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Moms: Girls
or boys?

As Mother’s Day
approaches, we want
to know what it’s like
to raise all boys vs. all
girls.

If you're a mom with
children of just one
gender, we'd like to
hear from you. We plan
to feature a few moms
and their sons and a
few moms and their
daughters in stories
next month.

Tell us a little about
yourself, include your
city of residence, your
kids’ ages and gender
and e-mail it all to Sha-
ron Dargay at sdargay@
hometownlife.com.

Songbook

‘salute

Tickets are now on
sale for “A Salute to
the Great American
Songbook,” featuring
six Las Vegas quality
vocalists, at The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill
in Canton 8 p.m. Satur-
day, April 14.

Tickets are priced at
$20 with a $5 discount
for seniors, youth 14 and
under and groups of 15
or more. Tickets can be
purchased at the Village
Theater Box Office, on-
line at cantonvillageth-
eater.org or by phone at
(734) 394-5460.

Giving hope
Giving Hope, Wom-
en's Giving Circle hosts
its spring educational
meeting, featuring Dr.
Debra Hollander, medi-
cal director of behav-
ioral medicine services
for St. John Providence

Health System, talking .

about “Thedmpact of
Stress on Our Bodies
and Finding Our Inner
Wisdom.”

The meeting takes
place 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, April 18, at the
Courthouse Grille, 41661
Plymouth Road in Plym-
outh. Cost is $10 per tick-
et (free to anyone under
21). Light refreshments
and wine will be served.
RSVP to (734) 495-1200 or
e-mail givinghopewgc@

gmail.com.

EEF auction

Plymouth-Canton’s
Educational Excellence
Foundation is run-
ning an online auction
with a variety of items

designed to appeal to

everyone, as well as
unique items specifical-
ly for district families.

In conjunction with
the online auction, the
EEF is selling tickets for
its second annual wine
tasting event Friday,
April 20. Tickets are *
$40 per person and are
available on the website
(www.pccseef.com) as
well as at Busch'’s, Show-
room of Elegance and at
the Board of Education,
454 S. Harvey St.

For questions, contact
Carole Kody at (734)
416-2718 or carole.
kody@pccsmail.net.
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Firefighter of the Year Capt. Gregory Sprys-Tellner said he was ‘;tmly surprised” at the honor.

Public Safety prowess

Firefighter blazes path to top honor

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton Fire Capt. Grego-
ry Sprys-Tellner was only 4
years old when his parents
took a picture of him sit-
ting on a Big Wheel while
he wore his childhood fire
helmet.

Call it fate, but Sprys-Tell-
ner, now 45, looked polished
in full uniform as he strode
across a stage Wednesday
night to accept a career-
crowning award as Canton
Firefighter of the Year —
the top honor bestowed by a
62-member department.

He didn’t know he had
clinched the prize until he
arrived at The Village The-
ater at Cherry Hill to attend
the Canton Fire Depart-
ment’s 13th annual awards
ceremony.

Surprise honor

“I'm truly surprised,”
Sprys-Tellner said. “I didn’t
know about this until I
walked in the door.”

His wife, Jennifer, oth-
er family members, fel-
low firefighters and Canton
Public Safety Department
leaders had kept the secret.

“I am so very proud of
him,” his wife said. “It’s
a great honor for a great
man.”

Battalion Chief Mike
Caruso nominated Sprys-
Tellner for the award, cit-
ing his leadership, career
knowledge, positive atti-
tude and work ethic, fire-
fighting skills and train-
ing expertise. It didn't hurt
that Sprys-Tellner saved
his department thousands
of dollars by spearheading
an in-house overhaul of a

heavy rescue truck.

Chosen by an awards
committee, Sprys-Tellner
was called “a positive role
model for all firefighters to
follow” by Fire Chief Tim
Dunn, who stood alongside
Public Safety Director Pat-
rick Nemecek and other top
brass as they honored their
top firefighter for 2011.

Sprys-Tellner has worked
nearly 25 years as a Canton
firefighter after starting his
career in Farmington Hills.
Just out of high school, he
was inspired by a next-door
neighbor who had worked
as a paid, on-call firefighter.

Sprys-Tellner received
training from fire acad-
emies in Michigan, Ohio
and from the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg,

Please see FIREFIGHTER, A6

Top cop caps whirlwind year

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

In a whirlwind year, Can-
ton Police Officer Michael
Andes outran and captured
a murder suspect, made the
department’s most arrests
for a third straight year
and narrowly escaped trag-
edy when a traffic acci-
dent along I-275 hurled him
down a snowy embankment
as he stood outside a patrol
car.

Andes, 29, seems almost
invincible to danger, and
though he can't fly or leap
tall buildings, those who
know him say he appears
to have super-human skills
when it comes to fighting
crime.

“It’s his passion,” his
mother, Luann Andes, said.
“I just say a prayer every
night. I don't like to hear
the horror stories. He can
tell his dad (Kirk Andes)
that.”

Michael Andes reached
a career milestone Thurs-
day night as he was named
Canton Police Officer of
the Year during the depart-
ment’s 26th annual awards
ceremony at The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill.

“It’s just like him (to
win),” his mother said.
“He’s a great leader, a great
community person, and he
absolutely loves his job.”

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Michael Andes, named Canton Police Officer of the Year, will
cap a whirlwind year with a May wedding.

Childhood dream

She recalled visiting her
son's Livonia elementary
school when a police officer
visited his fourth-grade class.
“He looked up at me and said,
“That’s what I want to do.

Andes, one of 86 sworn
officers, has displayed what
Canton Public Safety Direc-
tor Patrick Nemecek called

“an exemplary attitude and
high level of motivation”
that led him to make the
department’s highest num-
ber of arrests for the last
three years.

“T love being on the road,”
Andes said. “I think it's the
best part of the job.”

Please see OFFICER, A7

Board
considers
boundary
options

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Last week, the Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education decided it would close Fiegel Ele-
mentary School and leave Gallimore Elemen-
tary School open.

Now, the board will have to decide how the
boundaries for the remaining 15 elementa-
ry schools in the district will be redrawn. To
help them make the decision, board mem-
bers will ask district residents what they
think at a public hearing scheduled for 7
p.m. Thursday, April 19, at Discovery Mid-
dle School.

A decision on the new boundaries is expect-
ed to be considered at the board’s meeting
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 24, also at Discovery
Middle School.

With the closing of Fiegel, and crowded
schools in other parts of the district, adminis-
trators said they tried to come up with a plan
that had as little disruption as possible.

“We wanted to move (students), if at all
possible, to adjacent schools to create con-
tiguous boundaries, not having people hop-
scotch over other people to get to schools,”
Assistant Superintendent for Facilities Phil
Freeman told theé board. “In some cases, we
found out that was not possible, (but) we did
our best to make sure that didn't happen.”

Some, not others

Parents at nine of the district’s elementa-
ries might want to pay particular attention.
Those schools — Allen, Bird, Eriksson, Fie-
gel, Gallimore, Hulsing, Isbister, Smith and
Tonda — are the only schools whose bound-
aries are being considered for change under
the three options presented this week by the
district’s administration.

Administrators were sent back to the draw-
ing board after the board decided to keep
Gallimore open. The three options they came
back with included (detailed maps and the
entire presentation are available on the dis-
trict’s website at www.pces.k12.mi.us):

* Option 2— Makes minimal changes at
Eriksson, but makes significant changes to the
Allen, Bird, Smith and Isbister boundaries. The
changes, according to Freeman, relieve over-
crowding at Bird, Smith and Isbister elementa-
ries. It also makes school boundaries more con-
tiguous and leaves most displaced students at
schools closer to their homes.

* Option 3 — Also makes minimal chang-
es at Eriksson, and no changes at all to Field,
Bentley, Hoben, Dodson, Workman, Miller,
Gallimore or Farrand. Changes are designed,
Freeman said, to ease overcrowding at both
Smith and Isbister. .

Art carts
This option, Freeman pointed out, leaves

Please see BOUNDARY, A2

Passover lessons

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Marit Alsager reads the story of Passover, called
the Haggadah. Marit’s mother, Judi Fleischaker
of Canton, has included Marit in preparing seder
foods every year. Congregation Bet Chaverim
hosts a practice seder every year to help teach
the children about the foods and Passover tradi-
tions. For more, please turn to page B7.
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portable classrooms
in place at Bird, which
would also still have
“Art on a Cart.” With-
out expansion of the TAG
program, this option
would leave four-six emp-
ty classrooms at Dodson.

* Option 4 — This
option makes the few-
est changes. There would
be no changes to 11 of
the district’s 15 remain-
ing schools, and minimal
changes at Eriksson. Stu-
dents who are displaced,
Freeman said, would be
moved to schools closer
to their home. This option
leaves room for a Young
Fives program at either
Gallimore or Hoben, plus
four-six classrooms for
an expanded TAG pro-
gram at Dodson.

It also leaves portable

classrooms and “Art on
a Cart” at both Bird and
Smith elementaries.

Parents have already
started to weigh in on
the plan. Plymouth res-
ident Allison Phillips
said the plan seems to
revert to last year's idea
of closing Fiegel, and
urged the board not to
rush into it.

“This process seems to
have gone from an orga-
nized plan to chaos,” Phil-
lips said. “We'd like to
respectfully ask you to do
this right. Take your time
and do what’s best for
the district, the schools,
the teachers, the fami-
lies and, most of all, the
students. Do not disrupt
more kids than need to be
disrupted ... do not move
neighborhoods just to

" pretty up a map.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

- LOCAL NEWS
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Ex-bookkeeper gets diversion
In church embezzlement case

By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer

A Canton woman will
avoid having a crimi-
nal record on a charge of
embezzling from St. The-
odore Catholic Church
in Westland, if she com-
pletes paying restitution
within the next 120 days.

On Wednesday, Wayne
County Circuit Court
Judge James Chylinski
allowed Kathleen Galoch,
63, to enter a diversion.
program. The former
parish bookkeeper has
repaid about a third of the
$13,169 she was charged
with stealing.

“People are furious. -

CORRECTION

~ Editor Brad Kadrich'’s column in the April S Can-
ton Observer, “Hair today, gone tomorrow for cancer
research,” should have said that Abigail Stonebrook
is a freelance copywriter and social media marketing

About 16 of us went to

strategist.
By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer
(BSERVER Marking its 10th year of
NEWSPAPERS providing health screen-
ings for people who can't
<) GANNETT afford to pay, the Hindu
Temple of Canton plans
to roll out its next health
| 1| fair9am. to1p.m. Sun-
HOW TO REACH US day, April15.
Jatin Desai, a Hindu
Home Delivery/Customer Service.........1-866-83-PAPER (866-867-2737) | Temple board of trustees
member who chairs the
Nmm ................... (31 3) 222'2223 FaL .................. (313) 223'3318 health care committee'
Classified AQVEFSING. ... 1-800-579-SELL (800-579-7365). |  Said 300-400 people from
across the community
Display Advertising (734) 582-8363 typically get help from
the event.
o : “Tt is an outreach to the
visit us online at hometownlife.com community for people
615 West Lafayette, Detrait, M 48226, who cannot afford (health
screenings),” Desai said.

“It’s not just for members
of the Hindu Temple. It's

for everyone.”
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER The Hindu Temple, on
: Cherry Hill Road east of
@hometownlife [k

LaVida™
~ massage
Jor i healthier by smind s life

Affordable Therapeutic Massage for Everyone
Services Customized to Your Needs

Licensed Male & Female Therapists

Full Line of Facial Services

Open 7 Days a Week

Walk-ins Welcome

Oﬁ Hour Custom

Signature  Couples "
Facial Massage Massage Session
$49%  $79% 5399 gy

For New Clients For New Clients

Now Offering Colon Hydrotherapy In Plymouth
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15175 Sheldon Rd.
Plymouth, MI 48170
734.207.1400

plymouth.mi.lavidamassage.com

4214 Ford Rd.
Canton, Ml 48184
734.844.1402

canton.mi.lavidamassage.com
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SPEED CAM PS The Basics of
7 weeks of training: One day per week  “P2ed ";”d :glllty
1 session a week LIMITED SPACES available ’-Garfr'"e"gesftom

$140 for 1 hour camp ~ $175 for 1.5 hr camp

Focus On: « Speed training * Video analysis of training running form  Agility training
« 1ststep quickness * Linear and lateral explosiveness

YoutH SPeEeD Camp Il (age 7-10)
April 15 - May 27 Sundays 1:00- 2:00pm
INTERMEDIATE SPEED CAMP Il (age 11- 13)
April 15 - May 27 Sundays 2:00 - 3:00pm

YouTH SPEED CAMP (age 7-10)

April 14 - May 26 « Saturdays 10:00 - 11:00 AM
INTERMEDIATE SPEED CAMP (age 11-13)
April 14 - May 26 « Saturdays 11:00 - 12:00 PM

ADVANCED SPEED CAMP (age 14+) ADVANCED SPEED Camp Il (age 14+)
April 14 - May 26 + Saturdays 12:08— 1:30pm April 15 - May 27 Sundays 3:00 - 4:30pm

Free ~ My Speed Testing Day (April 21)
Track Your Speed with MySpeed Sundays 4:30 - 6:30 PM Ages 7+ - Athletes must register before coming. MySpeed is a

FREE web-based application for tracking athlete statistics and overall progress as an athlete trains with House of Speed.
Athletes and parents can view stat comparisons to other athletes across the country. Call for more Information.

House of Speed

7835 Market Street » Canton, Ml 48187 » 734-233-4944
register online at www.houseofspeed.com/livonia

Don Beebe's
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| court. We
| were so
surprised
| we could
| have fall-
en out
of our
seats,”
said
parishio-
ner Loretta LaBerge.

Galoch was charged
with embezzling only a
fraction of the $143,000
reported missing from
the parish where she had
been employed since 1986
to handle bookkeeping
and other administrative
duties until being laid off
early in 2011.

When interviewed as
part of the investigation,

Galoch

Annapolis Hospital and
the Michigan Association
of Physicians of Indian
Origin.

The fair offers a blood-
screening panelincluding
a complete blood count
and a comprehensive
analysis of blood sugar,
cholesterol, hemoglobin
A1C (for diabetes) and a
PSA test to help detect
prostate cancer.

Those who plan to have
their blood drawn should
not eat food after mid-
night before attending
the health fair. Minimum
age for the blood test is

police said the Rev. Gary
Michalik, who had been
the St. Theodore parish
priest, reported autho-
rizing the bulk of the
spending by Galoch. The
audit prepared by the
Archdiocese of Detroit
showed checks written
to pay mobile home rent-
al fees, utilities and oth-
er expenses for Galoch’s
adult son, James E.
Galoch, and wages for
her husband, James J.
Galoch. Both men had
done maintenance-type
work at the parish. Per-
sonal bills were also
paid for Galoch’s former
daughter in-law, Shan-
non, who still works for

~ the parish.

Temple hosts health fair

18 years.

Desai said those who
participate may return
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday,
April 22, for a physi-
cian consultation and to
receive a report of their
blood screening. P

Registration is request-
ed by stopping by The
Hindu Temple, 44955
Cherry Hill Road, or by
visiting www.thehindu-
temple.org.

The health fair also will
include a blood pressure
check, a hearing test and
health-related discus-
sions with primary care

I I IIH
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runred Syd D, D.S.

Parishioners aren't hap-
py that Galoch isn't being
held criminally responsi-
ble or repaying more of
the missing funds, said
LaBerge.

“I want to know if the
archdiocese insurer will
go after her for the mon-
ey and the IRS (over tax
irregularities),” said
LaBerge. “I put a call
into the priest who will
be our new pastor July
1. I think it's imperative
for him to call a town
hall meeting within two
weeks. People will react
to this by withholding
their money.”

Irogers@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-5428

physicians and special-
ists such as cardiologists,
urologists, OB-GYNs,
rheumatologists, podia-
trists, endocrinologists,
internists, ophthalmolo-
gists, dentists, nutrition-
ists, orthopedic surgeons
and physical therapists.
Information booths
will be available. Any-
one attending is asked
to bring any medical .

_records they have and a

list of current prescrip-
tions.

dcdem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

Dear Neighbor,

35100 East Michigan Ave.

Wayne, Michigan
734.722.1617

1 am happy to be part of our wonderful community. My practice, Village Dental, has served
our area with pride and dedication for over 25 years. During that time I have met many_ﬁm:
people, both young and old, from all walks of life, and from all parts of metropolitan Detroit.

For many years I have searched for just the right dentist to help me in my ongoing mission. A
dentist who possesses outstanding skills and knowledge, a love and empathy for people, the
dedicated pursuit of excellence, and a man of honor and integrity. 1have found that person in

Dr. Mohamed Saad.

Dr. Saad received his bachelor's degree from the University of Michigan and went on to eam
his doctorate from the University of Michigan School of Dentistry, where he graduated with
distinction. While at U of M, he had the honor of being published in the University of
Michigan's Alumni Magazine for his professional work for the State of Michigan. He was
also senior editor for various dental publications designed to help students excel in their dental

licensing examinations.

One of Dr. Saad's primary goals was to be a preeminent dental practitioner with regard to
patient comfort. He takes great satisfaction in his ability to provide his patients with a pa.in-
free experience. Through collaboration and training with highly recognized cosmetic dentists
from around the U.S., Dr. Saad has also developed the skill and artistry rqquircfl for
comprehensive cosmetic makeovers. He is honored to be able to enhance his patients'

appearance and provide them with a renewed sense of confidence.

He and I are extremely enthusiastic about working together to provide the cqmmunity with a
new attitude and excitement toward dentistry. 1look forward to introducing him to you!

Sincerely,

Wads Reer IM 1.

Mark Haas D.D.S.

Accepting new patients

Check us out on the Web every

day at hometownlife.com
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Bankof America %7

WORKING TO HELP OUR CUSTOMERS AVOID FORECLOSURE IN

MICHIGAN
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We understand that foreclosures affect the communities where our customers live. That's
why Bank of America is working to help customers in those areas who are struggllng to .
make their mortgage payments. For some, we're able to modify their loans. For others, a
short sale may be the best option. And to determine the range of solutions that may be
available for each customer, we've expanded our local outreach in Michigan and across
the country. We're meeting face-to-face and over the phone with customers to help them
understand their situation and explain the available options.

Through our outreach efforts, we helped over 3,300 customers in Michigan in 2011, and
gave over one million customers nationwide the chance to avoid foreclosure through loan
modifications, short sales and deeds in lieu of foreclosure since 2008.

To learn more about options available, or to find an event or Customer Assistance Center
in your area, please visit bankofamerica.com/homeloanhelp

© 2012 Bank of America Corporation. Member FDIC. ART42152
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If you wanted to know
anything about math,
the halls of Bentley Ele-
mentary School in Can-
ton were the place to be
as they were overflowing
with Math Mania.

With nearly the entire
Bentley family attending,
staffers created their own
math games and math
activities to celebrate
math with our families.

“Math is an impera-
tive skill for our students
futures,” Bentley teacher
Kristi Schwartz said. “We
wanted to show children
that math can be fun.”

Staffers showcased
math games from every-
day mathematics, includ-
ing Number Grid Games,
Number Top-It, Name
That Number, etc. All of
the games were work-
ing on essential skills for
children to know “in a
fun and motivating way,”
Schwartz said.

The school’s media spe-
cialist read math stories
to children. The school
also “showcased our new
technology, provided to
us by our awesome PTO,”
she added.

The event also featured
an “Estimation Station”
with more than 15 jars of

Bentley friends find out “Bentley Math Mania Night rocks.”

Continuing Education and Professional Development | www.schoolcraftedu | 734.462.4448

" JOIN US ON FACEBOOK @ www.facebook.com/schoolcraftcepd

EDUCATIO

nuts for math

Sophia Cervates tries her hand at the Estimation Station during Math Mania night at
Bentley Elementary School.

treats for the children to
estimate. The closest stu-
dent won the jar of treats.

Bentley Principal Jer-
old Meier played “Beat
the Principal” with the
students.

“The children were so
excited that he was chal-
lenging students all night,
and even after the event
was over,” Schwartz said.

Estimation Station drew an enthusiastic line of students at
the Bentley Elementary School Math Mania night.

o Tennis
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Schoolcraft
College

pre-registration is
requir
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ON CAMPUS

Valuablosolinitees

Dodson Elementary School volunteer Stefanie Trulock (sec-
ond from left) gets the congratulations of Board of Educa-
tion Vice President Adrienne Davis (left), Dodson Principal
April Quasarano and Dodson Learning Interventionist
Bonnie Goodrich upon accept the VIP Award from the Plym-
outh-Canton Board of Education recently. Said Quasarano:
“We all see something and say, ‘Someone will take care of
that,” but (Trulock) sees it and says, ‘I'll take care of that.'”

Grace College ic achievement during
either the spring/summer
Carissa Buttermore of and or fall 2011 semes-
Canton was named tothe  ters include:
Dean’s List for the Fall * From Canton:
2011 semester at Grace Ashley Benton
College. Bianca Kubicki
Buttermore, the daugh- Brian MacDonald
ter of Cliff and Denise Bryson Daniel Machon-
Buttermore, displayed ga
academic excellence Deanna Rose Janisse
in and in doing so has Emily VanHartesveldt
earned the honor of being Eric Meyers
placed on the Dean’s List. Heather VanHartesveldt
To be eligible for the Hongwei Zhao
honor, students must be Joshua Wolfe
enrolled full-time and Kari Theisen
have a grade point aver- Marilyn Hawkins
age of 3.940 or greater Sharon Marie DiFalco
for any given semester Shelby Anthony
and a cumulative grade Mervet Zeidan
point average of 3.3 or Erik Wright
greater. i Taylor Berry
Grace College is an Julie Kayganich
evangelical Christian com- Sheila M. Johnson
munity of higher educa- Rena J. Brock
tion located in the histor- * From Plymouth:
ic resort town of Winona Barbara Santana-Merlo
Lake, near Warsaw, Ind. Alexis Taylor Hambrick
Amanda Davidson
Madonna Daniel Stoney
University Destinee Loftis
_ Erika Henaughen
Observer & Eccentric George St. Pierre Il
Newspaper-area resi- Jessica Murphy
dents named to Madon- Diana Marie Merlino
na University’s Dean’s Garrett Rebain
Carly Williams

List for superior academ-

Doors Stuck?

Not Shutting Properly?
Drafty Door Seals?
Need a New Door Installed?

Got New Carpeting and
Now Your Doors Won’t Shut?

Sales * Service * Installation
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DOORS
Over 12 Years of Experience with Home Depw |

r————--——-—--_——_----——-

125% OF

YOUR SERVICE CALL! |

g to $100 off
with this coupon

"734-732 2048

.‘Ohn at..-

LICENSED

test things we provide
s the g”““‘”
ave & géave

STI\TE CR—

Full Assistance with
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

* Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates

is pleased to announce the arrival of

Mary Waxer-Leto

Mary comes to us from Varsity Ford

» 24 Hour Professional Staffing

» Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free
* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

« On-Call Nurse Practitioner

» Medication Management

» Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

» Beauty & Barber Shop

» Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
( '/ 34) £

www.CrystaICreekAsswtedanmg.com

Crystal Creek,

Assisted Living

8121 Lilley Road
Canton, Michigan 48187
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

153-3203

with years of experience. She would
like to invite all of her clients to see
her at her new home.

734-641-6139

mwaxerleto@demmer.com

37300 Michigan Ave. * Wayne * Ml = 734.721.2600

{
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Smoke signals

By Matt Jachman
Observer Staff Writer

Sigmund Freud was
supposed to have said
that sometimes a cigar
is just a cigar, but John
Lanier might beg to dif-
fer.

For Lanier, who lives in
Canton Township, cigars
are a personal luxury, an
important means of tak-
ing time to relax in good
company — and a second
career. A recently retired
executive and cigar
smoker for more than
30 years, Lanier is tak-
ing over Plymouth’s only
cigar lounge and club,
Casa de la Habana, after
buying it March 30 from
founder Ismail Houmani.

“T always told Ish I'd
like to buy this, when I
retire, if he's ever in the
market to sell,” Lanier
said Thursday, sitting in
the Green Room on the
second floor of his shop.
Lanier had met Houmani
in the mid-1990s at a cigar
store Houmani owned in -
Canton, and was a charter
member when'Houmani -
opened Casa in 2000.

“It's always been kind
of a dream for me to buy
this,” Lanier said.

Casa de
la Habana
— Lanier
is chang-
ing the
name
to Casa
Plym-
outh —is
aretail
store with a large humi-
dor that specializes in
high-end cigars, plus
a public lounge where
cigars smokers can light
up and have coffee, pop
or iced tea and use wire-
less Internet access or
watch television.

‘Our tree house’
Upstairs is the private
club, where each of Casa’s

45 members has a humi-
dor and where they have
use of a kitchenette and
a meeting room, and can
hang out and smoke with
other club members and
their guests. On Thurs-
day, a group of smok-
ers was watching the
Detroit Tigers’ Opening
Day game, in which they
defeated the Boston Red
Sox, on a big-screen TV.
“It’s kind of our tree
house,” Lanier said of the
club. It's “primarily a guy
thing,” he said, but wom-
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Casa de la Habana patrons Mark James (from left), John Lacny, Tom Gibbons, and Ken (Cap) Caporale enjoy a smoke.

en will sometimes join
the smokers, too.

With Michigan's two-
year-old ban on smok-
ing in most public plac-
es, clubs and lounges like
Casa are one of the few
buildings in which one
can smoke a cigar outside
of a private home.

“It’s a nice place, real
nice group of people,
very professional,” said
customer Jim Meadows,
who frequents the shop.
Club members, he said,
tend to be involved in the

community and engaging
raconteurs. “They’re not
going to sit in a corner,”
he said.

Casa, which has a For-
est Place address, also
features a private patio
on its Ann Arbor Trail
frontage, and during the
warmer months, smokers
relax there while people-
watching or listening to
concerts in Kellogg Park.

Lanier, who has been
smoking cigars for more
than 30 years, is passion-
ate when he talks about

their production and their
flavors, sounding like a
coffee-lover enthusing
over the perfect espres-
so ok a wine buff talking
about an exceptional vin-
tage.

“T've béeen in the facto-
ries and seen the tobacco
and seen the.guys roll the
cigars,” he said. “There
are a lot of really great
cigars.”

Lanier’s shop carries
cigars — 90 percent of
them high-end, he said —
and accessories. Many

cigar prices are in the $6
to $12 range, but Lani-
er said they can go to $35
each for the finer cigars.
A club membership is
about $100 a month.

Lanier, who grew up in
Texas but moved his fam-
ily to Canton in 1994, says
he doesn't plan a lot of big
changes at Casa.

“It’s a formula that
works, so I just want to
make it better,” he said.
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e FREE Men’s Wedding Band

STERCRAFT

R JEWELERS

Your Premier Bridal Destination

OUR BEST
AL EVENT EVER

During the ENTIRE
month of April

e EVERY Bridal Purchase Over
$5,000.00 Retail Value Will Receive a

(Retail value up to $450)

e Purchases Under $5000

Quali

for the

Free Wedding Band

e 12 Month Interest Free
Financing Available

(Subject to credit approval)

37643 Six Mile Road Livonia, Ml 734-464-3555
Across from Laurel Park Place-1/4 Mile East of I-275

Hours: Monday -Wednesday 10-6, Thursday 10-8
Friday & Saturday 10-6

516

~ PERMONTH
_ LEASE

For 24 months for
current A/Z plan

2012 Fusion SEL Great Lakes
Special Value Package

* Heated Leather Driver/*

Passenger Seats
* Moonroof

* Sync Voice-Activated
Communications and

Blind Spot Information System

* Reverse Sensing System

Rear View Camera
Sony Audio System

Entertainment System

(1) Includes acquisition fee, waived security deposit, and excludes
title, taxes and license fees. Some payments higher, some lower.
Not all lessees will qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet low mileage

Rain Sensing Wipers

$1,529 Cash Due

lease. Residency restrictions apply. Special lease rates are for eli-
gible A7Z Plan lessees. See dealer for qualifications and complete
details. Take retail delivery from dealer stock by 7/2/2012. Great
Lakes Package only available on SEL model

lessees’ b
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