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Send memories

The holiday season is upon us
and, through the hustle and bus-
tle, we're asking our readers to let
us be a part of their celebration.

We're asking readers to send us
their favorite holiday memories
and photos to the Observer for the
special holiday edition we're plan-
ning for Thursday, Dec. 24.

Did you get a favorite gift for
Christmas, or do you have a special
memory of Hanukkah? Is therea
special tradition your family has that
makes the season merry and bright?

Share those memories with
your neighbors through us. Send
your items — be sure to include
a photo, if you can — to Observer
editor Brad Kadrich at bkad-
rich@hometownlife.com

Deadline is Friday, Dec. 18.

Santa letters

Santa Claus has started to make
his list, although sources tell the
Observer that, while he’s far from
check it twice, he is waiting by his
mailbox for youngsters’ gift lists
and letters.

The Observer wants to make sure
Santa Claus knows what children
would like this Christmas and is ask-
ing youngsters to send us letters to
him. We will publish the letters in the
newspaper during December before
sending them on to the North Pole.

The letters should be sent by e-mail
and include a snapshot of the child
writing the letter. They can be a list

. of toys, a holiday greeting for the
Jolly O Elf or whatever information
youngsters want Santa to have,

Send Santa correspondence to
bkadrich@hometownlife.com and
be sure to put “Letter to Santa” in
the subject line. Letters can also
be sent the old-fashioned way, via
postal service, to Letter to Santa,
c¢/o Brad Kadrich, 615 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, M1 48226.

Deadline is Dec. 18.

Las Vegas magician Aaron
Radatz performs two holiday
magic shows at The Village
Theater of Cherry Hill in Canton
2 and 7 p.m. Dec. 27.

Radatz’s award-winning show
will be customized to fit the holiday
spirit and caters to the entire fam-
ily. Radatz has had recent appear-
ances on Fox’s Masters of Illusion
and other live metro Detroit area
performances such as Soaring Eagle
Casino, Cedar Point Amusement
Park, Andiamo Celebrity
Showroom, or The Detroit Tigers.

Tickets to these family shows are
available online at www.cantonvil-
lagetheater.org. Visit www.aaron-
radatz.com for the latest news and
tour information on Aaron Radatz.
For more information or to order
tickets for either of these exciting
shows, call (734) 394-5460.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dave and Ronni Curtis, standing inside the Canton Historical Museum, talked of how Canton has changed over

ulet reflection

Canton marks 175th year in low-key fashion

the decades.

. BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Unlike the huge celebration
that marked Canton’s 150th
year as a township in 1984,
local officials, historians and
residents are closing out this
175th year in low-key fashion.

“It was a quiet celebration,”
said township Treasurer
Melissa McLaughlin, who
was only 5 years old when her
family “moved out here to the
boondocks” in 1962 to their
Napier Road home.

Rather than pull out their
party hats like they did for
the sesquicentennial celebra-
tion 25 years ago, the locals
this year have quietly reflect-
ed on the history of Canton,
which became a township on
March 7, 1834, three years
before Michigan became a
state. :

“We were a township
before Michigan was official-
ly admitted into the union,”
said Ronni Curtis, a Canton
Historical Society trustee.

Canton and the former
Nankin and Peking town-
ships had taken their names
after cities in China due to
enhanced trade relations
between the United States
and China.

“Canton is the only one that
still carries its own name,”
Curtis said.

Early on, Canton had its
first township supervisor,
James Safford, and Curtis
said local officials typically
met in people’s homes. It
wasn’t until 1874 that the
first township hall was built

The Cherry Hill House, built in 1865-66, was once partially used as a

general store and an upstairs dance hall. It stands today at the corner of
Ridge and Cherry Hill roads, and it houses businesses.

at Canton Center and Cherry
Hill roads for $700.

The first residents farmed
to provide for their families,
and the surplus could be sold
or bartered for goods. Locals
also had dairy farms.

“At one point, we had sev-
eral cheese factories,” Curtis
said.

Amid the farm fields and
wooded areas that made up
early Canton, two early set-
tlements — Sheldon Corners
at Sheldon and Michigan
Avenue, and Cherry Hill
at Ridge and Cherry Hill
— emerged and provided
services such as a post office,
a general store, a blacksmith,
schools and churches.

One congregation began
meeting 175 years ago near

the site where the existing
brick Cherry Hill United
Methodist Church, built in
1882, still stands and has ser-
vices. The Rev. Merlin Pratt
has said many passersby now
mistakenly believe the church
is merely an unused, historic
building, although it contin-~
ues to reach out to the com-
munity.

At one time, Canton had
nine one-room schoolhouses,
and one of them remains
as the Canton Historical
Museum on Canton Center
south of Cherry Hill.

Dave Curtis, Ronni’s hus~
band and vice president of
the historical society, said the
township became known as

Please see 175TH, A2

Inclusion group
calls for diversity
in public safety

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Plymouth-Canton group has called for a more
concerted effort to recruit minorities and make the
Canton Public Safety Department more reflective of the
increasingly racially diverse community it serves.

The group, Plymouth-Canton Citizens for Diversity
and Inclusion, has issued a statement saying the town-
ship’s recruiting and hiring practices have fallen short
and led to a situation in which 87 sworn police officers
include no racial minorities.

“We are not asking that any person or race be guaran-
teed a position,” said Anne Marie Graham-Hudak, who
chairs the group. _

However, she said minorities appear to have missed
out on local hiring practices, and “we would like to see
a cultural shift in the organization that promotes inclu-
sion.”

Township officials indicated Friday they are willing
to work with the inclusion group to broaden the list of
places where recruitment efforts and job brochures can
be focused. ‘

“We understand they have concerns, and we are will-
ing to work with them,” township Supervisor Phil LaJoy
said. “We are going to work extremely hard with them.
We're looking forward to cooperating with this group.”

Incoming Public Safety Director Patrick Nemecek,
who officially assumes his new post in January, agreed.

“We're absolutely open to the ideas that they have
as far as our recruiting,” Nemecek said, adding thata
recruiting team has been formed and the administra-
tion will seek input from the inclusion group on where
to place job brochures and focus recruitment efforts.

“We're absolutely not shutting anybody out,” Nemecek
said.

Still, township officials may face some hurdles:

 Other.than one police officer job currently wait-
ing to be filled, local positions across the township are
expected to be scarce as officials grapple with declining
revenues. Certain posts, including the deputy police
chief job Nemecek is leaving to become public safety
director, aren’t being filled to save money.

« Certain laws, such as a 2006 voter-approved ballot
measure, prohibit government institutions from giving
preferential treatment to — or discriminating against
— any person or group on the basis of race, sex, color,
ethnicity or national origin.

Plymouth-Canton Citizens for Diversity and
Inclusion members have said they believe there are cer-
tain steps, such as broadening recruitment efforts, that
can be implemented without any legal snags.

“We are hopeful the township is committed to work-
ing with us in the recruiting process and are glad they
acknowledge they have to do a better job of making the
(public safety) force reflective of the diversity in the
community,” said Jeff Shamberger, a retired business
leader and vice chair of the inclusion group.

U.S. Census data from 2000 showed Canton with a
population composed of roughly 84 percent whites, 9
percent Indian/Asian, 4.5 percent African American
and 2 percent Hispanic, among others.

However, Graham-Hudak pointed to a Census-relat-
ed American Community Survey that, for 2008, indi-
cated the percentage of white residents had fallen to
74 percent. Simultaneously, the survey estimated that
the percentage of each minority group had increased
— most significantly for the Indian/Asian group that
had risen to about 16 percent.

Inclusion group members said they will continue to
work with local officials to try to make the police ranks
— and other departments — more reflective of the com-
munity.

Please sec DIVERSITY, A2
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that those responsible for hir-

the Sweet Corn Capital of Michigan from’ “We will continue to provide ing in our community recog-
the 1950s to the 1970s, before a popula- resources for Canton, the city nize that a more diverse public
tion explosion began that transformed of Plymouth and Plymouth safety department will be a
Canton into the busthng commumty it Township to reach out to minority ~ strength in a community that
now is. applicantsinordertoseeasafety  is more diverse every year.”
Back then, farmers 'routmely took their department force more reflective Group members said any-
corn and sold it for a profit in Detroit at of our community demographics,”  one who has questions or who
the Farmers Market, he said. Graham-Hudak said. wants more information about

Loren Khogali, a vice chair
of the group, said the commit-
tee will continue to monitor
the situation. -

As recently as 1961, Canton had only
5,300 residents, compared to nearly
90,000 people who now live in homes
where farm fields once stood.

McLaughlin recalled what it was like
to live in Canton when her family moved

the group may send an e-mail
to plycancdi@gmail.com

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

here in 1962. She had a horse named hard work of school officials
Goldie that she would ride “for miles and : : : : : iR ' : across the state to cut their
miles” in the neighborhood as her dog, Spencer Grummel, Spencer Grummel Jr. and Joseph Grummel grew corn in Canton. Corn was an FROM PAGE At budgets has resulted in a

Hobo, tried to keep up with them. important cash crop to Canton farmers.
When Hobo tired out, McLaughlin would )
scoop her up and let her ride on Goldie. rules and broaden local health ordinanc-
McLaughlin attended Gallimore es.’ '
Elementary School — the only Canton- Today, the township has a nominally
based elementary at the time in the consolidated police and fire department
Plymouth-Canton district. She also of nearly 200 employees, is part of an

attended West Middle School until acclaimed school system, has the busiest

larger than expected carry for-
ward from the last fiscal year,
we must continue to find a way
to ensure stable and adequate

plague the main business strip along Ford
“Road.

It’s impossible to say what Canton will
be like when it celebrates its next major
anniversary — its 200th birthday — in
2034, and some locals wonder if they still

have tightened their belts so
much that it’s left a small sur-
plus in the fund. funding for public education
“The crisis of how we fund next year and beyond.” L
public education is real,” ‘ i
Granholm said. “While the bkadrich@hometownlife.com | {313) 222-8899 ‘

Pioneer Middle School was finished being
built, and she was a graduate of Salem
High School.

As it grew, Canton — bounded by Joy
Road to the north, Van Born to the south,

single-branch library in Michigan and has
numerous volunteer and civic organiza-
tions, which pitch in each year for popular
celebrations sueh as Liberty Fest.

Canton also has experienced growing

will be here to mark the event.

Regardless, Dave Curtis said a time
capsule buried near the Canton Historical
Museum is supposed to be unearthed that
year. And chances are the party could be

CORRECTION

A story in the Dec. 10 Observer about the Plymouth-

Hannan to the east and Napier to the
west — incorporated into a charter town-
ship, a move that ushered in new powers
to establish a police force, enforce traffic

just as big — if not bigger — than the ses-
quicentennial celebration.

“We'll be all geared up for our 200th,”
McLaughlin said.

Canton Board of Education moving its election date to odd-
year Novembers should have said the term of Trustee Nancy
Eggenberger, elected in May 2007, is scheduled to end in
November 2011.

pains, and local officials even now are
trying to secure a $20.3 million federal
grant to reshape the I-275/Ford Road
interchange to ease traffic problems that
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.
com

Business women meet

The Canton Business &
Professional Women meet
6-8:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 13,
at Rose’s Restaurant, 201 N.
Canton Center Road.

Guest speaker is Judy Ellis,
executive director of First
Step.

Holiday magic

Las Vegas magician Aaron
Radatz performs two holiday
magic shows at The Village
Theater of Cherry Hill in
Canton 2 and 7 p.m. Dec. 27.

Radatz’s award-winning
show will be customized to fit
the holiday spirit and caters to
the entire family. Radatz has
had recent appearances on
Fox’s Masters of Illusion and
other live metro Detroit area
performances such as Soaring
Eagle Casino, Cedar Point
Amusement Park, Andiamo
Celebrity Showroom, or The
Detroit Tigers.

Radatz was born and raised
in Detroit and began his
magic career at the young age
of 6 after receiving a magic
set from his grandmother
for Christmas. He contin-
ued honing his craft in these
early years while attending
Detroit Catholic Central and
Central Michigan University;
where he recently received the
Outstanding Young Alumni
Award.

When Radatz was asked
about performing in Michigan
again, he responded, “I am
thrilled to bring some magic
back to the city and the fans
who gave me my start. I can’t
wait to give them an amazing
performance.”

His show is a non-stop
journey finding magic in
everyday objects and everyday
people. Combining music,
storytelling, and audience
participation with a personal
touch, Radatz captures the
magic that we all want to
believe exists. The highlight
of the show in Canton will
feature Radatz recreating
an escape made famous by
Harry Houdini. Radatz will
be restrained in a regulation
straight jacket and hung by
his ankles 40 feet above the
stage as he tries to escape and

Friends gather

A crowd is expected tonight (Sunday) in downtown Plymouth’s Kelfogg Park
for the annual Compassionate Friends candle-lighting ceremony to honor
children who died too young. The ceremony, which starts at 7 p.m., features
poems and the reading of the names of the children who've died. Two

trees in the park will be decorated with ornaments featuring their names.
Organizers recommend attendees arrive around 6:30 p.m.

beat Houdini’s best time.

Tickets to these family
shows are available online at
www.cantonvillagetheater.
org. Visit www.aaronradatz.
com for the latest news and
tour information on Aaron
Radatz. For more informa-
tion or to order tickets for
either of these exciting shows,
call (734) 394-5460.

Happy meals

Since 1979, McDonald’s
Happy Meals have changed
the way families enjoy lunch
and dinner out together. To
celebrate the 30th birth-
day of the Happy Meal,
the Southeast Michigan
McDonald’s Operators
Association brings its trav-
eling exhibit to the Canton

Public Library through Jan. 4.

The exhibit contains many
of the different specialty toys
and artifacts that have been
included in the Happy Meal
since its introduction.

“The response to this
exhibit has been tremendous,”
said Willie Blue, marketing
supervisor for McDonald’s
Michigan Region. “People
from all over metro Detroit
have enjoyed reliving their
Happy Meal memories with
their children.”

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center. In addition, Ronald
McDonald, McDonald’s Chief
Happiness Officer, will make
a special appearance 1 p.m.

_ Wednesday, Dec. 23, for a

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

special children’s show.

Toys for Tots

The Goddard School began
collecting new, unwrapped
Toys for Tots on Monday, Nov.
23. The U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve Toys for Tots pro-
gram distributes the donated
toys as holiday gifts to needy
children in the community.

The goal of the Toys for Tots
program is to not only deliver
a new toy during the holi-
days, but also a message of
hope to less fortunate young-
sters throughout the United
States. The Goddard School
uses cause-related oppor-
tunities like Toys for Tots to
teach their little students the
importance of helping others.

A Toys for Tots collection
box will be located in the
lobby of the school through
Dec. 16 for donations. The
Goddard School is located at
6697 N Canton Center Road.
For more information, call
(734) 454-4737.

Art exhibit

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill will showcase
the art works of Robert
Throne through Jan. 3 in the
Gallery@VT. Thorne’s latest
exhibit features recent print
and pastel works.

Throne’s artwork is a mix
of process and theme. As
noted in his artist statement,
Thorne states that his work
is a comment on the passage
of time and the elements

of nature, which affect our
technological environment.
“Process is an important com-
ponent of my work; it is never
hidden, but is part of the
experience of looking.”

This multi-media art
exhibit at the Gallery@VT is
free and open to the public:
Monday - Friday 10 a.m. to 2
p-m. and during public per-
formances at the theater.

For more information about
this latest exhibition, call
(734) 394-5300 or visit can-~
tonvillagetheater.org.

Luminaria sale

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestras will be selling
Luminaria kits for the holiday
season. Each kit will consist
of 10 white paper bags as well
as 10 candles. The kits can be
purchased for $5 in Plymouth
at Gabriala’s, Saxton’s,
Sideways, and The Plymouth
Canton Symphony office
located at 774 N. Sheldon
Road.

The Luminaria kits will
also be for sale in between the
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Plymouth
Symphony “Home for the
Holidays” POPS concert that
will be taking place in the
historic Penn Theatre located
downtown Plymouth on

Thursday, Dec. 17.

The Luminaria kits are
available through Dec. 24.
For further information con-
tact the Plymouth Canton
Symphony Society at (734)-

451-2112.

Entertainment books

The Beckridge Chorale
is selling the 2010
Entertainment Book to sup-
port its vocal scholarship
program. The book contains
hundreds of 2-for-1 and 50-
percent discounts at airlines,
restaurants, hotels, car rent-
als, movie rentals, theater
and sports events, and much

more.

Retail cost is $35; your
cost is $20. Save money
and support the BeckRidge

Chorale.

Call (734) 459-6829 to
order. Books will be delivered
in the Plymouth area upon

request.

Breast cancer fund-raiser

Sue Turner and two of her
dearest friends will be walk-
ing in the Michigan 3-day

three days, training hundreds
of miles to get ready for this
weekend-long event.

The three wanted to do
their part in fighting against
the disease. They've cre-
ated a cookbook for people
to enjoy and also at the same
time contribute to a great
cause. In order to accom-
plish their goal, they gath-
ered recipes from friends and

family.

endless.”

Butter Bites.”

to raise money for Susan ers.

G. Komen Breast Cancer
Research. The event is one in
which they will walk a total
of 60 miles over the course of

2937.

i s}

“The title of the book
seemed to fall into place ...
‘3 Friends, 3 Reasons (for
walking the 3day), 3 Hearts,”
Turner said. “Our team name
for the walk is “BE BOLD.”
“BE BOLD?” is a statement
of power. BE BOLD to fight
for what you believe in; BE
BOLD to go beyond your
comfort zone ... the list is

The book consists of 400
wonderful recipes. Including
the trio’s signature cookie
“Be Bold! Chocolate Peanut

Fach book is $15.
Additional shipping charges
may apply for non-local buy-

For more information, con-
tact Turner at turnercrew(@
comcast.net or (734) 812-
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and Miller went to Dearborn.

East, Miller squads earn honors in robotics competition

BY MAGGIE WUNDERLICH
CORRESPONDENT

What's more fun than play-
ing video games? Ifyou ask
students at East Middle School
and Miller Elementary School,
they will answer that it’s more
fun to create and design a
robot.

Two teams of students
from those two schools ~ East
Middle School’s Short Circuit
and Miller Elementary’s
Millerbots - had so much fun
at the FIRST LEGO League
championship tournament
it paid off in awards for both
teams.

Competing among 48
robotics teams from across
Michigan, Short Circuit won
first place for Innovative
Solutions and finished in the
top five for Research Quality
and Innovative Design.
Millerbots earned first place
for Research Quality and was
in the top five for Creative
Presentation.

Harish Chander, a fifth-
grader from Miller, said being
on the Millerbots team is “way
more fun than video games
because it’s more interactive
than sitting on the couch.”

“The programming is more
fun than even playing on the
Wii because we use our motor
skills and our brains,” Harish
said.

Tiberiu Vilcu, an eighth-
grader from East, agreed.

“Overall, I had fun with my
friends while doing something
productive,” Tiberiu said. “Of

" course, the robotics portion
was the best.”

MENTOR BASED

LEGO Group and FIRST,
an exciting mentor-based
program “For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology”, joined forces as

The East Middle School robotics team, Short Circuit, included (front, from
left) Prithvi Jayachandran, Nitin Ram, Sharanya Jayachandran, Madhurima
Das; and (back, from left) Krishna Vemulapalli, Shuvra Das (Coach), Brandon
Cheung, Chithrini Sivashankar and Tiberiu Vilcu.

FLL. They pro-
mote science and
technology using
a real-world con-
text and hands-
on experimenta-
tion. Through
this program,
students are
introduced to
real-world engi-
neering challeng-
es. They build
LEGO-based
robots, which
complete tasks
on a theme-based competition.

playing surface.

The fun began when stu-
dents designed, built and pro-
grammed robots using LEGO
MINDSTORMS® technology.
Through this process, they
applied real-world math and
science concepts, researched
challenges, learned presenta-
tion, critical thinking and
team building skills.

Team building is important
for Short Circuit’s team coach,

1an Wunderlich and Aalia Si

4t

ddiqui take part in the

Dr. Shuvra Das, who is an East
parent volunteer and a 15-
year engineering professor at
University of Detroit Mercy.
“The biggest skill the chil-
dren take from this experi-
ence is how to work with each
other and manage different
opinions,” Das said. “This is
a critical skill that they will
need when they enter the
workforce.”

SHUYRA DAS

CHRISTINE WUNDERLICH

The Millerbots from Miller Elementary included (top, from left) Tanvi
Hegde, Rick Wunderlich (Mentor), Alice Wy, lan Wunderlich, Sven Olson,
Damodar Hegde (Mentor), Kristi Berry, (Coach and 5th Grade TAG Teacher,
Mifler Elementary); (middle, from left) Priya Vijayakumar, Shachi Salvi,
Harish Chander, Ben Ludtke; and (front, from left) Aalia Siddiqui, Cameron
McFadden, Nidhi Nagaraj and Nathan Tseng.

Miller fifth-grader Ian
Wunderlich said his favorite
part was doing the research
presentation at the state com-
petition.

“It was fun to sing a song,”
he said. “One of the judges
was a music teacher who said
singing helped us remember it
better.”

READY FOR FUTURE

Not only did the students
have fun and learn team
building, but they learned
other things as well. Nitin
Ram, an eighth-grader from
East, said “T learned that I
can program in two different
ways: a simple program or a
complex one. This experience
will help me pursue a future in
biochemistry.”

According to Das, this is
Short Circuit’s second year
and the entire team consists
of Talented and Gifted stu-

dents. The eight students

on the Short Circuit previ-
ously competed in ‘Destination
Imagination’ for three years.
In May 2009, they competed
in Knoxville, Tenn., where
they won the Outstanding
Award for Project Outreach.
That was a similarly parent-
led club and taught the stu-
dents about teamwork.

Both Short Circuit and
Millerbots started meeting as
early as late summer, when
they went over basic program-
ming. In early September, FLL
posted the challenge online.
This year’s challenge is called
‘Smart Move’ and relates to
transportation. Both teams
then met twice a week until
the competition ended.

In addition to their meet~
ings, both Short Circuit and
Millerbots participated in
robotics practice competitions.
Short Circuit went to Flint

Then, both teams competed at
the national level.

Competition is judged on
four parts: research project,
which involves a presenta-
tion to the judge; teamwork;
interview with the judges
about their robot design and
programming and the robot
obstacle course.

GAINING EXPERIENCE
‘While this was Short

- Circuit’s second year in the

robotics competition, this

was Millerbots’ first year. In
fact, Miller is the first pub-

lic elementary school in the
Plymouth-Canton area to field
a team for FLL. Millerbot’s
team coach, Kristi Berry, isa
fifth-grade TAG teacher.

“We have such a tremen-
dous core of strong students at
Miller who are excited about
science,” Berry said. “We actu-
ally have about 50 students
attending robotics club each
week.” There are 12 students
(including two alternates) on
the Millerbot team and 38
additional students in the club.

Leading such a large group
would not be possible without
the active involvement of par-
ents, especially the volunteer
mentors Rick Wunderlich,
Damodar Hegde, Bala
Chander, Eric Tseng, Shelly
Ludtke and Yuefei Wu.

The students from Short
Circuit and Millerbots see this
experience as a step in their
future careers.

“My dad is an engineer and
volunteered for the team,” said
Tanvi Hegde, a Miller fifth-
grader. Thave an interest in
building and programming
and want to be an engineer,
too.”

For more information about
FIRST LEGO League, go to
http://www.usfirst.org.

Ashlee Baracy,
Miss Michigan 2008,
Shops Westland!

Grab @ bite ¢, o

everyone's budget.

Westland offers:
* Popular retailers including Macy's, Kohl’s,
Best Buy, Target, Toys R Us, and so many more
* A great central location
¢ Plenty of convenient parking

For more information, visit online
at www.cityofwestland.com.

Westland's Shopping & Dining District is
conveniently located in the heart of Westland.
Easily accessible from the 1-275/Ford Road exit.

Westland is the perfect shopping destination this holiday season.
We have over 160 different stores, restaurants and services in

our shopping and dining district...so, there’s something to fit

o

So, explore some more by shopping Westland this holiday season
and experience all that we have to offer. There's something for
everyone on your holiday list...including you!

0
o

e perfec
A0 % %%

£086898030







