QUALIFICATIONS VERSUS
DUTIES: WHY KNOWING
THE DIFFERENCE MATTERS

CLASSIFIED, SECTION C

PRICE: $1

CATHERIN
ZETA-JONE
IS BACK

USA WEEKEND

SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2012

. T
Tt
P

éi

AAJ ‘_‘"';

"v.‘,
et
Y

hometownlife.com

Lessons

from dad

What's the best thing
your dad ever taught
you? Do you have
a photo from your
favorite adventure with
dad? Would you like to
share your memories of
your father?

In honor of Father’s
Day, the Canton Ob-
server would like to help
you share those lessons
and memories. All you
have to do is send us a
photo of you and your
dad (make sure you let
us know who's in the
photo, when it was
taken, where you're
from, etc.) to editor Brad
Kadrich at bkadrich@
hometownlife.com

We'll share them in
our paper published
Sunday, June 17
— Father’s Day!

Roads closed

Canton Public Safety
Director Patrick E.
Nemecek has issued a
temporary traffic order
in conjunction with
Canton’s Liberty Fest,
June 15-16.

* Friday, June 15, 11
a.m., parking is pro-
hibited along Canton
Center between Cherry
Hill and Palmer.

» Saturday, June
16, 10:30-11:30 p.m.,
Canton Center will be
closed between Cherry
Hill and Palmer.

» Saturday, 8-11:30
p.m., Summit Parkway
will be closed from
Canton Center to Glen-
garry Boulevard.

Cherished
memories

Hundreds of students
will graduate in the
coming weeks and our
photographers will be
there to capture all the
big moments. Gradua-
tion photos will appear
in the Canton Observer
and online at home-
townlife.com. To order
a photo, go to home-
townlife.com and look
for the photo galler-
ies midway down our
home page. If you see
a photo you'd like to
purchase, just click on
the gold “buy photo”
icon above the image
and you will be taken
directly to our photo
store. If you want an
entire page reprinted
or made into any of
the more than a dozen
products available, con-
tact Web Editor Larry
Ruehlen at Iruehlen@
hometownlife.com or
(313) 222-8730.
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MDOT widens traffic

study beyond Ford Road

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Pursuing what many motorists con-
sider a long-overdue solution to Can-
ton’s traffic woes, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation has begun a new
study that reaches beyond car-clogged
Ford Road.

The study is expected to hatch a set
of preliminary proposals as early as
August before closing in on a solution
by January, Gorette Yung, MDOT proj-
ect and contract administration engi-
neer, said Thursday.

The effort is expected to lead to a
phased-in solution to local traffic woes,
Yung said, regardless of whether Can-
ton and MDOT succeed at securing $18

million or more through a fourth-round

federal program dubbed TIGER, or
Transportation Investment Generating
Economic Recovery.

The latest MDOT analysis focuses not
just on the Ford Road/I-275 interchange.
Rather, it involves a traffic and environ-

mental study of a larger area bounded

by Warren to the north, Cherry Hill to

the south, Sheldon to the west and Lotz
to the east.

Voices heard

Aside from compiling traffic and acci-
dent data in the target area, Yung, other

MDOT officials and a consulting firm,
Wilbur Smith Associates, came to Can-

Please see TRAFFIC, A8

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Brian Smith, at right, of Wilbur Smith Associates, speaks
with local resident Larry Lucas, who said that curiosity
drove him to come to the meeting. “I've lived here since
'96 and have fought Ford Road ever since.”

Janie, Sophie and Billy Roberts are the first triplets to graduate from Plymouth High School. They joined

their classmates in receiving their diplomas Sunday at Eastern Michigan University.

Triple play

Siblings leave legacy as first triplets
to graduate from Plymouth High School

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

When Janie Roberts heads
off to college in the fall, she'll
be farther away from her
brother and sister than she’s
ever been in her life.

And she's only going to
Southfield.

Still, the 137 or so miles
between Lawrence Technolog-
ical University, where Janie
plans to attend college, and
Kalamazoo College, where her

brother and sister are headed,
represents about as much dis-
tance as has been between the
triplets for any extended peri-
od of time since the triplets
were born within three minutes
of each other 18 years ago.

On their way

The adventure begins now
that Billy, Sophie and Janie
Roberts have become the first
set of triplets to graduate from
Plymouth High School. They
join their classmates in accept-

ing diplomas during com-
mencement exercises today
(Sunday) at Eastern Michigan
University.

“I'm gonna miss (Janie) so
much,” said Sophie, the young-
est. “She's going to be so far
away."”

It will certainly be a strange
experience, considering
they've been together since
entering Bentley Elementa-
ry School, where their kinder-

Please see TRIPLETS, A5

Ex-teacher ordered
to trial on sex charges

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Two male teens testified Fri-
day in explicit detail they had
sex with former Wayne Memo-

rial High teacher Brandon Tom-

blin of Canton during incidents
they say occurred in Tomb-

lin's school office, at his sister’s

Garden City house and in his
car while parked off a Romu-
lus road.

A third teen said during a pre-

liminary exam in 34th District

Court in Romulus that he and
Tomblin, 26, flirted and even-
tually exchanged nude photos

on their cell phones, but never

had sex.

The three males, now 16, 17
and 18, testified the encoun-
ters occurred last year while
they attended Wayne Memo-
rial, where Tomblin taught

vocal music before the young-

est boy’s mother notified Can-

ton police alleging inappropri-

Please see TEACHER, A5
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Brandon Tomblin (left), with
defense attorney Robert
Mullen at an earlier court ap-
pearance, was ordered to trial
Friday in 34th District Court.

Custodian
contract part
of budget talks

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

A year after privatizing their bus
drivers, Plymouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools officials have at least one
other union on the potential chop-
ping block as they try to trim a pro-
jected deficit in the 2012-13 budget.

The school district budget, for
which a public hearing is scheduled
at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the E.J. McClen-
don Education Center, includes the
potential move to privatize the dis-
trict’s custodial workers. The move
is being pondered as the district
tries to meet seven of eight criteria
proscribed by Gov. Rick Snyder to
qualify for additional per-pupil fund-
ing in the shared services provision
of the state aid act.

District officials said the move,
which they stressed is only being
considered as negotiations with the
custodians continue, could bring
as much as a $2 million swing in
the budget. It could help the dis-
trict earn another $52 per pupil in
state aid money (nearly $1 million),
and could also save some $1 million,
mostly in pension and health care
benefit costs.

“We realize it's a painful decision,”
said Brodie Killian, the district’s
executive director of finance. “But
realizing our financial situation, we
aren't left with many options.”

The move would affect 73 non-
skilled custodial workers and is nec-
essary, Killian said, as the district
tries to trim the remaining $2.5 mil-
lion of what began as a $5.6 million
deficit. Killian said the request for
proposal was written to protect the
$16.73 average wage current custo-
dians earn, and includes the same
kind of “right of first refusal” clause
for current workers shifting to the
vendor.

“The RFP was written in a way we
protected the union,"” Killian said.
“We value our employees, and want
them to have a working wage.”

Obviously, the move isn't sitting
well with the custodians. Kathy Lad-

Please see CUSTODIANS, A8

PUBLIC HEARING

What: Public Hearing, Plymouth-
Canton Community School’s 2012-13
budget

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 12
Where: E.J. McClendon Education
Center, 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth
Why: The Board of Education will
take public comment on its proposed
2012-13 budget. The board is expect-
ed to pass the budget at its June 26
meeting.

—
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ping out ‘right thing to do’

By Darrell Clem didatesto  terson chose Cassis, Ben-  lican incumbent McCotter  ed, naturally, but I respect Bennett said he is
Observer Staff Writer challenge nett said the panel had no  failed to get enough sig- Sen. Nancy Cassis and enthusiastic about con-
GOP binding authority to force natures on petitionstoget  believe she will be an out-  tinuing in his role as con-
Former state Sen. Loren | hope- him or anyone else out of  his name on the ballot. standing member of Con-  tract administrator with
Bennett, a Canton Repub- ful Kerry the race. Moreover, the Secre- gress. She has my com- Wixom-based J&B Medi-
lican, confirmed he has Bentivol- “But it’s the right thing tary of State is probing plete support in this race.” cal Supplies.
dropped his write-in cam- io, whose  todo to try to coalesce allegations of irregulari- Patterson said Cassis Bentivolio is the sole
paign for U.S. Rep. Thad- name is around the one per- ties on petitions submit- “represented the best of Republican whose name
deus McCotter’s seat and  Bennett on the son,” Bennett said. “I ted by McCotter’s cam- the district.” will appear on the Aug.
thrown his support to Aug.7 was thrilled they picked paign, and McCotter has “She served in the 7 ballot. Two Democrats,
GOP favorite Nancy Cas-  primary ballot. someone of the quali- pledged to cooperate, state Senate, she has a Dr. Syed Taj of Canton
sis, a former state sena- “If nothing else, I'm ty of Nancy Cassis. She Bennett, meanwhile, said  high name identification, and William Roberts of
tor from Novi. good at math. If there was a fine representa- he plans to return mon- she has a proven track Redford Township, are
Bennett, former Canton  are multiple people in tive in Lansing in both the ey he had collected for a record,” Patterson said. battling for their party’s
clerk and trustee, aban- the race (as write-in can-  House and the Senate. write-in campaign he had “She’s well-funded and can  nod in the primary.
doned his effort after didates), that assures no “I'm behind her 100 per- announced late last week.  hit the ground running.”
11th District Republican  one will win,” Bennett cent,” he said, “and I'm “I was very honored and Patterson said five can-  Staff Writer Ken Abramczyk
leaders met Thursday told the Observer. sure she will do a wonder- humbled by the support didates were interviewed: contributed to this report.
morning and chose Cas- Though the GOP group  ful job.” from well-wishers,” hesaid.  Cassis, Bennett, Rocky
sis from among sever- including Oakland County Cassis will seek the 11th In a formal statement, Raczkowski, Paul Welday ddem@hometownlife.com
al potential write-in can- Executive L. Brooks Pat-  District seat after Repub-  he said, “I am disappoint-  and John Pastor. (313) 2222238
AROUND CANTON
“Around Canton” is designed to to 3:45 p.m. Monday, June 11, at Details: State Rep. Dian Slavens HEISE HOURS PANCAKE BREAKFAST

announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.
com

BLOOD DRIVES

Details: The American Red Cross
sponsors blood drives at a variety
of Plymouth and Canton locations
over the next week.

Drives take place 7:30 a.m. to
1:45 p.m. Sunday, June 10, at St.
Kenneth Catholic Church on Hag-
gerty north of Schoolcraft; 10 a.m.

the Community Financial Credit
Union; and 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
Saturday, June 16, at Plymouth
High School on Beck Road just
south of Joy.

Contact: To make an appoint-
ment call Diane Risko at (313)
549-7052 or email Diane.Risko@
redcross.org

SLAVENS COFFEE

Date/Time: Monday, June 18, 5-6
p.m.

Location: Daydream Cafe, 47192
Michigan Ave., in Canton

(D-Canton) invites residents to
join her for a cup of coffee and
conversation at one of her upcom-
ing coffee hours. Slavens hosts
regular coffee hours and town
hall meetings throughout Canton
Township, Belleville and Van Bu-
ren Township. Residents can sign
up for Slavens’ e-newsletter and

Date/Time: Monday, June 11, 3-4
p.m.

Location: Plymouth District Li-
brary, 223 S. Main in Plymouth.
Details: State Rep. Kurt Heise
invites residents to meet with him
locally during district office hours.
Heise is also available to meet

take her brief community survey ~ With constituents by appoint-
by visiting her website at www. ment either in the district or at his
slavens.housedems.com. Lansing office.

Contact: Call Slavens toll free at
(888) 347-8021 or send an email to
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov.

Contact: Residents are invited to
call toll free 1-855-REP-KURT or
e-mail kurtheise@house.mi.gov to

Date/Time: June 17, 7-11 a.m.

Location: Mettetal Airport,
Canton

Details: Experimental Aircraft
Association Chapter 113 spon-
sors its annual Father’s Day
pancake breakfast. Proceeds
help fund educational scholar-
ships for students pursuing avia-
tion degrees. The event includes
breakfast, helicopter rides and
static displays.

Contact: For more information
visit www.113.eaachapter.org.

schedule an appointment.

Non-local banks thinlk Nico 8z Vali
starred ;m Iersey Boys.

At Banl: of lnn Arbor. we know the Plymouth area inside and out. We use that
knowledge to provide the products and services you need. Bank of Ann Arbor helps.

H‘.” K he]'ps

Member FDIC

6700 angon Center Rd :
"Canton, MI 48187
(Between Hanford & Warren)

734-459-0400

:

" aVida™

massage
Jfor a healthier body »mind s life

Affordable Therapeutic Massage for Everyone
Services Customized to Your Needs

Licensed Male & Female Therapists

Full Line of Facial Services

Open 7 Days a Week

Walk-ins Welcome

Signature  Couples Ol\'Am HourSCuqtom
Clusses for the Facial Massage assage eFSo'S:Oﬂ
Entire Family $499% $79% 5399 Clients
ages 3-adult For New Clients For New Clients

* Ballet

* Tap

* Jazz

* Hip Hop

* Contemporary
* Lyrical

* Turns & Leaps

Now Offering Colon Hydrotherapy In Plymouth

15175 \'|n'|({un i\'~|
Plymouth, M1 48170
734.207.1400

plymouth.milavidamassage.«

4214 Ford Rd.
Canton, M1 48184
734.844.1402

canton.mi.lavidamass
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Summer Clusses
June 12,19 & 26th

Gift Certificates

Available age.com
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I $500 5 WEEK SUMMER I

DANCE JAM .ok
New customers only. May not be combined with any other offer.

® 2.
July 10th-Aug 9th I
Mo 2,
One coupon per family. Exp: 10/1/12 734.459.0400 Lad A

SUMMER YOGA oR
7 A CARDIO
Only $45 CLASS

5 week sessions Only $55
Jazz, Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, 5 weeks sessions
Leaps & Turns, Contemporary July 10th - Aug 9th

What People are Saying:

“Thank you Central City Dance for providing a safe and positive facility for our children.”

“We chose Central City because the focus Is not on competition but on the community and
providing kids with a warm loving place by teaching that there is more than just winning.”

“The registration process was organized and easy." Jaden J.
“The show at the end of the year was something special.” Michelle T.

CONNECT YOUR SUMMER 2012

The all-ages summer reading program
from the Canton Public Library!

Read books or attend library programs to earn
badges and prize entries.

<} Z2UMEBA

FINESS No residency restrictions—this program is

open to residents of all communities.
No age restrictions—any age, baby through
adult, can participate.

' Join the program at any point during the
summer. Connect Your Summer ends
August 11 with a big backyard party at the
library for all participants.

www.cantonpl.org/connect-your-summer/2012

Vi,

‘"C

L‘-A.H\LL.,

1200 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, M| 48188
734-397-0999
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asgern Market

e Ol ﬂantﬂﬂ
@NE doy Rd. 1 Block E. of I‘?.ZS . canton
a2 7344500020

. Presh Meat~Deli~Fresh Seafood
— Produce~Grocery~Dairy
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" Prices good through June 23rd, 2012 e 7

| Happy r 0%&}” $ D&y Mn ATS We Cater Graduahonlr J
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Ground BIHUSS 9Y Steak Chicken
Delmonico New York
Round Steaks Strip Steaks abohs,  Kabobs
52.99n.  $8.99n. SB 995 $6.99n  53.99mn.
‘Amish Amish Bone-In Pork Spare Fresh Assorted
C C
Ch'cke" Legs @hoken Broasts  Pork Chops Ribs Sa!ltl?s!!:\anes

I, /35 00 $2.39n S$3.29m  §2.99n 83, 991b
% SEAFQOD

- Sa'irmon Cra't()mLegs Prawns  Tilapia
619.99n. $19.99n  56.39n
? . nnLl Deamzvlsl g?r Kzﬂlls%'?’gducts
g i L s o

i Chicken  American Cheese 36.99 b,
{4 Veggie Pasta Salad
. S3.80n. | $6.99n  S499m Stoon 00990,
PRODUCE GROCERY

,if"

-&\

Blazo Pies

;]b Michigan Made Chef's Best
oo 048 Shecun /81 e, MR

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
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MEAT BUNDLES FormFresh eer

Y Beef Vst '
Variety Bundle  Mini Vamty W Vaglaty 3 ugk Tapy

Bundle
@324999 $126.09 5126.93  §67.99

i fa: Now York Sirips 2 Ibs. New York Strip Steaks
3 Ibs. Denver Steaks 1.5 Ibs. Beef or Pork Stew 3 Ibs. Sirloin Tip or Rump Roast 1 Spare Rib

: Baby Garden Fresh ACE
:%'::alz:)%z SLBQ . Cucumbers.... 3/ s1 E?‘?';ga 9 / ssm

5 We Carry Whole Pigs
for Your Pig Roast

3 Ibs. Porterhouse or T-Bones 2 Ibs. X-Lean Stew Meat 3 Ibs. Country Ribs or Pork Roast
3 Ibs. Pot roast 6 Ibs. Lean Ground Round 6 Ibs. Lean Ground Round 2 Ibs. Pork Stew or City Chicken
3 Ibs. Sirloin Tip or Rump Roast 2 Ibs. Sirloin Tip or Rump roast 2 Ibs. Porterhouse or T-Bones 2 Ibs. Breakfast Patties
8 Ibs' Lean Ground Round 2 Ibs. Hickory Smoked Bacon g :g:- Egtb 2osc';st ! ; :gs gor:: ghap;ss

' i eaKs s. Pork Cutle
3 |bs. X-Lean Beef or Pork Stew 2 Ibs. Country Ribs or Pork Roast 5 o po e made Meatloaf fRs: Forc

2 Ibs. Hickory Smoked Bacon 2 Ibs. Amish Boneless Chicken

Pkg Homemade Sirloin Patties Breasts _ r |
3 Ibs. Breakfast Bulk Sausage 1 Ib. Beef, Pork or Chicken Cube -
2 Ibs. EMC’s Homemade Meatloaf Steaks 1 I

! 3 Ibs. Pot roast |

3 Ibs. EMS's Homemade Fresh Sausage

i

i

|

8 Ibs. Whole F -May be cut Pka.H de Sirloin Patti |
i oy bcitp P, omemade o attes 1) “’ Ba "0‘3‘095- $50 Purchase |
i

_l

with '
2 Ibs. Beef, Pork or Chicken Cube Steaks = 1 Whole Fryer-May be cut up L‘” bl e:fsfzys |\2/|eeat BMl:tIZ'(zle -L s

™« Whole and Half Sides of Beef Available e All Bundles are FREEZER READY!
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Safety officials issue fireworks warning

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton residents shooting
off once-banned fireworks
now allowed by Michigan law
should use caution to avoid a
heightened risk of injuries and
fires, local authorities warned.

Police and fire officials also
urged those buying or selling
fireworks to brush up on laws
governing the proper use of
Roman candles, bottle rockets
and firecrackers that shoot into
the air.

Their warnings come as sum-
mer and specifically the Fourth
of July mark the first season for
fireworks buffs to legally use
what was once smuggled in from
states such as Indiana and Ohio.

“There’s certainly a great-
er risk of potential injuries
because of these fireworks
being improperly used,” Can-

ton Deputy Fire Chief Josh-

ua Meier said. “It also increas-
es the risk of potential fires if
we have fallout from these fire-
works falling on buildings or
grassy areas in dry conditions.”

Statewide, officials have pre-
dicted new laws will usher in
millions of dollars in new rev-
enue from licensing fees and
sales taxes as retailers cash in
on changes embraced by peo-
ple who are thrilled by explod-
ing fireworks.

“It certainly gives the consum-
er more freedom to have and use
fireworks,” Schreiner said, “but
it also requires more use of com-
mon sense. With the more free-
dom to use fireworks comes
a heavier burden for us to be
responsible in how we use them."”

Township Attorney Kristin

Kolb has been developing poten-

tial changes in local ordinanc-
es to coincide with changes in

Thls is but one example of once-
banned fireworks now legal in
Michigan.

Michigan’s fireworks laws.

“We're considering some reg-
ulations in light of the state
law,” she said.

Here’s a closer look at what
retailers and fireworks users
should know:

¢ Buyers 18 and older can
legally purchase fireworks
typically labeled as consumer
grade, 1.4G or UN0336.

“Most of what is still illegal

is 1.3G and comes in a brown
paper container,” Meier said.
“Most all of the legal, consumer-
grade fireworks come packaged
with very visible, bright colors.”

« It's illegal to set off fire-
works while using alcohol.
Authorities said mixing the two
can greatly increase the likeli-
hood of serious injury.

= Retailers have to obtain a
permit from the state and have
liability insurance, Schreiner
said. Any building used to sell
fireworks requires an inspec-
tion and approval by the state
or local fire marshal.

* Buyers can only set off their
fireworks on their own proper-
ty “or someone else’s proper-
ty if they have express permis-
sion,” Schreiner said. They can-
not be used on public property.

* Even on private property,
Meier said, fireworks must be
at least 70 feet away from any

structure. More precisely, the
distance must be 70 feet for
each inch of shell size.

* Though local municipalities
can impose certain restrictions
on fireworks, state law prohib-
its such measures on a national
holiday and the day immediate-
ly preceding or following it

Local restrictions on non-holi-
days could potentially be enact-
ed by Canton’s elected officials.

“Really all we're trying to do
is keep the community safe,”
Meier said.

» Regardless of when fire-
works are used, Schreiner said
users “should always use com-
mon sense and be respectful of
their neighbors.”

As always, any complaints
about illegal fireworks activi-
ty should be reported to Canton
police by calling (734) 394-5400.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Plymouth attorney tries
second Ficano recall

2 Llocationsg!

Hershey’s Shoes Hershey’s Too

29522 Ford Road Comfort Shoes
West of Middlebelt-Garden City 47750 Grand River at Beck-Novi
734.422.1771 248.347.7838
HOURS: M, Th, Fri 10-8 HOURS:
Tu, Wed. 10-6 M-Th & Sat. 10-6
Sat. 9:30-6 - Closed Sundays Fri. 107

Quality Shoes for the €ntire Family

* SAS-Made in USA + Keen ¢ Hushpuppy
* Florsheim * Clark + New Balance
e mmm e e e o * Rockport

Any regular

price mens ' Any mens
footwear | sale shoes, |
Exceptsippers) | slippers & belts |.

| Notvalid on previous purchases.
ol ot el

©

»)

= e == e S JN
S S S G S — ©

www.hersheysshoes.com

By Matt Jachman
Observer Staff Writer

A Plymouth attor-
ney and candidate for
Wayne County office has
launched a second drive
to recall County Execu-
tive Robert Ficano.

Richard Converti-
no, a Canton Township
resident, said his peti-
tion to put a recall ques-
tion to county voters is
based on Ficano's role in
the $200,000 payout to
former county econom-
ic development director
Turkia Mullin last year, at
a time when workers in
the financially strapped
county were taking con-
cessions. Mullin returned
the money after a public
outcry, but the incident
launched investigations

into administration, and
the Wayne County Board
of Commissioners last
week voted to censure
Ficano.

Convertino, a former
U.S. attorney now in pri-
vate practice, said the
Mullin incident is an
example of the way Fica-
no operates, and that the

county executive’s admin-

istration is “an open drain
on taxpayer dollars.”

“Not only are they tone
deaf to what's going on in
this county, but the more
their hearing becomes
impaired, the fatter their
wallets become,” he said
Friday.

Ficano spokesman
Tom Downey rejected
the premise of the recall
effort and said Converti-
no is trying to draw atten-

tion to his own bid for the
county commission. Con-
vertino is a candidate in
the Republican primary
for the commission’s new-
ly redrawn 10th District,
which includes the Plym-
outh and Canton areas.
Convertino said that he
relied on grassroots sup-
port in his first recall
effort and that it was
difficult to gather sig-
natures in the colder
months. This time, he
said, he's planning to
raise money to supple-
ment volunteers with pro-
fessional circulators, and
will begin collecting sig-
natures outside county
polling places during the
Tuesday, Aug. 7, primary.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2405

DICK SCOTT CHRYSLER * DODGE * JEEP * RAM

Digls Stoit
Chrysior-Dodgey-Joep= i
Chance to WIN

EVENT SO 8,

cooagy @ rAam With Car Purchase

A Collectible Aerial Poster of Tiger's Final Game on
September 27, 1999 by Rick Dinoian

2012 CHRYSLER 2012 CHRYSLER
200 LIMITED TOWN & COUNTRY
STK# C122154 .’ ||ITOURING -

STK# C12T18

SALE PRICE

23,101
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2012 JEEP GRAND
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STK# J12GC121
SALE PRICE
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education, and the child’s
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lifelong learners.
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For more information visit
www.americanmontessori.net

Plymouth, Ml 48170

Open Mon. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Tues. 9 a.m-6 p.m.
Wed. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Thurs. 9 a.m.-9 p.m,,
Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 am.-3 p.m.

Redford Location Makes & Models

Upper Elementary (3-6)
17175 Olympia
Redford, M| 48240
313-533-0000

Livonia Location
Lower Elementary (K-2)
14800 Middlebelt Rd.
Livonia, M| 48154
734-525-7100

» d3ar - 39400

DICK SCOTT CHRYSLER * DODGE - JEEP * RAM
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TEACHER

Continued from page A1l

ate contact between Tom-
blin and her son.

The teens testified
they had voluntary con-
tact with Tomblin, but
34th District Judge Tina
Brooks Green said sexual
contact between a teach-
er and student cannot be
consensual and ordered
Tomblin to stand trial in
Wayne County Circuit
Court on three counts
each of third-degree
criminal sexual con-
duct, three counts each
of fourth-degree CSC and
two counts each of child
sexually abusive activity,
using a computer to com-
mit a crime and distrib-
uting sexually explicit
material to children.

“This happened in the
high school,” Green said
of one incident, “in his
office, and he’s a teacher.”

Still jailed

Tomblin remains
jailed with bonds total-
ing $325,000/10 per-
cent, meaning he could
be released with $32,500.
If convicted, the charg-
es carrying the strongest
penalty could lead to 20
years in prison.

Under questioning by
Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Brian Surma,
the teens said Tomblin
never indicated to them
whether he had a sexu-
ally transmitted disease.
Qutside the courtroom,
Surma declined to elabo-
rate on the issue.

One male, now 18, said
he was in Tomblin's choir
class during 11th grade
when Tomblin gave his
phone number to the
entire class. The teen,
who also appeared in a
production of Hairspray
directed by Tomblin, said
he and Tomblin initially
exchanged texts.

“It was more like I nev-
er had a gay teacher. I was
curious,” the teen said.

The teen said he met
Tomblin in his office,
exposed himself, allowed
Tomblin to touch him and
then had unprotected sex
with the teacher during
after-school hours.

“We ended up having
sex in his office,” the teel*
said.

On another occasion,
the teen said he and
another alleged victim
rode with Tomblin to a
place in Romulus, where
they parked. He said he
sat in the back seat while
Tomblin performed oral

sex on the other boy in
the front,

On yet another occa-
sion, the 18-year-old teen
testified he and the other
teen accompanied Tom-
blin to Tomblin’s sister’s
house in Garden City,
where other sexual acts
occurred.

His testimony came
after the other teen gave
similar testimony. This
teen, now 17, said he ran
track at school and knew
Tomblin as the musical
director of Hairspray.

No drugs

The 17-year-old said
he and Tomblin flirted in
May 2011, and he recount-
ed the trips by car to
Romulus and Garden City.

During his first outing
with Tomblin, the 17-year-
old said, “I wanted some-
thing to happen that day.”

He said Tomblin per-
formed oral sex on him.

The teens said Tomblin
never offered them alco-
hol or drugs. Even though
they said Tomblin never
coerced them, Surma said,
“That does not make it OK.
It was still an illegal act.”

Meantime, the 16-year-
old teen, of Canton, said
he was in Tomblin's vocal
music class when the two
of them began texting
each other.

“‘He wanted porno-
graphic pictures,” the
teen said of Tomblin.

The 16-year-old said
Tomblin sent two nude
photos of himself, though
it never showed his face.
The teen replied with a
nude image of himself.

Defense attorney Rob-
ert Mullen questioned
how the teen could be
sure the picture was of
Tomblin. The teen said
Tomblin’s skin tone and
body structure seemed
to match the images,
but when he was asked
if he assumed the pic-
tures were of Tomblin, he
replied, “That is true.”

Judge Green ordered
Tomblin to stand trial on
all but one charge of third-
degree CSC, which Surma
said he was dropping.

Tomblin has been
described as a well-liked
teacher who has strong

_family support. His rel-

atives have ted-

“ly appeared in court
during the proceed-

ings, though some had to
leave the courtroom Fri-
day because they may be
called to testify later as
character witnesses.

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

TRIPLETS

Continued from page A1l

garten teacher was leery
of having triplets in class,
then through Discov-

ery Middle School before
moving on to Plymouth
High School.

They shrug off any kind
of intrinsic “connection”
they might have, though
their parents say they've
always had it. They were
born May 17, 1994 at
the end of a problemat-
ic pregnancy for Karen
Roberts, who was in the
hospital 10 weeks before
the three were born. Bill
came first at 9:01, fol-
lowed by Janie at 9:02 and
Sophie at 9:04.

‘Wonderful’ babies

When Karen and Paul
Roberts got them home,
the babies slept through
the night their first night
home.

“We always wanted
three children, and we
got three children,” Kar-
en said. “I never real-
ly believed (she was hav-
ing triplets) until it hap-
pened. (But) they were
such wonderful babies.”

Billy, according to his
mom, was the charismat-
ic one, while Sophie was
more introverted. Janie,
the only left-handed one,
was the quiet, creative
one.

“They’re definitely
connected,” Karen said.
“They don't like to admit
it, and they never had
their own ‘language,’ but
they're definitely con-
nected.”

“It was non-verbal,”

S

o

ALWAYS 50% OFF THE MARKED PRICE
» Pillows, Rugs & Throws
— ° Decorative Balls

Billy is the oldest, born May 17, 1994, at 9:01, followed by
Janie at 9:02 and Sophie at 9:04.

Paul Roberts said. “They
just understood (each
other). It was a riot to
watch.”

Each has grown to enjoy
his or her own activities.
Billy plays football, and
earned an academic schol-
arship to Kalamazoo Col-
lege. Sophie ran cross
country and was a two-
miler in track. She'll study
architecture at Lawrence
Tech.

And Janie, who thinks
she “might study biolo-
gy” at Kalamazoo Col-
lege, was a manager for
the football and ‘wres-

« Bird Houses & Wind Chimes

» Men's Metal, Wood,
Resin & Ceramic Decor

tling teams in addition to
playing lacrosse. She also
loves photography and
joined the Civil Air Patrol
in February. She may also
join the Marines.

“Tt was between the Air
Force and the Marines,
but I wanted to push
myself,” Janie said. “It's
just a feeling you get.”

Proud parents

All are members of the
National Honor Society
and are active at First
Presbyterian Church of
Plymouth.

And all three have, not
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surprisingly, made their
parents proud.

“We've always
stressed education, and
they're like sponges,”
Paul said. “We've been
blessed with extremely
bright kids.”

Now they're headed to
college. Sophie, who also
considered Grand Val-
ley, Michigan State, West-
ern Michigan and Bowl-
ing Green, said she was a
little surprised by the col-
legiate decisions made
among the three of them.

“That was the biggest
surprise ever ... We never
thought it would be Bil-
ly and I,” said Sophie. “I
thought it would be Bil-
ly and Janie, because
they're both math peo-
ple. I liked Kalama-
zoo because they have a
strong biology program.
A lot of their students
study abroad, and I'd
really like that.”

Leaving Plymouth High
School as the first trip-
lets to graduate is their
legacy.

“Other people are
known for going some-
where or doing some-
thing,” Billy said. “We're
known for this. Every-
one knows ‘that’s the first
set of triplets.’ It's just a
cool little piece to leave
behind.”

What’s it going to be
like being apart for the
first time?

“I’'m going to miss it,”
Janie said. “At the same
time, it's going to be dif-
ferent, but you've got to
try new things.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899
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