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Meeting 
moved 

The Plymouth-Can-
ton Board of Education 
meeting set for Tues-
day has been moved to 
the gymnasium at Pio-
neer Middle School to 
accommodate a larger 
audience. The meeting 
takes place 7 p.m. 

District officials 
expect a crowd, since 
a new school bound-
ary map is part of the 
agenda. The new map 
was made necessary 
when the board voted 
to close Fiegel Elemen-
tary School last week. 
The latest map had 
been drawn using the 
possibility the board 
would close two el-
ementaries (Gallimore 
being the other). Ad-
ministrators have been 
working on redrawing 
the map since Tuesda/s 
decision. 

Pioneer Middle 
School is located at 
46081 Ann Arbor Road, 
west of Sheldon in 
Plymouth Township. 

Canton's Lisa Hemmie 
was crowned Mrs. Michi-
gan America last week. 

Mrs. Michigan 
Lisa Hemmie, of Can-

ton, was crowned Mrs. 
Michigan America 2012 
last week in Grandville. 

Hemmie, who served 
in the U.S. Marines, is 
the director of Premier 
Athletics/Michigan 
Xtreme Cheer and 
Dance In Plymouth 
Township, where she 
channels her passion 
for teaching young 
people the importance 
of team work, good 
health, values and 
work ethic. 

At the state pageant 
Hemmie competed for 
the t i t le as Mrs. Eastern 
Michigan and said be-
ing Mrs. Michigan wil l 
allow her to implement 
the program "Today's 
Youth; building cour-
age, self-esteem and 
strength." She also 
received the Com-
munity Service award. 
Interview award. Physi-
cal Fitness award, and 
a prize package valued 
at more than $24,000, 
including an expense 
paid tr ip to compete 
for the t i t le of Mrs. 
America in May. 
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Teachers Jen Upson and Ginny Jeffres battle it out to illustrate Newton's Law of Force = Mass x Acceleration. 

Laws in motion 
Show teaches Newton in interactive way 

By Brad Kadrich 
0t»erver Staff Writer 

Eighth-graders at Central 
Middle School are preparing 
for a test this week that will 
include questions about Sir 
Isaac Newton's three laws of 
motion. 

After watching an interac-
tive, hip-hop demonstration of 
all three laws Thursday, they 
should be more than ready. 

Eighth-graders f rom all 
five Plymouth-Canton Middle 
Schools attended an assembly 
featuring FMA Live!, a travel-
ing show sponsored by NASA 
and the Honeywell Corpora-
tion. The show aims to teach 
Newton's laws in an interactive 
fashion featuring music, danc-
ing, video and participation 
from teachers and students. 

FMA Live! is designed to 
demonstrate the science kids 
encounter in everyday life. It 
supports the learning objec-
tives of the National Science 
Education Standards for grades 
5-8. 

For Plymouth-Canton eighth-
graders, FMA Live! fits the 
curriculum almost perfectly, 
according to Anthony Ruela, 
the principal at Central Middle 
School who hosted the event. 

"It ties very specifically with 
the science (units) the kids are 

Eric Olson and Christy Nicholle see that eighth-grader Chris Walls 
doesn't have enough mass to move the giant soccer ball. 

studying," said Ruela, in his 
fourth year as Central princi-
pal. "They give very detailed 
descriptions of the three laws 
of motion in kid-friendly lan-
guage. They accompany that 
with visual lessons the kids and 
teachers participate in." 

The hour-long program took 
students through the three 
laws — objects in motion or at 
rest stay that way unless acted 
upon by an outside force; force 
equals mass times acceleration; 
and for every action, there is 
an equal and opposite reaction 

— using a variety of props. The 
pieces included a Velcro® wall, 
a huge soccer ball and a couple 
of dragsters, along with several 
students and even a few teach-
ers. 

Discovery Middle School 
eighth-graders Kiev Good-
win and Zhanae Spratt said 
they weren't afraid to get up 
on stage in front of hundreds 
of her peers, then proved it by 
driving the dragsters in a dem-
onstration of action/reaction. 

Please see NEWTON, AS 

District 
begins IB 
process 

By Brad Kadrich 
Obierver Staff Writer 

Plymouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools officials have taken 
the first step toward becoming an 
International Baccalaureate dis-
trict. 

Following approval of the 
Board of Education Tuesday, dis-
trict administrators finished the 
application process to beat a Sun-
day deadline to apply to the Inter-
national Baccalaureate program, 
headquartered in Geneva, Swit-
zerland. 

The apphcation begins a two-
year process of establishing the 
international program for Plym-
outh-Canton students. Assuming 
the district is accepted into the 
IB program — and administra-
tors are confident it will be — IB 
preparation classes would begin 
with ninth-grade students in Sep-
tember. 

The first students who would be 
eligible for IB diplomas would be 
the Class of 2016. 

"Those classes would prepare 
(students) for the rigors of an IB 
program," said Tim Schoenherr, 
the district's director of innova-
tive programs. "And it is a rigor-
ous program." 

According to Schoenherr, dur-
ing the two-year candidacy peri-
od, the district would start send-
ing teachers to training and make 
whatever adjustments are neces-
sary in terms of curriculum and 
infrastructure. The candidacy 
period would include a site visit 
by IB officials. 

Among decisions to be made are 
leadership of the program, who 
will teach and which school — 
likely one of the district's three 
high schools — would be des-
ignated the IB diploma facility. 
That decision, Schoenherr said, 
has not been made. 

The board's decision to approve 
the apphcation allowed adminis-
trators to meet the April 1 dead-
line to apply for the 2012/13 
school year. Administrators had 
urged the board to approve the 
application — and it's $4,000 cost 
— so as not to wait an additional 
year to apply. 

The actual establishment of 
the International Baccalaure-

Please see IB PROCESS, A3 
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Couple challenges three-pooch rule 
By Darrell Clem 
Obierver Staff Writer 

Jennie and Alexander Yee didn't real-
ize Canton had a three-dog limit when they 
moved here late last year with their 5-
month-old son, Jacob, and the family's four 
pet pooches. 

That's right, one dog too many. 
They learned the hard way af te r an anon-

ymous complaint prompted an ordinance 
officer to visit their home and meet four 
friendly cockaliers — a mix of cocker span-
iel and cavalier King Charles spaniel — 
named af te r cars. There's Bentley, 4, Shel-

by, 3, and Beamer and Edge, both 2. 
"Edge as in Ford," Jennie Yee said. 
Yee can't imagine choosing to part with 

one of the dogs she described as cuddly 
pets. She said they mostly play quietly when 
they're in the family's fenced-in yard. 

Pooch patrol 
She took her case TXiesday to the Can-

ton Tbwnship Board of TVustees, imploring 
elected leaders to consider amending the 
ordinance. She brought pictures that made 
some officials smile. 

Please see RULE, A2 
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I k 
Jennie Yee and son Jacob with the four beloved 
dogs Yee says are part of the family. 
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RULE 
Continued from page A1 

"We'll certainly review 
it and keep you posted," 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy 
said. 

Yee could keep her dogs 
if she sought a kennel's 
Ucense and had over two 
acres of land, which she 
doesn't. Her house bor-
ders Eriksson Elemen-
tary School, southwest 
of Ford and Haggerty, 
though Yee said her dogs 
are friendly and have 
never bothered students. 
Some children "do love to 
run back and forth on the 
fence line and play with 
them," she said. 

Eriksson has report-
ed no problems involving 
the dogs. 

Yee has collected sup-
portive signatures from 
several neighbors who 
don't mind the four dogs. 

"They're everything to 
us," Yee told the township 

Little Jacob Yee gets a little attention from a family pet. 

board. "They're our family." 
She offered to build a 

privacy fence, pay extra 
fees, comply with period-
ic inspections, keep no-
bark collars on the dogs 
and limit their time out-
side when children are 
outdoors. 

"I was just outside with 
them (Wednesday) for 
three hours, and they 

didn't bark once," Yee 
told the Observer. 

Bentley, Shelby, Beam-
er and Edge all weigh 20 
pounds or less. Yee said 
she could understand an 
ordinance not allowing 
four — or even three — 
large dogs. 

Review coming 
"Can you imagine if 
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somebody had three 
Great Danes next door to 
you?" she asked. "That 
would be absurd. There's 
a big difference between 
three huge dogs and three 
(or four) small dogs." 

Yet an ordinance is on 
the books, and township 
officials plan to review it. 

"You make a lot of good 
points," LaJoy told Yee 
during Tbesday's board 
meeting. 

Yee said all the dogs are 
licensed and have their 
shots, and she cleans up 
after them. The fami-
ly got Bentley and Shel-
by from a rescue orga-
nization, and while the 
pair spawned Beamer 
and Edge, it can't happen 
again. 

"They've been fixed," 
she said. 

Yee suggested the town-
ship should allow four 
dogs if they weigh under 
25 pounds or so. She said 
Canton also might consid-
er a grandfather clause 
for new families who 
already have four dogs 
when they move here. 

TVustee Pat Williams 
said some neighborhood 
covenants and restric-
tions are, in some cases, 
more restrictive than the 
township's rules. How-
ever, Yee said one of the 
people who signed her 
pro-pet papers is the sub-
division president. 

One day after she 
appealed to the township 
board, Yee received a 
telephone call from Can-
ton police advising her 
that the complaint will 
not be pursued as local 
officials weigh possible 
changes to the ordinance. 
Yee said she felt encour-
aged. 

What happens, however, 
if Canton doesn't change 
the rules? What happens 
if Yee is forced to decide 
which dog or dogs have 
to go? 

"I'll cry," she said. "I 
don't want to think about 
that." 
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AROUND CANTON 
"Around Canton" is designed to announce upcoming 
events taking place in the community. Items will run on a 
space-available basis. Send details to bkadnch®hometown-
life com 

WOMEN'S CONNECTION 
Date/Time: Monday, April 9, 6-8:30 p.m. 
Location: Canton Coney Island, 8533 N. Lilley 
Details: Kathleen Ripley Leo, author and researcher and a 
member of the Mayflower Society, Daughters of the Ameri-
can Colonies, Daughters of the American Revolution and 
Daughters of the War of 1812, will be the guest speaker 
at the Canton Women's Connection meeting. She will talk 
about her journey to discovering these ancestors. RSVP by 
April 6. 
Contact: June Nicholas at (313) 610-2561 or e-mail 
junenicholas®comcast.net 

SLAVENS COFFEE 
Date/Time: April 2 and April 16, 5-6 p.m. both days 
Location: Daydream Cafe, 47192 Michigan Ave., Canton 
Details: State Rep. Dian Slavens, D-Canton, invites residents 
to join her for a cup of coffee and conversation at one of 
her upcoming coffee hours. Slavens hosts regular coffee 
hours and town hall meetings throughout Canton Town-
ship, Belleville and Van Buren Township. 
Contact: Call toll free at (888) 347-8021 or send an e-mail 
to DianSlavens@house.mi.gov with any questions or con-
cerns. 

PROM DRESS SALE 
Date/Time: Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m. to noon. 
Location: Plymouth High School 
Details: The second annual Prom Dress Sale is looking for 
donations of long or short formal dresses, shoes, jewelry 
and purses. Any items to be donated can be dropped off 
in the general office at Plymouth High School, 8400 Beck 
Road, Canton. Last year, more than 100 girls went home 
with a dress. 
Contact: Lisa Bernages, (734) 582-5553 

GIVING HOPE EVENT 
Date/Time: April 18, 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Courthouse Grille, 41661 Plymouth Road in 
Plymouth 
Details: Giving Hope, Women's Giving Circle hosts its 
spring educational meeting, featuring Dr. Debra Hollander, 
medical director of behavioral medicine services for St. John 
Providence Health System, talking about "The Impact of 
Stress on Our Bodies and Finding Our Inner Wisdom." Cost 
is $10 per ticket (free to anyone under 21). Light refresh-
ments and wine will be served. 
Contact RSVP to (734) 495-1200 or e-mail givinghopew-
gc@gmail.com 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Date/Time: Third Saturday of the month, 10-11:30 a.m. 
Location: Compassionate Care Hospice, 5730 Lilley, Canton 
Details: Compassionate Care Hospice announces a new 
grief support group, "Compassionate Words," providing 
emotional support to any adult grieving the loss of a loved 
one. The group will focus on the various stages of grief, 
and incorporate basic journal writing as a way to express 
feelings. The program is free of charge. 
Contact: To register, contact Ann Christensen, Compas-
sionate Care Hospice Bereavement Coordinator at (888) 
983-9050, or e-mail achristensen@cchnetnet 
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Canton Relay still seeks teams 
By Darrel l Clem 
Objerver StaM Writer 

With the Canton Relay 
for Life just weeks away, 
organi2ers still are look-
ing for fund raising teams 
to help the cancer-bat-
tling effort reach its 
$275,000 goal. 

In all, 67 teams have 
signed up. 

"We're still trying to 
get some more teams," 
American Cancer Soci-
ety staff partner Rachael 
Cook said. "Our goal is 77 
teams." 

Another team captain 
meeting has been set for 
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 
18, at Summit on the 
Park. Cook said anyone 
who wants to learn more 
about Relay for Life may 
attend. 

"We still need team cap-
tains," she said. 

That said. Cook said 
the Canton Relay for Life 
appears destined for yet 
another success as one of 
southeastern Michigan's 
most successful events. 

"Things are going 
wonderfully," she said. 
"We've got some real-
ly great new teams on 
board, as well as return-
ing teams that are in their 
10th or 11th year." 

Cook has said Canton 

RELAY FOR LIFE OF CANTON 

Tim LaGrow and Good Things Come in Small Packages 
share their Team Captain experience during the kickoff 
rally for the 2012 Canton Relay for Life. 

"sets the bar high" and 
provides "an example of 
what other Relays want 
to strive to be like." 

This year's 24-hour 
Relay marks Canton's 
14th event. It starts at 10 
a.m. Saturday, May 19, in 
Heritage Park. 

Canton raised near-

ly $273,000 last year. 
Local fundraising efforts 
earned Canton an Ail-
American Award from 
the American Can-
cer Society — an honor 
accepted in late February 
by Supervisor Phil LaJoy. 

"Canton is a very caring 
community," LaJoy said 

Friday. 
Much like Canton resi-

dents, township employ-
ees also have mounted 
fundraising efforts for 
Relay for Life. Moreover, 
LaJoy said Heritage Park 
provides a perfect, pic-
turesque location for the 
24-hour fundraiser. 

"It's beautiful," he said. 
Relay is an overnight 

community celebration 
where teams camp out, 
picnic, dance, play games 
and take turns circling a 
relay-style track to raise 
funds and fight cancer. It 
opens with a suryivor's 
lap around the track, fol-
lowed at sunset by hun-
dreds of luminaria light-
ing the area in a silent, 
emotional ceremony. 

Each luminary bag rep-
resents a loved one who 
has beaten cancer or who 
lost a battle. Relay also 
is meant to show support 
for those who still face 
cancer, in hopes the dis-
ease will one day be elim-
inated. 

For more information 
on the event, go to www. 
relayforlife.org/canton-
mi. Cook also may be 
reached by sending an 
e-mail to rachael.cook® 
cancer.org or by calling 
(248) 663-3430. 
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Area's largest church-
based blood drive returns 

By Darrel l Clem 
Obierver Staff Writer 

After needing blood 
while giving birth 
to her 6-month-old 
daughter Audrey, Can-
ton resident Jennifer 
Minchin has a personal 
reason to urge donors 
to roll up their sleeves 
to help the American 
Red Cross during the 
largest church-based 
blood drive in south-
east Michigan. 

Minchin almost 
needed blood when 
she gave birth to son 
Michael, 4, though she 
had no problems when 
her first child, 7-year-
old Grace, was bom. 

"I needed blood 
when I had Audrey," 
she said. "I didn't have 
a choice." 

Though she's thank-
ful she got the help 
she needed, Minchin 
can't return the gift 
because she has low 
hemoglobin levels. 
However, her hus-
band Michael is among 
the donors helping out 
during a Good Friday 
blood drive at Canton's 
St. Thomas a'Becket 
Church, sponsored 
every year with St. 
John Neumann Catho-

lic Church. 
"It's the largest 

church drive in south-
eastern Michigan, 
maybe even in the 
state," Diane Risko, 
American Red Cross 
donor services repre-
sentative, said. 

Minchin is encourag-
ing donors to sign up. 
She only wishes she 
could. 

"I think it's some-
thing easy for peo-
ple to do," she said. 
"They're giving a short 
period of their time, 
it's free to do it, and 
they're giving some-
thing back to the com-
munity." 

And they're saving 
lives. 

Risko said the goal 
is to collect 400 pints 
of blood at St. Thom-
as a'Becket, 555 S. Lil-
ley, south of Cherry 
Hill. She still needs to 
fill appointments from 
11:30 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. 
Good Friday, April 6. 

Risko said anyone 
who wants to donate 
may call her at (313) 
549-7052 or send an e-
mail to Diane.Risko@ 
redcross.org. 
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IB PROCESS 
Continued from page A1 

ate program must still be 
approved by the board. 
It is expected to consid-
er the plan at the April 17 
meeting. 

The potential inclusion 
of an IB program was 
met with applause from 
parents in the audience, 
who pointed to the exis-
tence of such programs 
in districts such as TVoy, 
Clarkston, Utica and 
Livonia, as indications 

they were a popular idea. 
There was also a feeling 

among parents the dis-
trict needed to enhance 
its educational offerings 
to keep pace with a bur-
geoning number of char-
ter schools in the area. 
National Heritage Acade-
mies is opening two more 
charter schools — one in 
Plymouth Tbwnship, the 
other in Ypsilanti — in 
September. 

"As a former educator, 
I understand rolling these 
programs out for Septem-
ber seems like an aggres-

sive timeline," said Chris-
tine Cummings of Plym-
outh. "However, our com-
petition is moving even 
more quickly than that. 
It's not only imperative 
we keep pace with the 
competition, but it's also 
very possible all will be 
very happy with the end 
product, given the obvi-
ous dedication of leader-
ship and staff, as well as 
the interest and support 
of parents and students." 
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Guests drive reading point home 
By Brad Kadrich 
Observer Staff Writer 

When U.S. Army Spec. 
Nicholas Wojcik planned 
a surprise two-week 
leave home to visit his 
family (without telling his 
mother, no less), a trip to 
his old elementary school 
wasn't on the itinerary. 

But when Hulsing Ele-
mentary School literacy 
interventionist Meghan 
Riedl, who used to work 
with Wojcik's mom, 
called and asked the sol-
dier to read as part of the 
school's March is Read-
ing Month effort, he 
could scarcely say no. 

So there was Wojcik, 
an Army mechanic home 
on leave from Qatar, in 
the Alissa Linton's first-
grade classroom, reading 
from Dr. Seuss and oth-
er children's favorites as 
the students listened with 
rapt attention. 

"What am I going to 
say, I can't say 'No' when 
(Riedl) calls," Wojcik said 
with a smile. "(Reading) 
opens up their minds to 
the possibilities, lets them 
use their imaginations." 

Wojcik was one of many 
readers who took to the 
classrooms at Hulsing 
Friday. All 16 elementa-
ry schools in the public 
school district — as well 
as the charter and pri-
vate schools — spent the 
month celebrating the 
importance of reading to 
youngsters. Among them 
were radio personalities 
such as WYCD's Dr. Don 
Carpenter and WDVD's 
Blaine Fowler, state Legis-
lators Dian Slavens, Kurt 
Heise and Pat Colbeck, 
and a variety of former 
teachers, school board 
members and others. 

Riedl said hearing the 
message from outside 
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U.S. Army Spec. Nicholas Wojcik read several books to first-graders at Hulsing Elementary School Friday as part of the 
school's March is Reading month program. Wojcik was on a two-week leave from his station in Qatar. 

'Dr. Don' Carpenter, from WYCD's morning show, reads to 
children at Achieve Charter Academy, in addition to being 
a radio personality. Carpenter is a syndicated writer. 

State Sen. Patrick Colbeck reads to Cheryl Zuzo's first-grad-
ers at Bentley Elementary School. Colbeck read the chil-
dren a biography about Neil Armstrong and talked about 
one of his teachers. Buzz Aldrin. 

sources benefits stu-
dents, who learn that 
even "celebrities" benefit 

from reading throughout 
their lives. 

"It's neat to bring in 

people from the commu-
nity our kids admire," 
Riedl said. "Bringing in 
outside readers shows 

children reading is a life-
long pleasure." 

Carpenter, best known 
for his "Dr. Don" morning 

show on WYCD, remem-
bers sitting in a similar 
classroom as a youngster 
and having a guest speak-
er urge him to "learn to 
write." He took the advice 
to heart and today, in addi-
tion to his radio gig. Car-
penter is a syndicated 
writer "getting paid for 
doing what I love to do." 

Now, Carpenter does 
his best to pass that mes-
sage along to as many 
classrooms as he can get 
into. 

"We try to hit as many 
schools as we can," said 
Carpenter, who spoke 
Thursday at Achieve 
Charter Academy in Can-
ton. "The younger ones, 
we focus on the reading, 
but by the time they get 
to fourth or fifth grade, 
(writing) is a pretty 
important lesson." 

Achieve Charter Acad-
emy Parent Ambassa-
dor Stephanie Abughan-
nam said she wanted Car-
penter to speak at the 
school's opening ceremo-
ny this year, but the radio 
star couldn't make i t She 
checked back with him for 
March is Reading month, 
and he was available. 

"To have somebody like 
this, with a little celebrity 
status, they get excited," 
Abughannam said. 

At Bentley Elementa-
ry School, Colbeck read 
to first-graders in Cher-
yl Zuzo's classroom, then 
answered all kinds of 
questions. Colbeck, an 
aerophysics engineer, 
read about Neil Arm-
strong and told students 
one of his teachers was 
astronaut Buzz Aldrin. 

Zuzo said Colbeck 
"even danced the 'freeze 
dance' with our class." 

"The children truly 
enjoyed his visit," Zuzo said 

We can help... 
Career transit ion training 

Professional Development opportuni t ies 

Small business entrepreneur explorat ion and preparat ion 

Physical fitness programs for all ages, interests 

and abilities 

Personal enr ichment classes in the arts, music, 

photography, culinary and more 

English as a Second Language classes 

Youth development programs 

Back to the Basics 

refresher classes 

Test preparat ion classes 

And so much more... Registration starts April 2'"' 

Continuing Education and Professional Development 
www.schoolcraftedu/ccpd | 734.462.4448 

Schoolcraft 
& College 

f JOIN US ON FACEBOOK @ www.facebook.com/schoolcrattcepd 
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is the difference between 

iv and varsity. 
SPEED CAMPS 
7 weeks of training: One day per week 

1 session a week UMITED SPACES available 
S140 for entire camp 

Focus On:* Speed training • Video analysis of training running form • Agility training 
• 1st step quickness • Linear and lateral explosiveness 

The Basics of 
Speed and Agility 

Learning From 
The Best 

YOUTH SPEED CAMP (aoe 7-10) 
Apnl 14 - May 26 • Saturdays 10:00 -11:00 AM 

INTERMEDIATE SPEED CAMP (age 11-13) 
Apnl 14 - May 26 • Saturdays 11.00 • 12 00 PM 

ADVANCED SPEED CAWIP (age 144) 
Apnl 14 - May 26 • Saturdays 12:00 -1:30pm 

YOUTH SPEED CAMP II (age 7-10) 
Sundays 1 00- 2;00pm 

i ' 1 ( ago 11-13) 
Sundays 2:00 - 3:00pm 

ADVANCED SPEED CAMP If (age 14+) 
Apnl 15- May 27 Sundays 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Free - My Speed Testing Day (April 21) 
Trart Your Speed with MySpeed Sundays 4:30 - 6J0 PM Ages 7+ - Adiletes must register before coming. 

MySpeed is a FREE web-based application lor Iradung athlete statistics and overall progress as an athlete trans with House ot Speed. 
Athletes and parents can view slat compansons to other athletes across the country Call lot more inlonnatlon. 

House of Speed 
7835 Market Street • Canton, Ml 48187 

Don Boohe's 
^JHOUSEOF 
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PLYMOUTH 
49555 N. Terri torial Rd. 
Plymouth, Ml -481 70 
734.414.7777 

BRIGHTON-HOWELL 
400 Wright Road 
Howell, Ml 48843 
517.579.9525 

ANN ARBOR-SALINE 
7190 N. Maple Road 
Saline, MI 48176 
734.446.5700 
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DiscoverNorthRidge.com 
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PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Nearly all of Plymouth-Canton's 1,400 eighth-graders got a hip-hop lesson about Newton's laws of motion during Thursday's FMA Live! presentation. 

NEWTON 
Continued from page A1 

"I learn by doing 
things," Spratt said. "The 
experience I had (on 
stage) was awesome." 

Spanish teacher Jenni-
fer Lipson climbed into 
a heavily padded sumo-
wrestler outfit to demon-
strate force. Although she 
lost the "force" battle with 
fellow teacher Ginny Jef-
fres, she said she enjoyed 
helping teach in a fashion 
not relegated simply to 
classroom learning. 

"I think when kids are 
able to see lessons act-
ed out it makes a lot more 
sense to them than just 
seeing it on paper," Lip-
son said. 

Eric Olson agrees. The 
co-host of FMA Live! said 

\ ^ 

Student Nick Ochoa is just hanging around, being inter-
viewed by John "J.J" James. 

Teacher Nick Brandon got an air-powered ride to a big 
cream pie. 

the troupe is doing a pair 
of 10-week tours (spring 
and fall) which total some 
40 performances. Since 
2004, he said, FMA Live! 
has been seen in 800 mid-
dle schools and by some 
300,000 students. 

Olson, who has been 
with the program since 
its inception, said he con-
sistently hears teachers 
say the curriculum sur-
rounding Newton's laws 
is "tough to drive home" 
in a classroom setting. 

"When they see it per-
formed with their teach-
ers and classmates, 
they're going to remem-
ber it," Olson said. "These 
things relate, and they 
can understand it." 

Olson remembers the 
student who told him 

once if the FMA stage 
was his classroom all the 
time, "science would be 
my best subject." 

"I love the reactions of 
the kids... it's different 
every time," Olson said. 
"Those reactions are what 
make it worth it for us." 

Cleanup 
group 
needs 

volunteers 
Volunteers a re needed 

to help a cleanup e f fo r t 
along Geddes Road 
between Sheldon and 
Beck and along Beck 
between Geddes and 
Michigan Avenue. 

The cleanup is set for 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Satur-
day, April 21. 

One of the organiz-
ers , Greg Greene, said 
picking up t rash and 
debr is f rom roadways 
and di tches not only 
makes Canton look bet-
ter, it also cuts down on 
pollution of the soil and 
water that occurs dur-
ing ra inwater runoff 
into the Rouge water-
shed system. 

Wayne County ref lec-
tive ves ts and t rash 
bags will be provided. 
Jus t look for green plas-
tic tubs in f ive places 
along the routes at these 
locations: 

• Beck Road and 
Michigan Avenue, the 
nor theast corner by the 
sign. 

• Beck and Geddes, 
the southwest corner by 
the sign. 

• Geddes and River 
Meadow Boulevard, at 
the east en t rance to Riv-
e r Meadow subdivision. 

• Geddes and Sar-
ah Ann Drive, the east 
en t rance to Kimberly 
Meadows subdivision. 

• Geddes and Sheldon, 
by the PNC Bank lawn 
sign. 

For more informa-
tion call Greene at (734) 
855-6192, send a e-mail 
to gcgreenedotbiz® 
aol.com or go to www. 
gcgreene.biz and look 
for the "About" tab. 

Quick Lane M ° i ° r b r a n d s 
( 1 TIRE & AUTO CENTER I V 1 O J O T C I O O I • 

Dealership Quality at Aftermarket Prices 

Use our 

f f f f f Wi-Fi 
^lo check out the competitor' 
V price right here at 

(pnllnenlal 
TIFtE 

•i nanKOOK J p T O O H A M A Quick Lane 

Why go anywhere else for tires? x 

f i f e ? >e vie 

Get iipfto s23® 
in Reba faa • 

se 

See a Service Advisor for Details. lifsy 

BIG 
TIRE 
EVENT 

rebate when you buy 4 tires!" 

$50 And a W W rebate when you 
use your Quick Lane Credit Card on a 
qualifying purchase of $250 or more.+ 

I The Works. 
jAn Oil Change $OQ95 
and Much More, w w 

No Appointment Necessary 
Oil Change • Tire Rotation 

Brake Inspection • Filter Check 
Multi-Point Inspection • Fluid Top-Off 

Battery Test • Belts & Hoses Check 
Up to fiv« quarts of Molorcraft* Premium Synltietic Blend oil and 

Motorcraft* oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. 
Hytrid battery test excluded. See Service Advisor for vehicle 

exclusions and details. Otter valid with coupon. Expires 5-31-12. 

Motorcraft® Complete 
Brake $4 on 95 
Service. IO? ! 

Brake Pads or Shoes 
Machining Rotors or Drums 

Labor Included 
Price includes a $40 mail In rebate. Per axle price on most cars 

and light trucks. Taxes extra. Hybrid battery lest excluded. 
See Service Advisor for vehicle exclusions and details. 

Offer valid with coupon. Expires 5-31-12. 

• We service all makes and models. • • Service while you wait and no appointment necessary. 
• Our technicians are factory-trained and use Motorcraft parts. • Quick Lane® offers evening and weekend hours. 

Get up to $80 in Rebates on Motorcraft® Brakes. 
See a Service Advisor for Details. 

wti Quick Lane a t B i l l B r o w n F o r d 
Tl«r. A AUTO CtHTCR 

32230 Plymouth Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48150 

734.744.0400 
www.quicklanelivonia.com 
Quick Lane Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-7pm: Sat 8am-5pm 

Plymouth Rood 
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Reward 
Card 
After purchase of one 
or more qualified VPS 
Services. See dealer ^ 
for details. 

Otlcf 

IhUNioh Aflrt 30.201?. 

^ Appro 
Auto H 
Approved 

Repair \ 
Life is better in the Quick Lane^ 
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Police arrest pair in recent break-ins 
By Matt Jachman 

Observet Staff Writer 

A 9-1-1 call from a witness 
and a quick police response 
early Wednesday resulted in 
two arrests in connection with 
recent break-ins and larce-
nies in south-central Plymouth 
Township. 

Police arrested 29-year-
old Steven Fisher and anoth-
er man shortly after midnight 
Wednesday after a witness 
reported seeing two people 
who were carrying lawn equip-
ment running in the area of 

Corrinne and Mayville, in the 
Green Meadows subdivision, 
said Plymouth Tbwnship detec-
tive Sgt. David Hayes. Hayes 
said responding officers were 
aware of previous incidents in 
the neighborhood and quickly 
set up a perimeter. 

Fisher, a township resident, 
was found disheveled and short 
of breath on Northern, Hayes 
said, and eventually admit-
ted to breaking into a shed at a 
house on Ball Street. Fisher and 
the second man were arrested. 

In the area of Ball and May-
ville, police had found a riding 

mower and two lawn-edgers, 
and a canvass of the neighbor-
hood revealed the shed break-
in, Hayes said. A lock had been 
cut off the shed, he said. 

Later Wednesday, police exe-
cuted a search warrant at Fish-
er's home and found items 
reported stolen in other thefts in 
the same neighborhood, includ-
ing a TUesday break-in at a 
house on Corrinne, Hayes said. 

The home break-in on Cor-
rinne occurred during the day 
on "Riesday; the burglar or bur-
glars broke a window to get 
into the house, Hayes said. TNvo 

video game units, a bicycle and 
a BB rifle were reported stolen. 

In addition to the shed break-
in and the home break-in, Fish-
er was also charged in connec-
tion with a Monday garage bur-
glary. 

He was arraigned Friday 
in 35th District Court on two 
counts of breaking and enter-
ing, two counts of receiving 
and concealing stolen property 
and one count of second-degree 
home invasion. Judge Michael 
Gerou set a $50,000 bond, and 
Fisher was still in police custo-
dy on Friday. His preliminary 

hearing is scheduled for Fri-
day, April 13, in district court. 

The second suspect was tak-
en to St. Mary Mercy Hospital 
in Livonia for observation after 
trying to hurt himself short-
ly after being arrested, Hayes 
said. The suspect has not been 
arraigned and was not serious-
ly hurt, he said, and is expected 
to he charged later. 

Hayes said police are continu-
ing to investigate the suspects' 
possible connection to other 
area larcenies. 
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HEATING & COOLING 
734-459-3971 

IJ:N=I F 
ESTIMATES! 

Don't Get Caught With Your Pants Down! 
BE PREPARED FOR THE HOT SUMMER 

Ilk $ 89 
A/C 

Maintenance 
$99 VALUE 

Service Repair 
with a paid diagnostic fee 

Can not be combined with 
a B any other offers. No expiration. 

1*25 
" OFF turn to the experts 

www.expertheatcool.com 

Check us out on the Web every 
day at hometownlife.com 

House passes autism insurance bill 
On Thursday, with the 

support of State Repre-
sentative Dian Slavens, 
D-Canton, the House 
passed Senate Bills 
414,415 and 981, which 
require insurance com-
panies to cover evidence-
based treatments of 
autism spectrum disor-
ders and establish a fund 
to help reimburse part of 
the cost. 

The governor's bud-
get recommends spend-
ing $34.1 million — $10.1 
million from the Gener-
al Fund — on autism ser-
vices, with $20.1 million 
helping to reimburse pri-
vate insurers and the 
$13.5 million providing 
this care for children who 
are on Medicaid or MlCh-
ild programs. 

"This legislation has been 
years in the making and I 
am proud to support this 
important measure that 
awaits Governor Snyder's 
signature," said Slavens. 
"While this package is a 
wonderful achievement 
for Michigan's children, we 
must now work towards 
covering treatment for all 
mental health disorders in 
Michigan." 

It is estimated that one 

State Rep. Dian Slavens, here reading to Hulsing Elemen-
tary Schools to promote March is Reading month, called 
the autism insurance bills "a wonderful achievement for 
Michigan's children, (but) we must now work toward cover-
ing treatment for all mental health disorders in Michigan." 

in every 150 individuals 
is diagnosed with autism, 
making it more common 
than pediatric cancer and 
diabetes combined. It 
occurs in all racial, eth-
nic, and social groups and 
is four times more likely 
to strike boys than girls. 

According to the Mich-
igan Department of Edu-
cation, an estimated 
13,839 children in Mich-
igan had some form of 
autism in 2008. Most 
health insurance compa-
nies cover only autism 
screenings, leaving fam-
ilies to pay $50,000 or 

more each year for treat-
ment. If untreated, it can 
cost approximately $3.4 
million to provide care 
for an individual with 
autism over his or her 
lifetime. 

"This legislation will 
help the families and 
many children with 
autism become indepen-
dent and successful in 
school and life," Slavens 
said. "I am honored to be 
able to be the voice of so 
many Michigan families 
dealing with autism and 
do something tangible to 
help them." 

f 

Waltonwood Senior Living 
Because you deserve a carefree retirement 

Residents enjoy the independence they desire with the support they need. 

Spacious aparcmcnls • Housekeeping & maintenance • Delicious, home-cooked meals • Activities and transportation 

Personal care services delivered by our own Licensed Assisted Living caregivers • Pet friendly 

— - - s s s r 
— G r a n d m a 

L o v i n g t h o s e 
r^n t -v d i s o r d e r s 

M a r . 2 9 t h 
T h u r s . , w a r 

6 : 3 0 P ® 1 

Two locations in Canton. Call and schedule your 
personal tour today. 

Waltonwgdd 
Redefining Retirement Living* 

HUGGING 
GRANDMA 
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CARRIAGE P A R K 
Independent Living & Licensed Assisted Living 

(734) 335-0947 

2250 N Canton Center Road 

SINtill. 
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CHERRY H I L L 
Independent Lidng, Licensed Assisted Liiing & Memory Care 

(734) 335-1459 

42600 Cherry Hill 

w w w . W a l t o n w o o d . c o m 


