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MDOT meets

The Michigan
Department of Trans-
portation will hold a
public meeting for the
1-275 at M-153 (Ford
Road) Area Traffic and

anton steps up war on ‘Spice’

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

ton, calling K2 “a huge prob-
lem” linked to horrific crimes

complaints that kids are buy-
ing it in Canton,” Nemecek

Environmental Study across the nation, said state said.
and Evaluation 5-7 p.m. Striking back against syn- and federal laws would carry a
Thursday in the Sum- thetic marijuana, commonly bigger punch against the dan-  Penalty phase

mit on the Park Grand
Ballroom. The study
area for the project is

known as K2, Spice and Bath
Salts, Canton’s elected lead-
ers are expected next Tuesday

gerous substance.
“I personally think that's the
best way for this to happen,”

If adopted next Tuesday, the
emergency ordinance would
carry misdemeanor penal-

bordered by Sheldon, to approve an emergency ban  he said. ties of 90 days in jail and cer-
Warren Road, Lotzand  declaring the sale or posses- That said, Plymouth Town- tain fines. Nemecek said police
Cherry Hill Road. sion of it as illegal. ship officials are “considering”  plan to conduct spot checks of

The meeting will be
an open house format.
There will be no for-
mal presentation but
numerous stations for
residents to get infor-
mation and talk with

local stores.

Canton Township Supervi-
sor Phil LaJoy said the pro-
posed ordinance is expected to
receive the township board’s
approval.

“We want to get the word
out to the community that you
might as well start to remove
it (from stores),” Public Safe-
ty Director Patrick Nemecek
said. “It’s going to be the law.”

Plymouth Township Police

adopting a local ban, Tidering-
ton said. “The attorneys are
looking at it.”

Their comments came Tues-
day amid a push by state legis-
lators to strengthen legislation
banning synthetic marijuana.

JILLUSTRATION BY JOHN HEIDER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A small vial of ‘Cap’n Kush' is a legal
incense sold at many party stores and
gas stations in the area. Its effects mimic
those of synthetic marijuana. In small
letters at the bottom of the vial it reads

project team members.
For more information,
call (313) 375-2400.

Qut for blood

The Canton Public
Library is hosting an
American Red Cross
blood drive Friday,
June 8.

Donors can make an
appointment by calling
(734) 397-0999, Ext.
1071. Walk-ins are wel-
come anytime between
10 a.m. and 3:45 p.m.,
at the library located at
1200 S. Canton Center.

Organizers said the
need for blood dona-
tions is “at a critical
level and your dona-
tion insures a safe and
stable blood supply.”

‘WaterWalk’

screening

A special Father’s Day
screening of the made-
in-Michigan feature
WaterWalk has been
scheduled at Canton
Cinema in Canton 7
p.m. Sunday, June 17.

WaterWalk is based
on the true story
of Steve and Justin
Faulkner’s attempt to
become the first single
canoe team to retrace
the dangerous 1,000-
mile discovery route
of the Mississippi from
St. Ignace, Mich,, to 5t.
Louis.

For more information
and to view the trailer,
go to www.waterwalk-
themovie.com.
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Chief Thomas Tidering-

“We're getting numerous

Please see 'SPICE,' A4

“Product Is Not For Human Consumption.”

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Volunteer Jacquelyn Unis of Canton works with AhKendre Lawton. In background, Averyanna Thomas and tu-
tor Nancy Conzelman of Plymouth work together.

Reading is fundamental

Volunteers make a difference in Detroit schools

By Jill Halpin

Correspondent

When Becky and Gary Hurst
walk into the classroom of
Detroit’s Burns Elementary
School every Wednesday morn-
ing, they look into a sea of smil-
ing faces, all wondering the
same thing: Will you pick me?

“All of these little faces look-
ing up at you, so excited and
eager. They run up and give you
hugs ... Itis really something,”
said Becky Hurst, a Plymouth
resident.

Becky and her husband, Gary, -

are retired elementary teachers
from Novi Community Schools

but they are still busy as educa-
tors. Now they have an equal-

ly important mission, joining
ranks with a group of 20 other
local volunteers who meet week-
ly with students at Burns to help
them learn to read as was well
as develop a lifelong love of lit-
erature.

Plymouth resident Karen
O'Keefe has nearly the same
experience each time she visits
the school along with the Hursts.

“The students call, ‘Ms.
O'Keefe, pick me today.’ They
all love the extra attention and
the one-on-one time. The hardest
part for me is when I don’t have
enough readers to cover every

child,” O’Keefe said.

It is just one of the experienc-
es that inspired O'Keefe to vol-
unteer in the Detroit Public
Schools and to grow and culti-
vate a dedicated group of local
volunteers to provide read-
ing support to students from
Burns Elementary as part of the
Detroit Reading Corps.

Aimed at helping young chil-
dren develop a strong foun-
dation in reading during their
early elementary years, the
Detroit Reading Corps formed
as a response to declining stu-
dent achievement within DPS.

Please see READING, A8

Bennett
crafts
write-in
plan

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Former state Sen. Loren Ben-
nett, a Canton Republican, said
Monday he hopes to quick-
ly raise $250,000 and mobilize
1,000 volunteers to wage what
he concedes
is a daunting
write-in cam-
paign to win
the seat held
by U.S. Rep.
Thaddeus
McCotter.

“It’s an uphill
battle,” Ben-
nett said, but “I
think I can win it.”

He announced his 11th Dis-
trict GOP candidacy one day
before McCotter ended his
own write-in campaign Sat-
urday, amid a Secretary of
State probe of nominating peti-
tion irregularities and star-
tling revelations that McCot-
ter fell short of the signatures
he needed to get his name on
the ballot.

Bennett told the Observer he
hopes to raise enough money
to quickly assemble campaign

Bennett

Please see BENNETT, A2
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W-W sells vacant school to Canton academy

By Sue Mason
Observer Staff Writer

A former Westland ele-
mentary school could
reopen as a tuition-based
private school following
approval of its sale by the
Wayne-Westland school
board.

The board voted S-

1 with Trustee Andrea
Clawson dissenting to
accept an offer to pur-
chase the former Ketter-
ing Elementary School by
the Crescent Academy in
Canton for $1.5 million on
a five-year land contract.

The school was one
of six schools that were
closed in June 2010 as
part of reconfiguration
and downsizing of the dis-
trict’s elementary pro-
gram.

“I believe the sum is
a very attractive offer,”
said Jim Larson-Shidler,
deputy superintendent of

Kettering Elementary School in Westland, closed by the Wayne-Westland Community
Schools in 2010, is being sold to Crescent Academy of Canton for $1.5 million.

ness services. “We're
not getting the money up
front, but we’ll receive
money over a five-year

period with a balloon pay-

ment that will help us
out.”

“final offer” the Can-

ton academy has made
for Kettering, located on
Hubbard, south of Avon-
dale and east of Venoy in
Westland. It made cash
offers of $500,000 in May

ruary before coming
back with the $1.5 million
land contract.

The private, college
preparatory Islam-
ic school is making a
$25,000 earnest mon-

payment of $500,000. It
will make monthly pay-
ments of almost $6,600
with a balloon payment of
$837,658 due at the end of
the five years.

The offer is less then
the asking price of $1.9
million, but accord-
ing to Larson-Shidler,
the payments from the
Crescent Academy cou-
pled with a savings to
the district of $350,000
in building and main-
tenance over the five
years put the return at
just over $2 million.

The district will need
to finalize the language
of the contract, howev-
er, the academy would
be required to have an
insurance policy with
the district’s name on it
and maintain the build-
ing “to standard use.”
The district would have
the right to inspect it
with 24 hours notice.

require the approval of
the district and would
need to be bonded, in
case there was a default
and the work was not
completed, Larson-
Shidler said.

Superintendent Greg
Baracy assured the
board that the academy
is a primarily a cultural
school.

“They’re going to have
a high school for their
students, about 40 I
believe,” he said. “There
is no data that it would
draw students from the
Wayne-Westland district
and public school dollars
don’t follow students, if
they go there.”

“They seem to be pretty
good neighbors, they’re
pretty much landlocked
where they’re at and
they’'ve been growing,”
he added.

smason@hometownlife.com
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‘One Act’ festival seeking scripts from local writers

One-Acts Festival will be

ey deposit and a down Any changes would

to present our new works
at The Village Theater, we announced online at www.
wanted to provide a process, cantononeacts.com by Oct.
venue and event to showcase  31.

other emerging playwrights In November, there will
of plays and musicals as well be auditions for the select-
as to aspiring directors,"” ed plays. Playwrights can

TLC Productions is accept-
ing scripts for the 2013 Can-
ton One Acts Festival, set to
take place Jan. 18-20 at the
Village Theater at Cherry
Hill in Canton.

Springs must be post-

marked by Aug. 24. they added. request to direct their own
Tim Chanko, Linda Pohl TLC is looking for original  show if show is selected or
and Christopher Tremblay, plays in length from 15 min-  TLC Productions will appoint
all of Canton, said the festi- utes to 20 minutes. Multi- a director. Preference will be
val will showcase great local ple submissions from a play-  given to aspiring directors.
talent. wright are welcomed; how- TLC Productions will

ever, no children shows will
be considered. For a list of
complete guidelines and for

award first-, second- and
third-place awards based on
audience votes.

“This festival brings new
plays to the Canton commu-
nity and Village Theater at

Cherry Hill stage,” they said information on the judging The One-Acts Festival is
in a statement. “As aspiring process go to www.cantono- organized by TLC Produc-
playwrights, we looked for neacts.com. tions, sponsored by the Part-
other venues to submit our The deadline for works is nership for the Arts and the
one-act musicals, but there Aug. 24. In October, semifi- Humanities, and offered in
weren't any nearby groups nalists will be notified. Also partnership with The Village
organizing any competitions  in October, TLC will pres- Theater at Cherry Hill.
or festivals. ent dramatic readings of For more information, con-
“Since we have been the semi-finalists’ scripts. tact ticproductions@wowway. Organizers of the Canton One Acts Festival, which takes place at the Village
afforded the opportunity Selected shows for the com or cantononeacts.com. Theater at Cherry Hill in January, are looking for scripts.
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sum payment from your em ]u\ er) literature for the Aug. 7 the private sector as the nating petition.” have said they remain
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Amerlprlse an army of volunteers ees to 200 as it services chaired the Senate Nat- pared statement that he
Michael K. Klassa, Financial who are willing to sit at government entities, com-  ural Resources Commit-  was “blessed to have a
the kitchen table (with panies and families. He tee and passed numerous  great team of grassroots
voters) and educate them  has managed contracts pieces of legislation that volunteers."”
on what to do when they and essentially served as promoted environmental The 11th Congressional
get their absentee ballots  the ombudsman between  cleanup in the private sec-  District includes Auburn
or go to the polls,” he said.  the company and its cus- tor. He also chaired the K-  Hills, Birmingham, Bloom-
“This is an extreme- tomers, and he said the 12 Education Committee field Hills, Canton Town-
ly rare event,” Bennett company has saved tax- and served on the Appro- ship, a portion of Claw-
said Monday. “T'm literal- payers nearly $200 million priations Committee. son, Commerce Town-
ly scrambling to find the through its services. Bennett said he became  ship, F‘anmngton, H@b
volunteers. I'd say I need “I truly believe that'’s involved in politics land Township, the city
a minimum of 1,000. The what the public is clam- because former President of Lake Angelus, Livo-
absentee ballots go out oring for, someone who Ronald Reagan “inspired  nia, Lyon To}vnshlp. the
in three weeks, so it’s an is not a professional pol- anew generation to give  village of Milford, Mil-
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campaigns in the past and Bennett decided on his He said he worked along-  Plymouth Township, a por-
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(11th District) communi- McCotter, R-Livonia, Engler and Posthumus to South Lyon, Troy, Walled_
ties and asking for help.” abandoned his. Bennett— cut taxes and usher inchar-  Lake, Waterford Township,
and others — took a swipe ter schools. He also cited a portion of West Bl_oom-
Back in at the incumbent. “real welfare reform”and field Township, White
Bennett was a state sen- “The people of the 11th needed changestothetax ~ Lake Township, Wixom
ator from 1995 to 2002. District deserve more structure. ' and the village of Wolver-
Prior to that, he served than just a representative McCotter, meanwhile, ine Lake.
six years as Canton's who occasionally makes has pledged to work with
full-time clerk and eight interesting speeches 1about the state in its ctru;_nmaii
years as a part-time town- conservative principles,” investigation into fraudu-
ship board trustee. he said. “A truly effec- lent nominating petitions. CO RRECT'ON
Bennett was Republi- tive public servant must Kerry Bentivolio, a .
can gubernatorial nomi- bring a competence tothe  retired teacher from A story in Sunday’s
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and Bennett lost a bid for Moreover, Bennett William Roberts of Red- Schools' Extra Miler Award
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Festival carries entertaining slate

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

From rhythm and blues to
classic rock to country to Bul-
garian folk dance, Canton'’s
21st Liberty Fest is rolling out
a wide array of entertainment
for the community’s three-day
event June 14-16.

The festival also features a
plethora of choices for carnival
rides and as many as 85 ven-
dors touting arts and crafts,
local businesses, community
groups and nonprofit organiza-
tions.

“The coolest part of the fes-
tival for our community is that
every single service club is
participating,” Jon LaFever,
Canton Leisure Services rec-
reation coordinator, said. “The
community involvement is
really what has taken us to the
next level this year.”

This year's entertainment
offers emerging recording art-
ist Dymond Harding, a 15-year-
old singer influenced by the
likes of Janet Jackson, Sele-
na and Mariah Carey. She per-
forms at 6:30 p.m. Friday, June

15, on the Canton LIVE! stage.
On the same stage, the group
Annabelle Road, blending coun-

try styles of Carrie Under-
wood, Johnny Cash and Lynyrd
Skynyrd with an urban-Detroit

" sound, plays at 8 p.m. June 15.

Here's a snapshot of other
entertainment, all free, for fes-
tival crowds that are expected
to swell to 50,000 people over
the three days:

« The annual International
Festival happens 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. Saturday, June 16, touting
Canton’s diversity with music
and dance that crosses cultur-
al and linguistic barriers from
places such as China, India, Sri
Lanka, Africa, Ireland, Italy,
the Philippines, Spain, Mexico,
Scotland, Tahiti, New Zealand,
Bulgaria and the United States.

“Our International Festival
is a great opportunity for audi-
ence members to experience
music and dance from around
the globe in onpe location,” Can-
ton Arts Coordinator Jennifer
Tobin said. “The stage comes
alive with colorful costuming,
exotic instruments and stirring
rhythms as these talented indi-

The annual fireworks display will
once again cap the annual Canton
Liberty Fest.

viduals perform in this open air
venue and share their heritage
with the crowd.”

The International Festival's
performances are expected to
include, among other perform-
ers, the Verdi Opera Theater of
Michigan, sitar player Rishabh
Iyer, the O'Hare School of Irish
Dance, Harmony Town Barber-
shop Chorus, Hoaloha in Mich-
igan, Bollywood and Indian
folk dance, New Hope Church
Youth Mime, Triple Threat
Dance & Theatre Co., Praise
Dancers and Steppers, Bulgari-
an folk dance, the Yangtze Mel-
ody Group from the Plymouth-
Canton Chinese Learning Cen-
ter, songs of Spain and skits by
the Healthy Asian Americans
Project.

The international set is spon-
sored by the Canton Commis-
sion for Culture, Arts & Heri-
tage.

« Fifty Amp Fuse, a Detroit

band covering acts such as

Queen, Led Zeppelin, Gloria
Gaynor, Guns and Roses and
Eminem, plays the LIVE! stage
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 14.

» Deep Fried Pickle Project,

described as a kid's honky-tonk
and jug group featured on PBS
and Bravo, rolls out its “mag-
ical musical gypsy medicine
wagon-inspired experience”
5:30 p.m, Friday, June 15.

» Earth Angels, a nonprof-
it group of youngsters ages 8
to 18, brings its lip-syncing and
choreographed dancing-to-old-
ies show to the Heritage Park
Amphitheater 6:30 p.m. Friday,
June 15.

« Bill Will & the 360 Degrees
Band plays its covers of songs
by Michael Jackson, Santana,
Black-Eyed Peas and Kings of
Leon to the LIVE! stage 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 16.

» Check out Shout!, a Beatles
tribute band, 8 p.m. Saturday,
June 16, at the amphitheater.

 Swing City Big Band per-
forms 5:15-6 p.m. Friday, June
15, at the amphitheater.

For more information on Lib-
erty Fest, look for an upcom-
ing guide in the Canton Observ-
er and visit www.cantonliberty-
fest.com.

ddem@hometownlife com
(313) 222-2238

LIBERTY

said. “There's something

for everybody of all ages
: to do. It's an opportunity
“Riiied from page Al for folks to enjoy them-
everything nailed down.”  selves and meet other
Now, organizers are people in the community.
hoping for favorable I think it’s one aspect of
weather as throngs of the quality of life in our
families descend on pic- community."”
turesque Heritage Park New this year, orga-

5-10 p.m. Thursday, June
14, 1-11 p.m. Friday, June

nizers are attempting to
break a Guinness World

15,and 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Record for the larg-
Saturday, June 16. est assembly of runners
Liberty Fest promises wearing Statue of Liberty

carnival rides, a Disney
movie under the stars,

costumes. The crowd will

gather at 9:40 am.June.....

the Beatles tribute band 16 just south of the Heri-
Shout!, food galore and tage Park clock tower.
an international stage cel- “We're expecting 1,500
ebrating everything from to 2,000 people,” Jeanette
Bollywood dancing to Williams, recreation spe-
songs of Spain. gialist, said. “We've just
“I think it truly is a got to get the people to
great family event,” put on their costumes.”
Supervisor Phil LaJoy The event coincides
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Toyota Prius
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Fisker Karma EcoChic
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Unique Conversic
Sedans, Pickup Trucks,
Motorcycles & more

with an 8 a.m. SK race,
an 8:30 a.m. 10K run and
a 9:45 a.m. one-mile “fun
run” — all starting near
the clock tower, looping
through neighborhoods
and the Lower Rouge Riv-
er Recreation Trail. Cer-
tain entry fees apply to
help pay for recreation
and trail improvements.

In another new venture,
a dancing flash mob —a
choreographed perfor-
mance by a large group
— is set to surprise fes-
tival goers with an atten-
tion-grabbing perfor-
mance at an undisclosed
time and location during
the three-day event.

As usual, fireworks are
set to erupt over Heritage
Park at dusk June 16.

Here's a glimpse of
some of the fun Liber-

Schoolcraft College
~ VisTaTech Center

(North Parking Lot)
18600 Haggerty Rd., Livonia

www.michiganevshow.org

Schoolcraft

¥ College

O—
'michiganeoaa.org'

79 cleanenergy
e COAlition

ty Fest attendees can
expect. More details also
are featured in an upcom-
ing festival guide in the
Canton Observer and
online at www.cantonlib-
ertyfest.com.

* America's Most Want-
ed Car Club, which has
raised money to benefit
local charities for over
20 years, will attend the
festival June 16 to dis-

play classic cars from

the 1920s through the
1970s. Proceeds from
this year's event goes to
Camp A.B.LE., a summer
camp for children with
special needs, and the
VFW Stand Down Proj-
ect, which helps veterans
in need. The club has its
kickoff registration 5-8
p.m. June 15.

« Canton Firefighters

Local 2289 Charity Foun-
dation sponsors its spa-
ghetti dinner 5-9 p.m.
June 15 to raise money
for the family of the late
firefighter Ryan Swick,
who died in May from
cancer.

 Canton Lions Club,
which has given over
$200,000 to charity, spon-
sors its annual pancake
breakfast 7-11 a.m. June
16 in the Heritage Park
north pavilions.

» Kiwanis Club of Can-
ton has its “Chicken and

" the (Fire) Works" dinners

11 am. to 7 p.m. June 16
— or until sold out. The
club performs many com-
munity service projects
in Canton and Plymouth
to help children.

* Rotary Club of Can-
ton, which supports char-

ities such as the Plym-
outh-Canton clothing
bank for needy students,
hosts an adult beverage
tent during Liberty Fest
near the Canton LIVE!
Stage.

» On June 15-16, festival
goers can enjoy a petting
farm, camel rides, exotic
animal exhibits and birds
during the “Take a Walk
on the Wild Side” exhibit.

* On June 15, Disney's
The Muppets will be
shown under the stars on
the big screen in the park
amphitheater.

» Celebrate another
year of Zumba in Can-
ton 7:30-9 p.m. June 14
with a special party at the
amphitheater.

dclem@hometownlife.com’
(313) 222-2238
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family member!

Our doctor or yours — we fill all prescriptions.
Convenient eye examt appointments available.
We accept most vision care plans.

Westland, 734-458-5588 ¢ Oakland, 248-597-2956
Lakeside, 586-566-2766 * Twelve Oaks, 248-344-6994

the magic of'

O

*

REG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES
*Complete pair purchase of presciption eyeglasses required. Buy one pair of eyeglasses at reqular
retail price, and receive a second pair of eyeglasses of equal or lesser value for free. tEye exams
performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Cannot be combined with any
other offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Sale ends July 4, 2012

For the location nearest you, call 1-888-889-EYES
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Meijer thief
Canton police nabbed a S0-year-
old Garden City man accused
of stealing from the Canton Meijer
store during an incident that hap-
pened about 4:45 p.m. Saturday,
according to a police report.

Police received reports that
a white male wearing a Detroit
Tigers cap, a blue T-shirt and jeans
had pushed a shopping cart of mer-
chandise such as tools out of the
store without paying. The man
failed to stop for a loss prevention
employee and got into what was
described in a police report as a
dark blue Ford Contour.

The man started to flee the scene
but was stopped by police near the
Meijer gas station.

All the merchandise was recov-
ered, police said.

Guitar gone
A manager of the Guitar Center,
on Ford Road east of Lotz, con-
tacted police to report that a Paul
Reed Smith Custom 24 electric gui-
tar worth $3,000 was missing from
the store.

The manager reported the theft
occurred sometime between 1:25
p.m. May 30 and 10:30 p.m. June 1.
The employee said he noticed the
guitar was missing when he did an
inspection of items in the store.

The case was under investigation.

Storage break-ins
Several break-ins were report-
ed in recent days at The Stor-
Room, a storage business north-
west of Michigan Avenue and Lotz
Road.

A 44-year-old man contacted
police after his storage unit was
broken into sometime prior to Mon-
day morning. He had been con-
tacted by the management, who
advised him that his unit was one

CRIME WATCH
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of several broken into.

The man told police he was miss-
ing items such as a carpet cleaner,
a cigar box and a juicer.

Another man was told of a break-
in of an enclosed trailer, though
he didn’t notice that anything had
been taken.

A woman notified police of a
break-in at another storage trailer.
Items missing included guitar and
music equipment. Another wom-
an’s storage trailer also had been
broken into, but nothing appeared
missing.

Home invasion

A woman told Canton police her
esidence in the 45200 block of

Rudgate, southeast of Palmer and
Canton Center, was broken into
between 4 p.m. Friday and late Sun-
day night.

The woman reported that some
items taken during the break-
in belonged to an acquaintance,
though some of her belongings
and her mother’s also had been
taken.

A police report said the stolen
items included bottles of liquor,
clock radios, television cables,

a white gold cross necklace and
paperwork that belonged to the
woman's 72-year-old mother.

Compiled by Staff Writer:Darrell Clem
from Canton Police Department reports.

Crash causes brief power outage

Power was restored
Tuesday to a wide swath
of Canton hours after
thousands of residents
and businesses were

affected when a tractor-
trailer crashed into a util-
ity pole near the inter-
section of Ford and Lilley
roads, police said.

The outage also affect-
ed at least seven major
traffic intersections in
Canton, including Ford
and Canton Center, Ford

and Sheldon, Ford and
Lilley, Hanford and Shel-
don, Hanford and Lil-
ley, Joy and Sheldon, and
Michigan Ave. at I-275.

‘SPICE’

Continued from page A1

“This would be a frontal
assault on K2, Bath Salts
and those kinds of drugs,”
he said. “We want to get
this going and get it going
quickly.”

Canton Township
Attorney Kristin Kolb
is drafting the emer-
gency ordinance for
board approval. It would
become effective upon
passage.

The move comes after
Nemecek, Tiderington
and Northville Town-
ship Public Safety Direc-
tor John Werth this week
issued a joint statement
announcing their offic-
es are notifying nearly
100 businesses in western
Wayne County that they
could face criminal or
civil penalties if they sell
the increasingly popular
yet highly dangerous syn-
thetic drugs.

Over the last sev-
eral weeks, the West-
ern Wayne Communi-
ty Response Team sent
undercover officers into
more than 25 gas sta-
tions, stores and mar-
kets throughout the three
townships to buy the
drugs.

Three store clerks sold
the substance, and offi-
cials said one store clerk
produced a product from

. below the counter labeled

“Space Cadet/Blueber-
ry” and allegedly told an
undercover officer, “one
hit will really mess you
up'll

Strength warning
Police officials didn't

name the stores. Tider-

ington said police didn’t

want to advertise where .

the substances can be
bought.

Officials had the sub-
stances tested by the
Michigan State Police
Crime Lab, which found

World-class doctors have a new home

and its right down the street fr-om vours.

' Finding a doctor ydu can trust, can be overwhelming. The St. John

they didn’t contain any
controlled substances.
Yet officials warn that
K2, Spice and other so-
called synthetic drugs
can be 500 to 2,000 times
stronger than the actu-
al illicit substances they
mimic.

Authorities have said
synthetic marijuana
allegedly has been used
by defendants in cases
such as the April 16 beat-
ing death of Farmington
Hills resident Bob Cipri-
ano — a case that led to
first-degree felony mur-
der and other charges
against Cipriano’s son,
Tucker Cipriano, and
co-defendant Mitchell
Young. Two other fami-
ly members were severe-
ly beaten.

This week’s joint
statement by Nemecek,
Tiderington and Werth
states that many busi-
nesses are exploiting
loopholes in federal reg-
ulations and state laws
to sell the substances —
primarily to young peo-
ple — even though they
are harmful and danger-
ous.

Stores in Canton, Plym-
outh and Northville
townships are being
advised by letter to
“immediately cease and
desist possession, man-
ufacture, distribution
and sale of these com-
pounds.”

Police officials are ask-
ing for voluntary com-
pliance until laws are
on the books. The three
townships conducted the
investigation of stores
with help from the Wayne
County Sheriff’s Office
and the Michigan State
Police.

Any citizens who see
any of the products in
stores are asked to con-
tact their local law-
enforcement agency.

ddem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

Providence Physician Network makes this a little easier. Our doctors
are among the most skilled and knowledgeable in Southeast
Michigan and are now in your neighborhood. To schedule an
appointment at our Providence Medical Center — Garden City,

call the numbe_rs listed below.

Janet Mullings, MD
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Preventative women'’s care,
prenatal and childbirth
services, minimally-invasive
gynecological surgery
(248) 569-7790

Salwan Anton, DO
Cardiology
Preventative cardiology
and management of
cardiac conditions
(734) 464-3251

Mushabir Sabir, MD .
General Surgery
High-quality surgical care
at Providence Hospital; pre
and post appointments are
available in Garden City
(248) 465-3910

Michael Raphael, DO
Gastroenterology '

| Management of irritable

" bowel syndrome, celiac
% © disease and colon cancer

screenings
(248) 662-4300

Py Jais

SUOHN PROVIDENCE
PrOVIDENCE MEDICAL CENTER

HEALTH SYSTEM® Garden Clty 2020 Middlebelt Rd.,

Garden City, MI 48135

A PASSION for HEALING
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Sunset Street families see baby boom

By Matt Jachman

Observer Staff Writer

There’s been a baby
boom on Sunset Street in
Plymouth.

Five babies — three
boys and two girls —
were born within a three-
month period to fami-
lies in the area of Sun-
set and Penniman. Four
of the newborns are on
the same block, and three
were born during the
same week in May. The
other two were born in
March.

“There was no power
outage,” quipped one of
the moms, Jamison Rozzi,
in her back yard on Tues-
day. She and husband
Scott welcomed Olive

Ruth last month and also
have an older daughter,
Charlotte, 6, and a son,
George, 4. But Sikes gave birth

It was Rozzi who pre- to Amelia Dawn on May
dicted last August that she 21, Rozzi had Olive Ruth
and neighbors Katy Sikes  on May 24 and Szymc-
and Gina Szymczak would  zak delivered Owen Felix
have children in quick the next day — with Rozzi
succession. The three in the next room at St.
were at Rozzi’s house,and  Joseph Mercy Hospital.
all knew each had been “Not only are we neigh-
trying to conceive. bors here, we were neigh-

“She said, ‘I think it's
going to be one, two,
three,” said Szymczak. “I
thought, ‘Oh, it was just a
joke.”™

bors at the hospital,” said
Szymczak, who with hus-
band Adam also has a son,
Parker, 4. Amelia was the
second child for Sikes

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Standing, from left, Jamison Rozzi, holding Olive, Gina Szymczak, with Owen, Katy Sikes,
and Amelia. Sitting, Inna Frazer, holding Boden, and Annie Gallant, with Jack.

and husband Matt; they to Jack Bradley on March

also have a boy, Mad- 10. She and husband Brad

dox, 3. also have two daughters,
Meanwhile, Inna Fraz- Kate, 3, and Sarah, 2.

er, who lives on the same “I live on the next block,

block, had had a boy, so I didn’t even know this

Owen Anthony, on March  was happening,” Gal-

8. She and husband War- lant said of the population

ner “Tony” Frazer also explosion.

have a daughter, Addy- But Szymczak had

son, 6, and Inna has an
adult daughter who lives
in Washington, D.C.

And Annie Gallant, who
lives nearby, gave birth

noticed the “It’s a Boy”
sign on the Gallants' lawn.
“I remember being
pregnant and driving
down the street and say-

ing, ‘Oh, another baby,"
she said.

The women agreed the
second baby — or the
third in three cases — is
easier than the first.

“You know a little bit
more what to expect,”
said Sikes.

The new arrivals have
brought the families
and their children clos-
er on a street where, by
the moms’ count, there
are 20 kids under the age
of 12 on just one block.
The children on the block
spend a lot of time togeth-
er — Maddox Sikes, Park-
er Szymczak and George
Rozzi are good friends,
and so are Addyson Fraz-
er and Charlotte Rozzi —
and the older ones walk to
Bird Elementary togeth-

Mom Inna Frazier and Boden.

er, the moms said.

“T love being able to walk
downtown and walk the
kids to school,” said Rozzi,
who has moved four times
in the last 10 years for her
husband’s career.

“This is probably the
best move we've had yet,”
said Rozzi, who grew up
in Indiana.

All five moms like their
neighborhood and its
proximity to downtown
Plymouth, and said they
are among the local moms
who take their children —
and strollers — downtown
and to Kellogg Park.

“Downtown Plymouth
is dogs and babies,” said
Szymczak.

mjachman@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2405

W-W takes second look at board policy

By Sue Mason of getting “a cleaner state- and revised PERA to prohib- Tenure Act. Specific items set forth in the Tenure Act. It
Observer Staff Writer ment.” it bargaining of the proce- have been made non-negotiable  also states that the superinten-
The new policy is requiredto  dures, adoption and implemen-  as far as collective bargaining dent or designee will ensure
The Wayne-Westland school bring the board’s rules in com- tation of a policy related to the  and this is one of them. that decisions regarding dis-
board has postponed a decision  pliance with recent changesin  discharge or disciplining of an “Board policy cannot be con-  cipline, demotion or dismissal
to align its policy for the sus- the Michigan Public Employ- employee. trary to state law. Under PERA, regulated by the act are consis-
pension and dismissal of the ment Relations Act and Mich- “This is the result of some you're required to have a policy tent with the policy.
district’s staff with state law. igan Teacher Tenure Act. The sweeping reforms that took that is compliant with the law,” In the end, the board rejected
The board voted S-1, with new legislation has revised the  place in July 2011,” Depu- he said. the proposed policy and agreed
Treasurer Shawna Walker dis- demotion and discharge stan- ty Superintendent Paul Salah The new policy spells out that  to bring it back at its next
senting and Trustee Frederick  dard under the Tenure Act said. “Many of the policiesand  the board cannot adopt, imple-  meeting later this month.
Weaver absent, to delay a vote from a just cause to an arbi- expectations are things that ment or maintain a policy that
on the proposed policy in hopes  trary or capricious standard must be done in regard to the is different than the standards  smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 2226751
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‘Store Hours:
Tues.-Fri. 9:30-6
Sat. 9:30-4
Closed Sun. & Mon.

DON’T TAKE A CHANCE
selling your gold by mail, not knowing how

much they will pay you.

Bring it to Showroom of Elegance for a free .
estimate. Then sell for CASH at a store
you can TRUST!!

We also buy gold and silver coins.

We Are Now Buying‘\ |

Chains

Watches
Earrings
e« Charms

« Coins

« Dental Gold

We buy all types of Gold: 10K, 14K, 18K,
22K, as well as Platinum and Sterling Silver.

Antique Jewelry

SHOWROOM OF

arnce

FINE JEWELRY

equals INSTANT CASH !
Showroom of Elegance is a trusted, licensed and insured Fine Jewelry Store

it EASY to Sell All Types of GOLID:

We gladly accept
damaged, mismatched
and outdated pieces.

Your Diamonds

Showroom of Elegance
6018 Canton Center Rd.

(North of Ford Rd.)
Canton, M1 48187
P: 734.207.1906

showroomofelegance.com







