, this ordinance shall constitute a 
contract between said Charter Township and said Grantee.

Nancy Conzelman, Charter Township Clerk

the trio. Best said he tried 
to convince Akins not to 
keep going down into the 
basement where the two 
m e n  were during much of 
time.

Batts struck Akins in 
the face with his fist a 
couple of times and end­
ed up wrestling with her 
on the floor, Best said.

“I tried to grab him 
and break it up. I don’t 
move too good. I kept 
telling her to stay up­
stairs,” Best said. “I was 
telling her (Akins) to call 
911. The phone wasn’t 
charging. I told her to get 
the charger.”

The last time Akins 
went into the basement of 
the home, Best said, he 
heard a series of loud 
booms, a male voice yell­
ing he wanted his drugs 
and then, Akins saying 
“Get out.”

“It got quiet. There 
was talking but for 10 or 
15 minutes there was no 
argument,” Best said. "I 
heard Batts say ‘You 
better get her before she 
gets hurt.’ Terrence 
(Johnson) said, ‘She’s OK, 
she’s faking.’ I heard her 
say something, then noth­
ing more.”

Best testified that he

P H O T O S  B Y  BILL B R E S L E R  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Defense attorney Martin Magidson confers with defendant 
Randy Batts during the preliminary examination.
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never saw Akins again. 
The following day, Best 
said he asked Johnson 
about Akins.

"He said she probably 
was at the hospital. Ter­
rence went to the store. 
Whe n he came back, he 
asked if she (Akins) had 
called,” Best said. "About 
half an hour later, the 
police came.”

Two other Westland 
men, Michael Bashlor, 34, 
and Joshua Hurston- 
Herron, 23, are charged 
with being accessories 
after the fact. The 
charges are that Bashlor 
and Hurston-Herron 
helped dispose of Akins’ 
body.

Both have already 
been arraigned in Wayne 
County Circuit Court and 
are jaded in lieu of 
$250,000 cash bond.

Dearborn Heights 
Police began investigat­
ing the case after Akins’ 
body was found without 
any identification.

Westland Police Sgt. 
Jon Torolski testified that 
later that day Bashlor, 
accompanied by a cousin 
who is a Detroit Police 
officer, came to the West- 
land Police Department 
to provide information in 
the case.

As officers executed a 
search warrant at the 
home on Grand TVaverse, 
Torolski said he went to 
interview Johnson at the 
Dearborn Heights Police 
station.

Noting a fresh scratch 
on his face, Torolski said 
Johnson gave an inconsis­
tent account of what had 
happened over two in­

terviews.
Johnson placed most 

of the blame for Akins’ 
death on Batts, Torolski 
said, but he also de­
scribed tying Akins with 1 
rope and putting tape 
over her mouth after she 
was injured and bleeding.

“In his Jan. 20 state- " 
ment, Johnson acknowl- < 
edged that it was due to • 
his and Batts’ actions that 
Diedra had died,” Torol­
ski said. “Her body was ’. 
kept in a closet, wrapped i 
in a hospital-style blan­
ket, he agreed, for at least 
12 hours until they moved 
the body.”

Both men were or- € 
dered bound over for trial" 
as charged and remain 
jailed in lieu of bond.

The preliminary ex- ^ 
amination had been de­
layed two weeks due to 
issues with material not 
being provided to the 
defense.

The hearing on Thurs­
day before Westland 18th 
District Judge Mark 
McConnell also got off to 
a rough start when the 
first witness, Autumn 
Harding, who had appar­
ently been present in the 
basement of Akins’ home 
during the fatal beating, 
started to incriminate 
herself.

McConnell stopped th& 
hearing and had court- £- 
appointed attorney David> 
Lankford talk with Har- $ 
ding regarding her Fifth 
Amendment right again 
self-incrimination.

Batts and Johnson areiB, 
scheduled for circuit s 
court arraignment Feb.
26.
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FILE P H O T O
Voters should support millage renewals for police and fire 
departments in Plymouth Township on Feb. 24. Both 
departments provide g o o d  service to the community.

Support public 
safety millage 

renewals
Plymouth Township 

voters will decide two 
public safety millages in 
an election set for Tues­
day, Feb. 24.
, The millage renewals 
represent $3.6 million of 
the total $8.6 million 
public safety budget.

Based on the town­
ship’s track record of 
sound fiscal management 
and the need to adequate­
ly fund public safety, 
voters should say yes to 
the requests.

Plymouth Township 
compares favorably to its 
sister township to the 
north - Northville - in 
terms of public safety 
staffing and fiscal m a n ­
agement.

Some m a y  disagree 
and argue that the town­
ship needs more police 
and or more firefighters.

Others say w hy not con­
sider more cooperation 
with neighboring com­
munities. It depends on 
the statistics one consid­
ers when debating these 
issues. But that’s not the 
question on the ballot.

Elected officials have 
done a solid job of keep­
ing taxes low and deliver­
ing good service. Police 
officers and firefighters 
deserve a share of the 
praise. While the two 
sides have not always 
agreed on the direction 
of the departments, both 
do the job they have been 
asked to do - protect and 
serve township residents 
in a fiscally prudent 
manner.

Vote Y E S  on both 
police and fire public 
safety millages on Feb.
24.

Make education an 
overwhelming priority
History, they say, is 

written by the winners. 
And here’s a rock-solid 
political truth: The folks 
with the votes write the 
notes.

Michigan Repub­
licans overwhelmingly 
control the House of 
Representatives (63-47). 
So if you look through 
the 24-page, nicely de­
signed House Repub­
lican Action Plan for 
2015 you get a pretty 
good idea of what notes 
Speaker Kevin Cotter, 
R-Mount Pleasant, and 
his colleagues intend to 
play this year.

That is, once voters 
decide M a y  5 whether to 
raise the sales tax to fix 
the roads, and once the 
governor and legislature 
agree how to fix a state 
budget that’s currently 
several hundred million 
dollars in the red.

The target date for 
budget stabilization is 
June 1. Once that’s done, 
you can bet the law­
makers will be turning 
their gaze to the O O P ’s 
78-item action plan. It 
pretty muc h covers the 
entire waterfront. 
A m o n g  other things, it 
calls for repealing the 
state’s prevailing wage 
rules, eliminating local 
ordinances that require 
paid sick days, reform­
ing the teacher retire­
ment system, reviewing 
the role of land banks 
and establishing a uni­
form definition of a 
veteran.

Most consequential, 
however, are these four 
items:

» Adopting a teacher- 
performance evaluation 
system that is accurate, 
fair, transparent, easy to 
administer —  and one 
that won’t be trashed by 
the teachers’ unions.

» Adopting stiffer 
certification tests for 
graduates of schools of

Phil Power

educa­
tion. 
(This 
needs to 
come 
with 
some —  
any —  
system 
of ac­
count­

ability for the state’s 
schools of education, 
which annually produce 
around 4,000 graduates 
of varying quality for 
only around 2,500 new 
openings.)

» Initiatives to deal 
with third-grade reading 
performance, a gener­
ally recognized bench­
mark that determines 
which children are like­
ly to succeed in school. 
Last term, a proposal 
that would have held 
back every third-grader 
who didn’t pass a profi­
ciency exam withered 
after critics said it 
would be very expen­
sive but not do muc h to 
help the kids who need­
ed it.

» Reform of the 
state’s corrections sys­
tem, which now costs 
far more .than Michigan 
spends to support the 
entire system of public 
colleges and universi­
ties. Lost during the 
chaos of last year’s 
lame-duck legislative 
session were a number 
of carefully thought- 
through proposals by 
outgoing, term-limited 
State Rep. Joe Have- 
man, R-Holland, in­
cluding sentencing re­
form.

The G O P  blueprint 
was rattling around in 
m y  head last week while 
I listened to a fascinat­
ing presentation on 
school reform made by 
officials from Tennes­
see.

While Michigan’s 
school performance has

declined in recent years, 
other states have shot 
ahead, particularly Ten­
nessee, Florida, M as­
sachusetts and Minneso­
ta. (The reasons why are 
featured in a series of 
articles in Bridge Mag a­
zine, published as "The 
Smartest Kids in the 
Nation,” available at 
http://www.bridge- 
mi.com.)

Tennessee is partic­
ularly interesting. The 
state spends less per 
pupil in school and pays 
teachers substantially 
less than Michigan. Yet 
its academic perfor­
mance as measured by 
the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress 
examination has shot 
ahead of ours.

There are lots of 
reasons Tennessee has 
excelled, including high- 
stakes teacher evalua­
tions, increased invest­
ment in teacher on-the- 
job training and quick- 
turnaround student 
achievement data. It’s 
impressive that some of 
those are included in the 
Republican house policy 
agenda.

Only one absolutely 
essential thing is lack­
ing, not just in the re­
cent G O P  report but in, 
literally, decades of 
Michigan education 
policy from both par­
ties. Yet it’s a big one: 
Making schools better 
has to be our long-term 
top priority, period.

The Tennessee folks 
(can’t mention names 
because the session, 
mysteriously, was off 
the record) made it 
perfectly clear: For 
more than a decade, 
under both Republicans 
and Democrats, the 
Volunteer State has 
made improving educa­
tion a singular focus. 
Their suggestion: "Get 
widespread agreement

that the entire future of 
the state of Michigan 
depends on the educa­
tion of your citizens at 
the state and local lev­
el.”

Right on!
Without being disre­

spectful to the Repub­
lican Party policy agen­
da, any priority list with 
78 items on it has no 
priorities.

I understand w hy 
they did that. Because 
our present political 
system requires slicing 
and dicing the world 
into specific constitu­
encies with specific 
interests, there’s a great 
tendency to pander to 
every known interest 
group by issuing 
lengthy cover-the-en- 
tire-waterfront policy 
proposals.

That m a y  make politi­
cal sense. However, in 
the real world, the rule 
is simple: N o  focus, no 
progress.
Try to do everything, 

and you accomplish 
little or nothing.

If we ’re ever going to 
get serious about our 
state’s future, we need 
to recognize that, buckle 
down, and make improv­
ing the education of our 
citizens Michigan’s 
overwhelming priority.
Former newspaper publisher 
and University of Michigan 
Regent Phil Power is a 
longtime observer of Michigan 
politics and economics. He is 
also the founder and chairman 
of the Center for Michigan, a 
nonprofit bipartisan centrist 
think-and-do tank, designed 
to cure Michigan's 
dysfunctional political culture; 
the Center also publishes 
Bridge Magazine. The 
opinions expressed here are 
Power's own and do not 
represent the official views of 
the Center. Comment at 
ppowerQthecenterfor 
michigan.net.
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K L A A  T O U R N A M E N T

R o s e  t h o r n  i n  C h u r c h i l l ’s  s i d e

M I C H A E L  V A S I L N E K
Plymouth senior Kendall Rose 
launches a jumper over the 
outstretched a rm of Livonia 
Churchill's Molly Pummill Thursday 
night. Rose scored 33 points 
including 23 in the first half.

Plymouth senior sets 
team record with 33 
points in tourney win

By Tim Smith
Staff Wri te r

For a while Thursday, it 
seemed Plymouth’s Kendall 
Rose was supplying the only 
heat on an Arctic-like evening 
in metro Detroit.

Rose set a new team record 
with 33 points —  including 23 in 
the first half —  to spark the 
host Wildcats to a 55-40 victory 
over Livonia Churchill in a 
K L A A  varsity girls basketball 
second-round playoff game.

Yet after the contest, the 
soft-spoken Rose wanted none 
of the spotlight, instead deflect­
ing praise to her hard-working 
teammates.

“I was just happy that m y  
teammates were able to get me 
the ball, and they were getting 
open too,” Rose said. “And them 
driving and kicking it (out) to 
m e  gave m e  the ability to have 
open shots.”

Wildcats head coach Nick 
Brandon, whose team (16-2) will 
face campus-rival Salem 7 p.m. 
Tuesday in the conference title 
matchup, praised Rose for still 
knocking down shots even with 
the Chargers trying to get in 
her face.

“She’s had an amazing sea­
son,” Brandon said. “What’s

really incredible about what 
she’s able to do is other teams 
know that. I know for a fact that 
Churchill is a very, very well- 
coached team and they know 
what No. 11 is able to do.”

Contributing 12 points and a 
team-leading six rebounds was 
Plymouth senior post Patti 
Begoske while senior point 
guard Courtney LaVallee 
scored five.

For the Chargers (11-6), 
sophomore center Anne Yost 
registered 13 points and eight 
rebounds. Senior guard Natalie 
Spala chipped in with 10.
Smashing success

It actually was the second 
time this season Rose set a new 
Plymouth scoring mark. She

tallied 32 points earlier this 
season against Livonia Frank­
lin.

Brandon added that “the 
best part about Kendall is I 
know the school record doesn’t 
mean as much to her as the win 
does and I know she’s genuine 
about that. She’s a real team 
player. She’s going to credit her 
teammates and she should, 
because her teammates did an 
excellent job.”

They did, especially with 
hard-charging defensive pres­
sure that forced Churchill into 
turning the ball over on 20 occa­
sions. Yet Rose still had to dis­
play the finishing touch, which 
she did time after time.

S ee H O O P S ,  P a g e  B2

K L A A  B O Y S  BASKETBALL T O U R N E Y S C H O O L C R A F T  H O O P S

J O H N  K E M S K I  | E X P R E S S  P H O T O
Plymouth senior Deji Adebiyi (No. 5) looks to dribble drive around Salem's Jakob Lenders (left) during Friday's K L A A  tournament game.

T O U R N E Y  THRILLER
didn’t drop for us,” Brodie noted. “A  
couple of them went off our foot as we 
were dribbling, a couple bounced 
around the rim and they just didn’t 
fall.”

Plymouth needed to rally seemingly 
all night, after trailing 20-14 after one 
quarter, 35-15 at halftime and 47-43 
after three.
Flipping the switch

The Davis dunk, according to Ply­
mouth senior Deji Adebiyi, seemed to 
flip the m o m e n t u m  in the Wildcats’ 
direction after mostly being even with 
Salem throughout the opening three 
frames. That made it a tenuous 45-41 
Salem.

“W e  definitely wanted to bring ener-
S ee THRILLER, P a g e  B3

Plymouth rallies to pin 
78-75 01 loss on Salem 
in first-round matchup

By Tim Smith
Staff Wri te r

W h e n  Plymouth junior Brent Davis 
threw down a tomahawk dunk late in 
the third quarter of Friday’s K L A A  
boys basketball tournament game 
against Salem, it sent a jolt of electric­
ity through the gym.

It also keyed what would become a 
furious charge by the Wildcats, who 
managed to tie the game at the horn to 
force overtime and then finished the 
job with a 78-75.

"We played with a different passion 
and enthusiasm after that,” said Ply­
mouth head coach Mike Soukup, whose 
team (12-5) moves on to Wednesday’s 
second-round game. “It was fun to 
watch, what a good atmosphere in here 
tonight. *

"You had both cheering sections 
going after each other and yelling, it 
was nice to see the Park here showing 
up in force tonight.”

Veteran Salem coach Bob Brodie, 
whose K L A A  Central Division champi­
ons fell to 13-4, said the “whole second 
half was kind of wild. First half we 
controlled pretty well and second half 
they came out guns-a-blazing.” 

Although disappointed in the out­
come, Brodie said it was a game of 
breaks and close calls.

"We had our chances, the ball just

T h e y ’re 
No. 1

Ocelots climb to top 
with road win over Mott

By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Finally, the Schoolcraft m e n ’s 
basketball team is at the top of 
the charts.

Wednesday’s 79-71 victory 
over host Mott Community Col­
lege upped the Ocelots’ record to 
24-3 overall and 13-1 in the Michi­
gan Community College Athletic 
Association.

And with the victory comes the 
limelight as Schoolcraft climbed 
from No. 3 to No. 1 in the weekly 
N J C A A  Division II poll.

Moreover, the Ocelots clinched 
a share of the M C C A A  Eastern 
Conference title and thanks to 
owning the tiebreaker over Oak­
land Community College they will 
be the top seed in the N J C A A  
District 10 tournament.

Schoolcraft will have a bye in 
the district tourney and won’t see 
action until Thursday, March 5.

But head coach Abe Mashhour 
and his squad has other matters 
to attend to in February.

On Monday, the Ocelots can 
clinch the conference title out­
right at home against Delta Col­
lege. Then at 3 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 28, Schoolcraft will host the 
M C C A A  championship game 
against a Western Conference 
opponent to be determined.

In the victory over Mott, the 
Ocelots needed to rally from a 
39-33 halftime deficit.

Leading the way with 23 points 
was guard Lito Booth, while for­
ward Javan Thomas chipped in 
with 13 points and eight rebounds.

Helping the Schoolcraft cause 
off the bench was forward and 
Canton alum Davon Taylor, with 
eight points. Dre Black (Westland 
John Glenn) added five points and 
five boards.
SC w o m e n  win

Also victorious Wednesday at 
Mott were the Lady Ocelots’ 
w o m e n ’s cagers, with a 63-57 win.

That gave Schoolcraft a record 
of 17-8 overall and 10-4 in the 
M C C A A .  The team is tied for 
third and a half-game back of 
first in the Eastern Conference 
entering the final week of play.

Elise Tolbert (Birmingham 
Seaholm) keyed Schoolcraft’s win 
over Mott with 13 points, while 
Ashley Bland (Wayne Memorial) 
scored nine. Adding eight points 
each were T ’era Nesbitt, Rikki 
Sherdt and Jessica Parry.
tsmithQhometownlife.com 
Twitter: QTimSmith_Sports
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

Magical m o m e n t  
for Plymouth’s 
Leah Kliczinski

GIRLS G Y M N A S T I C S

Canton streak keeps growing
C O U R T E S Y

C A N T O N
A T H L E T I C S

Canton's
Jana
Hilditch
performs on
the balance
b e a m
recently.

Win over Huron Valley 
extends winning 

string to 56 meets
By Tim Smith

Staff W ri te r

Canton’s gymnastics 
juggernaut continues to 
roll.

The defending state 
champions defeated 
Huron Valley 139.325- 
to-128.775 on Tuesday, 
extending the Chiefs’ 
multi-season unbeaten 
string to 56. Canton is 
13-0 overall this season, 
including 11-0 in the 
K L A A  Kensington Divi­
sion. The Chiefs have 
wrapped up the division 
championship and were 
slated to compete for the 
conference crown Sat­
urday at Walled Lake

Central.
“Both teams suffered 

from not having a full 
team due to illness and 
midwinter break vaca­
tions,” noted veteran 
Canton head coach John 
Cunningham.

Cunningham said first 
place finishes were “split 
up nicely” among Jana 
Hilditch (vault, 9.15; 
all-around, 35.65), Katie 
Dickson (uneven parallel 
bars, 9.175) and Stepha­
nie Cox (balance beam, 
9.45; floor exercise, 9.15).

Dickson’s bars and 
35.45 all-around taDies 
were season bests for 
her; Cox also had her 
best of the year on beam.

Several other Canton 
performers came 
through to help the 
cause. Rachel Socha 
scored with tallies of 8.6 
on vault (fourth), 8.3 on

beam (fifth) and 8.525 on 
floor (fifth). Also scoring 
were Sarah Plant (8.6 on

vault, fourth) and Bree 
Kalinski (7.325 on bars, 
fifth).

HOOPS
Continued from Page B1

“W e  know how good a 
shooter Kendall is and 
we  needed to make sure 
that we  closed out on her 
at all times in the first 
half and we didn’t do 
that,” Chargers head 
coach Matt McGowan 
said. “She took advantage 
because she’s a really 
good player.”

In the first half, the 
Chargers (11-6) got off to 
a quick 4-0 lead on buck­
ets by Jaelah Rivers and 
Natalie Spala before 
Rose scored to put the 
Wildcats on the board.

Rose gave Plymouth 
its first lead of the night 
at 5-4 midway through 
the quarter when she 
drained a trey from the 
right wing.

She followed with 
another 3-ball from the 
opposite side of the floor 
with 2:41 to play in the 
first, making it 9-4 with 
Rose scoring all of her 
team’s points.

On target
Plymouth carried a 

15-6 lead into the second 
quarter and Rose con­
tinued her onslaught with 
a jumper and two more 
triples —  both from the 
left corner.

Her fifth 3-ball of the 
opening half gave the 
Wildcats a 29-13 cushion; 
she scored 22 of those 
points.

It was a 34-15 Ply­
mouth lead at halftime, 
and that’s when M c G o ­
wan made some adjust­
ments to give Rose a 
little less room to work 
her sweet string magic.

"We put a little more 
pressure on her and she 
still had 10 in the second 
half because she’s a good 
player,” M c G o w a n  said. 
“W e  just put ourselves in 
a huge hole in the first 
half, that’s two games in 
a row now that w e ’ve 
come out and not played 
well in the first half.”

Churchill tightened up 
considerably on defense 
in the third, shutting 
down Rose until 10.2

seconds remained in the 
frame (when she made 
two free throws).

In the meantime, the 
Chargers started to dom­
inate in the paint, with 
strong work by Yost and 
senior center Hannah 
Pummill (seven re­
bounds).

Churchill sliced the 
deficit to 38-31 with 1:09 
remaining in the third on 
a layup by Pummill.
Too m a n y  freebies

But the Wildcats 
bumped that up to 40-31 
entering the fourth and 
benefited from the Char­
gers being in early foul 
trouble.

Plymouth kept going 
up to the charity stripe 
and expanding the lead. 
For the game, the Wild­
cats hit 24 of 32 free- 
throw attempts; Chur­
chill made just three of 
13 tries.

“W e  spent too much 
energy coming back,” 
M c G o w a n  said. “There 
was a point where we  got 
it back to (seven)... we 
fouled too much and they

made their free throws.”
Brandon said his team 

“definitely grinded” out 
the victory in the second 
half.

"Credit Churchill, who 
made a great run,” Bran­
don noted. "Matt’s a 
smart coach and he made 
some nice adjustments 
against our press.

"... Don’t overlook the 
fact that they’re just a 
very good team. There’s 
a reason they got here 
tonight, and their size 
gave us some problems.”

Having a player on a 
record-busting night 
helped the Wildcats per­
severe on a night where 
they were outrebounded 
34-30.

Yet Brandon said it 
was far from a one-play­
er show, noting how his 
squad played with com­
posure during Churchill’s 
desperate surge in the 
third quarter.

“I’m  really pleased 
with the composure that 
we showed,” he noted. “I 
thought our kids hung in 
there when Churchill 
made their big run.”

N o w  comes the con­
ference showdown 
against Salem (14-4). 
Interestingly enough, the 
Wildcats and Rocks al­
ready know they will 
square off on March 2 in 
a Class A  first-round 
district tilt at Novi.

“Our goal was to have 
an opportunity to play 
Salem twice and it’s 
worked out that way,” 
Brandon said. “Salem is 
not a good team they’re 
an outstanding team.

“And w e  know we  had 
success against them the 
first game of the year, 
but they’re different and 
w e ’re different. So this 
matchup will bring a lot 
of n ew things and it’s 
going to be a good one.”
C A N T O N  43. W I N  25: In a K L A A  

tournament consolation g a m e  Thursday, the 
Chiefs held Walled lake Northern to just six 
points in the second half.

Erin Hull (15 points), Madison Archibald 
(13 points) a nd  Brianna Finn (eight points) 
led the Canton offense.

'Extremely happy with h o w  the girls 
played defensively,* Canton head coach 
Kevin Palmer said. 'Offensively w e  were 
playing against zone, which is something 
w e  normally struggle against.

'But w e ’ve  been working the past two 
days on  getting better ball movement, 
getting better spots a nd  that showed 
tonight. W e  ended up  getting a lot of girls 
open looks.'

tsmithQhometownlife.com 
Twitter: QTimSmith_Sports

Injured guard scores 
on senior night
By Tim Smith

Staff Writer

Her teammates are in 
the midst of a magical 
season, having cruised 
to the K L A A  South Divi­
sion varsity girls basket­
ball championship.

Plymouth Wildcats’ 
senior post Leah Klic­
zinski —  who tore an 
anterior cruciate liga­
ment in mid-January to 
suddenly end her final 
prep season —  was rele­
gated to watching and 
cheering from the side­
lines instead of chipping 
in with her customary 
double-double produc­
tion.

But Kliczinski did 
enjoy a moment in the 
sun on Senior Night,
Feb. 13, late in the Wild­
cats’ 47-30 victory over 
Westland John Glenn. 
That win also officially 
clinched the K L A A  
South, Plymouth’s first 
division crown in team 
history.

With the Plymouth 
victory wrapped up, 
Wildcats’ head coach 
Nick Brandon inserted 
Kliczinski into the line­
up as a Senior Night 
gesture.

John Glenn head 
coach Derrick Jordan 
agreed to let Kliczinski 
score, instructing his 
players to leave a lane 
open to the basket.

"Not only did we 
officially become divi­
sion champs,” noted 
Kliczinski in a text mes­
sage. “But I had an 
amazing opportunity I 
never thought I'd get.
M y  chance to make m y  
last shot of the season 
was undoubtedly one of 
the best moments in m y  
life.

“Those few seconds 
were so valuable to me, 
and I can’t thank the 
John Glenn coach 
enough along with coach 
Brandon who came up 
with the miraculous 
idea.”

Brandon credited the 
Rockets coach for m a k ­
ing the moment possible.

With the D H L  regular 
season dwindling to a 
dozen or so games, every 
point in the playoff chase 
is precious for the Ply­
mouth Whalers.

Unfortunately, the 
Whalers let one point slip 
away Friday night when 
the visiting Windsor 
Spitfires scored with 2:05 
left in the third for a 2-1 
win before 2,321 at Com- 
puware Arena.

Barring a playoff 
series between the long­
time rivals, it was the 
last-ever matchup be­
tween Windsor and Ply-

J O H N  K E M S K I  | E X P R E S S  P H O T O
Leah Kliczinski (No. 33) is 
allowed to score a basket 
during the Feb. 13 Senior 
Night girls basketball game.

“W e  got her (Klic­
zinski) into the game 
late and the John Glenn 
coach (Jordan) was real­
ly cool,” Brandon said. 
"He allowed her to score 
a basket in her last reg­
ular season home game. 
It was a really cool m o ­
ment.”

According to Klic­
zinski, getting out on the 
Plymouth High School 
basketball floor one last 
time was something she 
never thought would 
happen in the wake of 
her devastating knee 
injury Jan. 16 against 
Canton.

“I thought m y  last 
high school game was 
the night I tore m y  
ACL,” Kliczinski added. 
“But it turns out I was 
wrong. N o w  I know the 
importance of ‘play it 
like it’s your last.’ Whe n 
I’m  recovered next year, 
that’s exactly what I’m  
going to do.”

Brandon said Klic­
zinski is healing well and 
wants to be able to con­
tinue her basketball 
career in college.
tsmithQhometownlife.com

Twitter: QTimSmith_Sports

mouth, as the Whalers 
are moving to Flint next 
season.

Plymouth (19-32-2-2) 
trailed 1-0 after two peri­
ods but forward Ryan 
Moore tied the game with 
a tally at 3:54 of the third, 
with an assist to Sean 
Callaghan.

PLYMOUTH 3, WIND­
SOR 1: Plymouth goalie 
Alex Nedeljkovic made 
42 saves to stymie the 
host Spitfires Wednesday 
night. Scoring a goal and 
assist for the Whalers 
was forward Sonny Mila­
no.

Whether you have your eye on a n e w  vehicle, if 
you'd like to purchase a pre-owned model, or if 
you want to refinance a higher-rate loan at 
another lender, c o m e  to C o m m u n i t y  Alliance 
Credit Union for your financing.

O H L H O C K E Y

Late Windsor goal nips Whalers

A p p l y  Today!
• Call 800.287.0046
• Call our 24/7 Loan Center 
at 866.398.6660

• Apply online 24/7 at 
communityalliancecu.org

C o m m u n i t y  A l l i a n c e
E S T  1 9 6 6 C R E D I T  U N I O N

M dup Guide Jb Financial Success

37401 Plymouth Road. Livonia Ml 48150
800.287.0046

communityalliancecu.org

NCUA *****- 3 5 ?  b y N O t t

fcrtt a  Rctf cr m & t- cyrct bp to rrfya-ct crtbr* acrs AJEcno.

H u n t i n g t o nYour Tutoring Solution • A
£

Better Grades L Start Here. V
6000 N. Sheldon Road Canton, Ml 48187
1 800 CAN LEARN 'X. 1

•AP S  -  A p**—  ^
1

Independently o w n e d  and operated



C O U R T E S Y  C A N T O N  A T H L E T I C S
The Canton Chiefs varsity boys bowling t e a m  poses with their trophy after winning the Farmington Hills Mercy 
Invitational.

PREP B O W L I N G

P-CEP bowlers excel in tournaments
Canton boys win Mercy, 
Valentine’s Day invite

By Tim Smith
Staff Wri te r

Plymouth-Canton Educa­
tional Park bowlers are rat­
tling the pins with regularity 
these days.

Such was the case at the 
Farmington Hills Mercy In­
vitational Feb. 14 at Drakesh- 
ire Lanes.

In the varsity boys’ tourna­
ment, Canton (4,527 pins) and 
Salem (4,390) finished 1-2 in 
the team standings and also 
had the top bowlers in the 
individual results.

Canton’s Aaron Madsen 
was overall medalist with a 
752 series (235-239-278) while 
Salem’s Mitchell Rusinek 
placed second with a 736 total 
(213-279-244).

Right behind them in sixth 
place was Jacob Peltz of the 
Chiefs, w h o  finished with a 
681 for the day (233-233-215). 
In eighth was Salem’s Tony 
Przytulski’s 639 (264-198-177).

Just missing the top-10 
were Salem’s Zach Gonyea 
(13th, 620), Canton’s D o m  
Dimaya (14th, 616), Tyler Po- 
zan (15th, 615) and Plymouth’s

Bryce Smith (16th, 612).
“Josh Criscenti only 

bowled one game for us that 
day but had a 269,” Chiefs’ 
head coach Karl Brubaker 
said. “H e  struggled early in 
the day, w e  took him out and 
he came back strong.”

In fifth place was Plymouth 
(3,320), led by Smith’s solid 
performance.

Other Park varsity boys 
bowlers finishing in the top-25 
were Salem’s Tyler Ridgeway 
(19th, 607), Plymouth’s Donald 
Blevins (22nd, 598) and Ply­
mouth’s Jordan Orzech (25th, 
583).

Not to be outdone was 
Meghan Macunovich of the 
Canton varsity girls bowling 
team, who earned medalist 
honors with a 743 series (250- 
290-203).

Macunovich helped the 
Chiefs finish third in the team 
standings, with 3,417 pins 
(behind Farmington/Harrison, 
3,970 and South Lyon East, 
3,589).

Salem’s girls varsity placed 
sixth with 3,153 pins. Leading 
the Rocks was Brynna S a m u ­
els, who finished seventh 
overall with a 556 series (242- 
135-179).

Other Park girls in the 
top-25 were Salem’s Rachel

Lopez (17th, 499), Canton's 
Maranda McMaster (20th, 
485), Plymouth’s Lauren Vin­
cent (24th, 461) and Salem’s 
Leah Boucha (25th, 450).

The three Park schools also 
took JV  boys teams to the 
tourney. Salem won with 4,116 
pins, followed by Canton 
(3,862). In fifth with 3,320 pins 
was Plymouth.

In the top two spots in the 
JV  tourney were Salem’s Ja­
cob Kurth (first, 668) and 
Canton’s David Hess (second, 
633).

Others in the top-10 in­
cluded Salem’s Alex Mattson 
(fifth, 577), Canton’s D  J Ja- 
blonski (sixth, 573) and Ply­
mouth’s Mike Koski (seventh, 
558).

“It was a great day for the 
Park teams on Saturday,” 
Brubaker said.

At Sunday’s Valentine’s 
D ay Invitational at Novi Bowl, 
Canton’s varsity boys team 
w on with 4,000 pins, besting 
South Lyon (second, 3,866) 
and Salem (third, 3,748).

In the girls’ individual 
standings, Canton’s Macunov­
ich (598) and Salem’s Samuels 
(577) finished 1-2 respectively.

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports
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Looking to m a k e  a scoop shot Friday for Plymouth is Randall Aikins, despite 
tough defense from Salem's Jon Swift (No. 11).

THRILLER
Continued from Page B1

gy tonight," said Adebiyi, who 
tallied 17 points. “Coming in 
our house, K L A A  tournament, 
we wanted to turn it up in 
here."

Adebiyi also said the win 
gives his team confidence that 
it can challenge for the K L A A  
tournament title.

"I would definitely like 
some hardware before I 
leave," he said. "We can make 
a run in the tournament, I feel 
like we definitely can."

Yet the Rocks still had a 
68-66 lead with 6.8 seconds to 
go in the fourth, following a 
trey by senior forward Allante 
Wheeler (18 points, eight re­
bounds) from the right corner, 
finishing a nifty inside-out dish 
from senior guard Jake 
Stropes.

Aikins, a 5-9 senior guard 
who last week beat Canton 
with a last-second basket, then 
forced O T  with a layup at the 
horn.

In overtime, junior Salem 
center Kenny Tbpolovec —  a 
standout all night with 22 
points and 13 rebounds —  put 
the Rocks up with a steal and 
layup.

Soon thereafter, Adebiyi 
made a pair of free throws to 
give Plymouth a 71-70 edge and 
that set the stage for four min­
utes worth of lead changes.

The Rocks again looked to 
regain control when Tbpolovec 
went strong to the basket for a 
deuce-and-one to put Salem up 
75-73 with 1:56 left.
Finishing strong

Plymouth, however, scored 
the night’s final five points, 
helped by a couple calls where 
it was ruled Salem lost control 
of the ball out of bounds.

Davis (18 points) and Aikins

(21 points) tallied back-to-back 
layups, the latter putting the 
Wildcats in front 77-75 with 30 
seconds remaining.

Then came a timely block 
by Adebiyi on Tbpolovec. who 
was trying to muscle in along 
the baseline for a game-wing 
bucket.

"We scouted out and they 
said he (Tbpolovec) is a left- 
handed guy who prefers going 
left," Soukup said. "Deji cheat­
ed on that side and was able to 
wail up and get a piece of it 
and force a poor shot.

"And then get the rebound 
to boot and possess it. finish

the game. It was a huge play."
According to Brodie. the 

Rocks struggled defensively in 
the second half “and they did a 
nice job capitalizing on that."

Scoring 12 points and con­
tributing nine rebounds for the 
Rocks was Lenders, w ho was 
understandably dejected about 
how the game closed out.

"We just got to take this as 
something" to use as motiva­
tion in districts. Lenders said. 
"We definitely want to keep on 
going."
t sm ithQhometOivnlife.com  
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P U C K S  A N D  P A W S
Plymouth Whalers 

teaming up with Michigan 
Humane Society for 
Feb. 28 fundraiser
By Pete Krupsky

C o r r e s p o n d e n t

On Saturday, Feb. 28, not 
only are the Plymouth Whal­
ers taking on the Ottawa 67’s 
at Compuware Arena, they’ll 
also be going to the dogs and 
other animals.

While the Whalers hound 
pucks against the 67’s (7 p.m. 
puck drop), they’ll also be 
playing in their first annual 
"Pucks and Paws Night.”

With the assistance of 
Farmers Insurance, the Whal­
ers and their fans will join 
forces with proceeds of ticket 
sales, Chuck-a-Puck and 50/50 
raffle going to the Michigan 
Hum ane Society.

That’s not all. Plymouth will 
be wearing special jerseys for 
the game with proceeds gener­
ated via silent auction also 
going to MHS.

"There’s something about 
hockey and dogs," said Ryan 
McTigue, public relations 
coordinator for the Michigan 
Hum ane Society, with a smile. 
"They seem to go together 
really well. W e ’re extremely 
excited.

“It’s a cool thing —  not only 
are we  getting exposure for 
the Michigan Hum ane Society 
and our dogs, but we are also 
generating funds, too. W e  do 
not receive government fund­
ing, so the money donated to 
us will go to care for the ani­
mals in our area. So it’s really 
important, but it’s also a really 
fun way to do it, too.”

To that end, you understand 
that sometimes a dog adopts a 
human. That’s the case on Feb. 
28.

Link —  a free agent Icelan­
dic Sheepdog from Utah —  
will join the Whalers for one 
night. H e  has been signed to a 
one-day contract and will drop 
the puck Feb. 28. Link will be 
participating in the ceremoni­

al faceoff in honor of all of his 
M H S  siblings.

Link is working with han­
dler Gabi Vannini and shows 
excellent puck skills.
Quality time

In preparation of the event, 
Link, with his friends Daisy 
and Snoopy (pit bull mixed 
breed), visited Compuware 
Arena on Feb. 16 to meet the 
Whalers and have photos tak­
en with the boys.

It didn’t take long before 
Link literally jumped into the 
arms of Plymouth captain 
Gianluca Curcuruto and they 
were spending some quality 
time together.

And while Link and Snoopy 
displayed energy and alert 
behavior around the Whalers, 
Daisy —  a 7-year-old Shih Tzu 
—  was content to sit in the 
arms of Mitch Jones and M H S  
project manager Christina 
Hill.

Don’t let Daisy’s size fool 
you. She has a heart as big as 
the Compuware Arena ice 
surface.

Daisy has multiple health 
problems but is fighting back 
with the assistance of the 
M H S  staff.

"Gabi Vannini does a T O N  
of fostering for us —  as well 
as being on staff —  and Daisy 
is sort of a ‘foster failure,’”
Hill said. “She came to M H S  
because her owner was no 
longer able to care for her and 
Gabi took a special liking to 
her and her special needs.

“Daisy was treated for 
dental issues, ear infections 
and eye issues at M H S  and is 
currently on special food for 
bladder stones. At first, Gabi 
was just temporarily fostering 
Daisy but she has officially 
adopted her and taken her in 
despite her health issues so 
she can live out the rest of her 
life happy and with lots of 
doggy friends."

For more about the Michi­
gan Humane Society, visit 
www.michiganhumane.org.
Pete Krupsky is communications 
director and broadcaster for the 
Plymouth Whalers.

P E T E  K R U P S K Y  | P L Y M O U T H  W H A L E R S
Plymouth Whalers Jacob Collins (left) a nd Mitch Jones m e e t  Michigan 
H u m a n e  Society dogs Link. Snoopy and Daisy. The Whalers and 
H u m a n e  Society are teaming up for the 'Pucks and P a w s  Night at 
C o m p u w a r e  Arena o n  Saturday. Feb. 28.

PREP WRESTLING

C C  g r a p p l e r s  B a t t l e  C r e e k - b o u n d

By Brad Emons
Staff Writer

Novi Detroit Catholic Cen­
tral’s wrestling team appears 
to be on the fast track once 
again.

The Shamrocks secured 
their seventh straight trip to 
the M H S A A  Division 1 Elite 
Eight next week in Battle 
Creek by dominating Livonia 
Franklin, 75-6, in the Region 
107 final Wednesday night at 
Westland John Glenn.

The three-time defending 
state champs, who improved 
to 22-3 overall, also routed 
Salem in the semifinals, 69-9, 
while Franklin advanced with 
a 47-30 semifinal win over 
Dearborn Fordson.

Scoring two pins on the 
night for the Shamrocks in­
cluded TYevor Zdebski (130- 
135 pounds), who was a state 
champion last year at 119; 
Nick Giese (189-215), who was 
third at 189; and Tyler Mor- 
land (171-189). Heavyweight 
Nick Jenkins also won both 
his matches.

Meanwhile, Myles Amine 
(160), who was state champ 
last year at 140, never touched 
the mat as Franklin voided 
four weight classes in the 
regional final after falling 
behind 39-0 following the first 
seven matches.

C C  also won by four voids 
in its semifinal match against 
Salem, which received its

only victories from Seth Dunn 
on a pin at 145 (in 4:40) fol­
lowed by a 14-10 decision from 
Caleb McCabe at 152.

“They’re the returning 
three- or four-year in a row 
state champs, so I just wanted 
m y  guys to go out there and 
give it their best shot, wrestle 
tough," Salem assistant coach 
Jeremy Henderson said of the 
Shamrocks,"... as much as we 
knew we were up against it, 
they knew, too. No surprises.

“Our kids went out there 
and wanted to wrestle every 
match with the same mindset, 
wrestle, give it their best shot 
and whatever happens, hap­
pens."

The Rocks ended their 
season at 16-7 overall.

"It’s been kind of a roller 
coaster," Henderson said. "We 
came into the season with 
high hopes, had a lot of in­
juries, and we  had a couple 
concussions, back injuries, so 
we only entered seven-to-10 
wrestlers per tournament.

"We were taking top six or 
seven in every tournament, 
but once everybody came 
back, which was the week 
before team districts, we  put 
everything together, won 
district and we got five (indi­
viduals) to regional. The be­
ginning wasn’t going well 
because of injuries, but in the 
end it turned out to be a great 
season."



N O T H I N G  GETS IN HER W A YKICKING
ADVERSITY

Albion-bound goalkeeper Bricely proof 
that grit, determination do pay off

B y  T i m  S m i t h
Staff Wri te r

Ever since Megan Bricely 
was in elementary school, she 
wasn’t about to miss out on a 
good game of soccer.

"At Leonard Elementary in 
TVoy, we would just get a bunch 
of Idds on the back soccer field 
and just play for the entire 
recess, boys and girls," Bricely 
said with a grin.

N o w  18, the Bloomfield Hills 
Marian senior still can’t get 
enough of the sport, despite 
suffering through four knee 
surgeries. Tear one ACL? No 
worries. Keep playing.

After her second tom anteri­
or cruciate ligament —  suf­
fered during middle school —  
she changed posi­
tions from left- 
back defense to 
goalkeeper, con­
sidered a rare 
move, to stay on 
the pitch.

There were 
more physical 
setbacks to come, 
but nothing has 
chipped away at 
her mental tough­
ness.

The TVoy resi­
dent and goal­
keeper for the 
2014 state finalist 
Mustangs recently 
was rewarded for 
her determination 
and soaring ball­
stopping skills.
Bricely signed a national letter 
of intent to play soccer at Albi­
on College.

Bricely’s total dedication to 
working hard and getting better 
undoubtedly tipped the college 
scholarship scales in her favor. 
After attending classes on a 
Wednesday, for example, she 
drove over to Next Level TVain- 
ing in Bloomfield Hills for a 
private session with Marian 
goalkeeping coach Tim Living­
ston.

Following two hours of fine- 
tuning skills there (working on 
lateral movement and reactions 
for diving stops), it was off to 
Total Soccer in Wixom for prac­
tice with the Livonia-based 
Michigan Hawks U18 wom an’s 
elite-level club team.

And since she carries a 4.05 
grade-point average at the 
private, Catholic girls high 
school, naturally there must be 
time to squeeze in some home­
work. "I bring m y  backpack 
and get there early."

Bricely and her Hawks 
teammates —  including close 
pal Sam Riga of Plymouth, a 
student at Livonia Ladywood —  
also do Futsal sessions (kicking 
a heavy ball on a small field) at 
Beech Woods in Southfield.

There’s never enough time 
in the day for all of her soccer 
endeavors. Riga marvels at 
what her friend has been able 
to overcome and accomplish.

“Whe n I look at Megan as a 
goalie, she doesn’t show that 
she had surgery," Riga said. 
"She works just as hard, if not 
harder, than any goalie I have 
ever played with. As a result of 
switching from a field player to 
a goalie, she has excellent foot 
skills compared to most goal­
ies."

Livingston and Marian head 
coach B a n y  Brodsky said they 
were excited to find out that 
Bricely —  a consummate role 
model who even helps coach 
the school’s JV  team during 
off-season workouts —  will get 
to continue playing soccer at 
Albion.

"I’m  pretty familiar with the 
MIAA," Brodsky said, “because 
I’ve got some kids that have 
played in there and I think 
she’ll do great. I think she’ll be 
one of the top keepers in the 
league. They’re going to be 
thrilled to have her, I know 
that."

Before that happens, though.

Bricely will try to help Marian 
return to the Division 2 girls 
soccer state finals and win this 
time. Marian lost in 2013 and 
2014 to Gull Lake in the finals.

Bricely said she fell in love 
with Albion, both the campus 
and wom en’s soccer team, dur­
ing an autumn visit. She had 
also been considering schools in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania.

"When I was 12 years old, I 
was thinking I was going to go 
to a really high level, Big Ten or 
A C C  (Atlantic Coast Confer­
ence)," she said. "And after 
those injuries, that kind of went 
away. Not the big dreaming, but 
I got a little more realistic after 
that.

“It’s been hard finding col­
leges because, for a goalkeeper, 

I a m  kind of short 
(5-foot-6). A  lot of 
colleges w'ant 5-8,
5-9.1 was just glad 
Albion contacted 
me. And then I went 
on the visit and I 
loved it."
Family matters

One reason Brice­
ly opted for a Michi­
gan college is how 
important family is 
to her.

That applies to 
her biological family 
(she is the youngest 
of Debbie and T om 
Bricely’s three chil­
dren) and the “Mar­
ian soccer family" —  
not to mention that 

same warm-and-fuzzy feeling 
she senses being around her 
future Britons teammates and 
coaches.

“I had lunch with the players 
for a good hour and we just 
talked about Albion," Bricely 
said. “The team was just very 
welcoming, it was like the fam­
ily-type Marian-style team and 
that’s what I was looking for in 
a college.”

Getting the chance with 
Albion, though, required that 
Bricely navigate obstacles and 
overcome plenty of lousy luck 
along the way.

At the root of maintaining 
her inner fortitude during 
tough times was the fact soc­
cer’s always been in her blood.

Not even a raft of medical 
misfortune between 2009-12 led 
Bricely to give her favorite 
sport the boot, so to speak.

It helped that, as a young­
ster, she immediately connect­
ed with soccer. That meant 
playing at recess, watching her 
brother Joe play in a communi­
ty parks and rec program and 
constantly watching English 
Premier League games on tele­
vision.

“I don’t even know if I knew 
how to work the remote, but 
somehow I got it to the soccer 
channel,” she said, chuckling.

Whe n asked what clicked 
between her and soccer, she 
couldn’t put her finger on it.

"I think it was just the c om­
petition,” Bricely said. “Obvi­
ously all sports are competitive, 
but soccer’s a back-and-forth 
game and it’s a game of inches.
I mean, losing state finals just 
taught us that.”
Injuries mount

She began her playing ca­
reer with a TVoy youth team. In 
M a y  2009, in sixth grade, she 
tore her left A C L  during a U12 
game for Vardar (a club pro­
gram).

“At that point, I don’t think I 
knew what an A C L  was,” Brice­
ly said. “I didn’t know how 
serious it was. But after the 
doctor told m e  six to nine 
months out, I did at one point 
think, ‘A m  I ever going to be 
the same player; a m  I going to 
come back at a high level?”’

A  year or so later, while with 
Vardar’s U13 team, her right 
knee gave in at a state cup pool 
game. It was in her fourth game 
back from the first injury.

“W h e n  I look at 
M e g a n  as a 
goalie, she 
doesn’t show 
that she had 
surgery. She 
works just as 
hard, if not 
harder, than 
any goalie I 
have ever 
played with. ”
SAM RIGA
friend, teammate

J O H N  S T O R M Z A N D  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
M e g a n  Bricely wears a smile of pride, knowing her hard w o r k  is paying off with a chance to play wome n ' s  soccer at 
Albion College.

J O H N  S T O R M Z A N D  | S T A F F  P H O T O G R A P H E R
Playing catch during a recent practice are M e g a n  Bricely (right) and Marian 
goalie coach Tim Livingston.

C O U R T E S Y  S A M  R I G A
Jadyn Engle (from left), Plymouth's 
S a m  Riga and M e g a n  Bricely are 
best friends and club soccer 
teammates for the U18 Michigan 
H a w k s  of the E C N L  Here, they take 
a m o m e n t  to pose together during 
a N o v e m b e r  2014 training trip to 
Arizona.

“The first one (ACL injury),
I just jumped up and, as I land­
ed, I got pushed and m y  knee 
buckled,” Bricely said. "The 
second one, I went to cut for a 
ball and just got kicked on the 
outside of the knee.”

Her knees were successfully 
repaired both times by Dr. John 
Samani at the Institute for Ath­
letic Medicine in Auburn Hills 
and she embarked on grueling 
physical therapy sessions.

There were endless exercise 
cycles, plenty of sweat and 
even tears. Never, though, were 
there doubts.

Unable to run long distances 
on the field any more, Bricely 
decided to change the script 
and become a goalkeeper in 
spring 2011 for U14 Vardar.

"I tried it out and I went to 
goalie training every weekend," 
she said. "Eventually, I got the 
hang of it and I just stuck with 
it ever since."

That specific position 
change doesn't happen too of­
ten, Brodsky noted.

‘T’ve seen people switch 
positions on the field," he said.

"But very rarely do you see a 
field player who says, ‘All right, 
I’m  going to become a keeper.’ 
So that’s pretty unusual.

"You can tell in her foot 
skills that she used to play the 
field and things like that. It’s a 
big asset to her game that she’s 
still able to play the ball so well 
back in goal.”

Scott Duhl, a longtime coach 
with the Michigan Wolves/ 
Hawks elite program and Sa­
lem High School, said Bricely’s 
“type of transformation is rare, 
but it does happen.... Megan is 
a good hard-working player.
She has made some good 
strides improving over the last 
few years.”

Bricely emphasized that 
athleticism got her by in her 
first season as a goalie.

"I think if you’re athletic, 
you’re going to make some 
saves in goal, even if you don’t 
have the technical ability yet,” 
Bricely said. "So I think the 
first year or so I relied a lot on 
m y  athleticism and not getting 
the technical stuff down.”

The unique journey then 
took another detour. Bricely 
suffered two meniscus tears 
(one per knee) after becoming a 
goalkeeper. Then, in fall 2011 
and spring 2012, she had arthro­
scopic surgery on both knees.

Once again, she just bit her 
lip and endured another round 
of physical therapy. In the three 
years since, a daily exercise 
regimen has helped sustain leg 
strength.
Full throttle

These days, Bricely doesn’t 
think about suffering another 
injury. Her parents do plenty of 
that.

"Yeah, they’re always wor­
ried that something’s going to 
happen, that I’m  going to tear 
something again," she said.
"But they’ve never told m e  to 
quit soccer, they’ve never told 
m e  to give up.

"I know it’s painful for them

THE BRICELY FILE
Who: M e g a n  Bricely, 18-year-old 
senior at Bloomfield Hills Marian. 
She recently signed to play college 
soccer at Albion College.
N o w :  She is a goalkeeper for the 
Mustangs and Michigan H a w k s  U18 
women's t e a m  in the Elite Clubs 
National League, considered the 
highest level of girls club soccer. 
Then: During middle school, Bricely 
played defense for Vardar club 
teams. But after suffering A CL 
injuries on each knee, she changed 
to goalie. She battled through those 
injuries and the unique position 
switch to b e c o m e  a college-worthy 
player.
Next: At Albion, she will play soccer 
and pursue a career in sports medi­
cine or physical therapy. "It'll be 
something in the medical field, 
because I've had so m u c h  experi­
ence with it and I've had s o m e  really 
great physical therapists and doctors 
that have helped m e  through m y  
injuries," she said.

to watch m e  play because of 
how scared they are and 
they’ve never asked m e  to give 
it up. I’m  glad for that.”

What she does think about is 
staring down opponents such as 
Riga, whose Blazers faced the 
Mustangs in last year’s D2 
semifinals. Bricely, a 2014 sec­
ond-team all-state player, foiled 
her friend that time around.

“At that point, during a 
game, it’s all serious,” Bricely 
said. “W e ’re not going to let up 
because we ’re friends off the 
field. W e  hug after the game, 
we do all that stuff, but we ’re 
too competitive, both of us, to 
let that influence the game.”

Riga said she and Bricely 
are serious friends. But when 
the Blazers and Mustangs 
square off, the only thing each 
player is serious about is win­
ning.

“W h e n  Megan and I play 
against each other during the 
high school season, our friend­
ship definitely changes to a 
whole different level,” Riga 
said. “W e  talk after most games 
either one of us has and give 
each other pointers about our 
opponents. However, when it’s 
the week of the Marian versus 
Ladywood game, we  do not talk 
at all.”

Livingston marvels at Brice­
ly’s unwavering work ethic 
through it all. It doesn’t hurt 
that she’s pretty talented, too.

Maybe it’s an underdog m en­
tality. Maybe it’s a quest for 
perfection. Maybe it’s a pat on 
the back to modern science.

Whatever it is that fuels her 
unquenchable thirst to compete 
and conquer, Bricely isn’t about 
to let anything stop her now.
tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Twitter: QTimSmithJports

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Salem rocks and rolls against East
B y  Jeff Theisen

Salem came out hot Thurs­
day night at home and never 
cooled off in a 52-23 win 
against South Lyon East.

The win puts the Rocks in

the K L A A  Kensington Confer­
ence finals Feb. 24. It was also 
the third win over the Cougars 
this year for Salem.

“It’s very difficult to beat 
someone three times.” said 
Salem coach Lindsay Klemmer. 
“I told them tonight the only

thing that was going to win was 
heart, hustle and hard work. 
Whoever wanted it more was 
going to win. I’m  really proud 
of the way we came out and 
stepped up right from the be­
ginning.

"This is one of our more 
consistent games. W e  didn’t 
have too many lulls. W e  played 
pretty' consistent throughout 
all four quarters."

Salem scored the first 10

points, holding the Cougars 
scoreless for almost seven 
minutes. East got a bucket with 
1:05 remaining in the opening 
quarter, but that would be it.

East scored the opening 
bucket of the second quarter, 
but again went scoreless for 
almost four minutes while 
Salem went on an 8-0 run. The 
Rocks would go on to lead 26-6 
by halftime.

The Cougars coughed the

ball up 15 times, while Salem 
on had five turnovers at the 
break. The Rocks had 11 field 
goals to just three for East.

The Cougars started to get 
some offense going in the third 
quarter and had the ball down 
30-14. However, Salem forced a 
turnover and guard Jamyra 
Wilson hit a three. It started an 
8-0 run to close the quarter and 
left the Rocks with a 38-14 lead 
heading into the fourth.
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S U B M I T T E D
R amsey Dowgiallo of Westland soaks up the scenery in Minnesota.

W E S T L A N D  M A N  S H A R E S  L O V E  O F  
T H E  W I L D  T H R O U G H  C A N O E  T R I P S

By Sharon Dargay
Staff Wri te r

Attitude is everything in the wilder­
ness.

A  positive attitude can help you keep 
a cool head when a 1,000-pound bull 
moose charges straight for your canoe.

It can quell nerves as firefighters 
help you portage while 100,000 acres of 
forest burn all around you.

A nd it will keep spirits high when 
rain soaks through your leaf-and-fem- 
lined shelter.

“Attitude, it’s huge,” said Ramsey 
Dowgiallo, a Westland resident who 
leads trips through the Boundary W a ­
ters Canoe Area Wilderness in north­
eastern Minnesota. "I had a couple book 
a 14-day trip for their 30th anniversary. 
They had never done anything like that. 
They did great, even when we had tough 
weather and wind. They were troupers.

“I’ve been very lucky in all these 
years,” he said, recalling only one diffi­
cult client since opening his business, 
Wilderness Journey, 10 years ago in 
Novi. “Only one person wouldn’t pitch 
in and I like to see everyone pitch in.
But that is one out of about 1,000 people 
that I’ve ever had a problem with. Most 
people have a great attitude.

“I’m  always trying to teach them. I’m  
always upbeat. I’m  an interpreter be­
tween modern m a n  and the wilderness. 
It’s m y  job to teach people how to re­
spect wildlife, wilderness, weather. It’s 
not like w e ’re just going out to the 
beach.”
Variety of trips

Dowgiallo tailors trips to suit his 
customers’ interests and outdoor skills. 
Hearings fresh food on the journey and 
cooks up fish caught along the way. 
Clients sleep in tents and learn wilder­
ness skills as they paddle along with 
fishing gear or cameras. Approximately 
75 percent of the trips he leads from 
May-October are fishing-related. His 
company also attracts wildlife lovers 
eager to photograph animals and the 
dramatic scenery, while enhancing 
their survival skills.

H e ’ll talk about topwater fishing in 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area, 5-6 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26,1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 27, and 4:30-5:30 p.m. Sat­
urday, Feb. 28, at Outdoorama, at the 
Suburban Collection Showplace, 46100 
Grand River Ave., Novi. The show will 
include more than a dozen speakers on 
topics ranging from the art of deer 
calling to mushroom hunting, along 
with a jet ski simulator, deer processing

S U B M I T T E D
R amsey Dowgiallo of Westland shows off a pike he caught in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness in Minnesota. H e  leads canoe trips to the area May-October. His guide a nd outfitter 
c o m p a n y  is Wilderness Journey in Novi.

S U B M I H E D
A  m o o s e  takes a bath in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in Minnesota.

demonstration, trained dog sport show, 
a trout pond and more. The show runs 
3-9:30 p.m. Thursday, noon to 9:30 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday, and 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $10 
for adults, $4 for children, 6-14, and free 
for ages 5 and under.

Dowgiallo is a frequent speaker at 
outdoor events, clubs and conferences 
during the winter. H e  also runs a part- 
time flooring business during the off­
season.

W h e n  the weather begins to w a r m  in 
mid-May, he returns to Minnesota’s 1.3

million-acre Boundary Waters, with its 
1,000 lakes and rivers. H e  has canoed on 
220 lakes since he began visiting the 
area 25 years ago.

“You can spend the whole summer 
and not go over the same piece of w a ­
ter.”
Survival skills

H e  credits his father for taking him 
fishing when he was a boy and his 
brothers for introducing him to mou n­
tain climbing and camping when he was 
a teenager.

“I’ve h a d  just about 
everything happen. That 
is one thing that keeps m e  
going. Every trip is 
different. ....”
RAMSEY DOWGIALLO

“I was always into the outdoors, but 
as far as primitive camping goes, I read 
a lot and watch a lot of survival shows 
and YouThbe.”

H e  practices survival skills when he 
takes primitive trips alone, two-three 
times each season.

“I go into the woods with a quart of 
water and two power bars, a magne­
sium striker, no matches and no sleep­
ing bag,” he said. It was during solo 
trips that Dowgiallo, 52, faced a menac­
ing moose along the water and at his 
rain-soaked fern-and-leaf-lined shelter 
at night.

“Both times it was during the rut and 
I had been warned,” he said, recalling 
the loud bellow he heard while paddling 
alone years ago. “I had never heard a 
moose before. I responded by making 
the same noise. Yeah, that was a huge 
mistake .1 backed up and hit the shore. 
W h e n  it was five feet from m e  it 
stopped. I’ve been in close proximity to 
bear and wolves, but m y  moose inter­
action was the most scared I ever was.

“I’ve had just about everything hap­
pen. That is one thing that keeps m e  
going. Every trip is different. You never 
know what you’ll run into.”
Reality show

H e  hopes his wilderness experiences 
and skills will help him land a spot on 
the Discovery Channel show, Naked 
and Afraid, which pairs naked m e n  and 
w o m e n  to survive 21 days in the wilder­
ness. Teams find food, make shelter and 
clothing from nature.

"I think I’d do well on that show. I get 
along with everyone —  it’s part of being 
a good guide. You have to be a good 
listener and know how to talk with peo­
ple, not at them.”

Another of his dreams is to book deaf 
and hearing impaired clients for trips 
through the Boundary Waters. D o w ­
giallo is fluent in sign language and both 
of his parents were deaf. H e  hopes to 
work through clubs for deaf and hear­
ing impaired to line up trips.

For more information about Dow- 
giallo’s Wilderness Journey, visit go- 
wildernessjoumey.com

W o m a n  f i n d s  n e w  w a s h e r  a f t e r  m u c h  r e s e a r c h
et m e  begin w ay back in 
the history of this col­
u m n  when I used to m e n ­

tion names of certain busi­
nesses which I thought to be 
honest and deserving of 
some ink. That ended abrupt­
ly whe n an editor took m e  
aside and explained that the 
intent of m y  column should 
have a purpose of always 
educating the reader.

So, I dropped the c o m m e r ­
cial aspect immediately and 
have stuck to the informative 
side as best I can. You just 
have to respect the viewpoint 
of this paper to no end and 
although 1 have been asked 
to write for som e other pa­
pers, I'm still here and proud 
of it.

During the last year, I 
mentioned the controversy in 
our h o m e  caused by a certain 
washing machine and tried to 
keep our n e w  washer out of 
the picture. Before I tell you 
what that washer is 1 would 
like to thank the several hun­
dred readers w h o  sent m e  an

r  Gagnon
\ APPLIANCE
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email asking the n a m e  brand. 
You have m a d e  m e  feel very 
important in providing you 
with information that makes 
you a smarter consumer. To 
all those folks w h o  com e to 
the local h o m e  improvement 
shows and introduce them­
selves and mention this col­
umn, you give this column a 
serious consequence.

M a n y  of you remember 
the days I owned an appli­
ance store and sold a ton of 
Maytag washers for man y 
years. In those days I gave 
away a commitment of a free 
five-year warranty on those 
products, and trust me, it 
didn’t hurt m y  bottom line at 
all. In essence, they m a d e  the 
best washer in the industry 
at that time and today even- 
service technician in A m e r ­

ica would tell you that is not 
the case today.
N e w  washer

Let m e  inject an email I 
received from Debra in Ply­
mouth w h o  makes a solid 
case for the clothes washer 
in our laundry room today.

Debra writes: "Just read 
your column in the Observer 
about Speed Queen and their 
five-year warranty'. I recent­
ly had to say good-bye to m y  
27-year-old Maytag washer 
and began the arduous task 
of looking for a replacement. 
The more research online 
that I did and the more I 
spoke with various salespeo­
ple. the more despondent I 
became that I would not find 
a washing machine like I was 
used to using. I kept hearing 
about "high efficiency” cou­
pled with complaints about 
water levels and clothes 
needing two or three rinse 
cycles to get all of the soap 
residue out. about h o w  they 
"don't mak e them like they

used to,” and that the n e w  
models only last (if you’re 
lucky) about eight to 10 
years. About locking lids and 
fancy digital displays (more 
to go wrong).

“I didn’t kno w what to do! 
Then I spoke with a very 
knowledgeable salesman at a 
certain store who showed m e  
a Speed Queen washer. Sim­
ple to use, a large enough tub 
for m y  needs and one of the 
last machines “m a d e  like 
they used to.” I was sold! I 
love m y  n ew Speed Queen! I 
encourage anyone w h o  is in 
the market for a n e w  wash­
ing machine to consider a 
Speed Queen. But get them 
while you can before govern­
ment regulations force them 
to change like all the others. 
After all, the bottom line is 
clean clothes and m y  n ew 
washer does just that with a 
minimal of fuss.”
Keeping it ethical

Now, doesn’t Debra's 
email hit the message right

on the nose? One final note 
that makes this column all 
above board. Speed Queen 
does not advertise on radio 
or television, and their qual­
ity' of manufacturing doesn’t 
require that they do so. Their 
recent announcement that 
their products carry a five- 
year full warranty' shows 
their confidence in their 
products.

Speed Queen does not 
spend a penny with Joe Gag­
non and apparently they do 
not kno w m y  stand on ethics. 
Their sales manager sent m e  
an email to inform m e  that 
m y  recent purchase was for 
free. I have not replied to 
him and will tell you that I 
paid full retail price for the 
Speed Queen. I think I’ll just 
let him believe he gave it to 
m e  and keep it between you 
and me. Stay tuned.
Joe Gagnon can be heard at 8 ajn.. 
Saturday? on WAAM 1600. You can 
e-mail your problems and questions 
on appliances to appldrQtwmi.rr.com



Church quilt group welcomes your sewing skills
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S U B M I T T E D
Jean Coleman finishes r a w  edges of o ne of m a n y  quilts that 
volunteers piece together, s e w  and send to Lutheran World 
Relief from Timothy Lutheran Church in Livonia.

r

S U B M I T T E D
Merlin Knagg (left) and Janet Coleman s h o w  one of the 
completed quilts.

By Sharon Dargay

Volunteers at Timothy 
Lutheran Church in Livo­
nia are busy making 
quilts for charity. They’ve 
sewn approximately 30 
quilts this year —  and 
they plan to make more —  
but could use a few more 
hands to help out.

“They can just show 
up." said Sharon Streb- 
bing, volunteer, explain­
ing how to get involved in 
the project. “It’s not just 
sewing, we still need 
people to iron. Or people 
who might like to rede­
sign the patterns."

The church received a 
donation of fabric sample 
squares which volunteers 
piece together to create a 
variety of patterns for 
each quilt top. Batting 
and a muslin cotton for

the backing complete 
each coverlet.

The church donates 
them to veterans, the 
homeless, and Lutheran 
World Relief. In 2013, 
Lutheran World Relief 
sent $14.3 million worth 
of quilts to people in 21 
countries.

Thrivent for Luther­
ans gave the Timothy 
Lutheran Church group 
$250 to buy supplies for 
their quilts. Volunteers 
held two “sewing bees" in 
January, and meet from 
2-4 p.m. Thursday, at the 
church, 8820 Wayne 
Road, Livonia.

"This is an on-going 
project we work on every 
Thursday afternoon at 
the church," said Jean 
Coleman, volunteer.

W h y  quilts?
“They’re warm,” Cole­

m an said. “What’s so 
amazing is some people 
use them as shelters.

They put them up as 
tents.

"We make quilts for 
safe houses and they give 
one to every child. It’s 
war m and it’s something 
that belongs to them. This 
is what they can wrap 
themselves up in. It’s 
comforting.

"Besides doing this, we 
also did prayer quilts for 
our church. One went to a 
lady who had stage four 
cancer. W e  made a quilt 
and had it blessed. I took 
it to her,” Coleman said. 
"When she saw it she 
started crying. She said 
•you took the time to 
make this from love."’

Coleman likes the idea 
that the volunteers recy­
cle the donated fabric 
swatches into quilts. Oth­
er scraps and fabric odds 
and ends go to a volunteer 
who makes items for the 
Michigan Humane Soci­
ety.

"We’re recycling lot of 
things. All of these pieces 
have not ended up in 
landfills," Coleman said.

For more information 
about Timothy Lutheran 
Church quilting sessions, 
call 734-427-2290.

A r t h r i t i s  T o d a y
J ose ph J. W eiss, M.D. 

R h e u m a t o l o g y
18829 Farmington Road Livonia, Michigan 48152 Phone: (248) 478-7860

T H E  R I G H T  D O S E
It is m e d i c a l  c o m m o n s e n s e  for p h y s i c i a n s  to  p r e s c r i b e  t he  least 

a m o u n t  of  m e d i c i n e  n e e d e d  for a  patient’s  care. H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  
a  p h y s i c i a n  treats a  p e r s o n  o v e r  a g e  7 0  for a n  arthritic condition, 
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  c or re ct  d o s a g e  b e c o m e s  difficult.

C o n s i d e r  a  m a n  a g e  7 5  w h o  t a k e s  E n b r e l  for his r h e u m a t o i d  
arthritis a n d  w h o  c o m e s  to t h e  d o c t o r  not in g  i n c r e a s e d  stiffness in 
t h e  m o r n i n g  that d o e s  n o t  c le ar  t h r o u g h  t h e  day .  T h e  d o c t o r  h a s  to 
d e c i d e  if t h e  patient's r h e u m a t o i d  arthritis is flaring, if t h e  patient, 
wit h  age .  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  osteoarthritis, o r  if t h e  patient, wit h  a g e .  is 
n o t  sufficiently active.

If a  flare of  r h e u m a t o i d  arthritis is t h e  root c a u s e  of  t h e  arthritic 
c o m p l a i n t s ,  m o r e  m e d i c i n e  is in order. If t h e  patient h a s  d e v e l o p e d  
osteoarthritis of  t h e  k n e e s ,  k e e p i n g  m e d i c a t i o n  t h e  s a m e  a n d  
injecting a  painful k n e e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  c h o i c e .  If t h e  n e w  
p a i n  s t e m s  f r o m  insufficient exercise, t he  d o c t o r  n e e d s  to o b t a i n  
details of  h o w  t h e  patient s p e n d s  his day .  a n d  s u g g e s t  w a y s  that 
reg ul ar  e x e r c i s e  c o u l d  o v e r c o m e  t h e  inertia that h a s  set in.

N o n e  of t h e s e  alternatives settles t h e  p r o b l e m  b y  giving t he  
patient m e d i c a t i o n  for pain. T h e  a c h i n g  h a s  a  c a u s e  a n d  t he  
p h y s i c i a n  n e e d s  to  t a k e  a  p a t h  that a d d r e s s e s  that c a u s e .

A  p h y s i c i a n  t a k e s  t h e  s a m e  a p p r o a c h  wit h  night pain. H a v i n g  a  
patient t a k e  a  “p a i n  pill" b e f o r e  b e d  t i m e  is d a n g e r o u s .  If t h e  patient 
ari se s  to g o  to  t h e  b a t h r o o m  in t h e  m i d d l e  of  t he  night, t h e  risk is 
g r e a t  of  a n  u n s t e a d y  gait. P h y s i c i a n s  l o o k  for t he  c a u s e  of  pain, n ot  
s e e k  w a y s  to  m a s k  it
^  _____________________________________________  LDOOOOJM54J V

Playwrights star at Two Muses festival

P H O T O  B Y  JULIE Y O L L E S ,  S O C I A L  S C E N E  C O L U M N I S T
Farmington Hills residents Colleen Roberts (left) and Monique 
Butler, M.D., chief medical officer at D M C  Sinai Grace Hospital, 
and W e s t  Bloomfield resident Tracy Roberts attend a special 
reception and private screening of "Fifty Shades of Grey" at 
the Emagine Theatre Royal Oak. The screening benefited the 
American Heart Association. Butler w a s  the special guest at a 
panel discussion prior to the movie premiere.

bile all eyes will 
be on the red 
carpet Sunday, 

Feb. 22 for the Academy 
Awards, local venues are 
rolling out their red car­
pets for star-studded 
events. Take the Emagine 
Theatre Royal Oak last 
week, where plenty of 
handsome studs —  or 
should we say Emagine’s 
M e n  in Grey —  came out 
to support the American 
Heart Association with a 
special screening of Fifty 
Shades of Grey and a pan­
el discussion featuring 
D M C  Sinai Grace Hospi­
tal Chief Medical Officer 
Monique Butler, M.D., a 
Farmington Hills resi­
dent. The Girls’ Night 
Out included cocktails, 
appetizers, handsome 
m e n  and, of course, pop­
corn. It’s been a busy 
couple of weeks for the 
American Heart Associa­
tion, which held its annu­
al Go Red for W o m e n  
Luncheon Feb. 6 at the

Julie

Yolle*
I I  SOCIAL
I J O ' C i  SCENE

Detroit Marriott.
Theatre Oscars

Before hunkering 
down to a night at the 
Oscars, catch the last day 
of the W o m e n ’s Playwrit­
ing Fest at Two Muses 
Theatre in West Bloom­
field. The three-day 
event stages new short 
plays, written and direct­
ed by women. The final 
show is 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 22, at the Two Muses 
Theatre, located inside 
Barnes &  Noble, 6800 
Orchard Lake Road, West 
Bloomfield. Awards will 
go to Best Actor, Best 
Director and Best Play. 
Following the Fest, audi­
ence members are in­
vited to an industry panel 
Q & A  on H o w  To Break

into the Biz of Theatre. 
General admission 
tickets (which includes 
the performances and 
industry panel discus­
sion) are $10 at the door, 
www.twomusestheatre-

.org.
Contact Julie Yollesat 
5ocial5cenejulie@gmail.com or 
leave a message at 
248-642-9465.

mKmmmtmmmmma

Guide to
Help Wanted - General

AUTO MECHANIC
Musi De experemced

A  &  J Collision 
24680 Telegraph, Southfield 

248-352-4766

AUT O  PARTS
SORTING &  INSPECT ING
EstaWished Co. in Brighton 
Is seeking quick learners 
SlOhr No  exp. needed 
Paid warning provided. 
Must have o wn  vehicle.

Call Mon-Fri. btwn.9-3pm. 
810-229-6053

CAFETERIA WORKER
Part-Time Mon-Fri 10-2. 

Novi. SlOrtv. Email work exp. 
jobpostingnoviSyahoo com 

248-596-6086

CARING STAFF
to provide community based 
training and activities during 
the day (or a gentieman with a 
disability Si 1.00 hr 

734-678-9595

A  C A R P E T  C L E A N I N G  
' ^ W T  T E C H S  &  

A S S I S T A N T S
Exp helpful. Musi have good 

dnving record &  be a We  1o pass 
drug lest « you have a great 
personality &  exc work elhtcs 
come jom our learn. W c  are 

looking lo hue at otx Westland. 
Troy &  Brighton locations.

Great pay 4  benefits. 
resumegearheadS11556 

gmall.com or 
call: 734-260-1645

City of Livonia
Assistant Branch 

Librarian
Police Officer

Police Service Aide
Superintendent of 
Parks &  Recreation

rtsnajwecsneai
wwwxl.livoniajnl.us

»  appfy in person a:

CLEANING OFFICES
tAx-Fn 6-9 JferxAB

810-227-162T

D I R E C T  CARE;
Slaftng Agency seeks caring 
s a r  o  asss: ans sLOpcrt 
n9ua£s to kve n  n s  homes 
as rdepwttway as passCfe 
9l asss£ng w 5h  recraEcn. 
dafy k m g  needs, trarspcrta- 
: e r « c C ' e r  e x e s  sevcei 
Fastens J n V a W e  r  Csrzx. 
Aesrjnc Area Contact 
734-722-4580 Ext *19

Drivers w/CDL
O v  At-rc&s*?

E a m S l  400-*«e».:
CcrcacJ rasa « 1 5 3 - ^

8S8-79&-4575

E m . p l o u m . e r v t
T o  place your a d  here con

C k e c k  o u t  t k e s e  exciting car e e r  op p o r t u n i t i e s !
For even m o r e  opportunities see our 
" award winning” classified section!

your a d  here contact us at c a r e e r s @ h o m e t o w n U f e . c o m  or call 1 - 8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

“1

Help Wanted - General

DRIVERS CDL-A
Solos. C O  &  O/Op s. N e w  
Openings! Round trip Dedicat­
ed Lane from Gray Court. SC  to 
Warren, Ml H o m e  2<lays/ wk.' 
Great Bonus Programs1 

8 5 5 - 2 0 0 - 3 6 7 1

Drivers: Drive Like a Champion. 
Penske Logistics hauling
freight! H o m e  Daily &  Regional 
No-Touch PosrtWs •S3000 
Sign-on Bonus •Excellent
Weekly Pay! -Plus. Monthly 
Bonus! • And. Brand N E W  
equipment' Class COL-A 18 
months exp 1-855-395-6630

DRIVERS
For Non-Emergency Medical 

Transportation. Full &  Part Time. 
25 &  up Chauffeurs License 
required Dean criminals 

drrving record. Random Drug 
Testing. Starting pay $8 50/hr 

Email Resume
info@sandiransportation com 

or call: 313-897-6200
^ 7 L ) T * A * s r o « T »

DRIVERS
Waste removal firm looking 
for CDL A  or 8  Drivers 

Full Benefits 
Accepting Applications 

Mon-Fn 8-5

TLC Waste 
28035 Beverly Rd. 
Romulus, Ml 48174

Driver
T O W  TRUCK 
DRIVERS

W e  a'e n ow  hiring 
fun & part-time DRIVERS. 
W e  offer competitrve pay 
a benefits. If you have 

exp you m ay  quality for a 
$ 1 0 0 0  Sign O n  Bonus.

^ W E S T L A N D  C A R  C A R E  
Piease can 734-722-7100

ENTRY LEVEL
DADCO. Inc., the global 
leader m  nitrogen gas 
spring technology, is grow- 
mg- W e  are looking lor de- 
pewjabie. bnght m a n u a l s  
wtth a strong work ethic to 
traJi for ful-Dme. day-sh.1l 
posibons Job responsibile 
jesmciude part quakty in­
spection. suo and compete 
product assembly buid. fi- 
r »  mspeebon and

•earners w c >  a  rngh school 
ciptma. tecrnaal aptitude, 
and ® c n g  a ae ru r  to be­
ta! C o m e  and w o k  wtti 
a *  talented team m  ox

n g  tael?/ W e  m i  o T o  
yc*j trarwig. cc*T©etjtr»t 
wages, aro benefss. ccdutd- 
n g A O i O d  E06.

Email resumes to.
t^i^»*«Q y^6 ya ho ox oc iD A O C O
W A R E H O U S E

Full-TimeErtv Lew egaeog fcr 
DeSnwy Dnv-r.Sippe^ 4  
Ffccermg. VLst fas* dean 
anreg r o a  W »  TttR seneteDatfsnehtvs 
C a *  526-543-2313

Help V/anted - General

SUMMER HELP
Parents, will your students 
be returning home Irom col­
lege this summer and need 
a temporary job? Students 
are you looking for som e  ex­
tra cash this summer’ I! 
so, DAD CO  is an innovative 
manufacturing company lo­
cated In Plymouth, Ml and 
w e  are seeking conscien­
tious, dependable students, 
at least 18 years of age, for 
temporary summer work in 
our state-of-the-art facility. 
Positions are available M on ­
day through Friday 
6 30am-4 0 0 p m  In our As­
sembly. Machining. Milling 
and Polishing Departments 
No  experience is necessary 
- w e  will train. Please, only 
students apply. EOE 

Email resumes to: 
taw6dadco.net 

Pease reference “S u m m e r  
Work" in the subject line.
O A J D C O

berera

s U N s e r

INSPIRED B Y  F L A V O R
S u n s e t  P r o d u c e ,

North America s 
leading grower/marketer 
of gourmet greenhouse 
vegetables located 
m  Uvoma. Ml., 

is hiring for the following:

• S T A N D - U P  
H I - L O  O P E R A T O R S  
• R E A C H  T R U C K  

O P E R A T O R S  
• E L E C T R I C  
R I D E R - J A C K  
O P E R A T O R S

If you have a strong sense 
of responsbity and like a 
fast paced environment, 

this position 
offers opportunities 

for sta&lity and growth

Position Requirements
-High School Diptoma 
-1 yr current experience 
on stand-up equipment 
-Possess a  va«J Driver 
License O R  State ID A ND  
recent vision exam 
-Must pass internal ra-b 
Of fXMi

-Proficiency m  use of 
Ergfoh language with 
acuity to cnmmtncaie 
effeebvefy 4 crofesscrafJy

Working Conditions
- E n m r m e n t  indudes 
an exparsv* refrigerated 
waretcuse where tre 
temperatixB sta ge s  
70 degrees F  arxd 
cecastnafy down to 
55 degrees
-Must be casabie of fcfarg 
ix 1 30 es

TTis cc&tcn erters 
tne ngrt carooxe 
a ccr-jectn* salary.

aroWbeoettx
Please call for 

m o r e  information: 
734 34 3. 03 87  

or email 
H i l o H R ©

s u s n e t g r c w m x o m

Help V/anted - General

J A N I T O R I A L  
C L E A N I N G  P O S m O N S
Wno m.  Howell, Novi area. 

Starting pay at S8.15 
Pease fill out online 

application at
www.usservlco.com 

or fax resume: 
248-926-9595

U  S. SIBVICO. INC

JOB FAIR
Howard Temes 
Packaging Co. 
Expenenced

P A C K A G E R S  
A N D  I N S P E C T O R S  

N E E D E D
Join us for our 
on-site Job Fair! 
Meet directly with 
Workbox Staffing 
representatives for 

Immediate consideration.

9am -1 1a m  
Feb. 1 8 -Wed.
Feb. 19-Thurs.

700 Manufacturers Dr 
Westland. Ml 48186

W O R K b O X
734-284-2121 

w w w  workboxstaffing c om  
EOE

M A I N T E N A N C E
S U P E R V I S O R

£incofnsf)ire
Lmcdnshife Village 

Apartments is currently 
seeking an exp'd Full-Time 
Maintenance Supervisor 
The candidate must be 

exp’d to unit turns, basic 
plumbing 4  have toe ability 
to lead others Proficient 

technical skins required m d  
but are not United to 
carpentry, appliances 
plumbing, electrical. 4 

drywall repair 
W/AC certifcaten a  req

Qua'ifed candidates 
fax resume- 989-953-4830

K M G  Prestge is an 
Equa Opportunfy Employer

M A I N T E N A N C E  T E C H
FtiHime. Wixcm town rone 
communty Must rave 2  yrs 
nuib-famfly exp In WAC .  
cAimbog. electncai. carpen­
try. srow plow truck drwig 
SMB .  w/ciear drmng recced, 
drug test, background check. 
Benefits tor the emptoyee 
E OE  Ema! ntro 

r e a m e  4  wags reaiest 
rt>G0erC3C3€ao< com

MECHANIC/PM
tiasx removal f m  
tor truck oecraikc/cm 

Fii berefts

Acc«$crg feoxa'ers 
Mon-fr, 8-5

TIC Waste 
23C35 B e w t y  R d  
Rankus. MI 42174

Help Wanted - General

MANUFACTURING
Contract manulacturer 

of powder 4  liquid laundry 
4  dish detergent tocated 
in Wlxom Ml is seeking 
individuals to fill the 
following positions:

Line Operator
Full Time for 1st. Shift in Pro­
duction. This position re­
quires 4. years of experi­
ence 4  a High School Diplo­
ma. The individual must 
have proven experience 
maintaining high speed 
packaging equipmenl. in­
cluding but not limited to car­
ton formers, conveyors, 
case-packers, hot melt glue 
systems, fillers, check- 
weigher scales and the abili­
ty to perform line change- 
overs. The qualified candi­
date will need lo possess a 
proven ability to train and di­
rect other employees associ­
ated with running produc­
tion on the line

Yard Switcher/ 
Tractor-Trailer/ 
Forklift Operator

FuH-Time for 2nd. Shift In 
the Warehouse This posi­
tion requires I year previous 
Hi Lo Expenence. Michigan 
Drivers License and a Michi­
gan Commercial Dover Li­
cense ICOO-Group A and ba­
sic computer skills with a 
good attendance record Re­
sponsible for (but not limited 
to) the storage, tracking, re­
ceiving. and delivering of 
raw materials, components, 
and finished product Oper­
ate yard truck to move trail­
ers within the Korex proper­
ty and tractor/trailer be­
tween Korex. Annex, and out­
side wareliouse

Please fax resume Ur.
HR  Dept, 248-624-0506 

or email to:
dlanrv9nOkorex-us.com H&nrx̂  —

PERSONAL
ASSISTANT

Brighton. Milford, Novi, 
wailed Lake. W i x o t .
A m  Artwr/YpsBnti, 

Norttmle areas Rewarding 
Positions serving persons 
w nh  special needs in their 
homes ct to group homes 
Must be 18 Paid training

Tpsitantl/Ann Arbor 
734-239-9015 or email: 
glengarryOquestserv.org 

N e w  Hudson: 
248-437-7535 or email: 
trelawraerOquestsm org 
South Lywt 248-573-5023

B E A C H  M O R E
potential employee*
wit h  a a  0 6 E  M e d i a

■ E C R i r r v c a T  p a c x a c c ’
1 - 8 0 0 * 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

Help Wanted - General

PRODUCTION 
MIG W E L D E R  

1st SHIFT
Manufacturing firm in Livonia 
is seeking a motivated, expe­
rienced Production Mig Weld­
er to join our team.

This position could require 
overtime as necessary W e  
offer a  comprehensive bene­
fit package including health, 
dental, paid holidays and va­
cation.

Please email cover letter with 
salary requirements 
and resume to: 

ocfcsumcQhometrwrtife com 
Reference Box 6011

REAL ESTATE 
SALES

OPPORTUNITY
work with

Michigan's H1 
R E A L T O R  

Real Estate One
Earn High

Commission income 
Rapidly Expanding
Real Estate Market 
Start Earning 

Commissions Right Away 
•Ow n  Your O wn  Practice 
•Be Your O w n  Boss 
•Work Your Schedule 
•You Determine Your Income 
•Bonus Programs 
•HeaKMjfe/Oisabllity/ 
Retirement
•Full Time Support Staff

P AT  RYAN. REALTOR 
(734) 591-9200 

PatRyanM 
RealEstateOne.com

SALES
ENGINEER

Tier-One Automotive Supph- 
er located to the Western 
Suburbs of Detrort. with a 
complete support staff o  
seeking a Sates Engineer to 
work on n ew  opportunities 
and increasing our sates 
with the Automotive Compa-

Our goal is to add business 
m  additional areas not pres-

W e  offer a  competrbve sal­
ary. comprehent/ve benefit 
p a y * *  paid rrfxdays and 
vacation.

Please emai cover tetter wtfi 
salary requrements 
and resume la

Reference Box 6010

X Cferical

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
CLERK/

VEHICLE BILLER
f-js-Tme Dealer

| bJtnVtran
Errad nsurra la

Help W a n t e d - 
Olfice Clerical

B O O K K E E P E R /
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E

A S S I S T A N T
Well organised full-time 

Bookkeeper/ 
Administrative Assistant 

Payroll, bank reconciliation, 
accounts payable 4  receiva­
ble. necessary tax reports Ad­
ditional administrative duties 
include releasing Incoming or­
ders, answering phono, mail, 
filing, and other duties as as­
signed Detailed organiratkm- 
al skills and mutti-tasking. 

Working knowledge of 
QmckSooks Pro. Access. 
Excel. Word and Outlook. 

Send Cover letter, resume 
and salary requirements toROCK/

Tool a n d  M a c h i n e
j o b s @ r o c k t o o l . c o m

CLERICAL, Full-Time for 
mufti-fask real estate office 
in Rosedate Park. Resume 

fromdesk6remsrealestate.com

LEGAL
SECRETARY

Wanted lor high volume 
fast paced Lalhrup Village 
law firm Applicant must 
have some knowledge of 
workers' compensation as 
well as being familiar with 
Microsoft Word, Outlook 4 
Needles

Position is permanenL full 
time with salary 4  benefits

Please respond to: 
bprctznow® 

lawfirmofbernstein.com

OFFICE MANAGER
For a busy private 

family practice office 
in South Lyon.
Prior medical 

a nd  m a n a g e m e n t  
experience required. 
2 * ^  F a m i l v ^ D o c a  

Fax r e s u m e  to: 
248-437-5694

Payroll Assistant
Fiii-Time at Michigan Health­
care ProfessionaS Perform 
payroll processing 4  track 
benefits accuratefy and bme- 
»/ Have general knor/edpe 
of oedurttfis and payroo tax­
es Capabte of worion, with 
anfifcrXal personnel toes 

Gereral math Ekite 4  
data entry exp are req.

Resume 4  cover tetter to. 
dhurrerv6MKPdoclor.com 

Visrt us at
wwwxnhpdoctorxom

Help Wanted • Dectal

Dental Assistant
FULL-TIME

in Lwxa'Deartcm c**«es Pay to commenanM

Dental Operations ManagerPragresav* dertai gnxg

Help Wanted - Medical

Maintenance
Caretel Inns of 

Brighton, a Skilled 
Nursing a n d  Reh ab  

Facility, h a s  an  
opening for a

MAINTENANCE
DIRECTOR

This position will over­
see ail aspects of inter­
nal a nd  external building 
maintenance &  grounds 
care at our state-of-the- 
art facility. Mus t  have ex ­
perience in a  superviso­
ry capacity In a  mainte­
nance related position 
Mus t  be knowledgeable 
of electrical, plumbing, 
construction, remodeling. 
Mus t  be knowledgeable 
in building codes and 
safety regulations

Apply In person at  
1014 L  Grand River Ave 

Brighton Ml  
Or email resume to: 

hrcaretelbrighton® 
gmail.com1 Caretel.Imm, Hint***

MEDICAL
RECEPTIONIST

Full-Time position lor busy 
medical office In 
Wesl Bloomfield 
Experience helpful 

Fax resume Attn Andrea 
248-851-0421

NURSING HOME 
ADMINISTRATOR

A  101 bed faalrty located in 
Miiford Ml. has an opportuni­
ty for an experienced Nursing 
Hom e  AdrrunBtrator General 
Oua'ificaiwns Include: Cur­
rent Michigan License, ablity 
to demonstrate stoHs and ex­
perience related to financial 
management. pOrvang. quali­
ty improvement, and regulato­
ry knowledge The successfU 
canddate w d  join an experi­
enced mrerdiscipWiary team 

A  comprehenwe beneM
package a  offered.

Please send resume 
In confidence tor 

adminposrtion@ 
peplinskjgroup.com

Food - Beverage

BREAKFAST COOK
Three Brothers Restaurant 

Part cr Ft«-Tme 
Leader m  the totohem who 

d e s x M  to beccme a  manager

cxespai9556gmaiM*Tv 
or ca\ Ora f7Z4; 233-5961

COOKS
E/PERiEKCEO

krxredate Octerwvgs 
zt fe3/jf J  AMxtted 

L * r g F a » f / i n  Westterid 
Berests avafatte

Help Wanted - Medical

W E ’RE GROWING!
Immediate Openings for 

Full and Part Tlmel

REGISTERED
NURSE

Full &  Pari Time 
2 n d  &  3rd Shift

W e  are looking for R N ’s 
that love wha t  they do, 

a nd  w h o  will not 
compromise w h e n  it 

c o m e s  to providing the 
highest quality of care 
and kindness. Long 
T e r m  Care/ Skilled 
Nursing experience 

preferred. Ml  R N  license 
required.

CERTIFIED NURSE 
ASSISTANT

Full Time, All Shiftsl
This position is 

responsible for assisting 
residents with the 

activities of daily living. 
Certification preferred, 
or mus t  be eligible for 
certification within 

4 months.

GUEST
ASSISTANTS

Part T l m o  Ope ni ng s  for 
2 n d  &  3rd Shift 

Full Time, 3rd Shift
Responsibilities Include 
providing daily personal 
care, mea l  service, light 

housekeeping, and 
social Interaction.

If y ou  are passionate 
about providing caro 
a n d  assistance to the 
elderly, our facilities 
provide a beautiful 

environment In which 
to work.

Apply in person at
1014 E. Grand River Ave 

Brighton Ml
Or email resume to

hrcarotelbrlghton®
gmall.com6; Caretel.

You'! Want to Y/orV Here!

Food - Beverage

DINING R O O M  
SERVERS

Exp'd. Immediate Opening:

Benefit* arattabte
Pleate fax return* la 

(248)350-9083

: ry  '
• Servers • C o o k s  

•Hosts • Dishwashers
Pitx* •") cerstfi 

Mcrv-Frt from 11 a m - ' e m



Therapy Choirs of Michigan 
sets annual Capitol Concert

The Therapy Choirs of 
Michigan (TCM) is gear­
ing up for two of its m a ­
jor annual concerts, 
along with an open 
house.

The Farmington Hills- 
based organization, 
which brings individuals 
with developmental dis­
abilities together to sing, 
will hold an open house 
for a start-up therapy 
choir in Brighton, 3-3:45 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28, at 
2/42 Community Center, 
7526 West Grand River

Ave., Brighton. T C M  will 
demonstrate what it does 
and will offer informa­
tion about scheduling, 
funding and h ow to sign 
up. The choir is open to 
special needs individuals.

T C M ’s 17th annual 
Capitol Concert is set for 
noon to 1 p.m., Wednes­
day, March 4, in the Capi­
tol building, 100 North 
Capitol Ave., Lansing; 
517-373-0184. The concert 
marks Choir Therapy 
Awareness Wee k in 
Michigan, which is the

first week of March. 
Performers will include 
The Original Therapy 
Choir, The M O R C  Sing­
ers, The Livingston 
County Area Youth Sing­
ers and Volunteer Voices, 
conducted by T C M  foun­
der and director, Len 
McCulloch. Sherry Can­
trell will serve as master 
of ceremonies. Admis­
sion is free, but goodwill 
donations will be accept­
ed.

T C M  also will sing at 
noon, Sunday, March 22,

at the Carnival of Care, 
an annual event that 
celebrates rehabilitation. 
It will be held at the Sub­
urban Collection Show- 
place, 46100 Grand River 
Ave., Novi. The event is 
free. T C M  also will staff 
a booth with information 
about choir therapy.

For information about 
Therapy Choirs of Michi­
gan, call Len McCulloch 
at 248-476-9329 or Sherry 
Cantrell at 248-435-7031. 
Visit its website at 
therapychoirs.org.

John and Lenore (Ar­
reola) Ambrozaitis of 
Farmington Hills will 
mark their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Feb. 27. 
They were married in 
1965 at Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church in De­
troit.

Their children are 
Alex Ambrozaitis of Tex­
as, Erik Ambrozaitis of 
Rochester Hills, Ryan 
Ambrozaitis of Farming- 
ton Hills, Stase Wendland 
of Canton. They also have 
seven grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchil­
dren.

John retired from the 
Cadillac Division of Gen­
eral Motors after 30 
years as hi-lo driver.

A N N I V E R S A R Y

S U B M I T T E D
John a nd Lenore Ambrozaitis 
of Farmington Hills

Lenore is a retired school 
lunch room aide.

John enjoys painting 
houses and doing various

S U B M I T T E D
John and Lenore Ambrozaitis 
of Farmington Hills on their 
wedd i n g  day in 1965

kinds of handiwork. Le­
nore loves to cook for 
others. Together they

have volunteered at vari­
ous schools, churches, 
and for St. Vincent De  
Paul.

They built a home in 
Houghton Lake where 
they lived from 1998 to 
2013. They have relo­
cated to Farmington Hills 
to spend more time with 
their family. The couple 
traveled over the years 
throughout the United 
States, including trips to 
Yellowstone, Mt. Rush- 
more, Washington D.C., 
Arizona, Texas, Kentucky 
and N e w  York City.

They plan to renew 
their wedding vows at St. 
Gerald Catholic Church 
in Farmington and take a 
trip to West Virginia.

BIRTH

S U B M I T T E D

E N G A G E M E N T

Julia Nicolette Kramer

JULIA NICOLETTE 
KRAMER

Julia Nicolette Kra­
mer was b o m  Jan. 21, 
2015 at St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital, Livonia.

She joins her parents,

Joel and Katie Kramer, 
and sister, Rose, 3, at 
home in Livonia.

Proud grandparents 
are Katherine and Rich­
ard Brown of Livonia 
and Dennis and Diane 
Kramer of Troy.

RUIS-GRAHAM
Kristina Nicole Ruis 

and Joshua Thomas Gra­
h am announce their en­
gagement.

The bride-to-be, 
daughter of Barb and 
Randy Ruis of Grand- 
ville, is a 2007 graduate 
of Grandville High 
School. She earned a 
bachelors degree in m u ­
sic performance and 
music education in 2011 
from Central Michigan 
University, Mt. Pleasant, 
and a masters degree in 
music performance in 
2014 from Indiana Uni­
versity, Bloomington, 
Ind. She performs for 
local symphonies.

Her fianc6, son of 
Janene and Greg Gra­
h am of Livonia, is a 2007 
Churchill High School 
graduate. H e  earned a 
bachelors degree in m u ­
sic in 2011 from Central 
Michigan University and 
a masters degree in m u ­
sic performance in 2013 
from the University of

S U B M I T T E D
Kristina Nicole Ruis and 
Joshua T h o m a s  G raham

Michigan, Ann Arbor. He 
teaches students and 
ensembles in a home 
studio and at local 
schools. H e  plans to pur­
sue doctorate studies in 
fall 2015.

A  June 2015 wedding 
is planned. The cere­
mon y will take place in 
the bride’s grandmoth­
er’s church in Grand 
Rapids, with the groom’s 
cousin officiating. The 
couple plans to honey­
moon in France.

G A R D E N  &  N A T U R E  
C A L E N D A R

Send material for the Garden 
&  Nature Calendar to Sharon 
Dargay, sdargay@home- 
townlife.com.

Livonia Garden 
Club
Chris Lipinski, a Master Gar­
dener, environmental consult­
ant and co-chair of the Birds, 
Bees &  Butterflies Committee, 
will talk about raising bees for 
pollination, 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 3, at the Civic Park 
Senior Center, 15218 Farming- 
ton Road, Livonia. Lipinski 
also will identify the native 
plants that attract friendly 
pollinators, Mason bees. 
Visitors are welcome; livonia- 
gardenclub.org

Holliday Nature 
Preserve
Celebrate spring with a guid­
ed walk noon Saturday,
March 21, starting at the 
preserve’s Hix entrance on Hix 
Road, north of Warren Road, 
in Westland. The walk is free.

Master Gardeners
Master Gardeners of Western 
Wayne County wraps up its 
series of Tuesday night classes 
7-8 p.m, Feb. 24, at the Wayne 
County Extension Office. 5454 
Venoy, Wayne. Kevin Collins, 
garden center manager at Ray 
Hunter Flower &  Garden 
Center in Southgate, will talk 
about hydrangeas. Cost is $10. 
To register, email 
mgwwcorgOgmailcom

Educational
conference
Tickets are available for the 
Master Gardener of Oakland 
County third annual Educa­
tional Garden Conference, 
“Gardening and All That Jazz 
- Innovation and Sustainabil­

ity For Your Garden." Early 
bird tickets are $70, $80 after 
March 14. The event runs 8 
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. April 25 at 
the Oakland Schools Confer­
ence Center, 2111 Pontiac Lake 
Road, Waterford. It will 
include a garden market, 
presentations by Will Allen, 
CEO of Growing Power; 
Matthew Benson, photog­
rapher, writer and organic 
farmer; and Kerry A nn M e n ­
dez, w h o  teaches low-mainte­
nance perennial gardening. 
Entertainment by Kerry Price 
and The Dave Bennett Quar­
tet. Pay online or download a 
form for mailing. Visit mgso- 
c.org. N o  registration at the 
door.

English Gardens
» Learn about fresh flower 
arranging, 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 28, at the Dearborn 
Heights, Royal Oak and West 
Bloomfield stores. Free 
» Create a "Zen Artistry" fresh 
flower arrangement to take 
home, 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 28, at the Dearborn 
Heights, Royal Oak and West 
Bloomfield stores. Fee is 
$29.99. Sign up at english- 
gardens.com.
» Learn the A BC’s of growing 
herbs. 1 p.m. Saturday. March 
7. Free
» M a k e  a kitchen herb garden 
to take home, 2:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 7. Cost is 
$24 99. Sign up in the store or 
online at englishgardens.com. 
Classes are held at all stores 
unless noted. Area stores are 
at 155 N. Maple. Ann Arbor. 
734-332-7900; 22650 Ford 
Road in Dearborn Heights, 
313-278-4433; 4901 Coolidge 
Highway. Royal Oak. 248-280- 
9500; and 6370 Orchard Lake 
Road. West Bloomfield; 248- 
851-7506.

Trade Secrets fundraiser 
benefits JVS’ W o m e n  
to Work program

Melanie Bergeron, 
chair of Two M e n  and a 
Truck, will share her 
trade secrets of success 
at JVS’s 
7th annual 
TVade Se­
crets fund­
raiser 
March 18.

The
event is at 
6 p.m. at 
Knollwood 
Country 
Club, 5050 W. Maple, 
West Bloomfield. Pro­
ceeds will benefit the 
JVS W o m e n  to Work 
Program, which helps 
w o m e n  re-invigorate and 
re-invent themselves 
through career counsel­
ing, computer training 
and job search strate­
gies.

In her keynote ad­
dress, Bergeron will 
relate her family’s story, 
which mirrors that of 
many W o m e n  to Work 
participants. Divorce 
left her mother, Mary 
Ellen Sheets, scrambling 
to provide for her fam­
ily. Sheets launched a 
small moving business 
with an old green pickup 
truck left behind by her 
husband. As her busi­
ness steadily grew, she 
awarded the first fran­
chise to her daughter, 
Melanie Bergeron, who 
now serves as chair of 
the board of directors 
and has helped build the

company into an interna­
tional corporation with 
more than 1,900 trucks 
and 300 locations world­
wide.

W o m e n  to Work helps 
those who need immedi­
ate employment after 
drastic life changes, 
such as divorce or the 
death, disability or un­
employment of their 
spouse or partner. The 
program includes indi­
vidual and group sup­
port, job search assis­
tance, financial educa­
tion and other services 
to help participants over­
come challenges, build 
self-confidence and be­
come successfully e m ­
ployed.

“After completing the 
program, 85 percent of 
participants are e m ­
ployed or enrolled in 
further training or edu­
cation,” said Judy Rich­
mond, W o m e n  to Work 
coordinator. “The pro­
gram has changed the 
lives of thousands of 
w o m e n  and their chil­
dren, making a cross- 
generational difference 
for families throughout 
southeast Michigan."

Tickets are $150. For 
ticket and sponsorship 
information, visit 
www . j vs de t. o r g/tr a d e- 
secrets or contact Fran 
Victor, chief develop­
ment officer, at fvic- 
tor@jvsdet.org or 248- 
233-4290.
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ALTMAN,
A N N  L O U I S E

Of Eaton Rapids, Michigan 
(formerly of Brighton. 
Michigan), was bom March 14. 
1928 to Henry and Viva Ray. 
and passed away peacefully 
February 15. 2015 at age 86. 
Ann is preceded in death by her 
husband, Charles Altman Jr. and 
daughter. Susan (Altman) 
Merklc. Left to cherish her 
memory arc Roger and Kay lee 
Altman; son and daughter-in- 
law, Eaton Rapids. Ml.; Ronald 
R Merkle, son-in-law. Howell. 
MI; Justin Merkle. grandson. 
Tampa, Florida; Lauren (Roy) 
Alisoglu. granddaughter.
Mctamora, MI. Ann married 
Charles Altman in 1948 and was 
a loving wife for 65 years. Over 
the years Ann was an active 
member of the Hartland and then 
the New Hudson United 
Methodist Church. She was a 
caring woman with a kind heart. 
A Funeral Service celebrating 
Ann’s life will be at the New 
Hudson United Methodist 
Church on Saturday, March 14. 
2015 at 11:00 a.m. With a meal 
following. Donations can be 
made to the New Hudson United 
Methodist Church, 56730 Grand 
River Avenue, New Hudson. MI 
48165, (248) 437-6212, http://w 
tributes.com/obituary/show/Ann- 
Altman-102197840.

C R A M E R ,  B E T T Y  
C U N N I N G H A M

83, departed peacefully at home 
surrounded by family. February 
18. 2015. Bom in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. April 15, 1931 to 
Peter Alexander and Mary Dollar 
Cunningham. Beloved wife of 
the late Victor Russell Cramer. 
Jr. Loving mother of the late 
Victoria Ann Cramer. Preceded 
by the passing of her sister 
Eunice Cunningham Harrison. 
She is survived by her daughter. 
Deborah Lynne Myers and her 
husband, Michael: her devoted 
son, Mark Dollar Cramer and his 
wife, Kelly. Proud grandmother 
of six grandsons, Andy, Alex, 
Brandon, Jake, Eric, and Ian. 
Cherished great-grandmother to 
Riley, Ellie, Molly, and Logan. 
She graduated from Redford 
High School in 1948. Attended 
the University of Michigan and 
graduated from Wayne State 
University. Her retailing career 
spanned many decades and 
included LaSalle's in Toledo, 
Albert’s in Southfield and Work 
’N Gear in Westland. Family 
will receive visitors Tuesday, 
February 24 from 2-4 p.m. with a 
Memorial Service at 4 p.m. at 
Fred Wood Funeral Home, 
36100 Five Mile Rd., Livonia. In 
lieu of flowers, donations to 
Mercy Hospice would be greatly 
appreciated. Please visit the on­
line guestbook at 
www.fredwoodfucnralhome.com

K O R T E ,  A U G U S T  
"GU S"

Age 92. February 16, 
2015. Beloved husband 
of Doris for 54 years, 
dear father of Kenneth 

(Wendy), and cherished grandfa­
ther of Melissa and Jonathan. 
Gus was a proud veteran of 
W W H  and a member of 
American Legion Post 271 and 
V F W  Post 3941. He worked as a 
Meteorologist for N O A A  for 35 
years. A service with military 
funeral honors will be held at 
Great Lakes National Cemetery 
at a later date.
w w w . h a r T y j w i l l f u n c r a I h o m c . c o m

'May m e  

inenwiy of your

laved one...

...briny you peace.

REININK, 
B E R N A R D  E R W I N

Bernard Erwin Reinink Passed 
from this earth early Tuesday 
morning, February 17, 2015. 
Bemie was bom June 19. 1929, 
the eldest of four boys to John 
Reinink &  Vclzie (Corwin) 
Reinink Brown. He married his 
childhood sweetheart Helen 
(Watson) Reinink on February 
17, 1947, and she survives. In 
1968 Bemie and Helen and their 
family of 5 kids left the suburbs 
of Detroit for the country life 
and moved to the Irish Hills 
where in 1969 they began the 
business of Bemie’s Country 
Store on US 12.
Bemie was preceded in Death 
by: his father John, and mother 
Vclzie; his stepfather Raymond 
Brown; and his brother Ronald 
Reinink. of Stevensville, MI 
Bemie is survived by his wife of 
68 years. Helen (Watson) 
Reinink of Provincial House 
Adrian, and their five children 
and their families:
Son B. Rex and Susan Reinink 
of Tipton, MI and their two sons: 
Andrew (Michelle) Reinink of 
Ann Arbor, MI and Ford 
(Kristin) Rcinink of Grand 
Rapids, MI.
Son Barry and Candy Reinink of 
Brooklyn, MI and their three 
children: Barry (Colleen)
Reinink of Idaho and their 
daughter Anna. Bert Reinink of 
MI. and his children Dustin 
Reinink &  Savannah Reinink of 
Virginia. Sally (Tony) Vermilya 
of Brooklyn, MI.
Son Keith (Susie) Reinink and 
their daughter: Jenna Rcinink 
(Jeff Pyciak) of Manistee 
Michigan
Daughter Roxanne "Penny” 
Hclinski and her husband Terry 
Hclinski of Brooklyn, MI and 
their four children: Amanda
Hclinski of Brooklyn, MI and 
her son Gabc Hclinski. Clint 
Hclinski (Lori Mason) of Brook­
lyn. Ml. Tara (Joshua) Nance of 
AZ. and their daughters Cloie 
and Zoe.
Daughter Stacy Handy and her 
husband George Handy of 
Brooklyn, MI. and their two 
daughters: Laura (Phil) Wright 
of Cement City, MI. and their 
daughter Macy. Monica Handy 
of Brooklyn, MI and her daugh­
ter Mya.
Other survivors include Bemie’s 
two brothers: John “Jack"
(Marilyn nee Zschunkc) Rcinink 
of Westland, MI and their fami­
lies. Robert "Bobby" (Dora nee 
Snyder) Reinink of Garden City, 
MI and their families. Sistcr-in- 
Law: Lucille (nee Neibauer)
Reinink of Stevensville, Ml. and 
her families. Also survived by 
many relatives and friends who 
will cherish fond memories of 
Bemie in their hearts.
According to Bcmic's wishes he 
has donated his body to: The 
University of Michigan Medical 
School. A  private family memo­
rial service will be held at a later 
date. Memorial contributions are 
suggested to: Arbor Hospice. 
The University of Michigan 
Medical School or a charity of 
your choice. For a full obituary 
and offer your condolences to 
the family, please visit: 
www.PurseFuneralHomc.com

S C H M I T T ,  
M A R G A R E T  "PAT"

Age 88 of Sun City Center. 
Florida (formerly Livonia. 
Michigan) passed away on 
February 10, 2015. Beloved wife 
of the late Judge Marvin 
Schmitt; loving mother of 
Claudia (Clark) Doughty and 
John (Brenda) Schmitt; 
cherished grandmother of Brian 
(Sarah) Doughty and Christopher 
(Veronica) Doughty and proud 
great-grandmother of Rcasc 
Doughty. Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated March 7th, 12 Noon 
at Saint Anne Catholic Church, 
Ruskin, Florida.

S T E N R O S E ,  L E N A
February 16. 2015 Age 89. Wife 
of Edwin (deceased) and mother 
of Jerone (deceased) and David. 
Loving grandmother of Kenton, 
Devin, Kieth (deceased). 
Tammy, and Daniel, and four 
great-grandchildren. Loved by 
all who met her including a 
wonderful church family. 
Memorial Service to be held 
February 28, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Plymouth Church of Christ, 
9301 N. Sheldon Rd . Plymouth 
Please, in lieu of flowers, a 
contribution to the church for a 
living memorial to "Louise".
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Researchers create focused diabetes prevention
University of Michigan 

researchers have developed a 
n ew approach to type 2 diabe­
tes prevention that could keep 
more individuals from acquir­
ing the disease.

Their new “precision medi­
cine” model m a y  allow better 
targeting of drugs and life­
style changes to those who can 
benefit most.

Researchers looked at 17 
different health factors, in an 
effort to predict who stands to 
gain the most from a diabetes­
preventing drug, or from life­
style changes like weight loss 
and regular exercise. Seven of 
those factors turned out to 
matter most. They are fasting 
blood sugar, long-term blood 
sugar (A1C level), total tri­
glycerides, family history of 
high blood sugar, waist mea­
surement, height, and waist- 
to-hip ratio.

“Simply having pre-diabe­

tes is not every­
thing," said lead 
author Jeremy 
Sussman, M.D., 
M.S. “This real­
ly shows that 
within the realm 

Sussman of pre-diabetes 
there’s a lot of 

variation, and that we need to 
go beyond single risk factors 
and look holistically at who 
are the people in w h o m  a par­
ticular approach works best.” 
Sussman is an assistant pro­
fessor of general medicine at 
the U - M  Medical School and a 
research scientist at the V A  
Center for Clinical Manage­
ment Research.

The team developed and 
tested the model by analyzing 
data from more than 3,000 
people in the study, all of 
w h o m  had a high body mass 
index and abnormal results on 
two fasting blood sugar tests.

Most also had a family history 
of diabetes, and more than a 
third were African American 
or Latino - all known to be 
associated with higher risks of 
diabetes. In all, they looked at 
17 factors that together pre­
dicted a person’s risk of diabe­
tes —  and his or her chance of 
benefiting from diabetes­
preventing steps.

They developed a scoring 
scale using the clinical trial 
data, assigning points to each 
measure to calculate total 
score.

Fewer than one in 10 of trial 
participants who scored in the 
lowest quarter would develop 
diabetes in the next three 
years, while almost half of 
those in the top quarter would 
develop diabetes in that time.
Risks, benefits

“Our research has found 
that it is c o m m o n  that, al­

though the average benefit in 
a clinical trial might be m o d ­
erate, in reality those patients 
at high risk for a bad outcome 
get a lot of benefit, the aver­
age patient has modest chance 
of benefiting, and lower-risk 
patients may have little to no 
chance of benefiting, or are 
being harmed,” said co-author 
Rod Hayward, M.D, a profes­
sor of medicine and public 
health at U - M  and a senior 
research scientist at the V A  
Center for Clinical Manage­
ment Research.

The team found that met­
formin, a drug used to treat 
type 2 diabetes, benefited only 
the people who the model 
showed had the very highest 
risk of developing diabetes. 
But for them, it made a differ­
ence, bringing down their risk 
of the disease by 21 percent­
age points.

By  contrast, exercise and

weight loss, with encourage­
ment from a health coach, 
benefited everyone in the D P P  
study to some extent, the new 
model shows.

For the one-quarter of 
study participants who the 
model says had the highest 
risk of diabetes, this lifestyle 
intervention cut their chance 
of developing the disease by 
28 percentage points. For 
those who had the lower dia­
betes risk, this same intensive 
lifestyle change brought down 
their risk too - but only by 
five points.

The researchers hope to 
turn the new approach into a 
tool for doctors to use with 
patients w ho have “pre-diabe­
tes.” They also hope their 
approach could be used to 
develop similar precise pre­
diction models for other dis­
eases and treatments.

Balance class
St. Mary Mercy Livonia 

presents a free eight-week 
workshop for seniors, ages 60 
and older, called "A Matter of 
Balance,” 10 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday, beginning Feb. 25, 
in the St. Mary Mercy Livonia 
Wellness Center, 36475 Five 
Mile, Livonia. Participants will 
learn to view falls as control­
lable, set goals for increasing 
activity, make changes to re­
duce fall risk at home and 
exercise to increase strength 
and balance. To register, call 
734-655-1310
Blood drive

» 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 2, Providence 
Hospital Fisher Center Audi­
torium, 16001W. Nine Mile, 
Southfield. Sign up at 
redcrossblood.org and enter 
the code, P R O V S F L D  or call 
Abbie at 248-849-3067

» Garden City Hospital will 
host an American Red Cross 
Blood Drive, 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 26, in class­
rooms 1-4 in the Allen Breakie

Medical Office Building, locat­
ed on the hospital campus,
6245 Inkster Road, Garden 
City. Call 734-458-4259 to 
schedule an appointment. 
Walk-ins are welcome.
Childbirth Class

Learn about the stages of 
labor, managing discomfort, 
relaxation and breathing meth­
ods, the partner’s role in labor 
and delivery, medications and 
anesthesia, C-Section deliv­
eries and more, 7-9:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, March 11,18, 25 
And April 1, at Botsford Hospi­
tal, 28050 Grand River Ave., 
Farmington Hills. Cost is $75. 
Register by phone, 248-888- 
2500, or online, www.bots 
f or d. or g/f or m  s/payment/ 
maternity/index.html.
Diabetes management

» Oakwood Healthcare 
offers a free seminar on m a n ­
aging your diabetes through 
meal planning, blood sugar 
control and other resources,
5-7 p.m. Feb. 25, at the Oak- 
wood Physical Therapy and 
Wellness Center, 17101 Rotunda

Dr., Dearborn. To register, 
visit Oakwood.org under the 
Classes &  Events tab or call 
800-543-9355.

» St. Mary Mercy Livonia 
will present a free six-week 
workshop for adults with dia­
betes, 1-3:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 4-April 8, at the Red- 
ford Township District Li­
brary, 25320 W. Six Mile, Red- 
ford. The workshop, called, 
Diabetes P A T H  (Personal 
Approach Toward Health), will 
teach participants to handle 
the challenges of diabetes, 
manage symptoms and c om­
municate more effectively 
with physicians and family 
members.. Participants will 
develop weekly action plans, 
share experiences and help 
others solve problems encoun­
tered during their self-man- 
agement program. Register 
with the library at 313-531- 
5960, Ext. 103.
Heart month

» Board-certified cardiolo­
gist and Garden City Hospital 
health expert, Dr. William 
Nazzaro will discuss the latest

guidelines for preventing 
heart disease, screening for 
early detection, maintaining a 
healthy heart and c o m m o n  and 
uncommon indications of a 
heart attack, noon to 2 p.m. 
Feb. 28 at Westland Shopping 
Center’s east court, 35000 War­
ren Road, Westland. For more 
information, call 734-458-4259.

» Syamasundera Zampani, 
M.D., will provide advice on 
preventing heart disease at 
Lunch n’ Learn, noon to 1 p.m. 
Feb. 25, in the north auditori­
u m  at St. Mary Mercy Hospi­
tal, Five Mile and Levan, Livo­
nia. Bring your lunch and 
learn how you can begin m a k ­
ing healthy choices for your 
heart.
Mental health

Botsford Hospital’s new 
support group, the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, or 
NAMI, will meet 7-9 p.m. 
March 5 —  and will continue 
meeting the first and third 
Thursday of the month —  in 
Classroom A/B, Zieger Build­
ing, 28050 Grand River, Far­
mington Hills. The free N A M I

Metro Connection Support 
Group is for people living with 
mental illness. They can learn 
from each others’ experiences, 
share coping strategies and 
offer encouragement and un­
derstanding. A  trained volun­
teer facilitates. Call Nikki at 
248-752-3381.
Shoulder pain

William Kesto, M.D., talks 
about causes and treatment 
options for shoulder pain 6-7 
p.m. Thesday, March 10, in the 
Fisher Auditorium at Provi­
dence Hospital, 16001 W. Nine 
Mile. Resister by calling 888- 
751-5465.
Walk with a Doc

Patricia Schmidt, D.O., a 
board-certified internist, will 
lead a walk and talk about 
prevention and treatment of 
osteoporosis, noon to 1 p.m. 
Thursday, March 19, at Heri­
tage Park, located on Farming- 
ton Road, between 10 Mile and 
11 Mile, Farmington Hills. 
Register by calling 877-477- 
3621, option #1.

Start the new year off right... 
Carefree retirement living at Waltonwood!

Independent Living • Licensed Assisted Living • Memory Care
Waltonwood offers carefree senior living with endless opportunities outside your door.

With friendly neighbors, convenient amenities, personal staff and caregivers on site, you’re free to choose how you spend the day,
and everyone enjoys peace of mind knowing help is on site if needed.

m
W a l t o n w o o d

Redefining Retirement Living*

Schedule a personal tour at a W a l t o n w o o d  
c o m m u n i t y  near you today.

Waltonwood at Carriage Park
(734) 386-0811

2000 N  Canton Center Rd. 
Canton

Waltonwood at Cherry Hill 
(734) 3354554 
42600 Cherry Hill 

Canton

Waltonwood at Royal Oak 
(248) 397'5308 

3450 West Thirteen Mile Road 
Royal Oak

Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks 
(248) 468-4903 
27495 Huron Circle 

Novi

L e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  W a l t o n w o o d  difference • w w w . W a l t o n w o o d . c o m
K j  w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / w a l t o n w o o d s e n i o r l i v i n g
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A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N Y

By Robert Half
Unless you're looking for work 

ai a medieval-themed restaurant, 
the last impression y ou want 
to give an employer is of being 
behind the times. That’s one 
reason m a n y  job seekers b e c o m e  
preoccupied with using only the 
latest tools and techniques to find 
a job. A s  a result, they often ne­
glect s o m e  successful time-tested 
methods.

O f  course, plenty of traditional 
techniques have gone extinct for 
good reason. Before you g o  retro, 
distinguish the d o ’s from the 
d o n ’ts. Here arc s o m e  low-tech 
methods worth reviving. They 
can help you stand out and m a k e  
a positive impression no matter 
the era.

Take cover
S o m e  vintage tactics, such 

as writing a cover letter, aren't 
as passe as you might think. In 
a recent Robert Half survey of 
senior managers, 91 percent of 
respondents said cover letters 
are valuable w h e n  evaluating job 
candidates. Don't skip the cover 
letter just because a c o m p a n y ’s 
online application system doesn’t 
request one. If there’s n o  field 
designated for a cover letter, you 
can often attach extra d o c u m e n ­
tation. In fact, 79 percent of 
employers said it’s c o m m o n  to 
receive cover letters even w h e n  
applicants submit resumes elec­
tronically.

Stock up on stamps
T h e  vast majority of resumes 

are submitted online or via email. 
That’s w h y  mailing yours as a 
hard copy can be effective. Once 
the hiring manager recovers from 
die shock of receiving a piece 
of mail, he might open it out of 
sheer curiosity. That alone puts

Use your phone’s 
‘phone’ feature

Follow u p  after submitting 
your resume by calling the 
hiring manager. A  phone call 
m a y  require m o r e  nerve than 
an email, but the results justify 
the effort. A  voicemail beats an 
email in at least three key ways: 
it demonstrates your assertive­
ness, reaffirms your interest in 
the opportunity and c o m e s  across 
as m o r e  personal than words on 
the screen. If the hiring manager . 
answers the call, that’s even bet­
ter. You've already established a 
direct personal connection.

Take the time to say thanks
Since even the most tech-savvy 

job seeker k n o w s  to follow up after 
an interview, w h y  not d o  so in a 
w a y  that conveys genuine gratitude 
and a personal touch? Reinforce 
your thank-you email with a hand­
written note mailed within a day or 
two of the meeting.

Borrowing from the past won't 
strengdien your job search if 
y o u ’re not selective about the 
tactics y ou choose. T h e  following 
bygone techniques and a ssump­
tions have earned their place in 
the job-search dustbin.

The all-purpose resume
It’s been 20 years since alter­

ing your resume meant typing up 
a n e w  document from scratch, or 
at least using an ancient sub­

stance k n o w n  as whiteout. N o w ,  
there’s no excuse for not tailoring 
every resume you send to each 
specific opportunity.

Resume relics
T h e  traditional objective 

statement o n  a resume has seen 
better days. B y  focusing o n  your 
wishes, not o n  what you can 
provide the employer, y ou m a y  
start off o n  the w r o n g  foot. It’s 
m u c h  m o r e  useful to provide a 
targeted professional s u m m a r y  
instead. Similarly, an exhaustive 
resume that lists every job y o u ’ve 
ever h ad m a k e s  it hard for a time- 
strapped hiring manager to find 
the most relevant material.

Formality for its o w n  sake. 
G o o d  manners never go out of 
style, but that doesn't m e a n  your 
correspondence should read like 
something out of D o w n t o n  A b ­
bey.” Phrases like “T o  w h o m  it 
m a y  concern" and "Dear sir or 
m a d a m ” can distance you from 
the reader. Instead, try to find the 
hiring manager's name. Calling 
the c o m p a n y  is usually enough 
to reveal this nugget of informa­
tion. If you have n o  luck, use the 
person's title.

T o d a y ’s most successful job 
seekers combine an awareness of 
m o d e m  technology with a desire 
to establish old-fashioned per­
sonal contact whenever possible.

N ot by coincidence, that’s the 
kind of versatility most e m p l o y ­
ers, even medieval restaurants are 
looking for.

Robert Half International is the 
world’s first and largest special­
ized staffing firm with a global 
network of m o r e  than 350 offices 
worldwide. For m o r e  information 
about our professional services, 
visit www.roberthalf.com. For 
additional career advice, view 
our career bloopers video series 
at www.roberthalf.com/dont-let- 
this-happen-to-you or follow us 
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/ 
roberthalf.
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Multi-Media Sales Representative

l| T h e  Observer &  Eccentric, part of michigan.com, a Gannett Company, 
!; is seeking a Multi-Media Sales Representative for our Milford/Highland/ 
|; White Lake territory w h o  will b e  responsible for developing relationships 

and consulting with clients while providing an opportunity to contribute 
to the long-term success of a high growth and progressive company. Our 
ideal candidate will b e  an innovative, result driven, high energy, creative 
sales representative with the ability to think strategically and to assist 
clients by developing strategic, multi-media advertising campaigns.
Must b e  able to m a n a g e  multiple priorities, requests, programs and be 
dedicated to exceptional customer service. Develop n e w  business and 
grow market share by using a variety of customer centric sales programs 
and audience solutions. M a k e  solid marketing presentations that sell the 
value, provide customer centric audience solutions and close the sale.
If you are seeking a position that will allow you to be a strategic seller 
working with a multi-platform, market leading team in a culture that 
thrives on creating and executing big ideas that provide solutions to 
benefit the prosperity of customers, then w e  encourage you to apply 
today to join our team!

Requirements:
• Bachelor's Degree in marketing, advertising or equivalent combination of 
education and experience.

• 3+ years of related experience is required.
• A  strong understanding of digital media platforms to include search engine 
marketing, social media, online display, mobile &  other digital solutions.

• Documented record of success in a goal-oriented, highly accountable 
environment.

• Ability to conduct a needs assessment, identify marketing and advertising 
solutions for clients, develop proposals and experience in delivering sales 
presentations.

• Technical proficiency in Microsoft Office especially PowerPoint and Excel.
• Experience with C R M  technology, Salesforce.com preferred

This opportunity offers competitive compensation and benefits 
package including 401 (k), health, dental, three weeks paid vacation, 

l and more. If you meet the above criteria, w e  encourage you to apply 
5 for this position at: http://bit.ly/1vmiEhu. E O E

Help Wan te d  • General

Accounts Payable- 
Billing Coordinator
Material handling company 
seeks highly motivated indi­
vidual to maintain and proc­
ess capital equipment c o m ­
pleted Job files and process 
associated A/P Invoices. Re­
quires previous experience 
and strong attention to detail 
is cribcal Send resume to 
ksimons@andcrsenmh.com

APPLICANTS tor Residential 
Cleaning Co. SlO/hr. ♦  mile­
age &  travel time. No  nights/ 
weekends 734-812-5683

AUTO MECHANIC
Must be eiperelnced.

A  &  J Collision 
24680 Telegraph, Southfield 

248-352-4766

AUT O  PARTS
SORTING &  INSPECT ING
Established Co In Brighton 
is seeking quick learners. 
SltVhr No e»p. needed 
Paid training provided 
Must have own vehicle.

Call Mon-Fri. btwn. 9-3pm. 
810-229-6053

CAFETERIA WORKER
Part-Time Mon-Fn. 10-2. 

Novi. SKVhr. Email work e*p 
)obposbngnovi©yahoo c om

248-596-6086

CARING STAFF
to provide community based 
training and act)vibes during 
the day tor a gendoman with a 
disability $11 00 hr 

734-678-9595

D I R E C T  CARE:
Suiting Agency seeks canng 
start to asset and support mdi- 
wduats to irve In their homes 
as independently as possible
by assisting with recreation, 
daily living needs, transporta­
tion and other duties' services. 
Positions available in Canton/ 
Westland Area Contact 

734-722-4580 Ext #19 
or apply on-line 

wrw w. ah sc om se iv .c om /

Help V/anted - General

A  C A R P E T  C L E A N I N G
' y r  t e c h s  &

A S S I S T A N T S
Exp. helpful Must have good 

driving record &  be able to pass 
drug test II you have a  great 
personality &  exc work ethics 
come Join our team W e  are 

looking to hire at o w  Westland. 
Troy &  Brighton locations.

Great pay &  benefits 
resumcgcarheadS1155© 

gmail.com or 
call: 734-260-1645

City of Livonia
Assistant Branch 

Librarian
Police Officer 

Police Service Aide
Superintendent of 
Parks &  Recreation
For complete inlonnation 

visa our website at 
www.cl.livonla.ml.us 
or apply in person at 

Uvonla City Hall. 3rd floor. 
33000 Civic Center Dr. 

Uvonla. Ml 48154
E.O.E.
MIF/H

CLEANING OFFICES
Mon-Fn Nights. 6-9 Romulus 
area SlOrtu ResponsiWt'
Rei.abie 810-227-1624

DIRECT CARE: * N e w  wage*
$8.5tthr. trained; must be 18 
&  have a vabd Ml driver's b- 
cense; O S M O R C  trained pre­
ferred Fun time and part time, 
man y  shifts, support adults liv­
ing in then o wn  homes, make 
a difference' 734-728-4201

Juit a qu’Ck cau <i»j >800-5 ^ 9 - 7 3 5 5

a \1 |

A  ’ • -A V  , ' T

Maybe the Grass IS Greener...
You'll never k n o w  if you don't look. Take a
peek today, and browse hundreds of local job opportunities
from a variety of exciting employers.

O&E Media’s Jobs Section
In Print & Online

Help Wanted - General

Drivers: Drive Like a Champion. 
Ponske logistics hauling
freight! H o m o  Daily &  Regional 
No-Touch Positions. •S3000 
Slgn-on Bonus •Excellent
Weekly Pay! 'Plus. Monthly 
Bonus' • And, Brand N E W  
equipment' Class CDL-A 18 
months exp. 1-855-395-6630

Driver
T O W  TRUCK 
DRIVERS

W e  aie now hiring 
full &  part-time DRIVERS. 
W e  offer compelitive pay 
&  benefits. If you have 

exp you m ay  qualify for a 
$ 1 0 0 0  Sign O n  Bonus.

[ W E S T I A U D  C A R  C A R E  M t l i m i M  ••a**
Please call 734-722-7100

ENTRY LEVEL
DADCO. Inc., the global 
leadei in nitrogen gas 
spnng technology, is grow­
ing! W e  are looking for de­
pendable, bright individuals 
with a  strong work ethic to 
tram lor full-time, day-shitl 
posibons Job responsibili­
ties include part quality in­
spection. sub and complete 
product assembly build, fi­
nal product inspection and 
order packing Qualified 
candidates will be quick 
learners with a high school 
diploma, technical aptitude, 
and strong attention to de­
tail C o m e  and work with 
our talented team in our 
state-of-the-artmanulactur- 
ing facility. W e  wiU offer 
you training, competitive 
wages, and benefits: includ­
ing 401 (k). EOE.

Email resumes to:
plymouthjob©yahoo.com
D A O C O

SUMMER HELP
Parents, will your students 
be returning hom e  from col­
iege this sum me r  and need 
a  temporary job? Students 
are you looking for som e  ex­
tra cash this summer'1 0 
so. D A D C O  is an mnmative 
manutactunng company lo­
cated in Plymouth. Ml and 
«se are seeking amsben- 
txxrs. dependable students, 
at least 18 years of age. for 
temporary sum me r  work «  
our state-of-the-art faafcty 
Pos&cns are available M on ­
day through Fnday 
630 am -4  0 0 p m  m  our As­
sembly. M & n g
and Pmofimg Departments

- *ew«trafl. 
students apefy

rVaif I
Work*O A D C O

C A S H  IN
m t t G & E U e O a s

O A S S T t f C S m
' 800-579-SELL

Help Wanted - General

sONser
INS PI RE D  B Y  F L A V O R
Sunset Produce,

North America's 
leading grower/marketer 
of gourmet gteenhousc 
vegetables located 

in Livonia. MI, 
is hiring for the following:

•STAND-UP 
HI-LO OPERATORS 
•REACH TRUCK 
OPERATORS 
•ELECTRIC 
RIDER-JACK 
OPERATORS

If you have a  strong sense 
of responsibility and like a 
last paced environment, 

this position 
offers opportunities 

for stability and growth

PosiUon Requirements
-High School Diploma 
-1 yr current experience 
on stand-up equipment 
-Possess a Valid Dnvor 
License OR  State ID A ND  
recent vis W  exam 
-Must pass internal hi-kj 
or rider jack certification 

-Proficiency in use of 
English language with 
abd-ty to communicate 
effectively & professionally

Working Conditions
- Environment Includes 
an expansive refrigerated 
warehouse where the 
temperature averages 
70 degrees F and 
occasionally down to 
55 degrees
•Must be capable ol lining 
up to 30 8»

This position offers 
the right candidate 
a coropetbve salary, 

vacation pay 
and fUi benefits

Pleas© call for 
m o r e  Information: 
734.943.0387 

or email 
H i l o H R ©

sus ne tg ro wn .c om

ROUTE DRIVERS & 
ENTRY L E V R  SALES
No  exp rea E m M  resume aacettMman©
Can 248-943-6941

.con

TRUGREBf
EOE/M/F/V/D/JU

CASH IN 
with

O&E Media's CLASSIREOS
800-579-SELL

Help Wan te d  - General

MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR

Xincofnsfiire
Lincolnshire Village 

Apartments Is currently 
seeking an exp’d Full-Time 
Maintenance Supervisor 
The candidate must be 

exp'd in unit turns, basic 
plumbing &  have the ability 
to lead others. Proficient 

technical skills required incl 
but are not limited to: 
carpentry, appliances, 
plumbing, electrical. &  

drywall repair 
HVAC certification is req.

Qualified candidates 
lax resume. 989-953-4830

K M G  Prestige is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

PRODUCTION 
MIG W E L D E R  

1st SHIFT
Manufactunng firm In Uvoroa 
s  seeking a motivated, expe­
rienced Production Mig Weld­
er to join our team

Ths position could require 
overtime as necessary We  
offer a comprehensive bene­
fit package including health, 
dental, part holidays and va­
cation.

Please email cover letter with 
salary requirements 
and resume to. 

oeresumeChometowrfi1e.com 
Reference Bo* 6011

REAL ESTATE 
SALES

OPPORTUNITY
work with

Michigan’s in 
R E A L T O R  

Real Estate One
Earn K^n

C c m m a s o n  income 
Rapidly Expan&rg 
Real Estate Market 
Start Earning 

C o m n u s u o m  Right Away 
•Ow n  Ytxx O wn  Practice 
•Be rot* O w n  Bess 
•Work Y a a  S c h a M  
•You Oetanmne Vow tacom •B^xjs Prĉ rams 
•Heaar. Lie Oisbfc?*'

O
P AT  RYAN. REALTOR 

(734)591-9200

RECYCLE
THIS

NEWSPAPERo  o  o



Fall in L V V E  with our February home specials!
U p  to $4,000D o w n  P a y m e n t  Match on Select# I | H  o w n e d  homes!*

HOMESALES

b M i l
LOCATION,LOCATION,LOCATION
FEATURES, -

PRICES C E  U
m  HAVE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR!

H o m e s  from S11,900 to $75,900

SUI\I HOMES 698* MOVES YOUINir

BRAND NEWHOMES IN CANTON
3 bedroom / 2 bath with all appliances 

including washer/dryer 
Homes starting at S899 

Call us today!
(888) 272-3088

A c a d e m y / W e s t p o i n t  
4 1 0 2 1  O l d  M i c h i g a n  A v e .  •  C a n t o n  

•Otter valid on  select h o m e s  only.
Expires 2/28/2015 E H O

www.academywestpolnt.com @

*

lO-24r444r«1

FREE RENT UNTIL _
0  M a r c h  1st 2015! Q

354 bedroom/? batn Horn 4,
1,45610 2,100 sq ft! tor"'’.'' 
as low as S999 up to ''l 

$1399/mo! ^
Soulb L)-on Schools *':
large Oubhouse, 

Swimming pod, Large " 
playground. Homes ^  

equipped with shed.aH1'* 
appliances, C/A plus 

sueW/D
Apply online today at 
w w w  4nor1hwlle.com ^
Or call Sun Homes at 

<08fl|448-3O61
Otter expires 

02/28/2015 EHO
'sow resewws

1 L0̂ 2*ltM90̂

THE O B S E R V E R  & ECCENTRIC M O R T G A G E  MONITOR

N M L S f f 3 0  Yr. PIS. 1 5  Yr. Pis.

1st C h o i c e  M o r t g a g e  L e n d i n g 1 3 8 5 6 0 (734) 4 5 9 - 0 7 8 2 3 . 6 2 5 0 2.8 75 0

A c c u r a t e  M o r t g a g e  Solutions 1 6 4 5 1 1 (800) 5 9 3 - 1 9 1 2 3.6 25 0 2.7 5 0

A F I  Financial 2 4 3 1 (810) 5 8 8 - 4 4 2 4 3.6 25 0 2.8 75 o

A m e r i p l u s  M o r t g a g e  Cor p. 1 2 7 9 3 1 (248) 7 4 0 - 2 3 2 3 3 . 6 2 5 0 2 8 7 5 0

D e a r b o r n  Fed er al  S a v i n g s  B a n k 3 9 9 7 2 1 (313) 5 6 5 - 3 1 0 0 3.5 0 3 0

Fifth Third B a n k 4 0 3 2 4 5 (800) 7 9 2 - 8 8 3 0 3.7 5 0 3 0

G o l d  Star M o r t g a g e 3 4 4 6 (888) 2 9 3 - 3 4 7 7 3.7 5 0 3 0

G o l d  Star M o r t g a g e 3 4 4 6 (888) 2 9 3 - 3 4 7 7 3.6 25 0.5 2 . 8 7 5 0.5

G r o u p  O n e  M o r t g a g e 1 0 7 7 1 6 (248) 2 8 2 - 1 6 0 2 3.8 75 0 3.2 5 0

Zea l  Credit U n i o n 4 0 8 3 5 6 ( 7 3 4 ) 4 6 6 - 6 1 1 3 3.7 5 0.2 5 3 . 1 2 5 0

A b o v e  Information available a s  ot 2 / 1 3 / 1 5  a n d  subject to c h a n g e  at anytime. R a t e s  a re  b a s e d  o n  a  

$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  loan with 2 0 %  d o w n  &  credit s c o r e  ol 7 4 0  or  a b o v e .  J u m b o  rates, specitic p a y m e n t  

calculation &  m o s t  current rates available Fridays alter 2 : 0 0  P.M .  at w w w . r m c r e p o r t . c o m  

1 = T  All L e n d e r s  a r e  E q u a l  Opp or tu ni ty  L e n d e r s . L e n d e r s  to participate call (734) 9 2 2 - 3 0 3 2  

© 2 0 1 5  R e s i d e n t i a l  M o r t g a g e  C o n s u l t a n t s ,  Inc., All R i g h t s  R e s e r v e d

Help Wanted - General

SALES
ENGINEER

Tier-One Aulcmctrve Suppti- 
«  located in m e  Western 
Sutwrts of Detroit, w rm  a 
complete support start 
seeking a Sales Engraer to 
wert on n e*  opportunities 
and increasing our s  
w < m  m e  Automotnv Conpa-

Our goal ts to add Business 
m  additional areas not pres- 
*1 covered

W e  ertfer a  cor&ettnt sal­
ary cjmprenojsrre Oenefit 
pxfcag* p m  nohdays and

Help Wanted - 
Office Clerical

BOOKKEEPER/
ADMINISTRATIVE

ASSISTANT
W eO  organized fuO-time

Bookkeeper/ 
Administrative Assistant.

Payroll. Dank reconciliation, 
accounts payable 4  receiva­
ble. necessary tax reports. Ad­
d-tonal administrative duties 
include releasing incoming or­
ders. answering phone, mail, 
filing, and other duties as as­
signed Detailed orgarvizaton­
al s m Is and multi-tasking 

Working knowledge of 
QuickBooks Pro. Access. 
Excel, Word and Outlook. 

Send C o m  letter, resume 
and salary requirements to

ROCK/
Tool a n d  M a c h i n e

jobs@rocktool.com

fVaseeni

Reference Sox 6010

W A R E H O U S E
Fun-Time

0 * 5 8 6 ^ 1 3 - 2 3 1 3

,®0&E Media 
Classifieds

Jost a cm*  r*rr
8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

LEGAL 
SECRETARY

wanted for rugh volume 
fast paced lathrup Village 
\3n firra. Applicant must 
ha-re sane knowledge of 
workers* compensation as 
well as being tamter vnm 
Mioosoft W a d .  Outlook 6 
Needles.

Poston is permanent fufl 
time w i m  salary &  benefits

Please respond to: 
Dpretznowe 

lawtirTnofbemstein.com

Payroll Assistant
•-Tine al Uertgan Heafm- 

care Professeras Perfarr 
payrol prxessrg 4  rack 

teftts tCGJ&sh 3rd t-<- 
H w e  geier* krotdeOgt 

of d e d u c t s  ard paymi t 
is CacaOe of w t o x g  
rrtoercar ptncml Ses 

Gererat m a m  skAs 4 
trey zt? are req 

feirte 4  -=7»er leCer t

RECYCLE
THIS

NEWSPAPER
Cj Cj Q

Help Wanted - Medical

RN
TELEPHONE TRIAGE
Rapidly expanding &  prac­
tice seeking experienced 
RN. Responsibilities will In­
clude safe and accurate tele­
phone assessment patient 
m-take. electronic charting, 
infusions and a variety of oth • 
er duties. Strong computer 
skills preferred. Full and part 
-time positions available
Please email resume and 

cover letter 
jobsehurongasUo.comira

huroi gastro

Food - Beverage

BREAKFAST COOK
Three Brothers Restaurant 

Part a  Full-Time.
Leader Mi the kitchen who 

desires to become a  manager 
Plymouth Email resume: 
aespa1955egma:i com 

a  call Chris (734)233-5951

! Help Wanted - Domestic

Housekeeping 4  
Grocery Shopping.
10 hrs/wk. Wayne, Ml

734-729-8116

Position Wanted

T w o  Mature W o m e n  to Pro­
vide In-Home Care an sftrts 
m e u s n g  weekends Will do 
ligw heusekeepeig 4  assrsl 
w © >  local docta visits 
Can Shirley &  Haney 

734-2S4-0095.

myyi

opartmentuom.
HomeFinder

C&Sdcarc Services

FuOy Licensed Child Care
Ftega *  fees 4  hours. »  v n

srws 245-427-124!

Childcare 4 
Babv-SUH

ssrssLx
AsssCrt. CFfvfrSAiS 
erbSsd R fg vr a O e  Race

250-627-5277

H o m e s

W E S T L A N D  
Livonia Schools

3 b d r m  brick ranch, 
kitchen w/dishwasher &  
Iridge, b s m t  v//washer &  
dryer, GA, C A  S64.600 

O p e n  R o o r  Plan 
3  bdrms. possible 4lh 

b d r m  in lower level, 1.5 
B A  s  doocwall to deck. 
att/GA. C A  $88,000 

R O M U L U S
3  B d r m  brick ranch, u p ­

dated kitchen &  BA. 
Bsmt. 2.5 car G A  

w/electricai b ox  S50.000
C E N T U R Y  21 
C A S T E L U  

734-525-7900

WANT TO 
CLEAN OUT YOUR HOUSE?

Place 20 s d w t h  
Obsener iEccenthc Ue^a.

D O  Y O U R  V/ORK!

y f t V i u
You hit the Bullseye...Wayne Tower

is the Place for YOU. ^
Wayne Tower Senior Apartments

55+
35200 Sims, Wayne, MI

N O W  LEASING-IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
1 Bed ro om ,  Central Air

s593
r ̂  We pay Moving Cost of S500
a  Leasing call: &734-721-0660

/ WESTLAND
WESTGATE TOWER APARTMENTS

ATTENTION^ENIOMSs
L O W  
R E N T

-■ T O D A Y S
734-729-2900

jz 34567 Elmwood in Westland
Not 62 yet? Askus about our temp or a 17 age waiver! !
Inconw Umiis A«*y Equal Mousing Opportunrty £)

IO-U7M7I41 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

cs*

oportmentsxoni.
HomeRnder

Apartments For Rent

FAR MI NG TO N  HILLS 
ANNGIE APTS.

FREE HEAT' 1 bdrms from 
S525 9Mae/Mddet>e« 

248-473-7439

FARMINGTON HttlS
MAPLE RIDGE APTS.

Spacxxs 1 4 2  Cdrns 
2 tisrs c/a. S57D-S660 •/ 
set s*  5f/fcc/f 1fl3noi

IT? a c c o r d  O K K
2 4 3 4 7 3 5 1 8 0

Apartments For Rent

Far mi ng to n  Plaza
Spacious 2 bedroom, cen­
tral air, pool. Heat Included 

with rent 5 0 %  off 2 
months rent with approved 

credit
Call 248 .4 78 57 22

H o m e s  For Rent

NorthvlUe- 3br. lr/rm . bsmt 
2 car gar. no pets c/a 

SI 550/mo 248.787.4078

R o o m s  For Rent

BED FO RD  AREA:
Larger room m  dean, peaceful 
home. Furmshed Slav**.

Call: (313) 281-8129

** RECYCLE THIS 
W  NEWSPAPER 800-579-73SS w RECYCLE THIS 

NEV/SPAPER

Office Retail Space

Plymouth Office Space 
Class A  Bakfeng Offtcestor 
rent within suite designed 
fa  sOomeys a  other 

professionals 
shanngspace W e m e t  
access, iioray sercces. 
copy center, cosference 
reem. tax and recepoai 

sersezs avaAabie An ideal 
prc4«&c«a< ermrovnent 
Offce and secretarial soace 
zntezie &na i  m u n e s  to

O&E Media 
Classifieds

Just a quick can away
8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

hometownlile.com

DrywaB

COM PL ET E  D R V W A I L  SRV.
Plaster P^par Al p t e  wel­
comed? LxAns free Esl 30 

y n  exp M O V  313-383-6723

Haufirq - d e a n  Up

243^21-6318 248-439-5955

T h o m p s o n  T o w e r  
A p a r t m e n t s

Affordable Hou si ng  for 
Seniors 6 2 k  or disabled

1 &  2  b e d r o o m  apartments - all ulililies included!’ 
Immediate Occupancy 
Inc om e  Based Rent.
O u r  features include:
• Spacious floor plans

• Laundry R o o m s  • C o m m u n i t y  R o o m
• Resident Activities

For more details, call
(313) 565-3022 

(800) 567-5857 T D D
H o u r s :  M o n d a y - F Y i d a y  8-5; S a t u r d a y  9-1 

O r  visit us  at: 2 7 7 2 7  M i c h i g a n  Avc ,  Inkster 
E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y

. lojxnoiwn

S L A

A
LACE YOUR AD 

IN THIS DIRECTORY} 
CALL US TODAY AT: ?

February, 20. 2] 6  22.

outhfield Pavilion 
Antiques Expositi<5r|

F r i d a y  2  p m  - 8  p m  • S a t u r d a y  1 0  a m  - ''pirT,, 
S u n d a y  1 1 a m  4  p m

Southfield Municipal C o m p l e x  ’• 
2 6 0 0 0  Evergreen R o a d  / 

Michigan 4 8 0 7 6

Furniiure. Silver, 
Det*ir.>t

I i;-hi

•Zt

Mitchell Displays, Inc. 
bobbockius@hotmail.com 

www.southfieldantiquesexpo.com 
356-686-9000

AUNTIE A N N  S  CLEANING
* We  treat you Mca famdy* 
Free «  hon e  estmafe 

734.277 W T O

Paint Decorating Paper

PAINTING B Y  ROBERT
• /*v Piww/ar - w  I 

•£/l • F'^st^/OrywaS Repair

4̂* O&E Media

8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - 7 3 5 5

S n o w  Removal

8N0V/ P10V/1NG 4  SAL 11 N O  I
24  hr trr&qetct Srv - Cor 

4  fiei l x  4 irr. fie* CP

WANT TO 
CLEAN OUT 

YOUR HOUSE? i

1 an td with
0>Mrx*r

ar«4 I«1 (ha CUtW.
DO YOUR W<
890 579 731



hometownlife.com

Antiques &  CoC«ctlWes

Warren
Out of Business Sale.

Fn-Son Black memorafrla 
Grande ware, oak fifing cabi­

net &  China
County Line Trade Center 

20900 Dequindre.
586-757-1700

L Appliances

REFRIGERATORS Si 50 & up' 
Range, washer/dryer SI 00 4 
up! 90  day warranty/delrvery! 

Call: (734) 858-8846

Wanted to Buy

Cash for Books! NonflctJon- 
Englneerlng,History. 
Textbooks,Medical-Visit 
ParadiseBoundBooks c om  or 
call Sue (248) 877-1395

CAS H  PAID or CONSIGNMENT 
lot Vintage, Antique and Other 
Valuable items. Single Items to 
storage units to entire estates 
and estate sales. Professional, 
courteous, fair, honest dis­
creet older gentleman l drive 
to you. Coins, costume and 
fine jewelry, knlck knacks, 
military, collections, books, 
toys, stereos, instruments, 
ephemera, clothing, Christmas, 
more. References Richard, 
BSE. MBA. (248)795-0362 
Hchard.preston48®yahoo.com

f : Airplanes

SELL YOUH CAR FOR 
ONLYW!

Are you looking to sell your 
Jsed vehicle and would like 
tp reach over 140,000 po­
tential buyers and have rt a 
nationwide website to even 
widen the opportunity of 
soiling it?

Then Observer 6 
E c c e n t r i c / H o m o  t o w n  
Newspapers is the place 
lo advertise III

.
Package Includes 

•Ad In all 13 community 
newspapers for 2 weeks 
•14 days on  cars.com - 

enhanced features! 
can n o w  add the 

to the ad  on 
c o m  I

•Extra S5 add a photo to be 
included In print ad.
♦•4 fine minimum ($2.00 for 
each additional line)

Trucks for Sale BulckJ
C H E V Y  PICKUP 1500 1993
V6. Cap, iSOKmi. w en  marn. 
records avaiaWe. S20CObesJ 
248-896-2119 (Novi)

C M C  S I E R R A  2010
Crew Cab. snori box. 4.4.SLE. 
A8S. traction control $21,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK. C M C

734-453-2500

R A M  150 0  201 2
4wd. Crew Cab, 5.7 fl box 
ST. Onfy 2 2K  miles' 1 owner. 

$25,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, C M C
734-453-2500

4 Wheel Drive

T O Y O T A  HIGHLANDER 
2009 - 4wd. 4dr. V6. Ltd 

Heated front seats $21.000
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, C M C
734-453-2500

Sports Utility

B U I C K  E N C L A V E  201 2
FWD. leather, rear view c a m ­
era. heated seats. Bluetooth. 

$25,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, C M C
734-453-2500

B U I C K  E N C L A V E  
P R E M I U M  201 2

FWD. leather, heated seats. 
Navigation System. $28,000

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, C M C

734-453-2500

E Q U I N O X  201 3
F W D  LS. 2 0K  miles, ABS. 
traction control, security sys­
tem. $16,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M O

734-453-2500

F O R D  E S C A P E  201 2
4wd, 4  dr„ XLT, sunroof, roof 
rack. $13,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, C M C

734-453-2500

C M C  A C A D I A  201 0
F W D  SLT1, Lther, Bose ster­
eo system, loaded! $15,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, C M C

734-453-2500

C M C  A C A D I A  2011
A W D ,  4 dr.. SLT1, leather, 
rear view camera, loaded I 

$18,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, C M C
734-453-2500

C M C  E N V O Y  200 8
4wd. 4  dr.. SLE-1, roof rack, 
hands free phone. $11.995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, C M C

734-453-2500

G M C  T E R R A I N  2011
FWD. 4 dr.. SLE-1. 42K, 1 own­
er. extra clean! $17,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M C

734-453-2500

G M C  Y U K O N  2011
A W D ,  4 dr . 1500 Denali, rear 
view camera, pking sensors, 
heated seats. $35,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M C

734-453-2500

J E E P  LIB ER TY  201 2
4x4. 4W O,  4dr Sptl owner, 

31K  miles. $18,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

M E R C U R Y  M A R I N E R  200 8
4wd, 4  dr , V6, Premier, leather, 
heated seats, pwr sunroof. 

$10,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

Sports &  Imported

C H E V Y  A V A L A N C H E  2011
4WD, LIZ, leather, back-up 
camera, remote Ignition. 

$29,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

S C I O N  tC 200 9
2 dr. hatchback, power sun­
roof. 1 owner. $11,500

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

B U I C K  V E R A N O  2014
1778 mdes. rear camera, crum­
ple zona, steering wheel coni

$17395
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK. G M C
734-453-2500

B U I C K  V E R A N O  201 4
Dover info system, Bluetooth, 
rear view monitor in dash - 
Lots more' $17,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

L A C R O S S E  201 2
FWD. Premium 3. Leather, 
heated seats, power sunroof 

$21,595
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

R E G A L  201 4
4 dr. sedan. Turbo. FWD. 19 
miles, heated seats. $24,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M C

734-453-2500

Chevrolet

C O B A L T  200 8
2  dr Coupe Sport ABS. air 

Sunroof S8995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

M A L I B U  201 4
1LT. H O O K  miles, 1 owner, 

loaded. Just like n ew  except the 
price! $18,995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M C

734-453-2500

Chrysler-Ply mouth

T O W N  &  C O U N T R Y  201 0
4 dr wagon Touring. 4 wheel 
ABS. Solar glass. 1 year FREE 
maintenance (limited time of­
fer). S1 1.995

B O B  J E A N N O T T E  
BUICK, G M C

734-453-2500

F O R D  12’FOCUS 
I Q lJjQ y Red. Hatch back. 6 
/ x « - '  \speed Atuo, pwr win­

dows &  locks, air, custom 
wheels, n ew  tires, approx. 28 
MPG(crty). 37  M P G  (hwy), Just 
detailed, 48k Ml. $12,900 

248-613-0637

GMC

G M C  T E R R A I N  2011
FWD. 4 dr. SLE-1. ABS 
Privacy Glass. SI 2,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

Honda

CIVIC 201 3
EX-L Auto Sedan w/nav 

Leather, moonrool. SI 7,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

C A D I L L A C  C T S  200 9
3.6LV6, AWD. Options galore! 

$14,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

K 1 A R I 0  201 3
4 dr sedan, aulo Ex. ABS, 
M P 3  plyer, lots of extras1 

$12,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

Lexus

L E X U S  E S  3 50  200 8
4  dr.. Sedan. Leather. Heated 

Seats, Loaded! $14,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

Pontiac

P O N T I A C  S O L S T I C E  200 7
2  dr. convertible, RWD .  leath­
er. Hurry! This one won't last* 

$14,995
B O B  J E A N N O T T E  

BUICK, G M C
734-453-2500

Fru *  4 p n  fe/ SunCxy 
I**, al 3 p m  for Thu'via/

N E W S P A P E R
P O U C Y

AM advertising pubSshod 
In this Newspaper Is 

subject to the conditions 
stated in the appfccabio 
rate card. (Copies are 
avaflabte from the 

advertising department 
Observer 4  Eccentric 

Media
615 W.  Lafayette Blvd. 

Detroit. Ml 48226 
666-887-2737.

W e  reserve the right not 
to accept an 

advertiser's order.
Our sales representatives 
have no  authority to bind 

this newspaper 4 
only publication of 

an  advertisement shaB 
constitute final 

acceptance of the 
advertiser’s  order. 
Advertisers are 

responsible for reading 
their ad(s) the first time M 
appears 4  reporting any 
errors immediately. The 
Newspaper will not Issue 
credrt for errors In ads 

after the FIRST 
I N C O R R E C T  INSERTION. 

W h e n  more than one 
Insertion of the sam e  

advertisement is ordered, 
only the first Insertion 

wiB be  credited. 
Publishers Notice: AH  real 
estate advertising in this 
newspaper Is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
A d  of 1968 which states 

that It Is illegal to 
advertise 'any preference 

limitation, or 
discrimination.' This 
newspaper will not 

knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which Is in violation of the 

law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised In 
this newspaper are 
available on an equal 

housing opportunity basis. 
(FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72).

Equal Housing 
Opportunity Statement: 
W e  are pledged to the 
letter 4  spirit of U.S. 

policy for the achievement 
of equal housing 

opportunity, throughout 
the nation. W e  encourage 
4  support an affirmative 
advertising 4  marketing 
program in which there 

are no  barriers. 
DISCLAIMER: Ail classified 
ads are subject to the ap­
plicable rate card, copies 
of which aro available from 
our Advertising D e p t  All 

a ds  are subjed to approval 
before pubBcatlon. O b ­
server 4 Eccentric Media 
reserves the right to edit, 
refuse, reject, classify or 
cancel any ad  at any time. 
Errors must be reported In 
the first day of publication. 
Observer 4  Eccentric M e ­
dia shall not be  liable for 
any loss or expense that 
results from an error In or 
omission of an  advertise­
m e n t  N o  refunds for earty 

cancellation of order.

O&E Media Classifieds
800-579-7355

Advertise your vehicle to thousands 
of readers with an

EFFECTIVE &  AFFORDABLE
O&E Media Classified Ad.

Call or go online for details or to place your ad today.

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c- MEDIA
A  CAN*.ITT C O M A A M T

800-579-7355
hometownlife.com

Challenging fun for ALL ages

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
ACROSS

1 P h a r a o h ’s 
amulet

5  D a y  of the wk.
8  L e a v e  a  m a r k
1 2  Gull’s perch
1 3  “Exodus" hero
14 Strong a nd 

healthy
15 Grouchier
17 Old barge canal
18 H u n d r e d s  

of mins.
19 W a s  a 

stockbroker
21 E m m y  relative
2 4  Second-story 

m a n
2 6  M e n d s  a  toe
2 8  Startled cry
2 9  Ex-GI grp.
3 2  Grandson, 

perhaps
3 3  G r o u p  of key 

personnel
3 5  —  Lingus
3 6  O v e r h e a d  

railways

3 7  Assoc.
3 8  B u s y b o d y
4 0  Cast a  vote
4 2  Harvest
4 3  M e a s u r e d
4 6  Perf u m e  label 

word
4 8  “—  cost you"
4 9  O u t s h o n e
5 4  Descartes’ 

n a m e
5 5  U s e  the 

scissors
5 6  Carryall
5 7  H e a v y  metal
5 8  Mouths, to 

zoologists
5 9  Deceive 

with c h a r m

Answer to Previous Puzzle
A T V
B O O
B E L
E S c

W I S E A H S O
s O U L
N D E D

DOWN
P u m p e r ' s  pride 
W i m p l e  sporter 
R V  haven 
D a s h  
Pants
m e a s u r e m e n t  
S o o n e r  than

C O L E
A V E RT A O s

8 - 2 2 - 1 2  ©  2 0 1 2  U F S ,  Dist. b y  Unlv. Uclick for U F S

7  M o r e  squalid
8  Pile of papers
9  A s k  for ID
10 Never

tell----
11 Cattail

16 T w o s o m e ,  
briefly

2 0  Enter again
21 "Garfield" 

pooch
2 2  A c c u s e d ’s 

n e e d
2 3  Purple flower
2 5  Line of b ushes
2 7  Extent
2 9  Windmill blade
3 0  Greek-salad 

topper
31 C o a t  or 

sweater
3 4  1920s style (2 wds.)
3 9  Bursts forth
4 0  E y e d  

amorously
41 Silt deposit
4 3  Barrette user
4 4  Fit t o ----
4 5  H u m e r u s  

neighbor
4 7  Three-toed 

sloth
5 0  Mongrel
51 Heir, often
5 2  Ike's c o m m a n d
5 3  It glistens

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books 

at QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU
3 4

6
2 4 3 7

5
6 7 2 8

9 4 7
8 9

1 7
3 7 4 1 8

Fun By The 
Numbers
Like puzzles? 
Then you’ll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off, so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Level: Intermediate
Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CARDIAC WORD SEARCH
E P M 0 P L A I E L E I S I L I P I D M
G R P D S A U T H R 0 H B 0 L Y S I S S
A I S I H 0 E N D 0 C A R D I U H N X S
R L H u N E M 0 D B A N S K 0 C P I Y A
R 0 U R X Z A I R E T C A B N 0 T R H N
H E N E H 0 M 0 C Y S T E I N E S E Y I
Y V I I R Y A I E Y R E I R A 0 I C P G
T L N I Y 0 I c R A F N I K C V G Y E N
H A A C R U P s H F A I L U R E 0 L R A
H X X T U Y L A I I N E G N 0 C L G T A
I D A B Z R E L P P 0 D G U 0 G 0 0 E Y
A N 0 I I A Z I R E T E H I A C I R N D
E R u S S E R P D 0 0 L B X V H D T S D
I V B s H B R A D Y C A R D I A R I I Y
T N V A S C U L A R K C 0 H S 0 A N 0 S
I K K P D I T 0 R A C L U M E N C I N P
U Z N Y D H L 0 R E T S E L 0 H C P H N
R R H B U Z N 0 I T A L L I R B I F N E
B V X X U V A s P I R I N H Y H I Y K A
H E X E R c I s E L I 0 C A I D R A C P

Find Ihe wordi hidden verticolly. horizontally &  diagonally throughout fhe puzzle

WORDS
ABDOMEN
ALVEOLI
ANGINA
AORTA

A R R H Y T W I A
ARTERY
ASPIRIN
BACTERIA

BLOOD PRESSURE 
BRADYCARDIA 

BRUIT 
BYPASS 
CARDIAC 

CARDIOLOGIST 
CAROTID

CATHETERIZATICN
CHOLESTEROL
CONGENITAL
DIURETIC
DOPPLER
DYSPNEA

END OC AR DI A
EXERCISE
FAILURE

FIBRILLATION
HOMOCYSTEINE
HYPERTENSIONINFARCT

LIPID
I A E N

NITROGLYCERIN
PLATELETSSMOCK
SHAT

THRCH80LY5IS
VASCULAR

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
9 l 9 2 6 9 Z z
V Z z 9 V e 6 9 9
6 s e 9 L 9 2 l
3 z p e 9 V 9 6 9
e 6 9 2 9 L * 9
9 9 l 6 9 * Z 2 Z
l e 9 9 * 2 V 9 6
l 9 2 Z 6 9 9 e V
9 V 6 l. e 9 Z 9 2

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
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Ford Escape is most popular 
vehicle at Bill Brown Ford

By Greg Mullin
Staff Writer

Whe n a customer is handed 
the key to a new car at Bill 
Brown Ford in Livonia, there’s 
a good chance it starts the 
engine of a Ford Escape.

“Our customers have been 
extremely satisfied with the 
Ford Escape ever since its 
introduction back in 2001,” 
said Richard Palaikis II, Mar­
keting Director and Internet 
Sales Manager at Bill Brown 
Ford. “In fact, we are current­
ly selling more Ford Escapes 
than any other vehicle in the 
Ford lineup.

“Since the introduction of 
the new body style in late 2012, 
we  have been continually sell­
ing more Ford Escapes each 
year. Just last year alone, out 
of the 5,417 vehicles we  sold, 
1,520 of them were Ford Es­
capes —  that’s 29 percent of 
our overall new-vehicle sales 
volume.”

The 2015 Ford Escape is 
billed as the "Smart Utility 
Vehicle that balances technol­
ogy, design and engineering 
with intelligent, intuitive con­
trols.”

Right now, about 250 Ford 
Escapes are available for pur­
chase at Bill Brown Ford, with 
another 90 en route to the 
dealership from the factory 
and an additional 200 on order 
with the manufacturer.

Palaikis said he highly en­
courages anyone who’s looking 
for an Escape, or any other 
vehicle in the Ford lineup, to 
stop by the showroom, which 
is located at 32222 Plymouth 
Road.

"When you are looking for 
the very best vehicles made in 
America, work with the best: 
Bill Brown Ford,” he said. “On 
a national scale, Bill Brown 
Ford is ranked nationally as 
one of the top-five dealerships 
in overall sales volume. W e  
have continually received top 
honors year after year from 
Ford Motor Company with 
regard to our overall commit­
ment to customer satisfaction

as rated by our customers.
"One of the things that has 

made us successful throughout 
the years has been our honest, 
straightforward approach 
when working with our cus­
tomers before, during and 
after the sale."

For the 2015 Ford Escape, 
those customers will find a 
wide array of options and 
packages. Popular items in­
clude the available S Y N C  with 
MyFord Touch System, Active 
Park Assist, Blind Spot In­
formation System (BLIS) with 
Cross Traffic Alert, and the 
Panorama Roof (which covers 
approximately 41 percent of 
the roof area).

“In the midst of the winter 
driving season, the Escape’s 
Intelligent 4 W D  System is

among the very best —  only 
engaging the rear wheels 
when extra traction is needed, 
thereby making this vehicle 
more fuel efficient, even when 
operating in 4WD ,” Palaikis 
said.

Speaking of fuel efficiency, 
the Ford Escape, when 
equipped with the 1.6L Eco- 
Boost, will get an EPA-estimat- 
ed combined fuel economy 
rating of 26 miles to the gallon 
(23 city, 32 highway).

The Ford Escape also has 
several standard safety fea­
tures, including:

» the Personal Safety Sys­
tem, which tailors airbag de­
ployment to the severity of the 
crash

» the SOS Post Crash Alert 
System, which automatically

activates the hazard flashers 
and sounds the horn in the 
event of airbag deployment 

» the Tire Pressure M o n ­
itoring System, which uses an 
audible chime and instrument- 
cluster indicator light to alert 
the driver that one or more of 
the tires is low on pressure.

“Also, in the event of an 
accident,” Palaikis said, "the 
S Y N C  system will automatical­
ly dial 911, provided your m o ­
bile device is properly paired 
to the vehicle, using the 911 
Assist Feature of SYNC.”

The 2015 Ford Escape’s 
national competitors include 
the 2015 Chevrolet Equinox, 
2015 Honda CR-V and 2015 
Toyota RAV4.

"The Ford Escape offers 
customers a well-balanced mix

of power and fuel efficiency 
with the three available power- 
train options —  1.6L EcoBoost, 
2.0L EcoBoost and 2.5L IVCT 
14 —  while also mixing in sev­
eral class-exclusive technol­
ogy features,” Palaikis said. 
“Additionally, a Ford Escape 
equipped with the 2.0L Eco­
Boost and the Class II TYailer 
Tow Package can effectively 
tow 3,500 pounds.”

Bill Brown Ford is open for 
n ew and pre-owned sales from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday and 
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Fri­
day. Pre-owned sales are also 
available from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday. For more informa­
tion, call Bill Brown Ford at 
734-421-7000 or visit 
www.billbrownford.com.

Get it!
Got it!

The fastest most 
convenient way to
get LOCAL NEWS!
Download the hometownlife.com A P Rto stay connected on the Go!

A N D R O I D  A P R  O N

I'. Google play

O bserver & E cce
A  G A N N E T T  C O M P A N YNTRIC

h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m
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Make the Switch at Bill Brown Ford

If y o u  ha v e  b e e n  considering a n e w  vehicle, n o w  is the time to 
£  m a k e  the switch a n d  get into a n e w  Ford vehicle!

Early Bird Program is Back M a k e  the Switch to Ford

Take advantage of the Early Bird 
Program to get out of your current Ford 
lease and into a n e w  Ford today.-

If you are not currently driving a Ford 
vehicle, n o w  is the time to m a k e  the 
switch to Ford and receive an additional 
Ford rebate of up to $750.••

N E W  2 0 1 5  Ford Fusion SE
Sign &  Drive 

24 Month Lease

$0 D u e  at Signing $203 
$50 0  D u e  at Signing $182 

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $162 
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $141 
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $120 
$2,500 D u e  at Signing $100 
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $79

Buy For $20,284+ 
M S R P  $26,245

Featuring: Equipment 
P o c k o g e  200A. Front 

W h e e l  Drive. 2.51 IVCT 
Engine. S Y N C ®  with 

MyFord®. Pow er  
W i n d o w s  &  Locks, Cruise 

Control. Roar vie w  
C a m e r a ,  R e m o t e  

Keyless Entry

Sign &  Drive Buy For $18.348+
24 M o n t h  Lease M S R P  $24,860

$ 0  D u e  at Signing $205 
$ 5 0 0  D u e  at Signing $18 5  " •  

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $16 4  —  
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $14 3  —  
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $12 3  —  
$2,500 D u e  at Signing $10 2  —  
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $ 82  —

Featuring: Equipment 
P a c k a g e  200A. Front 

W h e e l  Drive. 2.51 IVCT 14 
Engine. S Y N C ®  with 

Myforct®. P ow er  
W i n d o w s  &  Locks. Cruise 

Control. Rear Vie w  
C a m e r a .  R e m o t e  

Keyless Entry

$144 S423 D ue  at Signing with 24 M o n t h  LeOSO
Stooo D o w n  Security depos.1 waived, plus to* a nd  license.

includes acquisition foe a nd  tooso renewal $149 $348 D ue  ot siflnino with 24 M o n t h  Lease
$1000 D o w n  Security depovl waived, plus tax a nd  fcenso.

incfuQes ocquis-lion lee a nd  (ease renewal

N E W  2 0 1 4  Ford Fo c u s  SE N E W  2 0 1 4  Ford E d g e  SEL

■  ̂ <-- ™

.rn.r

Sign 8. Drive Buy For $13,637+
24 M o n t h  Lease M S R P  $20,535

$0 D u e  at Signing $19 2  —  
$50 0  D u e  at Signing $17 2  —  

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $151 —  
$1.500 D u e  at Signing $131 —  
$2,000 D u e  at  Signing $11 0  —  
$2,500 D u e  at Signing $ 90  —  
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $ 69  —

Featuring: Equipment 
P a c k a g e  200A. 2.0L G DI  
14 Eng'ne. leather Seats. 
P o w e r  W i n d o w s  g. Locks. 
Cruise Control. R e m o t e  

Keytess Entry

Sign &  Drive 
24 M o n t h  Lease

$0  D u e  at Signing $296 
$50 0  D u e  at Signing $27 5  

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $25 5  
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $23 4  
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $214 
$2,500 D u o  at Signing $19 3  
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $17 2

Buy For $26,748+ 
M S R P  $35,380

Featuring: Equipment 
P a c k a g e  205A. Leather 
Comtort Package. Front 
W h e e l  Drive. 3.5L Fr-VCT 
V 6  Engine. S Y N C ®  with 
M y  Ford Touch®. P ow er  

W i n d o w s  &  Locks. Cruise 
Control. Rear Vie w  
C a m e r a  Reverse 

Sensing Sytem. R e m o t e  
Keytess Entry

$135 $384 D ue  ol Stoning with 2 4  M o n t h  L O O S O
$1000 D o w n  Security deposit waited. pAis tax a n d  Icense.

includes acquisition tee a n d  loose renewal $230 $411 D ue  at Signing wl.h 24 M o n t h  LeOS©
$1000 D o w n  Security depovl waived, plus lax a n d  fCeme.

includes acquisition lee o n d  lease renewal

N E W  2 0 1 5  Ford Explorer XLT N E W  2 0 1 4  Ford Flex SEL

Sign &  Drive 
24 M o n t h  Lease

$0  D u e  at Signing $ 3 3 0  —  
$ 5 0 0  D u e  at Signing $ 3 1 0  —  

$1.000 D u e  at Signing $ 2 8 9  —  
$1.500 D u o  at Signing $ 2 6 9  —  
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $ 2 4 8  —  
$2,500 D u o  at Signing $ 2 2 7  —  
$3,000 D u o  at Signing $ 2 0 7  —

£ $ 2 4 8 SS24 D uo  ot Signing wllh 
$1000 Dow n

24 Month Lease
Security depovl wotved. plus lax a nd  Scerue. 
includes ocquisilion loo o nd  loose renewal

S j y N E W  20 1 5  Ford Taurus SEL
s Sign &  Drive 

24 M o n t h  Lease

SO  D u e  at Signing $31 8  —  
$50 0  D u e  at  Signing $29 8  —  

$1.000 D u e  at Signing $27 7  —  
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $25 7  —  
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $23 6  —  
$2,500 D u e  at Signing $21 6  —  
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $19 5  —

$255 $S40 Duo at Signing with 2 4  M o n t h  L O O S e
$1000 D o w n  Security depovl waned, plus lax a n d  icemo.

includes acquisition loo o nd  loose renewal

Buy For $30,576+ 
M S R P  $38,215

Featuring: Equipment 
P a c k a g e  202A. Comtort 

P a c k a g e  with leather 
H e a t e d  Seats. Driver 

C o n n e c t  Package. Front 
W h e e l  Drive. 3.51 Ti-VCT 
V 6  Engine. S Y N C ®  with 
M y  Ford Touch®. Pow er  

W i n d o w s  &  Locks. Cruise 
Control. Roar View 
C a m e r a .  Reverse 

Sensing System. R e m o t e  
Keyless Entry

Buy For $22,560+ 
M S R P  $31,360

Featuring: Equipment 
P a c k a g e  201 A. Front 

W h e e l  Drive. 3.5L Ti-VCT 
V6  Engine. Adjustable 
Pedals. Cru se  Control.

P o w e r  Seals. P ow er  
W i n d o w s  &  locks Rear 
V i e w  C a m e r a .  Reverse 

Sensing System. R e m o t e  
Keyless Entry. S Y N C ®  
with MyF or d  T o u c h ®

Sign S. Drive Buy For $27,455+
24 M o n t h  Lease M S R P  $35,370

$ 0  D u e  at Signing $31 4  —
$ 5 0 0  D u e  at Signing $29 3  —

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $27 3  —
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $25 2  —
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $23 2  —
$2,500 D u e  at Signing $211 —
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $ 1 9 0 • ”

Featuring: Equipment 
P a c k a g e  202A. Front 

W h e e l  Drive. 3.5L Ti-VCT 
V 6  Engine, leather 

H e a t e d  Seats, S Y N C ®  
with M y f o r d  Touch®. 

P o w e r  W i n d o w s  6. locks. 
Cruise Control. Rear 

V i e w  C a m e r a .  Reverse 
Sensing System. R e m o t e  
Keyless Entry. Universal 
G a r a g e  D o o r  O p e n e r

$246 $451 D ue  ot Signing wtlh 24 M o n t h  LeOSO 
$1000 D o w n  Sccuniy depovl waived. p«us lax o n d  lieemo

include; acquisition tee e n d  lease renewal

N E W  2 0 1 5  Ford C - M a x  Hybrid SEL
Sign &  Drive 

24 M o n t h  Lease

$0  D u e  at Signing $32 7  —  
$50 0  D u e  at Signing $30 6  —  

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $28 6  —  
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $26 5  —  
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $24 4  —  
$2,500 D u e  at Signing $22 4  —  
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $ 2 0 3  —

$266 $442 D ue  at Signing with 2 4  M o n t h  L O O S ©
$1000 D o w n  Security deposil wa.ved, p hn  tax a nd  ice mo

includes ocqu-ulon fee a n d  Uymn renewal

B uy Far $24,736+ 
M S R P  $30,190

Featuring: Equipment 
P o c k o g e  302A. 

Hands-Free Technology 
Package. Pre mi um  
Audio &  Navigation 

P a c k a g e  2 01 Atkinson 
14 Engine. Cruise Control. 

Intelligent Access 
w/Push Button Start 

Pow er  litigate. Pow er  
W i n d o w s  &  Locks. Rear 
Vie w  C a m e r a .  R e m o t e  

Keyless Entry. S Y N C ®  
with M y  Ford Touch®. 17" 

Alu mi nu m  Wheels

N E W  2 0 1 4  Ford Transit C o n n e c t  XLT W a g o n N E W  2 0 1 4  Ford F-150 S u p e r  C a b  XLT 4 x 4
Sign & Drive 

24 M o n t h  Lease

$ 0  D u e  at Signing $260 
$ 5 0 0  D u e  at Signing $239 

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $219 
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $198 
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $17 7  
$2,500 D u e  at Signing $15 7  
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $136

$198 ^ 0£ o'SJ0n'n°‘,<th 24 M o n t h  Lease
$ 1000 D o w n  Security oepav' waived p*us la« o n d  I ce mo

Wv:kxJ«» ocqudlttcn fee o n d  loose renewal

Buy For $25,057+ 
M S R P  $28,485

Featuring: Equipment 
P a c k a g e  210A. 2 51 

D O H C  14 Engine Pow er  
W i n d o w s  &  locks. Cruise 

Control. Privacy Glass. 
Rear Vie w  C a m e r a .  

R e m o t e  Keyless Entry

Sign &  Drive 
24 M o n t h  Lease

$ 0  D u e  at Signing $32 0  
$ 5 0 0  D u e  at Signing $29 9  

$1,000 D u e  at Signing $279 
$1,500 D u e  at Signing $25 8  
$2,000 D u e  at Signing $238 
$2,S00 D u e  at Signing $217 
$3,000 D u e  at Signing $197

$254 $st9 tx*e at signino 24 Month Lease
$1000 D o w n  $ecvnh oepovt w a v e a  p ms  tax a n a  icense.

inc*x>M ocq uo to n  lee a n d  lecne ren ew s

Buy For $31,553+ 
M S R P  $44,795

Featuring: Equipment 
P o c k o g e  302A. 5 0 1 FFV 

V8  Engine. XLT 
C o n v e r g e n c e  Pockoge. 

X l T C n r o m e  Package.
XLT Pius Pockoge. 

Cruise Control. Pow er  
Adjustable Pedab. 

P o w e r  Orver’s Seat. 
P o w e r  SfcSog Rear 

W i n d o w  Power 
W i n d o w s  &  Locks. SlRKJS 

x w  Radio. S Y N C ®  
R e m o t e  KeySess Entry. 

Rear Defroster Reverse
Sensing System

www.billbrownford.com (734) 452-1036
• tc»\6Mt>ogron>oo'V*:4>e,V»varv A  W)5«»vcugnNSi»ch3irxi5 Fc« fera O » o i  RCi /B CO  cvVc«-*n Up  to three |3| w o v e d  c w
Kev Fccuv TUvon arvj tOvxm. u  «ecs« ox pjvtvjse »•>•* Fc»d 0 * 0 *  t*ot ol txyen w #  c nO S  ter «nc Brd Post a we  peymentv

Showroom Hours

Mon. & Thurs.
9 A M  to 9 PM

lues.. Wed. & Fri. 
9 A M  to 6 PM 3 2 2 2 2  P l y m o u t h  mo. 
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2015 Lincoln 
M K Z  is

‘attracting next 
generation 
of luxury 

car buyers’
By Greg Mullin

Staff Writer

The 2015 Lincoln M K Z  
continues to represent 
the road ahead for the 
Lincoln Motor Co., said 
Steve Hunsinger, sales 
manager at Jack Dem- 
mer Lincoln in Dear­
born.

“With its design, per­
formance and technol­
ogy, the M K Z  is attract­
ing the next generation 
of luxury car buyers,” he 
said.

Those customers en­
joy a wide range of stan­
dard features, plus three 
power train options:

The standard 2.0L 
EcoBoost 1-4.

The available 3.7L 
Ti-VCT V6 engine.

The Lincoln M K Z  
Hybrid, which offers the 
third-generation 2.0L 
Atkinson-cycle 1-4 gas 
engine.

The 2015 Lincoln M K Z  
competes head-to-head 
in the luxury mid-size 
sedan market with 
brands like the Acura 
TL, Cadillac CTS, Infiniti 
Q50 and Lexus ES 350, 
while the Lincoln M K Z  
Hybrid contends with 
vehicles like the Infiniti 
Q50 Hybrid and Lexus 
ES 300h.

“There are man y stan­
dard features on the 
M K Z  that aren’t offered 
on many of the compet­
itive models,” Hunsinger

said.
“One of the most in­

triguing features of the 
M K Z  is the push-button 
transmission, which is on 
the dashboard, alleviat­
ing the center console 
shift and offering a more 
open feel to the cabin of 
the vehicle,” Hunsinger 
said.

The 2015 M K Z  in­
corporates the new Lin­
coln design language of 
“elegant simplicity ”

Exterior design fea­
tures include:

Adaptive L E D  auto 
headlamps.

Auto high beams.
Body-color exterior 

door handles with 
chrome insert.

Configurable daytime 
running lamps (available 
with select and reserve 
equipment groups).

L E D  tail lamps and 
light-pipe driving lamps.

Split-wing grille with 
chrome surround.

Pedestal-mounted 
heated side-view mirrors 
with integrated turn 
signals, blind spot mir­
rors and security ap­
proach lamps.

Power up/down deck 
lid (available).

Rectangular dual 
exhaust with bright tips.

Retractable panoram­
ic roof.

Interior design fea­
tures include:

10.1-inch L C D  instru­
ment cluster.

Ambient lighting —  
customers can choose 
from seven different 
colors (select equipment 
group).

Flow-through front

console with storage bin, 
trinket tray and two cup 
holders.

Genuine wood appli­
ques.

Illuminated scuff

plates.
Premium leather seat­

ing surfaces (select and 
reserve equipment 
groups).

"The luxury and ele­

gant attributes of the 
M K Z  have not gone un­
noticed by today’s luxury 
car buyers,” Hunsinger 
said. “The M K Z  has done 
very well with current 
Lincoln owners, but Lin- ' 
coin is looking at the big 
picture of attracting the 
competitive buyers and 
converting them to Lin­
coln owners.”

In fact, Lincoln pre­
dicts that 45 percent of 
sales will be to past or 
current Lincoln owners, 
while 55 percent of sales 
will come from “con­
quest” customers, Huns­
inger said.

Jack D e m m e r  Lincoln 
is ready to serve all ciis- ’ 
tomers.

"With the integrity 
and knowledge of our 
professional sales staff, J 
today has never been a 
better time to buy from 
Jack D e m m e r  Lincoln,” > 
Hunsinger said. “From 
the moment a client 
enters Jack D e m m e r  
Lincoln, it becomes very 
clear what sets Jack 
D e m m e r  Lincoln apart 
from the competition.

“Com e in and discover 
the Jack D e m m e r  differ­
ence today.”

K N O W  MORE THAN 
JUST THE SCORE.

• . H  -  •

: ' • •
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Dominate the sports conversation with the 
ry f Spo i . Get expert analysis
from one of the most trusted sources in sports 
and always be in the know.

USATODAY
. A p p S t o r e

D O W N L O A D
Our N E W  FREE APP

hometownlife.com
It's fast and easy!

■

•*

Using an iPHONE
From your i-Phone search for or click on the A p p l e  A P P  Store icon. 
Type the keyword “ h o m e t o w n l r f e "  to search for the APP. W h e n  
prompted click install to experience the n e w  hometownlife.com

, , r- Using an ANDROID PHONE
From your smart phone search for or click on the G o o g l e  Play icc 
Type the keyword “h o m e t ownlrfe" to search for the A PP W h e n  
prompted click install to experience the n e w  hometownlife.com
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L I N C O L N

LINCOLN

Vin #3LFR617345

,Vin #5LFUJ28623

Vin #1LEG609912

Vin #2LFBL20793

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

24mo/21,000 mile lease = $199 ^
Per Month, $3080 Due at Delivgtf^S&s Tax, 

Title, Plates, No-Sec Dep.
All Paymeol&^sed on A/Z Plan

r
2015 LINCOLN MKC /

/
/■

24mo/21,000 mile lease = $269 
Per Month, $1953 Due at Delivery, Plus Tax, 

Title, Plates,
All Paymeate&ased on A/Z Plan

2014 LINCOLN MKS

24mo/21.000 mile lease = $ 2 9 Q _ _  
Per Month, $2430 Due at Delivery, Plus Tax, 

Title, Plates, No&afi©gp.* r  
All Payments Baafid on A/Z Plan

2015 LINCOLN MKX

24mo/21,000 mile lease = $29 a ^ axi__
Per Month, $1767 Due at Delivery, Plus Tax, 

Title, Plates, N o  Sec Dep.
All Paymentjaft^EranliSLPii

2014 LINCOLN MKT

Vin #2LEBL58483

24mo/21,000 mile lease = $399 + ___
Per Month, $3501 Due at DeliveiMrflUSnTSxi 

Title, Plates, No,
All Paymenlsrflased on A/Z Plan

i ' '
C-

Vin #5LEEL07375

2014 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
Purchase For

*52,21
Plus 0 %  APR for T^jonths
Plus Taxes, Title, Plate and Doc Efl«s56ased on A/Z Plan

L I N C O L N

800-306-9532

21531 MICHIGAN AVE. 
DEARBORN

1 Mile W e s t  of Southfield Freeway

www.demmerLM.com
SALES

Mon. & Thurs. 9 am-9 p m  
Tues., Wed., Fri. 9 am-6 pm

~ 1 S/ ̂M i c h i g a n  A v e .  / £
£Z
Q. j  ★  u

o  / J a c k  D e m m e r X
^  /  L i n c o l n  \

£ °V 1
SERVICE

Monday-Frlday 
7 am-6 pm

D S B e O d X T R A
NOW...$750 EXTRA

O N  Y O U R  T R A D E  IN!
With the purchase or 
lease of a n e w  vehicle. 
1 9 9 8  or newer, less than 

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  miles.
All prior sales excluded.
Offer expires 2/28/2015

•All p a y m e n t s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  A / 2 - p l a n  A d d  6 %  U s e  T a x  to  calculate total p a y m e n t .  All l e a s e s  a r e  for 2 4  m o n t t v ^ t . O O O  mil e  ‘e a s e  e x c e p t  N a v i g a t o r  w h i c h  3 6  m o n t h s  3 1 . 5 0 0  tcta -  e s  a l l o w e d  O w r e r  L o y a l t y  a n d  L e a s e  
R e n e w a l  Inc en ti ve s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  M K S  i n c l u d e s  M K S  O w n e r  l o y a l t y  a n d  Lin co ln  M K X  i n c l u d e s  Lin co ln  M K X  O w n e r  L o y a l t y  F.rst P a y m e n t .  C a s h  D o w n ,  taxes, trtte. regcstration a ~ d  d o c  f e e  is d u e  at 5. ; n n g .  R e s i d e n c y  

restrictions apply. S e c u n t y  d e p o s i t  is w a i v e d  B a s e d  o n  a p p r o v e d  Tie r  0 . 1  credit t h r o u g h  L i n c o l n  A F S  T h i s  offer e n d s  3/31/15. S e e  d e a l e r  for details ____________



SEEKING CUSTOMERS

An annual tradition 12 years strong!
Connecting businesses 
with active adults seeking 
information for all^tages of life including wellness, 
finances, family and 
senior lifestyles.

Business Receive:
• Exhibitor Space
• Advertising
• Workshops & Demonstration 
Opportunities

• Various Sponsorship Options

i p m t o S p n t
Schoolcraft College 

VisTaTech Center
Sign up by 

February 20, 2015 for
Early Bird 
Discount

248.926.2203
cbjordan@michigan.com

O b s e r v e r  &  E c c e n t r i c
h o m e t o  w n l i f e . c o m

Schoolcraft
College jsTaTechE N T E R


