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Doug Busch, co-owner of
Busch's Fresh Food Markets,
presented a $45,000 check
Wednesday to Forgotten Harvest
President/CEO Susan Goodell.

The contribution came from
donations made by Busch's cus-
tomers in seven tri-county area
Busch's stores, including its
Plymouth location, from Nov.
30 through Dec. 13 through the
Busch's store annual winter food
drive Rockin' For The Hungry.

Forgotten Harvest was formed
in 1990 to fight two problems:
hunger and waste. Forgotten
Harvest "rescued" more than 12.5
million pounds of food last year
by collecting surplus prepared
and perishable food from more
than 400 sources.

This donated food, which would
otherwise go to waste, is deliv-
ered free-of-charge to 155 emer-
gency food providers in the Metro
Detroit area. Learn more about
Forgotten Harvest and how to help
drive hunger from our community
at www.forgottenharvest.org

The popular Canton community
celebration "One Community.
One Voice," honoring Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., returns Jan. 8 for
its fifth year at Canton's Village
Theater at Cherry Hill.

This year's free event features
an award-winning family friendly
program by RoberiB.. Jones, Matt
Watroba and Kevin Collins. The
Pioneer Middle School Peace
Project, coordinated by art teach-
er Carman Johnson, will also be
on display.

This year, the Dr. King com-
mittee features a program that
has been offered to the Plymouth
Canton Community Schools' fifth
graders for the past four years. This
interactive educational program
starts with a concert by Jones and
Watroba, followed by breakout ses-
sions held throughout the theater
which focus on special topics, such
as drawings and music with Robert
Jones, sing-a-longs with Matt
Watroba, and drumming and danc-
ing with Kevin Collins.

The event is free to the public
with refreshments at 5:30 p.m. and
program at 6 p.m. To learn more
about the program, visit www.can-
ton-mi.org or call (734) 394-5460.

State Rep.Dian Slavens CD-
Canton) invites residents to join
her for a cup of coffee and con-
versation at one of her upcoming
coffee hours. Slavens will host her
January coffee hours 9-10 a.m. at
the Canton Big Boy, 45250 Ford
Road in Canton, or 11 a.m. to
noon Monday, Jan. 25, at Mike's
Red Apple, 60 Main, in Belleville.

Not worth the cost
Penalties make drinking, driving an expensive endeavor

With the calendar having passed
Christmas and inching toward New
Year's Day, revelers around the metro
Detroit area are moving into one of
the biggest party seasons of the year.

And with most local police depart-
ments on the lookout, drivers should
be aware of the chance of — and
penalties for — getting caught driv-
ing under the influence.

Fines, fees and sentences vary
from court to court, with issues
largely being solved on a case-by-
case basis, but everyone agrees on
one thing: Driving under the influ-
ence is going to cost the driver.

In the 35th District Court (which
covers Plymouth, Canton and
Northville), for instance, a first
offender with a relatively low (but
still illegal, for drivers) blood-alcohol
content who does not appear, after
an evaluation, to have a drinking
problem can expect to be sentenced
to six months' nonreporting proba-
tion, five days of community service,
participation in an alcohol aware-
ness program and a 90-day license
restriction, plus fines and costs.

On the high side, repeat offend-
ers can get up to 93 days in jail, two
years' probation, and community
service in addition to fines and costs
— and a license suspension, typically
for a year. Vehicles can be immobi-
lized.

An offender with two or more
prior convictions, or a defendant
suspected of causing death or serious
injury while driving drunk, can be
charged with a felony, which means
the case would move to Wayne
County Circuit Court.

"You have to give great weight to
an accident when it's time for sen-
tencing," said first-year Judge Jim
Plakas of the 35th District Court.

In many areas, alcohol-related
arrests are rising. Livonia's 16th
District Court, for instance, pro-
cessed 273 drunken driving arrests
in 2008; through October 2009, the
court already had more than 300
alcohol driving offenses, including
both operating under the influence
and driving while impaired cases.

The 35th District Court processed
1,021 cases in 2008. In Oakland
County's 47th District Court
(Farmington/Farmington Hills), the
433 drunk-driving cases constituted
barely 1 percent of the court's overall
cases in 2008, but some 17 percent
of the criminal docket. In Westland,
606 drunken driving cases were dis-
posed generating fines and costs of
more than $883,000.

The penalties including punish-
ment and fines are determined on a
case by case basis with a range that
could go from $750 to over $2,000
depending on the case, according to
16th District Court Administrator
Dennis Epler.

But the costs could extend well
beyond the court, Epler said.

"The person could incur increased
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Linda Bernhardt of Plymouth Township speaks to convicted drunk drivers about the loss of two friends and their unborn child.

costs add
, personally
Families, friends grieve for victims, A7.

and meets with his probation officer
twice a month.

In the beginning, he saw the
probation officer once a week and
appeared before the judge twice a
month. He also attends AA meet-
ings and has to go to marriage
counseling ordered by the court.
The rest of the time he is on work
detail at 35th District Court in
Plymouth.

"It's pretty embarrassing," said
Ron W. "Nobody trusts you. I was
in jail through the holidays last year
and you can't hide that."

This wasn't his first offense. Ron
W. has been arrested three times for
driving under the influence (DUI),
the first time years ago.

He quit drinking after the first
offense but then was arrested twice
within six months. HereceivecL gj)
days in jail for the third offense
when he violated probation by drink-
ing and driving. He's been sober
since March.

How many drinks does it take to reach a
blood alcohol concentration of .08?

A 170-pound man would have to drink
approximately four drinks in one hour on
an empty stomach or a 137-pound woman
would have to drink approximately three
drinks in one hour on an empty stomach.
At .08, a person is 11 times more likely to
be involved in a fatal crash than
someone who has had nothing to drink.

SOURCE: Studies cited by MADD

insurance costs or even cancel-
lation," Epler said. "Attorney fees

Please see DRUNK, A6

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

CORRESPONDENT

Ron W. is learning the hard way
that he can't afford to drink and
drive. The $2,000 in fines and court
fees, $20 a week for alcohol test-
ing and the loss of a job were only
the financial costs imposed on him
when he was sent to jail for 90 days
over the holidays last year.

The emotional impact is another
story. Imagine trying to explain to
your 15-year old daughter, wife and
in-laws why you won't be home to
celebrate Christmas and that attor-
ney fees are taking another $2,000
out of the family budget.

Ron W. (not his real name) wants
to spare his family from further
embarrassment. He does, however,
want to share his experience with
others in hopes that they will learn
from it.

His time hasn't been his own. In
addition to undergoing inpatient and
outpatient treatment and counseling,
Ron W. has completed 234 hours
of community service. He goes for
alcohol testing three times a week Please see COSTS, A6
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Canton fills legal slot with Michigan native
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Michigan native who has
traveled the country as a state
lobbyist for a major publisher of
science, medical and legal infor-
mation has returned home and
started her new job as Canton's
newest manager-level employee.

Audrey Robinson, former
manager of state government
affairs for Reed Elsevier Inc.
started her $88,000-a-year job
Monday as Canton's manager
of legal services and contract
administration — a post created
in October by township officials.

Local officials have said
Robinson will work closely with
township officials and depart-
ment directors to oversee legal
work such as potential litigation,
certain contractual issues and
legal matters involving outside

vendors who
do business in
Canton.

"I'm extremely
excited first of
all to be back in
Michigan, but
also to be with

Robinson a community
that's a cutting-

edge community in the state,"
Robinson said.

Robinson, formerly of
Wixom, had been based out of
Washington, D.C., for her posi-
tion with Reed Elsevier, but
she traveled the country and
educated lawmakers, attorneys
general and others on how leg-
islative issues could affect states
and citizens.

Robinson beat out nearly a
dozen applicants for the Canton
job, created by township offi-
cials to rein in outside attorney

fees and streamline legal func-
tions. Supervisor Phil LaJoy
has said department heads
and managers have long faced
challenges to decide when legal
issues need resolving by outside
attorneys — often causing a
cumbersome process, unnec-
essary fees and duplication of
work.

LaJoy has said Robinson can
aid the township in making
recommendations and aiding
departments in developing lan-
guage for bids, contracts and
policies, although outside attor-
neys still will be hired for some
duties.

On Tuesday, LaJoy said a
three-member panel consisting
of himself, Human Resources
Manager David Medley and
township Trustee John Anthony

Please see ROBINSON, A3
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Saturdays @ the Penn
The Plymouth Community

Arts Council hosts its next
Saturdays @ the Penn
performance Jan. 2 at the
Penn Theater in downtown
Plymouth.

Special musical host and
performer is Beverly Meyer,
The Music Lady. Special guest
performer is juggler Joel
Tacey, with BIG laughs and
BIG fun. Announcer is Tamara
Trudelle.

Tickets are $4 and maybe
purchased the day of the show.
Doors open at 11:05 a.m. To
purchase tickets before the
concert or for information for
groups, contact Deb Madonna.
(734) 377-0914, e-mail clari-
on@storytellerdesign.com or
Tamara Trudelle, (734) 416-
4278, e-mail tamara@plym-
outharts.com

Magic act
Tickets are still available to

catch magician and illusion-

on stage at Canton's Village
Theater at Cherry Hill, located
at 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Sunday, Dec. 27 at 2 p.m. and
7 p.m. Tickets to this family-
friendly performance are $22
and are available online at
www.cantonvillagetheater.org
or by calling (734) 394-5460.

Radatz started perform-
ing at the young age of 6 and
quickly turned his grand-
mother's gift of a magic set
into a full-time hobby. Up
until the age of 14, he kept his
magic to family and friends.
Aaron then began performing
for various schools, organiza-
tions, and private parties. All
the while he remained focused
on his craft and started to set

long term goals for his career.
Radatz is one of the magi-

cians featured on the new
series Masters of Illusion air-
ing on Fox's MyNetworkTV.
Visit www.aaronradatz.com
for the latest news and tour
information.

To learn more about this
special program, visit www.
cantonvillagetheater.org or
call 734/394-5460.

Adolescent depression
The Plymouth District

Library welcomes Melvin G.
Mclnnis, M.D., of the U-M
Depression Center as he pres-
ents vital information about
the causes and symptoms of

adolescent
depression and
bipolar disor-
der in a pro-
gram set for 7
p.m. Tuesday,
Jan.12.

Program
highlights will
include howMclnnis

the difference between typi-
cal adolescent behavior and a
depressive illness, along with
a question and answer period.
Registration is required for
this free program.

Call 734-453-0750, ext. 4
or go to plymouthlibrary.org.
The Library is located at 223
S. Main Street in downtown
Plymouth.

Real estate training
Out of a Job? Changing

Careers? Become a real estate
agent and be ready for the
upcoming real estate boom.

REMERICA HOMETOWN
presents a pre-license train-
ing class beginning soon. Real
Estate Professional Education

Group, LLC is located at
44025 Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth.

Total class cost is $50 and
it includes all materials. For
more information, a reserva-
tion or to schedule a private
interview, call Chris or Judy,
(734) 459-6222, or e-mail
info @remericahometown.com

Pinocchhio on stage
Enjoy a musical adaptation

of "Pinocchio" at the Historic
Marquis Theatre in downtown
Northville through Jan.24.

"Pinocchio" is the story of
how a wooden puppet, lovingly
hand-carved by Gepetto the
toymaker, becomes a real boy.

Performances are Saturdays,
Jan. 2, Jan. 9, Jan. 16 and Jan.
23; Sundays Dec. 27, Jan. 3,
Jan. 10, Jan. 17, Jan. 24; and
Monday-Wednesday, Dec. 28-
30. All performances are at
2:30 p.m.

Tickets for all performances
are $8.50 each (no children
under the age of 3). Group
rates and reserved seatin°" for
20 or more. Birthday parties
and Scout days available.

For more information please
call the Marquis Theatre at
(248)349-8110 or visit the
theater's Web site www.north-
villemarquistheatre.com.

100 Days to Health
Canton's 100 Days to

Health, a community-wide
wellness education and aware-
ness campaign designed to
encourage healthy lifestyles,
is set to kick off Saturday,
Jan. 16. Get the support and
education you need and find
your fitness fit during this
community program which
commences between 9-11 a.m.
in the Grand Ballroom and

in various classrooms of the
Summit on the Park, located
at 46000 Summit Parkway.

Participants can meet some
of the Summit's instructors
and test out a few of the great
fitness classes offered. All
ages can enjoy special aero-
bics classes at 8:30 a.m.; 9:30
a.m.; and 10:30 a.m. Join us
for a light breakfast and have
all your 100 Days to Health
questions answered in the
ballroom.

Canton Leisure Services and
Oakwood Healthcare System
have partnered together to
promote healthy living and
community wellness in this
special program. Staff from
Oakwood Healthcare System
will be on hand during the
kickoff providing health
screenings, including: blood
pressure, cholesterol and
blood sugar levels.

Register now for Canton's
100 Days to Health 2010 at
the Summit front desk or at
the 100 Days Kickoff Event
Jan. 16. Registration fees lor
Canton residents are: $15 for
adults 16 and up and $5 for
youth ages 4 and up. Non-
resident fees are $25 for adults
16 and up and $5 for youth
ages 4 and above. There is no
charge for children under 3
years of age. Once registered,
you'll have access to all classes
and events on the 100 Days to
Health calendar for free.

To learn more about 100
Days to Health program, visit
www.canton-mi.org or call
(734) 394-5460.

Happy meals
Since 1979, McDonald's

Happy Meals have changed
the way families enjoy lunch
and dinner out together. To

celebrate the 30th birthday of
the Happy Meal, the Southeast
Michigan McDonald's
Operators Association brings
its traveling exhibit to the
Canton Public Library through
Jan. 4.

The exhibit contains many
of the different specialty toys
and artifacts that have been
included in the Happy Meal
since its introduction.

"The response to this exhibit
has been tremendous," said
Willie Blue, marketing super-
visor for McDonald's Michigan
Region. "People from all over
metro Detroit have enjoyed
reliving their Happy Meal
memories with their children."

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center. In addition, Ronald
McDonald, McDonald's Chief
Happiness Officer, will make
a special appearance 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 23, for a spe-
cial children's show.

Grief seminar

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY

MICHAEL R COHEN, D.O.
Board Certified Dermatologist

Specializing in Diseases
oftheS№n,Hair&№ils

Invites you to visit and receive
the care you deserve.

• Skin Cancer • Eczema
• Moles • Warts
• Psoriasis • • Hair Loss
• Acne BotOX • Much More

Accepting New Patients • Ml Ages
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 " 3 2 4 ' - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 48377

greatlakesderm@yahoo.com
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Wnrrv T Will Funeral TTnTPf*
sponsors a one day grief semi-
nar, From Grief to New Hope,
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Jan.
9. This workshop will be con-
ducted by John O'Shaughnessy
from New Hope Center for
Grief Support.

All adults who are learning
to cope after the death of a
loved one are encouraged to
attend. There is no charge for
the seminar which is open to
the public and refreshments
will be served. Harry J. Will
Funeral Home is located
at 37000 Six Mile Road in
Livonia.

For registration informa-
tion call New Hope Center
for Grief Support at (248)
348-0115 or view our Web site
www.newhopecenter.net

Parenting seminar
What do you do when chil-

dren misbehave? Parents who
are interested in learning how
to manage a variety of situ-
ations that arise with their
children are invited to hear
nationally recognized educator

and speaker Chick Moorman
Monday, Jan. 18. The free
workshop will be held from 7-
8:30 p.m. at Dearborn Heights
Montessori Center, which is
located at 466 N. John Daly in
Dearborn Heights.

Moorman will present "The
Five Voices of Enlightened
Parenting," regarding a
variety of techniques that
parents can use to help
guide children through the
daily challenges of family
life. According to Moorman,
when children misbehave,
it can become a teaching
moment for parents.

Moorman is a distinguished
educator and captivating
speaker who has addressed
more than 300,000 parents
and educators while conduct-
ing more than 2,000 talks
on raising and educating
children. He is noted for his
humor and enthusiasm, as well
as his ability to deliver practi-
cal ideas. He is the author of
more than a dozen books and
teaching resources. He writes
monthly parenting columns
for publications across the
United States, and is a regular
contributor to the Chicken
Soup for the Soul series of
books.

The free workshop, which is
open to the public, will include
complimentary child care.
To ensure adequate seating,
reservations are requested by
calling (313) 359-3000.

Entertainment books
The Beckridge Chorale

is selling the 2010
Entertainment Book to sup-
port its vocal scholarship
program. The book contains
hundreds of 2-for-l and 50-
percent discounts at airlines,
restaurants, hotels, car rent-
als, movie rentals, theater and
sports events, and much more.

Retail cost is $35; your cost
is $20. Save money and sup-
port the BeckRidge Chorale.

Call (734) 459-6829 to
order. Books will be delivered
in the Plymouth area upon
request.

. A Holiday Sale!
\ t - •» * * A n Amazing Toy Wonderland!

- ^ S A V E 1 0 - 4 0 %
ON 1000S OF TOYS
Dolls & Activities!

Ends 1/H/iO

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop 3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley
248-543-3115 Mon-Wed 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30, Fri & Sat 10-5:30 www, dollhospital.com

LARGE
PIZZA

A TIP of the Hat
Building trades workers living in

the Wayne County community extend their thanks to

The Dailey Company
The Name for Quality, Integrity and Professionalism in Consultation

And to the

for employing local building trades workers
for the construction of the new 16th District Court House.

15574 Middlebelt Road
Livonia • 734-261-4740

21019 Farmington Road
Farmington Hills * 248-474-5353

KS

Mayor Jack Kirksey, Steve Dailey and Mark King outside of
the new 16th District Court House.

Good jobs employing
Michigan workers:

• Help workers support local businesses.
• Make it possible to make contributions

to churches and charitable
organizations.

• Keep tax dollars in the community.
• Allow workers to afford health

insurance and enjoy retirement
benefits

Hiring Michigan Worker**
for Michigan Jobs Builds

a Better Community
One Brick at m Time

~Thank You~ from the
Bricklayers & Allied Craft Workers
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Plenty of ways to enjoy break on a budget
BY MAGGIE WUNDERUCH

CORRESPONDENT

Looking for fun and inex-
pensive family activities dur-
ing winter break? The follow-
ing is a compilation of budget
and kid-friendly places in or
near Canton:

Bowling
o Super Bowl, 45100 Ford

Road, Canton (734) 459-6070
- get a 'Kidz Fun Pack' for
$6.95 per youth and includes 2
games of bowling, use of rental
shoes, a hotdog and a small
soft drink; good for any week-
day school is out 10 a.m. to 4
p.m, Monday-Friday

Restaurants:
8 Tim & Sally's Awesome

Eats, 4171S. Canton Road,
Canton (734) 398-5500 - kids
eat free, per adult purchase
of $5.95, on Mondays after 4
p.m.; restaurant also offers
daily breakfast, non-smok-
ing atmosphere, daily entree
choices and beer and wine.

«Denny's Restaurant, 39550
Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth,
(734) 459-0880; every day
from 4-10 p.m.; from kid's
menu, free with purchase of
each adult entree; drinks are
not included.

• IKEA of Canton, 41640
Ford Road, Canton, (734) 981-
6300; 990 breakfast 9:30-11
a.m. Free child care while you
shop or eat.

• Logan's Roadhouse, 39605
Ford Road, Canton, (734)
844-6067; Monday through
Wednesday; ages 12 and
under; kid's meal for $2.99;
two adult meals for $13.99-

• Rio Wraps, 15167 Sheldon
Road, Plymouth (734) 416-
3995; Mondays; ages 12 and
under; free with purchase (not
on value menu); also, offers

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

There's plenty to do during the
holiday break at the Plymouth
District Library.

value menu for about $6.00.
• Rose's Restaurant, 201

North Canton Center Road,
Canton (734) 981-9904;
Mondays from 4-10 p.m.; for
ages 10 and under; kid's meal
is free with purchase of adult
entree; also free soft-serve ice-
cream on Tuesdays, with pur-
chase of entree or kid's meal.

Exercise
9 Summit on the Park,

46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton (734) 394-5460 -
Swimming fun - on New Year's
Eve there is open swim from
2:30-5 p.m. for only $3.00 per
person;.

Also, take advantage of these
New Year's Eve FREE health
& wellness opportunities: 8
a.m., Outdoor Fun Run (40-
minute jaunt through Heritage
Park); 9:15 a.m., Cardio Blast

Class (great for an early calorie
burn); 10:15 a.m., 30-Minute
Weight Workout (quick way to
start New Year's resolution).

Movies
• Penn Theatre, 760

Penniman Avenue, Plymouth,
734 453-0870 - only $3 per
person; showing Cloudy with a
Chance of Meatballs (rated G)
and Amelia (rate PG-13); call
for days and times;

• Village Theatre at Cherry
Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Canton, only $1 per per-
son; showing Disney/Pixar's
"UP"; call for days and times;
advance tickets available at
Summit on the Park.

• Emagine Theater in
Canton; 39535 Ford road in
Canton; (888) 319-3456; call
for movies, times and prices.

Craft fun. story time
• Buffalo Wild Wings, 41980

Ford Road, Canton (734)
844-9464; free crafts and
clown entertainment is on
Wednesdays from 5-8 p.m.;
ages 12 and under pay $1.99
for kid's meal on Wednesdays
and Sundays.

• Canton Borders, 43435
Ford Road, Canton, (734)
844-2090; story times on
Saturdays at 11 a.m.; for ages
10 and under.

• Canton Public Library,
1200 South Canton Center
Road, Canton (734) 397-0999;
call to register; days and times
vary.

• Plymouth District Library,
223 S. Main Street, Plymouth
(734) 453-0750; call to regis-
ter; days and times vary.

Be sure to call first to con-
firm if these promotions are
still valid. Now - go have a
terrific outing with your fam-
ily without spending a small
fortune.

ROBINSON
FROM PAGE A1

narrowed the field of can-
didates in a process that
ultimately led to Robinson's
hiring.

"We just feel that she will be
a great addition to the town-

ship," LaJoy said. "She will be
able to coordinate legal activi-
ties. To this point, no one has
done that."

Local officials have said many
municipalities already have
such employees, and LaJoy
said the new post will usher in
"a tremendous opportunity for
savings" in coming years.

Robinson earned her

undergraduate degree from
Michigan State University's
James Madison College in
1999, majoring in interna-
tional relations and political
economy. She also received a
law degree from Case Western
University School of Law in
Cleveland, Ohio.

dclem@hometownlife.com I (30) 222 2238

JAC0U1WUNDERLICH

Pauline Sweeney and Stacy Bezverkov came from Dearborn to enjoy a meal at Tim and Sally's in Canton.

00^^^^^mm»^"'

'UK JOB k

Dec. 27 Dec. 28 Dec. 29 Dec. 30 Dec. 31 'foid

EMBELLISHfYOUR LIF

air
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ONLY $ 6 0 PER CREDIT HOUR.
SEE? YOU'RE SMARTER ALREADY.

Foundation provides
donors a lasting legacy

If you think you're too smart for community
college, here's something else to think
about: even if you're planning to go on for
a four-year degree, you can do your first
two years at OCC for 1 /A of the cost of a
state university — just $60.10 per credit hour
for Oakland County residents. And there's
a full range of financial aid opportunities
available, including scholarships, grants,
loans and work study programs.

With campuses in Auburn Hills, Farmington
Hills, Royal Oak, Southfield and Waterford,
there's sure to be an OCC campus near
you. We also offer many of our classes at
night, for students who work during the day.

Enroll now for Winter classes. Touch*Tone
and Web registration now through January 8.
Final walk-in registration at all campuses is
January 6, 7 and 8. Classes begin Monday,
January 1 1.

The Plymouth Community
Foundation continues to oper-
ate under the radar even as it
continues to do good works.

Formed in August 2005,
the foundation was designed
to build permanent funds to
support the non-profit orga-
nizations and programs that
benefit Plymouth citizens.

"The Plymouth Community
Foundation provides contribu-
tors a lasting and personal phil-
anthropic legacy for individuals,
families and organizations,"
said Plymouth Community
Foundation Advisory Committee
member Fran Toney, the for-
mer executive director of the
Plymouth Community Chamber
of Commerce.

One of the foundation's
first - and largest - grants
was a $10,000 grant to Youth
Leadership Plymouth, a pro-
gram that encourages eighth-
graders to become active par-
ticipants in the community.

"Our youth represent the
Community Foundation's mis-
sion in its best sense," said
James Jabara, the PCF chair.
"They are the connection
between today and tomorrow."

The Community Foundation
of Plymouth is advised by a
committee of local community
leaders, including Jabara and
vice-chair William Lawson, a
local attorney. Advisory com-
mittee members include Toney,
Jeanne Knopf DeRoche,

Stella Greene, Dan Herriman,
Penny La Joy, Bill Lawton,
Ron Loiselle, James McKeon,
Walter Menard, Abe Munfakh,
Salem Samaan and James
Vermeulen, Sr.

The Foundation accepts
charitable gifts of cash and
non-cash (stocks, bonds,
Mutual funds, real estate).
Methods of giving include
outright, estates and bequests,
life insurance and retirement
plans, charitable remainder
and lead trusts.

As a public charitable trust
CFP offers donors the benefit
of state and federal charitable
tax credits.

For more information call
William Lawson (734) 455-2245.

Robbery attempt lands Ann Arbor man in jail
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BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

An Ann Arbor man who
tried to rob a woman inside
the Arctic Edge Ice Arena in
Canton has been sentenced
to prison for 18 months to 15
years.

Justin Daniel Price, 22, has
started serving time behind
bars after he pleaded guilty in
Wayne County Circuit Court to
a charge of assault with intent
to commit an unarmed rob-
bery, stemming from an Aug.
3 incident inside the ice arena
on Michigan Avenue between
Canton Center and Beck roads.

Price admitted he tried to
steal a woman's purse. Police

arrested him after receiving
several tips based on a suspect
photo obtained from surveil-
lance cameras inside the facility.

Price's guilty plea averted
what could potentially have
been a longer sentence if he
had gone to trial and been
convicted. He was charged
as a fourth-degree habitual
offender, and authorities have
said he could have faced penal-
ties ranging up to life in prison
because of his prior criminal
record.

Canton police have said the
surveillance cameras cap-
tured photos of Price walk-
ing through Arctic Edge Ice
Arena and trying to steal
the woman's purse around 6

p.m. Monday, Aug. 3. He then
fled the scene following what
authorities described as a
slight struggle.

Price already was on proba-
tion when he was arrested.
According to the Michigan
Department of Corrections,
his previous offenses included
third-degree home invasion,
assaulting and resisting a
police officer, and breaking
and entering a building.

MDOC records indicate
that Price had been warned
not to break any laws when he
had been released and placed
on probation for the earlier
offenses.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Canton church collects clothing for needy

Cheek us out on the Web every day at hometoplife.oom

Continuing through 8 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 27, and having
begun the previous night at
7 p.m., senior high youth and
their adult advisers will spend
the night outdoors in the park-
ing lot at Geneva Presbyterian
Church in Canton. This event
is to raise awareness of those
who are homeless in the metro

Detroit area and to solicit cloth-
ing donations for those in need.

The church is on Sheldon
(west side), north of Ford. The
contact person is the Rev.
Bryan Smith, pastor, (734)
459-0013.

Donations of warm winter
clothing, winter outerwear,
blankets, sleeping bags and

toiletries will be accepted
through Jan. 8. Organizers ask
that furniture not be donated,
along with no appliances, toys
or household items. Donations
may be brought to the church
during office hours, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Friday,
or left in the drop box outside
the church entrance.
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a tea at
BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
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Lois Panackia of Livonia
spent time Monday with other
members of the Daughters
of the American Revolution,
celebrating the group's lineage
to the Revolutionary War that
founded the United States.

And it was all a little
fun, a holiday tea complete
with Christmas carols at
Greenmead Historical Park
in Livonia. The 30 members
enjoyed tea sandwiches, veg-
etables and dip and cookies at
the private luncheon.

"The food is excellent,"
Panackia said.

It was just a fun little
gathering for the historical
society for the holidays, said
Marie Preuss, vice regent
for the DAR's Plymouth and
Northvillc chapter

Preuss is a descendent of
Nicholas Stansell of New
York. After joining the DAR,
she found out that Stansell's
son is buried at a cemetery at
a Northville church on Eight
Mile Road, not far from where
Preuss lives.

The group promotes histori-
cal events. Constitution Week
is the third week in September.
"We get involved with reading
the Constitution," Preuss said.
A speaker appeared recently
before the group to discuss
the signers of the Constitution
and what lengths they went
through to sign the document,
she said.

Sue Daniel, chair of
the Livonia Historical
Commission, said the
DAR was a natural fit for
Greenmead, given the park's
history. "That's what this
building is for," Daniel said of
the Alexander Blue House.

Jean Hill, former owner of
the Greenmead property who
sold it to the city of Livonia
in 1976, was a member of
the DAR, Daniel said. "She
belonged to this chapter and

Ronni Curtis pours tea. She lives in Canton. PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Sarah Ann Cochrane chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution gather at Greenmead Historical Park's
Alexander Blue House for a holiday tea.
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Lois Panackia of Livonia enjoys the tea.

was a member of this group,"
Daniel said.

Kathleen Ripley Leo's
grandmother was a member of
the DAR, as she was a descen-
dant of soldier Elkanah Dyer.
Leo has been a member for
25 years. "I participate for my
grandchildren," she said.

She planned to sing
Christmas carols for the group
that day, including Oh Holy
Night, Conventry Lullaby and
God Bless America.

Marie Preuss is vice regent for the
DAR's Plymouth and Northville chapter.

Panackia thinks this nation's
history is important to remem-
ber. "Our future depends on
our heritage," she said. "You
know where you came from.

"It's important to me in
different ways. I think about
them when I turn on the hot
water, or even cold water. They
survived all the hard times.
I appreciate everything they
went through."

kabramcz@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2591 Barbara Hudgins of Northville and Mary Hsziett of Plymouth pass the tea sandwiches.

om's not acting like herself. Dad seems a bit forgetful. Maybe something is just a bit off.

As you spend time with your family this holiday season you may notice subtle changes in

i your parents or other elderly family and loved ones. Waltonwood Senior Living can help

you identify these changes and decide what next steps are in everyone's best interests. And since

our communities offer different levels of care, we're able to meet your loved ones changing needs.

Comfortable apartments * Delicious well-balanced meals # Housekeeping and maintenance * Personalized care services

Events and social activities • Scheduled transportation m Staff on-site 24-hours a day

Call or visit the Waltonwood Senior Living community near you today and let us help you make a

decision in the best interest of your entire family.
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