THURSDAY

December 10,

2009

The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers
Volume 35
Number 48
75 CENTS online at hometownlife.com

School board
shifts election
schedule again

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

ushing for a plan
Leaders travel to D.C. to push |-275 project

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

CANTON
CONNECTION

Comedy night -
The Village Theater at Cherry
Hill and Kickers All-Star Grill
are teaming up to ring in the
New Year with a special eve-
ning of comedy. Three talented
comedians will take the stage for
a special New Year’s Eve show:
“Putting on the Glitz.” The show
will feature seasoned performer
Kevin Meaney, along with Sal
Demilio and emcee Keith Ruff.
The evening will also feature
strolling appetizers and entrees,
party favors, strolling deserts and
a champagne toast at Midnight.
The dinner package costs $65 per
person, with doors opening at 6
p-m. and the show starting at 9:30
p-m. For those just interested it
the comedy show, tickets are $30
and guests may arrive at 9 p.m.
For more information and to
purchase tickets for this show and
upcoming performances at the
Village Theater, visit www.can-
tonvillagetheater.org or call (734)

‘o s

Canton officials, facing
fierce competition to secure
a $20.3 million federal grant
to reshape the traffic-snarled
1-275/Ford Road inter-
change, took their battle to
Washington, D.C., last week
amid hopes of garnering sup-
port.

Township Supervisor Phil
LaJoy and Municipal Services
Director Tim Faas caught a
Thursday morning flight to
Washington and returned the
same day after waging a lob-
bying blitz during talks with
Michigan lawmakers and
their staff members.

LaJoy and Faas sought
bipartisan support for a mas-
sive economic-recovery proj-
ect that, if approved, could
create hundreds of jobs and
ease traffic congestion along
a stretch of Ford Road that

Barely a year after switching the election cycle
for school board elections to every November, the
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Board of
Education changed course again.

After considering a presentation from its election
subcommittee, the board voted 5-2 Tuesday to shift
its election dates to odd-year Novembers, begin-
ning in November 2011. Trustees Dianne Gonzalez,
who favors even-year November elections, and the
outgoing Tom Wysocki, who favors annual elec-
tions, voted against the measure.

The action extends the terms of board mem-
bers Gonzalez, Steven Sneideman and Nancy
Eggenberger, whose seats were scheduled to be up

- for grabs next year. Trustee John Jackson, who won
a two-year term last month, will also be up for re-
N election in November 2011.
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Canton Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy traveled to Washington, D.C., last
week to fight for funding for an improvement plan for the i-275/Ford Road/
Haggerty area, one of the most dangerous traffic areas in the state.

I-275/Ford Rd.

To Northbound ‘
Haggerty Rd.

394-5300. ranks among the state’s most necommended COSTS, 'FATIGUE"
. accident-prone areas. Board members in favor of the shift cited reasons
% The proposal, submitted having to do with election turnout, cost of run-
?’g éé gﬂa % gﬁ@ ﬁ€§ in September through the Enhancement ning a campaign and ballot “fatigue” in years when
The Plymouth Salvation Army Michigan Department of — there’s a national election as factors in the decision.

One factor that drew debate — particularlyin a
financially strapped district — was the cost. While
the district budgets some $80,000 per election,
supporters of the move point out that, in years like
this one where there was a Wayne County millage
renewal question on the ballot, the election cost the
district nothing,

“I think there will be other millage requests on
future ballots that will keep our costs at zero,” said
board Treasurer Judy Mardigian, who chairs the
district’s election committee. “I think we're taking
the fiscally responsible approach.” !

Detractors pointed out moving to an even-year
November approach — when gubernatorial, state
Legislature and presidential elections are on-the
ballot — would guarantee a no-cost election for the-
district. - :

“We're running into a really fiscally difficult time
and were supposed to be a model for others,” said
Trustee Dianne Gonzalez, who favored an even-
year November schedule. “If the economy tanks,
we're really going to be in a tight spot. For us to say,
‘Everyone needs to watch every penny except us’ is
not right.”

Canton resident Mike Andro agreed.

“If you have the chance to save $80,000, it’s a
no-brainer,” said Andro, one of only two residents
to speak during the public hearing Tuesday. “If you
have a chance to have a guaranteed free election,
why don’t you take it? Let’s be reasonable and save

announced that Faith Stimulus
Grants will be in effect through June
30, and that funds for the newly
unemployed are still available.
Criteria for the funding is:
Proof of unemployment (letter of
separation, documentation from
state, bank statement showing
automatic deposit of unemploy-
ment funds), and applicants must
I reside in the Plymouth Salvation
! Army’s service area (Northville,
Plymouth, Canton and Belleville).
For more information, call the
Plymouth Salvation Army, (734)
453-5464.

Santa letters

Santa Claus has started to make
; his list, although sources tell the
Observer that, while he’s far from
i check it twice, he is waiting by his
mailbox for youngsters’ gift lists
and letters.

The Observer wants to make
sure Santa Claus knows what chil-
dren would like this Christmas
and is asking youngsters to send
us letters to him. We will publish

Transportation, hinges on a
$20.3 million federal TIGER,
or Transportation Investment
Generating Economic
Recovery, grant.

“I think we’ve got a shot
at it,” LaJoy said, though he
conceded the battle for lim-
ited federal dollars is being
hard-fought.

Local officials expect to
learn by mid-February wheth-
er the money will be approved
by the U.S. Department of
Transportation. -

On a whirlwind dayin
Washington, LaJoy cited .
face-to-face meetings
with U.S. Reps. Thaddeus
MecCotter and Candice
Miller, both Republicans, and
U.S. Rep. Mark Schauer, a
Democrat.

LaJoy and Faas also met
with office representatives
for Miller, Republican U.S.
Rep. Vernon Ehlers and three
Democrats — U.S. Sens.
Debbie Stabenow and Carl
Levin and U.S. Rep. Gary
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Features:

& Access to Northbound 1-275 from
Cherry Hill Rd. without use of
Haggerty Rd., bypassing
Ford/Haggerty intersection,

To Southbound
Haggerty Rd.
i Access from Southbound 1-275 to and

SB Haggerty Rd. and Cherry Hill Rd. Cherry Hilt Rd.
without use of the fordfHaggerty
intersection.

@ Access from Southbound 1-275 to
NB-Haggerty Rd. without use of the
* Ford/Haggerty intersection.

‘» Potential for improved access to
evelopment parcels east of 1-275,
g.congestion at Ford/Lotz

New / Realigned Ramp

New Service Drive Roadway

Cherry Hili Rd.

was found to have 50,000
motorists a day, and traffic

legislator, said the TIGER
grant would not only improve

the letters in the newspaper dur- Peters. congestion has only worsened  traffic for Canton, but also the money.”
| ing December before sending Some of the legislators have amid new development such for neighboring communities
them on to the North Pole. key ties to certain committees as Michigan’s only IKEA such as Westland, Plymouth, TURNOUT

The cost to the district wasn't the only expense
that concerned board members. Citing voter turn-
out, several people mentioned the expense of reach-
ing voters in an even-year November election.

Mardigian pointed out the 2008 election, which
included the presidential election, drew 51,000 vot-
ers, while the November 2009 election drew some
9,900. The cost of reaching so many voters, several
people said, could force potential candidates to -
reconsider running.

Board President Steven Sneideman said he talk-

Plymouth Township and Van
Buren Township.

As earlier reported in the
Observer, here’s how:

» Drivers exiting south-
bound I-275 could use a new
access ramp,. or slip, to get to
northbound Haggerty with-
out getting onto Ford Road.

» Motorists exiting south-
bound 1-275 also could access

store, which LaJoy said draws
some 2 million customers a
year, including shoppers from
other states and Canada.

“It’s a state problem,” LaJoy
said.:

Moreover, Canton experi-
enced a population explosion
in recent decades, climbing
from just 5,300 residents in
1961 to nearly 90,000 people.

The letters should be sent by e-mail
and include a snapshot of the child
writing the letter. They can be a list
of toys, a holiday greeting for the
Jolly OF Elf or whatever information
youngsters want Santa to have,

Send Santa correspondence to
bkadrich@hometownlife.com and
be sure to put “Letter to Santa” in

- the subject line. Letters can also
be sent the old-fashioned way, via

that local officials hope could
boost their chances of secur-
ing the TIGER grant. Ehlers,
for example, sits on the
House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee.
The grant proposal follows
a years-old, regional trans-
portation study by the town-
ship, MDOT and a consitlting
firm, Parsons-Brinckerhoff,

postal service, to Letter to Santa, that found a pressing need LaJoy, who raised the issue  southbound Haggerty by ed to a Northville woman who won that district’s
¢/o Brad Kadrich, 615 W. Lafayette, for improvements to the I-275  of I-275/Ford Road improve- : .
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226. interchange. Ford Road alone  ments as a former state Please see PLAN, A2 Please see ELECTION, A2

® @ : e .

mdex | Museum exhibit honors soldiers old and new Warm up to our |
APARTMENTS ... .. .. ..C2 ' ar up O our
AUTOMOTIVE ... .. ... ..C5 't have th g @ gy . 0
CAREER BuILDER ... ... .. C4 BY DARRELL CLEM our veterans, we wouldn't have the Pl ‘t v,SA T it
CrosswoRp PuzziE ... ... 2 OBSERVER STAFF WRITER free nation we have today.” a '“u m it
FILTER o v oo v o .. B8 : The display includes pictures ' : i
Foop. ... e o o B9 Local soldiers who fought in of veterans and current military » Worldwide Acceptance 0
OBITUARIES.. ... .. ... . B6 wars as far back as the Civil War  personnel, and uniforms worn by « Poi d : i
PusLic SAFETY. ... ... .. A4 are being honored in a special dis-  soldiers in World Wars I and II, oints2U Rewards
REALESTATE ... . .. .. C2 play inside the Canton Historical ~ the Korean War and the Vietnam * A Local Credit Union you can Trust
SPORTS .. ... . v o . BI Museumn, a former one-room War, alongside a reproduction of a .

STRICTLY BusiNgSs ... ... B5

For Home The display also features pictures  society trustee, pointed out other
Delivery call: of men and women currently serv- items currently housed in the
(866) 887-2737 ing in the military — pictures earlier  museum, including a World War I 1
seen during a rousing Veterans Day ~ helmet, a World War II First Aid kit C
~gw, tribute that drew a packed crowd to  and ration cards; a Japanese phrase OMMUNITY
‘P"\\ The Village Theater at Cherry Hill. book; a red wagon filled with war- o
Canton Historical Society mem-  time recyclables for armaments; FINAN{», i AL

1l

§ 10007

ANNETT

8

schoolhouse on Canton Center
between Cherry Hill and Palmer.

bers said it’s important to recog-
nize the contributions township
residents have made to defend
this country’s freedom.

“I think it’s important they be
remembered and not forgotten,”
said Dave Curtis, the historical
society’s vice president. “If not for

Civil War uniform.
Curtis’ wife Ronni, a historical

and a Vietnam-era prisoner-of-war
bracelet, among other items.

The display is expected to remain
in the museuin through mid-January.
Museum hours are1-4 p.m. Tuesday,
2-5 p.m. Thursday and 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. Saturday, or by appointment by
calling (734) 397-0088.
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Military uniforms from bygone days
and pictures of Canton veterans

are housed in the Canton Historical
Museum, which is featuring a
temporary display honoring township
soldiers who served their country.
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’ November elections was the the public hearing, said voters i’ A ’ R'A | _
FROM PAGE At size of ballots in the even- are smarter than that. S - ‘ - . ;

election in 2008. The woman,
Sneideman said, spent some
$5,000 to get elected in a dis-
trict about a quarter of the size
of Plymouth-Canton.
. “I'mlooking for an even
playmg field for all candi-
dates,” Sneideman said. “This
is a nonpaid-position. We
shouldn’t be requiring people
to have to raise $5,000 or
$10,000 or more. Those num-
bers will prohibit candidates
from running.”

Another concern for those

year races. With presiden-
tial, gubernatorial, state-
Legislator races on the ballot,
in addition to the local races
and any other ballot propos-
als, the concern is two-fold:
It'll be tougher for candidates
to get their message heard,
and voters suffering from
“ballot fatigue” might not
make it to the end of the bal-
lot where local races reside.
But Larry Martin, a
Plymouth Township resident
who lost in the November
2009 school board election

The idea of having “less
informed voters is insult-
ing to the voters,” Martin
said. “The people who are
concerned will hang around
until the end of the ballot.

1 was stunned this come up
again. To consider eliminat-
ing even-year elections is
mind-boggling. To take the
51,000 who show up for a
general election and reduce
it to a ‘manageable’ 7,500 is
unconscionable.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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using another new ramp
south of Ford Road.

e Drivers from the area
of Cherry Hill Road could
access north I-275 by using
a northbound service drive
along the interstate, bypass-
ing Ford Road.

Faas has said the $20.3
million plan would be far less
costly — and less disruptive
— than installing a complete-
ly new interchange.

To be sure, the changes

would bring their share of
construction-related traffic
woes, but officials say exist-
ing traffic problems are only
expected to worsen unless
changes are made.

LaJoy said the project
already has gained wide-
spread support from neigh-
boring cominunities, the
regional Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments and
MDOT. ‘

During a five-year period
ending in 2008, the Ford-
Haggerty intersection near
the I-275 interchange had
345 crashes, making it one
of Michigan’s worst areas for

54

. Open Daily -

7am-Midnight

Open Fri. & Sat.
Until 4am

accidents.

“It’s a safety issue,” LaJoy
said. “It’s also an economic
development issue. This is
about creating jobs, to00.”’

LaJoy, Faas and others
who support the project only
hope last Thursday’s lobbying
efforts, coupled with earlier
political support, will help
convince federal officials to
award the grant.

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity,” LaJoy said.
“This is a more than $20
million opportunity, and it’s
worth making every effort.”

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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- OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A decision to close six

Wayne-Westland elementary

schools and go to a new grade -
configuration could come as
soon as Monday, Dec. 14.

School board President
Skip Monit’s request for the
meeting came after the board
received a revamped proposal
from its 21st Century Schools
Committee which recom-
mended that six, not seven
schools be closed and that the
district stick with its current
boundaries for its two high
schools.

“The No. 1 thing is that this
decision we are making is all
about what’s best for the chil-
dren,” Monit said. The changes
came in response to parents’
complaints about the redis-
tricting at the elementary and
secondary levels. Many com-
plained that they had bought
in neighborhoods to have their
children attend one or the
other of the district’s two high
schools.

The committee is now rec-

ommending that Patchin,
Madison, Kettering,
Jefferson-Barns and Lincoln

‘Elementaries in Westland

and Vandenberg in Wayne -
be closed and that Hamilton
be kept open, as well as new
attendance boundaries for
Edison, Elliott, Hamilton,
Hicks, Hoover, Schweitzer,
Taft-Galloway and Wildwood.

Initially, the committee
had recommend that just
one elementary — Walker-
Winter in Canton — have its
students divided between the
5/6 schools — Marshall and
Adams. However, with the
changes, there would be four
elementaries — Hamilton,
Hicks in Inkster, Walker-
Winter and Schweitzer in
Westland — that would feed
students into the two 5/6
schools.

It also recommended that
sixth-seventh-graders cur-
rently attending Stevenson
Middle School who reside in
the Wayne Memorial High
School attendance area be
allowed to stay through eighth
grade rather than being sent

to Franklin Middle School in
Wayne.

While the school district
was aiming for an 85 percent
capacity in the schools, that
figure would slip to 78 percent,
under the new recommenda-
tion. Likewise, the hoped for
$5.5-$6 million savings would
be more like $5 million.

“Wayne-Westland isn't
alone in facing this chal-
lenge,” said consultant Jeff
Rahmberg in presenting the
new recommendations. “Every
school district around the
state has been dealt this same
hand and is either closing
schools, getting concessions
or laying off employees. This
community has always risen
to the challenge and thisis a
big one.”

The board members told the
audience that they are com-
mitted to make the best deci-
sion for the students.

“It’s not about the money
for me,” said Trustee Carol
Middel. “It’s about the stu-
dents, it’s always been that.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751

Elle Dare, owner with her
husband of Genuine Toy Co. in
Plymouth, adds that toys made

CORRECTION

in China are now much safer
than was true in the past. The
comments were in a Sunday,

Dec. 6, Observer article. She
said regulations now make
China-made toys much safer.
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Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-like environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our

Dog Day Gare * Boarding * Training Classes
Visit-our website for details

“We celebrate
birthdays...
See my hat!”

Anabelle

(OBSERVER

NEWSPAPERS

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD
) GANNETT

HOW TO REACH US

.......... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Newsroom........nn (313) 2222223 FaXororcorren (313) 223-3318

Home Deliverleustome} Service

1-800-579-SELL (7355)

Classified Advertising

(734) 582-8363

Display Advertising

If you are at work, on vacation,
or traveling for business, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend & companion

g@?yﬁw 5

éfw*?

visit us online at hometownlife.com
' 615 West Lafayette, Detroit, MI 48226

BRAY’

35650 Ford Rd * 2 Blocks West of Wayne Road

734-722-2950

A

Dog ﬁw @@m

Look in on-them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams!

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. e Plymouth, Ml 48170
WWW. happyoundsdaycare com

QE08683480

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF noc. PLAY!"™

Check us out on the Web every day

at hometownlife.com

No activation fee, you never sign a contract, and the first month’s free.

; The first unlimited international wireless calling plan is here, and it’s from MetroPCS. Add unlimited calling to over 100 countries with
select MetroPCS plans for only $5 a month, and call all you want, anytime. The world for $5. It’s hard to believe, but it’s harder to pass up.

e

877-BUY-MPCS
www.metropcs.com

Unlimit Yourself

IR CCLLABORATION WiTH

Alcatel- Lucent @

Unfimited international callmg'not available with certain rate plans. Unlimited international calls are firmited to selected countries, destinations, technologies, and carriers. Consult a MetroPCS associate for details. Specific unlimited inteational calting countries, destinations, technologies, and carriers are subject to change without
notice, as are terms and conditions of international service. Certain restrictions apply. Visit www.metropcs.com or a MetroPCS store for information on specific terms and conditions of service, local coverage area, handset capabifities, and any restrictions. Domestic nationwide fong distance available only in continental United States
and Puerto Rico. Rates, services, and features subject to change. Taxes and fees not.included. First month free only for new activations with purchase of qualifying handset.

11381 AD




online at hometownlife.com

ey

| 'AROUND CANTON !

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, December 10, 2009

© A

“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. items will

Fun on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Pizza with Santa

The Canton Rotary Club
sponsors its yearly Lunch
with Santa 1-4 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 12, at the Roman Forum
Restaurant, 41601 Ford Road
in Canton.

Santa’s elves will be serving
Ppizza while children and par-
ents enjoy a visit with Santa.
Children will be able to partic-
ipate in cookie decorating, and
each child will receive a photo
with Santa.

Cost is $8 per person; chil-
dren under 3 are free.

Patterson staff hours

The district representative
for state Sen. Bruce Patterson,
(R-Canton), will conduct office
hours Friday in Plymouth.

Sue Trussell will meet with
Patterson’s constituents at the’
Plymouth District Library,
223. S. Main, from 10:30 a.m.
to noon.

Happy meals

Since 1979, McDonald’s
Happy Meals have changed
the way families enjoy lunch
and dinner out together. To
celebrate the 30th birthday of
the Happy Meal, the Southeast
Michigan McDonald’s
Operators Association brings
its traveling exhibit to the
Canton Public Library through
Jan. 4.

The exhibit contains many
of the different specialty toys
and artifacts that have been
included in the Happy Meal
since its introduction.

“The response to this
exhibit has been tremendous,”
said Willie Blue, marketing
supervisor for McDonald’s
Michigan Region. “People
from all over metro Detroit
have enjoyed reliving their
Happy Meal memories with
their children.”

The Canton Public Library
islocated at 1200 S. Canton
Center. In addition, Ronald
McDonald, McDonald’s Chief
Happiness Officer, will make
a special appearance 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 23, for a spe-
cial children’s show.

Business women meet

The Canton Business &
Professional Women meet 6-
8:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 13,

&

oy

Shot time

DAVID L. MALHALAB

Barbara Kamper, a nurse from Canton who works for Criticore Health Care
Services, gives Jung Hahn Seok, 9 of Novi, an HINI flu shot, Sunday at
Schoolcraft Community College, after younger brother, Ehahn Seok, 5, got
his, while dad JC Seok was happy his boys are now protected from swine fiu.
The free flu shots were sponsored by the Wayne County Health Department.

at Rose’s Restaurant, 201 N.
Canton Center Road.

Guest speaker is Judy Ellis,
executive director of First
Step.

RSVP for this meeting by
Friday, Dec. 11.

Historical Hold ‘em

The Canton Historical
Society hosts a “Texas
Hold ‘Em” event at Rose’s
Restaurant, 201 N. Canton
Center Road, Dec. 10-12, from
8 p.m. to 2 am.

The event will feature sit-
and-go tournaments, cash
games, Omaha, a smoke-free
environment, professional
dealers, full-service bar, a late-
night menu and a midnight
pizza buffet.

For more information, call
Rose’s at (734) 981-9904.

Toys for Tots

* The Goddard School began
collecting new, unwrapped
Toys for Tots on Monday, Nov.
23. The U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve Toys for Tots program
distributes the donated toys as
holiday gifts to needy children
in the community.

The goal of the Toys for Tots

program is to not only deliver

a new toy during the holidays,
but also a message of hope
to less fortunate youngsters
throughout the United States.
The Goddard School uses
cause-related opportunities
like Toys for Tots to teach their
little students the importance
of helping others.

A Toys for Tots collection
box will be located in the lobby
of the school through Dec. 16

If you have prostate cancer,

and are considering radiation treatment,
put that radiation precisely where it will

do the most good. GPS for the Body®
prdvides maximum radiation bgn’éﬁts while
minimizing the chance of damaging healthy
tissue or causing unwanted side effects.

Fight your prostate cancer with the pinpoint
accuracy of GPS for the Body® — the most
advanced technology available today.

Find out more about GPS for the Body®
by calling one of our nurse advisors.

GPS for the Body®

Precision Guidance for Radiation Therapy

gpsforthebody.com

for donations. The Goddard
School is located at 6697 N
Canton Center Road. For more
information, call (734) 454--
47737. )

Art exhibit

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill will showcase
the art works of Robert
Throne through Jan. 3 in the
Gallery@VT. Thorne’s latest
exhibit features recent print
and pastel works.

Throne’s artwork is a mix of
process and theme. As noted
in his artist statement, Thorne
states that his work is a com-
ment on the passage of time and
the elements of nature, which
affect our technological envi-
ronment. “Process is an impor-
tant component of my work; it is
never hidden, but is part of the
experience of looking.”

This multi-media art exhibit
at the Gallery@VT is free and
open to the public: Monday
- Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
during public performances at
the theater.

For more information about
this latest exhibition, call (734)
394-5300 or visit cantonvil-
lagetheater.org.

Luminaria sale

The Plymouth Symphony
Orchestras will be selling
Luminaria kits for the holiday
season. Each kit will consist
of 10 white paper bags as well
as 10 candles. The kits can be
purchased for $5 in Plymouth
at Gabriala’s, Saxton’s,
Sideways, and The Plymouth
Canton Symphony office locat-
ed at 774 N. Sheldon Road.

The Luminaria kits will
also be for sale in between the
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Plymouth
Symphony “Home for the
Holidays” POPS concert that
will be taking place in the
historic Penn Theatre located
downtown Plymouth on
Thursday, Dec. 17.

The Luminaria kits are
available through Dec. 24.
For further information con-
tact the Plymouth Canton
Symphony Society at (734)-
451-2112.

Holiday Cabaret

For one night only, Spotlight
Players in partnership with
Canton Leisure Services and
the Village Theater is taking
The Biltmore Studio at The
Village Theater and trans-
forming it into an intimate
nightclub/winter wonderland

KIDS! Makaa ?maé?ﬁfﬁaﬁ%f
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734-453-5500

www.plymouthnursery.net
Mﬁn&*‘rx g8«

featuring guest vocalists from
the prestigious Michigan
Opera Theater.

“Come and join the
Michigan Opera Theater spon-
sored by Spotlight Players with
special guests - Spotlight on
Youth singing your favorite
holiday songs in a delightful
evening of cabaret - a won-
derful way to celebrate the
holidays and fun for the whole
family,” said Barbara Bloom,
Spotlight Players board presi-
dent.

“Come to the Holiday
Cabaret” takes place 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 12. Cabaret-
style seats are limited. Come

hum along to holiday tunes
while enjoying a beverage
from the cash bar and finger
food from the concession
stand.

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is at 50400 Cherry
Hill in Canton. The theater
has free parking is handicap
accessible. Tickets are avail-
able by phone at the Village
Theater Box Office at (734)
394-5300 or (734) 394-5460
or online at www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheater or in
person at The Summit on the
Park or at the door. Box office
opens 1 hour prior to show-
time. Tickets are $15.
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620 Starkweather ¢ Old Village
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DROP OFF

$I00 grft card toward a Purcbase at a later date.

Collecting Salvation Army canned goods.
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+Pointe Plaza® 313-884-7400

+Warren* 586-574-9200
+Auburn Hills* 248-276-9040
+Bloomfield* 248.645-03060

+Livonia* 734-261-3550
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+Royal Oak* 248-549-8000
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'UBLIC SAFETY

CRIME WATCH

Canton police
join drunk driving
crackdown effort

Canton woman reports _ |
‘suspicious’ man on deck t —_— _—

A Canton woman told police a sus-

picious man was seen on the deck i s
of her home on West Thetford Court, GYde Rd. -3 Sheldon / = o
northwest of Warren and Ridge, KL ' P The Canton Police
about 11:45 p.m. Nov. 30. Center Rd. / § :-}—z : Department is joining law
The woman said she was sleeping Warren Rd | & s enforcement agencies across
. . fon .
when one of her neighbors phoned — the state for a holiday Over the
her to say he had seen a suspicious k=1 Limit. Under Arrest. crack-
man who appeared to be a white 5 down this holiday season.
m?le v:;eaﬁ'ing dark pants and a light- g Hanford Rd. = Extradpolice off]”léers will be
colored shirt. assigned to patrol Canton’s
Police spoke with the neighbor, ST . roads Dec. 23 through Jan. 3 ;
who said he had gone onto his deck o ] In Michigan, a motorist can be
to bring in bird feeders when he = Ford Rd. e= arrested for impaired driving ‘
turned on his outdoor lights and saw = with a.08 blood alcohol con- ‘j
tl}e s’uspicious man. Tbe neighbor // = . tent or hig]}er. o g
dﬁdr;1 t see the man trying to enter Saltz Rd & = P;n impaired erllvmg con(—l
the home. : viction comes with assorte
The neighbor told police the suspi- o 5 penalties including fines, legal
cious man left the deck, went to the “?":’ = fees, driver responsibility fees,
front of the house and is believed Cherry Hill Rd et 2 - court costs and higher insur-
to have driven off in a light-colored y : bouad el o= ance rates. But even more
SUV. The neighbor drove around the ' ] costly is the chance of death or
area but didn’t see the vehicle. o - serious injury to people travel- ;
. g K] E-= ing on our roadways. f
Av0|d|ng d scam i _g‘_:“ “We want people to be
A woman who lives on Ashley Proctor R @ responsible by making the |
Court, northeast of Warren and % decision not to drink and
Beck, told police that she was almost / Palmer Rd. = drive,” said Special Services

Lieutenant Scott Hilden. “For
those who choose to do so, we i
will be stepping up enforce- i
ment during the holiday sea-
son. Our priority is to keep (
motorists safe by removing i
drunk drivers from the roads.”
Extra patrols are funded by
federal grants from the Office
of Highway Safety Planning.

the victim of a money scam.

The woman said she had been talk- N
ing for a couple months with a man
who lives elsewhere and had asked
her to send him $800 for an airplane
ticket.

When she want to a local grocery
store on Dec. 1 to send the money by
Western Union, she was told the man
was on a fraud list and that she could
not send the money.

Fortunately, the woman learned of
the man’s reputation before she lost any
money, a police report indicated.

B&E

A residential break-in was reported
to have occurred between 11:30 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Dec. 1 on Tamarack, north-
west of Lotz and Michigan Avenue. A

Denton Rd.

Geddes Rd.

e

No one hurt as
firefighters douse
garage blaze

Canton firefighters respond-

Barr Rd.

Mott Rd.

resident told police that several items
had been taken including electron-
ics and food. The incident was under
investigation.

Visitor assault

ﬁ@ A woman who lives on Honeycomb

¥ Circle, southeast of Joy and 1-275,
told police she was assaulted when
she had visitors over around 4:30 a.m.
Saturday.

The woman told police that she and
her visitors had been watching televi-
sion and drinking when she noticed
money was missing from her bedroom.
She told police she locked her front door
and told her visitors that no one was
leaving until the money was recovered.

The woman told police one man
became defensive and left, then came
back for his cell phone and shoved her
into a wall, injuring her face. Another

witness said the woman was injured
when the door was opened and hit her.

The investigation was continuing,
and police learned that the suspect was
wanted for several bench warrants else-
where, for incidents such as assault and
failing to appear in court.

Wallet stolen

A woman shopping at the
Walmart on Ford Road reported

that her wallet was missing from
her purse while she was in the store
between 8:10-9 p.m. Saturday.

She told police she was almost
certain she had her wallet in her
purse. It contained cash, credit
cards, her driver’s license and gift
cards.

~ Compiled by Staff Writer Darrell Clem
from Canton Police Department reports.

Great Savings Strategy!

Buy CDs that mature at
different times so you can

take advantage of changing
market conditions (also

known as CD Laddering).

Stop by and get in on
these special rates
with our First Place Bank

CD Laddering Special!

www.firstplacebank.com

*Limited-time offer. Annual Percentage Yield valid as of publication date. To
receive specified interest rate, both CDs must be purchased in combination
as a laddering special, with equal amounts in each CD. Minimum deposit
of $2,500 in each CD. Must have or open a Golden Access or Ultimate
Access Checking account to receive specified interest rate. Fees could
reduce earnings. Penalty for early withdrawal.
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Member FDIC

ed to a garage fire after a 911
call was made about 8:40
p.m. Saturday from a house

on Longfellow, near Saltz and

Canton Center.

Flames could be seen as fire-
fighters arrived, but the occu-
pants already had gotten out of

the house.
Firefighters doused the fire
after entering the attached

garage from a house door, while
simultaneously opening an over-
head garage door. These moves
allowed them to isolate the home

from damage as much as pos-
sible, according to reports.

Initial damage estimates were

$60,000 to the structure and
$15,000 to the contents. There
were no reported injuries.

The case of the fire was ruled
accidental. Fire officials deter-
mined that a fireplace had
recently been cleaned and the

ashes had been disposed in a con-
tainer near where the fire started.

waw.unitedtemﬁeréfUreservices.com y

~

Keith J. Pierce, MD
Internal Medicine
38525 Eight Mile Road

Livonia, Ml 48152

248.321.6612
Call for Directions!

Offer ends 12/31/2009. New customers only. With activation of the CHOICE package or higher. Custnmer must enroll in Auto Bill Pay program at the time of purchase.

DIRECTV.

SATELLITE TELEVISION |

Conditions appty. Receipt of DIRECTV programming subject to DIRECTV Customer A copy provided at directv.
Design logo are trademarks of DIRECTY, Inc. DIRECTV Visa® Prepaid Cards are issued by MetaBank™ pursuant to a ticense from Visa U.S.A. inc. This card does not have
cashaccessand can be used at any merchants that accept Visa debit cards. Card valid through expiration shown on front of card,

flegatandin firstbill. DIRECTV and the Cyclone







