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Opening Day
ticket contest

Enter our Facebook
contest for a chance

to win two tickets to

Opening Day to watch

the Detroit Tigers and

the Boston Red Sox

Thursday, April 5 at Co-

merica

Park.

Our

web-

| site,

o Home-
townlife.com, is giving
away two prime tickets
but you must act fast.
Share the contest link
with a Facebook friend
and get five extra
chances to win if they
also enter the contest.
The winner will be
selected at random
April 2.

Enter by clicking
on the contest link in
our Don‘t Miss mod-

* ule at Hometownlife.
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Chiefs coach headed to Hall

More on Baechler, B1.

hometownlife.com

By Tim Smith
Observer Staff Writer

“To me, obviously I want to get
in on merit, which I've done, with
bit shocked because I'm not that the win-loss record,” he noted.
old of a guy.” “But some guys get in on longev-

When he took over as Hudson ity.”

High School’s head coach at age Other stops along Baechler’s

24 his first captain was Casey career trail included Onsted, his
Randolph — who later was on hometown White Pigeon and Dex-
Baechler’s coaching staff at Can- ter. Since taking over a 1-8 team
ton and instrumental in develop- at Canton, the Chiefs have won 10

Canton football coach Tim
Baechler is getting into “the Hall,"
but he isn’t ready to become a
museum piece anytime soon.

The 44-year-old Baechler will be
inducted into the Michigan High
School Football Coaches Associ-

::Tf::ebgogﬁ::ge at ation Hall of Fame on Saturday ing the Chiefs' top-notch wrestling games seven times and have gone
http/Avww.facebook at the Ann Arbor Sheraton. His program. to the Division 1 finals (in 2005).
comlOEHon.\etown. : career record of 173-67 includes “T was only seven years old- The MHSFCA also named him

BILL BRESLER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Canton’s Tim Baechler has
reason to smile as he is be-
ing inducted March 24 into

a stellar mark of 120-37 since tak-
ing over the Chiefs for the 1998
season.

When the Plymouth resident
and physical education teacher at

er than him, which was crazy,”
Baechler said. “So yeah, I was
excited but a little shocked that it
happened so early.”

To earn induction into the MHS-

its Coach of the Year eight times.
According to Sue Heinzman, co-
athletic director at Plymouth-Can-
ton Educational Park, Baechler’s
pending honor is well-deserved.

Bee-autiful

Ryan Teevens, an

eighth grader at New Canton High School found out he FCA Hall of Fame, coaches must “Tim Baechler is an outstand- the Michigan High School
Morning School in would be in the Class of 2012, “I either have 100 victories or 20 Football Coaches Associa-
Plymouth, has quali- was extremely excited and a little years on the sidelines. Please see COACH, A6 tion Hall of Fame.
fied as a semi-finalist to .
represent
New
Morning
i anton
and par-
ticipate at
the state -]
level of
0€es vira
Michigan
National Geographic
Bee.
The bee takes place r
Friday, March 30 at
Western Michigan :

University. The state

~ winner will continue
on to compete at the
national level in May.

The contest is de-
signed to encourage
teachers to include

geography in their
classrooms, spark
student interest in the

support

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton hopes to rally area resi-

subject, and increase dents to support a major lobbying

public awareness about blitz intended to help secure $18 mil-
geography. lion in federal dollars to reshape the
- traffic-snarled, accident-prone I-
: BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 275/Ford Road area.
VO|ces heard Brandon Tomblin appears in court with defense attorney Robert Mullen. Amid support from neighbors such
as Westland, Canton has created a
The Plymouth-Caq- website where area motorists fed up
ton Board of Education H e a rl n a r n d n with Ford Road traffic congestion
' meets 7 p.m.Tuesday I X c can find ways to contact key federal
in Discovery Middle and state officials who can potential-
School to hear public ly influence the bipartisan effort.
comment about its By Darrell Clem ou recused himself and said against Tomblin. Disappointed yet undeterred
facilities study and the Observer Staff Writer another judge will have to con- “I can't speak to that,” Sur- by three rejections, area officials
plan'to right-size the duct the proceedings because ma said. believe residents can help sway fed-
district. As other potential criminal Tomblin, 26, is the son of Ger- Defense attorney Robert eral officials to approve a fourth-
The entire meet- charges still loom against for-  ou’s sister-in-law. Mullen also declined to com- round grant dubbed TIGER, or
ing will be devoted mer Wayne-Westland school Tomblin could face 20 years  ment on Tomblin’s case. Transportation Investment Generat-
to public input on the teacher Brandon Lee Tomb- in jail if he is convicted of one Wayne-Westland Community ing Economic Recovery, intended to
plan, which includes lin of Canton, he appeared Fri-  count of child sexually abusive  Schools Supt. Greg Baracy has spur jobs and fix road problems.
the possible closing day in 35th District Court fol-  activity, two counts of usinga  said Tomblin had partial teach- “The residents are going to be key
of two elementary lowing allegations he was computer to commit a crime ing assignments at Wayne to making this happen,” state Sen.
schools and redistrict- involved in inappropriate and two counts of distributing  Memorial High School, where Patrick Colbeck, R-Canton, said.
ing of all 16 elemen- behavior toward a 16-year-old  sexually explicit material to he taught vocal music, and at “That’s going to be critical.”
tary boundaries. boy. children. Franklin Middle School, St.
Tomblin’s preliminary hear- Assistant Wayne Coun- Michael’s Lutheran School and Website help
ing was adjourned until March  ty Prosecutor Brian Sur- Hicks Elementary School. The website, www.tigerdcanton.
30, however, after 35th Dis- ma declined to comment Fri-
INDEX trict Judge Michael Ger- day on other potential charges Please see HEARING, A6 Please see TIGER, A7
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e Parents push for half-day option
Obituares :
g‘?“"ces ----------------- By Brad Kadrich out a half-day option — is the wrong
e Observer Staff Wrier way to go.
“Many parents want to be offered half-
Karin Young of Plymouth doesn't day kindergarten,” Young said. “Certain-
© The Observer & Eccentric believe every child is ready for all-day ly, (the petition) should give (the board) a
Volume 37 = Number 77 kindergarten. strong indication that all-day kindergar-
And she’s found dozens of parents who ten is not the answer for all parents.”
oo Dalbry: — agree with her. District officials plan to move to all-day
(866) 887-2737 __;§ : 'I:hat's why Young, the mother of kindergarten at all 16 elementary schools,
=% twins, presented the Plymouth-Can- beginning with the 2012-13 school year, n
Return Address: == ¥ ton Board of Education with a peti- because the state plans to cut funding for Sa ”‘ (bny
41304 Concept Dr. = tion signed by more than 80 people who half-day kindergarten students in half. Board of Education trustees Judy Mardigian, Barry Simescu
Plymouth Ml 48170 EQ think the district’s decision to switch to ; and John Barrett (right), along with Supt. Jeremy Hughes
© Please see HALF-DAY, A5

an all-day kindergarten format — with- at last week'’s school board meeting.
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Canton teen gets ‘Hunger Games’ gig

By Brad Kadrich

Observer Staff Writer

If you need a question
answered about the mov-
ie, Hunger Games, which
opens Friday, chances are
Montgomery Jones can
answer it.

So when talk show host
Wendy Williams was looking
for young correspondents to
cover its opening, and asked
for videos to audition, Jones
was right there.

With two videos — the
first of which she did in one
take — Jones earned her-

ANDER KRUSBERG
Wendy Williams (left) lets Kara Murphy of Georgia and

Montgomery Jones of Canton know they won the slots as
“Hunger Games” correspondents.

of Canton. “What sets me Jones found out about

self one of the two spots apart from other fans is Williams' contest while
Williams was giving away. that I know a lot aboutthe  making her normal
On a recent airing of Wil- movie franchise, I've been  rounds of Hunger Games
liams' show, Jones got the following Lionsgate's deci-  sites. She did her first
news she'd been chosen. sions regarding casting,

“I love Hunger Games product endorsements,
and Wendy Williams," and the unique way that
said Jones, the daughter they have marketed the

of Kerry and Theo Jones movie for over a year.”

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Two Canton police offi-
cers have been cleared
of any wrongdoing after
a suspect was shot and
injured during a Dec. 13
incident at Stonybrooke
Apartments near 1-275
and Joy Road.

The Wayne County
Prosecutor’s Office has

video in a single sitting,
and put together a sec-
ond, higher-energy video
based on what producers
requested. The show paid
for Jones trip to New York
for the announcement
(Jones and Georgia native
Kara Murphy were cho-
sen), then sent both girls
to Los Angeles to inter-
view the movie's stars.
The movie is based on
Suzanne Collins’ Hunger
Games trilogy, which fol-
lows a nation called Pan-
em, which rose from the
ashes of civil war. Hunger
Games follows lead protag-
onist Katniss Everdeen into
a fight-to-the-death chal-
lenge against “tributes”

ruled that the officers
acted appropriately after
responding to reports of
a suicidal man who made
what Canton Public Safe-
ty Director Patrick Nem-
ecek has said was “an
aggressive, offensive
move” toward the offi-
cers.

Officials have said the
officers fired, striking
the man once in the side,

glasses for your ears _ (BSERVER
Problom seeing? Got help.
It's just that

Hearing loss Is gradual and can occur at any age. A simple !
hearing test will show if any loss has occured, and our expert
mmumwmmmmmmug.
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Present this ad for $150 off a set

of premium digital hearing alds. visit us online at hometownlife.com

MOSA Audiology Services

615 West Lafayette, Detroit, MI 48226

from Panem’s 12 districts.
Jones, who returns
to the Williams show
Wednesday for the airing
of her coverage, loves the
books because its about
more than one person,
and more than one theme,
“(Katniss) is a symbol
for a movement bigger
than herself,” said Jones,
who first read Hunger
Games in 2008 and fig-
ures she's converted
some 25 people to Hun-
ger Games fans. “There’s
more at stake then her
happiness, people are
dying. I have found
more and more parallels
between the citizens of
Panem and some people

Officers cleared in shooting

amid fears he may be
going for a weapon.

The incident also
involved a second-floor
fire, and local officials
said the 31-year-old sus-
pect jumped out a win-
dow when police entered
the apartment to try to
help any occupants.

Michigan State Police
conducted an investi-
gation and turned find-
ings over to Wayne Coun-
ty authorities. The sus-
pect had several charges
against him following the
incident, but officers will
not be charged.

in our world today.”

Kerry Jones isn’t sur-
prised her daughter
won the right to cover
the movie for Williams'
show. She said Montgom-
ery fights for causes she
believes in and has pas-
sion and drive.

“Once she makes up
her mind, step aside
and watch her go,” Ker-
ry Jones said. “I'm abso-
lutely thrilled for her.
She has been such a huge
fan ... she always wants
to travel and she adores
meeting new people and
experiencing new things
so this amazing opportu-
nity beautifully merges
many of her passions.”

incidents

“I'm very pleased with
the outcome,” Nemecek
said Thursday. “We feel
it'’s a relief not only for
the officers but also not
to have this (investiga-
tion) lingering. It brings a
little bit of closure for us.
We're happy with how it
turned out.”

After the incident, the
officers initially had been
taken off the road and
placed on administrative
duty. They have since
returned to full duty.

dcdem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

Platinum Pet Service

Pet Sltdn; Dog Training, Dog Walking
10% Discount forNew Clients
15% I:‘I;cnocnt for Referrals
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Explo

Call Now For Your

 FREE
~ Trial Class!

Our new Little
Explorers
Program is by
far the best
gymnastics
exploration
program for
Kids ages 2 to
5! They will
learn
everything about gymnastics or
cheerleading, all through themed monthly
lesson plans. Our curriculum will have them
exploring and learning all sorts of fun facts,
all while they
are having a
blast flipping,
climbing,
jumping and
bouncing! Call
us now to learn
more and
schedule your
Free Trial
Class!

Premier Athletics

% 9229 General Drive Plymouth Twp., Ml 48170

734-737-0560

www.mixcheer.com

Wity @ Raudly (fop Ssfion] Fipords?)
R antitoYCheer/ Tumbleyike:
theJGheerieadersoniESEN?

‘'We are Michigan's Top Training Center

Beginners to
advanced athletes

Safety
Certified

Experienced

Established

WWWaMnEiehee@F-eohn
734-737-0560 « 9229 General Drive, Plymouth Twp.
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AROUND CANTON

* *Around Canton” is de-
signed to announce upcom-
ing events taking place in the
community. Items will run
on a space-available basis.
Send details to bkadrich@
hometownlife.com

MOVIE PREMIERE

Date/Time: Saturday,
March 24, 12:45 p.m.
Location: Detroit Institute
of Arts, 5200 Woodward,
Detroit
Details: Unity Produc-
tions Foundation presents
a documentary film from
executive producers Michael
Wolfe and Alex Kronemer.
Narrated by Academy
Award-winning performer
Susan Sarandon, “Islamic
Art: Mirror of the Invisible
World” explores themes
such as the word, space,
ornament, color, and water,
and takes audiences on a
global journey to present
the stories behind the mas-
terworks of Islamic art and
_architecture.
Contact: For more informa-
tion, visit www.IslamicArt-
Detroit.eventbrite.com.

SLAVENS COFFEE

Date/Time: Friday, March

23, 5-6 p.m.

Location: Daydream Cafe,

47192 Michigan Ave., in

+ Canton
Details: State Rep. Dian
Slavens, D-Canton, invites
residents to join her for a
cup of coffee and conversa-
tion at one of her upcoming
coffee hours (she'll also do
one 8-9 a.m. at the Belleville
Charhouse, 524 Main in Bel-
leville). Contact: Toll free at
(888) 347-8021 or send an e-
mail to DianSlavens@house.
mi.gov with any questions
or concerns.
HOMEWORK WORK-
SHOP

- Date/Time: Saturday,
March 24, 2-4 p.m.
Location: Huntington
Learning Center, 44630 Ford
*Road in Canton
Details: The Huntington

Bunny

Canton Leisure Services hosts its annual Easter Bunny
Breakfast and Easter Eggstravaganza events beginning

at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 31. The morning starts with a
two hour-long buffet of breakfast favorites in the Sum-
mit on the Park Grand Ballroom, located at 46000 Summit
Parkway in Canton. Pre-registration is required and ends
at 8 p.m. on Sunday, March 25. Tickets are $15 for ages 13
and up, $10 for ages 4 to 12, and $4 for ages 3 and under.
Children must be accompanied by an adult, For more infor-
mation, visit www.cantonfun.org or call (734) 394-5460.

Learning Center and Can-
ton Public Library present

a free workshop offering
step-by-step solutions to
some of the most common
homework hassles. The
workshop offers advice on
how to tackle everyday
homework problems. The
event features a photo ses-
sion with Plymouth Whalers
mascot Shooter from 2-2:30
p.m. :
Contact: Register online at
www.cantonpl.org.

BUNNY BRUNCH

Date/Time: Saturday,
March 31

Location: Plymouth Salva-
tion Army Corps, Main
Street just south of Ann
Arbor Road

Details: The Salvation
Army Plymouth Corps hosts
a Bunny Brunch, an event
that will help provide ad-
ditional awareness to the
community about ministry
programs such as: Men’s
and Women'’s Ministry,
Summer Day Camp, Tiny
Tots Pre-School, Youth

Programming, Emergency
Disaster Services, and

Tae Kwon Do. The Great
Lakes Rabbit Sanctuary
will also be on hand with
their residents. Youth will
receive an Easter basket
they can fill with some
treats and their completed
crafts. There will also be a
photographer available to
take a family picture that
can be taken home as an
additional memory of the
Easter holiday.

Contact: Call (734) 453-
5464 by March 26.

PET-A-PET

Date/Time: Third Saturday
of the month, 10 a.m.
Location: Woodhaven Re-
tirement Center in Livonia
Details: PET-A-PET, Inc. is
looking for enthusiastic,
friendly pets and their
owners to visit facilities one
hour a month. Pets must
be up to date with vaccina-
tions, proof required.
Contact: Laurie Patterson
at (734) 953-0438.

A GOOD BANK
TEACHES YOUR
MONEY HOW TO
MAKE MONEY.

GIVE YOUR SAVINGS AN EXTRA BOOST WITH A
GUARANTEED RATE THROUGH 6/30/12.

Whether you're saving for the future or

planning a vacation, a good bank can help

you get there. So on top of competitive
rates, you can expect a complimentary
financial review and people when you
need them, who value your time and are
ready to listen. Plus, you're in control

with online and mobile banking, 24/7
phone support and Sunday hours.

Talk with us today.

Isn’t it time you switched to good banking?

PERFORMANCE MONEY MARKET

0.90% 0.55%

GUARANTEED
THROUGH 6/30/12

ANNUAL
PERCENTAGE YIELD

CALL: 1-888-333-2373 | CLICK: charterone.com | COME'IN: Any Charter One
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Canton closes in on new radio system

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

A long-awaited move to
beef up the Canton Pub-
lic Safety Department’s
radio communication and
9-1-1 emergency system
has made a huge stride
after township officials
endorsed a way to pay the
$2 million price tag.

The sweeping decision
came Tuesday evening
as the Canton Township
Board of Trustees settled
on funding for a new 800-
MHz system to improve
radio communications
for police officers, fire-
fighters and dispatchers.
The new Motorola system
also carves a path link-
ing Canton to a statewide
network, and it dovetails
with new federal man-
dates that take effect Jan.
1,2013.

Public Safety Direc-
tor Patrick Nemecek has
said the new system will
improve the department’s
communications and ease
the potential move to con-
solidating 9-1-1 dispatch
services with one or more
nearby communities, if
the long-debated change
occurs.

Nemecek welcomed the
township board’s decision
to move forward with the
system. “We're absolute-

ly pleased with the sup-
port.”

Canton Finance Direc-
tor Wendy Trumbull
confirmed that $1 mil-
lion of the $2 million
price tag will come from
cash reserves, while the
remaining $1 million
will be paid by issuing
and selling $1 million in
bonds.

Of the cash amount,
township officials agreed
to draw $500,000 from
the fire department bud-
get and take the other
half from emergency 9-
1-1 funds, which come
from sources such as cell
phone fees.

“We've been saving our
9-1-1 money for a number
of years,” Nemecek said.

Officials also settled on -

a $1 million bond issue
they plan to repay over a
seven-year period with a
3.7 percent interest rate.
The new system pushes
Canton away from aging
VHF radio equipment to a
far-superior system Fire
Chief Tim Dunn has said
will link the township to
“the largest system of its
kind in North America.”
It will provide seamless,
statewide toverage via the
Michigan Public Safety
Communications System.
The $2 million cost
diminishes some of the

Great drinks and
awesome food comes to
downtown Plymouth!

Mondays are
Trivia Night

Tuesdays are
Karaoke Night

township’s fund balanc-
es, though local officials
hope to replenish the
accounts over time.

As of Tuesday, Trumbull
said the fund balances
stood at $1.9 million for
the 9-1-1 fund, $1.6 mil-
lion for the police budget
and $2.4 million for the
fire department.

She said local officials
had weighed a decision to
issue bonds for the entire
cost of the Motorola sys-
tem, but that option was
scrapped amid concerns
it would severely deplete
the 9-1-1 fund.

The new system is
expected to enhance the
ability of police officers
and firefighters to effec-
tively communicate dur-
ing emergencies, includ-
ing those that spill over to
other communities. Nem-
ecek has said the current
system has encountered
occasional snags during
such incidents.

As Canton moves
toward implementing the
new system, Nemecek has
said the change “should
not affect the residents at
all” — meaning 9-1-1 calls
are expected to result in
the same level of service
amid the transition.

dcdlem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238

Cowe in and enjoy our
daily specials!

Monday & Saturday
12 oz. New York Strip Dinner...$10.95

Wednesday

(Dine in only)
Friday

1/2 Off Pizza All Day

Fish & Chips...$6.95

N LUNCH ONLY [

 Buy One
I get One

S50% off

with purchase of 2 beverages.
Does not include daily specials, must present this coupon.
Penn Grill « 820 Penniman * 734.453.3570

820 Penniman ¢ Downtown Plymouth

734.453.3570

AT THE VILLAGE THEATER
KENYA SAFARI ACROBATS

Friday, March 30 10:00 AM - (matinee school show)
$8/person Friday
March 30 7:30 PM - $25 Adult; $20 Senior/Youth/Group

Straight from the heart of Africa, this dynamic dance troupe
takes acrobatics to exhilarating extremes. A unique and eye-popping
blend of traditional arts and circus skills in classic African style,

ou on the edge of your seat.

this show will havg

S For $18 Kenya Safari Acrobats on March 30, 2012 pm show
Enter COUPON CODE: KENAC (all caps )
For $22 tickets for Country Roads on April 13,2012
Enter COUPON CODE: CRDF1 (all caps

COUNTRY RO/

AT CHERRY

pecial Online Offer:

N "lq'.'- ’
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THE MUSIC OF JOHN DENVER & DAN FOGELBERG

Friday, April 13
8:00 PM - $30 Adult/ $26 Senior/Youth; $25 Group
I you like the country sounds of John Denver & Dan Fogelberg,
you'll love Country Roads with Bob Stillman at The Village Theater
at Cherry Hill. Celebrate the music of these two iconic singer-
songwriters during this special performance that will make you
feel like you've spent an evening with the original artists.
Get Your Tickets Today!
(734)394-5460 » www.cantonvillagetheater.org

P | e P The Village Theater at Cherry Hill
Villa G ﬂlﬁ?ﬁﬁf 50400 Cherry Hill Road * Canton 48187
(734) 394-5300

P]ER ﬁmg $1,702 Cash Due

LEASE at Signing

‘Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title
: and license fees extra,

GOOD BANKING Is Goob cmizensHiP” 3 Charter One

Member FDIC. Available with money not currently on deposit at Charter One. $10,000 new money and active checking required to open: an
active checking account s defined as having 5 qualifying payment transactions that post to and clear your account within a statement period
- qualifying payments from your account include ATM withdrawals and payments made in our branches, payments made using our Online
Banking service, Debit Card purchases, checks pald and automatic electronic payments 10 a third party. Transfers to your checking, savings
and money market accounts are excluded. Online Banking transfers to Business loans or credit ines do not qualify. Personal accounts/select
markets. MMA: The guaranteed interest rate will be in effect through June 30, 2012. After that the rate may change at any time. Based upon 2
guaranteed rate for 3 months and 9 months at non guaranteed rales in effect as of 2/13/12 (which may change) the Variable Annual Percentage
Yield (APY) as of 3/1/12; APY is 0.55% for tiers of $10,000+, $25,000+, $50,000+, $100,000+, $250,000+, 000+, $1,000,000+ (basad
on non-guaranteed interast rata of 0.38%); APY 0.30% tier $3,000,000+ (based on non-guaranteed interest rate of 0.30%); APY 0.08% below
$10,000 (basad on non-guaranteed Interest rate of 0.10%). Fees may reduce earnings. Monthly maintenance fee of $20 may be waived with
minimum daily balance of $1,000. Charter One Is a brand name of RBS Citzens, NA. K
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For 24 months for
current AZ plan
lessee:
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* 2.0L Ti-VCT direct-injection 1-4 engine * AW/FM Single Disk CD Player with MP3 Capability

Offers Up To 40 * AdvanceTrac® Electronic Stability Control System « MyKey™

. 1
highway MPG (1) MPG estimate based on 2012 Focus SE SEDAN with SFE Package - EPA-estmated 29 city/40 hwy mpg. (2) Not all cusiomers wil
qualify for 1.9% APR Ford Credit Financing, $19.19 per month per $1,000 financed for 60 months at APR of 1.9% on the 2012 Ford Focus.
Take delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/12. Residency restrictions apply. (3) Not all lessees will qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet low mile-
age lease. Residency restrictions apply. Some payments higher, some lower. Special lease rates are for efigible A/Z Plan lessees. Payment
includes $250 Renewal Bonus Cash. You must cumently lease a Ford product through Ford Credit and re-lease through Ford Cradit See
dealer for qualifications and complete details. Take retail delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/12. (4) MSRP, A Plan price Is for qualifiad, eligible -

A Plan customers and excludes document fee, destination/delivery charge, taxes, tile and registration. Optional equipment not included. -



http://www.cantonfun.org
http://www.cantonpl.org
http://www.cantonviIlagetheater.org
http://www.thinkfordfirst.com

A4.(CP)
SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2012
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

BRAD KADRICH, EDITOR

Bkadnch@hometownhfe com
(313)222-8899 =
FACEBOOK: HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Aaron Peng with first-grade teacher Kimberly Sparks at

Junior Seeks books
for Peace Corps plan

By Brad Kadrich raise the money.
Observer Staff Writer Dignan even wrangled
. donations from the VVA
Emma Distel of Plym- and the VFW.

outh is busy these days,
trying to teach English

to school teachers and
students during a Peace
Corps assignment to Kyr-
gyzstan.

One problem she’s run
into, according to friends,
is a lack of teaching
materials.

So her friend, Laura

“I told her to check
with the various (civic)
organizations, and even
go shop-to-shop,” Dignan
said. “Businesses are
usually willing to help.
It’s a worthwhile proj-
ect. The Peace Corps
has always, since its
inception, been a noble
cause.“

Murphy, is trying to do Murphy believes the
the Young Authors Luncheon. something to help her. project will be worth-
Murphy, a junior at while not only in the short
Canton High School, is term, but also as a long-
DOd Son StUdent honored conducting a book drive range program.
to try and get some text- “The books will help
h L h books and other English- not only students there
at Ou ng Ut Or u nC eOn language books to Distel now, it'll affect the whole
; in Kyrgyzstan. infrastructure,” Murphy
“About all she's got said. “It's not just for stu-
Aaron Peng, a second- and artwork submitted right now are Clifford dents now, but for stu-
grader from Dodson Ele-  to this edition of Kalei- (the Big Red Dog) books dents to come who will be
mentary School in Can- doscope,” MRA’s Presi- and some Dr. Seuss,"” said able to communicate bet-
ton, was awarded a med- dent, Sue Sharma, Ph.D. Murphy, a 17-year-old ter with the rest of the
al at the “Write, Right said, “represent the hard  Plymouth resident. “She world.”

from the Heart"” Young
Authors Luncheon last

work and creative minds
of talented young individ-

said, ‘Try teaching Eng-
lish with Dr. Seuss. It’s

Murphy hopes, if dona-
tions go well, to be able to

week at the Amway uals and their support- not easy.” ship the books in June.
Grand Plaza Hotel in ive teachers.” Sharma So Murphy wants to “I'd like to get them
Grand Rapids. added teachers “play an help her. She’s looking Canton High School junior Laura Murphy is collecting there as soon as I can,”

Aaron's poem, The

important role in nurtur-

for books suitable for

books to help her friend, a Peace Corps worker, teach

she said. “That way

Beautiful Seasons, was ing the expressive voices  students in first grade English to students in Kyrgyzstan. Emma can introduce
selected among hun- of young writers.” through 12th grade. them to as many kxds as
dreds of submissions Aaron and his fami- Books such as diction- project, Murphy learned While collecting books possible.”

from across Michigan ly were joined at the lun-  aries, thesauruses, chil- one important fact: It's is the main thing, “Obvi- :

and was published inthe  cheon by Sparks and Dod- dren’s books and even going to be expensive. ously, 'm always opento  Anyone wishing to help
2012 Kaleidoscope, a pub-  son’s Intervention Spe- some fiction, would be She said her research (money),” she said witha  Murphy can contact her at
lication by the Michigan cialist, Bonnie Goodrich. welcome donations. shows shipping 500 books smile. Imurphy318@gmail.com
Reading Association. The luncheon also fea- She's already got- to Kyrgyzstan via the How to raise it was the (make checks payable to

+ Aaron wrote The Beau-
tiful Seasons last year as

tured special guests Kar-
en and Darrin Brege,

ten some donations, and
hopes to get more, from

U.S. Postal Service could
- cost $1,600 or more.

question. Murphy talked
to several people, among

PCEP National Honor Society,
with “Book Drive” on the

part of a lesson taught by  author and illustrator students through Plym- That's why, in additionto  them Don Dignan of the memo line).

first-grade teacher Kim- of the best-selling Mick outh-Canton’s National book donations, she's cer-  Vietnam Veterans Chap-

berly Sparks. Morris Myth Solver Honor Society. tainly willing to accept ter 528, who made sug- bkadrich@hometownlife.com
“The stories, poetry series. While developing the monetary gifts. gestions as to how best to (313) 222-8899
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Flagstar Bank is a proud sponsor
of the 2012 March for Babies.

To walk with us, register at
flagstar.com/MarchForBabies

march@ofdimes

march for babies

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com
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Hae-oay semsiz= Ciena cuts ribbon on new home

But Young, and the oth-

sizing plan for a “Young

ers who signed the peti- Fives"” program. The pro- By Brad Kadrich and occupational therapy. The com-
tion, believe many par- gram would cater to stu- Observer Staff Writer munity is expected to create more
ents don't want the all- dents who are old enough than 100 full- and part-time jobs.
day option. An attor- to begin kindergarten, Mohammad Qazi had a vision “We are very pleased to have

ney by trade, Young said  but whose parents don't of what he wanted the $8.5 mil- Regency at Canton become a part
she’d made arrangements believe they're ready. lion, state-of-the-art skilled nursing of our community,” Canton Town-
to be home more for her The district would facility his company was building ship supervisor Phil LaJoy said.

children as they transi-

offer four sections (of 20-

in Canton to look like.

“Providing high quality care for

tioned into kindergarten. 25 seats each) of Young On Thursday, he finally got to see both short- and long-term residents

The decision to move to  Fives, but don't believe it officially. is a great asset to Canton, along
the all-day option takes they’d fill all of those Qazi, president of Ciena Health- Ciena President Mohammad Qazi with employment opportunities
away time Young thought  openings. They could fill  care, presided over the official rib-  (from left), Canton Township Super- with a stable, Michigan-based com-
she'd have with her kids.  open seats with half-day bon-cutting at Regency at Canton, visor Phil LaJoy, chamber president pany.”

“I have made a sacri- kindergarten students. the 113-bed facility Ciena built on Dianne Cojei and Canton Township The 59,000-square-foot facility
fice, and I sort of feel like “It’s an idea being con- Geddes. Qazi believes the new Can-  trustee Syed Taj cut the ribbon at the  also features a state-of-the-art reha-
it’s all for naught now,” sidered,” said Hughes, who  ton facility is far more advanced grand opening Thursday of Regency bilitation gym, wireless Internet
Young said. "‘I'm losing stressed suchaplanwould  than programs senior citizens have - at Canton. with Internet Café, library with fire-
a year I had planned on need Board of Education had available in the past. place, private dining room for fam-
spending with the kids."” approval. “We're probably “This model is a departure from designed to meet the needs of tra- ily gatherings, individualized heat-

Young and the others not going to offer (half-day  how things were done, and are still - ditional, long-term care geriatric ing and cooling units with controls
who signed her petition kindergarten). We'dbe los-  being done to some extent,” Qazi residents. in each room, lounge and a spa.
said they believe some ing money, because of the said. “This facility is what we'd like “We are honored to have the Canton Chamber of Commerce
kindergarten-age chil- state funding.” not only short-term care, but long- opportunity to provide high qual- president Dianne Cojei said high-
dren are “just not ready” While saying they term care, to be. These are alterna- ity care in this new state-of-the- end facilities like Regency are nec-
for five full days of school  understand state fund- tives now that (seniors) will have. art facility in Canton,” Qazi said. essary for the township’s success.
and that half-day kinder- ing is a concern for the These are the kinds of facilities “Regency at Canton has a home- “Canton really has moved from a
garten is “‘a good transi- district, they also think we'll start seeing across the state.”  like environment with all the latest  bedroom community to a full-ser-
tion for these students.” there’s a bigger picture. Regency at Canton features a safety features plus an easy tonav-  vice community,” Cojei said. “We

While there is no stated “We're already rushing living area designed to care for igate floor plan for both residents need facilities like this that are top
plan tooffer a half-day option  our children,” said Jennifer  the needs of residents requiring and staff.” of the line so we can grow.”
to every parent, district D’Angelo, a Bird Elemen- a short-term rehabilitation stay Services offered at Regency at
administrators may have at tary School parent from and contains a separate living area  Canton include physical therapy bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
least a partial solution. Plymouth. “Once they grow

Superintendent Dr.Jere- up, they’re grown up.”
my Hughes said Thursday
administrators are consid- bkadrich@hometownlife.com

ering a plan — to be rec-

(313) 222-8899
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A-QUALITY CARE | OFEN

VETERINARY HOSPITAL), 'zz=
FREE pogica 25%
OFFICE Vaccine Pkg. OFF

VISIT $79 Spgﬁlrl;::yt"

ST with purchase of
. 25 12 or 6 months
D D heartworm tablets \4 |
11655 Farmington Rd. 734.421.PETS (7387) "\¥,

| th KL Livonia  wwwagqualitycarevel.com 2| 4

| St. Michael’s Parish presents
“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

| RS ONLY VERIZON OFFERS:

AT * All the Data you need v.vit,h. DOUBLE DATA

L EN T EN F‘ ‘ O Now get 4 GB for the price of 2 GB, when you buy a new 4G LTE smartphone (plus other charges).*

March 23 and 30

* Full Dinners 4:30-7:00 PM

« Carry-Out Available

» Choice of Hand-Dipped «* ""'-":su b
Fried or Baked < ——
Fresh Atlantic Cod ©  ° {f -

» America’s Fastest 4G Network
» America's Largest 4G LTE Network
* The largest selection of 4G LTE smartphones

* Superior customer service

UG

47

Samsung Stratosphere™

BUY ONE

GET ONE FRE E S9999
$149.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

Free phone: $50 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

oot g ". _—— ‘ ‘-'-.“II§,‘.‘ 4
1441 Hubbard Rd., S. of Plymouth Rd. « Livoni

734.261.1455 o

e —
FOUR SEASONS ztagisization

GREAT STAFF. GREAT CARE.

In-House Dialysis | Cardiac Rehab | Respiratory Therapy
Secured Memory Care Unit | Short & Long- Term Care
Medicare and Medicaid Provider | Private Insurance

5 & 5 & B &8 B 0B B B B B B |
' | &

Dured Kire \riefuth

Four
Seasons
provides
Respiratory
Therapy
or-call §
24 hours a
day,
7 days a
724l Roger Fox, a nationally Registered and
s iin-l Licensed Respiratory Therapist, works i
usua"y with Four Seasons' physicians and
health care team caring for patients with
breathing disorders including congestive
heart failure, COPD, emphysema, ;
hospi“"& pneumonia, pulmonary fibrosis, and i
tracheostomy. Recent renovations of
the facility included installation of in-wall
oxygen in patient rooms.

SHREUNG

Roger Fox, LRT, RRT

3
N
)

11 $149.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate debit card.. I

available

only in

“Highest Ranked Customer Service
Performance among Full Service
Wireless Providers,” according to
J.D. Power and Associates.

Ut g PatLyden, RN and Four Seasons'
el Administrator said, “You typically f
DIGNITY AND find people with respiratory therapy ‘
COMPASSION BY credentials in a hospital. Four Seasons is
OUTSTANDING on the cutting edge.”
el Most facilities don't offer in-wall oxygen,”
said Roger Fox. It's a luxury not offered
everywhere and why we're able to care

All phones require new 2-yr. activation & data pak. While supplies last.

SWITCH TO FIND OUT WHY MORE PEOPLE CHOOSE AND STAY WITH VERIZON.
VERIZONWIRELESS.COM +«  VZW.COM/STORELOCATOR

for some pretty special patients.”

1.800.256.4646 .

Drop in for a Visit
[ I I )
Anytime! Any Day! 2 ;54 4162000
' 8365 Newburgh Road | Just South of Joy Road | Westland 48185

*Qur Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 17.9% of interstate & int| telecom charges (varies quarterly), 16¢ Regulatory & 93¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not
taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes & our surcharges could add 7% — 41% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line. Offers & coverage, varying by sve, not
avallable everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months. LTE is a trademark of E TSL 4G LTE Is available
in 196 citles in the US. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its relaged companies. Used under license. Double your data applies to data paks 2 GB or higher. Verizon Wireless received

X Take a TOIII‘ on our WCbsite! the highest numerical score among full service wireless providers in the proprietary J.0. Power and Assodlates 2012 Wireless Customer Care Full Service StudySM — Yol. 1. Study based on
responses from 9,098 consumers measuring 4 full service wireless providers and measures opinions of consumers who contacted customer care within the past year Proprietary study
www.fourseasons nutsingcentencom results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed July — December 2011, Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. € 2012 Verizon Wireless. MSPRI


http://www.ayulitycarrrrt.com
http://www.fourseasonsnursingcenter.com




