
Leyden 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME 

Did you remember to set 
your clock ahead one hour? 

Poet 
perfection 

Madeline Leyden, an 
eighth-grader at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, 
w o n th i rd place in the 
Middle School Division 
of the 2011-2012 Writ-
ing Contest sponsored 
by The Wri t ing Confer-
ence, Inc. 

She was the only 
Michigan student to 

w in an 
award 
in the 
annual 
contest, 
sponsored 
by The 
Wri t ing 
Confer-
ence, Inc., 

which provides ser-
vices to children, young 
adults and teachers 
w i th interests in read-
ing and wr i t ing. The 
goal of this non-prof i t 
organization is the im-
provement of wr i t ing 
and reading skills of 
young people. 

Her poem; 
Change 
"Who knew that 

just one night 
Could change a 

country, fill it with 
fright 

With winds and 
waves one hundred 
feet tall 

Tsunamis took 
buildings, took lives, 
took all 

"One quake, single 
quake stole thou-
sands of lives 

Separated broth-
ers, sisters, husbands 
and wives 

Changed skyscrap-
ers to rubble, housing 
to ash 

Sent Japan's thriv-
ing country down 
with a crash 

"With so much sad-
ness, a good deal of 
sorrow 

What kind of 
chance is there of a 
happy tomorrow 

But the rest of the 
world did all that 
they could 

Proving after big 
rain comes the rain-
bow, the good" 

Look inside for 

MONEY 
SAVING 
Coupons 

CCHA ticket 
contest 

Enter our Facebook 
contest for a chance 
t o w in a family four-
pack of tickets to the 
CCHA semifinals Friday, 
March 16, at Joe Louis 
Arena. 

Share 
t he con-
test l ink 
w i t h a 
Facebook 
f r i end 

and get an extra f ive 
chances t o w i n if 
they also enter the 
contest. Prizes w i l l 
be awarded Tuesday, 
March 13 and the 
w inners must be able 
t o pick up the t ickets 
on game day. 

You can enter by 
c l icking on t he con-
test l ink in our Don ' t 
Miss modu le at Home-
town l i f e . com or by 
vis i t ing our facebook 
page at h t t p : / /www. 
facebook.com/OE-
Hometown. 
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'Your life 
m 

an instant' 
By Brad Kadrich 
Observer Staff Writer 

When Kassi Gilbert found the strange markings on 
her daughter's face — splotches that appeared 
with no apparent explanation — she did what any 

parent might do and got her to the emergency room. 
Doctors at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ypsilanti con-

ducted a battery of tests and couldn't find a reason for the 
markings, either, although they ruled out anything blood-
borne. They sent Kassi and her daughter home, with a rec-
ommendation to follow up with their pediatrician. That was 
Sept. 23,2011. 

Six days later, 14-year-old Abigaille Giamporcaro was 
dead. 

Abigaille's young, promising life — the 
Discovery Middle School student was a poet 
and a songwriter, a creative soul with an eye 
on a career as an interior designer — was 
snuffed out the way an increasing number 
of lives are being ended recently. Abigaille 
died, alone in the closet of her own Canton 
bedroom, playing what is euphemistically 
called the "choking game," a relatively new 
way young people have begun using while 
chasing a "high" for which they don't need 
drugs. 

Nearly six months later, her family is still 
reeling. 

Thrill seeking? 
"It's awful," Kassi Gilbert said of the pain 

inflicted by the loss. "It's every day. It just 
doesn't go away." 

The game is played by fashioning a noose 
around the neck, pulling on it and releasing just before loss 
of consciousness. Doctors say the idea is to get the same 
sort of "high" they might get, but without the danger of 
being caught with illegal drugs or alcohol. 

"Thrill seeking is the major reason for participating in 
this game," said Dr. Michael Butkus, Assistant Professor/ 
Psychologist, Department of Psychiatry and Behavior-
al Neurosciences at the Wayne State University School of 
Medicine. 

"This game is played by all kinds of adolescents, some 
high-achieving, some not. It would 
be attractive to some adolescents 
who are bored, maybe even a little 
depressed because their lives may 
be empty of other sources of plea-
sure," he said. 

It is frequently done in crowds, 
but is often also done alone, which 
is how Abigaille played it, at least 
the last time. 

Trying to help 
Her parents aren't really sure 

how long Abigaille had been play-
ing the game, although since her 
death they've discovered her best 
friend had known, and had done 
his best to get her to stop. Kas-
si and her husband, Caleb, also 
don't know where she learned it, 
although there are YouTUbe vid-
eos and websites dedicated to the 
practice. 

Here's what they do know: On 
the day she died, Abigaille had 
been planning to go to a friend's 

Dad Caleb Gilbert w i th Kimmy (left), Abigaille and a very 
young Henry at the cider mill. 

in Loving Memory 

Abigaille Nicole Giamporca' 
Abby Giamporcaro dressed 
up as a "Beetlebug." 

Please see ABIGAILLE, A4 

Fatality Injury Activity 

United States 416 51 6 473 

Other Countries 125 4 2 111 

Total 521 55 8 584 

Source: Dangerous Behaviors Foundation, Inc. 

Canton cop clocks 
save of woman's watch 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

Call it The Mystery of the Stolen 
$5,000 Watch. 

Consider it solved due to tena-
cious work by Canton Detective 
Tim Wright. 

It started when a 25-year-old 
Canton woman left her Stony-
brooke apartment near Joy Road 
and 1-275 for a weekend getaway 
in late February. She let her teen-
age cousin stay at her place but 

warned her not to have company. 
Yet the teen invited over an 

18-year-old male from a nearby 
apartment complex When the out-
of-town resident returned, she was 
missing a $5,000 Breitling watch. 

The younger cousin apparently 
had no idea what had happened to 
it, and her male friend had subse-
quently been arrested by Canton 
police for an unrelated traffic vio-
lation and turned over to Livonia 
authorities, who sought him for 
yet another incident. 

Livonia sent him off to the Isa-
bella County Jail for a few days, 
and an investigation by Wright 
revealed that, sure enough, the 
suspect had an expensive Bre-
itling watch among his personal 
property. 

Wright traveled to Mount Pleas-
ant and was returning Friday 
afternoon to Canton with the 
$5,000 watch — ready to turn it 
over to a thankful owner. 

Please see WATCH, A2 

Canton 
water 

rates likely 
to decline 

By Darrel l Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

In a surprise devel-
opment, Canton resi-
dents are expected to see 
their water-sewer rates 
decrease by an average 
2.3 percent starting May 
1 — the first time local 
rates have fallen in 28 
years, Municipal Servic-
es Director Tim Faas con-
firmed Friday. 

New rate hikes imposed 
by the Detroit Water and 
Sewerage Department 
have been offset by other 
expenses that declined or 
remained flat for water-
system operations and 
maintenance, water bill-
ing, capital costs and a 
workforce restructuring, 
Faas said. 

The rate decrease, if 
approved by the Canton 
Township Board of TVust-
ees, is expected to shave 
an estimated $8.15 off the 
average quarterly bill of 
$351 for a typical house-
hold using 32,283 gallons 
of water. That amounts to 
$32.60 a year. 

Welcome n e w s 
TVeasurer Melissa 

McLaughlin, whose otfice 
handles water billing, 
said any decrease will be 
welcomed by residents, 
especially those who have 
struggled through tough 
economic times. 

"It's not going to send 
anybody to Hawaii for 
a week, but on the oth-
er hand it sure beats an 
increase," McLaughlin 
said. "It's very, very good 
news." 

Faas, McLaughlin and 
other township officials 
have routinely advised 
local water consumers to 
expect annual rate hikes, 
due to Detroit's increases 
and Canton's rising cost 
of maintaining its water-
sewer system. 

"I always tell folks just 
to plan on rates going 
up," McLaughlin said. 
"I've probably.said that 
10,000 times." 

Though a 2.3-percent 
decrease won't exactly 
fatten local wallets, she 
said residents "are going 
to be thrilled" not to get a 
rate hike. 

News from Faas of the 
expected rate decrease 
comes as he plans to 
lead a township forum 
to explain the proposed 
water-sewer rates and 
how they are calculat-
ed. The public session has 
been set for 6 p.m. Mon-
day inside the township 
board meeting room, 1150 
S. Canton Center. 

The latest proposal puts 
Canton's combined water-
sewer rate at $10.13 per 
1,000 gallons — down 
from $10.39. Township 
officials are expected to 
discuss the rates during 
a March 20 study session 
before approving them 
April 10 and allowing 
them to become effective 
May 1. 

Rate se t te r 
Canton also benefitted 

by closely estimating the 
amount of water it would 

Please see WATER, A6 

http://www
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WATCH 
Continued from page A1 

"She was more upset 
with her cousin than any-
thing," Wright said. 

Canton Detective 
Sgt. Dave Schreiner 
divulged details of the 
case because, he said, 
"that 's just good police 

work." 
The suspect was fac-

ing possible charg-
es in Canton. How-
ever, Wright said the . 
male denied putting the 
watch in his pocket and 
blamed the girl who 
invited him over. 

dclcmOhometownlife.com 
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Man faces prison in dragging case 

F o u r S e a s o n s * i : ™ ! i * T i o N 

GREAT STAFF. GREAT CARE. 
In-Houso Dialysis I Cardiac Rehab I Rospiralory Therapy 

Secured Memory Care Unit I Short A Long- Term Care 
Medicare and Medicaid Provider I Private Insurance 

"Therapy 

was a lot 

of hard 
work but 

Manouj 

was not 
going to 

give up. He 

stood eye-
to-eye with 

me until 

I finally 
made that 

first little 
hop." 

QUALITY CARE 

PROVIDED WITH 

DIGNITY AND 

COMPASSION BY 

OUTSTANDING 

Betty Noe, Dearborn, Ml 

Betty spent three months at Four 
Seasons recovering from" fractures 
of the wrist, leg, and a shattered 
knee, and recently returned 
following knee replacement surgery. 
Her stay in the Sub-Acute Unit 
included physical and occupational 
therapy. 

"When I first broke my leg and arm I 
was scared to death that I would be 
in a wheelchair the rest of my life, 
but with the help of three wonderful 
and skilled Four Season therapists, 
I am walking again. 

God bless all of the caring people at 
Four Seasons Rehabilitation." 

Drop in for a Visit 
Anytime! Any Day! a7J4|4,6 2000 

8365 Ncwburgh Road just South of Joy Road I Westland 48185 

Take a Tour o n o u r Websi te ! 
w w w . f o u r s e a s o n s n u r s i n g c e n t e r . c o m 

By Darrell Clem 
'Obierver Staff Writer 

A Westland man who 
drove over a teenager 
and dragged him along 
a Canton road is facing 
a two-year prison term, 
though his defense attor-
ney said he can keep the 
crime off his record as 
long as he stays out of 
trouble. 

Rodney Manning, a 20-
year-old father of two, 
was sentenced Thursday 
by Wayne County Circuit 
Judge Vonda Evans, but 
defense attorney Leon 
Weiss said Evans allowed 
Manning to remain free 
until he returns to court 
April 10 to start serving 
his time. 

Manning learned his 
fate a f te r he pleaded no 
contest in January to 
assault with intent to do 
great bodily harm (less 
than murder), a charge 
that could have land-
ed him in prison for 10 
years for severely injur-
ing 19-year-old Jahlil 
Wilson of Westland dur-
ing a dispute last July 
2 outside a house par-
ty near Beck and Wood-
long. 

"I just believe there are 
no winners in this case," 
Weiss said Thursday, 
though he called the out-
come "a fair resolution" 
for both sides. 
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DouMt Your Employe Match Bonus Monty 
Up to S1000 Match on your Bonus Check at Dick Scott Dodge! 
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2012 CHRYSLER 
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STK# CI22033 

2012 CHRYSLER 200 
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Rodney Manning of Westland begins serving a two-year 
prison term Apri l 10 for driving over a teenager and drag-
ging him along a road. 

Sentence starts 
Manning, who has been 

free on bond, begins serv-
ing his two-year term 
April 10 inside a Michigan 
prison for young offend-
ers, Weiss said, but good 
behavior by Manning can 
allow him through the 
state's Holmes Youthful 
TVainee Act to keep the 
incident off his record. 

Manning accepted 
a plea agreement that 
prompted authorities to 
dismiss earlier charg-
es of assault with intent 
to murder, reckless driv-
ing causing serious inju-
ry, felonious assault and 
operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated causing seri-

ous injury. 
If he had gone to tri-

al and been convicted as 
charged, he could have 
faced penalties ranging 
up to life in prison. 

Wilson, saying he still 
has nightmares after 
being hit and dragged 
a considerable distance 
under a car, gave chilling 
testimony last November 
during Manning's prelim-
inary examination in 35th 
District Court. 

Wilson accused Man-
ning of twice running 
over him and dragging 
him an estimated quarter-
mile along Beck Road as 
Wilson struggled to sur-
vive by clinging to hot 

pipes underneath the car. 

Violent clash 
His testimony indicat-

ed the assault followed a 
violent clash between two 
groups, one of them alleg-
edly affiliated with a gang 
dubbed Loyalty Before 
Respect. Wdson denied 
any gang involvement. 

Wilson had testified 
he was among a crowd 
of 25-30 people who 
crossed Beck Road after 
a car driven by Manning 
parked across the street 
and one passenger got out 
with a baseball bat. Wil-
son said the house-par-
ty crowd, some of them 
shouting gang letters 
"LBR," pelted Manning's 
car with cinder blocks 
and rocks, shattering 
some of the windows. 

Wilson said Manning 
then drove toward the 
party, ran off the road, 
drove over him and 
dragged him until his but-
tocks were seared off and 
his spine exposed. 

During the preliminary 
hearing, Weiss expressed 
sympathy for Wilson but 
also accused him of trying 
to "sanitize his own behav-
ior" during an attack by 
"organized gang activity" 
against Manning and his 
passengers. 

cklemOhometownlife.com 
(313)222-2238 

W-W board to interview four law firms 
By Sue Mason 
Observer Staff Writer 

Representatives of four 
law firms will be in the 
Wayne-Westland Commu-
nity Schools Monday and 

TXiesday to explain to the 
school board why they 
should be the district's 
general legal council. 

After months of devel-
oping requests for pro-
posals and review-
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ing the 12 that the dis-
trict received, the school 
board will hold two spe-
cial meetings on Mon-
day and TUesday, March 
12-13, to interview what 
members determined as 
the top four law firms 
during the process. 

The board will meet at 5 
p.m. each day in the board 
meeting room in the dis-
trict's administrative offic-
es on Marquette, east of 
Newburgh. The interviews 
will be at 5:30 and 7 JO p.m. 

The board last month 
agreed to interview the 
top four firms. Selected 
were Dickson Wright, Col-
lins and Blaha, Clark Hill 
and Lusk and Albertson. 

Since the two meetings 
are special meetings, a 
decision won't be made 
until the board's next reg-
ular meeting on Monday, 
March 19. 

o~ Our Lady of Good Counsel School 

Now Enrolling in . 
m i F D n r a n d F U U D A Y 

K i n d e r g a r t e n 

please come visit our "GARDEN"! 

can 734 -453 -3053^ 

^•SniiriUl! 
B A R N E T T 

S S R O O F I N G A N D S I D I N G I N C . S S S 

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL 
Barnett Roofing & Siding, Inc. is a family-owned company that has been 
serving the Wayne County, Oakland County, and Downriver communities for 
over 50 years. Whatever your needs, our staff will work with you to develop a 
proposal that will enhance and protect your home or business while meeting 
your budget. And our certified installers will finish your project in a timely 
and professional manner, giving you peace of mind about your investment. 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton, Ml 48188 
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Bankof America 

HOW A SPRING MANUFACTURER IS HELPING TO 

BUILD DETROIT'S FUTURE 

\ 
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••••• 

As the largest independent spring manufacturer in the United States and a major provider 
of components for the automotive industry, Peterson Spring is a leading driver of Detroit's 
economy. They also supply springs and other parts to large manufacturers around the world. 
When Peterson Spring needed strategic assistance in preparing for future growth, they 
turned to Bank of America. We responded with flexible financial solutions, like equipment 
financing, to help them operate more efficiently and create more jobs. 

* • 

Peterson Spring is another example of how we're working to help small businesses grow and 
hire in Detroit — and across the country. In 2011, we provided $471.1 million in new credit 
to sma l l businesses in Michigan — an increase of 7% f r o m 2010 . 

To learn more about what we're doing to help strengthen local economies across the country, 
visit bankofamerica.com/facts 
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Continued from page A1 

house, but had been asked 
by her working parents 
to help get preparations 
started for dinner. When 
Abby's 9-year-old sister, 
Kimberly, got home and 
couldn't find Abby, she 
called her mother. 

Gilbert told Kimberly 
to go through the house, 
while staying on the 
phone. Minutes later, the 
awful discovery had been 
made. 

"She said, 'Mom, I 
found her in her clos-
et, and she's freaking 
me out!"' Kassi recalled. 
"She went outside and 
started screaming for 
help." 

Caleb Gilbert won't 
ever forget those 
moments, either. Hurry-
ing home from the east 
side and stuck in rush-
hour expressway traf-
fic, Caleb dialed his home 
phone and found a neigh-
bor answering. The 
neighbor said, "You need 
to get home now." When 
he called back, a police 
officer answered. Caleb 
will never forget that 
conversation. 

Chilling call 
"He said, 'Sir, there's 

been an incident at your 
house... They're working 
on your daughter,'" Caleb 
recalled. 

Kassi got home first, 
followed by Caleb. By the 
time he got there, EMTs 
had already taken Abby 
to Annapolis Hospital in 
Wayne. Doctors at the 
hospital spoke the words 
no parent ever wants to 
hear. 

"They told us there was 
nothing they could do," 
Caleb said. "Your life 
changes in an instant." 

In the days following 
Abby's death, her best 
friend told police he'd 
learned Abby was taking 
part in the game — "If we 
hadn't found out what she'd 
been doing, we'd have 
thought she committed sui-
cide," Kassi said — and 
tried to talk her out of it. 

, Mr- t m r n t ; 
! - / J W 

1 

Kassi Gilbert a few years ago w i th her daughter, Abby. 

To this day, the fami-
ly doesn't know how long 
she'd been doing it. She'd 
spent the summer in West 
Virginia with her father, 
and the month following 
her return was busy get-
ting ready for school. Her 
mother didn't notice any-
thing wrong. Sure, Abby 
was tired a lot, and there 
were those mysterious 
splotches, but any par-
ent might mistake those. 
Even the doctors at St. 
Joe's had no idea. 

It wasn't until after 
Abby's death, when Kas-
si was searching — 
begging, really — for 
answers, did she find out 
those things are symp-
toms of kids playing the 
game. In fact, this year 
had been smoother than 
the year before, when 
peer pressure and anger 
issues were raised with 
Abby, who at one point 
even told her mother she 
wanted to move to West 
Virginia with her dad. 

But those attitudes 
were gone when Abby 

got back last summer. 
She was hanging out with 
friends, getting ready for 
school, thinking about 
getting a work permit. 

Vague symptoms 
"It wasn't until she 

passed I found out she'd 
skipped a few days of 
school," Kassi said. 
"She'd been tired, and she 
wasn't feeling well. There 
wasn't anything that 
flagged me." 

Not realizing the symp-
toms is the frustrating 
thing about what hap-
pened to Abby, accord-
ing to Kassi. There are 
so many warning signs 
parents learn to look for 
in terms of drug use or 
more extreme behav-
ior such as cutting them-
selves. 

"But with this, the 
symptoms are so vague," 
she said. "The one chance 
we had, the doctors didn't 
even know. How are we, 
as parents, supposed to 
know." 

Now that she's done 

some research, Kas-
si does know more about 
symptoms. 

According to Dr. But-
kus, the Wayne State Uni-
versity psychologist, 
"any significant change 
in behavior is general-
ly a red flag." A hap-
py child who turns irri-
table, headaches, unex-
plained behavior, etc. are 
all symptoms. And par-
ents shouldn't just look at 
their own children. 

"Since the choking 
game can be played in 
groups, youth's friends 
may have signs, too," But-
kus said. "As a good rule 
of thumb, parents should 
always know what their 
children are doing and 
don't hesitate to ask ques-
tions and probe in spite 
of the youth's protesta-
tions." 

Experts say the num-
bers are so fuzzy when 
trying to determine not 
only how many kids are 
participating, but how 

many are dying from it. 
According to the Danger-
ous Behaviors Founda-
tion, it's estimated that 
between 250 and 1,000 
children die each year 
from the practice; how-
ever, hard statistics are 
difficult to come by, they 
said, since many coroners 
record such deaths as sui-
cide. 

Different intent 
Kassi hates the ideA 

of Abby's death being 
thought of as a suicide, 
because "it denotes a 
whole different angle, an 
intent to it." 

"It makes it look like 
her whole reason (for 
playing the game) was 
she wanted to die," Kassi 
said. "I don't think that's 
true." 

Abby, whom Caleb 
called "very artistic, very 
right-brained... fun and 
spunky and very cool," 
left behind three siblings 
— 18-year-old, Zacha-

ry Giamporcaro; 9-year-
old Kimberly Gilbert and 
2-year-old Henry Gil-
bert. They're left to sift 
through the pain. 

"There is often trau-
ma among the loved ones 
that in itself requires 
treatment," Butkus said. 
"Many never get over it 
and are bothered by the 
loss for years, and many 
blame themselves for not 
being able to prevent the 
death." 

Preventing deaths is 
what Kassi and Caleb 
are now focused on 
accomplishing. Kas-
si has poured herself 
into research and now 
knows more about what 
she could have been look-
ing for. 

She hopes to help oth-
er parents avoid the same 
pain she feels six months 
after her daughter's 
death. 

"I want parents to know 
it's a possibility their kids 
are doing this... I want 
them to talk to their kids 
about the way they do 
about safe sex or drugs. 

"I think (the pain) gets 
harder af ter the initial 
shock," she added. "For 
me, the shock wore off 
about a month ago. (Now) 
there's no emotional buf-
fer. It's awful." 

She's trying to recov-
er, though. The fam-
ily recently made a 
memorial gift dona-
tion to the Canton Pub-
lic Library, where Kas-
si and her daughter often 
wiled away the hours. 
The donation is being 
used to buy four books 
that would have interest-
ed Abby. Kassi still has, 
and plans to keep, Abby's 
library card. 

"It means a lot to me," 
said Kassi, who is work-
ing toward a master's in 
library information sci-
ence at Wayne State. "It 
makes me very happy to 
have her name memorial-
ized in a place where we 
spent time together." 

bkadrichOhometownlife com 
(313)722^899 
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J o i n U s i n C e l e b r a t i o n ! 
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TARS 
...ONE STUDENT AT A TIME 

Life Support Training Institute 
Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time. 

For more information or to register, 
please visit us on the web at 

www. l i fesuppor t t ra imng.org 
or call us at 

866 -FOR-LST I ( 3 6 7 - 5 7 8 4 ) 
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 

Now Accepting Registrations! 

Upcoming 2012 Course Offerings 
Course Start Date Days Location 
EMS l/C 3/13/12 T-Th Southfield 
EMT Day Class 3/13/12 T-Th Southfield 
EMT 4/10/12 T-Th Southfield 
Paramedic Day Class 4/10/12 T-Th Taylor 

Late Registrants Accepted 

All Saints Catholic School Kindergarten 

Our full day kindergarten program exceeds the 
curriculum standards set forth by the State of 
Michigan. It is designed to ensure that every 

student reaches his/her academic potential, and includes Math, 
Science, Language Arts, Social Studies, Religion, Art, Music, 
RE. Computers and Library. 

Other highlights of our program Include: 
• Book buddies 
• After school clubs & activities 
• Religious retreat 
• Field trips 
• Literacy & math coaches 
• Smartboards 

For more information, or to set up a 
personal tour, please call 734.459.2490 

All Saints Catholic School 
48735 Warren Rd. • Canton. Ml 48187 
Between Beck & Ridge Rd. 
Email: ascs@hotmail.com 

S c h o o l c r a f t 
y College 

Public Safety 
Career Expo 

I n v e s t i g a t e a ca ree r in 
L a w E n f o r c e m e n t • F i re F i g h t i n g 

E m e r g e n c y M e d i c a l T e c h n o l o g y 

2012 

0 r. /< 
? accepted 

Wednesday, March 14 * 4 - 7 pm 
at Schoolcraft Col lege - Radcliff Center 

O r g a n i z a t i o n s a t t e n d i n g i n c l u d e ; 

' k B loomf ie ld Township Fire 

Dea rbo rn Police 

Livonia Fire and Police 

U.S. D rug Enforcement Agency 

Huron Val ley Ambu lance 

No charge for admission • Open to the public 

Schoolcraft Col lege-Radcl l f f Canter Room RC 115 1751 Radclltf Straet Garden City, Ml 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l 7 3 4 - 4 6 2 - 4 4 2 1 

o r e - m a i l k c o x @ s c h o o l c r a f t . e d u 

http://www.lifesupporttraimng.org
mailto:ascs@hotmail.com
mailto:kcox@schoolcraft.edu
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Local pubs plan St. Paddy's Day events 

Sean O'Caltaghan's opens at 7 a.m. for breakfast on St 
Patrick's Day. Live music from The Strangers and the Sean 
Riley Band from 11 a.m. until midnight 

Get your Irish up: Live music, 
great food calling celebrants 

By Mat t Jachman 
Obierver Staft Writer 

They'll be wearing the 
green — and eating and 
drinking it, too — Satur-
day at pubs and restau-
rants in the Plymouths 
and Canton Tbwnship. 

Saturday is St. Patrick's 
Day, marking the anni-
versary of the death of 
St. Patrick, one of the 
patron saints of Ireland, 
who lived during the fifth 
century. It's a holy day of 
obligation for Catholics 
in Ireland and, in many 
parts of the rest of the 
world, a day for parades, 
music and merrymaking. 

"TVpically it's our busi-
est day of the year," said 
Dave Bicknell, a manag-
er at Bennigan's on Ann 
Arbor Road in Plymouth 
Township. "We throw a 
big party basically every 
year." 

"It's a great time," said 
Lindsay Poteracki, an 
assistant manager and 
server. "We have a big 
crowd that comes in." 

"A very steady day," 
said Dena Brotherton, a 
manager at 4 Friends Bar 
& Grill on Warren Road 
in Canton. But, Brother-
ton also cautioned, "Peo-

ple don't whoop it up like 
they used to." 

Both Bennigan's and 4 
Friends will have Irish-
themed menus specials 
Saturday, plus entertain-
ment and events. 

The "Irish" Motown 
band — Brotherton's 
words — D Tbur will per-
form Saturday night, 
with no cover charge. 
Bennigan's, also with no 
charge, will have a disc 
jockey all day, and Bick-
nell said the DJ will work 

some Irish-inspired rock 
'n' roll and traditional 
folk tunes into his selec-
tions. 

There will be beer 
specials at 4 Friends 
(they'll serve it green on 
request), plus a corned 
beef and cabbage din-
ner special. "I have the 
best corned beef in town 
here," Brotherton said. 

At Bennigan's, Bicknell 
is planning a corned-beef-
and-cabbage-eating con-
test, with a $25 gift cer-

tificate to the winner. 
Bennigan's will also host 
beer pong and beanbag-
toss games, and will have 
a special on draft green 
beer. 

For atmosphere, musi-
cians playing the Irish, 
or uilleann, pipes are 
expected to appear at 
both places at some point 
(the engagement is ten-
tative at Bennigan's). At 
4 Friends, the appear-
ance will be sponsored by 
product vendors that hire 
pipers who make a lot of 
stops every March 17. 

"They'll hit all the bars 
here in the area," Broth-
erton said. 

At Bennigan's. Satur-
day marks the end of a 
month-long fundraiser 
for the Muscular Dystro-
phy Association, and Bick-
nell said the goal is $2,000, 
enough to send two chil-
dren afflicted with mus-
cular dystrophy to camp. 
The restaurant has multi-
ple ways to contribute. 

"All of our money is 
going straight to sending 
kids to camp," Bicknell 
said. "It's just a very cool 
kind of fundraiser." 

mjachmanehometownlife.com 

(313)222-2405 

Other local pubs and 
restaurants celebrating 
St. Patrick's Day with dis-
counts and special menus 
and events include: 

• Sean O'Callaghan's, 
821 Penniman, Plymouth: 
No shamrocks here; with 
custom-made furniture 
and stained glass from 
Galway, co-owner Sam 
Khashan prides himself 
on his places authenticity. 
O'Callaghan will open at 
7 a.m. for breakfast on St. 
Patrick's Day. Live music 
from The Strangers and 
the Sean Riley Band from 
11 a.m. until midnight. 
Cover charge $10. Tradi-
tional Irish menu, plus a 
special corned beef and 
cabbage dinner. Promo-
tions and giveaways. 

• Sheehan's on the 
Green, 39450 Five Mile, 
Northville Tbwnship: Open 
10 a.m. to 2 am. Appear-
ances all day by Irish pip-
ers, and an Irish menu 
that includes corned beef 
dinners, Irish stew and 
corned beef sandwiches. 
Serving Irish beers and 

green beer all day. No cov-
er. Sheehan's can provide 
cab rides home. 

• The Wurst Bar, 705 
W. Cross Street Ypsilan-
ti: Opening at 8:30 am. on 
St. Patrick's Day. Featur-
ing a special menu for the 
holiday and special beers 
all day, including a selec-
tion of Michigan beers. 

• Doyle's Tavern, 860 
Fralick, Plymouth: Open-
ing at 9 a.m. for break-
fast. A British Isles menu 
with bangers and mash 
(a sausage and potatoes 
dish), Irish stew, corned 
beef and cabbage and col-
cannon (mashed potatoes 
with kale or cabbage). 
Bagpipers throughout the 
day-No cover. 

• Bailey's Pub, 1777 N. 
Canton Center Road: Open-
ing at 9 am. for breakfast 
specials. Later, corned beef 
and cabbage and green 
beer, drink specials. 

• Hayden's Grill & Bar, 
39895 Ford Road, Canton: 
Beer, wine and food spe-
cials, plus "Irish" mixed 
drinks for the occasion. 
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At Bank of Ann Arbor, w e know Canton ins ide and out. We u s e that k n o w l e d g e to 
provide the products and serv ices the people of Canton need . Bank of Ann Arbor he lps 

help you? boaa 

Quick lane EXPERT MADE EASY. St. P a m c V s u a Y . 
rt • AUTO CCNTtH J f fttlO' ^ ' 

Join us for FREE Hot Dogs, Pop, Chips & Popcorn 
Thurs, March 15 • 11 am-7pm and Sat, March 17*11 am-5pm 

Buy 4 tires, get a $50 rebate. 
BFCoodrtch 

Plus, receive a FREE 
TireCARE Road Hazard Package". 

Buy 4 tires, get up to a 
$ 7 0 rebate:* ^ Extended 

GWJjfjTzatx I i r c l l T 

'TireCAAC RoM H m r t contract Is be ccnplctcd at trit timt ct purctiait. S«t tnras ana 
condilimis leu ( tan r i c ' m u n Complxntiilify pro^f Jin not •vuUbk in Oliio. M*« Yoili anti 
FkfiiJi * "Rr t l l t J r jnie Ifcm MO IS I/O jnO yirr owulKluter fsr all oilers Quick 
lane.iftklaNtd ulal l I m putchasta oi l , tiniit on« ledanpllon pcf custsmer Tire puichau 
must be radt bttwean 2/1/12 and 3/11/12. Rebate most Be submilled by 4/30/12 S«« 
0u>ck lane Managti lai nhicle appbciliocv praiiam and icbali iklaila Ihrstifh 3/31/12. 

95 
.J h >/] After $10 Rebate 

' • - O • 

Extended 

The Works. 
An Oil Change 
and Much More. 

• 

No Appointment Necessary • Oil Change . 
Tire Rotation • Brake Inspection 

Multi-Point Inspection • Fluid Top-Off , 
Battery Test • Filter Check 

Belts & Hoses Check 
Up to Ave quarts ot MotoroaR* Premium Synthetic Blend oil and , 

Molorcralt* oil filter. Taxes, dlese) vehicles and disposal fees extra. 
Hytrid battery test excluded. See Service Advisor Iw vehicle 

exclusions and details. Offer valid witti coupon. Expires 3-3t-12. 
» » « « 

Extended 

Buy With Confidence. 
Low Price 

Tire Guarantee. 
In the unlikely event you find tires 
for less, we'll beat that price up to 

30 days after your purchase! 

Offer available for all makes and models. Requires presentation 
of competitor's current price ad on exact Ore 

sold by dealership. Offer valid with coupon. Expires 3-31-12. 

We service all makes and models. 

Our technicians are factory-trained and use Motorcraft® parts. 

Quick Lane at Bill Brown Ford 

• Service while you wait and no appointment nect 

• Quick Lane0 offers evening and weekend hours. 

32230 Plymouth Road 

Livonia, Michigan 48150 

734.744.0400 
www.quicklanelivonia.com 
Quick Lane Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-7pm; Sat 8am-5pni 

N X 

a * 
Plymouth Rood 

Nat to fill Bfovm Fort aaoss 
Irom Stint Mcfadi Qxnh 

Use your Quick Lane* Credit 
Card on a qualifying 
purchase of S250.00 or 
more (before tax) to receive 
a S50.00 VISA Pre-Paid Card 
by mail-in rebate. See 
Service Advisor for details! 
Offer expires 3-31-12. 

Reward 
Card 

up to 

After purchase of one 
or more qualified VPS 
Services See dealer 
for details 

kxatjon wftere 
tcwartJ any Offw vjtad 

Ihiouqft AptH 30.2012. 

r p r 
' Aooro Approved 

Auto ffcpjir | 
Life is better in the Quick Lane" quicklane.com 

OwcJt lane and kkytorcrafH* are nyrslerrd trxttrrmky of Ford U'A* Ovtykmr 

http://www.quicklanelivonia.com
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Locals testify in favor of annexation bill 

Northville Township Trustee Marjorie Banner testifies in 
support of legislation introduced by state Rep. Kurt Heise 
(center) to protect large townships from annexation at-
tempts. Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy (at left) 
also traveled to Lansing to testify before the committee. 

State Rep. Kurt Heise 
this week brought west-
e m Wayne County offi-
cials to Lansing to testify 
in favor of his legislation 
to protect large Michigan 

townships from hostile 
annexations by neighbor-
ing cities. 

Canton Tbwnship 
Supervisor Phil LaJoy 
and Northville Tbwnship 

Trustee Marjorie Banner 
spoke before the House 
Local, Governmental and 
Regional Affairs Commit-
tee on House Bill 4007, 
which would prevent 

the type of annexation 
attempt that occurred in 
Northville Tbwnship in 
2008. 

"I'm honored to have 
the support of our local 
officials on this impor-
tant piece of legisla-
tion," said Heise, R-
Plymouth, whose dis-
trict includes Plymouth 
and part of Canton. "The 
bill is essential in order 
to encourage econom-
ic development in large-
scale townships through-
out Michigan. The biU 
allows townships such as 
Canton, Northville and 
Plymouth to move for-
ward with potential eco-
nomic development 
efforts without having 
to worry about a hostile 
takeover by a neighbor-
ing city." 

Townships must cur-
rently meet a set of cri-

WATER 
Continued from page A1 

buy from Detroit during 
the last year. Local con-
sumers used just over 2.8 
billion gallons of water; 
local officials had esti-
mated usage at 2.7 billion, 
Faas said. 

"That's favorable for 
setting the rates this 
year," Faas said. 

Water-sewer rates don't 
follow the typical sup-
ply-and-demand mod-
el, and Canton actually 
would have been penal-
ized if local consumers 
had used less water than 
what township officials 
had projected. 

Typically, the Detroit 
Water and Sewerage 
Department has imposed 
higher rate hikes if 
water usage decreases — 
because DWSD officials 
say they still need to gen-
erate a certain level of 
revenue to pay for main-

teria in order to be 
exempt f rom annexa-
tion at tempts. Under 
Heise's HB 4007, town-
ships with a popula-
tion of more than 20,000 

taining and upgrading an 
aging system. 

Local officials such as • 
township TVustees John 
Anthony and Pat Williams 
have repeatedly lashed out 
at Detroit's rate calcula-
tions. In February, Anthony 
had called it "outrageous" 
that Detroit had indicated 
another 83-percent water 
rate hike for Canton. 

Fortunately for local 
consumers, Faas said oth-
er cost-saving measures 
have allowed Canton to 
propose a rate decrease 
this year. 

Faas said Canton's 
last water-sewer rate 
decrease came in 1984. 
Though the township kept 
rates flat during a three-
year period during the 
middle of the last decade. 
Canton residents on aver-
age haven't had an actual 
decrease in 28 years. 

Officials acknowledge a 
rate decrease isn't likely 
to happen often. 

"Any decrease is going 

would be added to the 
list of cri teria that must 
be met. 

HB 4007 remains under 
consideration in the com-
mittee. 

to be a rarity," McLaugh-
lin said. 

However, local officials 
still are weighing poten-
tial mandatory water-use 
restrictions that could 
potentially help curb 
water rate hikes. 

If adopted, the measures 
would require local con-
sumers who use automat-
ed irrigation systems such 
as timed lawn sprinklers to 
water their lawns between 
midnight and 6 am. — eas-
ing demand during day-
time peak usage hours. 

The new rules also 
would force property 
owners with odd-num-
bered addresses to water 
their lawns on odd-num-
bered days, while con-
sumers with even-num-
bered addresses would 
have to comply with 
even-numbered days. 
Those measures are cur-
rently voluntary. 

dclemBhomrtownlrfe.com 

(313) 222-2238 

A GOOD BANK 
TEACHES YOUR 
MONEY HOW TO 
MAKE MONEY. 
GIVE YOUR SAVINGS AN EXTRA BOOST WITH A 

GUARANTEED RATE THROUGH 6130/12. 

Whether youVr u v i n g for the future or 

planning a vacation, a good bank can help 

you get there. So on top of competitive 

rates, you can eipect A complimentary 

financial review and people when you 

need them, who value your time and are 

re^dy to listen. Plus, you're in control 

wi th online and mobile banking. 2 4 / 7 

phone support and Sunday hours. 

Talk with us today. 

PERFORMANCE MONEY MARKET 

0.90% 0.55% 
GUARANTEED 

THROUGH 6/30/12 
ANNUAL 

PERCENTAGE YIELD 

5lO,OOdn»«*in3nev»nl*.U«*th»tk«Tf feiju-csl U> nvw 
b*Ufxt-5.>4 S10,000'S7.799,W 

Isn't it t ime you switched to good banking? 

CALL: 1 - 8 8 8 - 3 3 3 - 2 3 7 3 1 CLICK: charterone.com | COME IN; Any Charter O n e 

GOOD BANKING IS GOOD CITIZENSHiP C h a r t e r O n e 

Member FDIC. AvaiUble wrth money not cunwBy on deposit i t Charter One $10,000 new money and active cfieddno required lo open: an 
active cfwcVJng account is defined as having 5 qualrtying payment transactions But post to and dear your account within a statement penod 
• quilltyinfl payments Irom your account tnduda ATM withdrawiH and paymants made in our branches, payments made using our Online 
Banking service. Debit Card purchases, checks paid and automatic electronic payments to a third party Transfers lo your checking, savings, 
and money market accounts are excluded Online Banking Uanslers to Business Mans or credit lines do not quality Personal accounts'select 
martiels. MMA The guaranteed Interest rate wiO be in effect through June 30,2012 Alter that the rale may change at any bme Based upon a 
guaranteed rale (or 3 months and 9 mootns at non guaranteed rales in effect as o( 2/13/12 (which may change) the Variable Annua) Percentage 
Yield (APT) as o» in/12. APY is 0.S5% for t<rs of $10,000., $25 000., $50,000., $100,000.. $250,000., $500,000., $1,000,000. (based 
on noo-guararteed Interest rate of 0 38%), APY 0 30S Mr $3,000,000* (based on non-guaranteed Interest rale of 0 30%) APY 0.08% below 
$10,000 (based on non-guaranteed interest rate of 010%) Fees may reduce earnings Monthfy maintenance fee of $20 may be waived with 
minimum daily balance ot $1,000, Charter One Is a brand name ol RBS Citizens NA 

COMING SOON, TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

WRCJ 90.9 FM 
presents the Detroit Symphony. Orchestra 

Neighborhood 
y 

BEETHOVEN'S "EMPEROR 

Tickets 
just $25! 

($10 for chi ldren under 

18 and students). 

Nicholas McGegan, conductor 

Robert Levin, p/ono 

Mozart Overture to Don Giovanni 

Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5, "Emperor" 

Mozart Symphony No. 38, "Prague" 

In Southfield 
Thu., Mar. 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
At Congregation Shaarey Zedek, 
27375 Bell Rd. 

In Dearborn 

Fri., Mar. 23 at 10:45 a.m. 
At Ford Community & Performing Arts 
Center, 15801 Michigan Ave. 

In Beverly Hills 
Sun., Mar. 25 at 3 p.m. 
At Seligman Performing Arts Center, 
Detroit Country Day School, 
22305 W. 13 Mile 

D E T R O I T 
Q 

S Y M P H O N Y O R C H E S T R A 
LlONAtD SLATXIM Mwic Dirt lit' 

A C O M M U N I T Y - S U P P O R T E D O R C H E S T R A 

Annua l Livonia Franklin 

Saturday, March 18th 
10 am- 4 pm 

All Kinds of Crafts! 
ART • PET ITEMS • JEWELRY 
HOME DECOR • CLOTHING 

and much more! ADMISSION 

Livonia Franklin High School *31000 Joy Road •Livonia 

No Strollers Please! o™*™, 

shoplocal 
eatlocal 
l isteniocal 

Buy tickets today at 
www.dso.org/neighborhood 

or call 313.576.5111 

Doors Stuck? 
Not Shutting Properly? 

Drafty Door Seals? 

Need a New Door Installed? 
Got New Carpeting and 

Now Your Doors Won't Shut? 

^ ©odxp© & B O G M P © 

(Sales • Service • Installation 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DOORS 

— Over 1 2 Years of Experience w i t h Home Depot 

Hones t • Dependable • G rea t Pr ices 

25% OFF 
YOUR SERVICE CALL! I 

Up to $100 off 
with this coupon 


