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Santa & pizza

Some 150 children got a chance
to let Santa know exactly what
they want for Christmas and
share a slice of pizza with the Jolly
OV’ Elf when the Canton Rotary
sponsored a “Pizza with Santa”
luncheon Saturday at the Roman
Forum.

The highlight of the event was
a helicopter fly-in by Santa. The
event included pizza, salad, and
beverage for all attendees, a cook-
ie decorating craft, and a chance
for all children to present their
wish lists to and have their picture
taken with Santa.

Canton Rotary officials
offered thanks to all who helped
in the endeavor including Dave
James and the Dave James
Helicopter Service for flying

-Santa in for the event, Jeff and
Kim Mitchell from Deepblue
Photography for sharing their
photographic skill and Greg
Gatto and the Roman Forum for
hosting the event.

Lacrosse help

The Canton Chiefs lacrosse
team holds a fund-raiser Saturday
in conjunction with the Schwans
home delivery service.

Schwans will have a truck
parked in the Canton High
School parking lot 9 a.m. to noon
Saturday, Dec. 19, with a full
selection of Schwans products.
Schwans will donate a percent-
age of sales back to the team; the
higher the sales, the bigger the
percentage.

To ensure availability, pre-
orders are encouraged. Buyers
should let Schwans know theyre
supporting the lacrosse program.

For more information, contact
Jay at SchwanmanJay@yahoo.
com

Holiday magic

Las Vegas magician Aaron
Radatz performs two holiday
magic shows at The Village
Theater of Cherry Hill in Canton
2 and 7 p.m. Dec. 27.

Radatz’s award-winning
show will be customized to fit
the holiday spirit and caters
to the entire family. Radatz
has had recent appearances on
Fox’s Masters of Itlusion and
other live metro Detroit area
performances such as Soaring
Eagle Casino, Cedar Point
Amusement Park, Andiamo
Celebrity Showroom, or The
Detroit Tigers.

Tickets to these family shows
are available online at www.can-
tonvillagetheater.org. Visit www.
aaronradatz.com for the latest

PHOTOS BY JOHNATHON FIDLER

Hundreds of people gathered in downtown PlymouthlSunday for the annual candlelight vigil of The Compassionate Friends of

Wayne County-Livonia chapter.

Keeping memories alive

Candlelight vigil honors children gone too soon

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Sandy Lucas of
Canton lost her daughter to
a sudden heart ailment in
August 2008, she lost not only
her daughter, but her best
friend.

Lucas, who owns Lucas
Nursery in Canton, was in
Plymouth’s Kellogg Park -
Sunday night with other moth-
ers, fathers, friends and rela-
tives who've lost their daugh-
ters, sons, best friends, all
gathered to hear their child’s
name one more time.

Lucas and hundreds of
others dodged the raindrops
for the annual candlelight
vigil sponsored by The
Compassionate Friends,
Western Wayne County
(Livonia) Chapter, in conjunc- .
tion with Children’s Memorial
Day.

“We tell (Nancy) we miss her,
tell her we love her,” said Sandy [
Lucas, who attended the cer-
emony with Nancy’s brother,
Bob. “It just makes you feel
closer.”

Lucas said she found out
about the Compassionate
Friends’ ceremony from a
customer. Missing Nancy, and
watching the 3-year-old son,

. shoppers tour IKEA each day, but put the

Flood crimps
IKEA's style

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Kelly Blair and her mother, Sherry,
stood on the doorstep at the IKEA store
in Canton, staring at the big yellow sign in
disbelief.

The sign was announcing the unexpect-
ed closing of the store — which turned out
to be caused by a ruptured fire suppression
sprinkler that dumped thousands of gal-
lons of water into the store’s main show-
room — and suggested shoppers could still
access IKEA goods online.

The Blairs, who traveled from the
Benton Harbor area specifically to com-
plete their Christmas shopping, weren’t
interested in the retailer’s Web site.

“We came just for IKEA,” said Kelly
Blair, who said the drive took more
than two hours. “It was a big part of our
Christmas shopping. This is crazy, I'm
pretty upset.” ’

She wasn't the only one. Store manager
Kelly Frieze couldn't say exactly how many

number “in the thousands,” all of whom
were turned away Tuesday and weren’t
Iikely to get back in until the weekend.

That’s because the sprinkler head rup-
tured around 2:30 a.m. Tuesday, flooding
the main showroom and forcing the popu-.
lar retailer to close its doors. Frieze said
store officials were notified by their alarm
monitoring system.

Frieze estimated “thousands of gallons”
of water spilled into the main showroom,
causing significant damage to inventory .
and display items there. The store’s ware-
house, Frieze said, was undamaged.

" Frieze wouldnt estimate how much -
monetary damage was done, pointing out
he was awaiting the arrival of an insur-.-
ance assessment team. He said the store
would remain closed until that assessment
— along with an inventory of display items
and inventory items that needed replacing L
— could be done. : e i

i

Please see IKEA, Az

news and tour information on
Aaron Radatz. For more informa-
tion or to order tickets for either
of these exciting shows, call (734)

Conner, she left behind, gave
Lucas a reason to attend. , o—

“Conner was her whole life, and  Gail Lafferty and Pat 0'Donnell of the Compassionate Friends Livonia chapter read
* some 570 names during the group’s annuaf candlelight vigil to honor children who.died

too soon.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Barbara Hill and Jeanette Poulous head back to their
cars after finding IKEA closed. Hill, a resident of
Roval Oak, works in Livonia and likes to walk at IKEA
while on her lunch break. Poulous fives in Plymouth.

394-5460. Please see VIGIL, A2
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For Home certain fees, get exterior inspec-
Delivery call: tions and certify interior condi-
(866) 887-2737 tions received a first reading

Tuesday night by the Canton
. - Township Board of Trustees.

: A required second reading is
expected as early as the board’s
Jan. 12 meeting, and a vote that

- evening could lead to the new
GAMEIT rules becoming effective on Jan.
21.

“1 think this is a great start,”
township Supervisor Phil LaJoy
said.

6 53174 10007 8 The new ordinance amend-

Canton considers new blight ordinance §

ment comes as Tom Casari,
township engineer, told the
board Tuesday that an estimated
1,075 local homes are in some
state of foreclosure. Officials
have said the number represents
about 3 percent of Canton’s
houses. -

“We're not sure they're all
vacant,” Casari said. “There may
have been some sales (since the
numbers were compiled).”

Township officials in October
began debating a vacant proper-
ty registration and maintenance
ordinance amid concerns that
some banks and other mortgage
holders have failed to address
deteriorating conditions, fueling
complaints about neighborhood
blight and fears of eroding prop-
erty values.

Officials said the new rules
would force owners to regis-
ter properties with the town-

Earn More
in 2010!

ship within 30 days after they
become vacant. Owners would
face annual exterior-inspection
fees, possibly around $150, and

they could face additional penal- 0/0 : I.:Edera"y i
ties if they fail to fix problems APY insured by "
cited by the township. L NCUA i
wart to ensipe he vacunt prop: 2 * Minimum |
erties are safely secured and 3 Mon.th Deposit :
don’t drive down property values - Certificate $1,000 ; f

due to blight.

Local officials are expected to
review the ordinance in a year to
determine how well it is working.

Township Treasurer Melissa
McLaughlin said local officials
can rely largely on foreclosures
cited by RealtyTrac, one of the
leading sources of such infor-
mation. Officials also may seek
input from area Realtors and
neighborhood associdtions.
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W-W closes six schools, looks to save more

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The president of the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools’
largest employee union has
already put the district on
notice that it should look else-
where to trim $7 million from
its budget.

“Wayne-Westland teach-
ers are in the bottom quar-
ter in pay in Wayne County,
administrators are in the top
quarter,” said Nancy Strachan,
president of the 850-member
Wayne-Westland Education
Association. “I don’t see why
our employees should shoulder
the burden of the state.”

Her comments came
after the school board voted

‘Monday evening to close six
elementary schools and go to
a four-tiered grade configura-
tion with the start of the 2010-
11 school year.

The board voted 5-2, with
trustees Carol Middel and
John Goci dissenting, to
approve the final recom-
mendation of its 21st Century
Schools Committee and to
direct the superintendent to
pursue other avenues of cost
containment and savings. The
district is looking to trim $12
million from its budget. The
school closings will save $5
million, leaving $7 million to

(5

42637 Joy Rd., Canton, MI 48187 |
. Located at the intersection of joy Rd. & Lilley Rd.
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FINAL RECOMMENDATION

The recommendation approved by the Wayne-Westland school board is
that:

+ Six elementaries - Patchin, Madison, Kettering, Lincoln and Jefferson-
Barns elementaries in Westland and Vandenberg Elementary in Wayne

- close at the end of the current school year.

« The district change to a -4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-12 grade configuration. Adams
and Marshall middle schools will become 5-6 schools, while Stevenson
and Franklin middle schools will serve seventh- and eighth-graders.
Stevenson would feed into John Glenn High School and Franklin into
Wayne Memorial High School.

» All-day kindergarten will be offered at all K-4 buildings.

+ The 5-6 buildings will have an elementary focus with instrumental
music, world language cfasses and talented/gifted programs.

« Revised attendance boundaries for the 11 K-4 buildings, including mov-
ing students living in the area bounded by Merriman, Henry Ruff, Cherry
Hill and Avondale from the Hicks attendance area to Elfiott. Under the
final plan, five elementaries - Walker-Winter, Hamilton, Elliott, Hicks and
Schwetizer - will send students to both 5-6 schools.

+ Sixth- and seventh-graders attending Stevenson Middle School who
live in the Wayne Memorial attendance area will be given the option of
remaining there through the eighth grade.

+ The Board of Education must pursue additional cost savings.

the committee, the adminis-
trators could have served as a
resource.”

“This is one of the most
important decisions we will
have to make and it will have
profound impact on the dis-
trict,” Goci said. “It shouldn’t
be rushed through. I don’t
think this plan has the support
of the community.”

come from other areas.

“I understand the school
district faces major finan-
cial issues. I understand the
financial liability of having
underutilized school build- -
ings,” Middel said. “But I feel
too much emphasis was placed
on brick and mortar. Parents
need to feel like they're stake-
holders. With more parents on

“No one wants to close
schools, no one on the schools
committee wants to close
schools,” consultant Jeff
Rahmberg said. “This is a
big step forward to reinvent
the Wayne-Westland School
District and ensure its finan-
cial stability.”

Parents, however, chal-
lenged the decision.

“This is the third night in
a row that we've not gotten
answers,” said James Grondy
of Westland. “You promised
more programs, but when you
have to cut another $7 million,
you're going to cut the budget
and it’s going to come out of
those other schools Nothing
adds up.”

“I hope if you voted yes
that you have a long night
thinking that you're in a posi-
tion to change this,” said
Sally Madison of Westland.
“Nobody has disputed that
schools have to close, we get it.
It’s what schools and why that
we want to know.”

“I hate seeing schools closed.
Schools are the heart of a com-
munity,” board Vice President
Cindy Schofield said. “The
heart of a school is its staff,
and we have a staff that will
rise to the occasion and make
this easy for our students.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751

We offer sales,
parts & service for:
e Street Bikes
» Dirt Bikes
o ATV's
. ® Scooters
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The idea of the candlelight vigil was to create a ring of light in honor of

children who died too soon.

ViGIL

FROM PAGE A1

we tell her how much he misses
her,” Sandy Lucas said. “You
realize there are so many other
people hurting like you are. Their
hearts are broken, too, and our
hearts go out to them.”

The ceremony included the
dedication of trees decorated
with ornaments featuring the
children’s names, a candle-
light vigil, a reading of a record
570 children’s names, poetry
and songs.

The ceremony came in con-
junction with the world-wide
candle-lighting. The idea is
that, as candles burn down
in one time zone, they’re lit in
another, creating a 24-hour
memorial.

“The holidays are especially

difficult for parents who have
lost children,” said commit-
tee member Gail Lafferty of
Livonia, who organizes the
ceremony every year. “This
candle-lighting ceremony hon-
oring them helps their memo-
ries live on.”

It’s what brought Howard
Gross and Esperanza Santos-
Gross of Livonia to Kellogg
Park Sunday, the chance to
remember their son, Howard,
struck down in September
2008 by a drunk driver.

“It’s peaceful, it shows he’s
not forgotten,” Esperanza said.
“You hear your child’s name.
In your heart, you know every-
one’s holding a candle for your
baby. What you see in other
people’s eyes, is the same thing
that’s in your eyes. It gives us
comfort.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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IKEA

FROM PAGE A1

Frieze said the store would
almost certainly be closed
Wednesday, and said he was
“hopeful” the retailer could
reopen by the weekend. The
flood comes at a bad time, just
10 days before Christmas.

“There’s never a good time,
but this is certainly inoppor-
tune,” said Frieze, who noted
he’d been dealing with unhap-
py customers all day. “People
drive from all over to visit us.
We service the local commu-
nity, certainly, but we're also
a regional destination. We
understand it’s frustrating.”

No activation fee, you never sign a contract, and the first month’s free.

Tt certainly frustrated
Bridget Nicklas, who made
the 90-minute trip from
Metamora looking for a bed

for her daughter. She checked '

IKEA’s Web site before
embarking, and there was
no mention of the closure;
instead, according to Frieze,
the retailer opted for a media
alert as “the quickest way to
get the word out.” ;

“My husband took the day
off, we planned the whole day,”
said Nicklas. “T understand it’s
beyond their control, but it’ s
really frustrating.”

Frieze said customers could find
updates on the situation at the
store’s Web site, www.ikea.com

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

The first unlimited international wireless calling plan is here, and it’s from MetroPCS. Add unlimited calling to over 100 countries with
select MetroPCS plans for only $5 a month, and call all you want, anytime. The world for $5. It’s hard to believe, but it's harder to pass up.

877-BUY-MPCS
www.metropcs.com

Unlimit Yourself.
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. ltems will

run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Holiday take-out

celebrate the arrival of 2010
can check out all of the fun
and family-friendly offerings
that Canton Leisure Services
has arranged:|

¢ Burn Some Calories -
Enjoy some FREE Health &

team of family/friends and
join us for a Photo Road Rally.
All ages welcome. Only $10
per team. Registration is cur-
rently underway. Rally Rules/
Registration Information

is available at Cantonfun.

party will feature 2 midnight
balloon-drop, noise-makers,
dancing, sports, movies, board
and card games, food and
music. For more information,
please call (734) 487-7678.

Spend less time in the kitch- Wellness opportunities at the  org. For more details, call the TOVS for Tots
en this holiday season and Summit on the Park, located Summit at (734) 394-5460. The Goddard School began

purchase delicious Holiday
Carry-out hors d'oeuvres
and dinners from Summit
Gourmet by Continental.

These festive fests will be
available next week at the
Summit on the Park, located
at 46000 Summit Parkway
in Canton. Choose from the
following hors d'oeuvres:
Antipasti Platters; Shrimp
Cocktail Platters; and Garden
Vegetable Crudités.

Dinner menu options,
include: Spiral Bone in Ham
with Orange Glaze; Salmon En
Croute; and Tenderloin of Beef.
All dinners include tossed
garden salad and assorted din-
ner rolls. Dinners will come
complete with heating instruc-
tions and a choice of two of
the following sides: Sweet
Potatoes, Whipped Potatoes,
Herb Roasted Redskins, or
Homemade Macaroni and
Cheese. In addition, choose one
side of vegetables from a choice
of: Green Bean Almandine or
Seasonal Vegetable Blend. For
dessert, choose either a home-
made Cherry or Peach Cobbler.

For dinner and hors d'oeuvres

prices, visit www.cantonfun.
org. Orders for these delicious
dinners must be placed by Dec.
19. All gourmet dinners will be
available for pick up Tuesday,
Dec. 22, and Wednesday,
Dec. 23, from 3-6 p.m. in the
Banquet Sales Office of the
Summit on the Park.

To place an order or for

;Good baskets

Canton Rotary Club members - including (from left) Greg Gatto, Joan Noricks,
John Kowalski, Martha Snow, Roland Leist, Sue Kowalski, Ken Beardsley, Bill
Tesen, Lisa Kennedy, Bill Brown, Gerry Folk, Larry Oldford, and Ansel Dooley -
recently assembled 59 baskets of holiday goodies to donate to disadvantaged
senior citizens of Canton. This has been an ongoing project for over eight
years, and the baskets are delivered to Canton Township for distribution to
the township's senior citizens. Other holiday projects of the Canton Rotary
Club include sponsorship of a Pizza with Santa luncheon, Salvation Army Bell
Ringing, and donations of Christmas gifts to a needy family through the local
Goodfellows organization. The Canton Rotary Club meets every Monday at
noon at Carrabba’s Itafian Grill on Haggerty Road in Canton.

more information, call (734)
394-54:87 or visit www.can-
tonfun.org.

Happy meals

Since 1979, McDonald’s
Happy Meals have changed
the way families enjoy lunch
and dinner out together. To
celebrate the 30th birthday of
the Happy Meal, the Southeast
Michigan McDonald’s
Operators Association brings its
traveling exhibit to the Canton
Public Library through Jan. 4.

The exhibit contains many
of the different specialty toys
and artifacts that have been
included in the Happy Meal
since its introduction.

Home Delivery/Customer Service

HOW TO REACH US

.......... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)

visit us online at hometownlife.com
615 West Lafayette, Detroit, M! 48226

“The response to this exhibit
has been tremendous,” said
Willie Blue, marketing super-
visor for McDonald’s Michigan
Region. “People from all over
metro Detroit have enjoyed
reliving their Happy Meal
memories with their children.”

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center. In addition, Ronald
MeDonald, McDonald’s Chief
Happiness Officer, will make
a special appearance 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 23, for a spe-
cial children’s show.

New Year activities

Folks looking for cool places
to go and neat things to do to

In the Vlllage Commons Shopplng Center next to Bellacmo s

WE BUY DIAMONDS!

®

Dental Gold

Wedding Bands
Antique Jewelry

NOW IS THE TIME TO SELL!

Bring it in! We buy Gold, Silver, Diamonds,
Platinum, Gold & Silver Coins

Even Broken or Damaged Items are Accepted

» Bracelets .

+ Chains i%
- Coins

at 46000 Summit Parkway.
Drop in to participate in the
following wellness programs.
No registration is needed for:
8 a.m., Outdoor Fun Run
(Meet in the Summit Maple
Room to start this 40-min-
ute jaunt through beautiful
Heritage Park); 9:15 a.m.,
Cardio Blast Class; 10:15 a.m.,
30-minute weight workout.

¢ Catch a Flick - The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill, located
at 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
will host a movie matinee at
10:30 a.m. featuring Disney/
Pixar’s “UP” for just $1.
Advance tickets available at
the Summit on the Park, locat-
ed at 46000 Summit Parkway.
If tickets remain, they will be
available at the Village Theater
Box Office on Dec. 31 begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m.

e Hit the Road - Form a

» Take a Dip - Family Open
Swim at the Summit will run
from 2:30-5 p.m. for only
$3 per person. The Aquatic
Center, located at 46000
Summit Parkway, will remain
open for this special swim
after the Summit closes to the
public at 2 p.m.

o “Putting on the Glitz,” an
evening of comedy and celebra-
tion brought to you by Kickers
All-Star Grill and The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. Count
down to midnight after an
hilarious evening of comedy
as three talented comedians,
including headliner Kevin
Meaney, will keep you in stitch-
es. Doors will open at 6 p.m.
For dinner and show informa-
tion, call (734) 261-0555

» Just for Kids - High
Velocity Sports will offer a
lock-in for kids ages 8-13. The

collecting new, unwrapped
Toys for Tots on Monday, Nov.
23. The U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve Toys for Tots program
distributes the donated toys as
holiday gifts to needy children
in the community. -

The goal of the Toys for Tots
program is to not only deliver
a new toy during the holidays,
but also a message of hope
to less fortunate youngsters
throughout the United States.
The Goddard School uses
cause-related opportunities
like Toys for Tots to teach their
little students the importance
of helping others.

A Toys for Tots collection box
will be located in the lobby of
the school through Dec. 16 for
donations. The Goddard School
is located at 66977 N Canton
Center Road. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 454-4737.

Canton Leisure Services
Stocking-Stuffer Alert:
Get Your Gift Cards Today!

With the power of a Canton Leisure Services Gift Card,
you’ll be able to give plenty of memorable experiences!

Gift cards are available in any dollar amount and are redeemable at all Canton
Leisure Services locations, including: The Summit on the Park, Canton Sports Center,
Pheasant Run Golf Club and The Village Theater.

Remember:
QBSERVER e ne
ub’s nnual
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I GANNETT 2009 and save 5% off
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Golf Ciub
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