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Editorial
honor

The staff of the Per-
spective, the student
newspaper at the
Plymouth-Canton Edu-
cational Park, has taken
first place in editorial
writing, Division 1, in
the Michigan Interscho-
lastic Press Association
2012 student newspa-
per competition.

Sara Stappert, editor
of the print edition,
accepted the award in
a ceremony at the Lan-
sing Center on Tuesday.
Shannon Shaver took
second place in the
bylined opinion article
category, and the fol-
lowing Park students
received honorable
mentions: Hayley
Cook and Irene Pool,
advertising layout;
Alex Roth, bylined
opinion article; staff,
sports page/spread;
Alex Tucker, advertising
layout; John Etienne,
human interest feature;
Nicole Brodzik, news
analysis.

The staff also earned
a “Gold" rating in the
2012 Spartan Contest.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross sponsors the fol-
lowing blood drives in
the Plymouth-Canton
area over the next few
weeks:

« Monday, May 7,
Victory Honda, 315 Ann
Arbor Road in Plym-
outh, 11 a.m. to 4:45
p.m. '

« Friday, May 11,
Caribou Coffee, 44601
Five Mile in Plymouth,
10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

* Monday, May 21,
Trinity Presbyterian
Church, 10101 W. Ann
Arbor Road in Plym-
outh, 2-7:45 p.m.

» Tuesday, May 29,
St. Michael Lutheran
Church, 7000 N. Shel-
don in Canton, 1:30-
7:15 p.m.

Donors can contact
Diane Risko to make an
appointment at Diane.
Risko@redcross.org or
call (313) 549-7052.

Ficano lunch

Canton-area seniors
get a chance to have
lunch with Wayne
County Executive
Robert Ficano during a
*“Lunch with Bob” event
Wednesday at the Can-
ton Senior Center.

The “Lunch with Bob”
series is in its ninth year
and brings Ficano to-
gether with area seniors
for an afternoon of
food, information on ser-
vices and programs for
seniors, raffles, games
and other activities.

The event takes place
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The Canton Senior Cen-
ter is located at 46000
Summit Parkway. RSVP
by Monday by calling
(734) 394-5485.
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Housing permits indicate

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

An uptick in new housing
starts has Canton officials opti-
mistic that a once-sour market
has indeed begun to witness a
turnaround.

Community Planner Jeff Gou-
let said Canton issued 31 new
housing permits during the first
quarter of this year, compared to
about 70 for all of 2011.

an improving market

“We're expecting to hit 100
permits this year,” Goulet said
Thursday.

The encouraging signs come as
developers are tapping into the
market as new home buyers look
for specific housing that meets
their needs.

The latest plan involves 52
single-family, age-restricted,
detached condominiums planned
by Southfield-based Boji Devel-
opment, Inc., on Canton’s west

side. Known as Crystal Village,
the homes are intended for peo-
ple age 55 and over, and they are
pegged for an area southeast of
Geddes and Denton roads.

The project marks a change
from a prior developer’s plans
to build another round of higher-
density, attached condos on the
site, where construction of the
Ravensfield development came
to a halt after 15 buildings con-
taining 75 condos had been com-

pleted.

Boji Development has indicat-
ed the single-family condos are
intended to fill a void for seniors
seeking age-restricted homes
in Canton. The new units are
expected to sell for $169,000 to
$195,000.

“They want to start building
this year,” Municipal Services
Director Tim Faas said Tuesday.

Please see HOUSING, A6

Saturday’s Super Jess 5K run/walk will also benefit Rick Cigile, a former youth hockey coach who was para-
lyzed in a swimming accident last year.

Benefit run helps more families

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Three schools. One Park. One
purpose.

Organizers have united to
expand the second annual “Run
for Super Jess” SK walk/run
to benefit more than just Jes-
se Lindlbauer, a 16-year-old stu-
dent from Canton High School
who suffered a brain trauma in
December 2010.

This year, they've extended
the run, which now raises mon-
ey to help support three more

families facing mounting finan-
cial, physical and emotional
obstacles as they battle medical
dilemmas.

Those families could get pret-
ty extensive support, if last
year’s run is any indication.
More than 1,600 runners raised

ety, which hosts the run. “I nev-
er would've thought this run
could grow as much as it did. It
was incredible.”

This year's event, which
starts at 8 a.m. Saturday, May
6, will also benefit three other
Plymouth-Canton families that

some $35,000 in the inaugural suffered debilitating medical
run in 2011. setbacks:

“It was something very spe- » The Valchine family of Can-
cial seeing this group of sup- ton High School — John and

porters all together,” said Tom-
my Halewicz, last year’s orga-
nizer and a former member of

Angie Valchine have two chil-
dren, Canton freshman Kate-

the PCEP National Honor Soci- Please see BENEFIT, A8

Canton OKs
bond for new
radio system

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton residents aren't expect-
ed to face any hurdles to police
and fire services as the Canton
Public Safety Department switch-
es this year to a new radio com-
munication and 9-1-1 dispatch
system.

“It should be a seamless transi-
tion for the community,” Public
Safety Director Patrick Nemecek
said Thursday. “Residents should
notice no difference whatsoever
when they call (for help).”

His remarks came after the
Canton Township Board of Trust-
ees agreed Tuesday to issue and
sell up to $1 million in bonds to
pay half the project’s price tag,
with a seven-year time line to
retire that debt.

Finance Director Wendy Trum-
bull has said Canton expects to
cover the remaining $1 million
cost by using $500,000 from the
fire department’s budget and
drawing a similar amount from
emergency 9-1-1 funds, which
come from sources such as cell
phone fees.

Canton is expected to switch by
year’s end to the new 800 MHz
system to improve communica-
tions for police officers, firefight-
ers, dispatchers and other town-
ship employees.

“It's been a long time coming,”
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said Tues-
day.

Treasurer Melissa McLaughlin
said the move follows talks that
spanned a decade or longer.

The new system positions Can-
ton to potentially consolidate its

Please see RADIO, A5

District restructures Park leadership

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Bill Zolkowski came to the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park three years
ago as the first park principal in the

district’s history.

When here retires at the end of this
school year, he'll leave as the only one

to have held the post.
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools Board of Education, based

largely on the opportunity presented
by Zolkowski's impending retirement,
approved a plan that restructures the
leadership model at the park. The plan,
presented Tuesday at the board’s reg-
ular meeting, eliminates the park prin-
cipal position, elevates associate prin-

cipals into principal positions, and

adds a layer of administration at each
of the district’s three high schools.
The plan was actually drawn up by
administrators after they were chal-
lenged by superintendent Dr. Jere-
my Hughes to prove the park principal
model was no longer necessary. It was
Hughes, then acting as a consultant
to the district, who recommended the
park principal plan three years ago.
“I took a ‘devil’s advocate’ posi-
tion with it,” Hughes said. “I'm not
going to defend it just because it’s
my (idea), if it's time to change it. My
challenge to the people who wanted
to change was to show me the circum-
stances have changed to the point we
could change it.”

Please see PARK, A2

Bill Zolkowski was the first Park principal when he arrived
three years ago, and he'll likely go out as the only one when
he retires at the end of the school year after the school board
voted to change the Park's leadership structure.
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Man jailed amid delay in child molesting case

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A Canton man accused of sex-
ually molesting a 10-year-old
girl who formerly lived in his
neighborhood has been ordered
back to jail after his trial was
delayed in Wayne County Cir-
cuit Court.

Robert Carl Kahler, 56, who
had been released and placed
on an electronic tether, was
returned to jail Wednesday
after Judge Cynthia Gray Hath-
away set a June 28 hearing to
determine if Kahler is com-
petent to stand trial on three

counts of first-
degree criminal
sexual conduct
and one count of
second-degree
CSC.

Hathaway
remanded
Kabhler to jail
on the day he
had been scheduled to stand tri-
al for allegations he molested a
former neighborhood girl when
she was 7 to 10 years old.

Canton Detective Tim Wright
said Kahler is now expected
to face trial in late July if he is
found competent.

Kahler

The girl testified last Novem-
ber behind closed doors in 35th

District Court that she was sex-

ually molested by Kahler when
she formerly lived near his
Canton home. Judge Michael
Gerou had ordered his court-
room cleared of spectators to
help ease the emotional trauma
the child faced during Kahler’s
preliminary examination.
Though authorities said the
girl was nervous about fac-
ing Kahler in court, they said
her testimony convinced Ger-
ou that Kahler should face trial
on multiple charges of criminal
sexual conduct.

Kahler had originally been
jailed with a $150,000 cash
bond, but he had been released
on an electronic tether after his
case was sent to Wayne County
Circuit Court. However, Hath-
away reversed the decision
Wednesday and ordered the
defendant jailed as he awaits
his competency hearing.

Canton police have said Kahler
became friends with the girl's
family when she lived near him.
Statements made in 35th District
Court have indicated the accu-
sations stem from incidents that
allegedly occurred between 2007
and 2011.

Wright had asked for “a sig-
nificant cash bond” when
Kahler was initially arraigned
on criminal charges, due to the
potential for the defendant to
have contact with other chil-
dren. Wright also had voiced
concerns Kahler might flee
Michigan because he had been
trying to get a job in Georgia.

Judge James Plakas had set
the original $150,000 cash bond,

+ saying he had a duty to protect
the community from what he
called “very disturbing charg-
es” against Kahler.

dcdlem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Time for change
Under the new leader-
ship plan, director of sec-

ondary education Erin

Complimentary Mimosa MacGregor will take over
for Mom! most of the responsibili-
. ty for the park principal
Door Prizes! o S
(including $50 Gift Certificate from DOSl.tlon, which will not
Plymouth Crossing and more!) = be filled when Zolkows-
Call for reservations Patio Now ki retires. The associate
3 Open! principals in the three

high schools — Carrie

Tuesday Wednesda the purchase Lawler at Canton, Nancy
All-You-Can-Eat 8 0z. [: ;:‘gs ib 31 0 0&?... of 2 entrees* Laws at Salem and Cheri
21,95 '10.99 | SIS offf... Zechese 1| wiive clevted obuic
- Largercut available 0 soe of 4 entrees*® ing principal. The three
Friday assistant principals at

each building remain, and

SN W

kids" attitude developing,
and there was a different
set of policies and proce-
dures for each building.

“Communication has
been better, and disci-
pline is more uniform
(now),” Hughes said. “I
was reassured the team
of principals is working
well together.”

The principals will
not have a student case
load, freeing them up
to be more involved in
leading the instruction-
al work. The assistant
principals’ roles remain,
and the Dean of Students
would become a “triage”
specialist, Hughes said,
responsible for behavior
referrals and providing a
“consistent and immedi-

a Dean of Students will be ate discipline approach.”
added at each building.
Hughes said admin- Buck stops
istrators felt a change Hughes said the Dean
should be implemented of Students is a neces-
in part because of a per- sary addition because the
ception of budding prob-  student population has
lems between the schools. increased significantly
§| The perception was the (to some 6,200 students)
i three high schools were.«sssashile the administrative
“not united,” there wasa  staffing has remained
growing sense of rivalry  stagnant.
between them with “our “There is a need for
kids are better than your = more administrative

-

help (at the park),” said
Hughes, who found more
than half a dozen schools
around Michigan that use
the concept. “The Dean
of Students will primari-
ly handle student issues
of a more minor nature. It
was attractive to adminis-
trators.”

MacGregor, in his first
year as director of sec-
ondary education, said
the park principal posi-
tion “has done some great
things,” but that more
administrative support
was needed at the park.
Administrators seem to
agree some things were
a little confused at the
park, when it was diffi-
cult to tell whether things
were being handled at
the building level or
being kicked upstairs to
Zolkowski’s office.

Under the new plan,
there’s no question
responsibility lies with
the principals.

“I am expecting more
out of them,” MacGregor
said. “The buck will stay
with them.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899
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EVENTS ARE JUST ONE WAY
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Bank of America is committed to helping our home loan customers struggling to make
their mortgage payments get the help they need. That’s why we're having special
in-person events in the hardest-hit communities across the country.

At our outreach events, our customers are able to sit down and talk face-to-face with a
home retention specialist who can understand their situation and explain their options.
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nationwide since 2009. nationwide since 2009. since 2008.
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SCHOOL
BRIEFS
Math quest

Because of his perfor-
mance on the 2012 Ameri-
can Mathematics Competi-
tion and American Invita-
tional Mathematics Exam,
Salem High School senior
Peter Su has qualified —
for the second straight
year — for the United
States of America Math
Olympiad.

Only about 500 students
out of 12,000 AIME partic-
ipants are invited to take

- the USAMO. The top 12
Dante Grasso clears the dandelions from the frontyard at  USAMO participants are
Volunteers from Kohl’s stores on Ford Road and Michigan Avenue in Canton were beauti-  Canton High School. He was there helping his mom, Kohl’s  declared winners and hon-
fying Canton High School Thursday as part of the stores’ Volunteers in Action program. volunteer Lisa Grasso. ored at ceremonies in June
at the National Academy of
° ° , - Sciences, the National Sci-
ence Foundation and the
ation benefits from Kohl's work, grant ==
)} of America Headquarters
in Washington, D.C.
By Brad Kadrich T - ok & S ! 8 year the Kohl's program That nonprofit this year
Observer Staff Writer ” has benefitted Plymouth-  is Plymouth-Canton’s C-SPAN award
Canton schools, after EEF. The $3,000 in Kohl's C-SPAN Representa-

It’s a pretty good deal projects at Pioneer and grants will be funneled to  tive Deborah Lamb will
for Plymouth-Canton East middle schools the the radio station for use be delivering awards to
schools, when you think last two years. in its general-fund budget East Middle School during
about it. ~ “We're giving back to for programming, main- a presentation Monday at

First, they got more the community,” said tenance and other opera- 10am.
than a dozen volunteers Kohl’s volunteer Suzi tional costs. Eighth-graders Paige
from Kohl's Department March, who has two chil- The money is criti- Bimberg and Brigid Cum-
Stores working around dren at the high school cal because radio sta- mings received honorable
Canton High School complex. “These are tion staffers have to do mention in a national con-
Thursday, pulling weeds, the people who shop our “an incredible amount of  test sponsored by Lamb’s
planting flowers and stores. This is a wonder- fundraising” to stay on company. The students
spreading mulch to beau- ful way to give service the air, according to gen-  entered the 2012 C-SPAN
tify school grounds. that benefits the commu-  eral manager Bill Keith. Student Cam Video Project.

On top of that, Kohl's & nity. It's very rewarding.” “It’s an incredible More than 2,000 students
will contribute some Kohl's volunteers Marlita Herring (front) and Suzi March Since 2001, Kohl's asso- amount of money,” Keith  from 43 states, the District
$3,000 in grants from spread mulch around one of the flower beds outside Can-  ciates have participat- said. “I was amazed not of Columbia and Puerto
the Earth Day event,and  ton High School. ed in volunteer activi- only by Kohls’ willing- Rico submitted videos.
another $1,500 from oth- ties that support children. ness to do the incredi- There were a total of
er events run by the Ford In that time, more than ble work they're doing 1,203 videos in the com-
Road store, for the Plym-  Green” initiative, and cel- gan Avenue stores in Can- 500,000 Kohl's associates  for the beautification, petition this year. Seven-
outh-Canton Communi- ebrates two April events ton — along with some have volunteered, donat-  but their willingness to ty-five videos were chosen
ty Schools Education- — National Volunteer of their children on Take ing some 1.6 million vol- give to the radio station. as winners, one of which
al Excellence Foundation = Week and Earth Day. Your Child To Work Day unteer hours. Kohl’s has Kohl's really stepped up was Brigid and Paige’s vid-
to benefit WSDP, the stu-  Through Kohl's' associ- — took part in the Can- done some 85,000 vol- to help.” eo about the Electoral Col-
dent-run radio station. ate volunteer program, ton High School beautifi-  unteer events, donating lege. The video can be

The event was part of volunteers from both the  cation. some $47 million to local bkadrich@hometownlife.com viewed at http//www.stu-
the store’s national “Go Ford Road and Michi- It’s the third straight nonprofits. (313) 222-8899 dentcam.org/
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Mail theft suspect awaits hearing

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

The chief defendant
accused in a Canton mail
theft investigation has
been released from jail as
he awaits a court hearing
to determine if he should
face trial in Wayne Coun-
ty Circuit Court on a flur-
ry of charges including
allegations he led town-
ship police on a chase.

Lee Andrew Qualls, 42,
walked into 35th District
Court on his own Friday
after he had earlier been
jailed with a $500,000/10
percent bond set dur-

ing his April 13 arraign-
ment on charges of sec-
ond-degree fleeing and
eluding police; stealing or
retaining without consent
a financial transaction
device; larceny between
$1,000 and $20,000; forg-
ing a driver’s license with
intent to commit a crime;
assaulting, resisting and
obstructing a police offi-
cer; operating a vehi-
cle with a suspended
or revoked license, and
being a fourth-time habit-
ual offender.

Canton police arrest-
ed Qualls and co-defen-
dant Herman Robinson
I11, 35, after a local resi-
dent notified police April
3 of a suspicious vehicle

Lee Andrew Qualls appears
before 35th District Judge
Ronald Lowe.

approachmg mailboxes
in the Cherry Hill-Beck
Road area. Detective
Sgt. Dave Schreiner said
authorities “retrieved a
large collection of mail”
allegedly stolen in Can-
ton and other communi-
ties.

Qualls appeared Fri-
day before 35th District
Judge Ronald Lowe, who
adjourned the defen-
dant’s preliminary exam-
ination for three weeks
to give defense attorney
James McGinnis time he
said he needed to review
evidence.

Robinson, meanwhxle
waived his right to a pre-
liminary exam Friday, a
decision that averted tes-
timony and sent his case

N
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Herman Robinson Ill faces trial
nary exam Friday.

to circuit court for dis-
position. Robinson only
faces two charges —
assaulting, resisting and
obstructing a police offi-
cer and being a second-
time habitual offender.

Robinson appeared
before Lowe with defense
attorney Kristen Pell,
who said she had advised
the defendant he had a
right to have the hearing
held.

Qualls could face pen-
alties ranging up to life
in prison if he is convict-
ed, authorities have said.
Robinson could be sen-
tenced up to three years

after waiving his prelimi-

behind bars.

Schreiner has said Can-
ton police arrested the
defendants amid a mail
fraud investigation by
township authorities and
the U.S. Postal Inspection
Service.

Qualls has been accused
of driving a car and lead-
ing Canton police on a
chase that ended in a
shopping center parking
lot near Michigan Avenue
and Canton Center, where
authorities arrested two
men after a foot chase.

ddem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238
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Continued from page Al

9-1-1 dispatch system
with communities such as
Livonia — if the longtime
talks eventually lead to
combining services. Livo-
nia is among the commu-
nities that already have
made the switch to the
new system.

Moreover, the new
Motorola radio system is
intended to link Canton
to a seamless, statewide
network and allow the
community to comply
with new federal man-
dates that take effect
next Jan. 1.

Nemecek said the 800
MHz system is intend-
ed to provide consistent
radio communications
coverage across Michi-
gan and thwart the poten-

AS

tial for gaps in service
when incidents involv-
ing Canton police officers
and firefighters spill over
to other communities.

“It allows us to be able
to talk on a statewide sys-
tem and not have to wor-
ry if an officer or a car
gets out of range,” he
said, adding that the sys-
tem “puts us in the realm
of any kind of consolida-
tion talks” involving dis-
patch services with other
communities.

Canton already has
received 90-95 percent
of the radios it needs to
obtain from Motorola,
and local authorities were
planning Friday to have a
meeting with the commu-
nications company to dis-
cuss the transition. s

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238
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