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lappy meals

Since 1979, McDonald’s Happy
Meals have changed the way fami-
lies enjoy lunch and dinner out
together. To celebrate the 30th
birthday of the Happy Meal, the
Southeast Michigan McDonald’s
Operators Association brings its
traveling exhibit to the Canton
Public Library through Jan. 4.

The exhibit contains many of
the different specialty toys and
artifacts that have been included
in the Happy Meal since its intro-
duction.

The Canton Public Library is
located at 1200 S. Canton Center.
In addition, Ronald McDonald,
McDonald’s Chief Happiness
Officer, will make a special appear-
ance 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23, for
a special children’s show.

Job fair

The Southeast Michigan
Community Alliance has teamed
with Community Bowling Centers
to help employers find the right
candidates to fill their job open-
ings, and to help dislocated work-
ers find employment and help
relieve a little stress.

Super Bowl Lanes in Canton is
one of the hosting locations for
these job fairs 1-4 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 11

Jobseekers will be speaking
with employers and taking in
some free bowling. Qualifying
businesses will have open posi-
tions ready to be filled immedi-
ately. Organizers are anticipating
alarge turnout at these events.

Businesses can secure a space
for their business by contacting
Enkelejda Gjini, (734) 229-3570
or via e-mail at enkelejda.gjini@
Sermca.org.

Job seekers must be registered
on the Michigan Talent Bank and
pre-register for each job fair at a
SEMCA Michigan Works Service
Center to participate. To locate
the closest service center visit
www.semca.org/onestops.html.

Super Bow Lanes is located
at 45100 Ford Road in Canton.
Participants are being asked to park
in the north lot and enter the build-
ing through the north entrance.

Luminaria sale

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestras will be selling
Luminaria kits for the holiday
season. Each kit will consist of
10 white paper bags as well as 10
candles. The kits can be purchased
for $5 in Plymouth at Gabriala’s,
Saxton’s, Sideways, and The
Plymouth Canton Symphony office
located at 774 N. Sheldon Road.

The Luminaria kits are avail-
able through Dec. 24. For further
information contact the Plymouth
Canton Symphony Society at
(734)-451-2112.

Kayla Glass, Jennifer Porter 6f the Youth and Teen center, Chelsea Sikes and Canton Police Officer Dan Woodward shop for a DVD

player for somebody's mom (it's a secret!).

- Shopping spree

Police, youngsters clean up at Meijer

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The interaction between Canton
Police officers and some neighbor-
hoods in the township isn't always
totally positive. ,

So when Canton Leisure Services
officials come looking for at-risk
neighborhoods to benefit from
some of their outreach programs,
it’s pretty easy for police to identify
just such areas.

That’s how Canton Police Reserve
officers, Leisure Services staffers
and more than two dozen young-
sters from around the township
ended up Thursday at the Canton
Meijer, ready to take place in the
annual “Shop with a Cop” program.

Meijer donated $1,400 for 14
at-risk youngsters to spend on
Christmas presents for themselves,
friends or family members.

“It gives kids an opportunity
to buy Christmas stuff they nor-
mally wouldn’t get a chance to buy,”
said Kristine Natoli, the Leisure
Services program coordinator. “It
also allows them to see public safety
in a positive way because we buddy
them up with a reserve officer.”

Chelsea Sikes of Canton, taking
part in the program for the second
time, pointed cut the chance to de
some of her own shiopping made her
feel better about her purchases.

“Instead of going to my parents
for money to buy them gifts, I have
this,” Chelsea said. “I feel better
knowing I got them presents they
didn’t actually pay for.”

More importantly, everyone
agrees, the “Shop with a Cop” pro-
gram — and the township’s other
outreach programs — gives Canton
youngsters a more positive interac-
tion with police. :

“It’s a chance to connect with
younger people and get to know

Officer Andrew Curry shops with Kyra Tarrance and Tiara Olvir. They were among more
than a dozen Canton youngsters who took advantage of the ‘Shop with a Cop’ program.

PHOTOS BY BiLL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

them, their interests,” said Reserve
Officer William Askew, who talked
about school and other interests with
his shoppers. “Any time kids can have
a positive experience with the police,
it leaves a lasting impression.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

IKEA reopens
after flood
damage repair

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After wondering how many shop-
ping days Tuesday’s floading would
cost them, officials at the Canton
IKEA reopened to the public on
a limited basis Thursday, then
reopened everything but it’s chil-
dren’s playland on Saturday.

IKEA, closed since a fire supres-
sion sprinkler ruptured in the early
hours of Tuesday morning, opened
its first-floor Market Hall, self-serve
warehouse and second-floor restau-
rant Thursday.

The second-floor showroom
opened Saturday after store officials
got approval from the Canton fire
marshal, store manager Kelly Frieze
said.

As areward to patient custom-
ers, IKEA officials are offering free
breakfast to shoppers 9:30-10:30
a.m. daily and 10-11 a.m. Sunday
through Jan. 10. Kids will be able to
eat free all day through Jan. 10.

Officials said they’d also start their
sale offers four days early — Dec. 22
— to give shoppers a chance to catch

_ up on shopping they missed while

the store was closed.

The closure was forced when a
sprinkler head ruptured around 2:30
a.m. Tuesday, flooding the main
showroom. T

Frieze estimated “thousands of
gallons” of water spilled into the
main showroom, causing significant
damage to inventory and display
items there. The store’s warchouse,
Frieze said, was undamaged.

Frieze wouldn’t estimate how

. much monetary damage was done.

The flood came at a bad time, just 10
days before Christmas.

“There’s never a good time, but
this is certainly inopportune,” said
Frieze, who noted he’d been deal-
ing with unhappy customers all day.
“People drive from all over to visit
us. We service the local community,
certainly, but we're also a regional
destination. We understand it’s frus-
trating.” :

More information is available at’
the retailer’s Web site (www.ikea.
com) or by calling (734) 981-6300.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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Crews from Jarvis disaster recovery helped
IKEA staffers reopen, at least partially, two
days after flooding forced the retailer to close.
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ights to brighten Heritage Park fields

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Heritage Park’s athletic fields are expected to
receive new energy-efficient lights by mid-March,
in 2 move projected to save $121,500 in energy
costs over the next 25 years.

The project, funded by federal stimulus dollars
and timed to avoid disrupting the next playing
season, involves removing lights installed more
than 25 years ago on the two softball fields and
replacing them with 60 luminaries mounted on 10
new athletic field poles.

“I think it’s great they’re investing in the fields
and making them better for the Canton youth,”
said Dale Ebeling, a coach with the Greater
Canton Youth Baseball Softball Association.

The $272,950 project involves installing new
wiring, foundations, poles, fixtures and controls
using money Canton has been awarded from the
federal Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block
Grant, or EECBG, program.

After receiving nine bids, the Canton Township
Board of Trustees has hired Mt. Pleasant-based J.
Ranck Electric Inc. — the lowest qualified bidder

Youth teams and others who use the fields at Heritage Park
are expected to benefit from new, energy-efficient lights

to be installed early next year,

— to complete the work. The company has a his-

tory of completing similar projects.

Work on Heritage Park’s athletic fields is part of
alarger, $754,100 share of EECBG grants Canton
has been awarded for so-called “green” projects.

Please see LIGHTS, A3
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* “Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the comniunity. Items will

" runon a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Holiday take-out

Spend less time in the kitch-
en this holiday season and
purchase delicious Holiday
Carry-out hors d’'oeuvres
and dinners from Summit
Gourmet by Continental.

These festive fests will be
available next week at the
Summit on the Park, located
at 46000 Summit Parkway
in Canton. Choose from the
following hors d'oeuvres:
Antipasti Platters; Shrimp
Cocktail Platters; and Garden
Vegetable Crudités.

‘Dinner menu options,
~ include: Spiral Bone in Ham
. with Orange Glaze; Salmon
En Croute; and Tenderloin
of Beef. All dinners include
tossed garden salad and *
assorted dinner rolls. Dinners
will comie complete with heat-
ing instructions and a choice
of two of the following sides:
Sweet Potatoes, Whipped
Potatoes, Herb Roasted
Redskins, or Homemade
Macaroni and Cheese. In addi-
tion, choose one side of veg-

etables from a choice of: Green
Bean Almandine or Seasonal
Vegetable Blend. For dessert,
choose either a homemade
Cherry or Peach Cobbler.

For dinner and hors d'oeuvres
prices, visit www.cantonfun.
org. Orders for these delicious
dinners must be placed by Dec.
19. All gourmet dinners will be
available for pick up Tuesday,
Dec. 22, and Wednesday,

Dec. 23, from 3-6 p.m. in the
Banquet Sale} Office of the
Sumimit on the Park.

To place an order or for
more information, call (734)
394-5487 or visit www.can-
tonfun.org.

Pinocchhio on stage

- Enjoy a musical adaptation
of “Pinocchio” at the Historic
Marquis Theatre in downtown
Northville through Jan.24.
“Pinocchio” is the story of
how a wooden puppet, lovingly
hand-carved by Gepetto the -
toymaker, becomes a real boy.

Performances are Saturdays,
Dec 26,Jan. 2, Jan. 9, Jan,

2780, & Ao vy SR Ty o

16 and Jan. 23; Sundays Dec.
20, Dec. 27, Jan. 3, Jan. 10,
Jan. 17, Jan. 24; and Monday-
Wednesday, Dec. 28-30. All
performances are at 2:30 p.m.
Tickets for all performances

ST e y
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~ References Available
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8 Week Session
Runs
January
February 26
Beginners
}Welcome.
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reduce fatigue.
® nghly
teachers Wi
disciplines.
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.

are $8.50 each (no children
under the age of 3). Group
rates and reserved seating for
20 or more. Birthday parties
and Scout days available.

For more information please
call the Marquis Theatre at
(248)349-8110 or visit the
theater’s Web site www.north-
villemarquistheatre.com.

New Year activities

Folks looking for cool places
to go and neat things to do to
celebrate the arrival of 2010
can check out all of the fun
and family-friendly offerings
that Canton Leisure Services
has arranged:

* Burn Some Calories -
Enjoy some FREE Health &
Wellness opportunities at the
Summit on the Park, located
at 46000 Summit Parkway.
Drop in to participate in the
following wellness programs.
No registration is needed for:
8 a.m., Outdoor Fun Run
(Meet in the Summit Maple
Room to start this 40-min-
ute jaunt through beautiful
Heritage Park); 9:15 a.m.,
Cardio Blast Class; 10:15 a.m.,
30-minute weight workout.

» Catch a Flick - The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill, located
at 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
will host a movie matinee at
10:30 a.m. featuring Disney/
Pixar’s “UP” for just $1.
Advance tickets available at
the Summit on the Park, locat-
ed at 46000 Summit Parkway.
If tickets remain, they will be
available at the Village Theater
Box Office on Dec. 31 begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m.

» Hit the Road - Form a
team of family/friends and
join us for a Photo Road Rally.
All ages welcome. Only $10
per team. Registration is cur-
rently underway. Rally Rules/
Registration Information
is available at Cantonfun.
org. For more details, call the
Summit at (734) 394-5460.

» Take a Dip - Family Open
Swim at the Summit will run
from 2:30-5 p.m. for only -
$3 per person. The Aquatic
Center, located at 46000
Summit Parkway, will remain
open for this special swim
after the Summit closes to the
public at 2 p.m.

» “Putting on the Glitz,” an
evening of comedy and celebra-
tion brought to you by Kickers
All-Star Grill and The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. Count
down to midnight after an
hilarious evening of comedy

. as three talented comedians,

WINTER DANCE
&ADULT
FITNESS CLASSES

* Be

ginning Adult Ballet

¢ Ballet Fitness

4- *Yoga

¢ Pointe
¢ Preschool Combo
¢ Pilates

* Stretch and Conditioning
s Jazz Fitness

* Ballroom Style

quahﬁed fnendl%
with tra mmg ina

professwnal
road range o0

ancers ages 3-6
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» Multiple class and family discounts

541 S. Mlll

Corner of Ann Arbor Trail/Mill (Lilley)

Plymouth, MI 48170
734.207.8970

www.MetroDanceCompany.com

Supporting the Goodfellows

Members of the local UAW presented a $4,000 check to the Wayne Goodfelfows during a fund-raiser held Dec. 12

at UYS 12 Rar and Grill in Wayne. The ann

DON GODFREY

ual event is puf on by 1S 12, Wavne-Westland school bus drivers and the

Wayne Fire Department. Money raised helps the Goodfellows provide Christmas dinner and gifts to local famifies.
Pictured are (top row from left) Canton’s Scott Gocaj, owner US 12, Wayne Fire Chief and Plymouth resident Mel
Moore, Wayne Mayor Al Haidous, Wayne City Councilman Jim Henley, Westland resident Mike Stockdale who works
at Wayne Stamping Plant and is ISA plant chairman; and Greg Poet, Michigan Assembly Plant chairman. Bottom row
from left are Wayne City Councilman Matt Mulholland, Danielle Meadows, a US 12/Goodfellows volunteer, Wayne City
Counciiwoman Pam Dobrowolski, and US 12 owner John Goci, a Westland resident and Wayne-Westland school board
member. After the event, the UAW promised to provide another $2,000 to the cause.

including headliner Kevin
Meaney, will keep you in stitch-
es. Doors will open at 6 p.m.
For dinner and show informa-
tion, call (734) 261-0555

« Just for Kids - High
Velocity Sports will offer a
lock-in for kids ages 8-13. The
party will feature a midnight
balloon-drop, noise-makers,
dancing, sports, movies, board
and card games, food and
music. For more information,
please call (734) 487-7678.

Art exhibit

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill will showcase
the art works of Robert
Throne through Jan. 3 in the
Gallery@VT. Thorne’s latest
exhibit features recent print
and pastel works.

Throne’s artwork is a mix of
process and theme. As noted
in his artist statement, Throne
states that his work is a com-
ment on the passage of time and
the elements of nature, which
affect our technological envi-
ronment. “Process is an impor-
tant component of my work; it is
never hidden, but is part of the
experience of looking.”

This multi-media art exhibit -

-LIFE HAS

at the Gallery@VT is free and
open to the public: Monday

- Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
during public performances at

the theater.

For more information about
this latest exhibition, call (734)
394-5300 or visit cantonvil-
lagetheater.org.

Breast cancer fund-raiser

Sue Turner and two of her
dearest friends will be walking
in the Michigan 3-day to raise
money for Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Research. The
event is one in which they will
walk a total of 60 miles over the
course of three days, training
hundreds of miles to get ready
for this weekend-long event.

The three wanted to do
their part in fighting against
the disease. They've created a
cookbook for people to enjoy
and also at the same time
contribute to a great cause. In
order to accomplish their goal,
they gathered recipes from
friends and family.

“The title of the book just
seemed to fall into place ...

‘3 Friends, 3 Reasons (for

walking the 3day), 3 Hearts,”

Parner said. “Our team name

ITS MOMENTS, ..

PANDORA™

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

for the walk is “BE BOLD.”
“BE BOLD?” is a statement of
power. BE BOLD to fight for
what you believe in; BE BOLD
to go beyond your comfort
zone ... the list is endless.”

The book consists of 400
wonderful recipes. Including
the trio’s signature cookie “Be
Bold! Chocolate Peanut Butter
Bites.”

Each book is $15. Additional
shipping charges may apply for
non-local buyers.

For more information, con-
tact Turner at turnercrew@
comcast.net or (734) 812-2937.

Hospice volunteers

Compassionate Care Hospice
is a community-based organi-
zation committed to provid-
ing excellent hospice care for
patients and their families. The
group is currently seeking car-
ing and dedicated individuals
to provide support by being a
friendly visitor to patients in
the Western Wayne County
area. Training is provided.

For more information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Volunteer Coordinator, toll=. . .
free (888) 983-9050 or e-mail -
at achristensen@cchnet.net. -

Z?nam:%zg o/ 4 white Christmas

/
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Eagle eyes a project

Plymouth-Canton scout restores park's bridge

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Christopher Crile didn’t have
to look far for his Boy Scout
Eagle project. It was install-
ing a new bridge over the
Tonquish Creek in the William
P. Holliday Park Nature
Preserve. )

“It’s right behind my house.
I've walked in the park many
times with friends and family,”
said Crile, a junior at Livonia
Churchill High School. “One of
my neighbors is in her 80s and
she would shimmy across (the
remains of an old bridge).”

After his parents divorced,
Crile said his mother moved to
Canton but he wanted to com-
plete his education in Livonia
and now lives with his grand-
parents in Westland.

Initially, Crile contacted
Wayne County Parks know-
ing the difficulties with
maintaining the park. Plans
for the project developed
after Crile met with Carol
Clements, a county naturalist,
and William Craig, president
of the Holliday Nature Park
Association.

“The boardwalk was sug-
gested because it was more
meaningful — the park was
split (without a bridge),” said
Crile, 17.

The original bridge across
the creek, which connected the

Koppernick and Newburg sec-
tions of the park, was 10 feet
wide and 46 feet long. Many of
the bridge planks disappeared
over the years, and in 2007
vandals stripped the bridge to -
leave only a skeleton of steel
trusses.

Working with his grandfa-
ther, Larry Snowden, a retired
Ford plant manager, Crile
spent four months develop-
ing plans for a four-foot wide
by 46-foot long wooden foot
bridge with a railing that uti-
lized the existing steel trusses.
The plans were submitted
and approved by the Wayne
County Parks Engineering
Department.

To pay for the project, Crile
knocked on doors and was per-
sistent in making phone calls.
Among the donors: Holliday
Nature Association gave $200;
Wayne County Parks donated
material valued at $250; the
Canton Home Depot donated
$25 in materials; and Crile’s
neighbors donated $225.

The bridge construction
took place on Halloween
when 37 volunteers, mostly
scouts and parents from Boy
Scout Troop 1539, met at the
Snowden home on Warren and
built the bridge in eight-foot
segments. The completed sec-
tions were then carried to the
bridge site for assembly.

The volunteers also brought

chain saws and cleared about
15 trees that had fallen over
the walking trails spending a
total of 198 man hours to com-
plete the bridge project and
clear trails.

“We've been to other Eagle
projects, so we know how to
use power tools with simple
directions,” said Crile, who
began his career as scout
as a sixth-grader at Fiegel
Elementary School. “It’s a
Plymouth-Canton area troop
but it was close to my house.
It’s on the Livonja~-Westland
border — that’s where most of
the members are from.”

At the request of HNPA
President William Craig, Crile
made a presentation on his
project ai the HNPA general
meeting.

“Chris did a great job. He
gave a PowerPoint presen-
tation at our meeting. We
were all impressed with that
young man and his efforts,”
said HNPA member Marty
Johnson.

Crile’s project still needs to
go before a board of review
before his Eagle rank is award-
ed.

“I am very proud of what my
grandson has accomplished
and itis a place I plan to visit
for many years to come,” said
Snowden.

frogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428

LIGHTS
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The township is expected to
pay the contractor and get
reimbursed.
Other forthcoming, energy-
efficiency projects will include:
« Using $455,300 to replace
132 street/parking lights and

800 Woodward Avenue

3 Blocks North of Jefferson

Located in Detroit’s Meeting Place, Across from the Compuware Building and Hard Rock Cafe,

Mon.-Thurs.....1Tam - 10 pm
Friday.............11am - Midnight
Sofurday........10 am - Midnight
Sunday...........Noon - 8 pm

15 sidewalk luminaries on
township-owned properties,
such as around the adminis-
tration building on Canton
Center, with energy-saving
LED, or light-emitting diode,
lighting.

» Using $28,000 on recy-
cling education efforts to boost
the township’s single-stream,
curbside program that allows
households to place all their

2
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recyclable materials in the
same bins.

Canton Leisure Services
Director Ann Conklin has
called the energy-efficiency
grants a “terrific” way for the
township to move forward
with some much-needed proj-
ects, conserve energy and save
money.

dclem@hometownfife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Christopher Crile (right) got help with his Eagle Scout project from his grandfather Larry Snowden and fellow Boy Scouts

and friends in replacing a portion of the bridge crossing Tonquish Creek in the William P. Holliday Park Nature Preserve,
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