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Bracewell 

Lung benefit 
Darlene Bracewell of 

Canton wants noth-
ing more than to take 
a deep breath. She's 
wait ing for a lifesaving 
lung transplant, but 
the costs are over-

whelming. 
Volun-
teers are 
planning a 
spaghetti 
dinner 
Saturday, 
March 
10 to 
help w i th 

medical costs. 
In 1998, Bracewell 

came down with a bad 
cold that eventually 
worsened to pneumonia. 
She was referred to a 
pulmonologist who di-
agnosed her with chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPO) and 
alpha-1 antitrypsin defi-
ciency, which has severely 
damaged her lungs. She 
has undergone evalua-
tions and was recently 
added to the transplant 
waiting list 

A lung transplant costs 
approximately $450,000. 
Even with health cover-
age Bracewell, 63, faces 
considerable medical 
expenses related to 
her transplant To help, 
volunteers are planning 
a spaghetti dinner 4-8 
p.m. Saturday, March 
10 at Kirk of Our Savior 
Church, 36660 Cherry Hill 
Road in Westland. Ad-
mission is $10 per person 
and includes spaghetti, 
pop or water and coffee. 
Dessert is available for an 
additional purchase. The 
event will include several 
raffles and an auction. 

For more information, 
please contact Bill Ratliff 
at (248) 762-5965. 

Felony shift 
Wayne County Pros-

ecutor Kym Worthy has 
proposed legislation 
that would amend the 
Michigan Penal Code 
Section 316 regarding 
First Degree Felony 
Murder. The legisla-
t ion would amend the 
statute to include the 
predicate felony of In-
tentionally Discharging 
a Firearm at a Dwell-
ing or an Occupied 
Structure. 
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Romney carries 
Canton, state 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

Canton voters favored Republican 
candidate Mitt Romney in TYiesday's 
presidential primary, though some 
described their support as lukewarm 
and still others indicated they might 
switch to Democratic incumbent 
Barack Obama come November. 

"I dislike Mitt Romney less than I 
dislike Rick Santorum," 53-year-old 
Mary Yoder said, shortly before she 
cast her ballot for Romney at one of 
Summit on the Park's four polling 
places. 

Regardless, Yoder pledged to sup-
port the eventual GOP nominee in 
November, and she criticized Demo-
crats who crossed party lines Tbesday 
merely to try to upset Romney. 

"It might come back to bite you on 
the butt," she said. 

Over at Precinct 20 at Fire Station 
No. 1 off Canton Center R.oad, 31-year-
old voter Brian Mahon was casting his 
ballot for Romney. 

"I think he's the less conservative of 
the whole bunch," Mahon said of the 
GOP contenders. "He's middle of the 
road between Democrat and Repub-
lican." 

As for the November election, 
Mahon said, "I think I would go with 
Obama, but I'm not sure yet." 

With all 48 precincts reporting, 
11,115 of Canton's 60,881 voters cast 
ballots in T\iesday's primary, marking 
an 18.26 percent turnout compared 
to 26 percent during the 2008 prima-
ry. Romney accumulated 4,339 votes 
to Santorum's 3,127, with Ron Paul 
placing third with 1,066. Newt Gin-
grich finished a distant fourth with 
663 votes. 

Romney also carried Canton's 
Republican race in 2008, garnering 
nearly twice the votes as his closet 
competitor, John McCain. 

Obama garnered 1,467 votes Hies-
day in Canton, with 168 voters casting 
"uncommitted" ballots on the Demo-
cratic side. 

Only 83 people had cast ballots at 
Precinct 20 by 5:30 p.m., though Gin-
ger Bitter, precinct vice chair, said 
"we've had much slower days" in oth-
er elections. She worked alongside 
Becky Blackburn and Michael Sulli-
van. 

Maria Martin, 23, said as she left 
Fire Station No. 1 that she cast her 
vote enthusiastically for Romney, who 
grew up in Michigan. 

"He stands up for key issues that are 
important to me and my family," Mar-

Please see PRIMARY, AS 
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Ed Bobak votes at Canton Precinct 26, at the Summit. 

Pres ident ia l Pr imary Results 

Republican primary 
Michele Bachmann 9 
Herman Cain 8 
Newt Gingrich ; 663 
Jon Huntsman 14 
Gary Johnson 7 
Fred Karger 6 
Ron Paul r " .....1,066 
Rick Perry 12 
Buddy Roemer 13 
Mitt Romney i.'. 4,339 
Rick Santorum 3,127 
Democratic primary 
Barack Obama 1.467 
W-W Sinking Fund 

I Yes 385 
1 No 251 

LaJoy says 
Canton will 
be stronger 

By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

After facing economic challeng-
es "the likes of which Canton has nev-
er had to deal with," Supervisor Phil 
LaJoy predicted Wednesday after-
noon the community will emerge "bet-
ter, stronger" amid a concerted effort 
to prosper. 

"Some people say our great future 
is behind us. I don't agree," LaJoy told 
a crowd gathered for his State of the 
Tbwnship address at The Village The-
ater at Cherry Hill. "I believe the great 
future that was behind us is almost as 
great as the one ahead. Because that is 
the one we will create together — as a 
community." 

Although Canton property values 
have declined every year since 2007, 
LaJoy said the trend has slowed even 
as local leaders battled revenue losses 
and thwarted a potential $12 million to 
$15 million deficit by imposing a 1.75-
mill public safety tax increase, secur-
ing employee concessions and trim-
ming other spending. 

Rather than a deficit, preliminary 
figures indicate Canton is expected to 
have a $6.3 million balance this year, 
including $3.5 in the general fund, $1.2 
million in the police fund and $1.6 mil-
lion in the fire fund. 

Welcome message 
Sandy Kollinger, volunteer and spe-

cial events coordinator for The Salva-
tion Army's Plymouth Corps, welcomed 
that message. 

"It's great to see the township staff is 
being proactive and changing with the 
times to stay ahead of the curve," she 
said after LaJoy's address, hosted by 
the Canton Chamber of Commerce. 

Cost-cutting and revenue-raising 
measures, bolstered by an uptick in 

Please see LAJOY, A2 
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During his State of the Township address 
Wednesday, Canton Township Supervisor 
Phil LaJoy said some people "say our great 
future is behind us. I don't agree.' 
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District explores 
Gallimore option 

Eight-year-old Joelle Zourob, with mom Habeba, made it 
perfectly clear how she feels about closing her school. Said 
Joelle: "I want my school to stay open. I love my school." 

By Brad Kadrlch 
Observer Staff Writer 

A couple of weeks ago, 
public forums to talk 
about the Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools' 
facilities study were 
heavily populated by par-
ents and teachers from 

Hulsing Elementary 
School, which appeared 
(at least in their opinions) 
to be in the cross hairs 
for potential closing. 

This week, it was Gal-
limore Elementary 
School's turn. 

Dozens of parents and 
teachers from the Gal-

limore family turned 
out at Monday's public 
forum, the second con-
ducted since the dis-
trict received scenari-
os from Plante Moran 
CRESA designed to help 
the Board of Education 

Please see DISTRICT, A3 
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Educating voters pays off: W-W sinking fund renewed 
By Sue Mason 

Objerver Staff Writer 

Education is the key to 
success for Wayne-West-
land Community Schools. 

Of seven millage 
requests that appeared 
on Tuesday's Presidential 
primary ballot in Wayne 
County, the Grosse 
Pointe Library tax and 
Wayne-Westland's 10-
year sinking fund renew-
al were the only ones to 
be approved by voters. 

"We are grateful that 
the residents of Wayne -
Westland continue to see 
the value in education 
and support our children-
and schools," said Wayne-
Westland School Super-
intendent Greg Baracy. 
"This support will allow 
the district to maintain 
quality school environ-
ments for our students to 
learn and our teachers to 
teach.". 
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Precinct 20 poll workers Becky Blackburn, Ginger Bitter 
and Michael Sullivan assist voter Maria Martin. 

In unofficial results, 
the .9922-mill tax renewal 
was approved by a 2,211 
vote margin - 5,188 yes 
votes to 2,977 no votes. In 
Westland, the largest por-
tion of the district, almost 
two-thirds of the votes 
caste favored the renew-
al. Yes tally was 3,427 
votes compared to 1,889 

no votes. 

'Huge number' 
"I'm really excit-

ed about this, 5,000 yes 
votes, that's a huge num-
ber," said Baracy. "I'm 
very pleased with that." 

In the month leading 
up to the election, school 
officials made numerous 

presentations to educate 
residents throughout the 
district, which includes 
the city of Wayne and 
portions of Canton Tbwn-
ship, Inkster and Romu-
lus, about the millage 
request. 

Baracy conducted 60 
informational meet-
ings with parent and 
labor groups, ministers 
and senior citizens. In 
an e-mail Wednesday 
morning, he extended a 
heartfelt thank you for 
their support in helping 
with the sinking fund 
efforts. 

"It was an overwhelm-
ing success and illus-
trates that the communi-
ty values our education-
al system and the chil-
dren we serve," Baracy 
said. "When a school and 
community come togeth-
er, wonderful things can 
happen. Thank you for 
everything you do for our 

children and remember 
. . . Great Futures Start 
Right Here." 

The request was a 
renewal of a sinking fund 
millage approved by vot-
ers in 2003. That request 
is in its last year, with 
the last levy to appear on 
the July tax bill. In the 
first 10 years, the mon-
ey was used to make cap-
ital improvements - new 
elementary media cen-
ters, additional gymnasi-
ums at the high schools 
and parking lot improve-
ments among other 
things. 

"This a true testament 
that residents like what 
they've seen done over 
that past 10 years with 
sinking fund and bond 
issue," he said. 

Going forward 
The renewal will gen-

erate $1.9 million the 
first year and an esti-

mated $19 million over 
10 years. It will be used 
to make repairs and ren-
ovations to keep the dis-
tricts's buildings in good 
condition. 

"We're facing major 
roof repairs for most of 
our buildings, several 
elementary kitchen ren-
ovations, numerous boil-
ers and chillers, some 
major plumbing and 
bathroom renovations, 
parking lot resurfac-
ing and other significant 
repairs going forward," 
said Baracy. "All of them 
will be done on a priori-
ty basis." 

"I personally want to 
extend a heartfelt thank 
you to all who support-
ed the sinking fund and 
worked to share accurate 
and factual information," 
he added. 

smasonOhometownlrfe.com 
(313) 222-6751 

AROUND CANTON 
"Around Canton" is designed to announce upcoming events 
taking place in the community. Items will run on a space-avail-
able basis. Send details to bkaclrich@hometownlife.com 

BENTLEY SALE 
Date/Time: Saturday, March 3, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: Bentley Elementary School, 1100 S. Sheldon, 
Canton 
Details: Bentley Elementary School hosts its PTC Mom-to-
Mom sale, featuring some 50 tables and a big-item room. 
There's a $1 entry fee; strollers are welcome after 11 a.m. 
Contact For information, e-mail rcwegrzyn0gmail.com 

COFFEE WITH KURT 
Date/Time: Friday, March 16, 7:30-9 a.m. 
Location: Panera Bread, 400 S. Main (at Ann Arbor Trail), in 
Plymouth. 
Details: State Rep. Kurt Heise is sponsoring coffee hours to 
give residents a convenient opportunity to meet with him 
locally. No appointment is necessary. Heise is also available 
to meet with constituents by appointment either in the 
district or at his Lansing office. 
Contact: Residents are invited to call toll free 1-855-REP-
KURT or e-mail kurtheise@house.mi.gov to schedule an 
appointment. 

HEISE HOURS 
Date/Time: Monday, March 12, 3-4 p.m. 
Location: Plymouth District Library, 223. S. Main, Plymouth 
Details: State Rep. Kurt Heise invites residents to meet 
with him locally during district office hours. Heise is also 
available to meet with constituents by appointment either 
in the district or at his Lansing office. 
Contact: Residents are invited to call toll free 1-855-REP-
KURT or e-mail kurtheise@hou5e.mi.gov to schedule an 
appointment. 
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LAJOY 
Continued from page A1 

new housing and busi-
ness starts, have soft-
ened the economic blow 
LaJoy said could have 
led to "catastrophe" with-
out proactive measures, 
though he cautioned "we 
are not out of the woods 
yet." 

He cited several chal-
lenges Canton leaders 
still face: 

• Rising employee 
health-care costs and 
complying with new state 
legislation forcing caps 
on spending for health 
insurance. 

• Negotiating con-
tracts this year with six 
employee unions while 
trying to control costs 
such as pensions, other 
retirement benefits and 
township debt for bond 
payments for buildings 
and construction proj-
ects. 

• Delivering top-notch 
services despite downsiz-
ing Canton's workforce 
and consolidating certain 
positions. 

"We are always looking 
for ways to do more with 
less as we keep a close 
eye on our finances," 
LaJoy said. 
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The crowd reacts to Phil LaJo/s State of the Township 
speech Wednesday at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill. 

Fight for funding 
On other issues, LaJoy 

said the fight for fund-
ing to reshape the traffic-
snarled I-275/Ford Road 
area continues, amid sup-
port from state legis-
lators and transporta-
tion officials as Canton 
applies for a fourth round 
of federal dollars dubbed 
TIGER, or TVansportation 
Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery. 

After three rejections, 
local officials hope to 
involve local residents in 
lobbying federal officials. 

LaJoy cited numerous 
upbeat messages during 
his speech — a tone wel-
comed by Brandon Dent, 
president/CEO of Dent 
Industries and a former 
chamber board member. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned will sell, to 
satisfy lien of the owner, at public sale by competitive 
bidding on Monday, March 19th, 2012 at 9:30 A.M. at 
the Extra Space Storage facility located at; 

6729 N. Canton Center Rd. 
Canton, Michigan 48187 
(734) 459-4821 

The personal goods stored therein by the following may 
include, but are not limited to general household, 
furniture, boxes, clothes, and appliances. 

J346 Rene Kurtycz (aka: Ronec Kurtycz) 

Purchases must be made with cash only and paid at 
the time of sale. All goods are sold as is and must be 
removed at the time of purchase. Extra Space Storage 
reserves the right to bid. Sale is subject to adjournment. 

Publish March 1 and 8, 2012 o b o s t c m m sxs.s 

"I was pleasantly sur-
prised that we have so 
many good stories to 
tell," Dent said. 

Consider: 
• Canton-based Lotus 

International plans to 
start manufacturing flat-
screen TVs and create 
100 jobs. 

• Over 300,000 square 
feet of Canton's industrial 
and warehouse space has 
been filled, creating oth-
er jobs. 

• Canton-based MTU 
Detroit Diesel is expected 
to bring over 700 visitors 
to its training site — visi-
tors who will spend money 
at local hotels, restaurants 
and other businesses. 

• Ford Road remains 
"vibrant," LaJoy said, and 
the Michigan Avenue cor-
ridor "is primed for more 
development." 

• A resurgence in new 
housing starts has led to 

plans for some 250 new 
homes, and a group of 
developers has bought 
another 400 acres in the 
Cherry Hill Village area 
for future projects. 

• Canton has doubled its 
curbside recycling rate dur-
ing the last four years and 
shown success with elec-
tronic and household haz-
ardous waste collections. 

• Canton has sustained 
a comparatively low 
crime rate among simi-
lar-size communities, and 
the police department 
was cited with a state 
award for a program that 
integrates location-based 
crime and traffic crash 
data to determine deploy-
ment of officers. 

• The fire department 
plans soon to prepare 
patient reports electron-
ically, streamlining ser-
vices for patients and 
hospitals. 

• Improved recreation 
offerings include a new, 
off-leash dog park and 
pedestrian bridges link-
ing the Lower Rouge Riv-
er Recreation Trail from 
Heritage Park to the I-27S 
Metro TVail. 

LaJoy's latest State of 
the Township address 
marked the last during 
his first four-year term 
as supervisor. He said he 
has always tried to "keep 
the message consistent 
and positive, and this 
year is no different." 
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
Please stop by our booth (#28) at 
the Canton Home Improvement 
Expo which runs Saturday, March 
3rd from 9:00-5:00 and Sunday, 
March 4th from 11:00-5:00 inside 
the Canton Summit Center. 

We w i l l announce our upcoming 
product line-up featuring Energy 
Star rated Paradigm replacement 
windows/doorwalls and Certainteed 
Roofing shingles, many new colors 
available for your selction. 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton, Ml 48188 
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Droam Encounter of the Supcrrumiral Kind 

Dr. Barbie Breathitt 

Dreams, Visions 8. Prophccy 
Learn what God is saying as you sleep 

Friday, March 2 | 7-9 p.m. 
Saturday. March 3 j 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Sunday, March 4 | 10:30 a.m. 

Hosted by 

Open Arms Church 
33015 W. 1 Mile Koad • Livonia. Ml 48152 • (248)4/1-5282 

1/4 mile east of Farmington Road, across from Joe's Produce 

Pastor Grady jensen Assoc. Pastor Abe Fazzini 
For more information, wvvw.barbicbrcathltt.com 
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DISTRIQ 
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decide how best to utilize 
the district's buildings. 

The newest option put 
Gallimore front-and-cen-
ter for possible closure. 

"I have four children, 
two of them have gone to 
Gallimore and the other 
two are looking forward 
to going to Gallimore," 
said Canton resident 
Autumn Kearney, who 
spent the entire three-
hour forum standing up 
holding a sign imploring 
the district not to close 
Gallimore. 

"We love Gallimore 
and we love our teach-
ers. They've made a tre-
mendous difference in 
the lives of my children. 
They are like family," 
said Kearney. 

Gallimore figures 
prominently in one of the 
latest scenarios present-
ed to the community. In 
the new option, the dis-
trict could close both Fie-
gel and Gallimore ele-
mentaries, both of which 
are at the lower end of 
utilization and the higher 
end of the cost-per-pupil 
chart. 

Location, location 
Gallimore's location, 

according to Phil Free-
man, assistant superin-

PLYMOUTH - CANTON 
Potential School Closings 

PMnoutn Fiegel tlefnentary 
39750 Joy Rd. 
Ptymouth, Ml 

Arbor 

Gallimore Elementary 
8375 Sheldon Rd. 
Canton, Ml 

O 
Warren Rd 

Hulsing Elementary 
8055 Fleet St.. 
Canton, Ml 

Ford Rd 

Cherry Hi 

nn [ i n r 
tendent for operations, 
makes it a good target for 
expanding existing pro-
grams (the district could 
move the Tanger Cen-
ter there) or offering new 
ones. Fiegel appears tar-
geted as the new home 
for the alternative edu-
cation high school pro-
gram currently in Stark-
weather. 

"One of the things that 

makes Gallimore a choice 
(for new or expand-
ed programs) is its loca-
tion on main roads," said 
Supt. Dr. Jeremy Hughes. 
"Hulsing is deep inside a 
neighborhood. There are 
complications if we want 
to put a special program 
there. Gallimore is much 
more accessible." 

What won't be happen-
ing is a reconfiguration of 

Canton's annual Home 
Improvement Expo will 
be held 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, March 3, and 
11a.m. to 5 p.m. Sun-
day, March 4, at Canton's 
Summit on the Park. 

Highlights at the 2012 
Home Expo will include 
free parking and refresh-
ments; live broadcasts 
form special guest stars 
Murray Gula, Host of 
"Your Home with Mur-
ray Gula" on 1130 
WDFN, and Joe Gagnon, 
"The Appliance Doctor" 
from 1600 WAAM; how-

to workshops on a vari-
ety topics from landscap-
ing to solar energy; a 
hands-on children's' proj-
ect center; live wood-
carving demonstrations; 
and multiple raffles 
throughout the weekend, 
including wood projects 
made by Canton Con-
struction along with the 
Michigan Regional Coun-
cil of Carpenters. 

The venue will include 
a welcome station featur-
ing a free Expo Adver-
tisement Booklet. The 
booklet is filled with ven-

dor coupons, a map of the 
show, workshop sched-
ules and several home 
improvement tips. 

To view a complete list 
of the vendors, obtain 
the Expo layout, and 
download the work-
shop schedule visit www. 
canton-mi.org/homeex-
po.aspx. The Expo is 
free of charge and host-
ed by Canton's Building 
and Inspection Servic-
es Division, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, and 
the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

the elementary schools to 
a K-6 format. At a special 
meeting "Riesday, Board 
of Education members, 
based on feedback from 
administrators and teach-
ers, told Hughes and his 
team to disregard any 
options that moves sixth-
graders back into the ele-
mentary schools. 

"I don't see any rea-
son to go to K-6," trust-
ee Mark Horvath said. 
"I'm not looking at Option 
2. Some of these clearly 
won't work." 

Third option 
While board members 

seemed to be leaning 
toward options that would 
put elementary schools at 
85 percent capacity and 
would close Fiegel and 
either Gallimore or Huls-
ing, Hughes urged them 
to take another look at a 
scenario that hasn't got-
ten much play. 

That scenario. Option 
3, would reconfigure ele-
mentary schools into K-2 

and Grades 3-5 buildings, 
pairing lower elementa-
ry with upper elementa-
ry "sister" schools. Under 
that scenario, the district 
would close Fiegel and 
Hulsing. According to the 
CRESA study, it would 
affect the least number 
of elementary students 
and allow the district to 
cut five bus runs from its 
transportation schedule. 

"Instructionally, we 
have positive thoughts 
of K-2/3-5 elementary 
schools," Hughes said. 
"We are seriously dis-
cussing it as a possible 
recommendation." 

Timeline questioned 
While administrators 

have focused on scenar-
ios that could be accom-
plished by the start of the 
2012-13 school year in Sep-
tember, at least one trust-
ee wondered if the district 
wasn't rushing things. 

Adrienne Davis sug-
gested Tuesday the dis-
trict take more time to 

consider, and implement, 
changes, despite sugges-
tions that some of the 
options could save the 
district more than $2 mil-
lion. 

"It seems like we're try-
ing to get this done this 
year... We don't have to 
do it that way," Davis 
said. "There are lots of 
ways to garner $2 mil-
lion. If we really need 
two years (to implement 
improvements), let's take 
the two years." 

Freeman pointed out 
massive redistricting 
was going to have to take 
place before September 
anyway, because the dis-
trict is moving to all-day 
kindergarten. He said 
public feedback indicat-
ed parents do not want to 
see their children shuf-
fled in that redistricting 
process, only to be moved 
again in 2013-14 if the dis-
trict delays action. 

bkadrichBhometownlite.com 
(313) 222-8899 

Summit hosts Home Improvement expo 

Celefcwttou 
ARTS & CRAFT SHOW 

Saturday, March 3rd 

9:00 am-4:00 pm 

$2.00 Admission 
(under 12 free) 

Large Juried Show of Handcrafted Items Only 
Lunch . Bake Sale . Face Painting 

Hourly Door Prize Drawings 
Strollers Welcome 

33300 Cowan Rd. (1 /2 Mile East of West land Mall) 
For more information call (734)422-2090 

Macy's Optical 
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with complete pair purchase 

• all frames . 
• all lenses 
• all lens options 

OFFER INCLUDES; 
Transitions5 Lenses 

• No-Line Bifocals 
• Non-Glare Coating 

- Polarized Lenses 

•Excludes Sunsations. 

Our doctor or yours - we fill all prescriptions. 
Convenient eye examt appointments available. 

We accept most vision care plans. 

Westland, 734-458-5588 • Oakland, 248-597-2956 
Lakeside, 586-566-2766 • Twelve Oaks, 248-344-6994 

*

the magic of * macys 
/.com 

REG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. 'Eye exams 
performed by Independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Cannot be combined with any other offer, 

vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Sale ends March 21,2012. 

For the location nearest you, call 1-888-889-EYES 

• FREE A D M I S S I O N I I I 

• O v e r 1 0 0 E x h l b l t t r s 

• Multiple Raffles 

• Klis Project Center 
• Variety of Workshops* 

• Murray Gula & Hie 
Appliance Doctor Joe 
Gagnon Rroadcasting Live 
all Weekend 

• Free Heme Improvement 
Tips a Coupon Boeklet 

• LlveWoodcarving 
Oemonstratlens 

• Far a complete list and a mas 
at mrf t i tops ottared visit 

Summit on the Park 
46000 Summit Parlnray 

Expo Hours: 
S a t a r d a y O a m - S p m 

S u i d a y 1 1 a n - 5 p m 

Sponsored by: 

( \ N T O N 
4 At W M i f t 
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Canton man 
ambushed, 

robbed 

CRIME WATCH 

S M d o n 

Center Rd 
Ntrrtn m 
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FordRd 
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Chtf ry H«ll Rd. 
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Palmer Rd 
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By Darrell Clem 
Obiervef StaH Writer 

A 22-year-old man 
returning from a Detroit 
bar to his Canton Cross-
ings apartment told 
police he was assaulted 
and robbed by three sus-
pects who ambushed him 
from behind as he was 
entering his residence. 

"He believes one of the 
suspects may have had a 
weapon," Canton Detec-
tive Sgt. Dave Schrein-
er said. 

The incident happened 
around 2:30 a.m. Saturday 
at the apartment com-
plex near Joy Road and 
1-275 on Canton's north-
east side. 

The victim, who also 
has a residence in Flor-
ida, contacted police 
to report he had been 
attacked. 

"We had a report of a 
robbery of a citizen who 
was returning home to 
the Crossings from being 
out (at a Detroit night-
club)," Schreiner said. 

"He said he has no idea 
who it was that attacked 
him." 

The man told police he 
was robbed of cash, per-
sonal items and electron-
ics. The incident started 
in the hallway and spilled 
into an apartment. 

"He says they roughed 
him up in the hallway," 
Schreiner said. 

One of the suspects 
was believed to have had 
a weapon, though police 
didn't give any more 
details. 

Detective Tim Wright 
said the victim was 
approached from behind 
and struck on the head. 
He said the only descrip-
tion given by the vic-
tim was that his assail-
ants were black males, 
one of whom was wearing 
a gray hoodie, or hooded 
sweatshirt. 

Schreiner said this week 
the incident remained 
under investigation. 

• / 

dclemOhometownllfe.com 

(313)222 2238 

Property 
damaged 

1 Canton police received 
a report of three juve-

niles vandalizing proper-
ty outside Crescent Acad-
emy, a school next to the 
Canton Mosque northwest 
of Palmer and Lotz roads. 

The incident happened 
about 3:45 p.m. last Friday. 

According to a police 
report, a school parent 
and principal went out-
side as the vandalism was 
occurring, and the three 
perpetrators ran away. 

The report described 
the perpetrators as three 
white juveniles — one 
riding a bike, one on roll-
er skates and one on foot. 
They were described as 
likely between the ages of 
13 and 16. 

According to the report, 
one juvenile went to the 
fenced-in day care play-
ground, picked up a plas-
tic toy doll house and 
broke it into several piec-
es. Another youngster 
took a PVC tube, esti-
mated at 8-9 feet long, 
and began to hit a securi-
ty camera on the north-
west corner of the Canton 
Mosque. 

Apartment 
invaded 

2A woman who went 
to sleep in her Can-

ton Crossings apartment 
in the 8500 block of Hon-
eytree contacted police 
after she woke up and 
learned that items had 
been stolen from her res-
idence. 

The incident happened 
Saturday. The 18-year-
old woman told police she 
went to sleep in her bed-
room with the door locked 
and the radio on around 
noon and woke up about 5 
p.m. to find that someone 
had thrown things around 
the apartment. 

The woman said $200 
had been taken from her 
purse and diamond ear-
rings from her wallet. 
Her 21-year-old male 
roommate indicated 
$180 was missing from a 
dresser drawer. 

A police report said the 
apartment's dead bolt 
may not have been locked 
at the time. 

Drug arrest 

3Canton police found 
small amounts of mar-

ijuana and cocaine on a 
49-year-old man after he 
was turned over to local 
police by Pittsfield Town-

ship authorities for a Can-
ton warrant for driving 
while his license was sus-
pended. 

The incident hap-
pened about 2 p.m. Sat-
urday. The Ypsilanti sus-
pect was brought back to 
the Canton poUce station, 
where an officer noticed 
the scent of marijuana on 
him. He denied having 
any drugs, but a search 
found small amounts of 
marijuana and cocaine 
hidden in the lower pants 
leg of his sweatpants, 
according to a police 
report. 

Cash copped 

4A man told police 
someone stole $230 

from his wallet after 
he left it in his vehicle 
while he was inside High 
Velocity Sports, a Canton 
sports complex on Mich-
igan Avenue west of Bel-
leville Road. 

The victim said the inci-
dent happened between 
3:30 p.m. and 4:45 p.m. 
Sunday. A police report 
indicated there was no 
sign of forced entry to 
the vehicle. 

Lunch t ime 
A motorist told police 
someone broke into a 

2007 Mercury Milan and 
took a lunch bag while the 
car was in a parking lot in 
the 44200 block of Cher-
ry Hill, east of Sheldon, 
between 4:50 p.m. and 
5:40 p.m. last Friday. No 
other details were avail-
able. 

Home invasions 

6Canton police released 
two men after ques-

tioning them about home 
invasions that had recent-
ly occurred in a neighbor-
hood southeast of Cherry 
Hill and Lotz. 

A man who lives in the 
neighborhood contact-
ed police shortly after 
9 a.m. Sunday when he 
saw a blue Chevy van 
leaving Brookside Vil-
lage — a vehicle that 
matched the description 
of a suspected getaway 
van during a pair of ear-
lier home invasions, 
according to a police 
report. 

One of the home inva-
sions involved the theft 
of a gun and 15 rounds of 
ammunition. 

The man who report-
ed the suspicious van fol-
lowed it to the Home 
Depot store near Ford 
and Lotz and called 
poUce. He said the two 
men in the van knew they 
were being trailed. He 
said one of them made 
a gesture in his pocket 
after the pair got out of 
the van. 

PoUce confronted the 
men as they left the store, 
but they said the van 
belonged to someone else. 
PoUce searched the van 
and found nothing of sig-
nificance. 

— Compiled by Staff Writer 
Darrell Clem from Canton 
Police Department reports. 

C A N T O N P O L I C E A U C T I O N 

These vehic les have been deemed abandoned and will be sold at public auction, the 
auction will be on Tuesday March 6th at 10:00 am. The auction will be held at 6376 Hix. 
West land MI 48185 . the vehic les will be sold as is. the s tart ing is for towing and storage. 

A M O U N T YKAR MAKK MUDEL V I N 
$22 ,808 50 2006 FORD F U S I O N 3FAHP08Z86R204271 
$17 ,016 0 0 1998 . P O N T LAC S U N F I R E 1G2JB52T6W7500476 
$1 ,799 .00 2 0 0 0 CADILLAC DEV1LLE 1 G 6 K D 5 4 Y 2 2 U 1 7 4 6 1 4 
$1 ,561 .00 1999 D O D G E INTREPID 2 B 3 H D 4 6 R 9 XI1820637 
$1 ,409 .00 2 0 0 0 PLYMOUTH VOYAGER 2 P 4 G P 2 5 3 9 Y R 5 4 8 3 4 3 
$1 ,107 .00 2 0 0 2 OMC SAVANNA 1GTEG15WX21201809 
$611 .00 2001 CHRYSLER S E B R I N G 1 C 3 E L 4 6 U X 1 N 5 5 4 6 8 5 
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Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 

You'll Be Savm' t h e Greevx at 
O'Hershey Shoes 

Come in and have your feet measured 
and your shoes properly fit. 

Widths from narrow to x-wide 
• Florsheim 
• Rockport 
• Skechers 

• Striderite • SAS 
• New Balance • Keen 
• Hush Puppies • Clarks 

OFF 
n r ' 

i I 

Any regular 
priced shoe of 
$40 or more 

No Limit • With this coupon 
May use more than 1 coupon per 
vistl but NOT more than 1 coupon 

per Item. Ej<plres4-15-2012. 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
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I I 

J L 

* 5 OFF 
Any sale 

priced shoe 
No Limit • With this coupon 

May use more than I coupon per 
visit but NOT more than 1 coupon 

per Hem, Expires 4-15-2012. 

Children's shoes avaiiabl 

Hershey's Too 
47750 Grand River • Novi 

W. of Market Square at UuiM Road 
248-347-7838 

^ m e & ^ o v v 

Hershey's Shoes 
29522 Ford Road • Garden City 

\ i t Ulock W. of Middlebelt 
734-422-1771 

[ h , m f'0^' 

StHt 

Full Assistance with 
Bathing, Dressing & Hygiene 
in a Small Home-like Setting 

for Active/Alert. Memory Impaired, 
Frail/Recovering & Alzheimer's residents 

• Highly Competitive Inclusive Rotes 
• 24 Hour Professional Staffing 
• Private/Semi-Private/Barrier-Free 
• 3 Home-Cooked Meals a Day 
• On-Call Nurse Practitioner 
• Medication Management 
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
• Beauty & Barber Shop 
• Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 

QrystaC Creek^ 
Assisted Living 

8121 Lilley Road 
Canton, Michigan 48187 
(Located between )oy & Warren Roads) 

(734)453-3203 
www.CrystalCreekAssistedLlving.com 

hometownlife.com 
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ChMdrensSpring 
FILM FESTIVAL 

Shown at the Great MJR Digital Cinema 

Westland Grand Digital Cinema 16 
6800 N. Wayne Rd. 734.298.2657 

Showing Showing I Showing Showing Showing 
February March March March " March 
2 5 4 2 6 | 3 & 4 | 1 0 & 1 1 1 7 & 1 8 2 4 4 2 5 

Free to children 12 and under 
until theatre capacity! 

Every Saturday & Sunday 
February 25th thru March 25th 2012 

Adults: $1.00 v 
No Advance Ticket Sales 

Showtimes posted on www.mjrtheatres.com 
on the Tuesday before the posted date. 

http://www.CrystalCreekAssistedLlving.com
http://www.mjrtheatres.com
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Band boosters 
host annual 
craft show 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Music Boosters host their 
annual Spring Arts and 
Crafts Ensemble Satur-
day. March 10, at Plym-
outh High School. The 
fundraising event is a jur-
ied art show produced 
twice each year by the 
PCMB to help support the 
band and color guard pro-
grams at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park. 

More than 100 exhib-
itors with handcrafted 
items will be on display 
at this artistic event. Vis-
itors can expect a high 
quality show with jewel-
ry, handmade clothing, 
soaps, artwork, sculp-
tures, floral arrange-
ments, and many spring 
related items. 

Plymouth High School 
is located at 8400 Beck in 
Canton. The Spring Arts 
& Craft Ensemble runs 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. In addition 
to more than 100 exhibits, 
there will be food, door 
prizes, a raffle, and enter-
tainment by marching 
and concert band musi-
cians throughout the day. 
Admission is $2; strollers 
are welcome. 

"The Arts & Craft 
Ensembles are two of the 
most successful fundrais-
ers we host each year," 
said Erin Babcock, pres- . 
ident of the 2012 Plym-
outh-Canton Music Boost-
ers. "It's a wonderful com-
munity event that wel-
comes springtime each 
year. We're hopeful the 
community will come out 
and support our kids by 
visiting our craft show." 

• 

Schedule set 
for frog, toad 

survey training 
TVaining sessions to 

participate in the 2012 
Frog and Toad Survey 
will begin this weekend, 
with sessions scheduled 
as follows; 

• Saturday, March 3, 
from 10 aon. to noon, 
Plymouth Township Hall, 
located at 9955 Haggerty 
in Plymouth. 

• Hiesday, March 6, 
from 7-9 p.m., at Can-
ton's Summit on the Park, 
located at 46000 Summit 
Parkway. 

• Saturday, March 10, 
from 10 a.m. to noon, at 
the Livonia Civic Center 
Library, located at 32777 
Five Mile Road. 

• Saturday, March 17, 
from 10 a.m. to noon, at 
Bloomfield Tbwnship 
Hall, located at 4200 Tele-
graph Road. 

Each training session 
will focus on frog and 
toad identification skills 
in order to help volun-
teers determine different 
species out in the field. 
FYogs and toads are con-
sidered excellent indica-
tors of the environmental 
quality around us. The 
more species a site can 
support, the better the 
habitat. 

l b register, call the 
Friends of the Rouge at 
(313) 792-9621 or email 
monitoring<s>therouge. 
org. 

i » 
Christian Bible 

Talks 
Plymouth VFW Hall 

1426 S Mill St 
Sundays, March 4,11,18 

and 25 at 4:00 PM 
These one-houf meetings will 

emphasize the teachings of Qvhst 
No collections. 

Ministers: Matthew Jensen 
& Jason Mclnaily 

5 1 5 - 8 5 1 - 2 9 3 9 
jy — 

THINKING ABOUT... 

c M R S A C e ? _ fUK lennvx_ 
FREE ESTIMATES 

i (734) 525-1930 
Our 36th Yearl 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
89)9 MIODLEBELT • LIVONIA 

www untcdtMnpanturaswrcucom 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Ann and Chris McBeth vote at The Summit in precinct 40. Election worker Mary Price assists Chris in feeding his ballot into the machine. Some 18 per-
cent of Canton's registered voters cast ballots in Tuesday's primary. 

PRIMARY 
Continued from page A1 

tin said. "He really stands 
up for kids, and that's a 
big thing to me. He seems 
to be family oriented." 

Martin has no chil-
dren, but she said she was 
adopted as a child after 
her mother nearly had 
an abortion. She said her 
pro-life stance dovetails 
with Romney's. 

Inside Precinct 40 at the 
Summit, precinct chair 
Maureen Frye said only 
37 people out of 1,034 

registered precinct vot-
ers had gone to the poll 
by 6 p.m. — and all voted 
Republican. 

FVye worked along-
side Bob England and Jan 
Goble, whose husband, • 
Dave Goble, stood in a 
Summit hallway to help 
voters find their precinct. 
Like others, he bemoaned 
the low turnout. 

"If I knew what we 
could do to change it, I 
would," Dave Goble said. 

Though Romney won 
Canton, voters such as 
Debbie Roberts-Austin, 
47, didn't leave Santorum 

in the cold. 
She was the 87th voter 

as of 3:30 p.m. at Discov-
ery Middle School, and 
she questioned why peo-
ple sat out the primary. 

"That's horrible," Rob-
erts-Austin said. "I thought 
there would be a huge 
crowd. It was quite sad." 

Roberts-Austin opt-
ed for Santorum because 
he seemed more aligned 
with her political views. 

"I really didn't like 
Romney's platform at all 
— or any of the others," 
she said. "I thought I'd 
try Santorum to see what 

he could do." 
Voters cited issues such 

as foreign policy, ris-
ing gasoline prices and 
a still-ailing economy as 
issues important to them. 
Republican Ed Bobak, 32, 
declined to name his can-
didate of choice as he left 
t he Summit, but he said 
he will support the GOP 
nominee in November 
amid hopes the nation's 
deficit can be addressed. 

"We're selling ourselves 
to other people," he said. 

ddemehometownlife com 
(313) 222-2238 

Maria Martin talks about 
her vote in the primary 
election. 

Medicare 
Solutions 

Learn about your Medicare options at one of HAP's free workshops. 

if you're turning 65 or looking for a different Medicare 

option, there are a lot of choices. This is an important 

decision and HAP would like to simplify your search. 

To learn about Medicare Supplement, Medicare Rx, 

Medicare PPO, HMO or HMO-POS plans, we invite you 

to attend one of our free workshops. 

This year, Medicare has awarded HAP the highest 

Medicare HMO Star Rating in Michigan* - again! 

Find out why members have been so satisfied. 

Livonia 
3/6 

To register for a free HAP workshop, call toll-free at 

(800) 449-1515 or TTY/TDD (800) 649-3777 
Or go online today at www.hap.org/medicare 

A sales person wil l be present with information and applications. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 800-449-1515 or TTY/TDD 800-649-3777. 

Workshops discuss plans for Medicare-eligible individuals who purchase their own healthcare coverage. 

•Based on Medicare's 2011 and 2012 Overall PlarvStar Ratings. See full results at www medicare.gov. Plan Star Ratings are assessed 
each year and may change from one year to the next. Health Alliance Plan is a health plan with a Medicare contract. Alliance Medicare 

Rx (pdp) is a stand-alone Prescription Drug Plan with a Medicare contract. 

Y0076 ALL 596R 2012 T6S Event Ad File & Use 01222012 

http://www.hap.org/medicare
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Gallimore advantages 

We are concerned about the potential 
closing of Gallimore Elementary School. 
There are two classrooms of the district's 
Center Based Program for Autism Spectrum 
Disorder located at Gallimore. This program 
is dedicated to those students so affected by 
Autism Spectrum Disorder that they cannot 
be educated in a regular classroom setting. 

Gallimore provides some very unique 
advantages for this program: 

• Both ASD rooms are able to be located 
next to each other and are large enough to 
accommodate the sensory motor equip-
ment the students require, such as ceiling 
swing, floor area with mats for motor 
movement, rocking chairs for calming activi-
ties, and time out areas. 

• There is space for the students to work 
in their own work space since many of 
them cannot tolerate sitting dosely to each 
other. 

• The rooms have bathrooms located 
inside the classrooms which is a necessity 
because many of our students need assis-
tance toileting, need to go to the bathroom 

on a schedule, and need to have items such 
as extra dothing, wipes, latex gloves stored 
within easy reach of the bathroom, 

• Gallimore, recently this year, added a 
seclusion room because some of our stu-
dents have the potential to become violently 
aggressive. This room has been used on a 
regular basis since it was completed. 

• We also have available dose by a confer-
ence room area in case students need to 
work in a quiet area one on one with a 
teacher, para-pro, speech pathologist, OT, 
social worker or psychologist. 

We welcome you to visit the ASD Center 
Based Program at Gallimore. We would be 
happy to answer any questions you would 
have about the program. We urge you to 
keep Gallimore Elementary School open, 
and keep the ASD Center Based Program 
here at Gallimore. 

Jane Hasse and Carol Bachmann 
ASD Teachers 

Sarah Tavierne, Susan Micek, 
Marybeth Jatczak, Gina Moss, Bev 

DeVriese, Lisa Allen 
ASD Para-Pros 

'S 51st 
Wayne Coin Club 
50th Anniversary 

COIN SHOW 
Buy-Sell-li-ade! 
Sunday, March 4th, 2012 10am-4 pm 

Wayne Rec Center 
4635 Howe Rd. 

Wayne, Ml 
SE Comer of Annapolis 

and Howe Rd. 

Palmer 

Annapolis 
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Proposed fire changes 
cause irreparable harm 

£ 
Greg Mangan 

By Greg Mangan • 
Goeft Columnist 

^ ^ y m o u t h Tbwnship officials have 
l ^ r e c e n t l y stated that the Plymouth 

Tbwnship Fire Department will be 
downsized and there must be 
a contraction of the depart-
ment due to the end of the 
merger with the city of 
Plymouth. These changes 
will cause irreparable harm. 

Plymouth Tbwnship is 18 
square miles, with a popu-
lation of some 28,000 that 
grows to over 38,000, a 35-
percent increase, during the day due to the 
large amount of industrial, research and 
development areas, along with multiple 
manufacturing facilities. 

Plymouth Tbwnship also includes 1-9® 
M-14 and 1-275, which are some of the bus-
iest expressways in the state. It is also the 
CSX Railroads "Crossroads of the State of 
Michigan," with north/south and eastAvest 
trains passing through the area approxi-
mately every IS minutes. 

The Plymouth Community Fire depart-
ment is a multi-faceted agency responsible 
for providing a wide range of emergency 
services, including fire suppression, haz-
ardous materials response, advanced life 
support emergency medical service, and 
technical search and rescue. 

In 2011, Plymouth Community Fire 
Department responded to 3,633 runs, with 
2,622 in Plymouth Tbwnship. By com-
parison, in 1995, the first year of the fire 
department merger, there were a total of 
2,564 runs, with 1,770 in Plymouth Tbwn-
ship. That year there were a total of 25 
employees of the fire department, as com-
pared with 24 currenUy. 

The department currently has a full-
time staff of 24, which includes a chief, a 
fire inspector, an administrative assistant 
and 21 firefighter/paramedics. There are 
three fire stations, staffed 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. Maximum, daily staffing 
is currently seven firefighter/paramedics 
per day between all three stations, with a 
minimum of six. 

Plymouth Community Fire Department 
has seen a reduction of eight full-time per-
sonnel, three from layoffs last year, and 
the remaining through attrition, from a 
high of 32 in 2002, a 25-percent decrease. 
Daily maximum staffing between the 
three stations has decreased from nine to 
seven. 

The Plymouth Tbwnship Board of Thist-

ees is proposing drastic reductions to the 
fire department. They have indicated that 
six more firefighter/paramedics will need 
to be laid off to "right size" the depart-
ment. This will result in a nearly 30-per-
cent decrease in firefighter/paramedics 
available to respond to emergencies. Daily, 
maximum staffing will be further reduced 
from seven to five, with no more minimum 
staffing requirements. Daily minimum 
staffing could realistically be reduced to 
three a day, with the firefighter's contract 
allowing two firefighters to be off per day. 
Consequently, Fire station No. 2 will be 
closed permanently due to the decrease in 
staffing. Station No. 3 would be closed on 
days where staffing is less than 4 firefight-
ers, leaving only Station No. 1 to cover all 
emergencies in the township. 

The Lake Pointe area of Plymouth Tbwn-
ship has more than 900 residences. Lake 
Pointe is in Station No. 2 response area 
The Lake Pointe area can be inaccessi-
ble from Station No. 1, the next closest 
fire station, due to the railroad tracks at 
Haggerty and the occasions when Mines 
Drive is flooded. In those instances when 
Mines Dr. is flooded and there is also a 
train going through the railroad tracks, the 
fire department, with Station No. 2 being 
closed, will have to take an alternate route 
going out of the community into Livonia 
and Northville Tbwnship to get back into 
the Lake Pointe area. This will dramatical-
ly increase response times to that partic-
ular area in these instances by as much as 
eight to 10 minutes. 

Increased response times will not be lim-
ited to this particular circumstance in Lake 
Pointe. But, in fact, response times will 
greatly increase for many other instanc-
es in the township due to the decrease in 
staffing levels and closing of fire stations. 

The staffing and apparatus placement 
allow The Plymouth Tbwnship Fire Dept. 
to maintain an average response time of 
four and a half minutes. Time is critical in 
search and rescue. 

The changes being proposed by the 
township would cause ureparable dam-
age to the residents, visitors, work-
ers and those traveling through Plym-
outh Tbwnship. The increase in response 
times to emergencies, along with the lack 
of minimum resources through person-
nel decreases could have dramatic conse-
quences to those requiring emergency ser-
vices in Plymouth Tbwnshhip. 

Greg Mangan s treasurer of the Plymouth 
Township Firefighters Local 1496. 
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Tax Preparation 
at a Discounted Price 

iVorry Free 

f 

Tax Return Preparation 

Federal 
Returns 

$20 State Returns 

Seniors Ages 50+ 
Basic Tax Return: 

Includes Form 1040 and Schedules A&B 

Non Senior Basic Tax Returns $139.95 

GRHNITE TUX SERVICE 
www.49tax.com 

734-394-9660 
41081 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, Ml 48170 

FREE ADMISSION . > 
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