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OFF TO THE SHOW 
Tyler Brooks, 14, wil l compete at Monday's Aquafina 
Major League Baseball Pitch, Hit & Run National 
Finals that will be held at Chase Field in Ptioenix, AZ. 
SPORTS, 81 
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CONNECTION 
Math whizzes 

The Michigan All-Star 
team of 40 high school 
mathematics students 
f ie lded three teams in 
the American Regions 
Mathematics League 
Competi t ion. 

The Michigan B1 Naturals 
placed 1st nat ional ly out 
of a f ield of 69 in the B 
division! Members were 
Bryant Chen of Canton High 
School and Natasha Consul 
of Salem High School. Both 
are residents of Canton. 

ARML is the World Series 
of high school mathemat ics 
compet i t ions. The compet i -
t ion consists of several 
events, which include a 
team round, a power ques-
t ion (in which a team solves 
proof-or iented questions), 
an individual round, two 
relay rounds ( in which a 
contestant solves a prob-
lem and passes his/her 
answer to another team 
member, who uses this 
answer to solve another 
problem), and a super relay. 

Members of the Michigan 
team were selected f rom 
the top 100 students 
out of about 10,000 
who par t ic ipated in the 
Michigan Mathematics 
Prize Competi t ion last 
fal l , an act iv i ty of the 
Mathemat icaf Assoc ia t ion 

of America-Michigan 
Section. 

Summer social 
Giving Hope, Women's 

Giving Circle hosts "Happy 
Hour" on the back porch 
at Courthouse Gril le in 
Plymouth 5-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 13. 

The event wi l l feature 
a prize for most guests 
brought , and a "Pass the 
Purse" donat ion that wi l l 
go to the Miracle League 
of Plymouth. Admission 
is $10 at the door, which 
includes appet izers. The 
Courthouse Gril le is locat-
ed at 41661 Plymouth Road. 

RSVP by Monday, July 11, 
to givinghopewgc@>gmail. 
com or cal l the Canton 
Community Foundat ion, 
(734) 495-1200. 

Christmas in July 
Look inside this month's 

edition of Hometown Life 
Inspire for a chance<to win 
a hol iday shopping spree. 

Three lucky winners 
wi l l win $250. $125 or $75 
to celebrate Christmas 
in July. Find this hol iday 
beach ball (above) on the 
pages of Inspire and enter 
to win. 

See more detai ls in the 
July Inspire In pr in t and 
onl ine at hometownl i fe . 
com. 

Rick Ciqile of Canton clowns with his sons - Ricky, Ryan and Jeremy - the day before the swimming accident that 
left Rick paralyzed. 

'Then he was gone' 
Fundraiser helps paralyzed Canton man 

BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFE WRITER 

Patty Cigile was wandering 
around the beach on the first 
full day of her family's vaca-
tion in Destin Beach, Fla., 
when she heard some noise, 
turned and saw people drag-
ging a man out of the water 
onto the beach. 

It took a second for the 
understanding to reach her 
before she noticed the shorts 
the man was wearing. They 
were familiar. 

"I thought, "Oh, my God, 
that's my husband," Patty 
Cigile remembered. "I didn't 
even notice it was my sons 
carrying him. He just had 
that vacant stare. It was ter-
rifying." 

Rick Cigile, Patty's husband 
of 29 years, was swimming in 
the waters off Destin Beach 
June 21, the first full day of 
the family's vacation. Rick 
was taking turns body surfing 
the waves with his 18-year-
old son Ryan (who has since 
had his 19th birthday) and 17-
year-old Jeremy. 

H E L P I N G R I C K 

What: A fundraiser for Oakland 
County Sheriff's Deputy Rick 
Cigile of Canton 
When: 3-10 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 7 
Where: Boomer's Roadhouse, 
6650 Highland Road in 
Waterford. 
Why: Cigile was seriously 
injured in an accident while 
vacationing in Florida June 21. 
Proceeds will help the family 
with medical costs. 
Cost: Tickets are $20 per per-
son and include a buffet, pop 
and coffee. 
Other help: A "Rick Cigile 
Benefit Fund" has been set up 
through TCF Bank and dona-
tions can be made at any 
branch. 

'HE WAS GONE' 
Nobody really saw it, but 

this is what the family now 
knows happened: Rick took 
a wave in, and the wave 

Please see TRAGEDY, A3 

Group plans to 
help remodel 
Cigile's home 

BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jim Cisek spends a good 
deal of his time helping people 
around the community who 
can't help themselves. 

So when Cisek, president of 
the group Christmas in Action, 
heard about the swimming 
accident that left Rick Cigile 
paralyzed last month, his 
direction was clear: Help. 

"He's my neighbor," Cisek 
said simply of Cigile, who lives 
a few doors down from Cisek. 
"How can we not try to help?" 

Christmas in Action has 
already started planning how 
to help Cigile, his wife and 
their three sons. The group 

Township 
goes after 

unpaid taxes 

Please see HELP, A3 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton's elected leaders 
have h i r eda tax-collection 
company to pursue unpaid 
taxes local businesses owe for 
personal property — equip-
ment, furniture, tools and 
taxable items other than 
actual buildings and land. 

The taxes, if collected, 
would amount to $366,000 
for 2010 alone — a sig-
nificant amount for taxing 
entities, such as Canton 
Township, the public library, 
Wayne County and local 
schools, that are reeling from 
a sharp decline in prop-
erty tax revenues spurred by 
housing market woes. 

Township Treasurer 
Melissa McLaughlin said the 
unpaid taxes would benefit 
school districts, the county 
and other taxing jurisdic-
tions that have depleted cash 
reserves as they struggle to 
maintain services. 

"They're counting every 
penny twice," she said. 

Amid hopes of collecting 
unpaid taxes, the Canton 
Township Board of Trustees 
has hired Canton-based 
Metro Collections, which 
already has shown tax-col-
lection successes in com-
munities such as Westland, 
Garden City, Wayne and 
Inkster. 

RESULTS DRIVEN 
The program doesn't dip 

into Canton's general fund 
cash reserves — $5.3 million 
as of the most recent audit. 

Moreover, Metro 
Collections doesn't keep 
any of the actual personal 
property taxes it collects. 
Rather, the company's pay-
ment comes from certain late 
penalties and interest that 

have accumulated on past-
due taxes. 

"If they don't collect the 
tax, they don't get paid any-
thing," McLaughlin said. 

Unlike taxes on real prop-
erty such as buildings and 
land, taxes on personal prop-
erty do not get turned over to 
the county to pursue unpaid 
taxes, which is why Canton 
stepped in. 

The amount of unpaid per-
sonal property taxes for 2010 
alone amounts to $35,829 for 
Canton Township, $23,376 
for the library, $78,167 for 
Wayne County and $14,316 
for school operating funds. 

"That's a significant 
amount for us," library 
Director Eva Davis said, "and 
we appreciate the township 
taking the lead on this pro-
gram." 

A $23,376 windfall for 
the library, if collected, 
would equal what the facility 
spends for an entire year on 
its programming, she said. 

' I t would be great if we 
could have that money," 
Davis said, adding that the 
unpaid taxes amount to 
nearly 10 percent of what 
the library should get each 
year from personal property 
taxes. 

SIGNIFICANT SLICE 
Under the larger umbrella 

of perspnal property taxes, 
the $366,000 total not col-
lected for the various gov-
ernment entities in 2010 
amounted to a significant 
slice of the $6.5 million lev-
ied, according to township 
officials. 

Last year, McLaughlin said 
her office successfully sought 
some of the unpaid taxes, 
though the effort proved 

Please see TAXES, A3 

Vintage game raises money for ALS research 

Spectators will see a vintage baseball game using no gloves, foul lines 
or fences. Players, or "ballists," wear period-reproduced uniforms and 
recreate the game based on 1862 rules. 

BY DARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

For a third summer. Canton 
plans to step up to the plate 
to host a vintage baseball 
game using rules dating back 
to the 1860s — all to raise 
money to fight the disease 
that killed New York Yankees 
legend Lou Gehrig. 

Local resident Bob Mosher 
has organized the event each 
year since he read a magazine 
article about ALS, or amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, after 
he and wife Natalie boarded a 
plane to return home from an 
overseas trip. 

'It 's very uplifting to do 
this, ' he said. "I feel that ALS 

is sort of one of our forgotten, 
horrible diseases. I love base-
ball, and I love people who • 
are active. This disease can 
strike anybody. It's the demo-
cratic nature of the disease. 
You can live a perfect life and 
get struck with this thing." 

To raise money for the 
ALS-Therapy Development 
Institute, Mosher has orga-
nized the latest vintage 
baseball game between the 
Northville Eclipse and the 
Detroit Early Riser Base 
Ball Club, set for 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 21, in pic-
turesque Heritage Park, 
off Canton Center south of 
Cherry Hill. 

Admission is free, though 
anyone attending is strongly 
urged to bring donations to 
help fight ALS, a disease of 
the nerve cells in the brain 
and spinal cord that control 
voluntary muscle movement. 
Mosher said a silent auction 
also will occur to raise money. 
Businesses and individuals 
who would like to donate 
items for the auction may 
contact Mosher by calling 
(734) 502-7477 or by sending 
an e-mail to bwphotol@com-
cast.net. 

Canton's latest vintage 
game comes 72 years after 

Please see PLAY BALL, AS 

10007 8 6 53174 

Home Delivery: 
1,866) 887-2737 

Return Address 
•1304 Concept Dr. 

Plymouth MI 
•8170 

INDEX 
APMlytHTS - . 
AimwoTivt - , 
C M C H B u h d k ... 

. 0 3 C o i h i u n i t y L i t e B 5 

. C 5 C m s s w m P u z a t C 2 

. C I OwnjAiits. 8 9 

H e / u . t x 8 1 0 

Rui Esun C2 
Sw«is. 81 

W E V E GOT YOU COVERED! 
Subscr ibe t o an Observer , Eccentr ic 
o r H o m e t o w n N e w s p a p e r at 

www.hometownlife.com 
or call 1-866 887-2737 

http://www.hometownlife.com



