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Newest
‘Leapers’

Four bundles of joy
were born Feb. 29 at St.
Mary Mercy’s Miracle
of Life Birthing Center.
Occurring every four
years, this special day
means there's a one in
1,461 chance of being
born during a leap
year.

Yenny and Raymond
Hanjaya of Canton
welcomed their third
child, Ellaina Gianna,
at 12:48 p.m., making
Ellaina the third Leap
Day baby delivered
at St. Mary Mercy. El-
laina arrived carrying
8 pounds, 4 ounces on
her 19-inch frame.

The other Leap Day
babies were born to
parents from Garden
City, Westland and
Farmington, respec-
tively.

f. ... .
Yenny and Raymond
Hanjaya of Canton with
Ellaina.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross has a series of
blood drives scheduled
in the local area to help
combat a shortage of
blood. '

Drives will take place:

* Thursday, March
22,10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
at the Plymouth District
Library, 223 S. Main in
Plymouth.

= Sunday, March 25,
7:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.
at St. Kenneth Catho-
lic Church, 14951 N.
Haggerty in Plymouth
Township.

- Tuesday, March
27, 1:30-7:15 p.m. at
St. Michael Lutheran
Church, 7000 Sheldon
‘in Canton.

Donors can call Diane
Risko, (313) 549-7052
or e-mail riskod@usa.
redcross.org to set up
an appointment.

Biz roundtable

State Sen. Patrick
Colbeck, R-Canton,
met with business
leaders from across
the 7th Senate District
in Flat Rock this week
to discuss the busi-
ness environment in
Michigan and consider
possible solutions to
the state’s high jobless
rate.

Participants discussed
opportunities for job
growth in Michigan
and talked about the
keys to making Michi-
gan an attractive place
for businesses to locate
and expand, including
how businesses are
affected by tax policy,
health care costs and
regulation.
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National Honor Society President Meagan Shokar empties one of the many recycling bins placed

around the Plymouth-Canton Educational Park as part of the student-run recycling program.

Plastics at the park

By Brad Kadrich
Observer Staff Writer

Until the last few weeks,
there was never any kind
of organized recycling pro-
gram at the three-school
Plymouth-Canton Education-
al Park.

Apparently, though, they
needed one.

In the first three weeks of
a five-week trial recycling
program being conducted by
the Park’s National Honor
Society Green Team, near-
ly 3,300 bottles and cans had
been collected. The program
runs through Friday.

The program is being con-
ducted in partnership with
Coca-Cola, who provid-
ed a number of collection
bins now spread around the
Park’s four buildings. And,
considering the sheer num-
bers of bottles and cans
being collected, the students
have taken to it nicely.

“As we were planning the
program, people were com-
ing up to us saying, ‘We real-
ly want to do this,”” said
Rachael Hille, a Plymouth
High School senior helping
with the project as an inde-
pendent studies student. “We
were like, ‘We'll get to you."”

Large-scale problem
.The idea started form-
ing back in May 2010, when
the National Honor Soci-
ety’s executive board start-
ed tinkering with ideas. The
thought was to do some-
thing to help the environ-
ment. Considering the fact
some 235,000 bottles are sold
through the district’s vend-
ing machines dnd school
lunch lines, coupled with the
fact no recycling program

off

Steve Lin (clockwise from top left), Mariam Asadullah, Meagan
Shokar and Rachael Hille are among the leaders running the pilot
recycling program at the Plymouth-Canton Educational Park.

existed at the time, the idea
seemed particularly timely.

“We decided we want-
ed to serve our environ-
ment in ways we hadn't done
before,” said NHS President
Meagan Shokar, a Plymouth
High School senior from
Canton. “We decided start-
ing small, with just plas-
tic before we moved on to
paper, would be a really good
way to raise awareness of
environmental issues and
really start battling one of
our biggest problems.”

The team contacted the
local representative from
Coca-Cola, who immediate-
ly expressed interest in get-
ting involved. The company
provided the bins and does
the pickup, a partnership
that really makes the pro-
gram tick.

“We were really fortunate
to have some fantastic oppor-
tunities with Coca-Cola to
have the plastics picked up,”
said Hille, a Plymouth resi-

dent. “They provided us with
a lot of bins, and did the col-
lection, and we thought that
would be a really good start.
They were very interested in
figuring out how they could
help us in the really unique
situation we're in, with such a
large campus.”

Big numbers

The numbers are stag-
gering. According to NHS
undersecretary Steve Lin, a
Plymouth High School senior
from Canton and the team’s
numbers-cruncher, the
sale of plastic drink bottles
equates to some 1,700 per
day when school days, spe-
cial events, sporting events
and summer school are fig-
ured in. '

As the entirely student-run
program got off the ground,
it took some effort to let kids
know about it and get them
involved.

Please see RECYCLING, A2

Baby goes
home as
dad waits

for May trial

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Canton baby Hunter Sewejkis, who
spent 11 weeks in a hospital following
charges his father abused him by slam-
ming his head against a floor, has been
released to stay at the home of his mater-
nal grandfather, Sal Alongi.

The latest development comes as Hunt-
er’s father, 25-year-old Anthony Sewej-
kis, faces a possible 15-year prison term
if convicted of first-degree child abuse

* during a jury trial scheduled for May 8 in

Wayne County Circuit Court.’

Hunter, referred to by Alongi as “our
little miracle baby” for defying earli-
er expectations he wouldn't survive, was
released Feb. 21 from the University of
Michigan Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann
Arbor.

Alongi, his wife Theresa Alongi and his
stepdaughter, Stephanie Babbitt, have
cared for Hunter using equipment such as
feeding tubes the hospital sent home with
them. Hunter’s mother, Leanne Garlick,
also has made visits to her child.

Alongi and his wife live in Belleville.
“Right now, Hunter is in our custody,”
Alongi said, adding that Hunter continues
to slowly improve despite occasional set-

backs.

Slow improvement

“He's definitely happier (after leaving
the hospital),” Alongi said. “He's starting
to smile quite often now and make some of
the normal baby sounds that most babies
make.”

Hunter, now 7 months old, was a mere 4
months old when his father was accused
of abusing him at their home on Michi-

~ gan Avenue, while Hunter’s mother was
at work. Authorities have said Hunter suf-
fered severe injuries when his head was
struck against a carpet-covered hardwood
floor.

“Lmessed up bad,” a tearful Sewejkis
said Dec. 9 during his arraignment in 35th
District Court on a charge of first-degree
child abuse charge.

Some of Sewejkis's relatives have said
they don't believe he would have inten-
tionally hurt Hunter.

Meanwhile, Alongi said Hunter now
weighs just over 19 pounds. Garlick, who

Please see BABY, A6
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Anthony Sewejkis is due to go on trial May 8.
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By Darrell Clem
Observer Statf Writer

Canton Relay for Life event chair Sarah Cousineau (left)
with Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy and American
Cancer Society Staff Partner Rachael Cook.

Canton resident-and leukemia survi-
vor Kerry Brooks belongs to a team,
The Bad Blood Club, that already has
raised $2,688 toward its $10,000 goal for
the May 19-20 Relay for Life event in
Heritage Park.

It’s personal for Brooks and four other
team members who had stem cell trans-
plants for leukemia. Brooks had a trans-
plant on May 21, 2010, for a rare form of
the disease.

“The transplant was successful, and

. so far I am leukemia free,” Brooks has
said. “It has been a long, uphill battle
these past two years, and I know my

R
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Teams ready for ‘personal’ Relay

fight is not over yet.”

Yet she plans to walk in the Canton
Relay for Life as a survivor “with many
of my transplant sisters that I met along
this journey.”

Accepting donations

The Bad Blood Club is among the
teams accepting donations through the
website www.relayforlife.org/canton-
mi, and American Cancer Society staff
partner Rachael Cook said the Canton
Relay already has gotten off to a suc-
cessful start.

“We're actually right where we should
be,” Cook said, after Tuesday’s Relay

Please see RELAY, A5
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Meagan Shokar and Steve Lin replace the lids on two of the many bins placed by Coca-
Cola around the four P-CEP buildings. In the first three weeks of the program, nearly

3,300 plastic bottles and cans were recycled.

RECYCLING

done radio, the school web-
site, and the school newspa-

Continued from page A1 per had a front-page story,”
said NHS secretary Mari-
“We've had to use incen- am Asadulla, also a Plym-
tives (such as coupons), outh High School senior
we've had announcements from Canton. “We've had to
three times a week on our do a lot of promotion.”

news television show, we've As the program nears

OPEN
7 DAYS

hl come

Boarding & Grooming

A-QUALITY CARE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Newer State of the Art Facllity
/

FREE  pot,
SpayINeuter
Surgery

OFFICE Vaccine Pkg.
VISIT $79

5 ;;nh smha!s,:!ol N il
| ; mo
SPECIAL $20 to $25 heartworm tablets "}
11655 l.mmn;,lon Rd.  734.421.PETS (7387)
({nst N. of My x

uth K Livonia wwwagualitycarevel.com ra bt

(OBSERVER

NEWSPAPERS

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFCLD
) GANNETT

HOW TO REACH US

Home Delivery/Customer Service.......... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)

NEWSTOOM....orvressneenee (313)222-2223  FaXewuuessmsssessiend (313) 223-3318
Classified AAVertising................... svesesns-B800-579-SELL (B00-579-7355).
Display Advertising (734) 582-8363

visit us online at hometownlife.com
615 West Lafayette, Detroit, MI 48226

Your Tutoring Solution

its end, the team is pre-
paring a report to the
high school administra-
tion they hope will dem-
onstrate the need for the
district to pick up the pro-
gram on an official basis.

For now, they're just
happy it has gone so well.

“It's encouraging to see
everything we've been
working toward working
out,” Hille said. “We're
happy with that.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

» Full Dinners
* Carry-Out Available

Fried or Baked
Fresh Atlantic Cod

CENTER

www.canton.huntingtonlearning.com

Poor Grades Won't Fix Themselves.
But Huntington Learning Center Knows How to Help. |

Huntington Leaming Center helps children in
grades K-12 struggling in school fo improve their
grades since 1977. We can help your child 100.
Through careful testing, we will determine your
child’s unique needs and develop an individually
tailored program, including tutoring in

« READING, WRITING, MATH, PHONICS
« 1.1 EXAM PREP TUTORING

« STUDY AND ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS
prters Inc. Wndeyer nedhand operaled

008 Huntington | esrmeng sy Ow

BARNETT

s ROOFING AND SIDING INC.
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Please stop by our booth (#28) at
the Canton Home Improvement
Expo which runs Saturday, March
3rd from 9:00-5:00 and Sunday,
March 4th from 11:00-5:00 inside

We will announce our upcoming
product line-up featuring Energy
Star rated Paradigm replacement
windows/doorwalls and Certainteed
Roofing shingles, many new colors

e T
‘St. Michael’s Parish presents [
“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT”

NENTENIEISHIERY]

March 9, 16, 23, and 30
4:30-7:00 PM

» Choiee of Hand-Dipped

11441 Hubbard Rd., S. ol]'lvmum Rd. « Livonia

734.261.1455
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$Huntington

online at hometownlife.com

AROUND CANTON

“Around Canton” is de-
signed to announce upcom-
ing events taking place in the
community. tems will run
on a space-available basis
Send details to bkadrich@
hometownlife.com -

BINGO NIGHT

Date/Time: Wednesday,
March 7, 7215 p.m.

Location: Sunflower Club-
house, 45800 Hanford, west
of Canton Center.

Details: Back by popular
demand is the Canton New-
comers’ Bingo Night with
prizes donated by local busi-
nesses, pizza from Gators, a
treat from Carvel, a raffle to

benefit a local charity, and

an opportunity to sign up
for activities for the entire
family.

Contact: To RSVP your at-
tendance to this evening of
fun, to donate a small prize,
or with any questions, call
Noreen at (734) 981 0486 or
e-mail nrybar@yahoo.com.

WOMEN'S CONNEC-
TION

Date/Time: Monday, March
12, 6-8:30 p.m.

Location: Canton Coney Is-
land, 8533 N. Lilley, Canton

Details: Canton Township
Treasurer Melissa McLaugh-

=8

Fresh From Our Meat Department :
Ground Chuck (5 /bs. or more)..essessenss 52.49 1.
Delmonico Steaks USDA Choice....ueu. *9.99 b
Chuck ROASt USDA ChOICE v vveenesseases $2.99 ib.

Parmesan Encrusted Tilapia.....cccocoee

Citrus Pepper Pollock..........i e 099 b,
Lemon Pepper Cod.......comrmasmeses *9.99 i
Shrimp (cooked, peeled & deveined) ...euuss $7.99 b

X-LARGE ROUND OR
SQUARE PIZZA

With Cheese and 2 Toppings
A1 a Dozen Breadsticks wilh
2 Sauces, Al
% 2 Liter Pop,
2 ’J‘ 4 9 Any Flavor

"’*8899

MO BASKET MARKEYFLACY
LIRET ONE - WTTH COUPON €xges e

lin will be guest speaker

at the Canton Women's
Connection meeting.
Participants should bring a
friend or neighbor to hear
all about what's happening
in and around Canton. RSVP
by March 9.

Contact: June Nicholas,
(313) 610-2561 or ¢-mail
junenicholas@comcast.net

COFFEE WITH KURT

Date/Time: Friday, March
16, 7:30-9 a.m.

Location: Panera Bread,
400 S. Main (at Ann Arbor
Trail), in Plymouth.
Details: State Rep. Kurt
Heise is sponsoring coffee
hours to give residents a
convenient opportunity to
meet with him locally. No
appointment is necessary.
Heise is also.available to
meet with constituents by
appointment either in the
district or at his Lansing
office. -
Contact: Residents are
invited to call toll free
1-855-REPKURT or e-mail
kurtheise@house.mi.gov to
schedule an appointment.

VINTNER DINNER
Date/Time: March 24, 7 p.m.
Location: 8515 N. Lilley in
the Golden Gate Shopping
Plaza in Canton

Details: Vintners Canton
Winery celebrates its annual
“A is for Amarone” dinner.
Guests will be treated to
the opening of the winery’s
Gold Medal-winning Ama-
rone. The dinner, catered

by A Family Affair Catering,
Plymouth and Chef BJ Page
will feature Panzanella
(Tuscan Bread Salad),
Smoked Duck Risoto, Meyer
Lemon Sorbet, Roasted Beef
Tenderloin, Asparagus with
Bernaise Sauce and Espresso
Panna Cotta with Cocoa
Whipped Cream. Each en-
tree is paired with an award
winning wine. Cost is $40
and includes dinner, wine,
tax and gratuity.

Contact: (734) 354-9463,
website at www.vintner-
scanton.com

HEISE HOURS
Date/Time: Monday, March
12,34 p.m.

Location: Plymouth District

Pricing through 3/17/12

FAMILY MEAL DEAL
2 X-LARGE PIZZAS
(round or square)
1 with 4 toppings & 1 with 1 topping

J <" »  With Large Tossed Salad,
i ' 9¢

T8 Y Breadsticks & 2 Sauces
‘-..
MOWE BASKET MARKEYPLACE « 704-884-7

LNT ONE - SITH COUPON Cxplres 3 17 w

517, 99...

Library, 223. S. Main, Plym-
outh

Details: State Rep. Kurt
Heise invites residents to
meet with him locally dur-
ing district office hours.
Heise is also available to
meet with constituents by
appointment either in the
district or at his Lansing
office. :

Contact: Residents are
invited to call toll free
1-855-REP-KURT or e-mail
kurtheise@house.mi.gov to
schedule an appointment.

EUCHRE CHALLENGE

Date/Time: Saturday,
March 10, 6 p.m.

Location: Elks club, 41700
Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth
Details: The Metro Detroit
Euchre Tournament is
designed as a fun night out
for people who like to play
the game. Proceeds will
support the Canton Chiefs
Wrestling Team, a State of
Michigan Top 10 Team. Cash |
awards will be given to the
top four players. There will
be free door prize draw-
ings, a raffle for more great
prizes and a silent auction.
Contact: Pre-register by
e-mailing MetroDetroit-
Euchre@yahoo.com or call
Linda Obrec at (734) 945-
6685.

MOM2MOM SALE
Date/Time: Saturday, April
21,8:30am.to 1. p.m.
Location: Summit on the
Park, 46000 Summit Park-
way, Canton

Details: Children’s clothes,
toys, books, videos, mater-
nity clothes, and more will
be sold at 30+ tables when
the Canton Newcomers
and Neighbors Club hosts
its public Mom2Mom sale.
A “large item” area, the
group’s motto of “where
neighbors become friends”,
sales that benefit Vista
Maria, committed to end-
ing the debilitating cycle
of poverty in Southeastern
Michigan creates an extra
special sale atmosphere.
Admission is $1.

Contact: For more infor-
mation Jessica at (734)
331-3201 or e-mail themiro-
lands@yahoo.com.
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N HAVING A PARTY ? visit our Website for all your catering needs! * www.picnicbasketmarket.com
Fresh From Our Deli

Boar’s Head Corned Beef.........cveer:"6.99 b,
" | Boar's Head Classic Chicken. .....e....*5.99 b.

Boar’s Head Tavern Ham........counvuns *3.99 B,
| Lipari Hard Salami.........ccousssssesssss *2:99 b,
| Lipari Corned Beef.......ccseunssnesss 399 b,
Lipari Provolone Cheese............eees *3:99 b,
‘| Lipari White Muenster Cheese........."2.99 .
Homemade Italian Pasta Salad........."4.49 .
‘| Homemade Tuna Pasta Salad..........."4.99 i.
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HEATING & COOLING

Let us take the worry out
of buying a new Furnace
& Alr condltloner'

Carrier Cool Cash
Rebates and Tax Credits
are available.
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| Service Repair !
| Must present coupon at time of service.
l Cannot be combined with any other offer. {
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EXPERT

7320 Haggerty Rd.
Canton, MI

[ HEATING & COOX NG | 734-459-3971
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7320 Haggerty N. Rd. « Canton, Mi

@ 734-459-3971

Register on our Website for Coupon Savings
turn to the experts www.expertheatcool.com
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Call for a “FREE ESTIMATE”
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Ficano apologizes,
promises to do better

By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer

In his 10th State of
Wayne County speech
Wednesday, County
Executive Robert Fica-
no didn’t address recent
calls for his resigna-
tion but did apologize for
the scandals that have *
plagued his administra-
tion and promised to do
better moving forward.

That was exactly the
right response, said
Wayne County Commis-
sioner Joan Gebhardt (D-
Livonia), who was among
the elected and appoint-
ed officials attending the
speech Wednesday night.

While Ficano is mak-
ing changes in his admin-
istration to address
the scandals of recent
months, Gebhardt said
that the commission is
also working to tighten
controls through an eth-
ics ordinance. That ordi-
nance will be the subject
of a public hearing when
the commission meets at
10 a.m. Thursday, March
22 in Livonia City Hall.

“He needed to address
the problems of Wayne
County over the last four
months,” said Gebhardt.
“He used his time wisely
and talked about the cur-
rent problems and how to
solve it.”

Wayne County Commis-
sioner Kevin McNama-
ra, a Democrat from Can-
ton, agreed. “I felt good
that we finally have a
balanced budget and we
finally have a small sur-
plus. It’s been a long time
coming. I was happy that
he apologized and that's a
start,” he said.

Ficano didn't name
names or get specific
in his comments which
blamed the scandals -
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County Executive Bob Ficano gave his annual State of the County address Wednesday.

from the $200,000 sever-
ance for former staffer
Turkia Mullen to recent
criminal charges against
the county’s top informa-
tion technology officer
Tahir Kazmi - on former
administration officials.

“Some people in whom I
placed great trust did not
serve me well this past
year. More important-
ly, they didn’t serve the
people of Wayne County
well,” said Ficano. “And
I agree with those who
have said, ‘He should
have done better." "

In front of a friendly
invited crowd that includ-
ed Detroit Mayor Dave
Bing, Ficano received
cheers, hearty applause
and a standing ovation at
the start and finish of his
speech.

Doors Stuck?

Not Shutting Properly?
Drafty Door Seals?
Need a New Door Installed?

Got New Carpeting and
Now Your Doors Won’t Shut?
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£25% OF
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-734-732-2048

It was important to
move forward from past
issues, said Wayne May-
or Al Haidous, who was
at the speech. Ficano had
cited efforts to get Ford
Motors investment at the
Michigan Assembly plant
in Wayne.

“I agree that Wayne
County job and econom-
ic growth is most impor-
tant,” he said. “I hope we

all work together for that-

and turn things around.
I see a lot of positives
today.”

Seated with Haidous,
Westland Mayor William
Wild agreed that he was
glad to hear an apology
from Ficano. “I was glad
to hear that he will fully
cooperate with the inves-
tigation,” said Wild. “I'm
happy that he is ready to

Up to $100 off
with this coupon |

OICIVCC" Al

STATE:
LICENSED

Full Assistance with
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene
in a Small Home-like Setting

for Active/Alert, Memory Impaired,
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer’s residents

Cr 3ta[ Cree{

* Highly Competitive Inclusive Rates

* 24 Hour Professional Staffing
* Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free

* 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day

* On-Call Nurse Practitioner

* Medication Management

* Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

* Beauty & Barber Shop

» Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

Assisted Living

8121 Lilley Road
Canton, Michigan 48187
(Located between Joy & Warren Roads)

. T TR
: 1 453-3203 o

www. CrystalCreekAss:stedLiv;ng com
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focus on business.”

As in past speech-
es, Ficano highlighted
accomplishments and
the continued need for |
economic development
but also a rededication
to:

«Making sure basic ser-
vices like roads are taken
care of.

sMaking sure health
systems are meeting the
needs of the community.

«Making sure streets
are clean and safe.

«Making sure the work-
force is educated.

Irogers@hometownlife om
(313) 222-5428
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Ross center steps
up with food drive

By Darrell Clem
Observer Staff Writer

Facing a decline in
food donations and an
increased demand for
help, The Salvation
Army Plymouth Corps
spent $25,000 during
the last quarter of 2011
to feed needy people
in the Plymouth-Can-
ton area.

That’s money Laurie
Aren, the organization’s
director of family and
community ministries,
said could have been
used to help struggling
people pay their utility
bills and avoid eviction
for past-due rent.

With a shortage of
food donations, Can-
ton-based Ross Med-
ical Education Cen-
ter has stepped up to
assist the local Salva-
tion Army by announc-
ing a nonperishable
food drive through
March 30 at its cam-
pus at44958 Ford
Road, tucked away
in an office center
between Sheldon and
Canton Center.

“We'd love to have
people come by the
campus and drop off
food. We've got lots
and lots of boxes to fill
up,” campus Director
Erin Hooks said.

The Canton cam-
pus is among 20 in
Michigan, Indiana and
Ohio that launched a
“Together We Can”
campaign to collect
10,000 canned or oth-
er nonperishable food
items to help charita-
ble organizations.

Ross cited a feder-

al report from the Eco-
nomic Research Ser-
vice stating that 17.2
million households —
or 48.8 million people —
have constant worries
about access to food.

That comes as organi-
zations such as The Sal-
vation Army Plymouth
Corps report a decline
in donations. Its food
pantry now gets 85 per-
cent of its food from
donations — down from
95 percent, Aren said.

“Donations are still
coming in,” she said,
“but they are small-
er. When people call
and do food drives for
us, it is a tremendous
encouragement.”

Ross expects some of
its donations to come
from its 82 Canton-
based students who
are enrolled in three
programs — medical
assisting, dental assist-
ing and medical insur-
ance billing/office
administration.

However, Hooks said
Ross has reached out
to the community to
broaden the scope of
its campaign. Nonper-
ishable food may be
dropped off 8 am. to 8
p.m. Monday through
Thursday or 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Friday. For
more information, call
(734) 459-1723.

Aren commended
organizations such as
Ross for helping out.

“It's so important for
local communities to do
food drives,” she said.
“This food stays local
in the Plymouth-Canton
community. It's neigh-
bors helping neighbors.”

Personal *

Business

One.
One.

High Five!

115

Savings or Money Market Account

All the savings without the strings. No checking account required
Offered on deposits up to $10 million

Apply at flagstar.com/nostrings

Call, click, scan,
or visit us.

(800) 642-0039
flagstarcom

Scan to apply

Flagstar-

— Bank
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Many cats and dogs will
be eating healthy meals
in coming days, thanks to
the efforts of Kindergart-
ners at All Saints Catholic
School in Canton.

All Saints recently cel-
ebrated its 100th day in
session. In honor of the
event, all three Kinder-
garten classrooms donat-
ed cans of pet food as a
service project,

Stephanie Laroo, a room
parent whose son Bray-
lon is a kindergartner
in teacher Carol Stowe's
class, approached Stowe
with the idea.

“The kids have an
opportunity to help
those who are helpless,”
Stowe said. “I discussed
what the Humane Soci-
ety is and how they pro-
tect animals. In our
class, we talk a lot about
all God’s creatures big
and small, and respect
for all. This project just
reinforces this concept.
It allows the compas-
sion for them to be put
into-action.”

Laroo said often, when
times get hard, people
forget about animals in
need.

“I know that the shel-
ters have seen a decline
in their donations over
the past couple of years,
so I thought this would
be a great opportuni-
ty to help out,” Laroo
said. “I was thrilled that
Mrs. MacLellan and Ms. *
Zukowski (the two other
kindergarten teachers at
All Saints) were interest-
ed in joining us in the col-
lection.”

Braylon Laroo was
excited about partici-
pating in the collection -
because it felt like the
animals were a part of

the celebration, too. “I
feel I am helping out the
poor animals,” he said.
Another Kindergartner,
Madeline Raetz, also said
it was fun going through
the 100th-day tunnel in
the hallway and watch-
ing the cans stack up as
everyone added to the
collection.

The Laroo Family deliv-
ered the pet food to the
Michigan Humane Soci-
ety in Westland. The staff
was grateful for the con-
tribution, and thought
the project “was a great
idea.”

Charter
excellence

The leadership at Can-
ton Charter Academy is
among schools named
“Schools of Excellence”
by their charter autho-
rizers. Canton is receiv-
ing the honor from the
Central Michigan Uni-
versity Board of Trust-
ees. The “School of Excel-
lence” designation puts
these academies in an
elite class, declaring
their charters are now
approved for a 10-year
term, rather than a typi-
cal 7-year term.

To be designated as a
“School of Excellence,”
kindergarten through 8th
grade schools must dem-
onstrate either a three-
year average proficien-
cy of 90 percent on the
state assessment in read-
ing and math or a three-
year average proficiency
of 70 percent on the state
assessment in reading
and math while serving
at least SO percent free/
reduced-price lunch eligi-
ble students.

From 2008-2010, Can-

SCHOOL BRIEFS

Check a.nd mate

Five teams of South Canton Scholars Charter Academy stu-
dents recently participated in the Michigan State Chess tour-
nament. The students not only played chess but practiced
patience, how to cope with anxiety and pressure, excite-
ment, losing with dignity and winning with sportsmanship.
Among the players were (from left) first-grader Varun Nalla,
fifth-grader Alek Mabry and kindergartner Lazar Mabry.

ton achieved an aver-
age of 96 percent and
97 percent proficien-
cy in reading and math,
respectively, with

11 percent of its stu-
dents eligible for free/
reduced lunches.

Alma College

Alma College has
named over 450 students
to the Dean's List for out-

standing academic per-
formance during the 2011
Fall Term.

Katherine Greenough -
and Erin Rodes of Plym-
outh and Chelsie Myers of
Canton were among stu-
dents named to the list.

Wagner College
Tyler M. Seling of Plym-

outh made the Dean's List

for the Fall 2011 semes-

Universal Learning Aca&emy

Phone: (734) 402-5900 * Fax (734) 402-5901
Website: www.ulapsa.org * E-mail: enrollula@ulapsa.org

Public Lottery
- at the Academy:

Pre-K-8: May 16, 2012 3:30 PM

March 1 - 30, 2012
'9:00 AM - 3:30 PM

, Friday, March 2, 2012
) 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

* Saturday, March 3, 2012
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

We continue to accept applications
throughout the year based on openings

{ Open Enroliment Dates:
:

Program & Instruction
* Grades Pre-k - 8 and eventually Pre-k - 12

* Tuition Free Academy
* Full-day kindergarten

* State Accredited Academy and International Baccalaureate Standards

* Rigorous curriculum aligned with national and international standards

* State certified and qualified educators

* Technology integration and Smart Boards in all classrooms

* ESL Special Education, and Arabic as a second language
* Focus on character and multicultural education

To Apply
visit the school at

28015 Joy Road
Westland, Ml 48185

ALL STUDENTS OF
SURROUNDING CITIES

ARE ELIGIBLE
TO ENROLL

AP

ter at Wagner College in
New York.

Kindergarten
signup

All-Day kindergar-
ten on-line registra-
tion Begins March 19-
23. The Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools
will provide all-day kin-
dergarten for the 2012-
2013 school year. Chil-
dren who are S-years-old
before Dec. 1, can attend
kindergarten starting in
September. P-CCS will
enroll kindergartners *
online beginning March

19 by clicking on the kin-

dergarten enrollment
link at www.pccs.k12.
mi.us

Residents also can
énroll from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. at one of the follow-
ing locations:

* Monday, March 19 at
Workman Elementary,
250 Denton Road, Canton

* Tuesday, March 20 at
Allen Elementary, 11100
Haggerty Road, Plym-
outh .

* Wednesday, March 21
at Tonda Elementary, 46501
Warren Road, Canton

All Saints Catholic School kindergartners celebrated their
100th day of school by collecting pet food to benefit the
Michigan Humane Society in Westland. From left, Jack
Smith, Joshua Rothert, Madeline Raetz and Braylon Laroo
were among the children excited to help support the shel-
ter with their donations.

Local students
earn math honors

Students from the
Plymouth and Canton
areas were among the
top 100 students honored
in the Michigan Mathe-
matics Prize Competition
sponsored by the Michi-
gan Section of the Math-

‘ematics Association of

America.

The competition hands
out some $20,000in
scholarships every year,
ranging from $250 to
$2,500. To earn them, stu-
dents take a two-part
examination from topics
in high school mathemat-
ics. Part One consists of
40 multiple-choice ques-
tions. Some 10,000 stu-
dents took Part One, and
the highest 1,000 are
invited to take Part II,
where students work on
five challenging prob-
lems and write their
solutions providing full
justification and proofs
of their claims.

Those are hand-grad-
ed by college professors
and professional math-
ematics, and the top 100

are honored with awards.

Local students earning -
scholarships were Bry-
ant Chen of Canton High
School ($250), Industri-
al Center for Academ-
ic Excellence student
Ankan Bhattacharya of
the Industrial Center for
Academic Excellence
($2,000) and Helen Zhou
of International Acade-
my East (honorable men-
tion).

Kevin Ni, Madhuri-
ma Das and Kevin Shi of .
Plymouth High School
each received an honor-
able mention. Peter Su,
Nitin Ram and Scott Su
were each awarded a
$250 scholarship, while
Natasha Consul and
Vishal Amin also earned
honorable mentions.

Universities and col-
leges that have helped
fund the scholarships,
book awards, and exam-
ination administration
are Hope College and
Colleges and Universi-
ties throughout the state
of Michigan.

Join Us in Celebration!

25eus

Life Support Training Institute
Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time.
For more information or to register,
please visit us on the web at
www.lifesupporttraining.org
or call us at
866-FOR-LSTI (367-5784)

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE
Now Acceptin_g Registrations!

Course

EMS I/C

EMT Day Class
EMT

Paramedic Day Class 4/10/12

Upcoming 2012 Course Offerings
Start Date Days

...ONE STUDENT AT A TIME

Location

3/13/12 T-Th Southfield

3/13/12 T-Th Southfield

4/10/12 T-Th Southfield
T-Th Taylor

Late Registrants Accepted

* Uniform and dress code policy .

(diaw 18 | Slgiaw £ - sell)l as Gilad] (s) duilos dunjus =
| oede 4y el Lidy dealally dupul SO olgl) oo pujad =

For more information contact:
Hamadeh Educational

Services, Inc.

Pre-k - 12th Educational Services Provider
P.O. Box 1440, Dearborn, Ml 48121
Tel: 313.565.0507 * Fax: 313.565.0705
E-mail: info@hesedu.com .
Website: www.hesedu.com

Also Serving:
Star International Academy
Pre-k to 12th
24425 Hass Street « Dearborn Heights, M1 48127
www.starpsa.org

Universal Academy
K-12th
4612 Lonyo Street * Detroit, MI 48210
www.universalpsa.org

Noor International Academy
K to 5th
- 37412 Dequindre « Sterling Heights, MI 48310
" www.niapsa.org

hoolcralt edu/ke |'/.'0‘.'l-n‘¢.

Continuing Education and Professional Development | wwy

r—f‘ JOIN US ON FACEBOOK @ www.facehook.com/schoolcraficepd
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RELAY

Continued from page Al

for Life kickoff celebra-
tion, attended by 106 peo-
ple at Dodson Elementa-
ry School.

Already, 56 teams have
signed up to raise mon-
ey for the 24-hour Relay,
which starts at 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 19, in Her-
itage Park, and Cook
said organizers hope to
form 77 teams and raise
$275,000.

Eleven teams signed up
during Tuesday's kick-
off rally, and Cook said
“five of those teams were
brand new" to the Canton
Relay, in its 14th year.

Canton raised near-
ly $273,000 last year,
and the community has
consistently had one of
southeast Michigan's
most successful Relay
events. Accordingly, Can-
ton Township Supervisor
Phil LaJoy went to Tues-
day’s rally to accept an
All-American Award on
the community’s behalf
from the American Can-
cer Society.

High bar

“Canton sets the bar
high,” Cook said. “Can-
ton sets an example of
what other Relays want
to strive to be like.”

Shealso has announced
the first team captain
open house set for 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 14,
in Summit on the Park’s

f N
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FREE ESTIMATES
734y 525-1930

Our 36th Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT + LIVONIA
\ Www.unitedtempératureservices.com J

FI:S*H'E*R
FUNERAL HOME

(GCREMATION SERVICES,

Family Owned and
~ Opena Since 1955

~=WICHAEL J. FISHER
Owner

. Compassionate  °(s

! Affordable
Caring

TRADITIONAL SERVICE

WITH BURIAL

includes metal casket, outer burial
container, viewing & service

$2895
BASIC CREMATION

includes cremation process
and county permit

$695*
*$200 additional for Memorial Services
TRADITIONAL SERVICE

WITH CREMATION
includes casket facade, g

viewing & service

$2195

Traditional funerals & allernatives
24501 Five Mile Road » Redford

(Between Beech Daly and Telegraph)

313.535.3030

www.fisherfuneral.net

VOICES & VIEWS:
COMMENT ONLINE
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CANTON RELAY
FOR LIFE
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10 a.m. May 19th to
.10 am. May 20th
TT

Chestnut Room.

“Anybody who wants to
get involved is welcome,”
Cook said.

Tuesday’s kickoff ral-
ly included talks from
cancer survivors, a rec-
ognition of caregivers, a
remembrance ceremony
for those who lost their
battles to the disease and
information about mak-
ing the May 19-20 event a
success.

Cook appears optimis-
tic Canton can reach its
goals, based on the prog-
ress to date. For more
information, visit www.
relayforlife.org/canton-
mi, send an e-mail to
rachael.cook@cancer.org
or call (248) 663-3430.

dclem@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-2238
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A Ex-W-W teacher faces charges of
sexually inappropnate behavior

By Sue Mason
Observer Staff Writer

A former Wayne-West-
land school teacher was
expected to be arraigned
Saturday, March 3, on
child sexually abusive
charges and use of a com-
puter to commit a crime
stemming from a com-
plaint of inappropriate
behavior with a 16-year-
old boy. .

Wayne County Prosecu-
tor Kym L. Worthy on Fri-
day charged Brandon Lee
Tomblin, 26, of Canton
with one count of child
sexually abusive activity
and two counts of using
a computer to commit a
crime, 20-year felonies,
and two counts of distrib-

uting sexually explicit
material to children, pun-
ishable by two years or
more but less than four
years.

According to Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney
Maria Miller, on Wednes-
day, Feb. 29, a mother
reported alleged inappro-
priate behavior by Tomb-
lin toward her 16-year-old
son. Canton Police inves-
tigated and submitted the
case to the prosecutor
Friday.

Tomblin was to be
arraigned on the charges
in 34th District Court in
Romulus.

According to Wayne-
Westland School Super-
intendent Greg Baracy,
he had partial teaching

assignments at Wayne
Memorial High School,
where he was the vocal
music instructor, Frank-
lin Middle School and

St. Michael’s Lutheran
School, all in Wayne, and
Hicks Elementary School
in Inkster.

In a letter sent home to
parents Friday, Wayne-
Westland School Super-
intendent Greg Baracy
said the district is work-
ing in full cooperation
with police in the investi-
gation.

“He has submitted his
resignation to the dis-
trict and will therefore
not be working in any
district building from
this point forward,”
Baracy said. “I am ask-

ing parents, students
and staff to avoid spec-
ulation and rumors until
the investigation has
been conducted.”

Baracy also urged par-
ents to talk to their chil-
dren about the impor-
tance of reporting any
inappropriate behavior to
a responsible adult.

“We are taking all nec-
essary steps to make cer-
tain that all of our stu-
dents are safe,” Bara-
cy said. “Our administra-
tive staffs along with our
local police departments
are committed to follow-
ing through on any allega-
tions of wrongdoing.”

smason@hometownlife.com
(313).222-6751

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com
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Unite

to Nourish

Together

we Can

fight hunger
& thirst

-

Offers Up To 40
highway MPG'

GETIntO $2’000 CUSTOMER |

$1 49 For 24 n::l,\;hs o |
curren p n ¥ |
lessees’ ~
CASH . 0 R PER MONTH $1, 702s(:a§h Due "
o A LEASE at Signing
1.8% APR Financing for 60 Security Derosit Waived. Taxes, title
months for everyone! and license fees extra.

e 2.0L Ti-VCT direct-injection I-4 engine * AM/FM Single Disk CD Player with MP3 Capability
e AdvanceTrac® Electronic Stability Control System = MyKey™

{1) MPG estimate based on 2012 Focus SE SEDAN with SFE Package - EPA-egtimated 29 city/40 hwy mpg. (2) Not all customers wil
qualifyfor 1.9% APR Ford Credit Financing, $19.19 per month per $1,000 financed for 60 months at APR of 1.9% on tha 2012 Ford Fogus.
Take delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/12. Residency restrictions apply. (3) Not all lessees will qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet low mile-
age lease. Residency restrictions apply. Some payments higher, some lower. Special lease rates are for elighle A/Z Plan lessees. Payment
includes $250 Renewal Bonus Cash. You must currently lsase a Ford product through Ford Credit and re-lease through Ford Credit. See
dealer for qualifications and complete detalls. Take retal delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/12. (4) MSRP, A Plan price is for quaiified, eligile
A Plan customers and excludes document fee, destination/delivery charge, taxes, titie and registration. Optional equipment not included.
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