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‘Action’
volunteers

As April is recognized
as National Volunteer
Month focusing atten-
tion on the impact and
power of volunteerism,
Canton will again take
part in Christmas in Ac-
tion Saturday, April 28.

Both skilled and un-
skilled volunteers are still
needed to help provide
repairs to needy seniors’
homes in the Canton
community from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Volunteers who
are skilled in the build-
ing trades are especially
needed, including electri-
cians, carpenters, plumb-
ers, roofers, and others.
Unskilled volunteers are
also wanted for cleanjng,
‘yard work, and painting.

Registration starts
from 7:30-9 a.m. and a
continental breakfast
will be served at the
Canton Administration
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road. Volunteers
will then be shuttled to
assigned homes.

For more informa-
tion, call (734) 394-5191
or visit Cantonfun.org.

EEF auction

Plymouth-Canton’s
Educational Excellence
Foundation is run-
ning an online auction
with a variety of items
designed to appeal to
everyone, as well as
unique items specifical-
ly for district families.

items include restau-
rant gift cards, casino
trip, car detailing, piano
lessons, handyman and
plumbing services, sports
memorabilia, Tigers and
Red Wings Tickets, MSU
and U-M tickets, ice
skating lessons and kite-
boarding lessons.

. In conjunction with
the online auction, the
EEF is selling tickets for its
second annual wine tast-
ing event Friday, April 20.
Tickets are $40 per person
and are available on the
com) as well as at Busch’s,
Showroom of Elegance
and at the Board of Edu-
cation, 454 5. Harvey St.

For questions, contact
Carole Kody at (734)
416-2718 or carole.
kody@pccsmail.net.
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Giovanna Dourado (from left) and Mohammad Shafiqur Rashid receiving tutoring from Joyce Silagy, who
is coordinator of an English-as-a-second-language program at Canton’s Connection Church.

Tutor time

English program gives students confidence

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Mohammad Shafiqur Rashid
left his homeland of Bangla-
desh'more than two years
ago with his wife, Roxan Ara,
and their S-year-old daugh- *
ter, Suhaila, to escape political
unrest.

“T wanted to get a better
society for my daughter,”
Rashid said.

Giovanna Dourado, a law stu-
dent from Sao Paulo, Brazil,
came to Canton two years ago
to care for two local boys, ages
5 and 9, through the Au Pairs
in America exchange pro-
gram. She’s returning home in
July to continue her studies.

“I really want to see my fam-
ily, but it will be sad to leave
the kids because I am attached
to them,” Dourado said.

Rashid, 42, and Dourado, 26,
had little in common when they
moved to Canton, other than
their desire to become more
fluent in the English language.
They found the help they need-
ed from Joyce Silagy, one of
five tutors involved in an adult
English-as-a-second-language
program started by Canton’s
Connection Church.

Simple things

. ‘Rashid was an assistant vice
president of a bank in Bangla-
desh after earning a social sci-
ence master’s degree in eco-
nomics from the University
of Dhaka. His wife had been a
doctor in radiology.

Though they had help settling
here from Rashid’s brother, a
General Motors Corp. engineer
who has been in America for
30 years, Rashid felt uncom-
fortable, even embarrassed,
because he struggled with sim-

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Joyce Silagy tutors Mohammad Shafiqur Rashid in the Canton Public
Library’s Jungle Java cafe.

ple tasks such as ordering res-
taurant food, communicating
with a barber or interacting
at Baker College’s Allen Park
campus, where he is studying
physical therapy.

“At school I was having trou-
ble with my homework,” he

said.

Dourado had similar difficul-
ties in social situations. “I was
shy every time I wanted to talk
to someone,” she said.

Please see TUTOR, A2

Second
judge
out of

sex case

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A second judge from 35th Dis-

trict Court in Plymouth has recused

himself from a case involving for-

mer Wayne-Westland school teacher

Brandon Lee Tomblin, a Canton man

jailed on criminal charges following
accusations of inappropriate behav-
ior toward a 16-year-old boy.

Judge Ronald Lowe refused to

hear testimony Monday as Tomb-

lin, 26, appeared in court for what

has become a twice-delayed prelim-

inary examination on one count of

child sexually abusive activity, two

counts of using a computer to com-
mit a crime and two counts of dis-
tributing sexually explicit material

to children.

“I know the defendant,” Lowe said.
“He worked at a chiropractic office
I was going to.”

In recusing himself, Lowe alluded
to Tomblin’s family ties to 35th Dis-
trict Judge Michael Gerou.

Gerou'’s brother, Thomas Gerou, is
Tomblin’s stepfather and also runs a
Canton chiropractic office.

Judge Gerou already had recused
himself from the case when Tomblin
initially appeared in his courtroom

on March 16, publicly acknowledg-

ing that his sister-in-law is Tomblin's
mother.

By following Gerou in recus-
ing himself, Lowe said it's impor-

Please see JUDGE, A5

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Brandon Tomblin and attorney Robert
Mullen in Judge Ron Lowe’s courtroom.

Four in township board race, so far

By Darrell Clem .
Observer Staff Writer

With the May 15 filing deadline

just six weeks away, only four
candidates had turned in their
nominating petitions as of late
Wednesday morning to seek one
of seven positions at stake this
election season for the Canton
Township Board of Trustees.

All are Republicans, and all

have met the requirement to col-

lect 200-400 valid signatures of
registered voters to get their

names on the ballot.

Supervisor Phil LaJoy has filed
for re-election to what would be
his second four-year term. He
previously served in the state
House and was long active in
township politics and numer-
ous local organizations, such as
spearheading the popular Canton

Cup soccer tournament.

As of Wednesday, LaJoy had no
opposition from any political party.

Three candidates — appointed
trustee Greg Demopoulos, first-
time hopeful Joseph Cafarelli

and second-term seeker Pat Wil-

to seek a four-year term as part-
time trustee.

Demopoulos, Northville Town-
ship prosecutor, was appointed
to the seven-member board last
September after former Trustee
Todd Caccamo resigned due to
an out-of-town job promotion.

Demopoulos has issued a
lengthy campaign platform, say-
ing he wants to maintain town-
ship services without raising tax
es, encourage properly planned

liams — have filed their petitions

- development, spur economic
growth and job creation, contin-
ue a balanced budget amid tough
fiscal times, push back against
rising water-sewer rates, explore
partnerships with neighboring
communities and improve prop-
erty values, among other issues.
“I'm optimistic,” Demopou-
los said of his campaign. “I think
my platform is good for the com-
munity, and I think most voters
would agree with that.”

Please see RACE, A3
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“Around Canton” is designed to announce throughout Canton Township, Belleville and
upcoming events taking place in the commu- Van Buren Township. Moreover, she had
nity. Items will run on a space-available basis Contact: Call toll free at (888) 347-8021 a professional reason
Send details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com or send an e-mail to DianSlavens@house. for improving her Eng-
WOMEN'S CONNECTION mi.gov with any questions or concerns. lish skills, saying “it’s so
Date/Time: Monday, April 9, 6-8:30 pm. . CHARITY POKER important in Brazil for
Location: Canton Coney Island, 8533 N. Date/Time: April 20-22, noon to 2 a.m. business reasons to speak
Lilley Location: Trip Kings Poker Room, 8669 N.  English these days.”
Details: Kathleen Ripley Leo, author and Lilley in Canton.
researcher and a member of the Mayflower  Details: Canton Lions Club members will Jungle Java
Society, Daughters of the American Colo- hold a fund raiser. The club will be sell- _Every Th_ursday vhy
nies, Daughters of the American Revolution  ing poker chips to individuals who play ning, Rashid and Dourado

and Daughters of the War of 1812, will be Texas Hold ‘Em and other games. Funds sit with Silagy inside the
the guest speaker at the Canton Women’s raised during the three days will provide ~ Jungle Java cafe at the

Connection meeting. She will talk about funds to Penrickton Center for Blind and Canton Public Library,
her journey to discovering these ancestors. handicapped children, Leader Dog School  poring over English les-
RSVP by April 6. for the blind and local residents who are  sons, practicing their pro-
Contact: June Nicholas at (313) 610-2561 or  unable to purchase necessities of life. nunciation of words and
e-mail junenicholas@comcast.net F':Jf;gs to pudr(hlgseleye gla|sses ;Of school iiamti)ng Ca‘;]:h phll:llses as
children and elderly people who require ey boost their skills.
SLAVENS COFFEE visual and hearing aids are also included. Si)l,agy, a former edu-
Date/Time: April 16, 5-6 p.m. both days According to Lion Larry Wegrzyn, Club cator in Dearborn and
Location: Daydream Cafe, 47192 Michigan  President, money raised during the poker  Southfield who now
Ave,, Canton event will allow Lions to meet pressing has a consulting busi-
Details: State Rep. Dian Slavens, D-Can- needs in the community including those pegs volunteers her time
ton, invites residents to join her for a cup who need assistance during the slow to coordinate Connec-
of coffee and conversation at one of her economy. tion Church’s program
upcoming coffee hours. Slavens hosts requ-  Contact: Bill Van Winkle at (734) 254-9404  dubbed E.A.S.Y,, or En'g- A
lar coffee hours and town hall meetings or Cantonlions.org lish as a Simple Language  Tutor Joyce Silagy works with student Mohammad

for You. It costs students  Shafiqur Rashid.
nothing, and tutors such

as Silagy get their own mid-60s have started
rewards by helping oth- improving their English
ers. skills. They came from

“I get to create won-
derful relationships,” she
said.

places such as India, Chi-
na, Iran, Korea, Japan,
Lebanon, Mexico, Mona-

gtealc.sl things we provide

Cgﬂze QE C,sfave el

: - e Aside from person- co, Peru, Sudan and Tai-
stlﬁ al tutoririg, Connection wan.
\““SED Church also offers group Rashid and Dourado
\ classes 9:30-11 a.m. Satur- learned about the pro-
i days and 6:30-8 p.m. Tues- gram from a brochure
- : days at the church, locat- they found at Canton’s
Full Assistance with ed at 3855 S. Sheldon near library. Both smile as
i i i Geddes. they talk of how the pro-
B,a thmg ‘ Dress:ng & Hy 9 ’e()e Silagy is one of five gram has helped them.
in a Small Home-like Setting E.AS.Y. tutors along with  Connection Church’s Rashid plans to stay in

Frank Stephens of Can- English-tutoring program America, though Dourado

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, ton, Diane Hassenrik of was started as an outreach  returns in July to her law

Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents Westland and Gina and program to serving the studies in Brazil — with
B Mike Salminen, an Ypsi- community’s increasingly newfound confidence in
Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates lanti couple who have diverse population. her English skills. She

* 24 Hour Professional Staffing 3 [ taught in several coun- credits Silagy.

* Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free ‘ r S ta ree tries. Two other tutors ingly diverse population. “I don’t think I have

* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day Assisted Living are in training by the The mission is to help words to describe how

« On-Call Nurse Practitioner \ Plymouth-Canton Com- adults pursue their per- much help she has been

. i ' munity Literacy Council sonal goals by improv- to me,” Dourado said.

. ra‘!ifylc:;l:snexae:?g;ze{‘atundry ; 2?1:0%"3'53“:“ ey to use the Litstart teach-  ing their ability to under- For more information

» Beauty & Barber Shop et Lo jagy R Vot K] m(g: method. o stand, bspeak, realic: limd 0?3&%980%65%“ Sllagg at

* Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard ; ' I wpte g Eng > (734) : apoenoa
pastor, the Rev. Rocky ‘We're trying to meet e-mail to joycesilagy@
Barra, made E.LAS.Y. a a community need,” Sila-  wideopenwest.com.
priority last September gy said.
as an outreach program In all, 18 students rang- dclem@hometownlife.com
to help Canton’s increas- ing in age from 26 to their (313) 222-2238
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Canton trustee files
for U.S. House seat

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

U.S. House hopeful Dr. Syed Taj, a
Canton Democrat, has officially filed
as a candidate for the 11th District seat
held since 2003 by U.S. Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter, R-Livonia.

Taj's campaign announced Monday
he filed over 2,000 signatures he and
his supporters collected before turning
nominating petitions over to the state
Bureau of Elections.

The announcement from Taj cam-
paign manager Natalie Mosher came
five months after Taj confirmed he
would seek election in Michigan'’s new-
ly redrawn 11th Congressional Dis-
trict and not pursue a new term in his
fourth year as the only Democrat on
the Canton Township Board of Trust-
ees. s

Taj recently retired as chief of medi-
cine of Oakwood Hospital in Dearborn,
where he worked over 29 years as a doc-
tor. His candidacy comes after Mosh-
er unsuccessfully challenged McCotter
in 2010.

“Dr. Taj is picking up where I left
off,” Mosher said in a statement. “He
is a great candidate and a compassmn-
ate doctor. With his experience and hard
work, I know that we can win this seat
in November »

McCotter hasn't yet officially
announced his re-election bid.

Taj told the Observer earlier this year
he believes he can mount an effective
campal

“This is the year of anti-incumbency,”
he said, saying voters are tired of what

Canton Township Trustee Dr. Syed Taj has
officially filed petitions to challenge U.S.
Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia.

he called the paralysis of “a do-nothing
Congress.”

Monday’s announcement said Taj
hopes to use his experience to protect
Medicare and Social Secunty while
fighting for new jobs in Michigan,

The new 11th District includes Can-
ton, Livonia, Plymouth; Plymouth Town-
ship, Northville, Northville Township,
Novi, Novi Township, Farmington, Bir-
mingham, Auburn Hills, Bloomfield
Hills, Commerce Township, Highland
Township, Lake Angelus, South Lyon,

~ Lyon Township, Milford Village and

Township, Troy, Walled Lake, Waterford
Township, White Lake Township, Wixom
and part of Clawson, Rochester Hills,
West Bloomfield and Troy.

Taj's website is www.tajforcongress.com.
McCotter’s is www.mccotter2012.com.

dcdlem@hometownlife.com | (313)222-2238
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understand why the
water bills are so high,
and I can’t get a good

ary. He has cited a need
to restore declining fund
balances, address long-

answer.” term legacy costs, push
Cafarelli, a retired Cafarelli said area offi-  back against water-sewer
AT&T communications cials seem not to have rates and spur economic
technician, has launched  addressed the issue. development.
his first campaign for “They just put Band- Meanwhile, former
" public office, though he Aids on it. I want some Supervisor Tom Yack
served as a union official  resolution to the prob- strongly indicated in Jan-
for 27 years for the Com-  lem,” he said. uary his intent to seek a
munitations Workers of Williams, in the last part-time trustee seat,
America in places such year of his first four- though he hadn't formal-
as Detroit, Phoenix and year term, became the ly filed his petitions as of
White Plains, N.Y. first candidate to enter Wednesday.
“One big issue is the the township board race :
water bills,” Cafarel- by filing his petitions dclem@hometownlife.com
li said. “I just cannot for re-election in Janu- (313) 222-2238
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Experience new life
through the power of Jesus’ resurrection.
Communion will be available at all worship services.

St. Michael Lutheran Church
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stmichael-church.org
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Leave it to Sealy to create
the world’s finest
memory foam mattress

After years of devlopement and research within the
memory foam mattress market, Sealy has created just
what you have been looking for a great nights sleep!

ONE WEEK ONLY [ gonus!
5 Oo/ 2 FREE
OVER 0 OFF

i

Memory
Twin was $899........... NOW 399 |Foam Pillows|
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Sealy)] Mattresses
' : Any Size - Reg. ‘399

: QUICK — EASY—IN STOCK
Posturpedic  Twin Mattress...$199  Twin Box...5199
Posturpedic  Full Mattress...$199  Full Box...5199
Posturpedic Queen Mattress...$199 Queen Box...5199
Posturpedic  King Mattress...$199  King Box...5199 ea.

If you are looking for the most reasonably priced Sealy Posturpedic mattresses in
ALL of Michigan, you came to the right place! This Sealy Posturepedtc Special
priceing is for In-Stock purchases made at any of our 13 locations. Sold in sets onl_“
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Sealy

Sealy) Matiresses
Any Size - Reg. ‘199
QUICK — EASY—IN STOCK
Sealy Twin Mattress...$99" Twin Box...899” 5
Sealy Full Mattress...599” Full Box...899" il
Sealy Queen Mattress...$99” Queen Box...599” 1
Sealy King Mattress...599" King Box...$99"ea. |

If you are looking for the most reasonably priced Sealy Posturpedic mattresses in
ALL of Michigan, you came to the right place! This Sealy Posturepedic Special
priceing is for In-Stock purchases made at any of our 13 locations. Sold in sets only.
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New Morning School founder Elaine Kennedy addressed

the crowd at Laurel Manor in Livonia on Saturday during
the school’s 36th annual benefit auction. More than 400

people attended.

More than 400 turn out to
support New Morning School

More than 400 people
gathered in Livonia Sat-
urday to support an inde-
pendent Plymouth Town-
ship school that's about
to mark its 40th anniver-

The annual auction for
New Morning School,*
held at Laurel Man-
or, benefited from more
than $120,000 in contribu-
tions, event and program
advertising and donations
of auction items; organiz-
ers had not finished total-
ing net proceeds as of
earlier this week.

It was the 36th annu-
al auction for the school,
which claims it is the lon-
gest-running such event
in western Wayne County.

“I am continually hum-
bled by the generosi-
ty of our local commu-
nity,” said Elaine Ken-
nedy, founder and head
of school, in a press
release. “They have
shown that they value
quality education and
they recognize that New
Morning School delivers
on that value.”

The theme for the night
was Grande Carnevale,
the annual pre-Lenten
festival in Venice, and

Child Care with a Guarantee?

Only Learning Center with an exclusive guarantee!

gL £

=ow many do we have s

some guests attended in
traditional Venetian cos-
tumes.

There were silent and
live auctions, and auction
items included comput-
ers, theater tickets, bicy-

* cles and tickets to athletic

events. Vacation packag-

es in the auction included
a five-night golf vacation
for two in Scotland and a

six-night stay for four on
the Mediterranean island
of Malta.

Event sponsors includ-
ed Plastomer Corp.,
Plymouth Dental Associ-
ates, Seizert Capital Part-
ners, CVMedia, Monroe
Bank & Trust, Autumn
Associates, Crestmark
Bank, Laurel Manor,
Health Spa of Plymouth,
Plymouth Physical Ther-
apy Specialists and Stra-
tegic Partners Inc.

Founded in 1973, New
Morning School is a par-
ent-cooperative school
for students in preschool
through the eighth grade
with a current enrollment
of about 75 students. The
school stresses hands-on
learning and is based on
the educational philoso-
phy of Swiss psychologist
Jean Piaget.

SELECT

MONEY MARKET

for 1 week*

with no financial obligation

0.9

Yo

APY

$10,000 NEW MONEY &
ACTIVE CHECKING REQUIRED.

FOR BALANCES OF
$10,000 - $1,999,999.

LOCAL NEWS

online at hometownlife.com

P-CEP robotics team
qualifies for state meet

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Plymouth-Canton’s
Lighting Robotics team
may have snatched
defeat from the jaws of
victory over the weekend
at their second district

‘competition in Livonia.

And they’re perfectly
content with it.

Lightning Robotics
split the first two match-
es of the championship
final against the top-seed-
ed team from Ann Arbor,
but Ann Arbor’s robot
was malfunctioning, the
result of smacking P-
CEP’s robot around in the
first match. Ann Arbor
spent a time out between
the first two matches to
try and fix it, the top seed
approached Plymouth-
Canton with a request:
Call their own time out to
give Ann Arbor a chance
to fix the problem.

Lightning Robotics
complied and used their
own time out, then lost -
the deciding match to
Ann Arbor.

But that didn't matter.

“FIRST robotics isn't

about winning,"” said Jef- °

frey Hess, a Canton High
School junior driver who
is also vice presjdent
and electrical leader for
Lightning Robotics. “It’s
about gracious profes-
sionalism, about having
the best competition. We
wanted to go against the
best competition, so we
gave them the time.”

Lightning Robotics
struggled during the
qualifying rounds. They
lost the first match to the
second seed, then won
the next two to move on.
In the semifinal, Light-
ning Robotics swept the
third seed to advance to
the championship round
against Ann Arbor.

Ann Arbor spent much
of the first match crash-
ing its robot into Light-
ning’s robot, causing the
damage in the process
and setting up the mag-
nanimous gesture from
Lightning.

“We knew their robot
still wasn't working

FREE 5-star spa gift certificate (valued $15.00)
just for stopping by and taking a tour

Do you want your child to be ready for kindergarten?
Check out our proprietary and exclusive LIFESMART
Curriculum for ages 6 weeks onwards! e

Check our website for more details:

The Lightning Robotics drive team has piloted the team to 16th place and a spot in next
week’s state competition.

Eddie, the robot crafted by Lightning Robotics team members, goes through his paces
during the Kettering district.

Jay Obsniuk, creator and
faculty mentor to Light-
ning Robotics, who said
he was up in the stands
when the decision was
made. “Our kids decid-
ed to call time out to give
them time out to fix it.

It was completely their
choice, and I thought they
made the right one.
* “We're not all about
winning,” Obsniuk add-
ed. “We're there to teach

" the kids more about what

it takes to live a career
in whatever you want to
be in. In the beginning

of the year, we tell the
kids, ‘This is your team,
you take ownership of

it.” They took ownership
of it.”

The result left Light-
ning Robotics in 16th
place and on its way to
the state competition
April 12 at Eastern Mich-
igan University. Obsniuk
said the world champion
has come out of the Mich-
igan competition in nine
of the last 10 years,

Lightning Robotics gets an enthusiastic boost from its
cheering section.

right ... They looked at
us between matches and -

asked if there was any-
thing we could do,” said

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

www.tutortimeplymouthtownship.com

e TUIDRTME | s
(5 mile & Haggerty) CHILD CARE /R e UNITED TEMPERATURE
tu .com 8919 MIDDLEBELT « LIVONIA

See school for details. - ™ s Com
OEMTTIS™ 4

GUARANTEE: =  ((remcwemsout... )
We believe that you and your child will love our learning and fun-filled center
so much that we are willing to take all the risk through Tutor Time. After you
enroll, if you become dissatisfied with our service for any reason, we will refund
tuition, no questions asked. Exciting details at time of enrollment.
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Online Banking service, Debit Card purchases, checks palid and automatic electronic payments 10 a third party. Transfers to your c_hecluno savings, and money mar
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UBLIC SAFET

‘Brandon Tomblin is led back to the lockup after his preliminary hearing was delayed for a

|
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I A COMPETITIVE

AAA Life Insurance Company's EliteGuarantee 3-year
annuity is a great way to get a higher return on yeur
money, without tying it up long-term. Purchase your
annuity for as little as $3,000 and lock-in a high
short-term interest rate that's guaranteed for three

{

Ms. Jessie Phelps 734-462-7806

second time.
: lU DGE munity Schools Superin-
tendent Greg Baracy has
Continued from page A1 said Tomblin had partial
teaching assignments at
tant to guard against any Wayne Memorial High
appearances that Tomblin School, where he taught
might be treated differ- vocal music, and at
ently than another defen- Franklin Middle School,
dant facing a similar sit- St. Michael Lutheran
uation. School and Hicks Ele-
" “If we don't comply mentary School.
with that procedure, then Tomblin remains jailed
it leads to a taint,” Lowe with a $75,000/10 percent
said, adding later, “We've bond, meaning he could
got to be squeaky clean Brandon Tomblin's prelimi-  ‘be released with $7,500.
on this one."” nary hearing was delayed His family hasn't pest-
Lowe said he could have  again as a secorid 35th ed the bond, but Assis-
proceeded Monday if District Court judge recused tant Wayne County Pros-
Tomblin had intended to himself from the case. ecutor Maria Miller has
merely waive his prelim- said that, even if Tomb-
inary exam — a decision If that happens, Tomb- lin is released, he would
that automatically sendsa  lin’s case likely wouldbe  be placed under house
case to Wayne County Cir-  sent to another district arrest with an electron-
cuit Court for disposition.  court. ~ ic tether.
However, Lowe withdrew Tomblin could face pen- Charges out of Canton
from the case after learn-  alties ranging up.to 20 arose after Miller said a
ing that testimony was years in prison if he is mother contacted author-
going to be heard. convicted of the charg- ities alleging “inappropri-
Lowe, meanwhile, es out of Canton. Qut- ate behavior” toward her
tossed the case to the side Gerou's courtroom 16-year-old son.
only remaining 35th Dis-  on March 16, Assistant Baracy has said Tomb-
trict judge, James Plakas, Wayne County Prosecu- lin resigned and severed
and set the preliminary tor Brian Surma declined  his ties to the Wayne-
exam for May 4. Howev-  to comment on other Westland school district.
er, Lowe said he wouldn't  potential charges against :
be surprised if Plakas Tomblin. . dclem@hometownlife.com
also recuses himself. Wayne-Westland Com- (313) 222-2238

CURRENT
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CRIME WATCH

Identity theft

A 57-year-old Canton man notified
police after he became a victim of iden-
tity theft. .

The man, who lives northeast of Cher-
ry Hill and Haggerty, contacted police
Monday to report someone had been
using his Social Security number. He had
received notification from the Internal
Revenue Service saying he had to pay
back some of his tax refund because of
another job he didn’t actually have.

The supposed place of employment
was traced to a home health-care service
in Livonia. The IRS indicated the man
had earned $18,443, which he hadn’t.

The man told police he has never
worked in home care. He notified police
after the IRS told him it needed a police
report to further investigate the incident.

Bikes break-in

Police responded to a break-in that
occurred shortly after 2 a.m. Saturday
at the Sweet Bikes business an Ford
west of Lotz.

Police went to the business after a front-
door alarm went off. Officers found the
front door had been smashed out.

The door was slightly ajar, and a
police report indicated a racing bike
valued at $3,899 had been stolen.

_A similar incident happened at the busi-
ness on Feb. 24, the police report said.

Tools and threats
A loss prevention officer at the Home

" Depot store southeast of Ford and Lotz con-

tacted police after a suspect stole tools and
threatened the employee during an incident
that happened around 6 p.m. March 27.

The employee reported that a white male
in his 30s took two four-piece tool sets, put
them in a cart, wheeled them to the garden
center and left through a fire exit, getting
into a vehicle that was waiting for him.

The employee approached the suspect
before he reached the car and a short
struggle ensued. The employee said
the suspect told him he had a knife and
threatened him.

The getaway car was described as a
silver four-door Mercury.

Playstation purloined
A man reported his residence in the
47000 block of Ford Road, east of Beck,
was entered by someone who stole a Play-
station 3 from his entertainment system. -
The man told police the incident hap-
pened between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Friday.

The man told police he has had home-
improvement workers inside the house,
though a friend who recommended
the workers told him the employees
wouldn’t steal anything.

The man also told police had a vis-
it from a friend he hadn’t seen in six
months. He said the friend has a pre-

* scription drug problem and was previ-

ously arrested for home invasion.

Text threats

A 21-year-old woman told police a man
she knows has been sending threaten-
ing texts to her. The woman, who lives
in the Canton Crossings apartment com-
plex near 1-275 and Joy, said she was
told the suspect would get the money “in
blood” unless she paid what she owed,
according to a police report.

The woman said the man also told
her that he would send his baby’s moth-
er over to assault her. The victim didn't
want to prosecute but filed a report Sun-
day to have it on record.

Motorcycle stolen

The owner of a 2006 Suzuki GSX-R
motorcycle notified police after it was
stolen from the of his girlfriend’s apart-
ment in the 40000 block of Eaton, south-
west of Warren and Lotz, sometime pri-
or to 10 a.m. Friday.

The man said the motorcycle was still
parked when his girlfriend came home
around 2:30 a.m., but it was missing by
10 a.m.

The man told police he had a key to
the motorcycle. He said the only other
key he had was lost in North Carolina.

Seizure scare :

A young boy had quite a scare after
he had a seizure and lost consciousness
briefly while he and his mother were
walking to her car outside Lifetime
Fitness, on Haggerty south of Ford, a
police report said.

Paramedics and police went to the
scene shortly after 5 p.m. Sunday follow-
ing reports a boy about 4 or 5 years old
wasn't breathing. By the time authorities
arrived, he had begun breathing and had
regained consciousness.

Authorities learned the boy has a brain
tumor and occasionally suffers seizures.
He had fallen to the ground. He was tak-
en to St. Mary Mercy Hospital.

Compiled by Staff Writer Darrell Clem from
Canton Police Department reports.
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Annuities are usually purchased to meet long-term goals. Product and its featuresmay not be
avallable in all states. Under current tax la, eamings withdrawn before age 59 1/2 may be subject to
IRS penalty and taxable, During the surrender charge period, withdrawals exceeding 10% will be «
subject to a sumrender charge that may be higher than fees associated with other types of finantial
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