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Board meets 
The Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools 
Board of Education 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
in the board meeting 
room at the E.J. Mc-
Clendon Education Cen-
ter on Harvey Street. 

Tops on the agenda is 
the expected passage of 
the 2012-13 school-year 
budget. Administrators 
have been working 
for several months to 
eliminate what was 
originally projected as a 
nearly $6 million deficit. 
The budget must be 
passed by June 30. 

Also on the agenda is 
discussion of the poten-
tial bidding out of the 
district's custodial services 
to a private vendor. 

Also, the E.J. Mc-
Clendon building wil l 
have new office hours 
for the public begin-
ning Monday, June 25, 
and running through 
Friday, Aug. 17. 

Summer hours will be 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. For the first 
time, according to school 
officials, the building will 
open from 7:30 a.m. to 
noon each Friday. 

Lunch & 
Learn 

The Canton Com-
munity Foundation 
continues its Lunch & 
Learn series with a ses-
sion explaining the ins 
and outs of maintain-
ing tax-exempt status 
for nonprofit organiza-
tions from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 27, at the foun-
dation's office, 50430 
School House Road, 
northwest of Cherry 
Hill and Ridge roads. 

To register, send an 
email to info®canton-
foundation.org or call 
(734) 495-1200. 

Auto hall 
The Automotive Hall 

of Fame will present its 
annual induction and 
awards ceremony on 
Thursday, July 26, as 
one of the weeklong 
Concours d'Elegance of 
America events at The Inn 
at St John's in Plymouth. 

This year's Automotive 
Hall of Fame inductees 
include James Couzens, 
the business brains be-
hind Henry Ford's early 
successes; Tom Gale, 
whose designs injected 
renewed energy and 
style into the domestic 
design scene; Chuck Jor-
dan, the legendary GM 
designer whose motto 
was "no dull cars"; and 
Albert Kahn, the fore-
most American industrial 
architect of his day. 
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Fourth time not the 
charm for TIGER grant 

By Darrell Clem 
Otecrver Staff Writer 

For a bruising fourth time, Can-
ton learned Friday it has lost its 
fight to secure an $18 million fed-
eral transportation grant for road 
improvements to ease congestion 
along Ford Road near I-27S, billed 
as Michigan's most accident-prone 
corridor. 

"Obviously, I'm disappointed 
because .we worked hard on trying 
to get it and we didn't," township 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said Friday. 

He remains hopeful the Michi-
gan Department of TVansportation 
will identify a solution and find the 
money to pay for it, barring a new 
round of federal dollars. 

MOOT already has initiated a 
new traffic and environmental 

study in Canton. MDOT project 
manager Gorette Yung has indi-
cated a phased-in solution to traf-
fic woes could come by early next 
year, though preliminary proposals 
could be identified even earlier. 

U.S. Department of TVansporta-
tion spokesman Bill Adams con-
firmed that Friday's announcement 
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Please see TIGER, A2 

WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT' 

Canton Municipal Services 
Director Tim Faas (from 
left). Supervisor Phil LaJoy 
and state Sen. Patrick 
Colbeck, R-Canton, have 
all fought for the TIGER 
grant, but their requests 
have thus far fallen on deaf 
federal ears. 

One of the 
good people 
Retirement beckons 
for Canton veteran 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

John Spencer, retiring from his job with Canton Township, is the familiar face conducting 
Canton's Memorial Day ceremony in Heritage Park. 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

After they met on a 
blind date, John and Nan-
cy Spencer fell in love 
and became engaged 
before the Vietnam War 
pulled him away from her 
and his job packing hot 
dogs for a family meat-
manufacturing company 
his grandfather had start-
ed in 1917. 

The couple married 
nearly 45 years ago after 
he returned from his one-
year Vietnam stint as a 
longshoreman and pay-
roll clerk. 

"My high school typing 
skills got me off of the 
ships and into the office," 
Spencer, 67, recalls. 

On the day he retired as 
a 27-year Canton Tbwn-
ship employee, Spencer 
reflected humbly Thurs-
day on a life he has devot-
ed to his wife, his career, 
war veterans and charity 

work. He sat in his third-
floor office of Canton's 
administration building, 
poring over stacks of box-
es and papers to leave 
behind and gathering per-
sonal belongings to take 
home. 

"I'll miss the social inter-
action here and the peo-
ple," he said. "There are a 
lot of good people here — a 
lot of good people." 

A good one 
His supporters say 

Spencer, a 26-year Can-
ton resident, is one of the 
good people: 

• For 37 years, he and 
his wife have helped raise 
money for Christmas 
gifts for needy children, 
first in Livonia and since 
1985 for the Canton Good-
fellows. 

"It's part of our Chris-
tian service to others," 
Spencer said. 

Please see SPENCER, A7 

Canton couple scores win for dog lovers 
By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

A Canton couple who had one 
dog too many for the township's 
three-pooch limit appears to have 
convinced local officials to ease 
the dogged rule. 

The Canton Township Board of 
Thistees has reached a consen-
sus to allow a household to have 
as many as five dogs, though cer-
tain permits, fees and inspections 
could potentially apply once offi-
cials formally adopt an ordinance 
in coming weeks. 

That means Jennie and Alex-
ander Yee and their 8-month-old 
son Jacob won't face the potential 
heart-wrenching decision to get 
rid of one of their four friendly 

cocker spaniel mix pets. 
"That's fabulous. I'm delight-

ed to hear that," Jennie Yee said. 
"I'm just excited that maybe I 
helped make changes for other 
people as well. Our dogs are our 
family." 

Carrying pictures of family dogs 
Bentley, Shelby, Beamer and Edge 
— named after cars — the Yees 
approached the township board 
in late March after an anonymous 
complaint prompted an ordinance 
officer to visit their home. 

The family had recently moved 
to Canton and was unaware of 
the three-dog limit, and Jen-
nie Yee told local officials she 
couldn't imagine losing pets she 

Please see DOGS, A7 
Jennie Yee is happy Canton is loosening its restrictions on the number 
of dogs one household can have. 

COURTESY DRIVING SCHOOL 
SEGMENT F P l y m o u t h High S c h o o l 

I. \ C C n M P M T II- R H r c I o r t i i r A r t a v C 

TjtonPnam'haiC 
on ns dqtEi^t-IMI 

SEGMENT I: 24 Hrs Lecture, 6 Hrs Driving (3 week class) 
July 9-26 M,T,W,TH 9-11 am. November 5-29 M,T,W,TH 2:30-4 30 pm 
July 30-August 16 M,T,W,TH 9-11 a.m. December 3-20 M,T,WTH 2:30-4:30 pm 
August 13-30 M.T.W.TH 4-6 p.m. 
Sepl. 17-0ct. 4 M.T,W,TH 2:30-4 30 p.m. 

Oct 8-NO». i M.T.W.TH CERTIFIED ROAD TESTS AVAILABLE $30 CYCLE 

SEGMENT II: 6 Hrs Lecture (3 day class) 
Julyl6,17,19 M,T,TH 11 a.m.-l p.m. 
August 13,14,16 M,T,TH 11 a.m.-l p.m. 
September 10,11,13 M,T,TH 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
October 10,15,17 W,M,W 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

SEGMENT II 
tutonPncd̂ rMM 
orir»g dij1Ej>9-tM2 

November 12,14,19 
December 10,12.17 

$35 
M,W,M 
M,W,M 

4:30-6:30 pm 

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

GO WILDCATS! 
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TIGER 
Continued from page A1 

of some $500 million 
in road projects marks 
the end of funding this 
year through a program 
dubbed TIGER, or TVans-
portation Investment 
Generating Economic 
Recovery. 

"This is the announce-
ment for 2012," he said. 

MDOT spokesman Rob 
Morosi said more TIGER 
grants still are possible 
for next year. 

"Hopefully by this time 
in 2013, we'll be celebrat-
ing," he said. 

Canton Municipal Ser-
vices Director Tim Faas 
said he was "deeply dis-
appointed" Canton was 
snubbed yet again, con-
sidering the Ford Road 
area has been identified 
as Michigan's highest-
crash area. 

Like LaJoy, Faas said 
he is hopeful MDOT's 
new study could even-
tually usher in a solu-
tion. MDOT has widened 
the scope of its traffic 
study to an area bordered 
by Warren to the north, 
Cherry Hill to the south, 
Sheldon to the west and 

Lotz to the east. 
Once the study is done 

and solutions are identi-
fied, Faas said, "at least 
we'd be ready to go" if 
funding becomes avail-
able, whether from the 
state or federal govern-
ment. 

Studies have indicat-
ed that during the last six 
years, more than 2,378 
crashes have occurred 
along Ford Road between 
1-275 and Canton Cen-
ter. Officials such as state 
Sen. Patrick Colbeck, R-
Canton, have said they 
fear traffic bottlenecks 
could begin to take a toll 
on the corridor's econom-
ic health unless a solution 
to gridlock is found. 

One possible solution 
has been to reshape the 
I-275/Ford interchange 
to divert traffic away 
from Ford Road, by add-
ing new ramps direct-
ly to Haggerty Road and 
a service drive along the 
east side of the interstate 
from Cherry Hill to north 
of Ford Road. 

The latest round of 
TIGER grants included 
money for two Michigan 
projects: 

• A so-called Link 
Detroit project won a 

niiiiin>wiT4, MU 

FORTNIGHT 
FOI FREEDOM] 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish invites you to an 

E V E N I N G of PRAYER, 
EDUCATION & DISCUSSION 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish invites you to an 

on 

Religious Freedom and 
the HHS Mandate 

featuring 
Attorney a n d Cons t i tu t iona l L a w Exper t , 

R o b e r t J. M u i s e 

TUESDAY, J U N E 26" 
7 P M 

St. Michael's School Cafeteria 
11441 H u b b a r d , L ivon ia 

For lofonnatlon; 754-261-1455, ext. 207 
wrxw.lhoplnlmkhifLorg 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

$10 million grant toward 
a $25 million plan to 
improve pedestrian 
and bicyclist connec-
tions between downtown 
Detroit and places such 
as the Riverwalk, East-
em Market, Midtown and 
Hamtramck. 

• Muskegon is to 
receive $1.3 million for a 
rural bus service to reach 
areas lacking service, 
the U.S. Department of 
TVansportation said. 

"It's hard to imagine 
how those projects would 
be more important than 
the funding for the Ford 
Road/275 area with all the 
accidents and crashes," 
LaJoy said. 

Over the years. Can-
ton has received support 
from communities such as 
Westland, the Plymouths 
and Livonia for efforts to 
improve the I-275/Ford 
Road area. Officials con-
sider the traffic problems 
regional in scope. 

This summer. Ford Road 
congestion has even wors-
ened due to local projects 
such as the closing of the 
Warren Road bridge over 
1-275 for repairs. 

dclemOhomctovvnlife.com 
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AROUND CANTON 
"Around Canton" is de-
signed to announce upcom-
ing events taking place in the 
community. Items will run 
on a space-available basis 
Send details to bkadrich® 
hometownlife.com 

POM CLINIC 
Date/Time: Saturday, Aug. 
14, 9-11:30 a.m. 

Location: Canton High 
School North (Phase 3) 

Details: The Canton 
Chiefettes host their pom 
pon clinic for potential 
cheerleaders ages 5-14. 
Students will learn pom 
pon techniques and a short 
dance routine. Parents wil l 
be treated to a performance 
at 11 ;30 a.m. Participants 
will also perform at the 
Canton High School varsity 
football game Aug. 30. Cost 
is $45 for pre-registration, 
$50 at the door. 
Contact: Pre-register at 
www.cantonchlefettes.com; 
call (734) 397-1782 for more 
information. 

POLISH DANCE 
Date/Time: July 21-28 

Location: Orchard Lake 
Schools campus 
Details: The Polish Centen-
nial Dancers from the Plym-
outh, Canton, Livonia (West-
ern Wayne County and 
Oakland County) area hosts 
a Polish Youth Course at 
Orchard Lake Schools where 
students between the ages 
of 10 through 14 study from 
a curriculum that includes 

Setter Health Throug'i Prevon 
WDOMlH 

Heart screening 
The Plymouth football and wrestling boosters host a 
heart screening event for athletes and adults Monday and 
Tuesday, June 25-26, in the school's parking lot off Beck 
Road south of Joy. All tests are ultrasound based, so there 
is no radiation, no pain and no needles. Adult cardio-
gram screenings include Echocardiogram, Carotid Arterial 
Doppler, Abdominal Aorta Scan, Peripheral Arterial Scan, 
Blood Pressure, EKG, and Thyroid scan. Screenings wil l be 
performed by National Diagnostic Services, a nationally 
certified Michigan based company. Screening results are 
reviewed by a local board-certified cardiologist. Tests are 
performed in the HeartMobile right in the school's parking 
lot. Call (877)444-1544. 
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Polish language, history, 
song and dance. Study 
about the Polish culture 
from Polish instructors and 
make friends from all over 
the United States. The $300 
includes lessons, swimming, 
sports, room and board for 
the entire week. 
Contact: For information 
and application, call or 
email Ron or Barb Martin 
at (734) 634-7780 or email 
PNA53Martin® hotmail.com. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Date/Time: Wednesday, 
July 4, 6 a.m. 
Location: The Gathering, 
downtown Plymouth, next 
to the Penn Theater on Pen-

niman Ave. 

Details: The Plymouth-Can-
ton Marching Band (PCMB), 
will be the beneficiary of 
the third annual "Good 
Morning USA" Pancake 
Breakfast hosted by the 
Plymouth-Canton Music 
Boosters. Tickets are avail-
able at the door for $7 per 
person, children under five 
are free. In addition to pan-
cakes and sausage, patrons 
can enjoy juice and coffee 
as they watch the annual 
Independence Day parade. 
Proceeds from the sale 
of tickets wil l benefit the 
Plymouth-Canton March-
ing Band for the upcoming 
marching band season. 

WHEN rou UAVt HOML YOUR PCX OOtSNT HAVt TO 

Platinum Pet Service 
Insured. Bonded. Pet Tech Certified 

- References Available ' 
Tet Sitting. Dog Training. Dog Walking f \ 

10% Discount for New Clients d \ 
15% Discount for Referrals K 

Monthly Specials . 
Servicing Ptymouth. Northvllle. Canton. y-

Novl. Livonia and Ann Arbor 

1 1 
e-mail: Ufl-wagOmsncom i Website: ww^.pUtinumpetietvice.com i 
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Chance to WIN 
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With Car Purchase 

A Collectible Aerial Poster of Tiger's Final Game on 
September 27 ,1999 by Rick Dinoian 

2012 CHRYSLER 
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STK# 0122154 

SALEPMCE 

2012 CHRYSLER 
TOWN & COUNTRY 
TOURING 
STK# C12T18 

SALE PRICE A 

*23,147 JITg 

2 0 1 2 CHRYSLER 
TOWN & COUNTRY 
TOURING-L 
STK# C12T109 

SALE PRICE 
$25,843 
BUY FOR LEASE FOR 24 
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MORE 

2 0 1 2 J E E P GRAND 
CHEROKEE LAREDO 
STKH J12GC121 

SALE PRICE 
$ 25,584 H 

Clearly You is celebrat ing 10 years of business 

w i t h an O P E N H O U S E L 
Join us on Wednesday, June 27th f rom 6 -9pm 

Ladies: Pamper yourself this 
Wednesday at our Open House 

Bring a friend and enjoy chair massage, express facials and 
palm readings for $10-$25. The event is free to attend. 

visit various vendors for "retail therapy". 
Raffle prizes - proceeds to benefit Great Lakes Rabbit 
Sanctuary, refreshments and more. Teens welcome! 

The first 40 guests will receive goodie bags. 

R 

Clearly You 
Professional Skin Care Center 

4 4 5 3 3 Joy Road, Suite 100 • Canton, M l 48187 
( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 - 7 4 7 5 

www.clearlvyouonline.com « clearlyu@aol.com 
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684 W. Ann Arbor Rd. 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 
Open Mon. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Tues. 9 ».m-6 p.m. 
Wed. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.. Ttiurs. 9 »m.-9 p.m., 
Frl. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.. Sat 10 ajn.-3 p.m. l i l1 1;* 
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DICK SCOTT CHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAM 
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975 W. ANN ARBOR TRAIL, PLYMOUTH, Ml | 734-582-9660 
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Plymouth swimmer 
heads to Olympic trials 

By Brad Kadrich 
Ob«rver Staff Writer 

Miranda TXicker has 
always dreamed of being 
an Olympic swimmer. 

This week, the Plym-
outh-Canton Cruiser will 
find out whether she gets 
the chance to reach that 
dream. 

Tbcker, a Plymouth res-
ident and the daughter 
of Jay and Diane "Rick-
er, is in Omaha, Neb., 
this week, where she will 
swim both the 100- and 
200-meter breast stroke 
events at the Olympic tri-
als. 

Finish in the top two, 
she heads to the Olym-
pics. If not, she comes 
home. 

"I've always dreamed 
of it, and when I made it 
my goal the past year, I 
was really happy," said 
TVicker, who qualified 
for the trials at a meet at 
Oakland University last 
weekend. "I was ecstat-
ic when 1 found out I got 
my cuts." 

Thicker swims in pre-
liminary events starting 
TXiesday. She isn't sure, 
but figures "maybe ISO" 
other swimmers will be 
there. She's got to finish 
in the top 16 to reach the 
semifinals, and then the 
best eight of those reach 
the finals. 

The top two go on to 
become members of the 
Olympic team. 

Diane Ticker won't be 
surprised if her daughter 
is one of them. 

"She has worked real-
ly hard to earn this, and 
she deserves it," Diane 
"fticker said. "She's done 
everything possible to 
make this dream happen 
for herself. I'm extreme-
ly proud and happy for 

JHH 
Miranda Tucker (center) with Plymouth-Canton Cruisers coaches Josh and Z Morgan 

her." 
"Everything possi-

ble" includes twice-dai-
ly training, including get-
ting up often at 4 a.m. 
She does dry-land train-
ing at Banvis Methods 
— "It helps me with my 
strength and balance," 
she said — and avoids 
junk food. 

It's TXicker's willingness 
to train hard that helps 
make her such a success-
ful swimmer, according 
to her coach. 

"What separates Miran-
da is her consistency, 
she's done that better 
than most other people 
I've ever coached," Josh 
Morgan said. "She's gone 
through hard work, and 
easy weeks, hard weeks, 
illnesses and injuries, 
and all sorts of different 
things, but she's maybe 
had two practices in the 
last 10 months she missed 
for being too sick or been 
gone. 

"She's grown quite a bit 

in the last year," he add-
ed. "She's had a growth 
spurt. She's probably 5-10 
to 5-11 now." 

Hicker qualified for the 
trip to Omaha by swim-
ming the 100 breast 
stroke in 1:11.75 (qualify-
ing time is 1:12.19), and 

.clocked a 2:35.0 in the 200 
breast stroke (qualifying 
time is 2:35.99). 

"I was pretty surprised 
to see my times, and to 
see how much I beat 
(qualifying times) by," 
she said. 

No one else on the 
Cruisers qualified, but 
Hicker said there are 
"a couple" of Michigan 
swimmers going. Since 
there's no telling what 
kind of times she'll need 
to qualify, "Hicker is just 
concentrating on taking 
it all in and doing the best 
she can. 

"I just want to go for 
the experience and see 
how I do," said Tbcker, 
who qualified for the tri-

© 0 5 ^ ^ 
41170 Joy Rd. * Plymouth, Ml 48170 

* Phone: 734-335-7722 * 
* email: info@TripleThreatDTC.conn * 

5 Week Summer Dance Session: 
Ages 3 & up 
Tuesday & Wednesday Evenings, July 10 thru August 9 
(1) Class= $45; (2) Classes= $80; (3) Classes= $120; 
(4) Classes= $150; (5) Classes= $175 
•Ballet T a p •Contemporary "Jazz 
•Hip-Hop T u r n s & Jumps •Stretch & Condit ioning 

Fairy Tale Musical Theatre Camp 
* Ages 3-5 * $105 * 10am-12:30pm * July 9-12 * 

Princess and The Frog Musical 
Theatre Camp 
* Ages 6-8 * $150 * 10am-2pm * July 9-12 * 

Legally Blonde Musical Theatre Camp 
•Ages 9-12 * $150 * 10am-2pm * July 9-12 * 

Mamma Mia Musical Theatre Camp 
•Ages 13 & up * $150 * 10am-2pm * July 9-12 * 

Triple Threat Actor's Intensive 
• Ages 14-20s * $150 * 5pm-8pm * August 7-9 * 

Triple Threat Dance Intensive 
* Ages 6 thru Adult * $175 * 9am-3pm * August 13-16 * 
* Experienced Dancers Intermediate / Advanced * 

"•Triple Threat Dance Company 
Competition Auditions*1' 

Saturday, August 18th 

SUMMER REGISTRATION: 
June 27-28 5pm-8pm 
There is a 25% discount on the second camp/intensive 
(same student)' 
"Siblings receive 20% off camp/intensive, 
once first child is registered at normal rate* 

i l D D / f Zutntn-if C k t 3 3 

S t f W o f k s s i ' J p 
New students only • Expires 6-28-12 

TRIPLE THREAT 
Dance & Theatre Company 

als at a meet at Oakland 
University last week-
end. "You never know 
what's going to happen. 
The Olympic trials is one 
of those meets where 
you can go your exact 
time, and go up 50 places 
or down 50 places in the 
rankings." 

bkadrichOhometownlrfe.com 

(313)222 8899 

Peddler problem brings 
review of ordinances 
By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

Canton's policies on 
door-to-door solici-
tors are under review 
amid complaints of 
late-night peddlers and 
court rulings that have 
eased restrictions on 
religious, charitable, 
political, philanthrop-
ic and other nonprofit 
entities. 

The Canton Tbwn-
ship Board of TVustees 
is expected to adopt 
ordinance revisions 
after Tbwnship Attor-
ney Kristin Kolb fine-
tunes the changes fol-
lowing public talks 
that began Hiesday 
during a study session. 

Already, peddlers 
and solicitors aren't 
allowed to knock on 
neighborhood doors 
prior to 9 a.m., but 
local officials appear 
to have reached a con-
sensus to scale back 
the 9 p.m. cutoff by 
one hour to 8 p.m. 

"Eight o'clock seems 
reasonable," Kolb 
told the board. "Nine 
o'clock, some resi-
dents feel, is a little too 
late." 

Kolb said courts 
have ruled against 
communities that have 
sought to impose a 6 
p.m. cutoff. 

Supervisor Phil 
LaJoy said 8 p.m. 
seems reasonable to 
him. Moreover, he 
said, residents who 
don't want to bfi both-
ered by solicitors 
"don't have to open 
their door, either." 

While nonprof-
it groups don't need 
a permit to knock 
on doors, commer-
cial solicitors do need 
township permission 
or they could face 
misdemeanor penal-
ties ranging up to 90 
days in jail and a $500 
fine. 

Peddlers attempting 
to make sales also are 
subject to background 
checks and may not 
misrepresent their 
purposes for going into 
neighborhoods. Those 
who fail to disclose 
arrests and convic-
tions other than minor 
traffic citations can be 
denied a permit. 

dclemOhometovvnllfe.com 

(313)222-2238 

Non-surgical treatment 
for head-to-toe pain relief. 

Please welcome 

APM&R 
BRAIN • PAIN • SPORTS • SPINE 

The doctors at Associates in 

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

specialize in the diagnosis and non-surgical 

treatment of nerve, muscle, bone and joint 

problems, with an emphasis on treating the 

whole person. 

Dr. Ali brings expertise in interventional spine 

care, sports medicine, and general musculo-

skeletal medicine to our expanding practice. 

p 734 .712 .0050 
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Three Locations: 
St. Joseph Mercy Ann Arbor 

St. Joseph Mercy Brighton 

St. Joseph Mercy Canton 

SWITCH TO GOOD BANKING 
AND GET MORE THAN 
JUST A GOOD RATE. 

M O N E Y M A R K E T PLUS 

0.9 OS 

I.TTHTTTT I 

i i o . 0 0 0 NEW MONEY & ACTIVE CHECKING REQUIRED. 
AVAILABLE TO NEW AND EXISTING CUSTOMERS 

FOR BALANCES OF $10,000 - J2.999,9V». 

In addition to a competitive rate, we're committed to: 

• Listening to you and understanding your needs 

• Valuing your lime by offering you a complimentary financial review 

• Putting you in control with online and mobile banking, 
2 4 / 7 phone support, and Sunday hours 

• Earning your trust by resolving any inquiries or updating you within 24 hours 

CALL; 1 - 8 8 8 - 3 3 3 - 2 3 7 3 

CLICK charterone.com 

COME IN: Any Charter One 

GOOD BANKING IS GOOD CITIZENSHIP ^Charter One 

A.uUble wm money not currtntt/ on deposit it Chartar One $10,000 new money & acttve ctiecking required to open in activt checking 
account Is defined as laving 5 qualifying payment ttansacilons dial post and clear your account per stalemenl period QiuiiMng payments 
Iram your account incljde ATM withdrawils and payments made (n our branches, payments made using our Onl ne Banking service. Debit 
Cart purchases checks paid and automatic electronic payments to a third party Transfers to your checking savings and money market 
accounts are excluded Online Banking transfers to Business loans or credit lines do not quality Personal accounts/select markets Ajwual 
Percentage Yield (APY) may vary before or alter opening As ot 0M)112 • APY 0 90". tiers S10000- $25,000*, SSOOOOt. $100000<, 
$250,000*. $500,000., $1,000,000.; APY 0 30S her $3,000000. APY 005S below $10,000 Monthly maintenance fee of $20 may tie 
waived with minimum daily balance of $5,000 Fees may reduce earnings Member FDIC Charter One is a brand name of BBS Cmzens, HA 

http://www.APMandR.com
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Student-run credit unions 
wrap up year of banking 

d r r * ! Scholarship 
winners (from 
left) Jason 
Eller, Bryan 
Ren, Allison 
Raylean, 
Caroline Wall 
and Dakota 
Borensik. 

;lub names Sagear scholars 
Sandra Sagear was 

a 1969 graduate of the 
original Plymouth High 
School who imagined and 
believed she could suc-
ceed as she lived every 
day with Polio. 

Tb recognize others 
with those same traits, 
the Rotary Club of Plym-
outh along with Vonnie 
Bench, Tim Sagear and 
their families, put togeth-
er a scholarship program 
named for Sagear. 

And this year, they 
handed out five scholar-
ships to honor such stu-
dents. 

"We look for students 
who have displayed cour-

age, perseverance, spirit 
and creativity in succeed-
ing in achieving an edu-
cation despite a physical, 
mental or emotional bar-
rier," said Deb Madon-
na, the A.M. Rotarian who 
administers the program. 
"They have also shown 
an appreciation of oth-
ers and a commitment to 
their community." 

Funding for the Sagear 
Scholarship came from 
Vonnie and Jimmy Bench 
and family, Tim and Don-
na Sagear, Dave Kugler 
of Critter Catchers and 
proceeds from the Rota-
ry Club of Plymouth A.M. 
bowling event. 

Winners of the three 
Sagear scholarships are 
Bryan Ren, Allison Ray-
lean and Caroline Wall. 

Also part of the pro-
gram is the club's Career 
Tech Scholarship, which 
went this year to Jason 
Eller and Dakota Boren-
sik. 

The scholarship is giv-
en to students who will 
be going on to achieve an 
associates degree or cer-
tificate in careers such as 
Nursing, Culinary, Auto, 
Computers, etc. Funding 
for this scholarship came 
from the proceeds from 
the Rotary Club of Plym-
outh A.M. bowling event. 

The 33 local, student-
run credit unions, sup-
ported by Community 
Financial Credit Union, 
recently finished another 
successful school year of 
banking, helping students 
not only learn to save, but 
also valuable skills for 
the future. 

The student-run credit 
unions served over 1,900 
students during the 2011-
2012 academic year, and 
over 800 student volun-
teers helped their peers 
learn the to save money. 
In June, the students had 
nearly $870,000 in total on 
deposit. 

Operated in partnership 
with local elementary, 
middle and high schools 
in Plymouth, Canton, 
Novi, Northville, Gay-
lord, Hillman and Lewsi-
ton, the credit unions 

Fifth-grade student-run 
credit union volunteers 
from Allen Elementary in 
Plymouth were among 
those participating in 
the Community Financial 
program. 

provide students with 
a hands-on credit union 
experience emphasizing 
the importance of sav-
ing money and financial 
responsibility, as well as 
career skills. 

Throughout the year. 

dedicated Community 
Financial staff has been 
assisting with interviews 
and tours to cement these 
concepts with students. 
Staffers call it a success-
ful team effort. 

"The students involved 
in the program are learn-
ing valuable skills which 
will help them in life out-
side of the school build-
ings and we thank the 
school administrators for 
partnering with us and 
this program," said Nat-
alie McLaughlin, Com-
munity Financial educa-
tion partnership coordi-
nator. "Contributing to 
the community, particu-
larly through education, 
is part of our mission and 
we are proud of all of the 
students for all of their 
hard work throughout the 
year." 

Kellogg Foundation names Teaching Fellows 
Tbday, a fighter pilot, a pastor, a biologist, a 

sea kayak instructor and others from a vari-
ety of backgrounds are rising to meet the 
challenge of improving the effectiveness of 
science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) teaching in the state of Michigan. 

The 2012 class of W.K. Kellogg Foundation's 
Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellows 
includes a diverse group of both recent college 
graduates and career-changers with strong 
backgrounds in the STEM fields. In fact, all 
of the 2012 Fellows majored in a STEM disci-
pline. 

The class includes Cory Chavis of Canton, 
attending Central Michigan University. 

Making a commitment to teach for three 
years, each of the 74 recipients of the high-
ly competitive WKKF-WW Michigan Teaching 
Fellowship (64 enrolling in 2012 and 10 defer-
ring their enrollment) will receive $30,000 to 
complete a specially designed, cutting-edge 

master's degree program preparing them to 
teach in Michigan's high-need urban and rural 
secondary schools. 

"We know that teacher effectiveness plays 
a vital role in student learning outcomes, and 
we must do all that we can to ensure the best, 
brightest and most effective teachers are in 
Michigan classrooms." said Sterling Speim, 
president and CEO of the W.K. Kellogg Foun-
dation. 

Because improving teacher effectiveness 
is essential to raising the level of learning for 
all students, the Kellogg Foundation launched 
the statewide program in 2009 with $18 million 
in support, further reflecting its dedication to 
innovative education practices. Speirn joined 
Gov. Rick Snyder and Arthur Levine, presi-
dent of the Woodrow Wilson National Fellow-
ship Foundation, to announce the 2012 class of 
Fellows, who were selected from a highly com-
petitive pool of more than 2,000 applicants. 

STEVE FECHT FOR THE W.K. KELLOGG FOUNDATION 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation President and CEO Sterling Speirn (left center), 
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder (center) and Woodrow Wilson National Fel-
lowship Foundation President Arthur Levine (right center) pose for a group 
photo with members of the 2012 class of W.K. Kellogg Foundation-Wood-
row Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellows, including Cory Chavis of Canton 
(left), attending Eastern Michigan University. 

A FREE K-6 
Hands-on Education 

Near You! 
Come See What Our Students Are Doing 

At American Montessori 
Academy, we offer a tuition-
free Montessori education, 
blended with Michigan grade 
level expectations. 

By focusing on a variety of 
developmentally appropriate 
hands on materials, practical 
life skills, independent learning, 
nutrition, peace/character 
education, and the child's 
physical, social, emotional 
and academic needs, our 

students develop into 

• Totally Tuition FREE 

• Before and After School 

Kldz Time 

• FREE Tutoring 

• Highly qualified teachers 

and assistants in every 

classroom 

• Two campuses -
Redford and Livonia 

CALL 
TODAY! 

For more information visit 
www.americanmontessori.net 

Livonia Location 
Lower Elementary (K-2) 
14800 Middlebelt Rd. 
Livonia, Ml 48154 
734-525-7100 

Redford Location 
Upper Elementary (3 
17175 Olympia 
Redford, Ml 48240 
313-533-0000 

Join Us in Celebration! 

LST1 
25, [EARS 

..ONE STUDENT AT A TIME 

Life Support Training Institute 
Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time 

For more information or to register, 
please visit us on the web at 

www.iifesupporttraining.org 
or call us at 

866-FOR-LSTi (367-5784) 
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 

Now Accepting Registrations! 

Upcoming 2012 Course Offerings 

I 

Course 
EMT Evening Class 
EMT Day Class 
EMT Saturday Class 
EMT-S Bridge Class 
EMT-S Bridge Class 

EMT Saturday Class 

Start Date 
6/18/12 
6 /19/12 
6 /23/12 
7 /8 /12 
7 /10/12 
7 /21/12 

Days 
M thru Th 
T-Th 
Sat 
Sun 
T-Th 
Sat 

Location 
Taylor 
Southfield 
Southfield 
Taylor 
Southfield 
Taylor 

Late Registrants Accepted 

^ a u & ^ 
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UttHSlO 

Full Assistance with 
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Home-like Setting 

for Active/Alert. Memory Impaired. 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents 

• Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates 

• 24 Hour Professional Staffing 
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free 
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day 
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner 
• Medication Management 
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
• Beauty & Barber Shop 
• Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 

C r y s t o C C r e e ! ^ . 
Assisted Living 

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187 
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads) 

(734) 453-3203 
www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com 

V 

http://www.americanmontessori.net
http://www.iifesupporttraining.org
http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
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Pros: Weigh options carefully on pension buyout 
By Valerie Olander 

Correjpondent 

Financial advisers are 
urging area salaried 
retirees from General 
Motors and Ford Motor 
Co. to consult an expert 
before making a pension 
buyout decision. What is 
good for one retiree may 
not be the best decision 
for another. 

Retirees need to con-
sider all assets, tax lia-
bilities, current spending 
habits, as well as age and 
health before making the 
irreversible decision. 

"I think we'll have some 
people who will blind-
ly ignore (a buyout) and 
hopefully that won't be to 
their detriment. Others 
may have a lottery men-
tality and take the lump 
sum," said Mike Klassa, 
a certified financial plan-
ner from Klassa, Swag-
gerty and Associates, a 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services in 
Livonia. 

Remember that this 
money must last over 
your lifetime, he said. 
Making the right decision 
is crucial, he said. 

Paul Benson of the Ray-
mond James & Associ-
ates office on Main Street 
in downtown Plymouth 
agreed noting that what-
ever a retiree decides — 
the decision is irrevoca-
ble. 

"It is so important to 
make the right decision," 
said Benson, a certified 
financial planner and 
branch manager of the 
Plymouth office. "Some-
times it makes sense and 
sometimes it doesn't. It 
depends on the client's 
age. health and other fac-
tors such as personal 
resources." said Benson, 
who has already coun-
seled several GM retir-
ees. "Some took the buy-
out and others did not 
based on their personal 
situations." 

"Every situation is 

Vv &:>*,• 

unique," said Benson, 
who encouraged retirees 
to seek "unbiased advice 
from a competent finan-
cial planner" before mak-
ing a decision. 

GM announcement 
GM announced a plan 

June 1 for salaried work-
ers who retired between 
October 1997 and Decem-
ber 2011. They have until 
July 20 to make a deci-
sion to forgo month-
ly pension checks in 
exchange for the lump-
sum payment. Prudential 
Insurance will be taking 
over the pension plan. 

A third option allows 
retirees to choose a new 
form of monthly pen-
sion based on the lump 
sum evaluation and mar-
ital status. Retirees who 
already decided on a sin-
gle annuity or married 
with joint or survivor 
benefits can change that 
option, although it may 
require a former spouse 

to sign off. 
Approximately 42.000 

of GM's salaried retirees 
and surviving spouses 
are eligible. 

Ford was first to 
announce a pension buy-
out plan affecting its 
98.000 retirees in the U.S. 
on April 28. but has yet to 
send financial informa-
tion. The packets will be 
sent out based on the last 
two digits of Social Secu-
rity numbers later this 
year and into 2013. 

Robert Hardies, a cer-
tified financial planner 
at Financial and Portfolio 
Advisors in Livonia, said 
there seems to be mass 
confusion from GM retir-
ees. 

"They have to make a 
decision by July 20 and 
they just received the 
packet June 1. That's a 
short time frame and 
they need to be running 
to a financial adviser to 
do some calculations so 
they can make a deci-

No Road Blocks Here! 
CELEBRATING OVER 
70 YEARS SERVICE 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY 
COME FIND OUT WHY YOU ARE 
MILES AHEAD AT TENNYSON CHEVROLET! 

Chevy Runs Deep 

Michael Johnson 
New & Used Consultant 

10 Years 

Scott Rama 
New Car Sales Manager 

20 Years 

James Thomas 
Financial Director 

Over 40 Years 

, 734-425-6500 
f www.TennysonChevy.com 
• 32570 Plymouth Rd. • Livonia • Just East ol farmington M. 

NOW OPEN 
SATURDAY 
9AM-3PM 

sion," Hardies said. 
Every retiree will have 

to make an independent 
decision because of so 
many variables, Klassa 
said. 

"When (the retirees) get 
their numbers, they're 
going to be looking at 
numbers in the $700,000 
to $800,000 range and 
maybe even up to $1 
million in some cases," 
Klassa said. "They're 
going to think it's a wind-
fall right away. A lot 
are thinking about new 
cars, a cottage. But, wait, 
this is the same income 
stream needed to last for 
your entire life expectan-
cy." 

Phil Putney, an accoun-
tant and profession-
al financial specialist at 
Advanced Financial Solu-
tions in Farmington. said 
some will think they can 
make better investments 
and multiply their nest 
egg. 

"While having con-
trol over your own mon-
ey has its benefits, there's 
no guarantee. You're per-
sonally taking on all the 
risk," he said. 

His advice is for GM 
and Ford retirees to not 
fall victim to sales agents 
pushing investment prod-
ucts without having a 
long-term strategy, he 
said. 

"(Retirees) need a plan 
first and then exercise 
your options," he said. 

A true picture for 
retirement financial secu-
rity is looking at all assets 
and whether the decision 
will be tax efficient. 

"They should be look-
ing at their overall retire-
ment needs. You need a 
guaranteed income of 'x' 
to pay for housing, cloth-
ing, utilities. The income 
stream needs to be simi-
lar to the pension they're 
currently receiving," Put-
ney said. 

Even those who don't 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
Many people are 

wrongly rejected when 
they apply for Social 
Security Disability 
benefits. Money was 
taken out of their 
paychecks for Social 
Security taxes to ensure 
that they would receive 
disability benefits if 
they could no longer 
work full-Ume. Sadly, the 
government denies 
approximately 60% of those who 
apply for disability benefits. 

Attorneys J.B. Bieske and 
Jennifer Alfonsl have 42 years 
combined experience 
representing only Social Security 
disability cllenjp And they 
personally meet with all clients 
and appear personally at all court 
hearings. Many large firms assign 
inexperienced attorneys to your 
case. And some of these firms are 
located thousands of miles away 
and only fly the attorney In the 
day of the court hearing. 
Attorneys Bieske and Ailonsi have 
vast experience before local 
Michigan judges 

Attorneys Bieske and Alfonsl 
can often make a winning differ-
ence at the application stage. 
And, if an appeal is necessary 
they have won several hundred 
cases before a court date Is even 
set. 

Those denied can appeal on 
their own but statistics for many 
years reveal that those 
represented by attorneys win a 
much higher percentage of 
appeals. And attorneys who 
specialize In Social Security 
Disability cases win a much 
higher percentage yet 

In addition to practicing only 
Social Security disability law 
attorney Bieske has written a 
book for attorneys about the 

subject and has been 
Interviewed on various 
television programs. 
Both attorney Bieske 
and Alfonsl have also 
been Interviewed on 
radio programs and 
have given speeches to 
many groups. 

Attorneys Bieske 
and Alfonsl offer free phone or 
office consultation. 11 they 
represent you, there will be no 
fee charged until after the 
case It won. The fee Is a 
percentage of retroactive 
benefits. 

Bieske and Alfonsl represent 
clients from all over the state of 
Michigan. Their Livonia office Is 
on Six Mile Road just west of I-
275. Their Novl office is located 
on Haggerty Road just north of 
12 Mile Road. Call them at 
1 -800-331-3530 for a free 
consultation If you have been 
denied, or If you are thinking of 
possibly applying for Social 
Security benefits. 

www.stdflghtar.com . 

see the benefit of the 
lump-sum buyout need to 
run the numbers, he said. 
Determine if an invest-
ment product can offer 
a similar income stream. 
"If you can, then it's a 
wise decision," he said. 

In other cases. Social 
Security combined with 
a pension may be more 
than what a retiree needs 
to live on. "Ricking some 
away for tax reasons 
might be a wise invest-
ment, Putney said. 

Renato Jamett of Ray-
mond James & Asso-
ciates in Birmingham 
said the challenge will 
be "fast-forwarding 20 
years to realize the cash 
flow will have a differ-
ent set of problems, such 
as health care costs, ris-
ing prices of utilities, 
gas and other common 
expenditures. 

"Taking the dartboard 
approach that worked in 
the 1990s is not going to 
work here," he said. 

Expert advice 
Charlotte Bewersdorff, 

vice president of annui-
ties at M and O marketing 
in Southfield, will be host-
ing a number of work-
shops in the near future 
to help GM and Ford 
retirees make sound deci-
sions. The company is an 
umbrella organization for 
independent agents, pro-
viding training and prod-
uct analyses. 

"I've been advising peo-
ple to get two or three 
opinions before deciding 
on what to do," she said. 

One of those indepen-
dent financial advisors. 
Vince Gauci of VFG Asso-
ciates in Livonia, said the 
first thing a retiree needs 
to do is to get a complete 
needs' analyses. It's the 
first action he takes with 
a new client, gathering 
information to set goals 
and objectives for their 
financial future. 

"The buyout itself is not 
for everyone and that's 
why it's important to go 
to a financial planner that 
has been in business for 
a while," he said. "What's 
good for one person is not 
for another." 

One longtime client who 
was offered a $400,000 
pay out wanted to pay off 
a $120,000 mortgage. But 
that only leaves less than 
$300,000 to invest and 
use over a lifetime, Gauci 
said. 

In addition, the mon-
ey withdrawn and spent 
from the buyout will be 
taxed. 

"A lot of them are real-
ly getting impressed 
when they see the lump 
sum and they are getting 
excited about it. They're 
going to have to watch 
their spending habits in 
the beginning," he said. 

Gauci suggests retir-
ees use three types of 
accounts, he calls buck-
ets, for their nest egg. 
The first is liquid assets 
to pay for living expens-
es. The second is long-
term investments or 
a bucket where mon-
ey can be accessed with-
in five-10 days if need-
ed in an emergency and 
the third is a qualified 
asset account for longer-
term investments such as 
401(k)s and IRAs. 

Retirees not yet col-
lecting Social Securi-
ty benefits will have that 
supplemental income 
when it kicks in at age 
62. Also, some retirees 
may be draining sav-
ings accounts now to sup-
plement their current 
income. 

Add up the cash in sav-
ings in the estate and at a 
4 percent withdrawal rate 
the money should last a 
lifetime, Gauci said 

"It gets back to goals 
and objectives to make 
sure you don't outlive the 
assets," he said. 

GLUTEN FREE 
SEMINAR 

Dr. Greg Kramer, DC 
is holding a 

Gluten Free Seminarl 
at the Livonia 

Charles Towne Office Center 
34441 Eight Mile Road 

Greg Kramer, O.C., D.A.A.M.L.P. ^nitp 116 
Diplomat Amencan Academy of Medical Legal OUIlC M O 
Professionals Studies under nation's leading 

Chiropractic Neurologist 

Wednesday, June 27th • 6 pm 
Topic To Be Discussed: Dr. Kramer's 

What You Are Eating 
May Be Killing You! 

If you or a loved one is suffering from: 
1) Celiac Disease 
2) Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
3) Bloating or Cramping 
4) Constipation or Diarrhea 
5) Brain Fog 

6) Fatigue 
7) Crohn's Disease 
8) Ulcerative Colitis 
9) Fibromyalgia 

10) Thyroid Dysfunction 

You may be suffering from 
GLUTEN SENSITIVITY! 

s r r ^ r c a l i (248) 615^533 

Gluten Workshop^ Seating Is Limited! 

www.LivoniaSpineAndHealth.com 
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