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Bowling 
fundraiser 

Community Work 
Opportunities, LLC 
sponsors a Cosmic 
Bowling fundraiser 6-9 
p.m. Friday, April 20, 
at Super Bowl Lanes in 
Canton. 

Community Work 
Opportunities, head-
quartered in Canton, 
provides support 
services to persons 
with special needs to 
"promote inclusion, 
maximize indepen-
dence and improve 
quality of life." 

Cost for the fund-
raiser is $20, which 
includes two games 
with shoe rental, two 
slices of pizza and a 
beverage. The event 
will also include a 50/50 
raffle, mystery ticket, 
door prizes and a silent 
auction. 

Super Bowl Lanes 
is located at 45100 
Ford Road in Canton. 
For more informa-
tion on the fundraiser, 
call Community Work 
Opportunities at (734) 
981-3709. 

Coffee play 
It's t i t led I Do: A 

Wedding Murder 
Mystery, and it's 
an audience-driven 
production com-
ing 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Apri l 15, to the Shyre 
Coffeehouse, 7253 
N. Canton Center in 
Canton. 

Directed by Tom 
Mattison, it's a wed-
ding murder mystery 
show featur ing come-
dic actors who rely on 
audience participa-
t ion Matt ison calls it 
a "classic whodun i t " 
w i th a funny, modern 
twist. It's done by lo-
cal improv actors. 

Tickets are $10 and 
available at the door. 
Matt ison directs a 
group called Follow-
ing Your Heart Play-
ers. For more infor-
mation, Matt ison said 
to send an e-mail to 
fyhplayers@yahoo. 
com. 

Truth telling 
The Muslim com-

munity in Canton 
sponsors a forum, 
"What is the Truth 
about Islam and 
Muslims in America?" 
7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Apri l 19. 

The event takes 
place at the Canton 
Public Library, 1200 
S. Canton Center in 
Canton. 

The public is invit-
ed, and refreshments 
wi l l be provided. 
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Local canine officers Rocco, Thor, Jethro and Miranda came to honor Pancho. Their human partners are 
Officer J.P. Page of Flat Rock Police Department Officer Kenneth Robinson of Canton PD, and Officers Paul 
Adams and Dave Werner of St Joe's Security. 

Pooch patrol 
Pancho retires in Canton K-9 switch 

By Darrell Clem 
Obierver Staff Writer 

He's 11 years old, but he has a nose for solv-
ing crimes. 

He has investigated armed robbenes. home 
invasions, homicides and drug cases, and he 
has tracked down missing children. 

Pancho, a Canton police canine who tends to 
draw more attention than his human partner, 
Officer Bryan Szostak, is hanging up his badge 
and ending a nine-year career. 

"He's ready to retire." Szostak said Tuesday 
evening, moments before the German shep-
herd received a tail-wagging sendoff during a 
Canton Tbwnship Board of Trustees meeting. 
"He spends a lot of his time sleeping now. He's 
not as eager to get up and go.", 

Pancho will stay behind at home while 
Szostak's new canine-in-training partner, Hoss, 
goes off to work with him. 

"Hoss is a good student, but he's got some big 
paws to fill with Mr. Pancho," said Terry Foley, 
owner of the Wayne-based K-9 Academy TVain-
ing Facility, where crime-fighting canines for 
58 police departments and hospital security 
forces have earned their badges. 

And, yes, Hoss takes his name after the tele-
vision renin character of Bonanza fame. 

Please see PANCHO, A2 

Township Clerk Terry Bennett presents Officer 
Bryan Szostak and Pancho with his retired canine 
officer badge. 

It's official: 
Water rates 
set to drop 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

As expected. Canton residents will 
see their water-sewer rates decrease 
for the first time in 28 years follow-
ing a sweeping vote of support "Ries-
day by the Canton Tbwnship Board 
of Ttustees. 

Starting May 1, the 2.3-percent 
decrease trims $8.15 off the aver-
age quarterly bill of $351 for a typi-
cal household using 32,283 gallons of 
water. That amounts to $32.60 a year. 

"I think it's good news that our tax-
payers and citizens can receive a break 
on their water bills, which have been 
going up and up and up every year," 
Thistee John Anthony said Wednesday. 

Anthony, a longtime critic of rates 
imposed by the Detroit Water and Sew-
erage Department said he remains 
"cautiously optimistic of what will hap-
pen next year" and beyond, yet he 
embraced the one-year rate decrease. 

"It's something our citizens 
deserve," he said. "I consider this 
significant because it hasn't hap-
pened in 28 years. I never expected 
there would be a rate decrease, even 
though it's small. It's great news." 

Anth6ny attributed the rate 
decrease to Canton's efforts — ear-
lier outlined by Municipal Servic-
es Director Tim Faas — to rein in 
expenses that declined or remained 
flat for water-system operations and 
maintenance, water billing, capital 
costs and a workforce restructuring. 

Supervisor Phil LaJoy agreed. 
"I think it's important, especial-

ly in these (economically challeng-
ing) times," LaJoy said, adding later, 
"We're making sure we're managing 
the system well, so we've been able 
to give people a little bit of a break." 

Meanwhile, Faas said the township 
has ramped up its education efforts 
to try to convince water consumers 
with automated irrigation systems 
to water lawns between the hours of 
midnight and 6 a.m. Shifting lawn-
watering to those hours could ease 
water-sewer rates by shifting usage 
away from peak daytime hours. 

Faas said township employees 
have placed notices on doors of 
water consumers, especially on Can-
ton's west side, where newer subdi-
visions have been built. 

"That's where most of the (automat-
ed) irrigations systems are," he said. 
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Interfaith group follows 9/11 
event with debut health fair 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

After marking the 10th anniver-
sary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
by assembling diverse rehgious 
groups at the Canton Mosque, a 
group dubbed Interfaith Com-
munity Outreach has unveiled its 
next project by announcing a free 
health fair for adults who lack 
enough insurance coverage to pay 
for basic health screenings. 

ICO, representing a patchwork 
of faith-based groups in Canton 
and Plymouth, has confirmed the 

health fair for 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 21, at Geneva Pres-
byterian Church,5835 N. Sheldon 
north of Ford Road, in Canton. 

ICO has spearheaded the health 
fair as a way to broaden its efforts 
to pool resources of faith-based 
organizations to strengthen and 
serve the community. 

"We serve the community by 
working together in faith and help-
ing others," ICO member Anne 
Marie Graham-Hudak said. 

Area residents who have no 

Please see FAIR, A3 

Not quite 
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Orchard Lake St. Mary's infielders get out of the way after tagging 
out Canton baserunner James Hall during Tuesda/s second game 
of a non-league twinbill. The Chiefs swept the Eaglets. For details, 
please turn to sports, page B1. 

Low Rates on 
Used Car Loans! 

as low as 
PLYMOUTH C A N T O N NORTHVILLE N O V I 

www.c fcu .org 

(877) 937-2328 
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FINANCIAL 
right here right for you 

•Payment The monthly paymant up to 60 montht would be about $266 14 anummg 2 49% Annual Parcantage Rate (APR). 2010 m o d e l yeh ide, loan amount 
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PANCHO 
Continued from page A1 

In the spotlight 1\ies-
day, Pancho graceful-
ly accepted his retire-
ment badge and a year's 
pass to Canton's dog park 
from township Clerk Ter-
ry Bennett, then prompt-
ly flopped down on a 
new doggie bed Szostak 
bought for him. 

Pancho earned whim-
pers of support — or 
was it envy? — as Can-
ton police canine Thor, 
accompanied by Officer 
Ken Robinson, watched 
along with their counter-
parts from Farmington 
Hills, Flat Rock and St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital. 

After the ceremony 
had ended, Pancho and 
friends shared a doggie 
cake made by Three Dog 
Bakery of Plymouth. 

Szostak couldn't count 
the number of cases he 
and Pancho have solved 
together. He recalled one 
recent case in which Pan-

Library ushers in Earth Day celebration 

BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Every retirement party has a cake, right? 

cho tracked down three 
Washtenaw County sus-
pects accused of robbing 
a pizza delivery work-
er, shooting him and leav-
ing him near death on the 
street. 

Pancho and Szostak 
have searched over 1,500 
vehicles for drugs and 
other crime evidence. 
When the pair goes to 
places such as Canton's 
Liberty Fest or the local 
Meijer store, it's always 
the same story. 

CMld Care witli 
a Guarantee? 

We're the only Learning- Center 
with an exclusive guarantee! 

Try us FREE for 1 week* 
with no financial obligation 
We believe that you and your child will 
low our l*arninir and fun-fUied center 
eo much that we are willing to take 
all the rlak through Tutor Time. After 
you enroll, it you become dlaeatisfled 
with our eervloe for any reason, we 
will refund your tuition, no queetlone 
aaked. Aak ua about our exdtinff 
details at time of enrollment. 

S-star 
"Pa e m oertificato 

(valued at $15 qq) 
Jumt tor mtoppiag b 

•nd U k l n * a tour 

PLYMOUTH T O W N S H I P 
1 6 2 2 5 Hag-gerty Road 
(S Mile <Sc Hagjforty) 
7 3 4 . 4 8 0 . 2 7 0 0 

TuToR TiHE 
CHUU CAM / LCANMWO CCOTlft* 
tutortiiiMplyiBoathUrwQahip.eom 

"The people know Pan-
cho's name but they don't 
know mine," Szostak said. 

It's a dog's world, after 
all. 

Pancho has been fearless 
as he helped solve count-
less crimes, though he has 
frightened more than a few 
suspects into surrender. 
Szostak's wife, Michele, 
said it's a different story at 
home. "He's a lap dog." 
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By Darrell Clem 
Obierver Staff Writer 

Imagine a place where 
visitors can see a live bat 
up-close, learn ways to 
combat rising gas prices, 
get tips for healthy lawns, 
find tantalizing vegetarian 
recipes and create nesting 
spots to attract birds. 

It all happens as the 
Canton Public Library 
uses Earth Day — Sun-
day, April 22 — as a 
springboard for a week of 
nature-friendly activities 
and programs for patrons 
of all ages. 

It marks the fourth year 
of Earth Day celebrations 
that have become one of 
the hallmarks of the bus-
tling library at 1120 S. 
Canton Center Road. 

"It's something our com-
munity has demonstrat-
ed an interest in," Laurie 
Golden, the library's mar-
keting and communica-

OBSERVER 
N E W S P A P E R S 

-W.VTg L/.T-l i ii liB Ifc 
c ) GANNETT 

WHKHK HOMETOWN STOHIfcB UNFOLD 

HOW TO REACH US 
Home Delivery/Customer Service 1-866-88 PAPER (866-887-2737) 

Newsroom {313) 222-2223 Fax (313) 223-3318 

Classified Advertising 1 •800-579-501 (800-579-7355) 

Display Advertising (734) 582-8363 

v is i t us on l ine a t h o m e t o w n l r f e . c o m 

615 West Lafayette, Detroit, Ml 48226 

tions manager, said. "One 
of our core values is to be 
'green' ourselves. It's part 
of our mission." 

Admission is free, and 
patrons don't have to reg-
ister. It's the library's way 
to promote a green planet 
and healthy lifestyles as 
Earth Day 2012 arrives. 

Golden called the Earth 
Day programs "one of 
our more popular pro-
gramming series" packed 
with special events for all 
ages in the library's Com-
munity Room. 

Consider 
• Titled "Bats! Owls! 

Flying Foxes!: The Orga-
nization for Bat Conser-
vation," a program slated 
for 2-3 p.m. Sunday, April 
22, allows patrons to see 
and learn about some of 
Michigan's animals that 
wake up after most peo-
ple go to bed. OBC will 
reveal information about 
Michigan's native noc-
turnal creatures and how 
they develop tools for 
survival. The presenta-
tion includes live animals. 

• "Living Green in 
Southeast Michigan" is 
set for 7-8:30 p.m. Mon-
day, April 23. Grant-
on Brooks, communi-
cations specialist from 
SEMCOG (the Southeast 
Michigan Council of Gov-
ernments) shares earth-
friendly promts support-
ed by SEMCOG. an orga-
nization that declares 
Ozone Action Days for 
the region, sponsors 
Michigan Rideshare pro-
grams to save energy 
and conducts studies of 
water run-off. Attendees 

are expected to learn how 
SEMCOG helps in every-
day life. 

• "Composting & 
Healthy Lawns" is set for 
7-8:30 p.m. TUesday, April 
24. It features Mary Van-
gieson, department man-
ager of the Wayne County 
Public Services Depart-
ment, who shares her 
experiences with earth-
friendly composting and 
healthy lawn tips. 

• "Vegetarian Eating for 
Everyone" happens 7-8:30 
p.m. Wednesday, April 25, 
and features a local busi-
ness, Fat Chef in a Lit-
tle Coat, offering ideas for 
preparing tasty yet healthy 
food for those who want to 
improve their eating hab-
its. The session promises 
vegetarian dishes everyone 
can appreciate. 

• "Attracting Backyard 
Wildlife" is scheduled 
for 7-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 26. It's intended for 
people who want to attract 
birds and other creatures 
to their yards by using 
feeders, houses, baths 
and other items. Attend-
ees will create their own 
nestball to attract nesting 
birds. Children should be 
accompanied by a parent 
or caregiver. 

• The movie The Lorax, 
the 1972 animated ver-
sion of the Dr. Seuss sto-
ry, caps the weeklong 
Earth Day celebration 4-
5:15 p.m. Friday, April 27, 
with a special screening. 

For more informa-
tion on the Canton Public 
Library and its programs, 
go to www.cantonpl.org 
or caU (734) 397-0999. 
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WHY BE CATHOLIC? 
M 
H 
M 
M 
M The exciting monthly series of personal stories and m 

testimonies continues Its 3rd season with an 
outstanding roster of new speakers, sure to bring 

rewarding new insights to your own faith life. 

Monday, 
April 16 at 7 PM 

Deb K mast 

H 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
H 
H H M 
M 
M 
M 
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H 

Baptized Catholic, Deb Kinast "tried on' 
several faiths before becoming a 

devout Baptist, Intent on attending the 
first Why Be Catholic program to convince M 

Steve Ray, a devout Baptist convert, 
how foolhardy his conversion to 

Catholicism had been. 

AU ARE WELCOME! 

No Charge, No Reservations 

;; St. Michael the Archangel Church 
11441 H u b b a r d Rd. 
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** ;osp 
Get In the best shape of your life and 

help your team win $1,000! 
Monday April 16- Saturday May 26 

Teams of 4-5 people. Each participant receives a T-Shirt, 
Unlimited boot camp sessions, nutrition Information, workout 

plans, and weekly motivational/educational e-mails. 

Cost $129 per person. 
Register at www.fitnessandsport5perfom1ance.com 

or at the initial weigh in 

Initial weigh in: 
Monday April 16th at 6:30pm in the Salem High School Gym 

Boot Camps at 
Salem High School starting Tuesday April 17th; 

• 5:30-6:1 Sam Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
n % . r « i ' | • 2:45-3:30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
B u I p • 6:30-7:15pm Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

• Saturday TBD 

Contact Tiffany for more Information: 734-255-0103 
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\ CHINA GARDEN 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

CANTONESE & SZECHUAN 

• DINE IN • CARRYOUT 
• DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

734-844-1733 
HOURS 

Mon-Thurs 11am-9:30pm 
Friday 11:00 am-10:30 pm 

Saturday 12:00 Noon-10:30 pm 
Sunday 12:00 Noon-9:30 pm 
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www.chinagardencanton.com 

Pride St Tradition 
Go Into Our Authentic Italian Dishes 

' 
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• Pizza • Entrees / 

' F a s t a s • S a I a d s I E N T I R E T I T V 
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FAIR 
Continued from page A1 

health coverage or who 
lack sufficient insurance 
may attend to receive 
screenings for diabe-
tes, blood pressure, heart 
issues, dental hygiene, 
impaired vision and 
potential urology prob-
lems, among other issues, 
Graham-Hudak said. 

Getting help 
Social workers plan to 

attend to help uninsured 
people learn ways they 
might seek additional help, 
she said, and the health 
fair includes informational 
sessions on topics ranging 
from nutrition to yoga 

ICO's health fair has 
drawn numerous spon-
sors such as Christ the 
Good Shepherd Church, 
Geneva Presbyteri-
an, Hindu Balagokulam, 
Muslim Community of 
Western Suburbs, the 
Singh Sabha (Sikh) Gur-

dwara of Michigan, St. 
Thomas a'Becket Church, 
Oakwood Hospital and 
the Canton Community 
Foundation (CCD-

Anyone who plans to 
attend is urged to sign up 
by sending an e-mail to 
plymouthcantonico@yahoo. 
com or by picking up a flier 
at the sponsor locations. 

The health fair comes 
after CCF commissioned a 
study in 2010 by two Uni-
versity of Michigan mas-
ter's-degree level Ross 
Business School students 
who found a need for free, 
charity health care in the 
Canton area, despite mis-
conceptions by many that 
there isn't a need for help 
in the community. 

"There is definitely a 
need to have access to 
have (free) health care 
and affordable health 
care," CCF President 
Joan Noricks said. 

Faith based 
During the 9/11 remem-

brance hosted last Septem-

ber by the Muslim Commu-
nity of Western Suburbs at 
the Canton Mosque at Palm-
er and Lotz, many attendees 
indicated they hoped the 
Interfaith Community Out-
reach group would contin-
ue to sponsor events linking 
diverse faith-based groups 
together to improve the 
community. 

The 9/11 event also 
included a food and cloth-
ing drive to help the com-
munity at large. 

Graham-Hudak said any-
one who wants to donate to 
ICO to support its commu-
nity outreach programs 
may do so through the 
Canton Community Foun-
dation, where a fund has 
been established. 

Donations may be sent 
to Interfaith Commu-
nity Outreach, do Can-
ton Community Founda-
tion, 50430 School House 
Road, Suite 200, Canton, 
MI 48187. 

For more information 
on ICO. go to www.ico-
canton.byethost22.com. 

L A K E S 
P C I 

A Different Way to 
A p r i l 13 l p m - 8 p m 

A p r i l 14 10 a m - 6 p m 

A p r i l 15 11 a m - 5 p m 

$7 admission 
Free for Children 12 & under 

/ — S U B U R B A N C O L L E C T I O N 

"£) S H O W P L A C E 
46100 Grand River Ave 

Novi. Ml 

• Over 200 artists & displays 

• Ar t is t demonstrations 

• International food cafe 

• Musical entertainment 

• Generat ion-Next young 

artist display 

FREE PARKING 
.GreatLakesAriFai r .com 

Friday i s ^ ^ w L a d i e s Day Out 
50% off Admission! 

Ladies Only. No other discount applies. 

SATURDAY • APRIL 1 4 , 2 0 1 2 • 1-3 p.m. 

The Village of Redford invites you to 
attend our Spring Open House Take 
a tour of our 33 acre continuing care 
retirement community which offers 
independent living apartments and 
cottages, assisted living studios and 
suites as well specialized care for 
memory support, private short stay 
rehabilitation rooms and skilled 
nursing services Included in the 
tour will be our newly renovated 
and reinvigorated Heritage Court 
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The Village of 

Redford 
A SENIOR L IV ING COMMUNITY 

For more Information 
call 313.531.6874 

T7Y# 800.649.3777 

www.pvm.org 

Village of Redford is located 
on Six Mil? Road just east of 

Beech Daly in Redford 

25330 West Six Mile Road 
Redford, Michigan 48240 

Enjoy the finest senior living in Redford! 
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MOVE-IN 
SPECIALS 

for leases signed 
before 4/30/12 

SEALY GENUINE 
MEMORY FOAM 

SUPER VALUE 
PRICED 

Starting 
at 

Leave it to Sealy to create 
the world's finest 

memory foam mattress 
After years of devlopement and research within the 

memory foam mattress market, Sealy has created just 
what you have been looking for a great nights sleep! 

ONE WELK ONLY 

OVER 5 0 % OFF 
Twin was J899 N O W s 3 9 9 
Full was s999 N O W $ 4 9 9 
Queen was s1099 N O W $ 4 9 9 
King was s1399 N O W s 6 9 9 

BONUS! 
2 FREE 
Memory 

Foam Pillows 
($100 Value) 

with any Scaly Memory 
Foam Mattress purchase. 

Posturepedk $"i O Q 
Mattresses \ J J 

Any Size- Reg. *399 

QUICK - EASY—IN STOCK 
Posturpedic Twin Mattress...$199 Twin Box...$199 
Posturpedic Full Mattress... $199 Full Box...$199 
Posturpedic Queen Mattress...$199 Queen Box...$199 
Posturpedic King Mattress...$199 King Box...$199 ea. 

If you are looking for the most reasonably priced Sealy Posturpedic mattresses in 
ALL of Michigan, you came to the right place! This Sealy Posturepedk Special 

priceing is for In-Stpck purchases made at any of our J 3 locations. Sold in sets only. 

Sealy 
Mattresses 

Any Size- Reg. *199 

QUICK - EASY—IN STOCK 
Sealy Twin Mattress...$99>5 Twin Box...$999i 

Sealy Full Mattress...599" Full Box...S99'5 

Sealy Queen Mattress...$99" Queen Box... $99" 
Sealy King Mattress... $9995 King Box...$99"ea. 

If you are looking for the most reasonably priced Sealy Posturpedic mattresses in 
ALL of Michigan, you came to the right place! This Sealy Posturepedk Special 

priceing is for In-Stock purchases made at any of our IS locations. Sold in sets only. 
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Nattreu 
& Futon 
thoppc 

Ann Artor - East 
4563 Wishtenaw Rd. 
(1 Mile East of US-23) 

734-975-9200 

Ann Artor - West 
2111 W. SUdlum Blvd. 
(Liberty & W. S tad ium) 

734-222-9472 

Brighton 
6688 WWtmore Lake Rd. 

(Lm Rd. & US-23) 
810-229-3108 

Deartom 
Falrtane Town Center 

(Upper level nert to JC Penney) 
313-593-1500 

Uvonla 
31629 Plymoutti Rd. 

(Across from East Side Marios) 
734-425-1500 

Novi 
26160 Ingersol Drive 

(S. ol 1-96 In Novi Town Center) 
248-348-5494 

Royal Oak 
28074 N, Woodward 

(Next to Naked Furniture) 
248-414-6909 

Royal Oak 
32767 Woodward 

(1 block S. of 14 Mile) 
248-549-1951 

Rosevllle 
32098 Gritlot 

(Across from Macomb Mall) 
588-294-8380 

Souttigate 
17820 Eureka Rd. 

(Across from Ray Hunter) 
734-281-7766 

0 % 
Financing 
Available 
To qualified 
customers. 

See store lor details. 

Taylor 
23650 Eureka Rd. 

(Across from Value City) 
734-287-0454 

Troy 
3536 Rochester Rd. 

(Blfl Beaver & Wattles) 
248-743-1088 

Watertord 
4685 W. Walton Blvd. 
(Ned to McDonald's) 

248-673-1160 

Visit us a t www.mattressandfutonshoppe.com 

http://www.pvm.org
http://www.mattressandfutonshoppe.com
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Players in Woods' 
Spotlight Players presents the Steven Sondheim musical 'Into the 
Woods' April 20-22 and April 27-29 at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill 
in Canton. 'Into The Woods' intertwines the plots of several Brothers' 
Grimm fairy tales with an original story of a childless Baker and his 
Wife, who set the plot in motion by attempting to reverse a curse on 
their family in order to have a child. The cast features a variety of actors 
from the Canton and Plymouth area. Show times are 8 p.m. Fridays, 2 
and 8 p.m. Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. The Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill is located at 50400 Cherry Hill in Canton. Tickets are $18 for adults, 
$16 for seniors and students under 19. 

"Around Canton" is designed to an-
nounce upcoming events taking place 
in the community. Items will run on a 
space-available basis. Send details to 
bkadnch@hometovvnlife.com 

STROLLING BRIDAL SHOW 
Date/Time: Saturday, April 28, 
1-4 p.m. 
Location; Showroom of Elegance, 
6018 Canton Center, Canton 
Details: As wedding season ap-
proaches, Showroom of Elegance 
has decided to host a "Mix and 
Mingle: Strolling Bridal Fashion 
Show and Mini-Expo." More than 
10 vendors will take over the 
building, providing information to 
help brides plan their special day. 
Models wearing the latest fashions 
in bridal gowns and bridesmaid's 
dresses will be strolling through 
the crowd, provided by Diane's 
Dream Brides of Livonia. Admis-
sion is free for everyone Vendors 
include You're The Bride event 
planner, Shea Sounds, Vintner's 
Canton Winery and more. 
Contact: RSVPs recommended 
(though not required) at (734) 
207-1906 

BIGGEST LOSER 
Date/Time: first weigh-in Mon-
day, April 16, 6:30 p.m. 

Location: Salem High School gym 
Details: Fitness and Sports Perfor-
mance sponsors its second Biggest 

Loser contest. Anyone age 18 and 
older is eligible, and can enter as 
individuals or part of a team. The 

team that loses the largest percent-
age of body weight in the six-week 
contest wins $1,000. A donation of 
$1 per pound lost will be do-
nated to "No Student Athlete Left 
Behind." One perk to the contest 
Unlimited participation in "boot 
camps" at Salem High School. 
Contact: For more information, 
visit www.fltnessandsportsperfor-
mance.com or call (734) 255-0103. 

ALL SAINTS EVENT 
Date/Time: Wednesday, April 18, 
6-8 p.m. 
Location: All Saints Catholic 
School, 48735 Warren in Canton 
Details: All Saints Catholic School 
hosts an open house for prospec-
tive families. Parents who are 
interested in learning more about 
All Saints can tour the school and 
meet faculty, staff and parents of 
current students. All Saints boasts a 
modern facility with "smart board" 
technology for every grade, all 
new computers and workstations, 
and a mobile computer lab with 30 
netbook computers. The school also 
maintains an average class size of 
21 students and offers a variety of 
activities and leadership opportuni-
ties for all grade levels. 
Contact: Visit www.allsaintscs. 

com or call (734) 459-2490. 

PROM DRESS SALE 
Date/Time: Saturday, April 21, 9 
a.m. to noon. 
Location: Plymouth High School 
Details: The second annual 
Prom Dress Sale is looking for 
donations of long or short formal 
dresses, shoes, jewelry and purses. 
Any items to be donated can be 
dropped off in the general office at 
Plymouth High School, 8400 Beck 
Road, Canton. Last year, more than 
100 girls went home with a dress. 
Contact: Lisa Bernages, (734) 
582-5553 

SLAVENS COFFEE 
Date/Time: April 16, 5-6 p.m. 
Location: Daydream Cafe, 47192 
Michigan Ave., Canton 
Details: State Rep. Dian Slavens, 
D-Canton, invites residents to join 
her for a cup of coffee and con-
versation at one of her upcoming 
coffee hours. Slavens hosts regular 
coffee hours and town hall meet-
ings throughout Canton Township, 
Belleville and Van Buren Township. 
Contact: Call toll free at (888) 
347-8021 or send an e-mail to 
DianSlavens0house.mi.gov with 
any questions or concerns. 

r\ .SPRINGTIME r R E S H l j 
^ 

Premium QucUity 

GLAZED 
POTS 

30% OFF 

t v •HPANSIES 
4" pot reg. $4.99 

Juat . 
$1.99 

1 4 " BOWLS $ 1 9 . 9 9 
2 0 " WINDOW BOX 
reg. $24.99 NOW $ 1 9 . 9 9 

HOUSE PLANTS ARE IN! 
Freshen-up your indoor living space 

PERENNIALS 
E a r l y - b l o o m i n g , 

i n F u l l Color! 

734-453-5500 
www.pljnn0uthnurser7.net 
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5 
Offers Expire 4/18/12 

T PLYMOUTH 
1 NURSERY 

HOME & GARDEN SHOWPLACE 

JO 9900 Ann Arbor Road W. 
7 Miles West of I 27$ • 1 1/2 Mi ld South of M 14 

Cornet of Golfrtdjon Rd. 

ST. MARY MERCY 
\ 0 LIVONIA 

SAINT JOSEPH MFBCY HEAITH SYSTEM 

T h e N a t i o n ' s Leading Senior E R P r o g r a m 

"My dad saw the doctor, nurse, social worker and pharmacist In one visit." 

Our unique team approach combines physicians and nurses certified 

in geriatric emergency medicine. Every patient receives a personalized 
irealment plan, which includes resources from case managers, a 

pharmacy review of medications and additional support for physical, 

emotional and spiritual needs. 

Isn't it time yvu Discover Remarkable? 

stjoeshealth.org • 800-231-2211 

DISCOVER llii-
REMARKABLE 

"I Want the Best for My Dad 

are <3? ^Pnve, 
swrt 

UClHStO 

Full Assistance with 

Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 

in a Small Home-like Setting 

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents 

eaUst thing* tve provide 

• Highly Competitive inclusive Rates 

• 24 Hour Professional Staffing 
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free 
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day 
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner 
• Medication Management 
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
• Beauty & Barber Shop 
• Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 

CrystaC Creef^ 
Assisted Living 

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187 
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads) 

www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com 

Have More Fun At r 

orthville Downs 
www. HorthfilleDowns. com 

Earn Triple Points 
Wagering On 
Live Racing! 

Every Friday 
& Saturday 
Post Time 7pm 

Chances to Win $100K every Friday & Saturday Night 

The Best in Simulcast Wagering 7 Days a Week 

Check out the New Menu at the Clubhouse Restaurant! 

Call for reservations! 

And Our P o k e r R O O f f l is Better Than Ever! 

Start playing at 10am! Tournaments every night at 7pm. 

Poker Room Proceeds Benefit South Lyon High School Band 

License #M72873, April 12-14, 2012 

FREE Parking & Admission 
At the corner of Seven Mile and Sheldon In Northville. 

For Clubhouse Dinner Reservations call; 

(248)349-1000 

TRIPLEI 
POINTS 

Earn Triple Points 
Wagering on 
Live Racing at 

Northville Downs 

S 8 

mailto:bkadnch@hometovvnlife.com
http://www.allsaintscs
http://www.pljnn0uthnurser7.net
http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
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Woman claims ex-boyfriend stabbed her, fled 
By Darrcll Clem 
Obietver Staff Writer 

A 22-year-old Canton wom-
an told police her ex-boyfriend 
stabbed her Sunday morning in 
the left buttocks area, in what 
police described as a non-life-
threatening injury. 

Police received a call short-
ly before 9 a.m. Sunday from 
St. Mary Mercy Hospital in 
Livonia, where the woman was 
treated and released following 
a domestic dispute. Detective 
Sgt. Dave Schreiner said. 

According to the victim, the 
incident happened while her ex-

boyfriend was visiting her on 
Edinburgh, in the Village Squire 
apartment complex northwest 
of Lotz and Ford roads. 

The woman told police the 
accused suspect, who fled the 
scene, had permission to visit 
her apartment, Schreiner said. 

"Officers were called to St. 

Mary Hospital to meet with a 
victim who was there for inju-
ries she said were caused dur-
ing an (alleged) assault." Sch-
reiner said. 

The woman told police she 
had been stabbed in the left 
buttocks area. She told author-
ities the alleged assailant was 

her 23-year-old former boy-
friend. 

The man fled the scene and 
hadn't been arrested early 
this week. Schreiner said it is 
believed the man has several 
warrants out for his arrest. 

ddemOhometownlife com | (313) 222-2236 

CRIME WATCH 

Postal f raud 

1 Canton detectives 
were continuing to 

investigate a postal fraud 
case with help from U.S. 
Post Office authorities. 

The case unfolded after 
a Canton resident noti-
fied police TUesday, April 
3, after a suspicious vehi-
cle approached mailbox-
es in the Cherry Hill-
Beck area. Police stopped 
the vehicle and began to 
question the driver and 
passenger until the driv-
er suddenly sped off, 
according to a police 
statement. 

Police pursued the sus-
pect's vehicle to a shop-
ping center parking lot 
near Michigan Avenue 
and Canton Center, where 
the two suspects ran from 
the vehicle and were 
caught following a chase 
on foot. One was Tasered 
by a pursuing officer. 

Police found in the vehi-
cle what was described as 
a large amount of items 
that appeared related to 
criminal activity. 

TVs taken 

2One suspect was 
arrested and anoth-

er was cited for reckless 
driving after an incident 
involving the theft of 
two televisions from the 
Walmart store on Michi-
gan Avenue just west of 
Belleville Road. 

The incident happened 
about 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
April 4. 

A police officer went 
to Walmart following 
reports from loss preven-
tion employees that a sus-
pect tried to flee the store 
with two televisions. As 
an officer arrived, he 
saw employees pointing 
toward a fleeing black 
Tbyota vehicle. The offi-
cer stopped the vehicle, 
which had reportedly 
nearly hit a pedestrian. 

According to a police 
report, the suspect • 
accused of taking the TVs 
left the store and was 
approached by employ-
ees. He threw punch-
es and knocked a female 
worker to the ground 
and stepped on her arm 
before fleeing the build-
ing, the report said. 

One suspect was arrest-
ed for stealing the televi-
sions. The other was cited 
for reckless driving. 

Home invasion 

3A man told police 
someone took sever-

al items included a .32-
caliber, six-shot revolv-
er from his residence in 
the 1800 area of Rector 
Court, southeast of Palm-
er and Canton Center, • 
sometime Friday or Sat-
urday. 

The man said someone 
stole his DVD player case 

Shf'JJon 
C(nl«r Rd 

1 
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just inside the front door 
of his residence. He had 
placed inside the case a 
DVD player, a passport, 
a taxi driver's license, a 
GPS unit, medical papers 
and the gun, which had 
five rpunds in it. 

He questioned his 
grandson, who had com-
pany over, but the grand-
son know nothing about 
the theft. 

W i n d o w smashed 
/I A police report said 

^Tthe front entrance 
window of Cottage Inn 
Pizza, on Canton Cen-
ter near the intersection 
of Sheldon Center, was 
found smashed out short-

ly before 8 a.m. Monday. 
A caller notified 

police of the incident. 
Police found what was 
described as a large boul-
der just inside the door. 
The owner came to the 
scene and reported a 42-
inch television was miss-
ing. 

Car chase 

5Police called off a 
vehicle chase after a 

female driver led offi-
cers at speeds of 70-90 
mph following a stolen 
car incident that led to 
the pursuit shortly before 
3:30 a.m. last Thursday 
near on south 1-275 near 
Ford Road. 

The incident began in 
Plymouth Township and 
Canton picked up the pur-
suit, according to a police 
report. 

The woman, driving a 
silver Saturn Vue, report-
edly changed lanes a few 
times on 1-275 and hit 
the brakes in an erratic 
manner. Another officer 
joined the case at south-
bound 1-275 at Michigan 
Avenue. 

The woman got off the 
interstate and led police 
at speeds of 70-90 on 
eastbound Ecorse Road 
before authorities termi-
nated the chase, a police 
report said. 

Bad checks 

6A suspect police say 
had previously passed 

counterfeit checks at the 
Walmart store on Michi-
gan Avenue just west of 
Belleville Road could be 
facing charges following 
an incident that happened 
1\iesday, April 3. 

Loss prevention 
employees reported the 
suspect had returned to 
the store and another sus-
pect's vehicle was in the 
parking lot. 

Police questioned a 
man in the parking lot 
who was evasive. PoUce 
noticed him destroying 
what appeared to be evi-
dence related to the inci-
dent. Moreover, the sus-

pect refused to follow the 
officer's directions and 
then resisted the officer 
both verbally and physi-
cally. 

Officers subsequently 
recovered multiple items 
of evidence that appeared 
related to criminai activi-
ty previously reported by 
Walmart. The investiga-
tion was continuing. 

Larceny war ran t 

7Police stopped a driver 
on Michigan Avenue 

east of Denton around 8 
p.m. Friday after check-
ing a license plate and 
realizing the car owner 
was wanted for a felony 
warrant out of Ypsilanti 
for larceny from a build-
ing, a police report said. 

An office smelled a 
strong odor of marijua-
na after making the stop, 
though none was found in 
the vehicle. 

The man was turned 
over to Ypsilanti author-
ities, who found marijua-
na hidden in his clothing 
when a search was con-
ducted at the police sta-
tion, a report said. 

The suspect was cited 
for possession of mari-
juana in Canton and was 
in custody in Ypsilanti for 
the warrant there. 

Compiled by Staff Writer 
Darrell Clem from Canton 
Police Department reports. 

World-class doctors have a new home 
and its right down the street-fVouh i^ours. 

K J C 

Finding a doctor you can trust, can be 

overwhelming. The St. John Providence Physician 

Network makes this a little easier. Our doctors 

are among the most skilled and knowledgeable 

in Southeast Michigan and are now in your 

neighborhood. To schedule an appointment at our 

Providence Medical Center - Garden City, call the 

number listed below. 

Janet Mullings, MD 
Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Preventative women's care, 

prenatal and childbirth 

services, minimally-invasive 

gynecological surgery 

(248) 569-7790 

SrlOHN P R O V I D E N C E 
PROVIDENCE M E D I C A L C E N T E R 

HEALTH SYSTEM 
Garden City 

A P A S S I O N for H E A L I N G 

2020 Middlebelt Rd., 

Garden City, Ml 48135 Ford Wd 

S 
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Former Plymouth resident named a 
'nightingale' for nursing excellence 
Caroline TVapp of Farm-

ington Hills and former-
ly of Plymouth is a winner 
of a Nightin-
gale Award 
for Nursing 
Excellence 
in the cate-
gory of Edu-
cation and 
Research. Trapp 

Each year, 
Oakland University's 
School of Nursing and its 
Board of Visitors honor 
Michigan's top nurses in 
eight different categories 
at the Nightingale Awards 
for Nursing Excellence. 
This prestigious event, 
the only one of its kind in 
the state, will be held on 
May 10, at the San Marino 
Club in TVoy. The ceremo-
ny to recognize TVapp and 
the other winners is open 

to the public. 
TVapp is the first nurse 

to be employed by the 
Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine, 
and has been creative and 
effective in establishing 
many new programs. 

She oversaw the pro-
duction of (and had a role 
in) a three-hour nutrition 
education DVD designed 
for people with diabe-
tes, which received the 
prestigious "Favorably 
Reviewed" seal from the 
American Association of 
Diabetes Educators. The 
DVD was turned into a 
program that aired on 
PBS stations nationwide. 

Additionally, TVapp 
wrote a companion edu-
cation manual, and has 
now trained more than 
100 instructors, including 

a number of nurses, who 
are offering the "Food for 
Life: The Power of Food 
for Diabetes Prevention 
and TVeatment" program 
across the country. 

Over 700 nurses, physi-
cians and administrators 
as well as family mem-
bers and supporters will 
attend this year's awards 
ceremony which features 
an authentic Italian sit 
down dinner and silent 
auction. 

High bidders at the 
auction could go home 
with a Saks Fifth Ave-
nue Beauty Party, OU 
Bronze Golf Accegs mem-
bership for Katke-Cous-
ins course, $200 gift cer-
tificate to The Lark Res-
taurant, Franklin Athletic 
Club membership, tickets 
to a University of Michi-

gan football game or oth-
er exciting items. Back 
by popular demand. Cin-
dy Canty will once again 
emcee this year's awards 
ceremony. 

Each winning recipi-
ent receives a check for 
$1,000. a bronze statue 
of Florence Nightingale 
and a pin. Nominees were 
nominated by their peers, 
supervisors, friends or 
patients for their superior 
service and contributions. 

Beaumont Health Sys-
tem is the Presenting 
Sponsor and other spon-
sors include; Henry Ford 
Health System, Critten-
ton Hospital Medical Cen-
ter, Detroit Medical Cen-
ter, Oakland MRI, Oak-
wood Healthcare Sys-
tem and St. Joseph Mercy 
Oakland. 

Bentley sweethearts marry after 48 years 
"I met him on a Monday 

and my heart stood still 
Da do ron-ron-ron, da do 

ron-ron 
Somebody told me that 

his name was Bill 
Da do ron-ron-ron, da do 

ron-ron" 

By Karen Smith 
Observer Staff Writer 

Those lyrics from the 
1963 song Da Doo Ron 
Ron by the Crystals will 
play Saturday at the Livo-
nia Community Recre-
ation Center, former site 
of Bentley High School, 
as Claudine (Buck) Lam-
Sbn walks down the aisle to 
wed her high school sweet-
heart, Bill Laslett, after 48 
long years. 

The lyrics aptly describe 
the first time Lamson, 
from the Bentley class of 
'65, laid eyes on Bill, from 
the class of 1964. 

"It was in 1962 in the 
summer," Lamson said. 
"My best friend lived right 
next door to his grand-
mother. I was at her house, 
he came out the door, and I 
said, 'Who's that?' and she 
said, 'Oh, that's Bill,' and 
I said, 'I want to go meet 
him.'" 

The best friend, Nancy 
(Buchanan) Mantay, intro-
duced the pair, and they 
instantly became boy-
friend-girlfriend. "We 
liked each other right 
away," Lamson said. 

"And when I walked her 
home 

Da doo ran ron ron da 
doo ron ron 

1 knew what she was 
thinking when she caught 
my eye 

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron" 

But Lamson's father 

'jd 
Bill Laslett Bentley High 
Class of 1964, found his 
high school sweetheart 
Claudine (Buck) Lamson, 
Class of 1965, on dass-
mates.com. The two wi l l 
marry Saturday at the Livo-
nia Community Recreation 
Center, site of the former 
Bentley High School. 

didn't like the idea of his 
oldest child, then just 14, 
dating at such a young age. 
So he only allowed them to 
see each other at Bentley 
High School, where Lam-
son started as a sophomore 
and Laslett continued as a 
junior that fall, and some-
times at Lamson's house 
when Laslett helped her 
dad work on his cars. 

Her father did let her to 
go to the junior prom with 
Laslett because his grand-
mother drove them. 

The two broke up at the 
end of her sophomore and 
his junior years after Lam-
son's father found out that 
Laslett lived next-door to 
Nancy, and they had been 
seeing each other without 
his knowledge. 

"I wasn't allowed to go 
there anymore," Lam-
son said. "I was silly, and I 
didn't know he really loved 
me because I was only 15, 
and he was a greaser. He 
was a James Dean little 
greaser, he was too proud 
to say, 'Don't break up with 

- tit me. 
Laslett graduated and 

joined the Navy. Lam-
son Wrote in his yearbook. 

STOW & GO SELF STORAGE 
AUCTION NOTICE 

Pursuant to state law. Notice is hereby giving that 
a public auction will be held at STOW & GO 
SELF STORAGE, 41999 ANN ARBOR ROAD, 
PLYMOUTH, MI on April 21, 2012 at 10:00 am. on 
past due tenants listed below. The entire contents of the 
following units will be auctioned and sold to the highest 
bidder on each individual unit. CASH ONLY! 
DESCRIPTION IS BRIEF SUMMARY OF ITEMS, 
MAY OR MAY NOT CONTAIN MORE OR LESS 
ITEMS. 

Unit #339 - JAMES ALTER, P.O. BOX 512, 
DEARBORN HEIGHTS., MI 48127 

Lumber, tape player, alarm clock, fax machine, 
misc. boxes, and other misc. items. 

Unit #211 • CLIFTON BURNS. 29055 ANN ARBOR 
TRAIL, WESTLAND. MI 48185 

Office chair. TV, baby carseat, kids toys, camping 
equip., (4) tires, window AC, computer desk, bed 
frame, gaming chair, car stereo. Christmas 
decorations, many boxes and other misc. items 

Unit #223 - MARTIN CARUANA 1600 N. 
TERRITORIAL #29, PLYMOUTH, MI 48170 

Boxes of shoes, purses, wallets, storage locker, 
backpack, computer, cutting board, storage 
shelves, filing cabinets and other misc. items. 

Unit #581 - ALEX HENNING, 464 N. MILL STREET 
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170 

Computers, step ladder, circular saw. printers, 
vhs, suitcases, golf clubs, train set. misc trains, 
little dresser, books, dishes, Marshall's amplifier 
and other misc. items. 

Unit #557 - ERIKA HAMPSTEAD. 212 PINEWOOD 
DRIVE. PLYMOUTH, MI 48170 

Vacuum, daybed with mattress, sofa set, pictures 
frames, suitcases, bookcase, dining room chairs, 
window fan, golf clubs and other misc. items. 

SALE DATE IS APRIL 21. 2012 AT 10;00 A M 

Publish: April 8 and 12, 2012 oaoarrm a 5 

Claudine (Buck) Lamson 
said part of what attracted 
her to Bill Laslett in 1962 
was that he was a James 
Dean-style greaser. 

"Tb the sweetest guy I've 
ever known. I hope you 
stay that way, and always 
remember me, Claudine." 

And he did. 
After a 20-year mar-

riage that ended in divorce 
and three long-term rela-
tionships that didn't work 
out, Laslett saw Lamson's 
name on Classmates.com 
in January 2011 and con-
tacted her through the 
website. 

"I must have been look-
ing for her," he said, 
explaining why he has not 
remarried until now. 

Lamson had been wid-
owed twice and divorced 
once. She was wintering 
in Arizona with her fourth 
husband, but the relation-
ship was rocky and Lam-
son was unhappy. Las-
lett was living in Redford. 
They communicated by e-
mail and phone until spring 
2011 when Laslett decid-
ed to return to her home in 
Luzerne, Mich., near Gray-
ling, to see if things would 
work out with Laslett. 

Lamson and Laslett met 
again for the first time 
since 1964 on April 14, 
2011, on Hines Drive in 
Livonia, where they used 
to go necking on double 
dates with Nancy's older 
brother and his girlfriend 
in his 1956 Ford without 
Lamson's parents knowing. 

"I got out of my car and 
he got out of his truck, and 
he kissed me and that was 
it. We both knew this was 
it; it was meant to be." 

The magic was still 
there, Laslett said, of the 
brown-eyed girl who stole 
his heart in 1962. 

"Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron 

She looked so quiet but 
my oh my 

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron 

Yes she caught my eye" 

Lamson immediate-
ly filed for divorce after 
returning to Michigan, and 
Laslett moved in with her. 

The wedding, one year 
to the day the couple met 
again in person for the 
first time since 1964, will 
be the first ever at the Rec-
reation Center, which is 
decorated with Bentley 
memorabilia, said Tbm 
Murphy, facilities man-
ager. The memorabilia 
includes "the big old green 
B" from center court from 
the Bentley gym. 

Coincidently, the rec cen-
ter turns nine years old on 
April 14. 

All 10 of their children 
— Lamson's two sons and 
four daughters and Las-
lett's four daughters — will 
be there. The couple also 
has 30 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren 
between them. 

Lamson will wear sad-
dle shoes, bobby socks 
and a poodle skirt Her 
sons. Gene and Ken Dien-
berg, will walk her down 
the aisle wearing blue 
jeans and T-shirts with 
cigarettes rolled in their 
sleeves as the song Da Doo 
Ron Ron plays. 

Laslett is going to wear 
a white sports coat with 
a pink camatioa He will 
take his place to wait for 
her as the 1957 Marty Rob-
bins song A White Sport 
Coat (and a Pink Carna-
tion) plays. 

A sock hop reception for 
150 guests will follow at 
the VFW Hall in Plymouth. 

"Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron 

Well, I picked her up at 7 
and she looked so fine 

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron 

Someday soon I'm gonna 
make her mine 

Da doo ron ron ron da 
doo ron ron 

Yes, she looked so fine 
Yes, I'm gonna make her 

mine." 
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Don't hoard, but some 
records are important 

By Rick Bloom 
Gu«t Columniit 

Now that tax sea-
son is behind us, 
one issue that 

always comes up is 
how long should tax 
records be saved. In 
fact, it's the broad-
er question as to how 
long people should save 
records in general. 

Many people tend to 
be pack 
rats 
and 
save 
every-
thing. I 
believe 
that 
sav-
ing too Money Matters 
many 
records R i c k B | o o m 

is prob- —————— 
ably 
just as bad as not sav-
ing enough. After all, 
people who save too 
many records find that 
if they ever need them, 
they can't locate them. 
Here are some general 
rules that apply to the 
great majority of peo-
ple. 

When it comes to 
your tax return, gen-
erally, the IRS can 
audit you up to three 
years after you've filed 
your return. There-
fore, if you filed your 
2008 return April 15, 
2009, that audit peri-
od is basically over. 
The one exception is if 
you understated your 
income by 25 percent 
or more, in that case 
the IRS can go back 
six years. Because of 
that, I generally recom-
mend that people save 
their tax records — and 
backup documentation 
— for at least six years. 

That doesn't mean 
you may not want to 
keep copies of the 
return itself. I gener-
ally tell people they 
should save their 
return, however, after 
a six-year period there 
is no reason to save the 
backup documentation. 

There is, howev-
er, one document that 
should be retained for 
a longer period of time 
and that is Form 8606. 
This is the form used to 
report non-deductible 
IRA contributions. I 
recommend saving this 
document until you've 
withdrawn all the 
money out of the non-
deductible IRA. 

There are two main 
reasons to save back-
up documentation. The 
first is for tax pur-
poses. The other is to 
prove that you made a 
payment on something. 
Therefore, the issue is 
how long should you 
save things like utility 
and cable TV bills and 
other types of recur-
ring bills. My gener-
al rule is when you get 
your next statement, 
if it shows that there 
was no previous bal-
ance it means that you 
can destroy the previ-
ous statement. There is 
no reason to save util-
ity or cable TV bills 
for years. It makes no 

sense and creates clut-
ter. 

When it comes to 
things like loans, save 
the documentation 
until the loan is paid 
off. Once the loan is 
paid off, save proof 
that the loan has been 
satisfied. 

In regards to ATM 
receipts and bank 
deposits, save docu-
mentation until they 
appear on your state-
ment. Once they're on 
your statement, there 
is no reason to save the 
receipts. As for bank 
statements, I generally 
recommend saving for 
a one-year period. 

With mutual fund 
statements, save your 
current statement until 
the next one arrives. 
The statements are 
cumulative for many 
mutual funds and they 
show year-to-date. 
Therefore once you 
get your March state-
ment and you check 
it for accuracy, you 
can destroy the Feb-
ruary statement. The 
only statement I save 
long term is the year-
end statement, which 
gives the total invest-
ment activity for the 
year. There is no need 
to save the statements 
once the investment is 
sold. 

Everyone needs to 
keep a permanent file 
of important docu-
ments used throughout 
a lifetime. In this file 
should be birth certif-
icates, estate planning 
documents, life insur-
ance policies and a list 
of your professional 
advisers. This is a file 
that family members 
will need to access if 
something should hap-
pen to you. It's a good 
idea to keep of list of 
where all your invest-
ments are kept. This 
will make things easier 
on your family. 

One last note. When 
I talk about destroy-
ing documents, 1 mean 
shredding them, not 
tearing them up and 
throwing them in a 
wastebasket. Identi-
ty theft is still a major 
problem in this coun-
try and there's no rea-
son to make if easier on 
the crooks. If you don't 
have a shredder, buy 
one and use it. 

I know people who 
have file cabinets full 
of old records. When 
I ask why, they can't 
give me a good answer. 
The bottom line: there 
is no good answer. So 
do some spring clean-
ing. Go through your 
records and shred what 
you don't need. There's 
an old adage that states 
less is more and I cer-
tainly believe that 
applies in this situation. 
Good luck! 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only 
financial adviser. Observer 
& Eccentric readers can 
submit questions at mon-
eymatters®hometownlife. 
com. For more informa-
tion, visit his website at 
www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. 
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