Thanks Badge

Dawn Christianson
of Canton was recently
named a recipient of the
highest adult honor in
Girl Scouting, the GSUSA
Thanks Badge. Chris-

tianson was honored

by Girl Scouts Heart of.

Michigan at the council’s

Volunteer Ri nition :
Luncheon Mﬁzain PRICE: $1 e THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2012 ¢ hometownlife.com
East Lansing. 5

The Thanks Badge
is given to an adult
volunteer whose service ° o
impacts the entire coun-
=== Board closes Fiegel, spares Gallimore
ment, so far beyond the ’
expectations of the posi-
tion held that no other
award is appropriate. -

Christianson trained e v WHAT DO YOU THINK?
m&mﬂtﬁ i Did the school board do the right
She droutBH awodshgp Parents of Gallimore Elementary thing? Let us know what you think by e-

AR eledr,  Schoolstudents walked into Tuesday’s mailing bkadrich@hometownlife.com.
thast Fad o Vol Plym_outh-anton Board of Educat}on
thal gl sk'llsm neers meeting hoping the board would disre-
de airls : ||eheded gard an administration proposal to close The board also approved the move
gguﬂe gl MI i two schools, including theirs. of the Starkweather alternative high
Girl Scout P They got their wish. school program from its current build-
Experience. Board members voted 5-2 against a ing to Fiegel, located on Joy Road just
motion to close Gallimore Tuesday, with  east of I-275. That move will also come
; Trustees Mark Horvath and Mike Malo-  at the start of the 2012-13 school year.
Share me[nory ney casting the only votes to close it. “This has been a long process,” Supt.
Parents of Fiegel Elementary School Jeremy Hughes said before the votes.
Of grandma! students weren't so lucky. In a 6-1 vote “Many things have taken place — meet-

On May 3, Hometown (with Vice President Adrienne Davis vot-  ings, forums — and we believe we've Plymouth-Canton Board of Education trustees voted
LifeWoman' will publish ing no), the board voted to shutter Fiegel Tuesday to close Fiegel Elementary School, but spared Gal-
=7 Salute To WOI?\ X beginning with the 2012-13 school year. Please see BOARD, A2 limore Elementary School.

As part of this edition,
we invite readers to add
your words and photo C t
to this special edition.

Tell us about a special a'n On ea‘rns
memory you have of

your grandmother St ‘t h

e el dl€ Nnonor

possible). Share your

SALON OFFERS
SPA EXPERIENCE

BUSINESS, A8

A GANNETT COMPANY

ey for crime cut

E-mail your photo and
special memory to bkad-
rich@hometownlife.
com. Be sure to include
your first and last name
and identify your grand-
mother with a first and
last name, too. Be sure
to tell us where you live,

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Using crime and traffic crash
data to steer law-enforcement
efforts, Canton police spearhead-
ed an initiative that led to a sharp
reduction of burglary, larceny,

ag:’d doc;\'t forget to pro- auto theft and traffic accidents
vide ge a‘mme phone along two key stretches of roads
g:t:\e aczred ere you n where statistics showed the prob-
g Iooi( Yol * lems were most likely to occur.
tiveniaf el The program ushered in such a
min i May DRl success rate.that it has earned the
T Al i Canton Public Safety Department

Opening Diy
ticket contest

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ford volunteers Lisa Jacobi and Dave VanHoet are part of the Ford crew unloading diapers.

a 2011 Traffic Safety Achieve-
ment Award from the Governor’s
Traffic Safety Advisory Commis-
sion. :
“We are appreciative of being
honored for a program that is
proving to be a win-win situation

contest f‘::r:xnce for the community,” Canton Spe-
to win two tickets to . ) e ciz% Services Lt. Todd Mutchler
i said.

=== Diapers are Ford’s better idea | v

the Boston Red Sox April | the award after using a data-driv-

5 at Comerica Park. Our : . . : en approach to crime-fighting

website, Hometownlife By Darrell Clem dropped off supplies the diaper  that gives back to local com- and traffic safety along key prob-
2 f Observer Staff Writer bank’s unpaid leader, Marybeth munities. Donations to the dia- lem areas, including Ford Road

com, is giving away two
tickets, but you must act

Ford Motor Co. employ-

Levine, planned to start dis-
persing this week to social ser-

per bank marked one of many -
activities across metro Detroit.

between Haggerty and I-275 and
along Haggerty between Van

lfi?;:‘mrg giecg:;ft ees,ina move to he}p children vice agencies ranging from the - Born and Joy roads.
friend and getfive and struggling families, col- Wayne County Women, Infants ~ Stocking shelves Canton authorities used statistics
Etralehances to Wit lected 18,653 disposable dia- & Children Program to the Plymouth mom and Ford _ to identify those areas as having
if they also enter the pers delivered by company vol- Downriver Fish & Loaves Food employee Lisa Jacobi deliv- the highest crash and crime rates,
i The winner will unteers Monday to the Can Pantry. . ered diapers along with compa- resulting in six months of high-vis-
be' seltesl Ll e s ton-based Detroit Area Dia- Emplqyees from 15 locations,  ny volunteers Dave VanHoet of ibility law enforcement along those
April 2 per Bank, a nonprofit charity mostly in Dearborn butinclud-  Canton, Vince Amore of Livo- roadways. The effortled toa 17.5-
g that has helped meet a critical ing the Livonia Ford Transmis-  nia, Mark Carrier of Ann Arbor percent drop in burglary, larce-
need across southeast Michigan sion Plant, collected the diapers and Levine's husband, Steve ny and auto theft and a 24-percent
since April 2009. and thousands of baby wipes Levine — helping to restock decrease in traffic.crashes.
INDEX Rolling up in a box truck, last week during the latest Ford
B 3 ia Ford Volunteer Corps members  Accelerated Action Day effort Please see DIAPERS, A4 Please see HONOR, A3
Crossword Puzzle ....B12
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2;';’,"(:_5.::::: ::::::}3 : By Darrell Clem Slavens, cam- According to Working hard
WHeelS . eyl B14 Observer Staff Writer paigning for a the state Bureau Slavens’ newly redrawn 21st
third consecu- of Elections web-  District includes most of Can-
© The Observer & Eccentric Though they represent tive two-year site, Slavens ton and Van Buren townships
Volume 37 + Number 80 opposing political parties, term, and Heise, and Heise as of and all of Belleville. Heise's 20th
incumbent state Reps: Dian a freshman legis- Wednesday had District encompasses the Plym-
Home Delivery: — Slavens, D-Canton, and Kurt lator seeking his no opposition — ouths, Northville Township, part
(866) 887-2737 Eg Heise, R-Plymouth, cite simi- second win, have either within or of Northville and the eastern
=== larissuessuch as job creation filed for re-elec- Heise Slaven outside their par-  portion of Canton.
mmm =‘ and public education funding tion long before ties — though Slavens indicated she is confi-
Plymouth MI 48170 o = as top priorities they hope to the May 15 filing deadline for potential challengers still have dent as she seeks what would be
Ea continue tackling if they win state House hopefuls declaringa  weeks to rattle the political land-

re-election. political party. Please see STATE REPS, A2
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presented our best rec-
ommendation for schools
being closed, as well as
realignment of school
boundaries.”

One, not two

Board members dis-
agreed, at least with half
of the plan. They first .
agreed to close Fiegel,
which had also been tar-
geted for closure last
year before a last min-
ute vote to close it failed.
Trustee Barry Simescu,
who voted against closing
Fiegel last year, shifted
his position after seeing
information provided by
the administration.

“Last year, I was not
ready to do this ... we
didn’t have enough infor-
mation,” Simescu said.

“I'm looking at the future.

I believe Fiegel students
will be moved to high-
quality schools and get a
high-quality education.”
Trustee Mark Horvath,
who wasn'’t on the board

last year, agreed to close
Fiegel this year. He said
it makes more sense to
realize some $1 million in
savings that could then be
put back into remaining
schools.

“What'’s best for the
kids and for the teachers
is to get as many resourc-
es into the hands of great
teachers,” Horvath said.
“I can't support keeping
buildings open just for
the sake of keeping build-
ings open.”

But Davis, who cast the-
swing vote to keep Fiegel
open last year, also voted
to keep it open this year,
disagreeing that money is
everything.

“Cost savings and con-
solidation should not
be the largest factors,”
Davis said. “The biggest
factor should be student
achievement.”

Trustees were far less
willing to close Galli-
more, a move administra-
tors said would save near-
ly $1 million. Judy Mar-
digian, the board’s lon-
gest-serving member,
said closing Gallimore,

and shifting some 400 stu-
dents to other schools,
wouldn’t leave room
either for any possible
increase in population or
addition of new program-
ming.

“I really had a hard
time with this one,” Mar-
digian said. “I'm not
ready to do it. I want us to
be able to add additional
programs, and if we close
Gallimore I don’t know if
we'll be able to do it.”

Mixed emotions

Emily Florence of Can-
ton, who has five children
in the district, includ-
ing three who attend Gal-
limore, said decision
leaves Gallimore's spe-
cial-needs contingent in
place, singling out efforts
Gallimore teachers make
with autistic children.

Still, she said, the deci-
sion left her with mixed
emotions.

“I'm very relieved Gal-
limore has been spared,
but there’s that compas-
sion for the parents at
Fiegel,” Florence said.
“We have some great
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autistic improvement
programs, and Gallimore
is conducive to that learn-
ing environment. “We've
been innovative in our
programs ... those special
things that go on at Galli-
more give it an edge.”

Trustee Mike Maloney,
though, pointed out the
district could have used
the million-dollar savings
in other areas.

“A million dollars is
another 10 teachers,”
Maloney said. “Or, our
textbook budget is some-
thing like $500,000.”

The board tabled two
motions it would have
had to consider had it
closed Gallimore. One
was the new boundary
map, which will have to
be redrawn — again — in
the light of Gallimore's
survival.

The other was a propos-
al to repurpose Gallimore
to house 12 classrooms of
the TAG program and use
eight classrooms for pre-
school.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

STATE REPS

Continued from page A1

her last two-year legisla-
tive stint due to term lim-
its.

“I think people see I'm
working hard to move
Michigan forward,” she
said.

Slavens cited jobs, pub-
lic education funding
and transparency among
political candidates and
their financial supporters
as critical issues.

“Naturally we have to
bring businesses back to
Michigan. The key is get-
ting jobs to the state,” she
said. “I'm also fighting
real hard against school
funding cuts. I will con-
tinue to fight to make
sure we fund our public

schools, because we are
failing there.”

Slavens, who filed for
re-election March 2, said
she supports transpar-
ency in political funding
for election robocalls and
an effort to prohibit com-
panies that donate more
than $100,000 to a cam-
paign from benefiting
from contracts within a
year’s time.

State’s strides

She also touted her
efforts to bring advanced
battery jobs to Michi-
gan and to eliminate life-
time health-care ben-
efits for legislators,
though she said the adopt-
ed bill wasn't far-reach-
ing enough because it
retained the perk for law-
makers who complete six

years of service by Jan.
1,2013.

Heise, meanwhile,
said Michigan has made
strides though his prior-
ities remain the same as
he seeks a second term.

“I think it’s really the
same issues that I ran on
in 2010 - No. 1 is jobs, No.
2 is public education and
No. 3 is the state budget
and the economy, which
are kind of hand-in-hand,”
said Heise, who filed for
re-election Jan. 6.

“I think as a state we've
made great progress on
jobs and the state bud-
get,” he said, adding lat-
er, “We want to keep the
momentum going. Mich-
igan has turned the cor-

" ner, but we have a long

way to go. People are still
hurting, and the unem-

ployment rate is still too
high ... but now is not the
time to switch gears (in
Lansing).”

Heise said he supports
“a fairer and more equita-
ble way of funding public
education.”

He touted first-term
accomplishments includ-
ing his role in achiev-
ing a balanced state bud-
get and eliminating the
Michigan Business Tax
and surcharge that “was
killing jobs in Michi-
gan.“

“We're showing the
world that Michigan is
serious about job creation
and getting our econo-
my back on track,” Heise
said.

dcdlem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com

AROUND CANTON

“Around Canton” is de-
signed to announce upcom-
ing events taking place in the
community. Items will run
on a space-available basis
Send details to bkadrich@
hometownlife.com

BUNNY BRUNCH

Date/Time: Saturday,
March 31

Location: Plymouth Salva-
tion Army Corps, Main
Street just south of Ann
Arbor Road

Details: The Salvation
Army Plymouth Corps hosts
a Bunny Brunch, an event
that will help provide ad-
ditional awareness to the
community about ministry
programs such as: Men’s
and Women’s Ministry,
Summer Day Camp, Tiny
Tots Pre-School, Youth
Programming, Emergency
Disaster Services, and
Tae Kwon Do. The Great
Lakes Rabbit Sanctuary
will also be on hand with
their residents. Youth will
receive an Easter basket
they can fill with some
treats and their completed
crafts. There will also be a
photographer available to
take a family picture that
can be taken home as an

‘ additional memory of the
Easter holiday.
Contact: Call (734) 453-
5464,

WOMEN'S
CONNECTION
Date/Time: Monday, April
9, 6-8:30 p.m.

Location: Canton Coney
Island, 8533 N. Lilley
Details: Kathleen Ripley
Leo, author and researcher
and a member of the May-
flower Society, Daughters
of the American Colonies,
Daughters of the American
Revolution and Daughters
of the War of 1812, will be
the guest speaker at the
Canton Women’s Connec-
tion meeting. She will talk
about her journey to discov-
ering these ancestors. RSVP
by April 6.

Contact: June Nicholas at
(313) 610-2561 or e-mail.
junenicholas@comcast.net

SLAVENS COFFEE

Date/Time: April 2 and
April 16, 5-6 p.m. both days

Child Care with a Guarantee?

Only Learnlng' Center with an exclusive guarantee'

for 1 week*
with no financial obligation

just for stopping by and taking a tour
Doyouwantyourohﬂdtobemdyforkhdmﬁm?

Chmkoutourpropﬂahtymdududww GERY Pl

~ Curriculum for ages 6 weeks onwards!

Check our website for more details:
wwwtuhrﬁmeplymnuthwwmhlpoom

GUARANTEE:

FREEs-starspaglfteertiﬂcate(valnedS'm |

>

~

We believe that you and your child will love our learning and fun-filled center
so much that we are willing to take all the risk through Tutor Time. After you
enroll, if you become dissatisfied with our service for any reason, we will refund
tuition, no questions asked. Exciting details at time of enrollment.

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP

. 15225 Haggerty Road
(5 mile & Haggerty)

734.420.2700

See school for detalls.

Our Quality Choice Meats have NO Fillers
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PICNIC
BASKET

MARKETPLACE

49471 ANN ARBOR RD.
In Plymouth

(Located at Ann Arbor Rd.
& Ridge Next to CVS)

(734) 459-2227

wwiw.picnicbasketmarket.com for more specials ‘
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Tuesday
All-You-Can-Eat
Crab Legs

*2)1.9%

Wednesday
8 oz. Prime Rib
Dinner

*10.99

Larger cut available for
additional $1 per ounce

Patio Now
Open!

Friday

All-You-Can-Eat
Fish & Chips

*13.99

e,

P e T

$ll @ @ﬁggg of 2 entrees*
$ll 5 @ﬁ(yyu of 4 entrees*
tg’@ @mmm of 6 enfrees*

*With purchase of 1 beverage per entree.
Not valid on daily specials ot other offers.
One coupon per table. Expires 4-30-12.

340 N. Main Street * Plymouth, Ml

Serving Lunch & Dinner
340 N. Main Street » Plymouth, MI

734.455.3700

www.plymouth-crossing.com
FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT & BAR

Location: Daydream Cafe,
47192 Michigan Ave.,
Canton

Details: State Rep. Dian
Slavens, D-Canton, invites
residents to join her for a
cup of coffee and conversa-
tion at one of her upcom-
ing coffee hours. Slavens
hosts regular coffee hours
and town hall meetings
throughout Canton Town-
ship, Belleville and Van
Buren Township.

Contact: Call toll free at
(888) 347-8021 or send an e-
mail to DianSlavens@house.
mi.gov with any questions
or concerns.

PROM DRESS SALE

Date/Time: Saturday, April
21,9 a.m. to noon.
Location: Plymouth High
School

Details: The second annual
Prom Dress Sale is looking
for donations of long or
short formal dresses, shoes,
jewelry and purses. Any
items to be donated can be
dropped off in the general
office at Plymouth High
School, 8400 Beck Road,
Canton. Last year, more
than 100 girls went home
with a dress.

Contact: Lisa Bernages,
(734) 582-5553

GIVING HOPE EVENT
Date/Time: April 18, 6:30
p.m.

Location: Courthouse
Grille, 41661 Plymouth Road
in Plymouth

Details: Giving Hope,
Women's Giving Circle
hosts its spring education-
al meeting, featuring Dr.
Debra Hollander, medical
director of behavioral
medicine services for St.
John Providence Health
System, talking about
“The Impact of Stress on
Our Bodies and Finding
Our Inner Wisdom.” Cost
is $10 per ticket (free to
anyone under 21). Light
refreshments and wine
will be served.

Contact: RSVP to (734)
495-1200 or e-mail giving-
hopewgc@gmail.com

GRIEF SUPPORT

Date/Time: Third Saturday
of the month, 10-11:30 a.m.
Location: Compassionate
Care Hospice, 5730 Lilley,
Canton

Details: Compassionate
Care Hospice announces a
new grief support group,
“Compassionate Words, "
providing emotional sup-
port to any adult grieving
the loss of a loved one. The
group will focus on the
various stages of grief, and
incorporate basic journal
writing as a way to express
feelings. The program is
free of charge.

Contact: To register, con-
tact Ann Christensen, Com-
passionate Care Hospice
Bereavement Coordinator
at (888) 983-9050, or e-mail
achristensen@cchnet.net.
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Miracle League
wins Pyramid honor
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Youth theater troupe returning to stage

By Matt Jachman

munity Schools teach-

Hansel & Gretel and The

Hansel & Gretel, with 8-

Observer Staff Writer er and longtime theater Elves and the Shoemak- to 10-year-olds, is 2:30
director. The troupe, for er. The older children will p.m. Saturday and 1 p.m.
Belo’s Caught in the Act  children ages S through take on a newer show, a Sunday.

The Miracle League According to judges, Youth Theater returns to 13, had its debut in slapstick mystery called Poetic License to Kill,
of Plymouth was cho- the project involved the stage this weekend December at Barefoot Poetic License to Kill, by  with a cast of 11-, 12- and
sen the 2012 Best Proj-  an extremely high * with two performanc- Productions’ theater in K.B. Tobin. 13-year-olds, is 7 p.m. Fri-
ect Teams (under level of cooperation es each of three differ- Plymouth, and has been The actors have a new day and 12 p.m. Saturday.
$3 Million) Pyramid between the owner, ent shows, at Hoben Ele- rehearsing its spring home, temporarily at Tickets are $5 at the
Award for the Mira- architect and contrac- mentary School in Canton  shows at the Plymouth least, in Hoben's cafeto- door for each show.
cle League of Plym- tor, resulting in true Township. Historical Museum. rium. Hoben is at 44680 Saltz,
outh project, a base- synergism between The independent youth This weekend, the com- The Elves and the Shoe-  west of Sheldon.
ball field and pavilion  these three enti- troupe is run by Sharon pany is offering two clas-  maker, with 5-, 6-and 7-
for children with spe-  ties; resulted in an Belobraidich, a retired sic fairy tales, both from  year olds, is 10 a.m. Sat- mjachman@hometownlife.com
cial needs. improvement in some Plymouth-Canton Com- the Brothers Grimm: urday and 3 p.m. Sunday. (313) 222-2405

The Pyramid Awards critical aspect of the
are sponsored by the construction project;

Washtenaw Contrac- the improvement is

tors Association. This  documented and suf- HONOR the street actually going  ment and other resourc- Traffic problems along
particular award rec- ficient information is out there and making it es. Ford and Haggerty have
ognized architect disclosed to the Jury Continued from page A1 all happen. I guess that’s “The segment of Ford long captured the atten-
Joseph Philips and to complete its review; what I'm most proud of.  Road from I-275 to Hag- tion of Canton leaders
contractor, Ted Bark- the award nomination Public Safety Director It still comes down to the  gerty has been metro who, for a fourth time,
er, Shaw Construction,  is supported in writing Patrick Nemecek accept-  good work ethic out there  Detroit’s highest traffic are seeking an $18 mil-

Each of these pres- by all three entities; ed the state award March  on the street.” crash area for the past lion federal grant amid
tigious awards repre- the project is located 21 during the Office of The award was earned  five years,” Mutchler hopes of reshaping the I-
sents the highest lev- in Michigan; and the Highway Safety Plan- after the department said. “Through the use of  275/Ford interchange to
el of achievement in contractor/construc- ning’s annual Michigan implemented what is DDACTS, we were able ease traffic congestion.
the areas of team- tion manager nomi- Traffic Safety Summitin  called DDACTS, or the to target high police visi-  Officials hope the effort,
work, service, or inno-  nee is a member of the Lansing. Data-Driven Approach to  bility and traffic enforce-  if funded, also could
vation. The winners Washtenaw Contrac- “I'm proud of our Crime and Traffic Safe- ment, making this area reduce traffic crashes in
are selected by inde- “tors Association. department,” Nemecek ty program. The opera- safer for our motoring the area.
pendent experts in the “It once again goes said Wednesday. “When tional model integrates public, while at the same
construction industry.  back to form and func- you break it down, you location-based crime time reducing crime in dclem@hometownlife.com

Ted Barker, Pres-
ident, Shaw Con-
struction; Construc-
tion Manager, Miracle

tion,” said Bob Bilk-
ie, co-chair of the Mir-
acle League of Plym-
outh. “Not only does

can throw all the technol-
ogy and statistics at it,
but it still comes down to
the men and women on

and traffic crash data
to determine the most
effective methods for
deploying law enforce-

the area.”

(313) 222-2238

League of Plymouth the field suit our Mir-
“A project like this acle League Play-
comes by once in a ers well but it is also pLEASE JOIN US FOR A FRp,
lifetime to constructa a thmg of téeauéy to
very special ball field behold. Ted and Joe N L
in the very town you are at the top of their ter "9 - H 1 t!
were raised in,” said games.”
Barker. “To be able Madonna, the oth- For preschool through 1st grade children and their families
to be part of such a er co-chair of the Mir- Saturday March 315t
dynamic team with acle League of Plym- 10am-11:15am
Joseph Philips Archi- outh, said the MLP was at Lifechurch

tect, LLC, Bob Bilk-

* “lucky enough” to be

7001 N Haggerty Rd in Canton

ie, and Deb Madon- able to build a base- Bk sl tnelude

na, who helped raise ball field for children, Easter Crafts Story Time Music

this project from an some of whom have The Big Hunt Refreshment:

idea three years agoto  not had a chance to A

a complete success is play‘ There's no need to RSVP, and no cost!

all the award any one “There is nothing Invite friends and bringyour own basket[
nee‘,js- Then to be rec- better for adults than Questions? Contact Clare@lifechurcheanton.org
ognized by my peers to be a}ble atﬁ chnlaladt: a

from my very own place for all children

construction industry  to play and be part of

as the 2012 Washtenaw  a team, to provide a Michael Prince, Director, Office of Highway Safety Plan- ;
Construction Associa-  place where they will ning (left), with Patrick Nemecek, Canton’s Public Safety ¥ i

tion Best Project Team  make friends,” she director, and Lt. Gov. Brian Calley. ) lifechlrch

is overwhelming. said. g www lifechurcheanton.org 734.927.1175
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CANTON
6355 N. CANTON CENTER
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Full Assistance with
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in a Small Home-like Setting
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Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

* Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates
» 24 Hour Professional Staffing

» Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free

* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

*» On-Call Nurse Practitioner

» Medication Management

* Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

* Beauty & Barber Shop

» Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
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23890 NOVI ROAD
g www.cfcu.org

(877) 937-2328
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[ Creek.

Assisted Living

8121 Lilley Road

Canton, Michigan 48187
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)
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Plymouth ready for outdoor dining season

By Matt Jachman
Observer Staff Writer

Plymouth’s outdoor dining
season 1s just around the cor-
ner — and with early spring
looking like the middle of sum-
mer, that's none too soon.

“We had so many calls the
last week about the patio,
whether it was open or not,”
said Frank Yaquinto, owner
of Compari's on the Park and
Fiamma Grille, restaurants on
Main Street in downtown Plym-
outh that offer sidewalk dining.
“Hopefully this weather will
keep up.”

While diners are “chomping
at the bit,” in Yaquinto's words,
to get outside, the city’s side-
walk cafe season officially
begins Sunday, April 1, accord-

ing to city policy. The Plym-
outh City Commission adopt-

ed a revised version of that pol-

icy Monday, the first change in
three years.

City Manager Paul Sincock
said the revision cleans up
some language and clarifies
the policy’s limit of 30 seats,
per establishment, on the pub-
lic sidewalk. Some places use a
combination of public and pri-
vate space for an outdoor din-
ing area, Sincock said, and
seats in the non-public area
don’t count toward the maxi-
mum.

Sincock said that, to his

knowledge, no restaurants that .

have sidewalk dining exceed
the 30-chair limit on the public
sidewalk.

Yaquinto and others said out-

door dining is part of Plym-
outh’s charm.

“Those outdoor cafes are
what make downtown Plym-
outh in the summer,” Mayor
Dan Dwyer said.

The sidewalk cafe policy revi-
sion did not increase the price
restaurants pay each season
for use of the sidewalks. The
annual fee is $250 per estab-
lishment for a permit appli-
cation, plus $1.50 per square
foot of space used. The latter
charge was last raised, from $1
a square foot, in 2008.

Sincock, in a memo to com-
missioners, advocated a fee of
at least $5 a square foot, saying
the sidewalk cafes tax city ser-
vices.

Commissioner Ron Loiselle,
at Monday’s meeting, unsuc-

cessfully made a similar argu-
ment. .

“They are taking up valuable
sidewalk space and essential-
ly being allowed to expand the
restaurant,” said Loiselle, who
suggested a price of $2 a foot or
as much as $5.

Loiselle’s motion to raise the
fee, however, died for lack of °
support, as did another motion
to waive the permit applica-
tion fee for restaurants with
five or fewer sidewalk seats.
Building Director Jim Penn
told commissioners even
smaller sidewalk dining areas
keep him busy with enforce-
ment issues.

Dwyer said he's open to con-
sidering a fee increase, but
wants to hear from restaurant
owners before doing so. Com-

missioners said they would
revisit the fees next year.

“There are legitimate points
of view on both sides,” the may-
or said.

Yaquinto said he's willing to
talk about the fees.

“It's very difficult on busi-
ness now anyway,” he said,
arguing against an increase.

“I guess we would cross that
bridge when it comes to it.”

Yaquinto said sidewalk
seating sometimes has to be
closed because of bad weath-
er, meaning the restaurateurs
aren’t benefitting from it, and
that weather in some years
has also sometimes meant his
sidewalk dining hasn’t opened
until June.

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405

DIAPERS

Continued from page A1

the diaper bank’s Extra
Space Storage unit off
Canton Center Road.

Jacobi said diapers
are expensive and out of
reach for struggling fam-
ilies who can't afford to
buy supplies not covered
by government safety-net
programs.

“This is a way we can
reach out and help the
community,” she said.

Ford volunteers also
collected 147 cans of for-

another month.

mula donated to area food Action day

banks. Will, a Ford retiree, said
Marybeth Levine and dia- the company’s effort pro-

per bank volunteer Bruce vided “another reason

Will welcomed the latest Ford’s the best.”

donation, which was timely Levine started the vol-

because donations had fall-  unteer diaper bank (www.

en off since a major cam- detroitareadiaperbank.

paign ended during the org) in April 2009, Since

2011 holiday season. then, the charity has dis-

“This couldn’t come at a

tributed over 1.2 mil-

better time,” Levine said, lion disposable diapers
adding that Ford Motor to numerous agencies
Co.’s help should get the across southeast Michi-
diaper bank through gan, including First Step,
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OnLine: www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater or
at Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Pkwy, Canton and at the door.
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A GOOD BANK
TEACHES YOUR
MONEY HOW TO
MAKE MONEY.

GIVE YOUR SAVINGS AN EXTRA BOOST WITH A
GUARANTEED RATE THROUGH 6/30/12.

Whether you're saving for the future or

planning a vacation, a good bank can help

you get there, So on top of competitive
rates, you can expect a complimentary
financial review and people when you
need them, who value your time and are
ready to listen. Plus, you're in control
with online and mobile banking, 24/7
phone support and Sunday hours.

Talk with us today. -
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The Salvation Army and
Starfish Family Services.
During the Ford Accel-
erated Action Day, the
company donated $50,000
to numerous agencies.
Efforts included paint-
ing a playroom and
assembling shelves at
the Detroit Rescue Mis-
sion Ministries, creating
an art therapy room for
First Step’s domestic vio-
lence program, building
house walls for Habitat
for Humanity and spruc-
ing up residential cot-
tages for Redford-based
Methodist Children’s
Home Society — among
numerous other projects.
“There is no better use
of our dollars and our
deeds than to invest in
children,” said Jim Vella,
president of Ford Motor .
Co.’s Fund and Communi-
ty Services. “Our invest-
ment in the community
will help bring comfort to
families today while lay-
ing the groundwork for
better days ahead.”

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Ford volunteers Lisa Jacobi, Dave VanHoet, Vince Amore

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

and Diaper Bank volunteer Bruce Will unload a truckload
of diapers.
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INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING

« All the Services you Need
‘j and More - Af Half the
Cost of Assisted Living

» Home Cooked Lunch
or Dinner
~ # Luxurious Dining Room
_* Coffee Shop
% * Game Room
# Billiard Room

* Exercise Room

* Library

* Computer Room

* Beauty/Barber Shop
* Country Store

¢ Chapel .

* Movie Theate 4
* Planned Activities and Outings

. * Beautiful Indoor Lounge Areas ‘
* Outdoor Court Yard [ =

Our Extras Make the Difference

Services You Need

~ Affordability

Monthly rental fee includes heat, central air, water, electricity, housekeeping
services, two meals and 24-hour staffing. Veterans and surviving spouses
may qualify for the VA Aid & Attendance Benefit.

What You Can Expect at Abbey Park

Daily light housekeeping

We make the bed and take out trash everyday

Nutritious meals*

Continental breakfast and choice of lunch or dinner are included

Laundry service

We wash bed linens and towels every week

Full cleaning service

We vacuum, mop, dust and change linens every week !

——

Transportation

Scheduled chauffeured transportation for doctors appointments, dinner n
and casino trips

Security

We provide 24-hour staffing, medical monitoring and the reassurance of a
full facility generator

~ o

- Professional care

Medicare certified services, physician visits, physical therapy, podiatry,
hair salon available

Warm & friendly caregivers

From morning housekeeping to evening dinner service, your parents are
attended by our caring staff

An active social life

Full time activity directors offer trips, games, and entertainment

Friendship

Grand Blanc

at GcnesEs Health Park

3221 E. Baldwin Rd.
Grand Blanc, Ml
(810) 606-1110

Mors
MEMBER

o]

A vibrant community of seniors enjoy ice cream socials, movies,
Happy Hour and livé entertainment

For more information, please call:

www.abbeypark.com

Across from Co

ote Golf Club

28413 Abgey Lane 4

New Hudson, Ml
(248) 437-6550 B

Find us on [T :
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