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Runners from Salem, Canton and Plymouth kick off the girls 3,200-meter relay begins during Thursday’s

Back-to-back 'Cats

By Tim Smith ‘_‘-37‘

Observer Staff Writer , : s

jad

In the spectrum of girls
track and field at Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park, it
looks like black again is the
dominant color.

Plymouth'’s black-clad Wild-
cats won Thursday's City
Meet with 81 points, well
ahead of Salem (49.5) and
Canton (44.5) — teams that
don blue and red uniforms,
respectively.

Wildcats head coach Ricky
Styes put a “colorful” spin on
his team earning its second
consecutive City Meet.
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Canton’s Jamal Dixon finishes first in the long jump during Thursday’s
City Meet.

Chiefs keep

Park trophy

“Anytime the black school,
By Tim Smith Salem and Plymouth trailed the red school and the blue
Observer Staff Writer with S5 and 41 points, respec- school get together, we know Plymouth’s Brianna Lax (left) takes the baton from Marina DeBiasi in
tively. the girls are going to find an the 3,200 relay.
Canton’s varsity boys track “I knew that we had a real- extra gear,” Styes said. “The
and field team got aleg upon  ly good shot at coming first,” Salem girls did that last night, three of the meet champion- “We scored in every event
their campus rivals Thurs- Chiefs head coach Bob Rich- the Canton girls did that last ships over the past decade or  yesterday,” Styes said. “Which
day to capture the annual City ardson said. “But Salem nev- night and our girls did that s0, since the Wildcats came doesn’t happen a lot, especial-
Meet at Plymouth-Canton er gave up and they made it last night.” into existence. The first victo- ly at a meet with three great
Educational Park for the sec-  close near the end. Those colors also can be ry came in 2007. teams in it.”
_ond consecutive year. “Plymouth had some guys found prominently displayed “We like that trophy to be Of one of the girls expected
““"The Chiefs strength in that stepped up also. They on the track and field leader in our trophy case, that's for to excel, Becka Knox, showed
relays and sprint events, came close, because we were board, on the back side of the  sure,” Styes said. her versatility with wins in
along with across-the-board ahead by quite a bit more ear- football scoreboard at PCEP. The Wildcats scored across  the long jump and 200-meter
depth, sparked the team to ly.” the board, which the coach dash.
a first-place finish with 79 Three of a kind stressed was crucial to the
points. Please see TROPHY, B2 Plymouth now has captured  victory. Please see 'CATS, B2

'Cats Gerou blanks Salem in KLAA opener

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

Salem'’s best chances to score
came early. In the second, an
infield single by Alexis Powell and
walk to Elliott Mitchem opened

Rocks threw the ball away on a sac-
rifice bunt and scored on catcher
Brooke Senkbeil’s second RBI sin-

Sparkling defense, timely hitting  gle of the day.

and the pitching of junior Elaine Allison Raylean, who reached the inning. But Gerou struck out
Gerou proved more than enoughas  first on the error, advanced two the next two batters and induced
Plymouth’s varsity softball team bases to score on a routine ground-  another to pop out.
bested Salem 4-0 in Wednesday's out by Gerou. Against reliever Then in the third, with one out,
season opener for the host Wild- Kristin Zink, a single to leftby Bri  Kristine Zink grounded a single up
cats. Giordano (2-for-3, double, RBI) the middle and Marcello beat out
Going the distance, scattering scored Senkbeil. a bunt. Both runners moved up a
five hits and striking out seven, base, but second baseman Giorda-
was Gerou — who got tougher as Early chances no fielded a grounder and threw
the KLAA crossover progressed. “We gave it a pretty good show, to Senkbeil, who applied the tag on
“She (Gerou) really started snap-  the first four innings I was very the sliding Zink trying to score.

ping,” Plymouth head coach Val
Canfield said. “Her pitches started
moving.”

Taking a tough loss for the Rocks
was Emily Marcero, who pitched

pleased with,” Southerland said.
“We just have to work on a few
things, but that’s probably the best
pitchers we've faced so far. The
girls have to adjust to some of the

The Wildcats (1-0) struck first in
the bottom of the third, with Kayla
Rebain reaching second on a mis-
judged fly ball, moving to third on
a sacrifice bunt and scoring on Sen-

into the fifth inning. In that inning,  different pitches and we'll be fine.  kbeil’s liner to center.

the Wildcats scored three times to “But we bobbled the ball a couple “She (Senkbeil) is a very smart,

break open a close game. times and I think that made a dif- aggressive player,” Canfield said.
“Marcello did very well, but we ference.” “That’s why I love that she’s our

didn’t help her a little bit defen- Two days after pounding Dear- leadoff. She really sets the tone for

sively,” Salem head coach Bonnie born Edsel Ford into the ground the team.”

Southerland said. for a doubleheader sweep, in Salem managed only three base

In the fifth, which began with
Plymouth up 1-0, Kayla Rebain
singled, moved to third when the

Salem’s first games of the season,
the Rocks (2-1) hit the wall against
Gerou's laser-beam control.

runners the rest of the contest. BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Delivering the ball toward home plate Wednesday is Plym-

Please see SOFTBALL, B4 outh junior pitcher Elaine Gerou.
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Continued from page B1

“We know she's going to go out and
perform at a high level and score
points,” Styes said. “She’s been doing
that since she was a freshman at the
school and she's going to do that in all
the meets we have coming up.”

But Plymouth enjoyed some pleas-
ant surprises, too. Freshmen Asia Tate
and Anna Lukens placed first and third,
respectively, in the 100 dash.

“That doesn't happen very often,” he
said. “Both girls ran great races.”

Another key was the performance of
junior Natalie Puckett, who earned wins
in the 100- and 300-meter hurdles. Her
time of 48.88 seconds in the latter set a
new Plymouth record.

“Natalie Puckett ran well in both hur-
dles, she set the school record in the
300 hurdles, which was a real pleas-
ant surprise for us,” Styes said. “She
just works hard and keeps constant-
ly improving and all her hard work is
starting to pay off.”

All three schools featured exceptional
performances.

Fast facts

Salem sophomore standout Kay-
la Kavulich coasted to victories in the
400-, 800-, and 1,600-meter runs. But
she placed fifth in the 200 dash, behind
Knox and three Canton runners.

“Kayla’s a great runner,” Styes said.
“She was probably the most talented
girl on the track yesterday.

“She’s a very dangerous weapon and I
think us being able to beat Salem with a
runner like that on the track speaks for
our depth.”

Canton excelled in the sprint relays,
with Alena Valetti and Milena Mandelli

Observer & Eccentnc | Sunday Apnl 28 2012
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Stepping it up in the 100-meter dash
Thursday are Canton’s Alana Valetti and
Salem’s Chineze Mbanugo.

part of both the victorious 400- and 800-
meter relays.

In the 4-by-400 relay, Salem'’s quartet
of Adrianna Beltran, Kavulich, Nancy
Krutty and Dana Blankenship finished
in first.

But the Wildcats did earn first-place
points in the 3,200 relay, thanks to the
teamwork of Marina DeBiasi, Brianna
Lax, Nicole Traitses and Rachael Hille.

“Our 4-by-8 ran a great race,” Styes
said. “Salem always puts out a good 4-
by-8, so anytime you can beat them,
something good happens.”

tsmith@hometownlife.com | (734) 469-4128

YMCA event April 28 promotes ‘Healthy Kids'

Plymouth Family YMCA across the country are long term.
is celebrating Healthy taking part in the celebra- Research shows that
Kids Day from 10am.to1 tion, meant to kick start without access to activ-
p.m. Saturday with a free  physical activity and ities that stimulate the

community event at First
United Methodist Church.

learning throughout the
summer — a critical out-

mind and body, kids
are more prone to gain

The event is for kids of-school time for kids. weight and fall behind
and families in Plymouth Healthy Kids Day, a academically over the-
Township and will fea- national initiative of the summer months.
ture activities such as 10- Y to improve the health For more information,
and-under tennis, face and well-being of kids, contact Rebecca Mubaraz
painting, a bounce house is filled with fun, active of the Plymouth Fami-
and an appearance by the  play and educational ly YMCA at (734) 453-
Plymouth Township Fire activities that will help 2904 or via e-mail at
Fighters. parents improve their rmubaraz@ymcametro-

More than 1,900 Ys kids' lifestyles for the detroit.org.
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GET THIS EXCLUSIVE

ON-COURT JACKET

WITH A MICROCHIP THAT
GIVES ACCESS TO OTHER

AMAZING BENEFITS
180

PACKAGES
START AT

FIND OUT MORE...

online at hometownlife.com

TROPHY

Continued from page B1

On the way

Richardson said his
team is off to a good
start after its goal to fin-
ish undefeated in 2012.
“So they're all happy that
they’re 4-0, because we
got two victories tonight.”

The Chiefs had a num-
ber of multiple winners,
but at the top of that list
was Miles Felton. He won
the mile- and two-mile
runs.

Canton sprinters also
piled up the points, both
in individual events and

relays.

Ryan Jones won the 100
dash and
was part

See meet of the win-

times on nmg 400-

next page. meter
relay team
along with

Colby Morris, Zach Smilo
and Demetre Lopez.

The team of Morris,

Smilo, Kevin Buford and
Kenny Scott also finished
first in the 800 relay.

Extra effort

According to Salem
head coach Kyle Meteyer,
the Rocks had a number
of standout showings but
could not overcome Can-
ton’s depth.

“Points-wise we were
right with the Chief’s
through the field events
until the 4-by-200 where
we were disquali-
fied for an illegal baton
exchange,” Meteyer said.
“Things went downhill
from there, but I was still
happy with our effort
until the very last event.”

Examples of effort he
was thrilled about includ-

Not just any day at

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

The annual City Meet is
kind of a conundrum for
the athletes from Plym-
outh-Canton Education-
al Park.

Yes, the girls and boys on
track teams from Canton,
Plymouth and Salem want
to prevail and carry win-
ning pride — and a nice
trophy, of course — back
to their respective school.

But since friendships are
involved, it'’s OK to cheer
on their “rivals.” At least
to a certain point.

“The city meet always
brings out the real com-
petitive side of every-
one,” said Plymouth senior
Rachael Hille, during
Thursday’s event. “We all
go to school with each oth-
er, and we're all friends.
But when it comes to
track, everyone wants to
win it.

“It’s one of the few
things that you just want
to get that trophy and have
that hype that you're the
City Meet champs.”

Salem junior Chris Dier-
ker said competing against
campus rivals ups the
ante.

“It means a lot because
we see them every day,
so we want to beat them,”
Dierker said. “Guys want

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Clearing another hurdle during the City Meet is Salem’s
Joe Amado.

ed Chris Dierker and Kev-
in Mack, in the 200- and
400-dashes, respectively,
scoring from the slower,
second varsity heat.

“By finishing hard, they
were able to overtake the
times of runners from
the faster heat,” Meteyer
said. “Thus placing them
in the meet.”

As usual, the Wildcats
had stellar performances
in distance events.

“We were very good in
the distances,” Plymouth
head coach Jon Mikosz
said. “We won the 4-by-8,
we took three of the four
spots in the mile, three of
the four spots in the 800.”

What hurt the Wild-
cats was losing top sprint-
ers William Askew II and
Alex Rogers for part of
the annual showcase for
the three Park teams.
Both were hampered by

to win and get bragging
rights.”

As far as Canton senior
sprinter Ryan Jones is
concerned, there's nothing
better than the City Meet.

“Plymouth is our rivals,
Salem is a good team,"”
Jones noted. “Last year
(at the City Meet) I got
beat in the 100 because I
underestimated a couple
people.

“But this year I just
gave them everything I
have. I always have fun at
all of (these), everybody
competes. At the end of
the day everybody (at the
Park) is still family, so I
like it.”

Extra incentive
According to Salem

junior'Nancy Krutty, the .

meet is definitely kind of
a two-sided coin.

“City Meet’s kind
of fun,” Krutty said,
“because it gives us a
chance to see what the
Park has as a group, even
though we're all compet-
ing against each other it
makes us do our best each
time.

“And it really brings
our team together, and we
like to cheer on each other
and everyone else in the
Park.”

With a smile, Krut-
ty added that the unique

injuries, Mikosz said.

“And Max (Rogows-
ki) ran four events (Tues-
day at Livonia Franklin)
so he's pretty tired com-
ing back a day later to
run this,” the coach add-
ed. “So our main focus
this week was on Frank-
lin, but we still take this
seriously.

“You got all three
schools here, so it’s def-
initely a big motivating
factor.”

Canton hosted the
meet, which Richardson
said required dedicated
efforts from a number of
people from all three high
schools.

“We had a lot of people
helping us to make this a
successful evening,” he
noted.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 469-4128

the Park

makeup of PCEP adds
spice to the proceedings.

“You don’t want to be
the last one in the Park,”
she noted. *... It's not real-
ly consequences, but it
makes you work a lot
harder during the season
which is a good thing.

“But it (last place) is
just not a place you want
to be.”

Freshmen such as Can-
ton’s Jocelyn Moraw and
Salem’s Jamyra Wilson
both said they were enjoy-
ing their initial foray’s
into the meet.

“Everybody knows peo-
ple from the different
schools, so you're cheer-
ing for people on the other
teams, t0o,” Moraw said.
“You're wishing every-
body the best.”

Plymouth senior Derek
Gielarowski described the
meet as “just phenomenal,
seeing everybody that you
know from all the schools.
Just having the rivalry
that there is is just enough
drive to get you to run the
best race.”

For those who come up
short?

“You hear about it,
because everybody
knows,” he added, with a
wry smile.

tsmith@hometownlife.com
(734) 4694128

PLYMOUTH REIGN
SOCCER CLUB __

JUNIOR ACADEMY

Ages U5 through U9

Eight week training program
beginning April 25, 2012
at Allen Elementary School

Under the professional direction of our USSF
licensed Coaches, Yao Kra & Sara Schafer,
your child can take their soccer talent to the
next level. Coach Yao and Coach Sara along
with their qualified assistants will provide

expert instruction in the following fundamental
yet essential areas of play:

» Ball Control
« Touches on the ball
* Dribbling

* Passing
» Striking
« Speed of Play

Training will be offered once a week with the option to train twice a week.
For more information please visit our website: www.plymouthsoccer.net
or contact us by email: president@plymouthsoccer.net or
secretary@plymouthsoccer.net

& PNCBANK 0RVISIT PISTONS.COM/ACCESS
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All-Observer boys ultra-tough ‘strike force’

FIRST TEAM

Elliot Arnold, Sr., Wayne:
The senior repeats as a first-
team all-Observer selection
after bowling a pair of 300
games this season and winning
the Division 1-Region S individ-
ual singles crown.

Arnold also combined with
teammate Zack Huffman to
win the Clarenceville Dou-
bles Tournament and posted
his high series with a 300-277- *
577 two-game set at the Wayne
County Championship.

Arnold averaged 220 or bet-
ter in all four of his years at
Wayne, including a person-
al best 230.85 during his junior
season.

“Elliot was a great guy to
have around,” Wayne coach
Bob Jawor said. “He was the
ultimate teammate, very hum-
ble, but also very confident in
his ability. He never seemed to
have a bad day, and the Wayne
program will miss him.”

Davis Vandercook, Sr., Farm-
ington-Harrison: Vandercook
capped a four-year varsity
career by leading the OAA with
a 222 average. He also led his
team to the OAA White Divi-
sion championship and its first
appearance in the state finals.
He is a two-time state qualifier.
Vandercook had a high game of
279 and series of 517 this sea-
son. He was named to the All-
OAA first team twice and made
the second team in 2011.

“Davis is the best leader our
program has had,” coach Den-
nis Hermani said. “He has been
a starter for four years, and he
willed our team to first place in
the league this year.

“His competitiveness and
desire to compete at the high-
est level rubbed off on our
first-year varsity bowlers to
make this season our best ever.
As a coach, I will miss his ded-
ication, leadership and passion
to impart his knowledge of the
game to his teammates.”

Zack Huffman, Sr.,, Wayne:
The senior averaged 201 dur-
ing season and was Division 1-
Region S individual runner-up
to teammate Arnold, who he
combined with to capture the
Clarenceville Doubles Tourna-
ment.

Huffman spent two seasons
on the Wayne JV squad before
moving up to the varsity during
his junior year where he aver-
aged over 200.

He helped Wayne reach the
Division 1 state team tourney
after the Zebras captured the
regional.

“Zack was a very consistent
player, keeping the ball in play,
and one of the best spare shoot-
ers on the team,” Jawor said.
‘He was a pleasure to have on

Davis
Vandercook
Farm-Harrison

Elliot Arnold
Wayne

) .

Zack Huffman
Wayne

David Nikkila
Salem

Kevin Williams
Salem

Michael
Richards
Canton

2011-12 ALL-OBSERVER
BOYS BOWLING

FIRST TEAM
Elliot Arnold, Sr,, Wayne
Davis Vandercook, S, Farm.-Harr.
Zack Huffman, Sr., Wayne
David Nikkila, Sr., Salem
Steven Cadwell, Soph., Salem
Jimmy Bowling, Jr, Salem

SECOND TEAM
Michael Richards, Soph., Canton
Kevin Williams, Jr., Salem
Thomas Brusseau, Sr.,, John Glenn
Aaron Radner, Sr., North Farm.
Eric Thompson, Sr., Plymouth
Steven White, Jr. Glenn

THIRD TEAM

Alex Champagne, Jr., Canton
Tommy Ruark, Sr., John Glenn
Collin Jump, Sr., Farm-Harrison

Brandon Congdon, Sr., Plymouth

Rob Korstjens, Sr., outh

Kameron Caldwell, Jr., N. Farm.
Matt Bracey, Sr,, Plymouth

COACH OF THE YEAR
Karl Brubaker, Canton

HONORABLE MENTION
Salem: Joseph Mirskey, Nolan

Rudis; Plymouth: Evan Grimme,

n Riva; Canton: Kurt Kow-
alski, Josh Pozan, Gary Bamnett;
John Glenn: Mitch Dean, Daniel
Ammons, Mark Kassab; Wayne:
Kody Wojewski; North Farming-
ton: Eric Horwitz, Alex Zazaian;

Funmwmﬂurlm lan El-
liott, Kyle Jump, Juwan Teamer;

Clarenceville: Mike Uren, Kyle
Kissandi.

Novi-Detroit Catholic Central’s
Jeff Conflitti.

Another highlight for Nikkila
was his performance at the D1
regionals at Westland Lanes.
He bowled three 200 games
while amassing a total of 1,154,
good for seventh place.

“David was the team captain
and took his responsibilities
seriously,” coach Kathie Hahn
said. “The team will miss his
leadership.”

Steven Cadwell, Soph.,
Salem: Cadwell was a big-time

Aaron Radn

Thomas
Brusseau N. Farmington
John Glenn

(371-359) and then knocked
of f Jackson's Drake Csage in
the second round by a 360-345
score.

At the D1 regionals, he came
in 10th with a 1,120 total, throw-
ing a 208 game along the way.

“For a sophomore he shows
very positive leadership skills
and helps the younger bowl-
ers,” Hahn said. “He is a strong
role model for the other bowl-
ers. We are looking for two
more strong years from Ste-
ven.”

Cadwell averaged 195 and
had a high game of 257, win-
ning 17 of 24 match points.

Jimmy Bowling, Jr., Salem:
The third member of the Rocks
to reach the Round of 16 at the
D1 finals, Bowling finished
ninth in the qualifying block,
with a 233 opening game spear-
heading his six-game total of
1,221.

In the Round of 16, Bowl-
ing couldn’t keep his hot streak
alive. He was defeated 429-306
by Adam Young of Utica.

Bowling’s strong season —
his first on the Salem varsity —
also featured a sixth-place fin-
ish at the D1 regionals. He fin-
ished with a total of 1,157, high-
lighted by a 230 game.

“Jimmy shows great lead-
ership skills,” Hahn said. “We
are looking forward to a strong
senior year from him.”

His high score for the season
was a 279 and he averaged 188.

SECOND TEAM

Michael Richards, Soph.,
Canton: Like several of his
teammates, Richards had a
strong individual season while
contributing to the Chiefs’ run
in the D1 state team competi-
tion — where Canton ended up
as the runner-up.

Richards qualified for the
D1 individual finals by rolling
a 1,142 score at the regionals,
good for eighth place.

In the qualifying block at the
finals, he slipped to 43rd with a
total of 1,064.

“Michael Richards had a
strong season,” coach Karl
Brubaker said. “He earned a
varsity spot after starting the
season on the JV squad. He was
one of out most steady players
all year.”

Richards averaged 189, with
highwater marks of 235 and
468 for a game and series,
respectively.

Steven Jimmy
Cadwell Bowling
Salem Salem

Steven White
John Glenn

Eric Thompson
Plymouth

Kevin Williams, Jr., Salem:
Williams just missed qualify-
ing for the D1 finals, finishing
11th at regionals with a score
of 1,114 (just six short of 10th
place).

In Game 4 at regionals, he lit
it up with a 225 score.

The third-year varsity bowler
carried a 201 average with his
best game of the season being
a 279.

As the team’s anchor bowler,
he won 22 of 24 match points.

“Kevin is an extreme asset to
the boys varsity team,” Hahn
said. “He is a leader and a very
gifted bowler.

“We are also looking for a
strong senior year from Kev-
m."

Thomas Brusseau, Sr., John
Glenn: The senior captain and
son of Glenn coach Ron Brus-
seau enjoyed a highly produc-
tive season with a 210 average,
including a 277 high game and
a 496 two-game set.

On Jan. 19, Brusseau helped
the 2011-12 Glenn squad post
schools records for match
game (1,271), two-match game
totals (2,317) and meet total
(2,767).

A four-year starter who
helped Rockets to a 14-1 dual-
match record and its third
straight KLAA Central Division
title, Brusseau will continue his
bowling career at the Universi-
ty of Northwestern Ohio where
he'll study automotive technol-
0gy.

Aaron Radner, Sr,, N. Farm-
ington: Radner had a sol-

id junior year for the Raid-

ers, hitting a 204 average with
a high game of 262 and mak-
ing the All-OAA second team.
In the league singles tourna-
ment, he qualified second and
finished fourth in match play.
He was voted the MVP of his
team. Radner was 11th in the
Drakeshire Lanes regional and
missed going to state by one
pin.
“Aaron was brought up to

the varsity in the middle of his
sophomore year,” coach Mike
Horner said. “He saw what was
necessary to succeed at that
level, and he spent last summer
and fall working on his game.
The results were very apparent
this season as he placed near
the top in every tournament

we entered. He is extremely
coachable, a hard worker and a
great team leader.”

Eric Thompson, Sr., Plym-
outh: The senior was one of
a trio of Wildcats contend-
ing for a spot in the D1 finals
(the top 10 at regionals qual-
ify).

Thompson came in 16th
with a total of 1,074. Team-
mates Rob Korstjens and
Matt Bracey placed 14th
and 15th, respectively, with
scores of 1,097 and 1,079.

But Thompson also had a
consistently strong season as
Plymouth’s anchor bowler.

He averaged 209 and
earned selection to the All-
KLAA team for the sec-
ond year in a row. And at
the Mercy Tournament, he
placed third with a 706 tally.

Thompson also contributed
to the Wildcats victory at the
Wayne County Tournament,
where the team compiled a
score of 4,069 (including bak-
er games).

“It was a real joy coach-
ing all the kids and especial-
ly coaching my son,” coach
Tammy Thompson said.

He will join the United
States Coast Guard after
graduating.

Steven White, Jr., John
Glenn: The junior post-
ed a season average of 210,
including a game-high 282
and a two-game total of 496.

White also helped the Rock-
ets to a school record 2,317
two-match game total and a
meet best total of 2,767.

Glenn finished the year
with its third straight KLAA
Central Division crown and
a 14-1 dual meet-record. The
also captured the Farmington
Early Bird and Mercy Tour-
nament championships.

COACH OF THE YEAR

Karl Brubaker, Canton:
The fourth-year Canton head
coach and lifelong bowler in
metro Detroit probably nev-
er was part
of a season
quite like the.
one the Chiefs
enjoyed during
2011-12.

After finish-
ing 7-7 overall
 and 6-6 in the

KLAA Central

Division dur-

ing the regular
season, Canton stepped it up
during the MHSAA Division
1 team tournament and near-
ly captured the championship
at M-66 Bowl in Battle Creek.

The Chiefs defeated region-
al champion Wayne Memori-
al 1,284-1,232 in the quarter-
finals and then bested Uti-
ca (1,314-1,145) to qualify
for the championship match
against defending champion
Macomb Dakota.

But that’s where the title
march came to a halt as the
Chiefs were defeated by a
1,305-1,105 count.

Still, Brubaker and first-
year assistant coach Doug
Spicer were thrilled with how
a young squad meshed to tru-
ly become a team to be reck-
oned with.

“Many of the young men
stepped up this season for us
and made it a very enjoyable
year,” Brubaker said.

Karl Brubake
Canton coach

the team, keeping the team performer in the clutch for the
loose, and always good for a Rocks, and he advanced all the
laugh.” way to the Final Four of the D1

David Nikkila, Sr., Salem: finals before losing 353-320 to
The senior captain enjoyed an Lake Orion’s Kevin Lang and
excellent season for the Rocks, finishing third.
culminating with an 11th-place In the qualifying block,
finish at the MHSAA Division 1  Cadwell finished 15th with a
individual finals at M-66 Bowl 1,184 tally to just make the cut
in Battle Creek. — but he obviously made the

Nikkila (203 average) qual- most of the situation with his
ified for the Round of 16 with outstanding showing at the
a six-game tally of 1,198, high- finals.
lighted by a 233 score. In the Round of 16, the co-

In the Round of 16, he fell captain defeated Dustin Rose
short by 25 pins (326-301) to of Brownstown Woodhaven

2012 CITY MEET
BOYS RESULTS
April 19 at PCEP
TEAM RESULTS: 1. Canton, 79 points; 2. Salem,
55; 3. Plymouth, 41,
Shot put: 1. DeVonte’ Watkins (C), 42 feet, 5.5

inches; 2. Dan Carrigan (5), 41-7; 3. Olaniyi Ow-
agbemi (C), 40-2.25; 4. Nick Howie (5), 39-10; 5.

Dev Sandhu (C), 37-9.

Discus: 1. Carrigan (5), 107-1; 2, Stephen
Schacht (C), 105-4; 3. Sandhu (C), 104-6; 4. Wil-
liam Harrington (P), 101-4; 5. Howie (5), 95-0.

High jump: 1. (tie) Matt Schacht (C), 6-1;
Jamal Dixon (C), 6-1; 3. Chris Dierker (5), 5-11; 4.
Akil Wade (C), 5-9; 5. Zach Smilo (C), 5-7.

Long jump: 1. Dixon (C), 20-3; 2. Drake Jor-
dan (5), 20-1; 3. Dierker (5), 19-9.5; 4. Thomas
Cr;ewford (S), 18-11.5; 5. Andrew Stephens (C),

1

Pole vault: 1. Mitch Nickert (C), 11-4; 2. Kyle
Zander (C), 10-3; 3. James Hildreth (C), 9-9; 4.
(tie) Ryan Jimenez (C), 9-3; Jeff Pattison (P), 9-3;

Jineet Gandhi (5), 9-3.

110-meter hurdles: 1. Jose Amado (5), 15.35;
2. Daniel Edgerton (P), 16.72; 3. Mitch Pepper
(C), 17.08; 4. Herve Nonga (S), 17.25; 5. Hildreth

(), 19.43.

300 hurdles: 1. Amado (5), 41.38; 2. Nonga
(5), 43.02; 3. Shean Krolicki (C), 43.23; 4. Pepper

(C), 43.94; 5. Edgerton (P), 45.75.

100 dash: 1. Ryan Jones (C), 11.41; 2. Colby
Morris, 11.57; 3. Steven Homrich (5), 11.67; 4.
Demetre Lopez (C), 11.79; 5. Drake Jordan (S),

11.85.

200: 1. Homrich (5), 23.13; 2. Morris (C), 23.19;
3. Dierker (5), 23.77; 4. Jones (C), 23.84; 5. I'van

Rhodes (5), 23.87.

400: 1. Lucas Bunting (P), 51.48; 2. M. Schacht

Thursday.

(C), 51.60; 3. Colin McCormack (S), 52.63; 4.

Kevin Mack (S), 53.26; 5. Chase Minshew (5),

53.45.

800: 1. Miles Felton (C), 2:01.19; 2. Max
Rogowski (P), 2:02.68; 3. Evan Johnson (P),
2:08.52; 4. Jonny Dalton (P), 2:09.56; 5. Riley

Doxtader (5), 2:10.55.

1,600: 1. Felton (C), 4:34.43; 2, Rogowski (P),
4:35.85; 3. Derek Gielarowski (P), 4:39.55; 4.
Brandon Dalton (P), 4:46.59; 5. Nick Eiben (P),

4:50.30.

R Toais Ve il b e o g 00~ )

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton’s Akil Wade concentrates might-
ily as he competes in a field event on

-

PREP TRACK & FIELD RESULTS

relay: 1. Pl

Canton, 8:49.33.

Wilson (S), 14-9.

3,200: 1. Gielarowski (P), 9:59.24; 2. Steven
McEvilly (S), 10:04.18; 3. Zane Berlanga (P),
10:20.11; 4. Jeff Molchan (C), 10:22.12; 5. B.
Dalton (P), 10:31.78.

400 relay: 1. Canton (Morris, Smilo, Lopez,
Jones), 44.45; 2. Salem (Drake Jordan, Nonga,
Thomas Crawford, Homrich), 45.18; 800 relay:
1. Canton ‘A’ (Morris, Smilo, Kevin Buford,
Kenny Scott), 1:33.01; 2. Canton ‘C’, 1:38.99; 3.
Plymouth (William Askew II, Bunting, Josh Den-
nard, Alexander Rogers), 1:42.11; 1,600 relay:
1. Plymouth, 3:36.50; 2. Salem (Minshew, Craw-
ford, Amado, Daniels Kairies), 3:36.57; 3,200
outh (Eiben, J. Dalton, Rogowski,
Gielarowski), 8:38.89; 2. Salem (Doxtader,
Minshew, Alex Creekmore, McEvilly), 8:44.33; 3.

2012 CITY MEET
GIRLS RESULTS
April 19 at PCEP

TEAM RESULTS: 1. Plymouth, 81 points; 2.
Salem, 49.5; 3. Canton, 44.5.

Shot put: 1. Amber Warren (Canton), 32 feet,
8 inches; 2. Rebecca Falzon (Salem), 31-7; 3.
Tione Johnson (Plymouth), 31-1; 4. Chyna Wil-
liams (P), 30-5; 5. Taylor Bickers (P), 28-5.

Discus: 1. Williams (P), 106-4; 2. Johnson (P),
100-6; 3. Dana Blankenship (S), 92-5; 4. Kristina
Righter (5), 92-1; 5. Jess Bihn (P), 91-9.

High jump: 1. Taylor Rieckhoff (P), 4-8; 2. (tie)
Morgan Tilley (S), 4-6; Kristen Muir (C), 4-6; Em-
ily Freiburger (P), 4-6; 5. (tie) Sarah Martin (5),
4-3; Allison Walker (S), 4-3; Chelsea Carmody
(C), 4-3; Kelly Whalen (S), 4-3; Jocelyn Moraw
(C), 4-3; Chineze Mbanugo (5), 4-3.

Long jump: 1. Becka Knox (P), 16-1.5; 2.

Pia Simon (C), 16-0; 3. Reagan Engstrom (P),

15-4; 4, Shannon Shaver (P), 14-11.5; 5. Jamyra

_ Pole vault: 1. Engstrom (P), 10-9; 2. Rieckhoff
(P), 10-3; 3. (tie) Nancy Krutty (5), 9-9; Jane Mc-
Curry (P), 9-9; 5. Emily Lang (C), 9-3.

17.21; 2. Maddie Albers (C), 18.07; 3. Shaver
(P), 18.23; 4. Rachel Falzon (S), 18.99; 5. Katie
Lawera (C), 19.47.

300 hurdles: 1. Puckett (P), 48.88; 2. Marina

29.22.

Milad (C), 50.16; 3. Simon (C), 52.61; 4. Rachel
Falzon (5), 52.66; 5. Shaver (P), 52.85.

100 dash: 1. Asia Tate (P), 13.54; 2. Alena
Valetti (€), 13.60; 3. Milena Mandelli (C), 13.77;
4. Anna Lukens (P), 13.82; 5. Wilson (S), 13.86.

200: 1. Knox (P), 26.96; 2. Moraw (C), 28.28; 3.
Valetti (C), 28.68; 4. Mandelli (C), 28.86; 5. (tie)
Kayla Kavulich (5), 29.22; Hannah Dembny (P),

400: 1. Kavulich (5), 59.92; 2. Adrianna Beltran
(S), 1:02.11; 3. Knox (P), 1:04.32; 4. Rachael Hille
(P), 1:05.27; 5. Emily Freiburger (P), 1:06.11.

800: 1. Kavulich (S), 2:26.11; 2. Adrianna Bel-
tran (S), 2:29.92; 3. Katie Grimes (C), 2:30.14; 4.

Nicole Traitses (P), 2:31.68; 5. Hille (P), 2:34.49.

1,600: 1. Kavulich (S), 5:26.77; 2. Muir (C),
5:30.29; 3. Marina DeBiasi (P), 5:35.62; 4. Trait-
ses (P), 5:38.45; 5. Shannon Flynn (5), 5:42.81

3,200: 1. Alejandra Beltran (S), 12:24.93; 2.
Brianna Lax (P), 12:32.28; 3. Flynn (S), 12:43.61;
4, Natasha Stevenson (S), 12:45.99; 5. Rebecca
Lopez (5), 12:49.89.

400 relay: Canton (Caitlin Wakefield, Valetti,
Mandelli, Simon), 53.82; 2. PI
Dembny, Tate, Katie Salanga), 54.19; 3. Salem
(Tilley, Wilson, Rachel Falzon, Mbanugo),
54.85; 800 relay: 1. Canton (Milad, Valetti,
Mandelli, Moraw), 1:52.81; 2. Plymouth (Paige
Slominski, Lukens, Bihn, Salanga), 1:54.78;

3. Salem (Mbanugo, Rachel Falzon, Alex
Tucker, Krutty), 1:57.10; 1,600 relay: 1. Salem
(Adrianna Beltran, Kavulich, Krutty, Blanken-
ship, Elizabeth Tripp), 4:17.38; 2. Plymouth
(Hille, Freiburger, Holly Stark, Knox), 4:20.72; 3.
Canton (Milad, Greer Roberts, Bridget Alaniva,

outh (Lukens,

Moraw), 4:25.86; 3,200 relay: 1. Plymouth

100-meter hurdles: 1. Natalie Puckett (P),
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(DeBiasi, Lax, Traitses, Hille), 10:04.99; 2. Salem
(Tripp, Kavulich, Lopez, Kathryn Binsfeld, Adri-
ana Beltran), 10:16.39; 3. Plymouth, 11:02.33
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slide into home plate.

SOFTBALL

Continued from page B4

Marcero reached on an
infield error in the sixth
and Powell singled off
the glove of shortstop
Lindsay Lutton to put
Gerou into a jam. But she
stopped the trouble right
then and there.

A single to center by
Lexi Epley in the seventh
only delayed the inevita-
ble outcome by one bat-
ter.

Other Plymouth hits
included Giordano's lead-
off double off the center-
field fence in the second,
a two-base hit to left-
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Plymouth catcher Brooke Senkbeil (left) tags out Salem’s Kristin Zink as the runner tries to

center by Brittney Mill-
er in the fourth and sin-
gles in the sixth by Kayla
Rebain and Raylean.

Despite the four-run
differential, Canfield
was impressed by the
Rocks.

“Salem did a great job
keeping our batters off
balance,” she said. “We
had a hard time getting
at her (Marcero) until
the third.”

Plymouth's busy open-
ing week continued with
Friday's home double-
header against KLAA
South Division contend-
er Livonia Churchill and
Saturday’s Farmington
Hills Mercy Tournament.

On Monday, the Wildcats
visit Novi.

Salem was slated to vis-
it Northville Friday for a
twinbill.

PLYMOUTH 7, CHURCHILL
2: On Friday, a five-run fifth
inning carried the host Wild-
cats (2-0, 1-0) to a KLAA South
Division win over Livonia
Churchill (2-2, 0-1) in a game
that was stopped by rain after
six innings.

The second game of the
double-header will be made
up at a later date.

Brittney Miller went 2-for-3,
including a 2-run double
in the fifth inning to lead
Plymouth’s eight-hit attack.

Winning pitcher Elaine Gerou
gave up five hits, struck out
two and did not allow a walk.

online at hometownlife.com

Soggy loss for Plymouth

Livonia Churchill will have to wait
another day to complete its rain-short-
ened baseball doubleheader with host
Plymouth.

But the Chargers earned a 5-3 vic-
tory in the opener as senior left-hand-
er Brent Ochodnicky went all seven
innings, scattering six hits and three
walks while striking out eight.

The Chargers, who improved to 4-

1 overall and 2-0 in the KLAA'’s South
Division, were tied 2-2 with the Wild-
cats (4-2, 0-1) before play was suspend-
ed with a make-up date yet to be deter-
mined.

Ochodnicky, a Madonna Universi-
ty signee, gave up one earned run and
held a 4-3 lead through five innings
in the opener before a 25-minute rain
halted action.

Casey Sudz and Tyler Goble each had
two hits for Plymouth.

Wildcats starter Justin Thompson
gave up four earned runs on seven hits
and three walks in four innings. He
struck out four before giving way to
Brian Schmid.

CANTON 6, NOVI 2: Michael Stafford
was the pitching and hitting hero for
Canton in Wednesday’s victory over
visiting Novi. Stafford smacked a two-
run homer in the sixth inning to sup-
port his five-inning, no-hit pitching per-
formance. He struck out eight Wild-
cats.

The Chiefs scored three times in the
first to get off to a solid start, with
Ryan Bazner’s two-run single the key
hit in the frame.

The victory upped Canton’s record to
5-1 overall and 1-0 in the KLAA South
Division.

On Tuesday, Greg McCurry singled
in the bottom of the seventh to drive in
the winning run in a 4-3 victory over
Grosse Pointe North.

Bazner pitched five innings, with
Jake Miller finishing with a scoreless

seventh to earn the win.

Bill Adams and Alex Cole each
chipped in with two hits.

PCA 3, BAPTIST PARK 1: Plymouth
Christian Academy pitcher Daniel Slat-
er fanned 12 batters and gave up just
one hit in Tuesday’s victory over Taylor
Baptist Park.

The Eagles broke a scoreless game
with two runs in the third. Slater dou-
bled and scored on Daniel Jipping's tri-
ple. Jipping later scored on an error.

PCA tacked on a run in the seventh.
Matt Read reached base on an error,
stole second and third base and came in
on an errant throw.

HVL 17, MACOMB 0: Winning pitch-
er Alex Harris went 2-for-3 with a pair
of doubles and five RBI Thursday as
Westland Huron Valley Lutheran (2-

1, 2-1) rolled to a five-inning mercy-
rule victory over host Warren Macomb
Christian (0-3 MIAC Red).

Harris struck out seven and did not
allow a hit while issuing a walk during
his four-inning stint.

Andrew Reas also added two hits for
the Hawks, while James Farhat and
Keaten Wasburn had the lone hits for
Macomb.

Steven Billings, charged with sev-
en runs on seven hits and a walk in 3.1
innings, took the loss for the Crusaders.

OAKLAND CHRISTIAN 4, HVL 1: Rafa-
el Eigenmann went 3-for-3 with a dou-
ble and two RBI to spark Auburn Hills
Oakland Christian (3-3, 2-1) to a MIAC
Red Division victory Tuesday at West-
land Huron Valley Lutheran (1-1, 1-1).

Winning pitcher Collin O'Connor
went all seven innings, scattering six
hits while striking out 12.

HVL losing pitcher Ryan Schaffer
gave up four runs on six hits. He struck
out six and did not allow a walk.

Alex Harris went 2-for-3 and knocked
in the lone run for the Hawks.

GIRLS TENNIS RESULTS

DUAL MATCH RESULTS
CANTON 6
LIVONIA FRANKLIN 2
April 19 at Canton

No. 1 singles: Carolyn McCullen
(LF) defeated Janani Shanmuga,

6-0, 6-2; No. 2: Jenny Pagador (LF)
def. Hannah Ferree, 6-4, 6-3; No. 3:
Hayley Cook (C) def. Natalie Mays,
6-4, 6-3.

No. 1 doubles: Sydney Leidel-Erin
Fowler (C) def. Jamie Buchanczenko-
Kayla Buchanczneko, 6-3, 6-7, 6-1;
No. 2: Maddison Johnson-Emily Erley
(C) def. Morgan Witherspoon-Anna
Mozota, 6-4, 5-7, 6-3; No. 3: Claire
Babala-Jennifer Ghandow (C) def.
Sarah Godsinzki-Laura Corp, 6-3, 6-2;
No. 4: Jamie Emens-Kinari Shah (C)
def. Kelsey Sitarski-Madison Eisen-
hower, 6-2, 6-3; No. 5: Alexis Ma-
dau-Jasmine Henry (C) def. Amanda
Lyon-Allison Karczynski, 6-1, 6-2.

Franklin’s dual match record: 1-3
overall, 1-2 KLAA South Division.

PLYMOUTH 8
LIVONIA FRANKLIN 1
April 17 at Plymouth

No. 1 singles: Carolyn McCullen
(LF) defeatee Lindsay Stemberger, 6-
1, 6-1; No. 2: Keerthi Chekuri (P) def.
Jenny Pagador, 6-2, 6-3; No. 3: Kirthi
Duraiswamy (P) def. Natalie Mays, 6-
2, 6-2; No. 4: Miranda Cerny (P) def.
Kelsey Sitarski, 6-0, 7-6 (7-1).

No. 1 doubles: Sarah Mitchell-Erin
MacKenzie (P) def. Jamie Buchanc-
zenko-Kayla Buchanczenko, 6-3, 6-3;
No. 2: Marlowe Susselman-Sarah
Gamble (P) def. Morgan Wither-
spoon-Anna Mozota, 6-1, 7-5; No.

3: Sarah Dillon-Katie Bartek (P) def,
Sarah Godsinski-Laura Corp, 6-1, 6-1;
No. 4: Lauren Chipman-Ellie Ander-
son (P) def. Naomi Hedeen-Madison
Eisenhower, 6-2, 6-2; No. 5: Carly
Curvin-Lindsey Dean (P) def. Amanda
Lyon-Allison Karczynski, 6-0, 6-2.

Franklin’s dual match record: 1-2
overall, 1-1 KLAA South Division.

CANTON 9
WESTLAND JOHN GLENN 0
April 17 at John Glenn

No. 1 singles: Janani Shanmuga
(C) defeated Sara Aulidge, 6-1, 6-2;
No. 2: Hanna Herree (C) def. Shaina
Jones, 6-1, 6-1; No. 3: Hayley Cook
(C) def. Montana Graszak, 6-1, 6-2;
No. 4: Maddison Johnson (C) won by
forfeit.

No. 1 doubles: Sydney Leidel-Erin
Fowler (C) def. Ashley llonze-Brea
Stewart, 6-0, 6-0; No. 2: Kristen
Hollingsworth-Emily Erley (C) def.
Jasmine Ivey-Tiana Grafton, 6-0, 6-0;
No. 3: Claire Babala-Jasmine Henry
(C) def. Victoria Silva-Donaji Castro,
6-0, 6-0; No. 4: Jamie Emens-Sinari
Shah (C) def. Ann Koulou-Myesha
Hines, 6-2, 6-0.

Glenn's dual match record: 0-6
overall, 0-2 KLAA South Division.

Plymouth dominant
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in 3-0 week

Not only did Plymouth’s varsity
irls soccer team score a bushel
Il of goals in a trio of victories
last week, opponents were
unable to put a single ball past
goalie Kylie Robb.

The Wildcats (4-1-2) blanked
Saline 3-0 on Friday to cap off
the stellar week.

All three goals came in the
first 20 minutes of play, with
Madi Lewis netting two of
them and Zoe Foster the
other.

That win followed 8-0 routs
of Westland John Glenn and
Livonia Franklin, on Tuesday
and Thursday, respectively.

“1 don't feel like we were
tested this week,” Plymouth
head coach Jeff Neschich said.
“Saline’s always had a good
team, but they didn't have a
good showing tonight.”

Against the Rockets, Lewis,
Megan Peplinski and Amanda
Lopez each scored twice.

Lewis and Lopez each added
two more against Franklin,
with Stephanie Sheridan also
scoring twice.

Neschich said the team will
gear up for a big week in
the KLAA South with games

* and Rosie R

Tuesday against Canton (at
PCEP) and Thursday at Livonia
Churchill.

CANTON 5, CHURCHILL 0:
On Thursday, four first-half
goals carried host Canton to a
KLAA South Division girls soc-
cer win over Livonia Churchill
(1-3-1, 1-1).

Ally Krause paced Canton (2-
0-3, 2-0) with a pair of goals.

Goalkeeper Alexis Ts
glou made 11 saves in setback,
while Rachel Blackney stood
out as an outside defender

owla ed
kudos as an outside attacking
forward.

Churchill coach Dave Hebe-
streit missed the game due to
illness.

NORTHVILLE 5, SALEM 2:
The host Rocks fell behind 4-1
at halftime and were unable
to rally in a KLAA Central Divi-
sion girls soccer matchup.

In the first half, Nancy Krutty
scored on a scrum in front
of the Northville goal, with
Katelynn Krause assisting.

Ali Eggenberger pl
in net, making 10 saves.

well

Salem falls twice;
Wildcats win big

Salem’s varsity girls
lacrosse team dropped a
pair of contests, falling
64 Wednesday to Water-
ford United and 12-8
Monday at Dexter.

In the loss to Waterford,
the Rocks put offensive
pressure and 20 shots on
the opponent goalie. But
only Bridget Kerwin,
Lauren Harber and Jenna
Carter (two goals) found
the back of the net.

“Jenna is becoming
very consistent getting
to the goal and playing
the field with a sense of
emergency by getting to
ground balls and play-
ing uptempo all the time,”
Salem coach Dave Med-
ley said.

Against Dexter, Salem
trailed 84 at halftime and
came on short in a late
attempt to catch up.

Kiersten Vala and Carter
led the offense with three
and two goals, respective-
ly. Netting her first varsi-
ty goal was Kerwin.

PLYMOUTH 16, SALINE 10:
Senior Katie Hill scored seven
goals and picked up a season
high nine draw controls while
Haley Swanson netted six

oals.

Collecting single tallies were -
Shannon Lubin, Jordyn Burdick
and Claire Cox.

“Although we had a ton of
shots on goal and were able
to score a bit, | thought we
won the game by dominating
on draw controls and ground
balls,” coach Bob Hill said.

pecializing in Residential § Commercial Restoration
& Custom Brick Work

Dan’s Custom Brickwork

Call today and save up to $765 on TV! d Sh

1-866-979-2494 "7

One touch of a button

882 York St. ¢ Plymouth, MI 48170

Call 7 days a week Bam - 1) o Code: MBO1)

sends help fast, 24/7.

Life Alert
For a FREE brochure call:

1-866-798-6551

Chimneys & Porches
Repaired and Rebulilt

Tuck Polntlng &
All Other Brick Work

Natural & Cultured
Stone Installation

1.734.416.5425

Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
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