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MOOT input 
The Michigan De-

partment of Transpor-
tation is seeking public 
input on their Traffic 
and Environmental 
Study and Evalua-
t ion of the 1-275 at 
Ford Road area. Once 
completed, the study 
wil l propose traffic 
solutions for the highly 
congested area. 

Public comments can 
be submitted by visiting 
the Canton website at 
www.canton-mi.org and 
clicking on the MDOT 
link under "Canton Con-
nection." The link will 
take you to a public com-
ment form. Once com-
pleted, the form can be 
mailed to MDOT Taylor 
TSC at 6510 Telegraph 
Road, Taylor, Ml 48180 
or emailed to yunggO 
michigan.gov. All com-
ments must be received 
by Friday, July 6. 

For more information 
on the study, call MDOT 
at (313) 375-2400. 

^ a t e r W a l k 1 

screening 
A special Father's Day 

screening of the made-
in-Michigan feature 
WaterWalk has been 
scheduled at Canton 
Cinema in Canton 7 
p.m. Sunday, June 17. 

WaterWalk is based on 
the true story of Steve 
and Justin Faulkner's 
attempt to become the 
first single canoe team 
to retrace the danger-
ous 1,000-mile discovery 
route of the Mississippi 
from St. Ignace, Mich., to 
St Louis. 

For more information 
and to view the trailer, 
go to www.waterwalk-
themovie.com. 

Trail cleaning 
Join the Friends of 

the 1-275 Metro Trail for 
a trail work day 6.30-9 
p.m. Thursday, June 21. 
The group points out 
vegetation has grown 
rapidly along the trail 
this spring, and there-
fore they'll be "beating 
back the brush" on the 
section just north of 
Eight Mile. 

Volunteers should 
meet on the trail or in 
the Meijer parking lot 
on the southwest cor-
ner of Eight Mile and 
Haggerty. Bring clip-
pers, pruners, loppers, 
scythes/sickles, rakes 
and brooms. Volunteers 
should wear protective 
eye wear, work gloves, 
long pants and a long-
sleeved shirt; poison 
ivy is always a concern. 
Water and light snacks 
wil l be provided. 

For more informa-
tion, call Dave Duffield 
at (248) 994-3074. 
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Canton adopts ban 
on synthetic drugs 

By Darrell Clem 
Otaerver SUM Writer 

Amid a growing backlash 
against synthetic drugs such as 
Spice and K2, Canton's elect-
ed leaders have made it a local 
crime to sell, buy or possess the 
substances that officials have 
blamed on horrific crimes. 

"I'm very pleased we're taking 
action," Supervisor Phil LaJoy 
said Tuesday evening as the Can-
ton Tbwnship Board of TVustees 
enacted a ban, effective June 21, 

The next step 

on synthetic drugs. 
The sweeping decision by the 

seven-member board came as 
county, state and federal offi-
cials ratchet up their efforts to 
tackle the burgeoning problem 
by adopting their own measures. 

One trustee, Dr. Syed Tfaj, a phy-
sician, said moves to criminalize 
synthetic drugs should be accom-
panied by greater efforts to edu-
cate young people about the dan-
gers of using substances known 
as Spice, K2 and Bath Salts. 

"I think we should have some 

way to educate our youth, espe-
cially in the schools," T^j said. 

Step a h e a d * 
TVustee Greg Demopoulos, a 

Canton resident and Northville 
Tbwnship prosecuting attorney, 
said he has pushed for a local 
ban on synthetic drugs that have 
been sold in gas stations and oth-
er stores. He said those making 
the substances have reformulat-
ed the ingredients to try to stay 
one step ahead of laws. 

Canton Public Safety Public 

Director Patrick Nemecek said 
the township-enacted ordinance 
gives local police a tool to cite 
buyers and sellers with a misde-
meanor offense punishable by 
90 days in jail or $500 in fines. 
He said the measure gives law 
enforcement a tool to confiscate 
any synthetic drugs they find. 

Moreover, Nemecek said the 
penalties could become tough-
er depending on the wording of 
state legislation. 

Please $e« SYNTHETIC, A6 
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Plymouth graduates Navaira Anjum and Jessica Linderman found friends and family in the crowd at 
Plymouth High School's commencement ceremony Sunday at Eastern Michigan University. For the list of 
graduates and more photos from the PHS ceremony, please turn to page At 1. The page for Canton High 
School is page A9. Salem High School's page will run Sunday, June 17. You can also find galleries for all 
three graduations at www.hometownlife.com. 

Canton ushers in Liberty Fest 
By Darrell Clem 
Obierver Staff Writer 

Canton employees and res-
idents are expecting a rous-
ing community celebration as 
Liberty Fest ushers in carni-
val rides and games, entertain-
ment, a classic car show, an 
international stage celebrat-
ing Canton's diversity, palate-
pleasing food and numerous 
other activities. 

Jon LaFever, Canton Leisure 
Services recreation coordina-
tor, said crowds could swell to 
50,000 visitors over three days. 
"The weather is supposed to 
be great," he said. 

Liberty Fest happens 5-10 
p.m. today (Thursday), 1-11 
p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. to 11 
p.m. Saturday. 

Connie Xenakis, past presi-
dent of America's Most Want-
ed Car Club, said scores of 

FLOW OF TRAFFIC 
Driving near Heritage Park becomes more difficult as Canton's 

21st Liberty Fest happens today (Thursday) through Saturday, draw-
ing as many as 50,000 people and ending with a crowd-wowing 
fireworks display. 

To ease traffic congestion. Public Safety Director Patrick Nemecek 
has issued the following temporary traffic orders: 
• Starting 11 a.m. Friday, parking is prohibited along Canton Center 
between Cherry Hill and Palmer. 
• On Saturday, Canton Center between Cherry Hill and Palmer 
closes 10:30-11:30 p.m. for the fireworks show, and Summit Park-
way closes 8 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. from Canton Center to Glengarry 
Boulevard. 

The traffic orders will be lifted after fireworks traffic has cleared. 

classic cars from the 1920s 
to modern head-turners are 
expected 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday on festival grounds. 

"I'd like to see 200 cars," 
Xenakis said. "Good weather 
doesn't hurt, either." 

The car club is raising mon-
ey from entry fees, 50/50 

drawings and blind auctions 
for Camp A.B.L.E., a special-
needs children's camp, and the 
VFW Stand Down Project for 
disadvantaged war veterans. 

Jeanie Deraniygala, a Can-
ton resident and businesswom-

Please see LIBERTY, A6 

Custodians 
march to 
save jobs 

By Brad Kadrlch 
Obierver Stiff Writer 

Christine Siepierski wanted to be 
at Tuesday's Plymouth-Canton Board 
of Education meeting, where many 
of her custodial brothers and sisters 
were demonstrating in effort to con-
vince board members not to priva-
tize their jobs. 

Ironically, Siepierski had to work. 
So there was her daughter, Melis-

sa, carrying a sign at the comer of 
Canton Center and Hanford, along 
with dozens of other union mem-
bers, staffers and supporters. 

"I'm here for my mom," Melissa 
said. "She couldn't be here, so I'm 
here for her." 

TXiesday's demonstration came 
amid the board's deliberations on the 
2012-13 budget. Part of that consid-
eration is the idea of privatizing cus-
todial jobs. District officials have 
already received RFPs from private 
vendors for that service, a move 
they say — if they make it — could 
save some $1 million, mostly in pen-
sion and health care costs. 

N o t o n us 
But a number of supporters spoke 

up IXiesday, urging the board not to 
balance its budget on the backs of its 
employees. 

"Every single person goes above 
and beyond the expectations of what 
they're paid for," said Kathy Laden-
berger, who has been at Salem High 

Please see CUSTODIANS, AS 

Custodial union members and support-
ers demonstrated outside Discovery 
Middle School Tuesday In an effort to 
convince Board of Education members 
not to privatize their jobs. 

Finance Your 
Summer Fun! 
Our low rate loans can help you 
save money all summer long! 
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6 COMMUNITY 
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Canton forced to cover 
golf course deficit 

By Darrell Clem 
Obiervcr Staff Writer 

A deficit in Canton's golf 
course fund has prompt-
ed elected officials to cov-
er the loss by siphoning 
$570,362 from the town-
ship's general fund. 

It's not the first time 
the golf fund has fallen 
short, specifically for the 
Pheasant Run Golf Club, 
and needed help from a 

separate account. 
"This is not a surprise," 

Canton's finance direc-
tor. Wendy TVumbull, said 
as the board approved the 
money transfer Tbesday 
evening. 

However, past transfers 
had typically been made 
from the township's pub-
lic improvement fund, 
which TVeasurer Melissa 
McLaughlin said draws 
its source of money from 

Auto workers...have you been 
offered the option to receive a lump 
sum payment from your employer? 

Call us today to talk about what 
options may be right for you. 

Michael K. Klassa, 
CFP,*CtiFC,* CfiPC,' 
Financial Advisor 

A m e r i p r i s e 
himiiuidl 

37677 Pembroke Ave. • Livonia. Ml 48152 • 734-432-6490 
Amenpnse Financial Scnice*, he. HHRA and SIFC 
02011 Aiwipftef Rftandal, Inc. A* nqMs rcsmwl oeorreTi® 

D J S PAUIIMG 
Professional Paving and Seal Coating Specialists 

Serving the Greater Michigan 

the local landfill and the 
sale of property. 

Within the last year, the 
public improvement took 
a hit due to an expected 
property sale that didn't 
happen. Moreover, the golf 
course's revenues declined 
during what proved a 
rainy 2011 season. 

Local officials also have 
said golf course revenues 
had fallen fiat in recent 
years as economic troubles 
prompted more people to 
trim their golfing expenses. 

The end result is the 
township board has chosen 
to transfer $570,362 from 
the general fund to cover 
the golf course's debt. 

The general fund had a 
$5.5 million balance at the 
end of 2011, though it, too, 
has been hurt by declining 
property values and taxes. 

Tbwnship officials are 
hopeful the public improve-
ment fund will recover and 
minimize the risk of further 
depleting the general fund 
in coming years. 

Moreover, Canton Lei-
sure Services Director Deb-
bie Bilbrey-Honsowetz said 

Hiesday evening that golf 
course revenues already 
are 40 percent higher for 
2012 than they were this 
time last year — due to bet-
ter golfing weather. 

Pheasant Run's reve-
nues have typically paid 
for its operational costs, 
though the township has 
had to use other funds to 
help cover the debt. 

TVumbull said the golf 
course has a two-pronged 
debt that is set to end in 
2016 and 2020. Officials 
are eagerly awaiting the 
debt payoff. 

"We'll be thrilled." 
McLaughlin said. 

TVumbull said she plans 
to notify the state of Mich-
igan of the township's 
method for covering the 
golf fund shortfall. The 
state requires such a defi-
cit-elimination plan. 

The public improve-
ment fund has been used 
not only to aid the golf 
course, but also for proj-
ects such as improving 
Canton roads and build-
ing the Summit on the 
Park recreational facihty. 

Laurie Conlen (from left) and Linda Hampton of the Can-
ton Public Library with Sandy Jacobs, voiunteer specialist 
at Veteran's Hospital of Ann Arbor with more than 20 
boxes and $330 in gift cards and donations for veterans. 

Collection drive nets supplies for vets 

im 

Boxes of granola bars, 
bags of Lifesavers, cans 
of tuna and plastic uten-
sils were piled high at the 
Canton Public Library as 
the community respond-
ed generously to a Memo-
rial Day supply drive for 
veterans. 

When it was all pack-
aged up, more than 20 
boxes and $330 in gift 
cards and donations were 
headed to the Veteran's 
Hospital of Ann Arbor to 
be distributed to home-
less and needy veterans. 

The Memorial Day 
drive was the brainchild 
of library pages Linda 
Hampton and Laurie Con-
len. In addition to orga-
nizing the drive, the duo 
also constructed displays 
at the library honoring 
veterans and featuring 
memorabilia collected 
from family and friends. 

"People really enjoyed 
the displays and spent a 
lot of time looking at the 
items," Hampton said. 
"We couldn't believe the 
response to the drive." 

Conlen said the com-
munity "really came 
through" for the drive. 

"We had to find extra 
space to store it until the 
VA Hospital could come,." 
she said. 

That extra space was 
the office of library 
director Eva Davis, who 
was happy — though not 
surprised — by the vol-
ume of items collected. 

"We know from our 
Memorial Day drive last 
year and our annual drive 
for the Detroit Area Dia-
per Bank that our com-
munity is very generous 
and the library is happy 
to help make that connec-
tion," Davis said. 
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Clearly You Is celebrating 10 years of business 

I w i t h a n O P E N H O U S E ! 
Join us on Wednesday, June 27th f rom 6 - 9 p m 

along with our special guests: 
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Canton could be part of bogus check scam 
By Darrel l Clem 
Objervcr Staff Writer 

Canton hasn't lost any mon-
ey, but the township adminis-
tration building's address has 
been used on fraudulent checks 
mailed to people in several 
states, officials said. 

"We haven't had any inci-
dents that we know of the actu-
al crime being perpetrated in 
Canton," Detective Sgt. Dave 
Schreiner said Monday, "but 
people are alerting us that our 
address is showing up on bogus 
checks." 

Tbwnship TVeasurer Melis-
sa McLaughlin said one recip-
ient contacted Canton after 
receiving a letter indicating the 
check was sent as a property 
tax refund. 

"They don't even own proper-

ty here," she said. 
Officials say it isn't even 

clear how the perpetrators are 
potentially benefiting from the 
scam, unless they are somehow 
convincing people to send cash 
for a portion of the amount 
mailed to them. 

"Somebody somewhere is 
stealing money," McLaugh-
lin said. "They didn't do all this 
work for nothing." 

Local officials warned resi-
dents to be on the lookout for any 
such suspicious mail or checks. 

Even though the checks use 
Canton Tbwnship's address, 
they are drawn on the Massa-
chusetts-based Bank of Canton. 
An employee there said Mon-
day afternoon she couldn't dis-
cuss the incidents. 

Local officials have been . 
notified of checks written out 

for small amounts, though 
Mclaughlin said one was made 
out for $3,800. She said the 
scam should serve as a warning 
to residents to beware of any 
suspicious attempts to get mon-
ey from them. 

"It's the old adage, if it seems 
too good to be true, it probably 
is," McLaughlin said, advising 
residents to "be on your guard. 
Everybody works too hard for 
their money to have it taken 
from them." 

Ijocal officials have been con-
tacted by check recipients on 
the East Coast and in the South, 
though some incidents also could 
be happening closer to home. 

Canton Finance Director 
Wendy TVumbull said numer-
ous inquiries have been made 
with the township, with as 
many as 20 calls coming last 

Thursday alone. 
"We had a rush come through 

last Thursday," Trumbull said. 
Schreiner said the incidents 

remain a mystery. 
"We don't know exactly who's 

behind it or what all the facts 
are behind this," he said. 

Ix)cal officials could only 
speculate on ways the perpe-
trators may be trying to capi-
talize on the scam. 

But, Schreinef said, "It is dis-
turbing to know that our good 
name and address are being 
used to perpetrate crime and 
fraud." 

Such fraud cases are becom-
ing increasingly common as 
criminals become more sophis-
ticated, he said. 

"We are all potential victims 
if we're not careful," Schrein-
er said. 

Canton Township hasn't lost 
any money, though Schrein-
er called it "unnerving" that 
someone or a group would use 
the local address in an attempt 
to commit their crimes. 

Some recipients have emailed 
copies or sent checks here. 
Others have simply called. 
Mclaughlin said one envelope 
was received from an Albany, 
N.Y., post office. 

She lauded those who have 
notified local officials of the 
scam. 

"They're good, honest people 
who are trying to put two and 
two together," she said. 

Anyone local resident who 
may receive a bogus check is 
urged to call Canton Police at 
(734)394-5400. 
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DAD'S WISH LIST A 
PREMIUM WEBER GRILLS 
With purchase of Summit or Genesis Grills; 

FREE Assembly • FREE Grill Brush 
FREE Grill Cover 
FREE Propane Tank Fill-Up 
HALF-OFF Deliver Charge 

25% 
OFF 
SHADE 
TREES 

BIRD 
BATHS 
30% OFF 
Glazed, c o m p o s i t e , 
many colors. 

Tropical Hibiscus 3 0 % 
^ Mandevilla Vine QFF 

734-453-5500 
www.plymouthnureery.net |—-—1 
Mon Fri. Sam Spin 
Sat. Sam-Spm • Sun. 9ara-5pm 
Offers Expire June 20. 2012 

f P L Y T N / I O U T H 
M N U R S E R Y 

I S H O W P t A C E 

9900 Ann Arbor Road W. 
7 Mile* WmI of 1275 • I 1/2 Mllfi SoalhotM U 

Comei of Gotfrtdfton Rd. ̂  

are <3? W tin (J iralcU ''r""'l'r 

flint 
• UttHStO 
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Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Home-like Setting 

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents 

• Highly Competilive Inclusive Rates 
• 24 Hour Professional StaHing 
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free 
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day 
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner 
• Medication Management 
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
• Beauty & Barber Shop 
• Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 

Crustaf Cree!^ 
Assisted Living 

8121 Ulley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187 
( looted between toy & Warren Roads) 

(734) 453-3203 
www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com 

Happy Hours 

0 
Doily 

ia t S' rBQ in Town! 
• Homemade Sauces 
• Slow, Smoked Meats 
• Southern-Style Sides 

Specials 

Now Serving Breakfast 
(Saturday & Sunday 9am - noon) 

Happy Hour Mm? 
All Day, Every Day! 

Take & Grill Deal 
(Wrapped Cold and Ready for the Grill) 

Full Slab of Smoked Ribs 

Whole Smoked Chicken 

Bottle of BarBQ Sauce. 

* 3 3 

^ * 

Dine-in, Carry-out, or We Deliver! Call (734) 667 - 3996 

(One Mile West of 1-275) 

! ^ a ' ^ r B ? D — h f a c e b o o k b u u i f c t e r 
42452 Ford Road 

canton, mi 48187 www.realbarbq.com 
(734) 6 6 7 - 3 9 9 6 ^ 

Valid at this location only. Offer expires 6/30/2012. 
Dine-in, Delivery, or Carry-out. See store for details. 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 
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Pranks a b o u n d 
It's the end of the school 
year. That means pranks. 

Canton police went to Plym-
outh High School shortly before 
1:30 p.m. Monday after receiv-
ing reports of a trash can fire 
in a first-floor boys bathroom 
of the "C" pod. School securi-
ty advised the fire was out and 
there was no need for firefight-
ers. 

Police arrived and found the 
damaged plastic trash can had 
been taken outside. The only 
thing found inside the can was a 
container for a hair product. 

In another incident, a police 
report said a water bottle 
exploded in a cafeteria garbage 
can prior to school starting June 
S at Canton High School. 

The report noted a strong odor 
of chemicals coming from the 
can. The report indicated a stu-
dent admitted responsibility for putting 
something into the water bottle and caus-
ing it to explode. 

No injuries were reported in either 
incident. 

Sex o f f e n d e r reg is t ry 

2A 4S-year-old man listed on the sex 
offender registry was taken into cus-

tody following a routine traffic stop that 
occurred shortly before 11:30 p.m. Fri-
day near Haggerty and Van Bom roads, 
a police report said. 

Police learned the man hadn't changed 
his address as required by law. 

The incident started when a police offi-
cer who was stopped at a flashing red 
light on southbound Haggerty noticed 
that a green Ford Taurus on westbound 
Van Bom slowed, then tumed onto Hag-
gerty in front of another vehicle that 
already was waiting at the intersection, a 
police report said. 

Police stopped the car, ran a back-
ground check and learned the driver had 
misdemeanor warrants out of Inkster 
for failing to appear in court on allega-
tions he drove with a suspended license, 
had defective equipment and committed 
another minor traffic offense. 

A police report also said the man had 
license suspensions. 

The suspect was considered a sex 
offender registry absconder because he 
had failed to change his address since 
2006. A warrant was being sought from 
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the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office. 

Indecent exposure 

3Police investigated reports of an inde-
cent exposure following allegations 

a man may have exposed himself to a 
woman after she drove to her residence 
in Stoneybrooke Apartments, southwest 
of 1-275 and Joy Road, shortly before 7 
p.m. June 6. 

The woman said she had left a near-
by liquor store and noticed a blue Mon-
te Carlo following her. She said the male 
driver honked his hom, tailgated her and 
followed her to Stoneybrooke, according 
to a police report. 

The woman got out of her car along 
with a friend and a dog, and she said the 
man who had trailed her parked nearby 
and appeared to be stroking himself. She 
described him as a white male in his late 
40s with dark blond hair and either scars 
or acne on his face. 

A police report indicated the suspect 
may have been visiting a friend at the 
apartment complex, though he left the 
scene. 

Warran t arrest 

4Police arrested a man wanted on a 
warrant for possession of a controlled 

substance after making a traffic stop 
shortly before 9 p.m. Sunday on east-
bound Michigan Avenue near Haggerty. 

A police officer ran the license plate 
of a Ford Windstar and leamed that the 

man was wanted on the warrant. 
The suspect told police he didn't 
know about the warrant, but he 
conceded he had missed a pro-
bation appointment. 

Canton police took the man 
into custody and made arrange-
ments to tum him over to Wayne 
County authorities. 

Bike s to len 

5A man contacted Canton 
police after a bike being rid-

den by his 15-year-old daughter 
was stolen when she left it out-
side while going into Guitar Cen-
ter, a business on Ford Road east 
of Lotz, a police report said. 

The incident happened shortly 
before 6:30 p.m. Friday. 

The father said his daugh-
ter had been riding his 26-inch, 
20-speed Schwinn. He said she 
had gone inside the business for 
about 15 minutes and leamed 

the bike had been stolen while she was 
inside. She didn't have the $300 bike 
locked up. 

Walmar t w a l k o f f 

6Police investigated a woman accused 
of selecting merchandise in the 

Walmart store on Ford Road east of Lotz, 
putting it in her purse and leaving the 
store without paying. 

The incident happened shortly after 11 
p.m. June 6, a police report said. 

An employee who was doing store 
surveillance saw what was happen-
ing, approached the suspect as she left 
the store and took her into custody until 
police arrived. 

Police intended to take the woman into 
custody, but it was leamed she was dia-
betic and used a catheter. She was tak-
en to a friend's house in Inkster as local 
authorities requested a warrant from the 
Wayne County Prosecutor's Office. 

Retai l f r a u d 

7A shopper at the Walmart store on 
Michigan Avenue west of Belleville 

Road was arrested shortly before 5 p.m. 
Sunday after an employed reported see-
ing her select a box of earphones from a 
shelf and conceal them in her purse. 

The woman was stopped after she 
walked from the store without paying. 

Compiled by Staff Writer Darrell Clem from 
Canton Police Department reports. 

Police arrest 
area woman for 
driving on drugs 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

Canton police arrested a Westland 
woman suspected of driving while 
using drugs and plowing into numer-
ous orange construction barrels along 
southbound 1-275 early Monday mom-
ing. 

"Thank God she didn't hurt any-
body," Detective Sgt. Dave Schrein-
er said. 

Police stopped the 54-year-old wom-
an and arrested her after she exited 
the 1-275 construction zone onto Ford 
Road around 830 a.m. Monday. 

Schreiner said the incident serves 
as a reminder that motorists should 
be on guard at all hours because it's 
not uncommon for drivers who may 
be abusing prescription drugs to get 
behind the wheel "at any time during 
the day." 

Police arrested the woman, who was 
alone, after another motorist contact-
ed authorities after noticing the wom-
an driving erratically along south-
bound 1-275 near Joy Road. 

"We got a report from a motorist 
that she was driving recklessly," Sch-
reiner said. "She had struck sever-
al construction barrels on 1-275 near 
Koppemick while she was on the free-
way, and thankfully the other motor-
ist called it in, reported it and led us 
to the (suspect's) car, where officers 
were able to stop her and take her into 
custody." 

Police arrested the woman on suspi-
cion of operating under the influence 
of drugs, a misdemeanor charge. Sch-
reiner said alcohol didn't appear to be 
a factor. 

Police said the suspect's car was sig-
nificantly damaged on the passenger 
side. 

Schreiner said the motorist who 
reported the incident could have pre-
vented a much more serious incident. 

"It's not uncommon for people who 
are using medications, whether legal-
ly or abusing them, to be driving at 
any time during the day," Schrein-
er said. "We give a lot of credit to the 
person who called it in." 
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W-W to maintain programs in 2012-13 
By Sue Mason 

Obi«rvcr Staff Writer 

Barring a sudden windfall of 
revenue, the Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools will use up 
a substantial portion of its fund 
equity to maintain programs 
for the 2012-13 school year. 

Jim Larson-Shidler, the dep-
uty superintendent of adminis-
trative and business services, 
told the school board Monday 
evening that the district will 
pare down the district's fund 
equity, its savings account, by 
$8.4 million to balance the 2012-
13 budget, leaving $1.8 million 
in the bank. 

"We will maintain the full 
program of choices available 
to students in 2011-12," said 
Larson-Shidler. "We are pro-
jecting $99.8 million in reve-
nue and $108.2 million expen-
ditures, leaving us with a fund 
balance of about $2 million. On 
the expenditure side, we are 
looking at ways to be more effi-

cient." 
According to Larson-Shidler, 

the district will start the new 
budget year on July 1 with 
$10.2 million in fund equity, but 
a cut in per pupil state school 
aid due to the loss of $3 million 
the district received to replace 
some of the millage disallowed 
with the start of Proposal A and 
a $1.4 million loss due to a 203-
student drop in enrollment, the 
$8.4 million will be needed to 
balance the budget. 

That puts the fund balance 
bellow the minimum of 5 per-
cent fund balance established 
by school board policy. Larson-
Shidler expects a review of the 
current budget could increase 
it to $4 million and pending 
retirement legislation could 
add another $2 million, putting 
the balance within the 5-10 per-
cent requirement. 

"Wayne-Westland was one of 
a few districts in the State of 
Michigan whose funding was 
reduced," he said. "Final legis-

lative action reducing our fund-
ing by $3 million was decided 
within the past week, leaving 
no time to plan for 2012-13." 

Larson-Shidler added that the 
revenue and expenditures are 
"dependent on many variables" 
like the student count and the 
pending retirement legisla-
tion and are "subject to change 
as more information becomes 
available." The federal and 
state budgets have had to deal 
with extraordinary econom-
ic challenges in recent years 
and that volatility is expected 
to continue through fiscal 2012-
13, he said. 

In response to a question from 
TVustee Frederick Weaver if 
there are districts with a similar 
number of students and build-
ings that receive the $7,012 per 
pupil payment, Larson-Shidler 
said he knew of "some at that 
base that are our size." 

"There's 448 districts at 
the base and all got an equity 
increase of $128 per student," 

he said. 
Going forward, the dis-

trict will incur the cost of step 
increases, about $1.1 million, 
at midyear and is planning on a 
27.37 percent retirement con-
tribution although that figure 
is expected to be reduced with 
the proposed legislation. 

With the new budget, the dis-
trict will establish a fund for 
the at-risk money it receives, 
transferring $4 million in reve-
nue and a related $4 million in 
expenditures out of the gener-
al fund. 

Wayne-Westland will con-
tinue to levy 18 mills on non-
homestead property — basical-
ly businesses and residential 
rental units — .9922 mill for its 
sinking fund and between 4.28 
and 4.86 mills in debt millage. 
generating an estimated $19.3 
million in revenue locally. 

School Superintendent Greg 
Baracy stressed that the 
administration is doing a num-
ber of things to help the dis-

trict's bottom line, including 
expanding its shared time ser- j 
vices, bring in more students 
into the William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center and "aggres-
sively" seeking schools of 
choice students. 

"It's been extremely difficult; 
to generate revenue," he said, j 
"The state has been cutting 
from us for eight years and j 
with unfunded mandates like 
the retirement costs, we have ' 
paid a dear price." 

TVustee Andrea Clawson told 
the administration she doesn't ) 
agree with the ending balance, 
but voted for it because there is| 
the ability to change the budget 
and improve the bottom li|ie. 

"I see some line items in the 
budget that could be looked at."* 
she said. 

"If there are areas we haven't 
thought of, please give us that ( 
information to us so we can 
squeeze some more out," said 
Baracy. "We're working hard to 
do that." 

CUSTODIANS 
Continued from page A1 

School for 16 of the 21 
years she's worked in the 
district. "It's not a busi-
ness. It's not designed 
for private companies to 
come in and make money 
off taxpayer dollars. It's 
designed for public edu-
cation." 

Brodie Killian, the dis-
trict's executive director 
for finance, said the move 
would help patch a bud-
get deficit originally pro-
jected to be nearly $6 mil-
lion which still stands, as 
of "Riesday, at $3.1 mil-
lion. 

District officials said 
the move, which they 
stressed is only being 
considered as negotia-
tions with the custodi-
ans continue, could bring 
as much as a $2 million 
swing in the budget. 

It could help the dis-
trict earn another $52 per 
pupil in state aid money 
(nearly $1 million) if they 
meet seven-of-eight "best 
practices" criteria set by 
Gov. Rick Snyder. The 
district could also save 
some $1 million, mostly in 
pension and health care 
benefit costs. 

"We realize it's a pain-
ful decision," Killian said. 
"But realizing our finan-
cial situation, we aren't 
left with many options." 

Not all of the demon-
strators were custodial 
workers or members of 
their union. There were 
plenty of secretaries, 
some teachers and other 
staffers on hand to lend 
support. 

We are fami ly 
Jolie Valentine, a librar-

ian for seven years 
at Hoben Elementary 
School, said she walked 
the line because custodi-
ans are "part of our fami-
ly, part of our community 
... we have to stick togeth-
er." 

"They go above and 
beyond (what's expect-
ed of) their jobs all the 
time," Valentine said. 
"I don't want to be in a 
building where I don't 
know the custodians, 
where I don't know the 
secretary. We're family." 

i 

AROUND CANTON 

Melissa Siepierski was on hand to support her mother, 
Christine, a Plymouth-Canton custodian. 

Ladenberger said this 
year's privatization dis-
cussion comes a year 
after the custodians' 
union gave up $1 million 
in concessions preparing 
for the 2011-12 budget. 
She pointed out her union 
has lost some 40 jobs in 
the last five years. 

A request for another 
$1 million befuddles Lad-
enberger. 

"We're one of the 
groups that's always 
worked well with (the 
board)," she said. "We've 
given up $2 million; last 
year, we gave up 21 cus-
todians for $1 million 
in savings. This year, 
they're saying if you don't 
give us $1 milhon, we'll 
privatize. I consider this 
bullying." 

Board members will 
meet in a budget session 
Monday. They're expect-
ed to pass the 2012-13 
budget at their June 26 
meeting. 

"Around Canton" is designed to announce 
upcoming events taking place in the commu-
nity. Items will run on a space-available basis 
Send details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Date/Time: Saturday, June 16, 9 a m. to 
3:45 p.m. 
Location: Plymouth High School on Beck 
Road south of Joy 
Details: The American Red Cross sponsors a 
blood drive. 
Contact: To make an appointment call Di-
ane Risko at (313) 549-7052 or email Diane. 
Risko@redcross.org 

SLAVENS COFFEE 
Date/Time: Monday, June 18, 5-6 p.m. 
Location: Daydream Cafe, 47192 Michigan 
Ave., in Canton 
Detai ls: State Rep. Dian Slavens (D-Can-
ton) invites residents to join her for a 
cup of coffee and conversation at one 
of her upcoming coffee hours. Slavens 
hosts regular coffee hours and town hall 
meetings throughout Canton Township, 

Belleville and Van Buren Township. Resi-
dents can sign up for Slavens' e-newslet- , 
ter and take her brief community survey • 
by visiting her website at www.slavens. , 
housedems.com. 
Contact: Call Slavens toll free at (888) 
347-8021 or send an email to DianSlavens® 
house.mi.gov. t 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Date/Time: Third Saturday of the month, 
10-11:30 a.m. 

• 

Location: Compassionate Care Hospice, 
5730 Lilley, Canton 
Details: Compassionate Care Hospice an- | 
nounces a new grief support group, "Com-
passionate Words," providing emotional 1 

support to any adult grieving the loss of a 
loved one. The group will focus on the vari-' 
ous stages of grief, and incorporate basic 
journal writing as a way to express feelings.' 
The program is free of charge. 
Contact: To register, contact Ann Chris-
tensen. Compassionate Care Hospice Be- * 
reavement Coordinator at (888) 983-9050, 
or e-mail achristensen@cchnet.net. 
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Cassis hopes voters write her 
onto ballot, into Congress 

By Ken Abramczyk 
Observer Staff Writer 

Nancy Cassis laughs 
when she is reminded of 
what she told the Novi 
News in December 2010 
after she had reached the 
end of her term limits in 
Lansing as a state law-
maker. 

At that time, she said 
she would never rule 
out a future in politics, 
though it appeared she 
reached the end of her 
eligibility as a state rep-
resentative and sena-
tor. Now, in an improba-
ble turn of circumstanc-
es, she's running for U.S. 
Congress on a write-in 
campaign, seeking the 
Republican nomination in 
the primary election on 
Aug. 7. 

"I could not have 
dreamed what would 
have happened," said 
Cassis, 68. 

Cassis' decision to run 
follows U.S. Rep. Thad-
deus McCotter's inexpli-
cable signature duplica-
tion in nominating peti-
tions, which were turned 
in on May 15. Only 243 
signatures out of 1,833 
that were obtained were 
found to be valid, far 
short of the 1,000 signa-
tures required. 

The Secretary of State's 
office notified McCotter 
of the duplications and 
informed State Attorney 
General Bill Schuette in a 
pre-investigation report. 
McCotter said he request-
ed that Schuette investi-
gate the signature dupli-
cation and inconsisten-
cies, an investigation that 
is continuing. 

On May 29, McCot-
ter announced he was 
going to run as a write-in, 
but on June 2, McCotter 
decided to end his write-
in candidacy and his five 
terms in Congress, which 
left Kerry Bentivolio of 

O 
Cassis 

Milford as 
the only 
Republi-
can can-
didate on 
the bal-
lot. 

Oakland 
Coun-
ty Execu-

tive L. Brooks Patterson, 
one of those Republicans 
involved in the interviews 
with Cassis, said he never 
met Bentivolio, but add-
ed that he did not agree 
with Bentivolio's views 
outlined on his campaign 
website. 

GOP leaders interviewed 
Cassis last Thursday, along 
with four other promi-
nent Republicans. Cas-
sis emerged as the unani-
mous choice of the group 
that day to be supported as 
a write-in candidate. 

Back into politics 
For Cassis, the cam-

paign represents a move 
back into politics, which 
ended in December 2010, 
after eight years in the 
state Senate, six years in 
the state House of Rep-
resentatives and nine 
years on the Novi City 
Council. She also worked 
as a school psychologist 
for the Novi Community 
Schools district until she 
was elected to the state 
House in 1996. 

Cassis didn't consider 
a congressional run until 
she was approached by 
leaders within the last 
several days. 

"The 11th District was 
thrown into disarray at a 
very crucial time," Cassis 
said. "It became appar-
ent that people started 
to come fonvard and the 
party sought me out at 
that time." 

As a fiscal conserva-
tive, Cassis accepted the 
write-in candidacy to con-
tinue to serve the Repub-
lican Party. She called 

the unanimous support of 
GOP leaders "very, very 
gratifying" for her. 

She knows she has a 
challenge ahead of her. 
Not only do voters need 
to support her, they need 
to check a box, and write 
her name in on the ballot. 
"It's a two-step process, 
and we'll be educating 
people to do that," Cas-
sis said. Cassis said she 
and her campaign will be 
checking with the Sec-
retary of State's office 
whether voters can use 
stickers on the ballot. 

Cassis believes her 14 
years as a state lawmak-
er gives her strong name 
recognition in one-third 
of the district. The 11th 
District covers her home-
town of Novi, and com-
munities of her former 
district of Highland, Mil-
ford, White Lake, South 
Lyon and others, extend-
ing eastward to Birming-
ham, Bloomfield Hills 
and TVoy, and south into 
the city of Farmington 
and the western Wayne 
County communities of 
Canton Township, Livo-
nia, Northville and North-
ville Township, Plymouth 
and Plymouth Township. 

Cassis and her husband 
have decided to spend up 
to $200,000 of their own 
money on the campaign. 
"I beheve that if you put 
your own money in it, 
that you've made that 
investment, similar to a 
student going to college," 
Cassis said. "If that stu-
dent pays for that tuition, 
they are more likely to be 
determined and commit-
ted to their goals." 

'A whir lwind ' 
When asked about 

money from the Michi-
gan Republican Party or 
the Republican Nation-
al Committee, Cassis 
said the campaign will be 
looking at fundraising "at 

all levels." On Monday, 
she had not yet set up a 
campaign website. 

"The last 72 hours have 
really been a whirlwind." 
Cassis said. "The good 
part of all this is I've been 
a seasoned campaigner at 
a grassroots level." 

Cassis said she is up to 
the challenge of a write-
in campaign. 

"Over the years I've 
been known as a fiscal 
hawk, tax cutter and prin-
cipled conservative," 
Cassis said. That experi-
ence gives her a platform 
and a record to send her 
to Washington. 

The election isn't about 
her, but families, chil-
dren and grandchildren, 
and "restoring econom-
ic prosperity, ensuring a 
strong military defense, 
reducing government 
intervention in our lives, 
supporting private enter-
prise and small business," 
Cassis said. 

Cassis said her expe-
rience in education and 
in Lansing qualifies her 
to serve. She points to 
her lead in opposing the 
Michigan film credits and 
supporting more trans-
parency in government. 

"I've taken a strong 
stance against these give-
aways," Cassis said of the 
film credits. "I respect 
our governor (Rick Sny-
der) for taking a strong 
stance and limiting these 
giveaways and funds for 
Hollywood." 

Cassis said she does 
not know Bentivolio very 
well. She expects she will 
run her campaign on her 
legislative record. "He 
doesn't have the experi-
ence that I do as an elect-
ed official," Cassis said. 
"You have to have the 
respect and trust from 
constituents." 
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Now is the time to clean out those closets, basements and garages 
and turn those items into cash! Place your ad in the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and 

Hometown Weeklies to reach thousands of bargain hunters and receive some FREE items too! 

Clip & Save Coupons! 

r 
i 
i 
i 
i 

$2.00 OFF 
the purchase of any 

LARGE COMBO 
at our Concession Stand 

Ore coupon per purchase Nol »alid witn other 
I coupons No cash <alue Otter eiplres 11-01-12 

EM A G / N € 
fat a . ,* •' • • t " 

EMAGINE CAMTON 
39S35 Ford Road • Canton 

I EMAGINE NOVI 
44425 W. 12 Mile • Novi 

1 EMAGINE W000HAVEN 
21720 Allen Road • Woodhaven 
EMAGINE NOCMESTER HILLS 
200 Barclay Clrde • Just N M59 

Rochester Hills 

I CINEMA HOLLYWOOD 
12280 Olile Highway • Birch Run 

I EMAGINE ROYAL OAK 
200 N Main Downtown Royal Oak 

1T $3.00 OFF ANY" 
IIB SQUARE PIZZAi 
I I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
I I 

•Not valid with any other coupon or discount 
•One coupon per person, per plua. per table 

value Otlareipires 11-04-12 

/Buddy* 
n i B i l i * 

Restaurant/ Bar / Carry-out 
Detroit 313-892-9001 
Warren 586-574-9200 
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Bloomlleld Hills 248-645-0300 

Join Out E-mail dub al 

OUR GARAGE SALE KIT 
includes: 
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W E E K L I E S 

SYNTHETIC 
Continued from page Al 

Canton police per-
formed spots checks on 
nine stores last weekend. 

"The good news is, all 
nine places did not have 
the product available," he 
said. 

Nemecek, Plymouth 
Township Police Chief 
Thomas Tiderington and 
Northville Township Pub-
lic Safety Director John 
Werth this month issued a 
joint statement announc-
ing they had notified 
nearly 100 businesses in 
their communities that 
they could face criminal 
or civil penalties if they 
sell synthetic drugs. 

Frontal assault 
LaJoy has called the 

combined efforts "a fron-
tal assault on K2, Bath 
Salts and those kinds of 
drugs." 

Canton's new ordinance 
becomes effective after it 
is published June 21 in a 
local newspaper. 

LaJoy said he has been 
impressed with how 
swiftly local officials, 
state lawmakers and 
law enforcement agen-
cies have pulled together 
to act against the grow-
ing menace of synthetic 
drugs. 

"It is amazing how 
everyone has come 
together on this issue," 
he said. 

Treasurer Melissa 
McLaughlin agreed, say-
ing it's imperative to 
strike back against syn-
thetic drugs because too 
many young people are 
treating the problem 
casually. 

Kristin Kolb, the town-
ship's attorney, said it 
appears federal officials 
are moving to make syn-
thetic drugs a so-called 
Schedule 1 substance that 
can bring tougher pen-
alties than misdemean-
ors. She said many of the 
manufacturers are in far-
away places such as Chi-
na. 

Canton's emergency 
ordinance states, in part, 
that it is intended "to pro-
hibit the possession, use 
and trafficking in syn-
thetic marijuana, synthet-
ic hallucinogens and oth-
er products or materi-
als that are in a form that 
allows for human con-
sumption by inhalation of 
smoke or vapors, inges-
tion, injection or appli-
cation, and that contain 
chemical substances, 
compounds or agents that 
cause or may cause an 
intoxicant, narcotic, stim-
ulant, depressant and/ 
or hallucinogenic effect 
and an imminent threat to 
the safety of persons that 
consume such products 
or materials and/or per-
sons they come in contact 
with." 

Authorities have said 
synthetic marijuana 
allegedly has been used 
by defendants in cases 
such as the recent beat-
ing death of Farmington 
Hills resident Bob Cipri-
ano. That incident led to 
first-degree murder and 
other charges against 
Cipriano's son, 1\jcker 
Cipriano, and co-defen-
dant Mitchell Young. Two 
other family members 
were severely beaten. 
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In addition to being able to get chicken dinners at the 
Kiwanis tent in Heritage Park during Liberty Fest diners 
can, for the first time, take advantage of a drive up service 
at the Canton Public Library. 

A OANNITT COH ' A N V 

LIBERTY 
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an, plans to represent Sri 
Lanka as the Canton Com-
mission for Culture, Arts 
and Heritage revives its 
International Festival 11 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Saturday. 

"I will be having a tent 
for Sri Lanka to depict 
history, culture and her-
itage," she said. "There 
are tents for India and 
China (and other coun-
tries)." 

Kaya Dobson, Canton 
Leisure Services event 
coordinator, said details 
of a dancing flash mob 
remain top secret amid 
plans to surprise festival 
goers at an undisclosed 
time and location. 

"I would say we have 
about ISO to 200 (danc-
ers)," Dobson said. 
"We're excited that 
there's so much of a turn-
out." 

Janet Ott, Canton 
Kiwanis Club secretary, 
said Chicken and the 
(Fire) Works food sales 
happen 11 a.m. Saturday 
until dinners are sold out. 
Hungry patrons can fill 

up on items such as roast-
ed chicken, baked beans 
and Awrey's double-choc-
olate frosted brownies by 
paying $8 in advance or 
$10 on site. 

"Our main fundraising 
project is buying diction-
aries," Ott said. 

The club last bought 
dictionaries for third-
graders in Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools, 
three charter schools 
and Canton-based Walk-
er-Winter Elementary of 
the Wayne-Westland dis-
trict. Kiwanians, who 
meet 6 p.m. the first and 
third "Riesday of each 
month at Summit on the 
Park, plan to sell their 
dinners in Heritage Park 
and for curbside pickup 
outside the Canton Public 
Library. 

For more, go to www. 
libertyfestbbq.com. 

For much more on the 
entire festival, revisit the 
Liberty Fest guide in last 
Sunday's edition of the 
Canton Observer or go 
online to www.cantonlib-
ertyfest.com. 
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