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MONEY 
SAVING 
Coupons 

Lotto lightning 
William Bobbish of 

Canton was the first 
player to claim his 
$250,000 from Tuesday's 
Mega Millions drawing 
that had nine tickets 
match five white ball 
numbers in Michigan. 

Bobbish's ticket was 
sold at Smoker's Express, 
located at 45156 Ford 
Road in Canton. The 
numbers that yielded 
Bobbish the $250,000 
were the "lucky num-
bers" he said he's been 
playing "foryearv" 

Asked what he 
intends to do with 
his winnings. Bobbish 
answered like a quar-
terback who had just 
won the Super Bowl: 
' I 'm going to Disney 
World." He intends to 
take his six grandchil-
dren along on the trip. 

Optimist Oratorical 
contest gold-medal 
winner Brittny Baxter 
with contest host Bill 
Baumgartner. 

Contest winner 
The Plymouth 

Optimist Club held its 
38th annual Oratori-
cal Contest March 19, 
using the subject "How 
My Optimism Helps Me 
Overcome Obstacles." 

Plymouth Christian 
Academy student Brittny 
Baxter was the gold-
medal winner, after 
giving what Optimists 
said was a "delightful 
speech that inspired all 
in the packed audience" 
at Station 885. 

Baxter now competes 
in the district competi-
t ion, which could ulti-
mately iead to a $2,500 
scholarship. 

Share favorite 
memory of 
grandma! 

On May 3, Hometown 
Life Woman will publish 
"A Salute To Women." 

As part of this edition, 
we invite readers to add 
your words and photo 
to this special edition. 
Tell us about a special 
memory you have of 
your grandmother 
(in 50 words of less, if 
possible). Share your 
favorite memory and 
photograph (jpeg format 
attached to the e-mail). 

E-mail your photo and 
special memory to bkad-
rich®hometownlife. 
com. Be sure to include 
your first and last name 
and identify your grand-
mother with a first and 
last name, too. Be sure 
to tell us where you live, 
and don't forget to pro-
vide a daytime phone 
number where you can 
be reached. 

Then look for your 
photo and/of memory 
in the May edition of 
Hometown Life Woman. 
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House gets behind 1-275 plan 
By Oarrell Clem 
Observer Stiff Writer 

In yet another boost to Can-
ton's efforts to fix the 1-275/ 
Ford Road interchange, the state 
House voted Hiesday to support 
a resolution calling on the U.S. 
Department of TYansportation to 
approve funding for the project. 

The vote came mere days after 
Canton Tbwnship and the Mich-
igan Department of TYanspor-
tation submitted to federal offi-

cials an $18 tnillion request for 
grant dollars to reshape the 
interchange — a project officials 
say would create nearly 300 jobs, 
ease traffic congestion, reduce 
accidents and improve a key 
economic corridor of western 
Wayne County. 

"We now have support of the 
full Michigan Legislature," town-
ship Supervisor Phil LaJoy said. 

The House vote came after 
state Rep. Kurt Heise, R-Plym-
outh. introduced a resolution 

already approved by the state 
Senate to support efforts to 
secure federal dollars through a 
program called TIGER. TYans-
portation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery. The mea-
sure has received bipartisan sup-
port. 

Local support 
Meanwhile, LaJoy and oth-

er officials continue to push for 
a grassroots lobbying effort for 
the funding. They have asked 

local motorists fed with up Ford 
Road traffic congestion to go to 
www.tiger4canton.com to find 
ways they can lobby federal offi-
cials to approve the grant. 

Already, the project has 
received support from West-
land, Livonia, Wayne and the 
townships of Van Buren, Plym-
outh and Northville. Other enti-
ties favoring the effort include 
MDOT, the Southeast Michigan 

Please see 1-275, AS 
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Rick Hoffman just might be the world's most ardent fan of KISS. The KISS-themed bathroom of his 
Canton home is pretty strong proof. 

Fan retools bathroom in band's honor 
By Jill Halpin 

Correspondent 

There are legions of fol-
lowers of the 1970s-€ra glam 
rock-and-roll band KISS. 

And then there is Rick Hoff-
man. 

You can call Hoffman, a 
longtime Canton resident, 
a fan, but that would be an 
understatement at best. He is, 
in his very own words, "the 
number one KISS fan in the 
world." 

In fact. Hoffman is such a 
KISS enthusiast that he has 
devoted a room in his house 
to the band. He decorated 
and customized the room: a 
half-bath ort the first floor 

of his home that has become 
a shrine to KISS lead singer 
G€ne Simmons and his band 
mates. It is a sight to behold, 
complete with a special-order 

•black sink, black toilet and, of 
course, black light. 

However, the black light is 
not the only light in the room. 
The bathroom features multi-
ple lighting options including 
a red light and a regular over-
head light as well as customized 
murals and specially designed 
handmade plaques featuring 
busts of KISS band members. 

And that is only the beginning. 

KISS logo 
There is also the etchfed 

mirror with the distinctive 

KISS band logo, the "KISS 
Army" logo above the light 
switch and the clock resem-
bling the cover from KISS' 
Destroyer album, not to men-
tion Simmons's face in his 
classic pose — tongue out 
— on the back of the sliding 
door. 

Hoffman is smitten with his 
creation. 

"The best thing about it is 
that it's been three years and 
every time I walk in there it's 
still just so cool." Hoffman 
said. "It's the best room in the 
house." 

As the owner and operator 
of Artworks by Red, a custom 

Please see KISS, A4 

Paden 

• Prezpost 
'dream come 

true' for 
chamber chief 

By Danrell Clem 
Obierver Staff Writer 

Calling it "an absolute dream come 
true for me," former Canton Chamber 
of Commerce employee Thomas Paden 
has been chosen as the business organi-
zation's new president. 

"I can barely find the words to ade-
quately express my 
enthusiasm," he said. 

Even before he starts 
his new job April 9, 
Paden already has con-
firmed his first pri-
ority is working with 
organizers to ensure 
"a great success" for 
the chamber's premier 
fundraiser, a dinner and 
auction set for Saturday. April 28. at 
Livonia's Burton Manor. 

Paden's determination and longtime 
dedication to the Canton chamber cat-
apulted him to the top slot as the orga-
nization sought a successor to TVac-
ey Rettig. a former president who 
resigned last November after less than 
a year on the job. 

Well connected 
"We're really excited." chamber 

board Chair Kim ScarteUi said Thurs-
day, confirming Paden's selection. "He 
comes to us with a lot of experience 
with the chamber. He's familiar with 
our operations; and he has a ton of con-
nections in the community." 

Scartelli said Paden has the skills 
and ability to help the chamber, which 
hopes to boost its membership and find 
new ways to serve Canton's business 
community. 

"He's got so much experience, he 
can hit the ground working." she said. 
"The board felt strongly he was the 
right candidate to get us back on track 
in terms of where we need to be. He's 
seen as a very professional person, and 
he's well-liked. 

"He's a person who can really con-
tinue to pull the chamber together and 
help us grow in the future," Scartel-
li said. "He's going to be a tremendous 
asset." 

Paden had worked as the chamber's 
member relations staffer from 2009 to 
2011 but. amid what some viewed as a 
tumultuous year for the organization, 
he left late last year to become busi-
ness development coordinator for the 
Michigan Recreation and Park Associa-
tion in Lansing. 

'Wonderful' choice 
Paden's return was hailed by inter-

im President Dianne Cojei. who held 
the job for a decade before she retired 
and was replaced during Rettig's 10-
month stint. Cojei said Paden has had 
ties beyond the chamber including Can-
ton Tbwnship's economic development 
team and Plymouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools. 

"I think he's a wonderful choice." 
she said. "He's so established here. 

Please see CHAMBER, AS 
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Audit shows $350K energy savings A R O U N D C A N T O N 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Start Writer 

An audit by Chevron 
Energy Solutions Co. indi-
cates Canton could poten-
tially save $354,673 a 
year by retooling town-
ship-owned properties to 
decrease usage of elec-
tricity, water and natu-
ral gas. 

The findings come from 
a lengthy report by Chev-
ron after Canton's elect-
ed officials paid the com-
pany $34,400 to conduct 
a months-long study and 
issue recommendations. 

"We looked at every-
thing in the buildings that 
use energy," said Ken-
neth Hedrick, Chevron 
Energy Solution's TYoy-
based senior business 
development manager, 
during talks "Riesday with 
township officials. 

Chevron's recommen-
dations come with guar-
antees Canton can trim 
costs and use the mon-
ey to pay off a project-
ed $4.4 million retooling 
cost over 15 years, like-

ly by issuing low-interest 
bonds. 

The projects wouldn't 
strain Canton's cash 
reserves, Hedrick said. 
Rather, the energy savings 
are expected to generate 
money to pay off the debt. 

Moreover, the town-
ship would continue to 
save money long after 
the energy-conservation 
projects have been paid 
off, Hedrick said. 

As early as April 10, the 
Canton Tbwnship Board 
of TVustees is expected to 
decide whether to move 
ahead with a lengthy 
list of projects such as 
installing energy-effi-
cient lighting, replac-
ing wasteful water-relat-
ed equipment, switch-
ing out aging heating and 
cooling systems and buy-
ing new furnaces for 
Sheldon School and The 
B.L.O.C.K., a youth cen-
ter on Michigan Avenue. 

The study also suggests 
installing two under-
ground wells for Summit 
on the Park's splash pad 
and taking the site off the 

township's water bill. 
Chevron's far-reaching 

study involved a Canton-
wide analysis of ways to 
save money. 

"It involves almost 
every township facility," 
Canton Leisure Services 
Director Debbie Bilbrey-
Honsowetz said. 

Township officials also 
broached the issue of pos-
sibly hiring a third-par-
ty vendor for natural 
gas, though such a move 
wouldn't apply to residen-
tial property owners. 

Meanwhile, Canton's 
projected $354,673 annual 
savings would come from 
electric, gas and water 
costs, which Bilbrey-Hon-
sowetz last September 
said amounted to nearly 
$2.2 million for 2010. The 
township also is expected 
to see operational savings 
of $8,500, and it could 
qualify for one-time util-
ity-improvement incen-
tives of $84,000. 

"Those dollars you do 
what you want with," 
Hedrick told township 
officials TXiesday. 

Chevron would receive 
certain fees to oversee 
the projects, yet Hed-
rick said Canton would 
be guaranteed significant 
savings. He cited a prom-
ising track record, saying 
"97.3 percent of the time 
we're very accurate in 
our assessments." 

The project's goals are 
to reduce energy and 
operating costs, upgrade 
Canton's infrastructure 
and reduce the township's 
environmental impact. 

"I think it's a good pro-
gram," Canton Munici-
pal Services Director Tim 
Faas said. 

Assuming the township 
board decides to move 
ahead, the next step would 
involve securing financing. 
After that, Hedrick said, 
the projects are expect-
ed to take an estimated 13 
months to complete. Chev-
ron would oversee the 
work rather than diverting 
township employees from 
their normal duties. 

ddemOhometownlife com 
(313) 222-2238 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com 

"Around Canton" is designed 
to announce upcoming events 
taking place in the commu-
nity. Items will run on a space-
available basis. Send details to 
bkadiich@hometownltfe.com 

SLAVENS COFFEE 
Dateffime: April 2 and 
April 16, 5-6 p.m. both days 
Location: Daydream Cafe, 
47192 Michigan Ave., Canton 
Details: State Rep. Dian 
Slavens, D-Canton, invites 
residents to join her for a cup 
of coffee and conversation at 
one of her upcoming coffee 
hours. Slavens hosts regular 
coffee hours and town hall 
meetings throughout Can-
ton Township, Belleville and 
Van Buren Township. 
Contact Call toll free at (888) 
347-8021 or send an e-mail to 
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov 
with any questions or concerns. 

CORRECTION 

The map accompanying 
the story about the poten-
tial closing of Gallimore 
and Fiegel elementary 
schools in the March 22 
Canton Observer should 
not have depicted East 
Middle School as being 
considered for closure. 
East was part of an earli-
er scenario the Board of 
Education had been con-
sidering, but has since 
been removed as a possi-
ble target for closing. 

Joshua's 
fundraiser 
A spaghetti dinner fundrais-
er to help pay the medical 
expenses of Joshua Reth-
erford, a 1-year-old South 
Lyon boy, will take place 
from 3-7 p.m., Sunday, 
March 25, at St. Michael 
Lutheran Church in Canton 
(7000 Sheldon Road). 
Joshua was born with a 
congenital heart defect 
known as Hypoplastic Left 
Heart Syndrome (HLHS), 
which is characterized by 
the lack of development 
of the heart's left ventricle, 
and the diminished devel-
opment of the aortic arch. 
The fundraiser will feature 
dinner, a silent auction, 
face painting, music and 
prizes. Suggested donation 
is $20 for adults, and $5 for 
children 10 and under. 
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At Bank of Ann Arbor, we know Plymouth inside and out. We use that knowledge to 
rovide the products and services the people of Plymouth need. Bank of Ann Arbor helps. 

734-455-1511 or boaa.com. How can we help you? 

DICK SCOTT CHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAM 

TlIK 2012 

SHOWCASE EVENT Huntington 

" D U t S n l t 
~ J e e p 1@) 

QauiUft Yiuir Enapittyaa MAtcli BaauLS Mattey 
Up to $1000 Match on your Bonus Check at Dick Scott Dodge! 

2012 CHRYSLER 
2 0 0 TOURING 
STK#C122033 

SALE PRICE 
$14,421 

Z s 154* tro»ES221 
* 36 Mos. 

/Mo. 

2012 CHRYSLER 200 
LIMITED 
SIM C122069 
SALE PRICE -fg, 
$17,476 - f T — 

www.canton.huntingtonlearning.com 
Choose the ACT/SAT Prep Program That's Right For You! 

Huntington has the best ACT and SAT prep programs for students 

seeking dramatic score improvements to expand their college options 

Choose a 10 Hour, 28 Hour or Premier Program to fit your needs. 

BETTER SCORES M E A N 

BETTER CHOICES 

Z s 197* ^ E S 1 9 9 
* 24 Mos. 

/Mo. Prepare. Achieve. Succeed reed. 

2011 JEEP GRAI 
CHEROKEE 
LTD AWO 
STK# J11GC224 
SALE PRICE 

^ 3 5 ^ 6 ^ 
BUY FOR BUY FOR 

s 5 2 2 ~ . s 5 0 0 ' ~ . s 4 8 0 » 
WITH SO DOWN WITH S1500 00WH WITH SJOOO DOWN 

2012 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE LAREDO 
STK# J12GC117 

SALE PRICE 
$25,104 

'Si $ 3 0 5 * l ^ f S 2 6 0 : r 

2012 RAM 1500 4X4 
RED WING EDmON 
KAIF PRICE STK# R127033 
$24,323 

«»!s294* ra«tS146 
* 24 Mos. 

/Mo. 

2012 CHRYSLER 
TOWN & COUNTRY 
TOURING 
STK# C12T084 

SALE PRICE 
s24,199 
BUY$O00* LEASE $OQQ* 24' 
FOR O O O FOR £ 0 0 / M O . 

2012 DODGE 
JOURNEY SXT 
STK# D12J060 

SALE PRICE 

*19,455 

Im $ 2 2 5 ' 'ra« t s137 

m i s soo f f i 

* 24 Mos. 

/Mo. 

2012 JEEP LIBERTY 
SPORT 4X4 
STK# J12L099 

SALE PRICE 
$17,558 
s ( / r $ i Q Q * LEASE S i Q O * 
FOR 190 FOR 190/1 

* 24 Mos. 
/Mo. 

1-800 CAN LEARN 
©2008 Huntingtori Learning Centers, Inc. Independently owned and operated 

44630 Ford Road - Canton, Michigan 48187 - (734) 207-7930 

6iN-U6F-V . 
44926 Ford Road • Canton • 734-207-7730 
In Canton Landings Shopping Plaza Between Sheldon & Canton Center Road 

! 
I 

We Service All 
Makes & Models 

. , J e e p 
f t* h a m 

-s 

1 c 
- 5 

Main SL -s 

1 c 
- 5 

-s 

1 c 
- 5 (-775 

684 W. Ann Arbor Rd. 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 
Open Mon. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Tues. 9 a.m-6 p.m. •v ' ' ' ( ^ > i 
Wed. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Thurv 9 a.m.-9 p.m., p t t ' & r y 
Fri. 9 a.m.-e p.m.. Sat. 10 i.m.-S p.m. i 

Storewide 
15% OFF 

Shoes, Bodyweor, Tights & More 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11-7; Sat. 10-5 

Dancewear Gallery • 734 -207 -7730 
Expires: 4-30-12 

DICK SCOTT CHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAM 

www.danceweargaUery.com 
o e o e T m s o 

mailto:bkadiich@hometownltfe.com
mailto:DianSlavens@house.mi.gov
http://www.canton.huntingtonlearning.com
http://www.danceweargaUery.com


Bank of America 

HOW A SPRING MANUFACTURER IS HELPING TO 

BUILD DETROIT'S FUTURE 

1 

v 

As the largest independent spring manufacturer in the United States and a major provider 
of components for the automotive industry, Peterson Spring is a leading driver of Detroit's 
economy. They also supply springs and other parts to large manufacturers around the world. 
When Peterson Spring needed strategic assistance in preparing for future growth, they 
turned to Bank of America. We responded with flexible financial solutions, like equipment 
financing, to help them operate more efficiently and create more jobs. 

Peterson Spring is another example of how we're working to help small businesses grow and 
hire in Detroit — and across the country. In 2011, we provided $471.1 million in new credit 

to small businesses in Michigan — an increase of 7% from 2010. 

To learn more about what we're doing to help strengthen local economies across the country, 

visit bankofamerica.com/facts 

C 2012 Bank of America Corporation. Member FDIC.ARY2L5V2 
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KISS 
Continued from page A1 

graphic arts and signage 
business that provides 
banners and signs for 
many area businesses, 
local schools and sports 
teams, Hoffman is accus-
tomed to working in cre-
ative design. 

He said he was moved 
to refurbish his bath-
room a few years ago 
after visiting a KISS-
themed coffee shop in 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. Hoff-
man and his wife, Gail, 
were visiting their son, 
Donnie, on leave from the 
military, when they hap-
pened upon the KISS Cof-
feehouse in a popular 
shopping area in Myrtle 
Beach. Of course, he said, 
they were compelled to 
go inside and look around. 

Buying power 
"We left a few hours lat-

er, $200 lighter with no 
coffee," Hoffman said. 

"But we sure had a lot of 
KISS memorabilia." 

However, it was the 
memory of the coffee 
shop's bathroom, out-
fitted in KISS collect-
ibles and souvenirs, that 
stayed with him after 
his return to Michigan. 
It was not long before he 
knew he wanted to repli-
cate it in his own home. 

"It was just so cool," he 
said. 

Gail Hoffman gave the 
final okay for the project. 

"I knew he loved it 
when we were in Myrtle 
Beach," she said. "Once 
we got home, I said, 'You 
want to do that to our 
bathroom, don't you?' I 
told him to go ahead, you 
only live once." 

Educated at Ypsilanti's 
Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity and Washtenaw 
Community College in 
graphic arts and design, 
Hoffman grew up in Livo-
nia and graduated from 
Bentley High School. He 
has lived in the Canton 

area for the past 18 years. 
Armed with a lifelong 

interest in drawing. Hoff-
man said it took him a 
few weeks to re-design 
the bathroom and just 
another two weeks to fin-
ish it. 

It was his artistic back-
ground coupled with his 
devotion to rock and roll 
that led him to under-
take the one-of-a-kind 
KISS bathroom project, 
he said. 

"I've always had an 
interest in graphic arts, 
always been good at it,'-' 
he said. "And I've always 
loved KISS." 

Comfort level 
Although it took a lit-

tle while to get used to it, 
Gail said she is now com-
pletely comfortable with 
their redecorated bath-
room, even if Gene Sim-
mons's face is on the back 
of the door. 

"Sometimes I walk in 
and shut the door and say, 
"Whoa, Good Lord, Gene 

Simmons is right there,"' 
she said. 

Even though she 
admits her musical 
tastes run more to a mel-
lower, softer side, "I'm 
okay with it now. Some 
people are shocked that 
I let him do it, but once 
they go in and see it, they 
love it. It's very well 
done." 

"It wouldn't have been 
my first choice, but if it 
makes him happy, I'm 
alright with it," she said. 
"If it were in our upstairs 
bathroom it might be 
another story." 

Hoffman is proud his 
bathroom has become 
somewhat of a showplace. 

"Everybody that has 
ever seen it loves it," he 
said. 

However, there is one 
person to whom he would 
love to show the room: 
KISS front man Gene 
Simmons himself. 

"Wouldn't it just be 
great if Gene could see it 
himself?" he asked. 

on www 
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The KISS-themed bathroom invites you to sit down and 
rock out. 

'a re d ? 

reaied things we provide 

• UCtHSt® 

Full Assistance with 
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Home-like Setting 

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents 

Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates 

24 Hour Professional Staffing 
Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free 
3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day 
On-Call Nurse Practitioner 
Medication Management 
Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
Beauty & Barber Shop 
Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 

CrustaC Creel^ 
Assisted Lining 

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton. Michigan 48187 
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads) 

www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com 

y m o u t h 
h r i s t i an 

A C A D E M Y 

Introducing... 

Begindergarten 
A "Young Fives" program designed 

for children who would benefit from a 
growth year before Kindergarten. 

Must be 5 years old by 
Dec. 31 to qualify 

Five half days per week 

Certified teachers 

Full kindergarten 
readiness curriculum 

Art, music, physical 
education, and world 
language instruction 

Christian character 
development 

Plymouth Christian Academy also 
offers preschool classes for 3 and 4 year olds 
and a nationally accredited biblical worldview 
kindergarten - 12th grade education. 

Plymouth Christian 
Academy 

43065 Joy Road • Canton, Ml • 48187 
734.459.3505 

0(Dt7MS*3 

Join U s in Celebration! 

25 EARS 

LSTI1 ...ONE STUDENT AT A TIME 

Life Suppor t Training Institute 
Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time. 

For more information or to register, 
please visit us on the web at 

www.lifesupporttraining.org 
or call us at 

866-FOR-LSTi (367-5784) 

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
Now Accepting Registrations! 

Upcoming 2012 Course Offerings 
Course Start Date Days Location 
EMT . 4/10/12 T-Th Southfield 
Paramedic Day Class 4/10/12 T-Th Taylor 

Late Registrants Accepted 

RAYMOND J. WOJTOWICZ 
WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER 

DO YOU OWE 2009 
PROPERTY TAXES? 

My Fellow Citizens. 
I know firsthand that these are challenging 
economic times and many struggle to pay 
property taxes. By law I am required to collect 
delinquent taxes to fund essential government 
services such as police and fire protection and 
schools for our children. If property taxes are 
not paid I am required to foreclose on the 
property. I do not want anyone to lose their 
property. 

Please, if you owe delinquent taxes we need to 
hear from you now. Email us at 
treasurerweb@co.wayne.mi.us or call 
313.224-6105. 

Let's work together. 

PAY 
ONLINE 

LET'S WORK TOGETHER 
TREASURER.WAYNECOUNTY.COM 

http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com
http://www.lifesupporttraining.org
mailto:treasurerweb@co.wayne.mi.us
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Board to consider revamped academy plan 
B y B r a d K a d r i c h 

Otaerver Staff Writer 

The Plymouth-Canton Board 
of Education will consider a 
retooled proposal Tuesday for 
three "academy" settings to be 
added to the district's curricu-
lum. 

The reconfigured academy 
proposal comes after board 
members were a bit skeptical 
of the previous proposal put 
forth by district administrators 
last week. Dr. Jeremy Hughes, 
the district's superintendent, 
went back to the drawing board 
and presents his new proposal 
Hiesday. 

That'll make Tuesday's meet-
ing a particularly busy one. The 
board is also expected to vote 
to close Gallimore and Fiegel 
elementary schools and repur-
pose them for other education-
al opportunities. 

Under Hughes' new acade-
my proposal, Plymouth-Can-
ton would add an internation-
al academy (a prelude to offer-
ing an International Baccalau-
reate program), an arts acade-
my and a STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Math and Engineering) 
academy. 

The plan for a business acad-
emy has been dropped. 

"We've tightened the plans up 
a little," Hughes said. "The IB 
program, I think, is a no-brain-
er, and there seems to be real 
interest (within the district) for 
the STEM." 

Deadlines 
The IB program is the one 

with a timing deadline. Admin-
istrators must apply for the 
program by April 1, or be 
forced to wait until the 2013/14 
school year to apply. 

Barry Simescu and Judy 

Mardigian, the longest-serv-
ing members of the board, 
expressed an interest in the 
STEM academy idea, though 
both felt it could be put off a 
year while budget numbers 
get crunched to make it more 
financially viable. 

"I see (STEM) as (having) the 
big student involvement," said 
Simescu, who said he agreed 
with Mardigian the STEM pro-
gram could be "slid back a 
year." "There will be more stu-
dents involved in this one than 
all the others." 

While board members debat-
ed the issues, some teachers 
complained during the public 
comment portion they weren't 
included in the discussion for 
the parameters of the academy, 
and that the district was trying 
to rush the academies into the 
curriculum. 

"I don't understand where 

we're going in this rush to 
chase (state) money)," said 
Joan Pence, a high school sci-
ence teacher. "I think a fruitful 
discussion has begun, but I can 
see a lot of outcomes, and none 
of them are good in terms of 
the people (teachers) you need 
to buy in. We need time to take 
a look at this." 

Hughes said he understands 
teachers will be important to the 
process, and said they will be 
consulted as the plans develop. 

"The curriculum when it 
hits the road has to be teacher-
directed and teacher-driven," 
Hughes said. "I regret some 
(teachers) feel they were left 
out, and to some extent they 
were. We wanted to get a blue-
print on paper." 

Triistee Sheila Paton, who as 
a community activist last year 
talked about the idea of an IB 
program in the district, said 

the timing may never be quite 
right. 

"I'm really excited about 
this," she said. "I've sat through 
what seemed like always cut-
ting, cutting, cutting. I'd like to 
see us grow and add something 
back. My fear is, I don't know if 
there's ever going to be exactly 
the right time." 

Canton resident Ken Crouch, 
who has a fourth-grader at 
Tonda Elementary and a sev-
enth-grader at Pioneer Middle 
School, said the academies rep-
resent the kinds of programs 
parents are looking for. 

"For a parent who has con-
sidered sending his children to 
a charter school, it's programs 
like these that we want offered 
for our children," he said. "It is 
programming like this parents 
want to see." 
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Council of Governments, 
the Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools and 
retail giant IKEA, among 
others. 

"I don't know of any-
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DREAMCOAT SING-ALONG LIVE 

MON. 3,76 8:00 PM 

MONUMENTAL IN SEARCH OF 
AMERICA'S NATIONAL TREASURE UVE 

TOE. 3/27 7:30 PM 

THE BODTGUARO' 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
EVENT • WE0. 3/211 7;30 PM 

O THE HUNGER GAMES (PG-13) 
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Caring 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
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includes mrUl cukcL outer burial 
container, viewing & wrvice 

$2895 

thing else we could pos-
sibly do to make this hap-
pen," LaJoy said Friday. 

Lots of reasons 
One interchange fix sug-

gests installing two new 
ramps, or slips, from the 
southbound 1-275 exit 
ramp at Ford to allow 
motorists to access Hag-
gerty in either direction 
without traveling on Ford. 
It also calls for a north-
bound service drive along 
the east side of the inter-
state, from Cherry Hill to 
north of Ford Road. 

The TIGER applica- • 
tion cites numerous rea-
sons for the project, 
aside from traffic safe-
ty. Officials say the proj-

BASIC CREMATION 
includes cremation p r o m s 

and county permil 

$695* 
•$200 additional lot Memorial Services 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
WITH CREMATION 

includes casket facade, 
viewing ic service 

$2195 

nmUMotutl funerals AaltmuMm 
laitorvd for am budgel 

24501 Five Mi le Ro»d • Rcdford 
IBrtwren B w h Daly and Telegraph) 

313.535.3030 
www.fisherfuneral.nel 

ect would: 
• Improve the flow of 

goods in an area strate-
gically located between 
Detroit Metro and Willow 
Run airports, a "major 
distribution hub for a 
variety of national and 
international trucking 
and logistics companies" 
such as Canton-based 
W.F. Whelan. 

• Boost industrial and 
commercial property val-
ues. 

• Allow a quick-
er response by first 
responders to get to acci-
dent scenes along 1-275 
and Ford Road. 
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I think he comes here 
with a love of this com-
munity. We definitely 
want to move forward, 
and I think he's the per-
son who can do that for 
us." 

Paden, 27, first 
became involved in the 
chamber a decade ago 
when Cojei brought him 
in for a co-op student 
internship from the Wil-
liam D. Ford Career 
Technical Center in the 
Wayne-Westland school 
district. 

"As a high school stu-
dent," Paden said, "the 

chamber provided me 
with a priceless jump-
start on my profession-
al development, laid the 
foundation for me to 
grow into a business pro-
fessional — and for that 
I'm forever indebted to 
the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce." 

He said his position 
as president "is a way 
for me to give back to 
an organization that has 
done so much for me and 
the community." 

Before Paden was 
hired as the chamber's 
member relations staff-
er, he was employed 
five years with Chrysler 
Corp. as a quality auto-
motive supervisor. Cojei 

said she will remain 
as an interim chamber 
employee to help during 
Paden's transition. 

Paden said he is eager 
to work alongside cham-
ber members and engage 
them to move the organi-
zation forward. 

"These are exciting 
times for the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce, 
with an insightful board 
of directors and a mem-
bership that year in and 
year out shows their ded-
ication to this organiza-
tion and community," he 
said. "The future is very 
bright." 
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I CAN MAKE ANYONE 
LOSE WEIGHT! 

That may sound like a bold statement, but that's 
how confident I am in our weight loss program. Not 
only can I make you lose weight, I can show you 
how to keep it off foreverl In 22 years of practice I 
have found that helping people lose weight and keep it 
off is the one single thing that has the potential to 
create the most numerous changes in overall health 
problems. 

If you are like most people, you have probably lost 
weight in the past only to gain it back and then some. 
The old yo-yo dieting syndrome. There is a reason 
for that and I'll show you what it is. There is no 
gimmick or quick fix that will ever make you lose 
weight permanently. This is the REAL THING! 

I know there is a good chance you are dealing with 
Type II Diabetes, High Blood Pressure, High 
Cholesterol. Hypothyroidism, joint pain and possibly a 
number of other health conditions. Come spend one 
hour with me and I'll show you how you may be 
able to completely rid yourself of Type II Diabetes, 
and possibly throw away your blood pressure and 
cholesterol drugs forever. Whether you want to lose 
that last 10 pounds or you NEED to lose 100 lbs. or 
more, I can show you how to do it. 

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT LOSING 
WEIGHT THIS YEAR, DO NOT MISS 
THIS FREE ONE-HOUR SEMINAR!!! 

My goal for this year is to help as many people as 
possible to reach their goal weight and reclaim their 
lives! Will you be one of them? If you are suffering 
with a weight problem or any of the related illnesses 
that go along with it, don't wait another minute. Let me 
help you out. This seminar could literally change your 
life the way that it has for so many people just like you. 

Listen to what just a 
few of my patients 
have to say: 

- Lost 22 inches in 6 weeks. 

- Lost 55 pounds in 12 
weeks. 

- "I have never been a size 
4 but now I am a size 2." 

- "I never knew eating 
healthy tasted this good 
or I would have done it 
years ago" 

- "I have more energy and 
feel great" 

- Husband and wife team 
together lost 200 pounds. 

Mil 
Greg Kramer, D.C., 

O.A.A.M.L.P. 
Diplomat American Academy of 

Medical Legal Professionals. 
Studies under nation's leading 

Chiropractic Neurologist. 

If you are dealing with a weight problem I sincerely want 
to help you get your life back. Are you frustrated with 
trying so many gimmicks and still dealing with weight 
issues? Are you sick of the hype and false hope? Have 
you given up on losing weight? If you are serious about 
losing your weight once and for all. then call to reserve 
your seat right now This one hour seminar could be the 
beginning of a new life for you. Don't miss it! 

Wednesday, March 28 
at 6 p.m. 

Livonia Charles Towne Office Center 
34441 Eight Mile Rd. • Suite 116 

248-615-1533 

SEATING IS LIMITED, SO C A L L TO 
RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY!! 

RS.: This will be my biggest weight loss seminar 
of the year and will book up fast. Don't be left out. 
Call now to reserve your spot. 

www.l ivonlaspineandhealth.com 

http://www.fisherfuneral.nel
http://www.livonlaspineandhealth.com
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Seminar focuses on brain injuries SCHOOL BRIEFS 

B y B r a d K a d r i c h 
Obierver Staff Writer 

Statistics show some 6 
percent of student-ath-
letes can expect to suf-
fer some level of concus-
sion during a given sports 
season. 

With hundreds of high 
school athletes playing 
dozens of sports at the 
Plymouth-Canton Edu-
cational Park, district 
officials figured it was 
a good idea for athletes, 
coaches and parents to 
know what they're look-
ing for. So when officials 
from Beaumont Hospi-
tals offered to partner 
with their free concus-
sion screening program, 
Plymouth-Canton admin-
istrators jumped at the 
chance. 

Some 260 winter ath-
letes took part in the first 
workshop in November, 
and another 150 spring 
athletes just complet-
ed the seminar over two 
days this week. The sides 
hope to do a third session 
in July to catch football 
land basketball players. 

"It raises aware-
ness to the fact con-
cussions are very seri-
ous," said athletic direc-
tor Sue Heinzman, who 
owns a master's degree 
in sports medicine from 
the United Sports Acade-
my in Alabama. "It used 
to be a coach would just 
say, 'Walk it off.' Recent 
research says multi-
ple concussions have a 
real effect. You can't just 
assume if you feel bet-
ter in an hour that you're 
OK." 

Participants listened 
to advice from Dr. NeaL 
Alpiner, who specializ-
es in pediatric physical 
medicine at Beaumont, 
then adjourned to the 

CONCUSSION PROGRAM 

TWUVM Sfl Beaumont 

MARY HOLALY 

Nick Troher, 17, a Salem High School senior from Plymouth, checks out information on 
Beaumont Hospitals' concussion seminar. 

computers, where Beau-
mont officials helped ath-
letes establish a baseline, 
which will help evaluate 
cognitive skills should 
they suffer a head injury 
down the road. 

A concussion, the most 
common traumatic brain 
injury in adults and chil-
dren, is caused by a bump 
or blow to the head. They 
range from minor to 
major and are defined as 
a change in conscious-
ness, such as loss of 
memory. 

The highnumber of 
such injuries, Beau-
mont officials said, show 
that sports where there 
is physical contact are 
going to come with "con-
sequences." 

"We try to show the 
signs and symptoms... 
we reinforce a lot of what 

coaches teach," said Lori 
Sheridan, Beaumont's 
neuroscience administra-
tive manager. "When oth-
er athletes experience 
something, or see a team-
mate in trouble, they're 
not afraid to say some-
thing." 

Heinzman believes in 
the program enough to 
have made it mandatory 
for her coaches. A former 
college field hockey and 
softball player at East-
e m Michigan University, 
she also "strongly recom-
mended" student-athletes 
attend the seminars. 

"We strongly suggest 
that players, especial-
ly those in sports that 
have concussion potential 
(football, wrestling, etc.), 
get (screening) done," 
said Heinzman. "Parents 
can certainly decide if 

they want their kids to do 
it, but we strongly recom-
mend it." 

Plymouth-Canton is the 
second district to part-
ner with Beaumont (Roy-
al Oak was the first). 
Beaumont pays the cost 
(an estimated $15,000) 
through grants and dona-
tions. Plymouth-Canton's 
size (it's the third-largest 
district in the state) made 
it an attractive partner 
for Beaumont, whose 
doctors, Sheridan said, 
are committed to help-
ing kids. 

"The neurosurgeons 
and administrators are 
so committed to this pro-
gram," Sheridan said. 
"If we help even one kid, 
it's worth it. It's the right 
thing to do." 
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Scholarship bids 
Plymouth-Canton Com-

munity Schools and the 
Plymouth Chamber of 
Commerce are accepting 
applications for the Stu-
dent Citizenship Award 
scholarship. Nomina-
tions from all employees, 
parents and friends of 
high school seniors from 
the Plymouth and Can-
ton area will be accept-
ed before 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 13. The $1,000 
scholarship is based on 
community service only. 
Grade point average does 
not play a role in the com-
mittee's decision. 

The selection commit-
tee will pick one student 
each from Canton. Plym-
outh. Salem, Starkweath-
er and a non-P-CCS high 
school for the award. 
The scholarship appli-
cation, which is avail-
able at the Board of Edu-
cation office, requires 
the student to give a one 
paragraph description of 
what community service 
means to them, a one-
page bulleted list of the 
student's community ser-
vice and a one page tes-
timonial by the person 
nominating the student 
for the award. 

Author, author 
Sports is much more 

than a win-lose, physi-
cal battle between com-
batants but when prop-
erly understood is a way 
to discover a higher con-
sciousness that leads 
toward peace and joy. 

This is the mes-
sage given by nation-
ally renowned volley-
ball coach Jeanne Hess, 
author of Sportuality: 
Finding Joy in the Games. 

"Springing from seek-
ing the true meaning of 
words, Sportuality contin-
ues a conversation about 
the role of sport in the 
cultural life of America," 

Hess 

said Hess, 
a 1976 
Salem 
High 
School 
graduate. 
"The book 
really 
explores 
sport 

as a vehicle for person-
al transformation that 
causes us to work togeth-
er for something greater 
than ourselves. This idea 
becomes very clear when 
we discover that the word 
'competition' actually 
means working together 
rather than against." 

Hess is a national-
ly renowned volleyball 
coach whose Kalama-
zoo College team has fin-
ished third or higher in 
the Michigan Intercol-
legiate Athletic Associ-
ation (MIAA) ten times, 
ranks in the top 30 all-
time among NCAA Divi-
sion III colleges, and won 
her 500th career victory 
in 2011. 

Reading fair 
March is Reading Month 

in the Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools, 
and what would March be 
without a Reading Fair? 
The purpose of the Read-
ing Fair, which takes place 
1:30 p.m. Friday, March 
30, at Galhmore Elemen-
tary School, is to allow 
students the opportunity 
to explore their favorite 
fiction book in a variety of 
areas. Students will share 
their interpretation of the 
book and this will be dis-
played with other student 
works as well. 

The Reading Fair is sim-
ilar to a science fair in that 
students will share their 
interpretation of their 
books on a display board. 
Judges will have the 
opportunity to discuss the 
students' boards with them 
and provide feedback. 
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Tax Preparation 
at a Discounted Price 
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Tax Return Preparation 
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Returns 
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LIVONIA 
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Re-Discover Freedom 
. Learn more at our 

FREE Educational Seminar 
6 to 8 p.m. 

St. Mary Mercy Livonia 

Wednesday. April 25, Classroom 10 
Thursday, May 24, Classroom 10 

To register call 734-655-2345 
stmarymercy.org 

Are you living In pain? 
• Now is the time to 

Rediscover your mobility. 

The Center for Joint Replacement at 
St. Mary Mercy Hospital has a comprehensive 

team approach which results In shorter 
hospital stays, better pain management 

and faster recovery. 
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IT CAN FLOOD. 
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Get a preferred risk flood insurance policy in 
your area for as low as $129 a year. Flooding 
can happen anywhere. So call me today and 
protect your home. 

NATIONAL FLOOD 
INSURAMCC PROGRAM 

n 
Nationwide 

On Your Side' 

Gregory Wi l l i ams Agency, Inc. 
16340 Middlebelt Rd., Livonia 

734.422.4260 
williag7@nationwide.com Oft 
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www.49tax.com 
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