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Fireworks
special

Canton residents
heading to Livonia for
the Spree fireworks
display have a chance
to avoid all that Spree
traffic.

The Madonna Univer-
sity athletics program
again hosts a family
friendly site to view the
Livonia Spree fireworks
on Sunday night, June
24. Representatives
from the athletic de-
partment will be taking
donations for park-
ing in a great place to
view the fireworks that
would allow viewers to
avoid the traffic snarls
caused by Spree.

“You can watch the
fireworks from your own
car and then be on the
road home minutes after
they are complete,” Ma-
donna Athletic Director
Bryan Rizzo said.

Madonna is located
at the corner of Levan
and 1-96. Public rest-
rooms will be available,

Biggest loser

NBC'’s popular reality
series The Biggest Loser is
launching a 13-city cross
country search to find
new contestants for the
next edition of the hit
show. Individuals who
have at least 85 pounds
to lose are encouraged to
apply for the new season,
which will air in January.

The closest casting call
point is from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Saturday, June 30,
at the Gardner-White
Furniture Store, 45300
Hayes in Macomb.

Casting producers are
looking for charismatic
individuals who have
the desire to change
their lives forever and
vie for this once-in-
a-lifetime opportu-
nity to lose weight and-
compete for a grand
prize of $250,000.
Candidates must be at
least 18 years of age
and legal residents of
the United States. For
those who are unable

' to attend a casting call,
information on how to

" apply to the show and
submit a video is avail-
able on www.thebig-

anton eyes fireworks ban
except on U.S. holidays

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton revelers empowered by
a new state law to set off more
powerful fireworks are likely to
face a local ban except for three-
day periods around national holi-
days when Michigan lawmakers
blocked such restrictions.

Citing concerns about fires,
injuries and neighborhood noise,
the Canton Township Board of
Trustees reached a consensus

Tuesday evening to prohibit the

use of Roman candles, bottle

rockets and other fireworks that

shoot into the air.

“I just have these visions of
badly burned people and badly
damaged property,” Treasurer
Melissa McLaughlin said.

Though a formal vote to ban
the more powerful fireworks
is pending, the seven-mem-
ber board reached its consen-

a growing number of Michigan
communities adopting restric-
tions.

The Grand Rapids City Com-
mission enacted a ban Tuesday,
the same night Canton engaged
in talks centered on new fire-
works legislation. The latest
developments come after state
legislators and Gov. Rick Snyder
eased restrictions — a move sup-
porters say will usher in millions

retailers cash in on the changes.

Canton Deputy Fire Chief Josh-
ua Meier said Canton already
had one injury that required hos-
pital care since the fireworks-
easing law became effective this
year.

Moreover, Meier cited U.S. sta-
tistics from the National Fire
Prevention Association indicat-
ing that fireworks caused 15,500
fires — some of them to homes

sus Tuesday during a study ses-
sion. Canton is expected to join

licensing fees and sales taxes

of dollars in new revenue from

as Please see FIREWORKS, A5

Richard Constantino prepares the pasta for the spaghetti dinner, sponsored by
Canton Firefighters, during last weekend’s Canton Liberty Fest.

World record tops ‘bigger

than ever’

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton’s 21st Liberty Fest,
crowned Saturday by fireworks
erupting over Heritage Park, has

been deemed a rousing success and

broke the Guinness World Record
for the largest gathering of people
dressed as the Statue of Liberty.

Jon LaFever, Canton Leisure Ser-

vices recreation coordinator, cit-
ed “record crowds” and a festival
that was “bigger than ever” as he
estimated the three-day turnout at

Liberty Fest

See more Liberty Fest photographs — A6

reported “no major incidents” as
festival goers descended on Heri-
tage Park for carnival rides, a rain-
bow of entertainers and myriad
activities for all ages.

Jeanette Williams, recreation spe-
cialist, said more than 700 people
dressed in Statue of Liberty cos-
tumes during a gathering that coin-
cided with SK, 10K and one-mile
races. Counting people who didn’t
dress up, the races drew 1,200 run-
ners and walkers.

gestlosercasting.com. PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dymond Harding entertains on Friday evening.

‘Garden’ party

Retirement lets ‘Z’ make new career move

By Brad Kadrich

Observer Staff Writer

nearly 50,000 people.

Detective Sgt. Dave Schreiner Please see LIBERTY, AS
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dents will return in September.
Zolkowski won’t.
“Change has been a pretty consistent
element in my life,” said Zolkowski, for
the last three years the Park’s first and

For the first time in about 20 years,
anyone looking for Bill Zolkowski come

Home Delfivery: J— September is going to have to look only park principal. “I've moved from
(866) 887-2737 .—_'g somewhere other than inside a school career to career in kind of a planned L
—— & building. way. It started to feel like it was time."”
:mm - = & Zolkowski closed out the education- Plucked out of the South Redford Now-former Plymouth-Canton Educational Park Principal
Plymouth Ml 48170 -—E: al part of his career this mongh, when schools three years ago to become the Bill Zolkowski (left), who retired when the 2011-12 school
ga the Plymouth-Canton Educational Park year ended last week, moves into the hospitality industry
v dismissed classes for the last time. Stu- Please see RETIREMENT, A2 with longtime friend Mark Hodesh.
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Hodesh suggested it dur-
ing a dinner meeting a
few months ago.

“He threw out the
idea for a beer garden,”
Zolkowski said. “It'll be a
seasonal thing, and we'll
feature Michigan-crafted
beers.”

He leaves behind a park
he and other adminis-
trators feel is more unit-
ed, more organized and
more cohesive than it was
when he got there. Before
Zolkowski's arrival, each
building had its own prin-
cipal, and its own sys-

RETIREMENT

Continued from page A1

first principal to head all
three high schools at the
Park, Zolkowski leaves
three years later ready
to take on another chal-
lenge.

Garden party

He will open Bill's Beer
Garden in downtown Ann
Arbor, hopefully some-
time next month. The
idea came around when
longtime friend Mark
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tem. The knock on it was
a lack of sameness, a lack
of system.

After bringing in a for-
mer state board of educa-
tion official to consult on
possible leadership mod-
els, the district decided
on the park principal sys-
tem and hired Zolkowski
to be the man.

Dr. Jeremy Hughes is
the consultant the district
hired to develop the mod-
el. He later became the
district’s superintendent.

“The intent of that job
was to restore a sense
of unity to the Park
some felt had been lost,”
Hughes said. “Bill def-
initely did that. He re-
energized the phrase,
‘Three schools, one
Park.”

One Park

Zolkowski agrees.

He said in the last few
years, the Park’s leader-
ship team has standard-
ized the curriculum and
class offerings, estab-
lished the same expecta-
tions for students in all
three buildings, and uni-
fied most of the systems
to put everyone on the
same page.

“You go to any office in
any of the schools, and
you get the same answers
to the same questions,”
Zolkowski said. “It didn't
used to be that way.”

While he's proud of the
things the team — and
he’s quick to point out
it was a complete team
effort — accomplished,
there are things Zolkows-
ki wishes he had gotten
done. At the top of the
list, he said, is a “fair, con-
sistent, rational grading
policy.”

While there is “a long
list” of policy consider-
ations centered around
grading, the one Zolkows-
ki finds grating is the
idea of “averaging.” He
said the idea of including
early low scores in a stu-
dent’s final grade hurts
the student.

“The football team can
have a crummy practice

Carol Kipg, MD Rhonda Gumma, DO

Christine Schloesser;, MD

w
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Bill Zolkowski, who was the first park principal when he arrived three years ago, is leav-
ing his educational career behind and opening a beer garden in downtown Ann Arbor.

X -

Bill Zolkowski and Mark Hodesk hope to have their beer
garden open in downtown Ann Arbor next month.

on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, get a little better on
Thursday then win on
Friday and we don't put
an asterisk on the win
because of those early
bad practices,” Zolkows-
ki said. “In the classroom,
however, a student who
starts slowly has all of
those early low grades
averaged into the final
mark, dragging down the
final grade. Averaging is
just one of many topics
that are worthy of inclu-
sion when discussing a
progressive grading pol-
icy.

“A B shouldbea B
should be a B, no matter
whose algebra class you
have,” he added. “That
is not the case for any
school that has not tack-
led the issue consciously
and aggressively.”

team (the district is going
back to individual school
principals at the three
high schools). Zolkows-
ki's issue will be growing
his beer garden in down-
town Ann Arbor, which he
hopes to open in July. He
said he knows little about
the hospitality industry,
though in an earlier life
he spent some time with
a wholesale/retail oper-
ation, importing for a
retail store.

Still, the prospect
doesn’t frighten him.

“Downtown Ann Arbor
is such an exciting place
... to see where it is now
and to have a chance to
get back is exciting,”
Zolkowski said. “I'm not
scared about it at all. It's
a good feeling to be going
to something, rather than
running away from some-
thing.”

He said his wife, Susan
Hawley, who owns the
Michigan Language Cen-

Into the future
That’ll be an issue fac-
ing the new leadership

ter in Ann Arbor and
teaches English to speak-
ers of other languages, is
excited for him.

“She knows it was
time for me to make
a change,” Zolkows-
ki said, and then smiled.
“Frankly, she was a little
afraid I'd just hang out at
home.”

He's at least partly
right about that. Hawley
said she never figured
her energetic husband
was much of a threat to
sit around and do noth-
ing.

“He's at the point where
he needs to be doing
something different,”
Hawley said. “He’s got
a lot of energy, and he
needs to be around peo-
ple. I think the beer gar-
den is perfect for him.”

While Zolkowski is
excited at the opportu-
nity that lies ahead, he's
also a bit misty about
the career he’s leaving
behind. “Sure I'm a little
sad, although the tran-
sition hasn't given me
much time to really think
about it,” he said. “Since
I made the decision,
almost every day I think
of something I'm going
to miss. There's sadness,
but no regrets, and a lot
of pride about what we
accomplished.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 2228899
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Rhonda Gumma, DO, and Christine Schloesser, MD, to
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Police say driver, victim knew each other

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A Wyandotte suspect and the
woman he is accused of hitting
with a van after he dragged
her out of the vehicle in Canton

knew each other, Detective Sgt.

Dave Schreiner said.

“They were acquaintances,”
he said.

The defendant, 38-year-old
Brian Nadeau, is facing a June
22 preliminary exam in 35th
District Court to determine
whether he should face trial in
Wayne County Circuit Court.

Nadeau could
g face penalties
| ranging up to
10 years in pris
on and a $5,000
fine, if con-
victed of injur-
ing the woman
and her 4-year-
old daughter.
He has been charged with two
counts of assault with intent to
do great bodily harm less than
murder.

During an arraignment by
video last Thursday, Nadeau
was ordered jailed with a

TR TG T
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Nadeau

$100,000 cash or surety bond
set by 35th District Judge
James Plakas.

Another judge, Ronald Lowe,
is expected to hear testimony
when Nadeau appears for his
preliminary exam, unless the
defendant chooses to waive the
proceedings.

In setting Nadeau's bond,
Plakas also ordered that he be
placed on a GPS tether if he is
released from jail. Such a teth-
er allows authorities to know if
defendants disregard warnings
to stay away from their alleged
victims, 35th District Court

Administrator Debra Kubits-
key said.

Canton police had received
a call to the 5760 area of Bel-
leville Road, south of Michi-
gan Avenue, after a 29-year-old
woman was pulled out of a van

and assaulted in front of a busi-

ness, Schreiner said.
The woman was able to get
the 4-year-old girl from the van

before Nadeau is accused of get-

ting back into the vehicle, inten-
tionally hitting the female and
injuring her as he drove away.
The child sustained a head
injury during the incident.

“None of the injuries
appeared to be immediate-
ly life-threatening,” Schrein-
er said.

Nadeau is accused of fleeing
the scene. However, police said
he was later arrested in Detroit
by members of the Western
Wayne Community Response
Team, which spotted the sus-
pect and the van.

The woman, who was taken
to a hospital for treatment, was
alert and able to tell officers
what had happened.

dcdlem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

People International concert to benefit Canton arts

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Amy Wood could have
as many as 20 people
camping out on the liv-
ing room floor of her Can-
ton home for a week in
July, but she’s not too con-
cerned about it.

If it happens, it'll
mean a successful annu-
al conference for her
chapter of People Inter-
national, the non-profit
group which promotes a
lifestyle with a “strong
moral base” for which
she’s the national coor-
dinator.

People International
(PII) rotates the location
of its annual conference,
and this year is Canton’s
turn.

PII strongly believes
in what the group calls
“Four Absolutes:” Unself-
ishness, Honesty, con-
cerned Love and Self-dis-
cipline. The group pro-
motes the kind of life-
style that incorporates all
four ideals.

“For a lot of mem-
bers, it has become a safe
place,” said Amy Wood,
whose husband, Ken, is

DETAILS

What: People Interna-
tional annual conference
When: July 7-14; final
concert July 13

Where: St. Michael
Lutheran Church, 7000
N. Sheldon in Canton;
final concert is at Vil-
lage Theater at Cherry
Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill in
Canton.

How much: Conference
is $275 (open to the
public); tickets to the
performance are $15 for
adults, $12 for kids and
seniors 60 and older.
How to help: Donations
are welcome if you can't
attend the conference or
the performance.
Contact: Amy Wood,
(734) 748-3828 or email
amymilligan@comcast.net

also a member. “We don’t
care about background.
We're accepting of every-
one."”

In addition to the met-
ro Detroit group, PII has
chapters in Richmond,
Va., Allentown, Pa., and
Kent, Ohio.

People International will perform at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill July 13 at the end of the group’s week-long
conference in Canton.

According to the Woods,
PII was born out of the
ashes of the “Sing Out”
movement, which died
out in the late 1990s.

Ken Wood, a Dearborn
Heights native, was a
member of the Sing Out
Dearborn group from
1987-1990, and remem-
bers it as a favorite time
of his life.

Sing Out was the “cool”
thing to do, with casts as
big as 100 people for a
program that eventual-
ly became a sort of “feed-
er” program for PII. Ken
Wood said PII reminds
him of his childhood time
spent in Sing Out Dear-
born. The conference
transports the Dearborn

Free pair of eyeglasses
for yourself, a friend or

Macy's
Optical

BUY ONE

complete pair of eyeglasses

Heights native back in
time.

“For me, it’s like spend-
ing a week as a teenag-
er again,” said Wood,
who pointed out three-
fourths of his wedding
party were people he met
in PII. “T’'ve made a lot of
friends from PII."”

Planning for the con-
ference started around
Thanksgiving, when the
conference director and
the performance director
were chosen. The confer-
ence, being staged at St.
Michael Lutheran Church
in Canton, runs much
like a retreat. Between
rehearsals for the final
performance, attendees
take part in workshops,

team- and self-esteem-
building exercises and
other activities.

The end-of-conference
performance will fea-
ture artists with vary-
ing degrees of experi-
ence, ranging from the
professional (including a
couple of opera singers)
to the amateurs who've
never set foot on a stage
before.

The show is choreo-
graphed, though “we
don’t make the choreog-
raphy too crazy,” said
Carol Milligan of St. Clair
Shores, Amy Wood's
mother and a member of
PIL

Because people are tak-
ing time off from work
and often can't afford
hotel rooms for a week,
Amy Wood said her liv-
ing room often resembles
a campground during the
PII conference.

“It’s not uncommon
for me to have 20 people
sleeping in my house,”
she said. “Some of them
just don’t have that much
money.”

While they're in town,
PII members will sing the
National Anthem at the

Detroit Tigers game July
8 at Comerica Park. It'll
be their third time at bat
for that,

“It's a rush to stand at
home plate and sing,”
Milligan said. “It's so big
and so vast, and there are
so many people.”

The Woods are hop-
ing to generate some
new members from the
conference, which she
encourages people from
the community to attend.
The group, she said, could
use an infusion of youth.

“We need our group to
grow,” she said. “I'm the
youngest in our group
right now, and I'm 40. We
need some youth to sus-
tain ourselves.”

Proceeds from the final
performance will benefit
the Canton Partnership
for the Arts & Humani-
ties.

“It’s a very generous
thing for them to do,”
said Jill Engel, the part-
nership’s executive direc-
tor. “I'm really looking
forward to seeing their
show."”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899
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Canton Police say this heavily clothed woman who al-
legedly robbed the Credit Union Family Service Center in
Canton is believed to remain at large.

Police seek
robbery suspect

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A heavily clothed wam-
an who allegedly robbed
the Credit Union Family
Service Center in Canton
is believed to remain at
large and is being sought
by township authorities,
Detective Sgt. Dave Sch-
reiner said Monday.

Police have released
a photo of the suspect,
though Schreiner not-
ed the woman was heavi-
ly clothed and apparently
tried to conceal her iden-
tity by wearing a hat, a
hoodie, sunglasses and
gloves.

“She was very well-con-
cealed,” he said.

The incident hap-
pened just before 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 13, at
the Credit Union Fami-
ly Service Center, 5810
N. Sheldon. The woman
didn’t reveal a weapon.

“It was a woman, and

there was no weapon
implied,” Schreiner said.
“She produced a note
demanding money.”

The suspect is believed
to have been a young
adult female, though
witnesses couldn't pro-
vide much additional
information because the
woman wore so much
clothing and accesso-
ries.

“We're still looking for
tips,” Schreiner said.

Anyone who has infor-
mation is asked to call
the Canton Police Depart-
ment at (734) 394-5400.

Anonymous tips for a
possible cash reward also
may be made by calling
Crime Stoppers of Mich-
igan at (800) SPEAK-UP,
going to www.1800.speak-
up.org or texting CSM
and the tip to 274637, or
CRIMES.

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238
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Cell phone
swiped

A man who alleged-

ly admitted he went
to the Canton Cross-
ings apartment com-
plex to buy $20 in mari-
juana told police he was
robbed of his cell phone
after two suspicious men
approached him.

The incident occurred
about 10:15 p.m. Sunday,
a police report said.

The alleged victim ini-
tially told police he had
gone to the Crossings,
southeast of 1-275 and Joy
Road, to meet a friend
when he was approached
by two black males. He
described one alleged sus-
pect as 6 feet tall, thin with
an athletic build wearing a
black hoodie, dark shorts
and white socks and shoes.
He said the second man
was 6 feet tall with a medi-
um build and wearing a
white T-shirt and black
cargo pants.

He told police one of the
suspects hit him on the
left side of the face with
a closed fist and knocked
him to the ground. He
said the suspect demand-
ed money and his phone.

The police report said
the alleged victim had a
small pocket knife, which
he said he used for work.
The report indicated one
arrest was made of the
alleged assailant.

Controlled
substance

A police officer in

the CVS parking lot
at Haggerty and Palm-
er began trailing a driv-
er who allegedly failed
to stop for a flashing red
light. The driver was tak-
en into custody for sus-
picion of driving while
under the influence of a
controlled substance.
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Northville’s Summer Art Extravaganza:

arts-acts

A CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS

June 22-24, 2012

Experience over 100 artists, live music, food, films, plays,
activities for kids and the ambiance of downtown Northville.

northville

Special highlights include:

B ;s

Northville’s 24th Annual
Fine Arts Festival

brought to you by the Northville Art House
Fri. 3-9 pm, Sat. 10-8 pm, Sun. 11-5 pm
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The incident happened let C1500 after doing a

about 12:40 a.m. Friday. A background check on the
police report indicated the  license plate while the
white Chrysler 300 was truck was at the McDon-
stopped on Haggerty south  ald’s at Michigan Avenue
of Singh Drive and that the and Lotz Road.

driver had no picture iden-
tification or paperwork for
the vehicle.

Police noticed a pair of
brass knuckles in the cen-
ter console area, and the
driver allegedly told an
officer he didn’t know
the weapon was illegal. A
police report indicated he
had slurred speech and
failed sobriety tests, and
he had Xanax he said was
his girlfriend’s. Police
allegedly found other
pills under the seat of the
car — pills the driver said
were for back pain.

Police got a search war-
rant and took the driver
to Oakwood Canton for a
blood test. The informa-
tion was being forwarded
to the detective bureau
for follow-up.

Coke possession
Canton police arrested
aman wanted on a war-

rant for cocaine posses-

sion during a traffic stop

that occurred about 11:50

p.m. Monday at Michigan

Avenue and Hannan, a

police report said.

An officer stopped the
driver of a 1997 Chevro-

The information
revealed the owner was
wanted by the Wayne
County Sheriff’s Office
for the cocaine warrant,
the police report said.

The suspect was tak-
en into custody as local
authorities made arrange-
ments to turn him over to
Wayne County officials.

Liquor stolen
A suspect was arrest-
ed amid allegations he
stole 10 bottles of liquor
from the Meijer store at
Ford and Canton Center
roads, a police report said.

Police received a call
about the alleged theft
about 2:45 a.m. June 13.

A police report said an
employee had seen the
suspect loading liquor into
“a backpack, leaving the
store and driving off in a
maroon car east on Ford.

An alert police officer
spotted the vehicle on
Cherry Hill east of Shel-
don and stopped it. Police
not only nabbed the sus-
pect accused of taking
the stolen liquor, but a
female in his car was tak-
en into custody for an

In-Ground
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outstanding warrant out
of Inkster for a traffic
offense.

The liquor was returned
to Meijer.

Retail fraud

An employee of the

Marshalls store on
Ford Road east of Lil-
ley notified police after
noticing a female employ-
ee allegedly taking cloth-
ing into a fitting room
and leaving with an item
concealed in her pants, a
police report said.

The suspect then went
to a store counter, but
only to cash her payroll
check.

Police received the
call about 3:10 p.m. Mon-
day, prompting an inves-
tigation that led to the
employee receiving a cita-
tion for embezzling over
$100 in merchandise.

The suspect allegedly
admitted she had taken a
pair of sunglasses, a hat
and a T-shirt, the police
report said. She told
authorities she couldn’t
afford to actually buy the
merchandise because she
was in trouble with East-
ern Michigan Universi-
ty police and owed court
fees, the report said.

Home invasion
A Canton man return-
ing to his mother’s
vacant home in the 8600
block of Holly, south-
east of Joy and Hagger-
ty, contacted police after
he noticed the doors had
been forced open, a police
report said.

Police received the call
about 6 p.m. Monday.
However, it appeared no
damage had been done to
the house and nothing was
missing, the report said.

The home has been up
for sale.

Failure to appear
Canton police arrest-
ed a man around 11
p.m. Friday at Heritage
Park, where Liberty Fest
was happening. A police
report indicated the man
was wanted for an out-
standing warrant out of
Delta County for failing
to appear in court for a
third offense of operating
a vehicle while impaired.

Funny money
Police went to Sam’s
Club on Ford Road east

of Lotz after an employ-

ee noticed what appeared
to be a counterfeit $20
among a payment of
$7,500 in cash that a man
had made last Thursday.
The employee indicated
the store had never had

a problem with the man

and believes he may not

have known the counter-
feit bill was among the
money.

Compiled by Staff Writer
Darrell Clem from Canton
Police Department reports.
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The City of Plymouth has scheduled and will be conducting the Accuracy Testing for the
Optical Scan Voting Equipment, as well as the Hearing Impaired Equipment, for the
Presidential Primary Election to be held on TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2012. The testing is
scheduled for FRIDAY, JUNE 29, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. at the Plymouth Cultural Center,
525 Farmer Street, Plymouth, MI 481 4()

Sh¢rtw

A POETRY & SHORT STORY EVENT

Literature Contest

brought to you by Preservation Dental ) This is an open testing session and any interested person is encouraged to attend.
Election Source will be conducting the testing to assure that the voting equipment has
been programmed appropriately.

For more information, contact the Northville Art House at
248-344-0497, visit our website at www.northvillearts.
org or follow us on Facebook and Twitter. ﬂ

If there are any questions, please direct them to the City Clerk's office at 734-453-1234,
ext. 234. The Plymouth Cultural Center is in compliance with the American Disabilities
Act and is handicapped accessible

7>\

NORTHVILLE

ARIT
HOUSE

215 W CADy STREET

Linda Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk

OBONTTHOED 3x3.6
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LIBERTY

Continued from page Al

Williams said the event
far outpaced any oth-
er gathering for the
most people dressed as a
national monument.

“We're just finaliz-
ing everything with the
Guinness Book of World
Records,"” she said.

LaFever reported no
serious glitches during
Liberty Fest. Even the
heat didn’t seem to take
too much of a toll on the
festival crowds.

“We had two medical
calls all weekend, despite
the heat,” LaFever said,
citing one sprained ankle

and one heat-related issue.

The Canton Firefight-
ers Local 2289 Charity
Foundation sold 891 spa-
ghetti meals in less than
three hours Friday eve-
ning, Fire Capt. Ron Bat-
tani said.

“We did good,” he said,
saying the event raised
about $7,000 and outpaced
sales of recent years that
had faced challenging
weather.

Much of the money will
go to the wife and two
young children of the late
Canton firefighter Ryan
Swick, who in May lost his
battle with cancer.
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THOMAS BEAUDOIN

Five-year-old Benjamin Pryor of Canton, and his mom Karen finish up the 5K run with

smiles on their faces.

“The firemen here take
a lot of care in what they
do,” Battani said.

In one of the more sur-
prising moments of Liber-
ty Fest, a large crowd of
dancers suddenly broke
into a choreographed rou-
tine to the song Holding
Out For A Hero during a
flash mob performance
about 7:40 p.m. Saturday
near the amphitheater.

“It was great, and every-
body was really sur-
prised,” said Kaya Dob-
son, a Canton event coor-
dinator and flash mob par-

ticipant. “It seemed like
everybody really enjoyed
it.”

In a nod to Liberty Fest's
theme of celebrating com-
munity heroes, some
dancers donned costumes
representing superheroes
such as Batman and Spi-
der-man.

The political season
made an appearance, too,
as some candidates min-
gled among the crowds
seeking votes for local
races.

Overall, Liberty Fest
was called upbeat by those

attending, though they had
different reasons.

Some, like Canton resi-
dent Matthew Pucci, laud-
ed “the family environ-
ment, the entertainment
and all the activities,”
while his son, Matthew
Pucci Jr., came to “talk to
girls and ride rides.”

Whatever the motiva-
tion, the festival seemed
to please, LaFever said.
“It was a very smooth
Year"l

ddem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

FIREWORKS

Continued from page Al

and vehicles — in 2010.
Those fires resulted in
eight reported deaths, 60
injuries and $36 million in
property damage.

That same year, 8,600
people sought help in hos-
pital emergency rooms
for fireworks-related
injuries.

Local officials say the
move to restrict fire-
works isn't intended as
punitive. Rather, they
called it a safety issue.

Township Attorney
Kristin Kolb, who is fine-
tuning a proposed ordi-
nance, said Canton can-
not ban the fireworks the
day before, after or on
national holidays, includ-
ing New Year's Day; Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day,
the third Monday in Jan-
uary; George Washing-
ton’s birthday, observed
the third Monday in Feb-
ruary; Memorial Day;
the Fourth of July; Labor
Day; Columbus Day, the
second Monday in Octo-
ber; Veterans Day, Nov.
11; Thanksgiving; and
Christmas.

However, township offi-
cials have asked Kolb to
research whether Canton
could place time restric-
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tions even on those hol-
idays, such as potential-
ly banning fireworks for
a nine-hour period start-
ing at 1 a.m. Local lead-
ers asked Kolb to clari-
fy whether noise and nui-
sance ordinances might
allow the provisions.

In another develop-
ment, the township board
indicated it likely would
allow the more powerful
fireworks for events such
as weddings and cultural
celebrations, though such
a move could potentially
require users to get a per-
mit and have the Canton
Fire Department inspect
proposed locations.

Kolb, meanwhile,
offered a reminder of
certain aspects of the
new fireworks law. It's
illegal to set off fire-
works while consuming
alcohol and consumers
can only light fireworks
on their own property or,
with permission, some-
one else’s property.

They cannot set off fire-
works on public property.
Canton Detective Sgt.
Dave Schreiner has said
anyone who suspects ille-

gal fireworks activity
should call Canton police
at (734) 394-5423.

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

Summer lasts 100 days, but our TGLS Sale
will only last 5! June 19-June 23rd
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Don’t miss our TGIS SALE, with savings up to 70%

on selected merchandise! Shop early for best selection.

Showroom of Elegance features ‘Plymouth (antons largest
selection of fine jewelry.

Rings

Earrings
Pendants
Bracelets

Watches

-

I
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Does not include Pandora, Citizens Signature watches or loose stones. Excludes prior purchase. Not valid with any other offers.

Showroom of Elegance * 6018 Canton Center Rd. * Canton MI 48187 « 734.207.1906

MONEY MARKET

PLUS

$10,000 NEW MONEY &
ACTIVE CHECKING REQUIRED

FOR BALANCES OF
$10,000 - $2,999.999

Avallable with money not currently on depasit at Charter One. $10,000 new money & active checking required to open: an active checking account ks defined as having 5 quality
include ATM withdrawals and payments made in our branches, payments made using our Online Banking service, Debit Card purchases, checks paid and automatic electronic pay
transters to Business loans or credit lines do not quality
£3.000.000+: APY 0.05% below $10,000. Manthly maintenance fee of $20 may be walv

Personal accounts/select markets. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) may vary before or after opening. As of 06/01/12 -
ed with minimum daily balance of $5,000. Fees may reduce earnings. Member FDIC. Charter One is a brand name of RBS Citizens NA

Also from June 19-23:
We will pay an additional
20% on all gold purchased!

sbowroomofelegance.com .

CALL 1-888-333-2373

ing payment transactions that post and clear your account per s
ments to a third party. Transfers to your checking, savings,
APY 0.90% tiers $10,000+

SHOW& OF
nee

Store Hours:

Tues-Fri: 9:30-6

Sat: 9:30-4

FINE JEWELRY

Closed Sun & Mon

~ A GOOD BANK GIVES YOU
0.90%2 A GREAT RATE. SWITCH TODAY.

CLICK charterone.com

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com

GOOD BANKING Is GoopcimizensHiP” X§ Charter One' .

COME IN Any Charter One

ccount

)
nd money market accounts are excluded. Online Banking
25000+, $50,000+, $100,000+, $250,000+, $500,000+, $1,000,000+; APY 0.30% tie







