Prom pics

If you're a Plymouth-
Canton area student
and had a great time at
your high school prom,
why not share the mag-
ic with our readers?

Send in your prom
pics and we'll publish
them on a special photo
page and a photo gal-
lery on hometownlife.
com. Simply email your
best shots to Canton
Observer Editor Brad
Kadrich at bkadrich@
hometownlife.com
and be sure to include

“names and high school

of those pictured.

‘Town hall

Area residents can leam
more about a variety
of transportation issues
affecting western Wayne
County at a special town
hall meeting sponsored
by Rep. Kurt Heise 7-8:30
p.m. Monday, June 4, at

ics will include the

state budget involving
transportation, Gov. Rick
Snyder’s statewide trans-
portation initiative and
the governor’s proposal
on mass transit for south-
east Michigan. Heise

has invited Rep. Paul
Opsommer, chair of the
House Transportation
Committee, to attend
the meeting as well as a
Michigan Department of
Transportation official.

memories

Hundreds of students
will graduate in the
coming weeks and our
photographers will be
there to capture all the
big moments. Graduation
photos will appear in the
Canton Observer and on-
line at hometownlife.com.
And ordering a keepsake
photo or page reprint
couldn‘t be easier. To order
a photo, go to home-
townlife.com and look
for the photo galleries
midway down our home
page. if you see a photo
you'd like to purchase,
just dick on the gold “buy
photo” icon above the im-
age and you will be taken
directly to our photo store.
If you want an entire page
reprinted or made into
any of the more than a
dozen products available,
contact Web Editor Larry
Ruehlen at Iruehlen@
hometownlife.com or
(313) 222-8730.
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Warren bridge closure clogging traffic

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

In a move that's forcing detours
and dumping even more motor-
ists on already traffic-clogged
Ford Road, the Warren Road
bridge over I-275 has officially
closed through late September.

With Canton’s orange-barrel
season ramping up, drivers going
from the east side of I-275 to plac-
es such as Lifechurch and Yaza-
ki's North American headquar-
ters near the Warren-Haggerty
intersection face a longer com-

mute all summer.

Lifechurch members Mike Rice

and Jeff Wilson, working Thurs-

day to install a shelf in the back of

a church storage truck, said the
overpass closing poses a minor

hindrance for some of the congre-

gation, which averaged 984 peo-
ple a week in May.

“For folks like me who are com-

ing from east of 275, it's a bit of
an inconvenience,” Rice said. “I
live near Warren and Venoy (in
Westland).”

Please see WARREN, A5

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Work on the Warren Road bridge over I-275, already under way, is
expected to last through September.

FRANK RUGGIRELLO

st. Kenneth Catholic Church volunteer Chris Radzilowski talks to a Farrand Elementary student at the end-of-
year party for the Kid's Hope program.

One-to-one plan

Mentoring program helps at-risk kids

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Ever since Peggy Schneider
retired from educational life,
she’s been anxious to find a way
to continue to be connected to
the kids — and the school — she
left behind.

So when Schneider, a former
counselor at Farrand Elemen-
tary School, heard about Kids
Hope USA, she felt like she'd
found her way back in.

Kids Hope USA is a national
effort to pair at-risk kids with
mentors to help them in a vari-

ety of ways. The program is
based on “one child, one hour,
one church, one school.” Men-
tors work individually with stu-
dents, visiting with them one
hour per week to help them
through life’s struggles.

“When I discovered it was a
program that connected church
and school,” said Schneider, a
member at St. Kenneth Catho-
lic Church in Plymouth Town-
ship, “I thought, ‘It was meant
to be."

Working with fellow St. Ken-
neth member Gretchen Hen-
nen, Schneider partnered with

Farrand counselor Dani Evans
and Principal Troy Reehl to
bring the program to Farrand.

Risk reasons

Evans identified students
to be paired with 11 volun-
teer mentors from St. Ken-
neth. They're “at-risk” students
for any of a variety of reasons,
including a death in the fami-
ly, divorce, academic struggles
and others. They are students
Evans felt would benefit from
the mentoring program.

Please see PROGRAM, A6

Half-day option ready to roll

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

A group of parents who cir-
culated petitions urging
Plymouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools officials to offer a
half-day option for kindergar-
ten students — amid a district-
wide switch to full-day kinder-
garten for funding reasons —

is encouraged by the district’s
attempt to satisfy their wish.

Plymouth-Canton will switch
to all-day kindergarten with the
2012-13 school year as the state
cuts funding to districts that
offer only a half-day option.
It's the only way to capture the
full per-pupil funding from the
state.

While the district will get the

full funding for students in its
all-day kindergarten, the pro-
jected $7,380 per-pupil grant
will be halved for students in
half-day programs.

But some parents don't
believe all children are ready
for a full-day schedule and
urged the district — backed by

Please see HALF-DAY, A2

Firefighters
rally to
support

widow, family

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton firefighters and their
supporters are rallying to support
the family of the late Ryan Swick,
who lost a courageous fight
against cancer May 14, almost a
year after he earned the title of
Canton Firefighter of the Year.

As a firefighter and paramed-
ic, Swick, 33, fought to save lives
even as he battled for his own,
and he left behind his wife, Lau-
rie, and daughters Shelby, 3, and
Shylei, 1. He was a Canton res-
ident and Westland John Glenn
High School graduate.

Laurie Swick has been amazed
at how firefighters and others
have come to her family’s aid.

“It's so humbling,” she said Fri-
day. “It makes me cry sometimes
when I think about all the sup-
port. Truly, truly, the Canton Fire
Department is extended family.
It’s not just where Ryan worked,
it’s his family. They’re just amaz-
ing people. I thank God every
day for each and every one of the
Canton firefighters.”

Laurie Swick is preparing
to return to her job July 1asa
Wayne-Westland school custodi-
an after taking a lengthy, unpaid
leave of absence to help her hus-
band.

Yet firefighters say she fac-
es the reality of raising two lit-
tle girls without certain benefits
because Ryan Swick, with nearly
eight years on the job, didn't have
enough time to qualify for a pen-
sion.

“We just want to try to help the
family have as normal a life as
possible,” Canton Fire Battalion
Chief Mike Caruso said.

Some aid already has come
from fire departments across the
state and nation, reminding Caru-
so that “the brotherhood of fire-
fighters is like a second family.”

Yet, Ryan Swick’s fellow fire-
fighters, who respected his work
so much they called him “Super
Swick,” have stepped up to help
his family as it faces the future
without him.

Here are ways to help:

» Send donations to the Can-
ton Firefighters Charity Founda-

Please see FIREFIGHTERS, A2
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HALF-DAY

Continued from page A1

125 signatures — to also
offer a half-day option.
The district did so, set-
ting up two sections,

one in the morning and
another in the afternoon,
at Hoben Elementary
School.

And parents respond-
ed. The morning session
is already full, with 26
students signed up. The
others are scheduled to
attend the afternoon ses-
sion. They'll get an orien-
tation Tuesday in Hoben’s
cafeteria.

Registration for the
afternoon session has
been slower. As of
Wednesday, only 1S stu-
dents had signed up. Dis-
trict officials sent a let-
ter May 21 warning par-
ents the class might not
be offered if registration
doesn't pick up. The letter
used an Aug. 10 date by
which parents would have
been notified whether the
afternoon class was a go.

But Superintendent Dr.
Jeremy Hughes said Fri-
day both sessions will be
offered, regardless of
whether more parents
sign their children up.

“I heard from parents
that said they couldn't
wait that late to make
decisions,” Hughe said
Friday. “We created this
thing to benefit parents.

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, June 3, 2012

Making them wait until
August wouldn't be fair.”
Hughes said parents

signed up for both ses-
sions are welcome at an
orientation scheduled
1:30-2:15 p.m. Tuesday in
the Hoben Elementary
School cafeteria.

Karin Young of Plym
outh is one of the parents
who pushed for the half-
day option. The mother
of twins, Young is among
those who doesn’t believe
every child is ready for
all-day kindergarten.

Young said this week
she's encouraged by the
response to the district’s
half-day plan.

“The number of names
we got on our petitions
showed there was inter-
est in this option,” Young
said. “We are thankful
that the district is doing
the right thing in giving
parents this option.”

Young would like to talk
to other parents consider-
ing the half-day option, or
who just want more infor-
mation. She has set up an
email address where par-
ents can write for more
information about options,
schedules, etc. Contact
her at halfdaykindergar-
ten@hotmail.com.

Hughes said histo-
ry suggests enough par-
ents will sign up to justify
both sections.

“If tradition holds,
we're going to get some
more,” he said.
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Trail fnends seek volunteers

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A year after the 1-275 Metro
Trail got a facelift along a sec-
tion north of Michigan Avenue,
trail supporters are seeking vol-
unteers to remove vegetation that
has grown rapidly along the path
this season.

Friends of the 1-275 Metro Trail
maintenance coordinator Dave
Duffield said trail users need to
protect the trail now that Michi-
gan Department of Transportation
officials spent money to refur-
bish it.

“They're pressed for money.
They provided us with the won-
derful trail,” Duffield said Friday,
“so it’s not unreasonable to ask the
people who use it to help out once
in awhile.”

Friends of the 1-275 Metro Trail
has asked volunteers to joint

a trail cleanup day 6:30-9 p.m.
Wednesday, June 6. Volunteers
are asked to meet on the trail or in
the MDOT parking lot behind the
Denny’s restaurant on the north
side of Ann Arbor Road east of I-
275.

“The vegetation has grown rap-
idly along the trail this spring, so
we'll be beating back the brush on
the section between Hines Drive
and Ann Arbor Road,” the Friends
group said in a statement.

Workers are asked to bring clip-
pers, pruners, loppers, scythes,
rakes, brooms and anything else
that would be helpful for trim-
ming brush from the trail. Protec-
tive eyewear and work gloves also
are recommended. Moreover, vol-
unteers are encouraged to wear
pants and long-sleeved shirts to
avoid contact with poison ivy.

Water and light snacks will be
provided.

The trail has become more pop-
ular with bicyclists, joggers and
others since MDOT gave it a face-
lift last year. Some sections, such
as near Warren Road, will be tem-
porarily closed this summer as
MDOT crews continue bridge
repair projects along the 1-275 cor-
ridor.

Last year’s efforts focused on
refurbishing the trail north of
Michigan Avenue, but the section
south of the avenue also is nearly
complete.

“It's 90 percent complete,” Diane
Bancroft, Friends president, said,
adding that the section south of
Michigan Avenue is expected to
open near the end of June.

For more information about the
cleanup, call Duffield at (248) 994-
3074 or visit Friends of the 1-275
Metro Trail on Facebook.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

FIREFIGHTERS

Continued from page Al

tion by making checks
payable to CEFE.C.F, not-
ing they are for the Ryan
Swick Fund and mailing
them to CEF.C.E, Fire
Station 1, ¢/o Ryan Swick
Fund, 1100 S. Canton Cen-
ter Road, Canton Town-
ship, MI 48188.

» Show up at the Canton
Liberty Fest for the fire-
fighter charity’s annual
spaghetti dinner, 5-9 p.m.
Friday, June 15, in the
food pavilion on the north
end of Heritage Park.

Dinners cost $7 for

Proceeds from the Liberty Fest spaghetti dinner sponsored
by the Canton Firefighters will benefit the family of the

late Ryan Swick, a Canton firefighter dubbed ‘Super Swick’
who lost his battle with cancer last month.

er Tasi Kanellopoulos
confirmed the fundraiser
along with business part-
ner Tom Canelopoulos.
 Support the Can-
ton Firefighter Charity
Foundation’s 16th annu-
al Greg Unger Memorial
Golf Outing, named after
the late Canton teen who
had cystic fibrosis and
received assistance from
the charity for a double-
lung transplant.

The golf outing has an
8:30 a.m. shotgun start
Tuesday, July 17, and costs
$115 per person for 18
holes of golf with cart at
Pheasant Run Golf Club,
46500 Summit Parkway.

©) GANNETT teens and adults, $5 for
children ages 5-12, and

] children under 5 eat free.
The food is prepared

by Rose’s Restaurant in

Canton with ingredients
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* Shoes * Tights * Bodywear * Accessories
All the latest everything you need for Dance!

Storewide
15% OFF

Shoes, Bodywear, Tights & More
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11-7; Sat. 10-5
Dancewear Gallery * 734-207-7730
Expires: 6-30-12

44926 Ford Road * Canton » 734-207-7730

In Canton Landings Shopping Plaza Between Sheldon & Canton Center Road
www.danceweargallery.biz

PLYMOUTH YMCA
Fathers Day Run RS-
Sunday June 17, 2012

. I Kellogg Park Downtown Plymouth

. :ﬁﬂ) A Michigan Father’s Day Tradition for 33 years!
] Kids 1/4 M Fun Runs, 1M Run, 1M Walk
N 5K Run, 5K Walk, 10K

PLUS

Cash Prizes! Custom Awards! Finisher Medals!
MDG Triple 10.3M--Start times allow all three races!

Presented By
ST. MARY MERCY

crossed I sell out this year.”

* Attend a charity hock-
ey game spearheaded by
the Dearborn Fire Depart-
ment challenging Canton
firefighters at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 16, at Compu-
ware Arena, 14900 Beck
Road, Plymouth Township.

“They called us and said
they wanted to do this (to
help the Swick family),”
Caruso said.

Attendees are asked
to give whatever dona-
tions they can afford at
the door. Caruso said the
arena-based C.J.’s Brew-
ing Co. also has offered to
donate 10 percent of sales
during the game.

» Plato’s Coney Island,
southwest corner of Ford
and Lilley, will donate all
tips and partial food sales
3-9 p.m. June 10-11. Own-

The event includes a
continental breakfast and
lunch at the turn, and a
banquet with open bar.
There also will be a silent
auction and raffle prizes.
Banquet only costs $50
and starts at 1:30 p.m.

Sponsorships also are
available ranging from
$100 to $1,000.

For more information,
call Fire Station No. 1 at
(734) 398-5263.

Run the 1 Mile!! 2012 Michigan Runner Race Series

% USATF Certified Course is flat and fast!
% 2010 Women’s Masters 5K National Record!

PAWS # Pre/Post Massage
ce Pamtmg * Twnsted Balloons
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Register NOW!! www.active.com

www.ymcadetroit.org/plymouth P/

Proceeds support the YMCA’s “Strong Kids Campaign” g
Cindy Morency-734-453-2904

Voted a “Best Race in the USA” www.seriousrunning.com

Schedule appointments on-line.
We can do that.

With the IHA NextMD Patient Portal
you can:

Mschedule your [\Z(receive test results

appointments Qfemail your doctor’s

office

Mpay your bill

grequest medication
refills

And do it all on-line, quickly and conveniently,

any time of the day or night.
Go to IHAcares.com for more information. W
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WORKING TO HELP OUR CUSTOMERS AVOID FORECLOSURE IN
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We understand that foreclosures affect the communities where our customers live. That's
why Bank of America is working to help customers in those areas who are struggling to
make their mortgage payments. For some, we're able to modify their loans. For others,

a short sale may be the best option. And to determine the range of solutions that may

be available for each customer, we've expanded our local outreach in Michigan and across
the country. We're meeting face-to-face and over the phone with customers to help them
understand their situation and explain the available options.

Through our outreach efforts, we helped over 3,300 customers in Michigan in 2011, and
gave over one million customers nationwide the chance to avoid foreclosure through loan
modifications, short sales and deeds in lieu of foreclosure since 2008.

To learn more about options available, or to find an event or Customer Assistance Center
in your area, please visit bankofamerica.com/homeloanhelp

® 2012 Bank of Amerdca Comporation. Member FDIC. ARS2NAN2
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By Brad Kadrich

Observer Staff Writer

When Molly Main
brought her Girl Scout
service project idea to
Central Middle School
Principal Anthony Ruela,
looking for a reward for
the students who would
help her, she had lots of
ideas for the payoff.

Eventually, they settled
on an agreement: Ruela
would agree to jump, ful-
ly clothed, into the Cen-
tral Middle School pool, if
Main's canned food drive
panned out. But first, stu-
dents had to reach the
250-pound goal for the i P i X
drive. 5 g — , MorpAl i L

They more than tripled ” Judges Aaron Monacelli, William Manley and Sam Aulinskis judge the big splash.
it, collecting 768 pounds,

and defeating East Mid-
dle School in the process. PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
That's why on Friday, Assistant Principal James Hunter and Principal Anthony

Ruela and assistant prin-
cipal James Hunter were
at pool’s edge, leaping
into the deep end in some
of their finest duds.

And they were happy
todoit.

“She had a lot of cra-
zy ideas, and this was the
best of them,” Ruela said.
“We wanted to incor-
porate the spirit of the
school, and the one thing
we have different from
other schools is the pool.”

Main put the contest,
between Central and East
middle schools, together
as part of her Girl Scout
service project, for which
she has to put in 50 hours

Ruela hit the water to pay off on the promise they made if
Central Middle School students hit their goal in collecting
canned goods. Students more than tripled their goal.

Assistant Principal James Hunter surfaces after coming up
short in the cannonball contest.

sﬂ i -

Assistant Principal James Hunter and Principal Anthony Ruela make sure that Molly Main

of work and service as Fight” as the contest was  reward to get the kids
she builds toward her Sil-  dubbed raised nearly pumped up,” Main said. gets a little bit wet. Her Girl Scout service project resulted in the cannonball contest.
ver Award. 1,000 pounds of food. Ruela agreed to the

She put the contest She said the “reward” of leap, and was soon joined  said Hunter, who appeared  been happier with the and Linda Main of Canton.
together with her friend,  having administrators jump by Hunter, who said he to cause the bigger splash  outcome. “They all worked together
East Middle School into the pool came aboutas  just couldn’t let Ruelado  but was denied by student “I'm very proud of all to accomplish the goal.”
eighth-grader Alli- a way to pay the students it alone. judges. “Icouldn’tlethim  the students at Central
son Lennig. Between back for their hard work. “(Ruela’s) agreement to do it alone.” Middle School,” said Main, bkadrich@hometownlife.com
the schools, the “Food “I knew I needed a jump in rubbed off on me,” Main couldn't have the daughter of Nelson (313) 222-8899
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‘| Want the Best for My Dad”

Acaae y, we oﬁeé a’ﬁltﬂon—- |
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~ free Mo tessori education, AL ot
: ,blended with Michigan grade Kldz'l'lnp A "\
~ level expectations. ¢ FREE Tutoring
By focusing on a variety of . ngMy qualified teachers
developmentally appropriate and assistants in every
hands on materials, practical classroom

life skills, independent learning,
nutrition, peace/character
education, and the child’s
physical, social, emotional

and academic needs, our
students develop into
lifelong learners.

* Two campuses -
Redford and Livonia

Senior ERs

The Nation’s Leading Senior ER” Program

*My dad saw the doctor, nurse, soclal worker and pharmacist in one visit"
Our unique team approach combines physicians and nurses certified
in geriatric emergency medicine. Every patient receives a personalized
treatment plan, which includes resources from case managers, a
pharmacy review of medications and additional support for physical,
emotional and spiritual needs.

Isn't it time you Discover Remarkable!
stjoeshealth.org « 800-231-2211

For more information visit
www.americanmontessori.net

Redford Location
Upper Elementary (3-6)
17175 Olympia
Redford, M| 48240
313-533-0000

Livonia Location
Lower Elementary (K-2)
14800 Middlebelt Rd.
Livonia, M| 48154
734-525-7100

DISCOVER i
REMARKABLE
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Replacement work

Rather than taking War-
ren all the way to Life-
church, Rice said Thurs-
day he took it to Hix,
drove north to Kopper-
nick, headed west to Hag-
gerty and then south to
the church. He seemed
a little more savvy than
some drivers who opted
for Ford Road.

Just the mention of
Ford Road brought a gri-
mace to Rice's face.

“Oh my gosh. I avoid
Ford Road even when
there isn't any construc-
tion,” he said.

Wilson doesn’t face
the same travel issues
because he lives off Hag-
gerty between Ford and
Cherry Hill.

“It's a straight shot for
me down Haggerty,” he
said.

Michigan Department
of Transportation spokes-
man Rob Morosi said
the Warren Road clos-
ing through September is
allowing work crews to
replace the driving sur-
face, overpass approach-
es and barrier walls,
among other repairs.

Canton Engineering
Services Manager Bill
Serchak called the proj-
ect “the big one” for Can-
ton’s road-project season,
considering the overpass
closing is expected to last
through late September.

Township Supervisor
Phil LaJoy, still fighting
for federal or state dollars
to reshape the Ford/1-275
interchange to ease traf-
fic congestion around one
of Michigan’s most acci-
dent-prone areas, is con-
cerned about the potential
for more motorists crowd-
ing onto Ford Road.

Traffic trouble

“Tt is a concern,” LaJoy
said. “How much traffic
do we need? We already
have trouble trying to dis-
perse traffic now, much
less dealing with addi-
tional traffic flow.

“They’ve got to fix the
bridges,” he added, but
“it's certainly going to
have an impact on Ford
Road and 275.”

1-275 already has had
its share of traffic bot-
tlenecks as construction
crews work their way

FI:S‘H'E‘R
FUNERAL HOME

(GCREMATION SERVICES

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1955

| ZMICHAEL J. FISHER
Owner "(\

Compassionate
9 Affordable
@Ks— Caring
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH BURIAL

includes metal casket, outer burial
container, viewing & service

$2895
BASIC CREMATION

includes cremation process
and county permit

-
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Mike Rice, of Westland, and Jeff Wilson, of Canton doing work at Lifechurch, where
members will be affected by the Warren Road bridge closing.

through a busy bridge-
repair season along the
interstate.

In one bit of good news,
work on the Joy Road
overpass already has
been completed, so driv-
ers could opt for that
road rather than Ford.

They can't choose Ann
Arbor Trail to the north,
however, because MDOT

announced that road has
closed through late July for
bridge repairs over 1-275.
It’s all part of $36.8 mil-
lion in bridge-repair proj-
ects MDOT announced
in February for the I-275
corridor. Canton Munici-
pal Services Director Tim
Faas said MDOT has told
local officials the proj-
ects will be staggered to

minimize traffic snarls as
much as possible.

That's why road crews
finished the Joy Road
overpass before clos-
ing the Warren bridge.
MDOT has pledged to
try to avoid closing roads
that close together.

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238
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Farmers Market
makes its return

Rain or shine, the Can-
ton Farmers Market
returns 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
today (Sunday) to Pres-
ervation Park off Ridge
Road north of Cherry
Hill

Patrons can shop local
for items such as straw-
berries, spinach, kale,
beets, turnips, herb
plants, hanging baskets,
fresh-cut flowers, hon-
ey, fresh-roasted coffee
beans, farm eggs, Great

Lakes fish, artisan bread,

hand-cut summer sau-
sage, cinnamon honey-
baked almonds, fudge,
dog treats, jewelry and
numerous other items.

Day Dream Cafe will
offer chicken salad and
deli sandwiches.

Among the other high-
lights:

* Musician Charlie
Nanos performs on the
Bartlett-Travis porch.

THE PERFECT
RETIREMENT
DESTINATION!
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Exciting Events and

Activities Year Round!

* A book exchange
offers patrons a chance
to clean off bookshelves
and swap books 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.

* The Recreation Sta-
tion Bouncer is available
for children.

* The Double Up Food
Bucks program for
Bridge Card users begins
with a special bonus gift,
a vegetable peeler, for the
first SO Bridge Card cus-
tomers.

* Tours of the histor-
ic Bartlett-Travis House
are available. Stop by the
back porch to inquire.

At next Sunday’s mar-
ket, Tola Lewis plays
the saxophone on the
Bartlett-Travis porch 9
a.m. to 1 p.m, and Chef
Lee Ulrich will discuss
fresh herbs 10:30 a.m.
to noon, advising people
how to choose, preserve
and use herbs.

Live yo“'life in an active and engaging community that supports good times
with family and friends while enjoying the privacy of your own home.
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ASSISTED LIVING AT ITS FINEST

$695*
*8200 additional for Memorial Services d‘ o
TRADITIONAL SERVICE '
O i Independence for you ~ I',‘.de[)e“dfﬂ('t‘ 4707 Northville Road
viewing & service ; » A ! \ l“agc 1 707 Northville Roa
$2195 : Pegecuf Mt for yRUSISpIYRI ‘.s Plymouth, M1 48170
- wiww.SeniorVillages.com
Gagnpcw ks S A Senior Village Managed Community I‘Iymouth ) (734) 453"2600

24501 Five Mile Road * Redford
(Between Beech Daly and Telegraph)

313.535.3030

www.fisherfuneral.net

n SEL Great Lakes Special Value Package

Blind Spot
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Information System
Reverse Sensing System
’ A— Rear View Camera
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» Heated Leather Driver/ «
Passenger Sealts

* Moonroof

* Sync Voice-Activated
Communications and
Entertainment System

Sony Audio System
Rain Sensing Wipers

FULL

$ For 24 months

for current NZ
glan |essees’
$510 Cash Dup

at Signing

PER MONTH
LEASE

b 23 city/33 highway MPG

(1) Not all lessees will qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet low mileage lease. Residency restrictions apply. Some payments higher, some
lower, This special lease rate is for eligible A/Z Plan lessees. You must currently lease a Ford product through Ford Credit and release
through Ford Credit. Payment includes $500 Renewal Bonus Cash. See dealer for qualifications and complete details. Take retail
delivery from dealer stock by 7/2/2012.(2) MPG - EPA estimated with equipped as shown
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PROGRAM

Continued from page A1l

Evans said the mentors
are successful because
they're seen more as
friends and comforters,
and not a teacher.

“They talk to them, may-
be play games, help them,”
Evans said. “They give
them that self-esteem, a
boost in confidence they
need. It’s different than
coming to see me as a
counselor. (Mentors) come
to see just that one child.
It's that special bond.”

Reehl said he saw the
program work when he
worked in the West Otta-
wa district. He said when
he saw it work there, he
realized “it's a very pow-
erful” program.

“It's amazing how these
kids blossom and how
they do at school,” Ree-
hl said. “It gives them
that sense of pride that
they know there’s some-
one out there who cares
about them and can help
them through the issues
they might be dealing
with at home or in school.
They know they can talk
(to mentors) about it and

they won't be judged.”

* It's why Kids Hope USA
started the mission in the
first place. On the group’s
website (www.kidshope-
usa.org), it plugs March
2008 statistics collected
by the Children’s Defense
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online at hometownlife.com

PHOTOS BY FRANK RUGGIRELLO

St. Kenneth Staff Liaison for Kid’s Hope Gretchen Hennen helps a Farrand student prepare an ice cream sundae.

Fund that KHUSA offi-
cials say '
selves.” Aceording to the
statistics, every day in
America:

* Four children are
killed by abuse or
neglect,

« Five children or teens
commit suicide,

¢ 2 467 high school stu-
dents drop out.

¢ 2421 children are
confirmed as abused or
neglected.

* 3477 children are
arrested, 451 of them for
violent crimes or drug
abuse.

‘speak for them-

Hope for growth

Hennen, who runs the
children’s faith program
at St. Kenneth, said the
Kids Hope program was
a “natural tie-in"" because
of the work she does at
the church.

She helped round up'the
11 mentors, inviting them
to become mentors rath-
er than issuing a blan-
ket “call for volunteers.”
She said the nature of the
effort made the invita-
tional route more condu-
cive to finding people.

Now that St. Kenneth is
established, Hennen said

she hopes the program
grows.

“We certainly have
more kids than men-
tors, and we have more
schools than churches
right now,” said Hennen,
who pointed out other
schools have expressed
an interest in the pro-
gram. “Word of mouth is
certainly helping.”

While the volunteers
are from St. Kenneth, nei-
ther church nor religion
— “They don't bring reli-
gion into the conversa-
tion,” Reehl said — is part
of the program.

Mentors are trained,
background and safe-
ty checks are conducted,
and parents are offered
the chance to meet with
the prospective mentor, if
they desire.

“It’s all about the
child and what he or she
needs,” Evans said.

Evans said the program
has been a big hit. She
said the school recently
sent out a survey to par-
ents, expecting to only
get back a few respons-
es. Instead, nearly all of
them came back.

“The kids love it. ...
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They look forward to it,”
she said. “(Feedback)
has been extremely pos-
itive. Parents have writ-
ten notes saying their
child comes home and
talks about the mentor,
They say they've seen
improvement in self-
esteem. We're getting a
lot of positive feedback
from the parents.”

Takes a village

Reehl said younger stu-
dents were considered
so the program could
become a self-sustain-
ing one. The hope is that
mentors will stay with the
students throughout their
elementary school years,
and additional volunteers
will come in to deal with
new students.

“We hope those same
mentors will come back
next year and give kids
that continuity in the rela-
tionship,” Reehl said.

Reehl knows it might
sound cliché, but he
believes it takes more
than just parents to raise
children. He’s hoping
more churches and stu-
dents will get involved
next year.

“A lot of principals
would like to have this in
their school; it’s finding
that church and the men-
tors that are willing to go
through that training,”
Reehl said. “It's that com-
munity raising a child
aspect.”
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The 25th Annual Barn Show
Antique Car & Hot Rod Show g
Sunday, June 10, 2012
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ALL VEHICLES BEING JUDGED

MUST BE ON THE GROUNDS BY 11:00 A.M.

Registratiion before show...$15.00
Registration on day of show...$20.00
CALL BILL 734.464.1331

THE WILSON BARN 2 V-

LIVONIA, MI

CORNER OF MIDDLEBELT
& WEST CHICAGO

* GOODIE BAGS & DASH PLAQUES
(FIRST 400 ENTRIES)

e LIVE MUSIC BY MEN IN BLACK
e ROAD KNIGHTS’ PICK & TROPHIES !
e SWAP MEET » CAR CORRAL ‘ \
e FOOD & REFRESHMENTS (N0 ALCOHOL)
e ARTS & CRAFTS AT THE BARN
e PONY RIDES
e 50/50 RAFFLES FOR EVERYONE PRESENT §" \=2°" C.
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