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MDOT input

The Michigan De-
partment of Transpor-
tation is seeking public
input on their Traffic
and Environmental
Study and Evalua-
tion of the 1-275 at
Ford Road area. Once
completed, the study
will propose traffic
solutions for the highly
congested area.

Public comments can
be submitted by visiting
the Canton website at
www.canton-mi.org and
clicking on the MDOT
link under “Canton Con-
nection.” The link will
take you to a public com-
ment form. Once com-
pleted, the form can be
mailed to MDOT Taylor
TSC at 6510 Telegraph
Road, Taylor, MI 48180
or emailed to yungg®
michigan.gov. All com-
ments must be received
by Friday, July 6.

For more information
on the study, call MDOT

hometownlife.com
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Canton adopts ban
on synthetic drugs

Director Patrick Nemecek said
the township-enacted ordinance

way to educate our youth, espe-
cially in the schools,” Taj said.

on synthetic drugs.
The sweeping decision by the

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

at (313) 375-2400. seven-member board came as gives local police a tool to cite
Amid a growing backlash county, state and federal offi- Step ahead v buyers and sellers with a misde-

¢ ) against synthetic drugs such as cials ratchet up their efforts to Trustee Greg Demopoulos, a meanor offense punishable by

waterwalk Spice and K2, Canton’s elect- tackle the burgeoning problem Canton resident and Northville 90 days in jail or $500 in fines,

. ed leaders have made it a local by adopting their own measures.  Township prosecuting attorney, He said the measure gives law
Screenlng crime to sell, buy or possess the One trustee, Dr, Syed Taj, a phy-  said he has pushed for a local enforcement a tool to confiscate

any synthetic drugs they find.

Moreover, Nemecek said the
penalties could become tough-
er depending on the wording of
state legislation.

ban on synthetic drugs that have
been sold in gas stations and oth-
er stores. He said those making
the substances have reformulat-
ed the ingredients to try to stay
one step ahead of laws.

Canton Public Safety Public

sician, said moves to criminalize
synthetic drugs should be accom-
panied by greater efforts to edu-
cate young people about the dan-
gers of using substances known
as Spice, K2 and Bath Salts.

“I think we should have some

substances that officials have
blamed on horrific crimes.

“I'm very pleased we're taking
action,” Supervisor Phil LaJoy
said Tuesday evening as the Can- |
ton Township Board of Trustees
enacted a ban, effective June 21,

A special Father's Day
screening of the made-
in-Michigan feature
WaterWalk has been
scheduled at Canton
Cinema in Canton 7
p.m. Sunday, June 17.

WaterWalk is based on
the true story of Steve
and Justin Faulkner’s
attempt to become the
first single canoe team
to retrace the danger-
ous 1,000-mile discovery
route of the Mississippi
from St. Ignace, Mich,, to
St. Louis.

For more information
and to view the trailer,
go to www.waterwalk-
themovie.com.

Please see SYNTHETIC, A6

Custodians
march to
save jobs

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

The next step

Trail cleaning

Join the Friends of
the 1-275 Metro Trail for
a trail work day 6:30-9
p.m. Thursday, June 21.

Christine Siepierski wanted to be
at Tuesday’s Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education meeting, where many
of her custodial brothers and sisters
were demonstrating in effort to con-
vince board members not to priva-

Tv:;egt:t,iuo‘:\ph?::r::tn tize their jobs.
rapidly along the trail Ironically, Siepierski had to work.
this spring, and there- So there was her daughter, Melis-
fore they'll be "beating sa, carrying a sign at the corner of
back the brush” on the Canton Center and Hanford, along
section just north of with dozens of other union mem-
Eight Mile. ber{s. staffers and supporters.
Volunteers should “I'm here for my mom,"” Melissa

said. “She couldn't be here, so I'm
here for her."

Tuesday's demonstration came
amid the board’s deliberations on the
2012-13 budget. Part of that consid-
eration is the idea of privatizing cus-
todial jobs, District officials have
already received RFPs from private
' vendors for that service, a move

Canton ushers in Liberty Fest

meet on the trail or in
the Meijer parking lot
on the southwest cor-
ner of Eight Mile and
Haggerty. Bring clip-
pers, pruners, loppers,
scythes/sickles, rakes
and brooms. Volunteers
should wear protective
eye wear, work gloves,
long pants and a long-
sleeved shirt; poison
ivy is always a concern.
Water and light snacks

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Plymouth graduates Navaira Anjum and Jessica Linderman found friends and family in the crowd at
Plymouth High School’s commencement ceremony Sunday at Eastern Michigan University. For the list of
graduates and more photos from the PHS ceremony, please turn to page A11. The page for Canton High
School is page A9. Salem High School's page will run Sunday, June 17. You can also find galleries for all
three graduations at www.hometownlife.com. .

save some $1 million, mostly in pen-
sion and health care costs.

Not on us
But a number of supporters spoke

will be provided. ,
For more informa- up Tuesday, urging the board not to
By Darrell Clem balance its budget on the backs of its
R e Observer Staff Wier FLOW OF TRAFFIC oo
Driving near Heritage Park becomes more difficult as Canton’s “Every single person goes above
_dCanton emplques and res- 21st Liberty Fest happens today (Thursday) through saturday, draw- and l')f:yon_d the ?‘x[')c.cmnons of what
INDEX idents are expecting a rous- ing as many as 50,000 people and ending with a crowd-wowing they're paid for,” said Kathy Laden-
g 7 ing community celebration as fireworks display berger, who has been at Salem High
------------------ Liberty Fest ushers in carni- Wt & .
Crossword Puzzle ....B12 : . To ease traffic congestion, Public Safety Director Patrick Nemecek
Entertainment ......,.B7 valrides anc games, entertain has issued the following temporary traffic orders: Please sae CUSTODIANS, AS

ment, a classic car show, an
international stage celebrat-
ing Canton’s diversity, palate-
pleasing food and numerous
other activities.

Jon LaFever, Canton Leisure
Services recreation coordina-
tor, said crowds could swell to
50,000 visitors over three days.
“The weather is supposed to
be great,” he said.

« Starting 11 a.m. Friday, parking is prohibited along Canton Center
between Cherry Hill and Palmer.
« On Saturday, Canton Center between Cherry Hill and Palmer
closes 10:30-11:30 p.m. for the fireworks show, and Summit Park-
way closes 8 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. from Canton Center to Glengarry
Boulevard.

The traffic orders will be lifted after fireworks traffic has cleared.

DIBCOVERY MIDOLE 2CWO

© The Observer & Eccentric
Volume 37 * Number 102 drawings and blind auctions

for Camp A.B.L.E., a special-

classic cars from the 1920s
to modern head-turners are

Home Defivery: — Liberty Fest happens 5-10 expected 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat- needs children’s camp, and the

(866) 887-2737 EEB p.m. today (Thursday), 1-11 urday on festival grounds. VFW Stand Down Project for

- ; E- p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. to 11 “I'd like to see 200 cars,” disadvantaged war veterans. Custodial union members and support-

«mmwum E_ p.m. Saturday. _ Xenakis said. "Good weather Jeanie Deraniygala, a Can- ers demonstrated outside Discovery

Plymouth M 48170 —3 Connie Xenakis, past presi- doesn’t hurt, engher.f' _ ton resident and businesswom- Middle School Tuesday in an effort to
=" dent of America's Most Want- The car club is raising mon- convince Board of Education members

ed Car Club, said scores of

ey from entry fees, 50/50

Please see LIBERTY, A6

not to privatize their jobs.
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Canton forced to cover
golf course deficit

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A deficit in Canton’s golf
course fund has prompt-
ed elected officials to cov-
er the loss by siphoning
$570,362 from the town-
ship’s general fund.

separate account.

“This is not a surprise,
Canton’s finance direc-
tor, Wendy Trumbull, said
as the board approved the
money transfer Tuesday
evening.

However, past transfers
had typically been made

It's not the first time
the golf fund has fallen
short, specifically for the
Pheasant Run Golf Club,
and needed help from a

from the township'’s pub-
lic improvement fund,
which Treasurer Melissa
McLaughlin said draws
its source of money from

Auto workers...have you been

offered the option to receive a lum
sum payment from your employer

Call us today to talk about what
options may be right for you.
rise %
Financial

Amerip
Michael K. Klassa,
‘ CFP. L] ChFc.' m-
8 Financial Advisor
37677 Pembroke Ave. » Livonia, Ml 48152 » 734-432-6490

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.
©2011 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. AN rights reserved.
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the local landfill and the
sale of property.

Within the last year, the
public improvement took
a hit due to an expected
property sale that didn't
happen. Moreover, the golf
course's revenues declined
during what proved a
rainy 2011 season.

Local officials also have
said golf course revenues
had fallen flat in recent
years as economic troubles
prompted more people to
trim their golfing expenses.

The end result is the
township board has chosen
to transfer $570,362 from
the general fund to cover
the golf course’s debt.

The general fund had a
$5.5 million balance at the
end of 2011, though it, too,
has been hurt by declining
property values and taxes.

Township officials are
hopeful the public improve-
ment fund will recover and
minimize the risk of further
depleting the general fund
in coming years.

Moreover, Canton Lei-
sure Services Director Deb-
bie Bilbrey-Honsowetz said

Tuesday evening that golf
course revenues already
are 40 percent higher for
2012 than they were this
time last year — due to bet-
ter golfing weather.

Pheasant Run’s reve-
nues have typically paid
for its operational costs,
though the township has
had to use other funds to
help cover the debt.

Trumbull said the golf
course has a two-pronged
debt that is set to end in
2016 and 2020. Officials
are eagerly awaiting the
debt payoff.

“We'll be thrilled,”
McLaughlin said.

Trumbull said she plans
to notify the state of Mich-
igan of the township’s
method for covering the
golf fund shortfall. The
state requires such a defi-
cit-elimination plan.

The public improve-
ment fund has been used
not only to aid the golf
course, but also for proj-
ects such as improving
Canton roads and build-
ing the Summit on the
Park recreational facility.
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Schedule appointments on-line.

We can do that.

With the IHA NextMD Patient Portal

you can:
Mschedule your
appointments

Efrequest medication
refills

[?_freceive test results

[Zfemail your doctor’s
office

lzrpay your bill

And do it all on-line, quickly and conveniently,

any time of the day or night.

Go to IHAcares.com for more information. WV

IHA

___online at hometownlife.com

Laurie Conlen (from left) and Linda Hampton of the Can-
ton Public Library with Sandy Jacobs, volunteer specialist
at Veteran’s Hospital of Ann Arbor with more than 20
boxes and $330 in gift cards and donations for veterans.

Collection drive nets supplies for vets

Boxes of granola bars,
bags of Lifesavers, cans
of tuna and plastic uten-
sils were piled high at the
Canton Public Library as
the community respond-
ed generously to a Memo-
rial Day supply drive for
veterans.

When it was all pack-
aged up, more than 20
boxes and $330 in gift
cards and donations were
headed to the Veteran's
Hospital of Ann Arbor to
be distributed to home-
less and needy veterans.

The Memorial Day
drive was the brainchild
of library pages Linda
Hampton and Laurie Con-
len. In addition to orga-
nizing the drive, the duo
also constructed displays
at the library honoring
veterans and featuring
memorabilia collected
from family and friends.

“People really enjoyed
the displays and spent a
lot of time looking at the
items,” Hampton said.
“We couldn’t believe the
response to the drive.”

Conlen said the com-
munity “really came
through” for the drive.

“We had to find extra
space to store it until the
VA Hospital could come,”
she said. _

That extra space was
the office of library
director Eva Davis, who
was happy — though not
surprised — by the vol-
ume of items collected.

“We know from our
Memorial Day drive last
year and our annual drive
for the Detroit Area Dia-
per Bank that our com-
munity is very generous
and the library is happy
to help make that connec-
tion,” Davis said.
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withan OPEN HOUSE:

Join us on Wednesday, June 27th from 6-9pm
along with our special guests:

June is Customer Appreciation Month...

Get 10% off any in-stock product purchase, enter your
name into the weekly prize drawing and much, much more!

Clearly You

Professional Skin Care Center

44633 Joy Road, Suite 100 - Canton, M1 48187

(734) 453-7475
Dr. & Christa Bekker

Allison Heimbaugh - Licensed Aesthetician
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Canton could be part of bogus check scam

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton hasn't lost any mon-
ey, but the township adminis-
tration building’s address has
been used on fraudulent checks
mailed to people in several
states, officials said.

“We haven't had any inci-
dents that we know of the actu-
al crime being perpetrated in
Canton,” Detective Sgt. Dave
Schreiner said Monday, “but
people are alerting us that our
address is showing up on bogus
checks.”

Township Treasurer Melis-
sa McLaughlin said one recip-
ient contacted Canton after
receiving a letter indicating the
check was sent as a property
tax refund.

“They don't even own proper-

ty here,” she said.

Officials say it isn’t even
clear how the perpetrators are
potentially benefiting from the
scam, unless they are somehow
convincing people to send cash
for a portion of the amount
mailed to them.

“Somebody somewhere is
stealing money,” McLaugh-
lin said. “They didn't do all this
work for nothing."”

Local officials warned resi-
dents to be on the lookout for any
such suspicious mail or checks.

Even though the checks use
Canton Township's address,
they are drawn on the Massa-
chusetts-based Bank of Canton.
An employee there said Mon-
day afternoon she couldn’t dis-
cuss the incidents.

Local officials have been .
notified of checks written out

for small amounts, though
McLaughlin said one was made
out for $3,800. She said the
scam should serve as a warning
to residents to beware of any
suspicious attempts to get mon-
ey from them.

“It's the old adage, if it seems
too good to be true, it probably
is,” McLaughlin said, advising
residents to “be on your guard.
Everybody works too hard for
their money to have it taken
from them.”

Local officials have been con-
tacted by check recipients on
the East Coast and in the South,
though some incidents also could
be happening closer to home.

Canton Finance Director
Wendy Trumbull said numer-
ous inquiries have been made
with the township, with as
many as 20 calls coming last
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PREMIUM WEBER GRILLS
With purchase of Summit or Genesis Grills:
FREE Assembly * FREE Grill Brush

FREE Grill Cover

STATE

FREE Propane Tank Fill-Up

HALF-OFF Deliver Charge

BIRD
BATHS
30% OFF

Glazed, composite,
many colors.

Bathing,

Thursday alone.

“We had a rush come through
last Thursday,” Trumbull said.

Schreiner said the incidents
remain a mystery.

“We don't know exactly who's
behind it or what all the facts
are behind this,” he said

Local officials could only
speculate on ways the perpe-
trators may be trying to capi-
talize on the scam.

But, Schreiner said, “It is dis-
turbing to know that our good
name and address are being
used to perpetrate crime and
fraud.”

Such fraud cases are becom-
ing increasingly common as
criminals become more sophis-
ticated, he said.

“We are all potential victims
if we're not careful,” Schrein-
er said.

LICENSED

Full Assistance with
Dressing & Hygiene

in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

* Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates
» 24 Hour Professional Staffing

« Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free

« 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

Canton Township hasn't lost
any money, though Schrein-
er called it “unnerving” that
someone or a group would use
the local address in an attempt
to commit their crimes.

Some recipients have emailed
copies or sent checks here.
Others have simply called.
McLaughlin said one envelope
was received from an Albany,
N.Y., post office.

She lauded those who have
notified local officials of the
scam.

“They’re good, honest people
who are trying to put two and
two together,” she said.

Anyone local resident who
may receive a bogus check is
urged to call Canton Police at
(734) 394-5400.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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WATCH ¢
Pranks abound WEE . adge W S man was wanted on the warrant.
It’s the end of the school | ' \ T [[oI5Y/ 7/ || The suspect told police he didn’t
year. That means pranks. | , -1 R | ‘ i know about the warrant, but he
Canton police went to Plym- | gl warren md. || Ceter R } 33| 5|2 '| conceded he had missed a pro-
outh High School shortly before |L7 e — - == bation appointment.
1:30 p.m. Monday after receiv- 3l ]I Hanford Rd [ Il | ;‘ . Canton police took the man
ing reports of a trash can fire ;l — — — into custody and made arrange-
in a first-floor boys bathroom 2| L || _rordra [ X ﬂ l-] : l} ments to turn him over to Wayne
of the “C” pod. School securi- | i | rad al R > County authorities.
ty advised the fire was out and /__SatzRd._ [ __3;[, E" L ] _
there was no need for firefight- | § ’; Wioa sgi; SN \’ : [ Bike stolen
ers. L L LU S = S A man contacted Canton
Police arrived and found the // — L || = ’ | police after a bike being rid-
damaged plastic trash can had /(O al all 2 £ 3 den by his 15-year-old daughter
been taken outside. The only Y e , '\\E 1 O L‘ll {l_pﬂn., aall ELL|3 was stolen when she left it out-
thing found inside the can was a | summit | —— — — | side while going into Guitar Cen-
container for a hair product. H| | { , r Zl| ter, abusiness on Ford Road east
In another incident, a police j l ; T \\ l ||| of Lotz, a police report said.
report said a water bottle —_— — e 5 AU ,.’AJ The incident happened shortly
exploded in a cafeteria garbage ) @ — 5 ¥ 1 before 6:30 p.m. Friday.
can prior to school starting June & l_—r ‘l-g:' || The father said his daugh-
S at Canton High School. 5 4 h l; ! ’ {| ter had been riding his 26-inch,
The report noted a strong odor e e T E T 807'"—;“' 20-speed Schwinn. He said she

of chemicals coming from the
can. The report indicated a stu-
dent admitted responsibility for putting
something into the water bottle and caus-
ing it to explode.

No injuries were reported in either
incident.

Sex offender registry
A 45-year-old man listed on the sex
offender registry was taken into cus-
tody following a routine traffic stop that
occurred shortly before 11:30 p.m. Fri-
day near Haggerty and Van Born roads,
a police report said.

Police learned the man hadn't changed
his address as required by law.

The incident started when a police offi-
cer who was stopped at a flashing red
light on southbound Haggerty noticed
that a green Ford Taurus on westbound
Van Born slowed, then turned onto Hag-
gerty in front of another vehicle that
already was waiting at the intersection, a
police report said.

Police stopped the car, ran a back-
ground check and learned the driver had
misdemeanor warrants out of Inkster
for failing to appear in court on allega-
tions he drove with a suspended license,
had defective equipment and committed
another minor traffic offense.

A police report also said the man had
license suspensions.

The suspect was considered a sex
offender registry absconder because he
had failed to change his address since
2006. A warrant was being sought from

the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office.

Indecent exposure
Police investigated reports of an inde-
cent exposure following allegations
a man may have exposed himself to a
woman after she drove to her residence
in Stoneybrooke Apartments, southwest
of 1-275 and Joy Road, shortly before 7
p.m. June 6.

The woman said she had left a near-
by liquor store and noticed a blue Mon-
te Carlo following her. She said the male
driver honked his horn, tailgated her and
followed her to Stoneybrooke, according
to a police report.

The woman got out of her car along
with a friend and a dog, and she said the
man who had trailed her parked nearby
and appeared to be stroking himself. She
described him as a white male in his late
40s with dark blond hair and either scars
or acne on his face.

A police report indicated the suspect
may have been visiting a friend at the
apartment complex, though he left the
scene.

Warrant arrest
4§olice arrested a man wanted on a
arrant for possession of a controlled
substance after making a traffic stop
shortly before 9 p.m. Sunday on east-
bound Michigan Avenue near Haggerty.
A police officer ran the license plate
of a Ford Windstar and learned that the

had gone inside the business for
about 15 minutes and learned
the bike had been stolen while she was
inside. She didn’t have the $300 bike
locked up.

Walmart walkoff

Police investigated a woman accused

of selecting merchandise in the
Walmart store on Ford Road east of Lotz,
putting it in her purse and leaving the
store without paying.

The incident happened shortly after 11
p.m. June 6, a police report said.

An employee who was doing store
surveillance saw what was happen-
ing, approached the suspect as she left
the store and took her into custody until
police arrived.

Police intended to take the woman into
custody, but it was learned she was dia-
betic and used a catheter. She was tak-
en to a friend’s house in Inkster as local
authorities requested a warrant from the
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office.

Retail fraud

A shopper at the Walmart store on

Michigan Avenue west of Belleville
Road was arrested shortly before S p.m.
Sunday after an employed reported see-
ing her select a box of earphones from a
shelf and conceal them in her purse.

The woman was stopped after she

walked from the store without paying.

Compiled by Staff Writer Darrell Clem from
Canton Police Department reports

Police arrest
area woman for
driving on drugs

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton police arrested a Westland
woman suspected of driving while
using drugs and plowing into numer-
ous orange construction barrels along
southbound I-275 early Monday morn-

ing.

“Thank God she didn’t hurt any-
body,” Detective Sgt. Dave Schrein-
er said.

Police stopped the 54-year-old wom-
an and arrested her after she exited
the I-275 construction zone onto Ford
Road around 8:30 a.m. Monday.

Schreiner said the incident serves
as a reminder that motorists should
be on guard at all hours because it’s
not uncommon for drivers who may
be abusing prescription drugs to get
behind the wheel “at any time during
the day.”

Police arrested the woman, who was
alone, after another motorist contact-
ed authorities after noticing the wom-
an driving erratically along south-
bound I-275 near Joy Road.

“We got a report from a motorist
that she was driving recklessly,” Sch-
reiner said. “She had struck sever-
al construction barrels on I-275 near
Koppernick while she was on the free-
way, and thankfully the other motor-
ist called it in, reported it and led us
to the (suspect’s) car, where officers
were able to stop her and take her into
custody.”

Police arrested the woman on suspi-
cion of operating under the influence
of drugs, a misdemeanor charge. Sch-
reiner said alcohol didn’t appear to be
a factor.

Police said the suspect’s car was sig-
nificantly damaged on the passenger
side.

Schreiner said the motorist who
reported the incident could have pre-
vented a much more serious incident.

“It’s not uncommon for people who
are using medications, whether legal-
ly or abusing them, to be driving at
any time during the day,” Schrein-
er said. “We give a lot of credit to the
person who called it in.”

TEN AND DONE!

Do something else with your money.

Talk to people you trust.
We can help you refinance for a
low rate 10-year mortgage so you can
own your home sooner!

(734) 432-0212
www.mycvf.org
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W-W to maintain programs in 2012-13

trict’s bottom line, including
expanding its shared time ser-

online at hometownlife.com

lative action reducing our fund- he said.
ing by $3 million was decided Going forward, the dis-
within the past week, leaving trict will incur the cost of step vices, bring in more students
no time to plan for 2012-13.” increases, about $1.1 million, into the William D. Ford Career
Larson-Shidler added that the at midyear and is planningona  Technical Center and “aggres-
revenue and expenditures are 27.37 percent retirement con- sively” seeking schools of
“dependent on many variables” tribution although that figure choice students.
equity to maintain programs the district received to replace  like the student count and the is expected to be reduced with “It's been extremely difficult .
for the 2012-13 school year. some of the millage disallowed  pending retirement legisla- the proposed legislation. to generate revenue,” he said.
Jim Larson-Shidler, the dep- with the start of Proposal A and tion and are “subject to change With the new budget, the dis- “The state has been cutting
uty superintendent of adminis-  a $1.4 million loss due toa 203-  as more information becomes trict will establish a fund for from us for eight years and
trative and business services, student drop in enrollment, the  available.” The federal and the at-risk money it receives, with unfunded mandates like
told the school board Monday $8.4 million will be needed to state budgets have had to deal transferring $4 million in reve-  the retirement costs, we have
evening that the district will balance the budget. with extraordinary econom- nue and a related $4 million in paid a dear price.”
pare down the district’s fund That puts the fund balance ic challenges in recent years expenditures out of the gener- Trustee Andrea Clawson told
equity, its savings account, by bellow the minimum of 5 per- and that volatility is expected al fund. the administration she doesn’t |

By Sue Mason cient.”
Observer Staff Writer According to Larson-Shidler,
the district will start the new
Barring a sudden windfall of  budget year on July 1 with
revenue, the Wayne-Westland $10.2 million in fund equity, but
Community Schools will use up  a cut in per pupil state school
a substantial portion of its fund  aid due to the loss of $3 million

'

$8.4 million to balance the 2012-  cent fund balance established
by school board policy. Larson-
Shidler expects a review of the
current budget could increase
it to $4 million and pending
retirement legislation could
add another $2 million, putting
the balance within the 5-10 per-
cent requirement.
“Wayne-Westland was one of
a few districts in the State of
Michigan whose funding was
looking at ways to be more effi- reduced,” he said. “Final legis-

13 budget, leaving $1.8 million
in the bank.

“We will maintain the full
program of choices available
to students in 2011-12," said
Larson-Shidler. “We are pro-
jecting $99.8 million in reve-
nue and $108.2 million expen-
ditures, leaving us with a fund
balance of about $2 million. On
the expenditure side, we are

to continue through fiscal 2012-
13, he said.

In response to a question from
Trustee Frederick Weaver if
there are districts with a similar
number of students and build-
ings that receive the $7,012 per
pupil payment, Larson-Shidler
said he knew of “some at that
base that are our size."”

“There’s 448 districts at
the base and all got an equity
increase of $128 per student,”

Wayne-Westland will con-
tinue to levy 18 mills on non-
homestead property — basical-
ly businesses and residential
rental units — .9922 mill for its
sinking fund and between 4.28
and 4.86 mills in debt millage,
generating an estimated $19.3
million in revenue locally.

School Superintendent Greg
Baracy stressed that the
administration is doing a num-
ber of things to help the dis-

agree with the ending balance,
but voted for it because there i is,
the ability to change the budget
and improve the bottom life.

“] see some line items in the
budget that could be looked at,”
she said.

“If there are areas we haven't
thought of, please give us that
information to us so we can
squeeze some more out,” said
Baracy. “We're working hard to
do that.”

AROUND CANTON
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CUSTODIANS

Continued from page Al

School for 16 of the 21
years she's worked in the
district. “It’s not a busi-
ness. It's not designed
for private companies to
come in and make money
off taxpayer dollars. It's
designed for public edu-
cation.”

Brodie Killian, the dis-
trict’s executive director
for finance, said the move
would help patch a bud-
get deficit originally pro-
jected to be nearly $6 mil-
lion which still stands, as

“Around Canton” is designed to announce
upcoming events taking place in the commu-
nity. Items will run on a space-available basis
Send details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com
BLOOD DRIVE '
Date/Time: Saturday, June 16, 9 am. to
3:45 p.m.

Location: Plymouth High School on Beck
Road south of Joy

Details: The American Red Cross sponsors a
blood drive.

Contact: To make an appointment call Di-
ane Risko at (313) 549-7052 or email Diane.
Risko@redcross.org

SLAVENS COFFEE

Date/Time: Monday, June 18, 5-6 p.m.

Location: Daydream Cafe, 47192 Michigan
Ave,, in Canton

Belleville and Van Buren Township. Resi-
dents can sign up for Slavens' e-newslet- ,
ter and take her brief community survey
by visiting her website at www.slavens.
housedems.com.

Contact: Call Slavens toll free at (888)
347-8021 or send an email to DianSlavens@
house.mi.gov. |

GRIEF SUPPORT

Date/Time: Third Saturday of the month,
10-11:30 a.m. !
Location: Compassionate Care Hospice, :
5730 Lilley, Canton

Details: Compassionate Care Hospice an- *
nounces a new grief support group, “Com-
passionate Words,” providing emotional '
support to any adult grieving the loss of a
loved one. The group will focus on the vari-'
ous stages of grief, and incorporate basic

of Tuesday, at $3.1 mil-
lion.

District officials said
the move, which they
stressed is only being
considered as negotia-
tions with the custodi-
ans continue, could bring
as much as a $2 million
swing in the budget.

It could help the dis-
trict earn another $52 per
pupil in state aid money
(nearly $1 million) if they
meet seven-of-eight “best
practices” criteria set by
Gov. Rick Snyder. The
district could also save
some $1 million, mostly in
pension and health care
benefit costs.

“We realize it's a pain-
ful decision,” Killian said.
“But realizing our finan-
cial situation, we aren't
left with many options.”

Not all of the demon-
strators were custodial
workers or members of
their union. There were
plenty of secretaries,
some teachers and other
staffers on hand to lend
support.

We are family

Jolie Valentine, a librar-
ian for seven years
at Hoben Elementary
School, said she walked
the line because custodi-
ans are “part of our fami-
ly, part of our community
... we have to stick togeth-
er.”

“They go above and
beyond (what'’s expect-
ed of) their jobs all the
time,” Valentine said.

Melissa Siepierski was on hand to support her mother,
Christine, a Plymouth-Canton custodian.

Ladenberger said this
year’s privatization dis-
cussion comes a year
after the custodians’
union gave up $1 million
in concessions preparing
for the 2011-12 budget.
She pointed out her union
has lost some 40 jobs in
the last five years.

A request for another
$1 million befuddles Lad-
enberger.

“We're one of the
groups that'’s always
worked well with (the
board),” she said. “We've
given up $2 million; last
year, we gave up 21 cus-
todians for $1 million
in savings. This year,
they’re saying if you don't
give us $1 million, we'll
privatize. I consider this
bullying.”

Board members will
meet in a budget session
Monday. They're expect-
ed to pass the 2012-13
budget at their June 26
meeting.

(" THINKING ABOUT... 9

lfNNUX )]

“Idon’t wanttobeina Free Estimates
building where I don’t e
know the custodians, UNITED TEMPERATURE
where I don’'t know the 8919 MIDDLEBELT + LIVONIA
secretary. We're family.” 734-5251930
www. unitediemparatureservices. com
In-Ground

SWIMMING POOL
DEMOLITION

Loranger Complete Labor Co.,LLC
734-652-2272 & 734-652-2821

Experienced - Licensed - Insured

OEDNT74447

Give Dad the Gift of Nature
Fathers Day June 17/.

. (734) 9839130/

QWilld “Bincls %Qmuted

41816 Ford Rd Canton, Mi 48187 Bet ««mmg.w .mu« Rds

/ Www cantor com See Store for Detals

Details: State Rep. Dian Slavens (D-Can-
ton) invites residents to join her for a
cup of coffee and conversation at one
of her upcoming coffee hours. Slavens
hosts regular coffee hours and town hall
meetings throughout Canton Township,

journal writing as a way to express feelings.!
The program is free of charge. i
Contact: To register, contact Ann Chris-
tensen, Compassionate Care Hospice Be- >
reavement Coordinator at (888) 983-9050,

or e-mail achristensen@cchnet.net. |

Call 734-464-3251

for an appointment

World class cardiologists —
just arouwd the covver.

The physicians and staff at Advanced Cardiovascular Health Specialists, P.C. provide
comprehensive care in a state-of-the-art medical environment. Robert Grodman, DO,
Salwan Anton, DO and Raymond Gadowski, DO are board-certified cardiologists and

are on staff at Providence Hospital. They are passionate about heart health and offer
prevention techniques, diagnostic services, treatment and rehabilitative services for
patients with adult cardiovascular disease. It's good to know that the physicians and staff
at Advanced Cardiovascular Health Specialists, P.C. provide exceptional heart care that you
can trust. For an appointment, call 734-464-3251.

N

STUJOHN
PROVIDENCE PROVIDENCE

HEALTH SYSTEM*
A PASSION for HEALING
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Advanced Cardiovascular Health Specialists, P.C.
37799 Professional Center Drive, Suite 105

Livonia, Ml 48154
734-464-3251
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