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Only a few days remain to help
bring Christmas joy to those in
need in the community. Canton
Goodfellows and Canton Leisure
Services are teaming up to help
brighten the holidays for Canton's
neediest children this holiday sea-
son. Anyone wishing to donate,
there's still time to give a new,
unwrapped toy at a Canton Leisure
Services location. Contributions
will be accepted through Dec. 13.

The Leisure Services
offices, located in the Canton
Administration Building will be
collecting donations of toys, as well
as new clothing, shoes, and elec-
tronics. No stuffed animals, please.

Cash donations and gift cards
are also welcomed and can be
dropped off at the Leisure Services
Department. For more informa-
tion, call 734/394-5360 or visit
www.cantongoodfellows.org

The holiday season is upon us
and, through the hustle and bus-
tle, we're asking our readers to let
us be a part of their celebration.

We're asking readers to send us
their favorite holiday memories
and photos to the Observer for the
special holiday edition we're plan-
ning for Thursday, Dec. 24.

Did you get a favorite gift for
Christmas, or do you have a
special memory of Hanukkah?
Is there a special tradition your
family has that makes the season
merry and bright?

Share those memories with
your neighbors through us. Send
your items — be sure to include
a photo, if you can — to Observer
editor Brad Kadrich at bkad-
rich@hometownlife.com

Santa Claus has started to make his
list, although sources tell the Observer
that, while he's far from check it twice,
he is waiting by his mailbox for young-
sters' gift lists and letters.

The Observer wants to make
sure Santa Claus knows what chil-
dren would like this Christmas
and is asking youngsters to send
us letters to him. We will publish
the letters in the newspaper dur-
ing December before sending
them on to the North Pole.

The letters should be sent by e-mail
and include a snapshot of the child
writing the letter. They can be a list
of toys, a holiday greeting for the
Jolly Ol' Elf or whatever information
youngsters want Santa to have.

Send Santa correspondence to
bkadrich@hometownlife.com and
be sure to put "Letter to Santa" in
the subject line. Letters can also
be sent the old-fashioned way, via
postal service, to Letter to Santa,
c/o Brad Kadrich, 615 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226.

KJ.Smith, 2k, looks to mom for help while visiting Santa Wednesday. Santa was the featured attraction at
Canton Township's holiday tree-lighting ceremony at the Summit.

Greeting the season
Canton throws a party to welcome holidays

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A persistent rain
Wednesday may have wet
the scores of locals hurrying
into the Summit for Canton
Township's annual tree-
lighting ceremony. But the
activities inside did nothing
but whet their appetites for

the holidays.
More coverage, With a
photos, page B8. variety of

activities
ranging from a drum circle
to cookie decorating and
with Santa visiting with
children of all ages, the
Summit ceremony helped
officially kick off the holiday
season despite the weather.

"Let it rain," Dan
Thompson of Canton
said. "You can't dampen
Christmas."

Kids got the chance to
watch cartoons such as A
Charlie Brown Christmas,
make eco-friendly decora-
tions, decorate a variety of
cookies and play the drums.

Two hearty souls even
braved the weather to take
advantage of the free car-
riage rides being offered.

Canton Township
Supervisor Phil La Joy
flipped the switch to light
the official Christmas tree.

"It was really fun," Monica
Thompson said. "They put
on a great program. It was
great for the kids."

bkadrich@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-8899 Amelia Repp plays the drum during a drum circle event.
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Soccer coach acquitted in assault case

Canton success
brings TV
appearance

BY DARREti CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After snagging Michigan's only IKEA store, luring
renewable-energy industry and boasting one of the
nation's lowest crime rates among communities of com-
parable size, Canton is ready for its television closeup.

And it's apparently going to get it.
Inside Business Report, hosted by actor and

Republican politico Fred Thompson on certain news
networks, has contacted Canton to produce a five-
minute segment titled Hidden Gems of Economic
Development, expected to air potentially by late March.

Local officials say Canton has become the only com-
munity in economically troubled Michigan sought out
for the program, part oflBR's Leaders in Economic
Development series.

"We're very excited," Canton Economic Development
Manager Debra Bilbrey-Honsowetz said. "We think it's
a terrific opportunity that will provide Canton with
some national exposure and a tool we can utilize to pro-
mote the community in the future."

IBR's segment, which aims to address crucial topics
in an ever-evolving global economy, is expected to shine
a spotlight on Canton by educating viewers about topics
such as the township's location, business community,
workforce, lifestyles and land availability.

Local officials say the segment is expected to air
one time nationally on CNBC and 10 times regionally
on other news networks, possibly including CNN. The
show is expected to be shown in as many as 15 markets
that Canton leaders can help select.

Local officials also are expected to have input into
the final script and be given unrestricted licensing
rights to use the segment as a marketing tool on the
township Web site, cable channel and other outlets.

"It is an opportunity for Canton to show what Canton
is all about, and we'll get exposure like we've never had
before," township Trustee John Anthony said. "It will
greatly enhance our exposure and could help Canton
grow economically.

"It's something I feel is important and vital," he
added. "Any business that is looking to locate, we'd like
them to look at Canton."

The segment is slated to include on-camera inter-
views and footage of new construction, existing busi-
nesses and other community features. The only cost to
Canton is $19,700 from the cable fund — not the gen-
eral fund — for certain program scheduling fees.

Local officials say IBR contacted Canton because the
township, despite being lesser known nationally than places
like Ann Arbor, still managed to lure certain companies.

"IKEA will be referenced" in the segment, Bilbrey-
Honsowetz said.

Canton also has snagged businesses such as Danotek
Motion Technologies, a renewable-energy company
that manufactures magnetic generators for windmill
turbines. In October, officials said Danotek plans to
invest $5 million in its local facility, with the potential
to quadruple its workforce to as many as 200 employees
within five years.

Anthony credited township Supervisor Phil LaJoy
with amassing an economic development team, headed
by Bilbrey-Honsowetz, that appears to be drawing
attention to the township. The effort includes a catchy
slogan, "Canton's Got It."

To be sure, Canton hasn't been immune to the eco-
nomic recession that has plagued the nation and, in
particular, Michigan. The township has had its share of
business closings and vacant buildings and storefronts.

But officials say national recognition on Hidden
Gems of Economic Development can only help as local
leaders forge ahead.
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BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton man and Plymouth Soccer Club coach
has been found not guilty of sexually assaulting
a 23-year-old woman inside an apartment on
Canton's northeast side, Assistant Wayne County
Prosecutor Maria Miller said.

Yao Fiacre Kra, 28, was acquitted of third-
degree criminal sexual conduct by a Wayne
County Circuit Court jury that returned its verdict
Wednesday, culminating a trial that started ear-
lier in the week in Judge David Allen's courtroom.

"He's elated," defense attorney Lyle B. Harris
said. "If he had been convicted, he would have
been going to prison. I think the jury had a rea-
sonable doubt, and he's a free man.

"He had maintained his innocence from the
beginning," Harris added.

Kra could have faced penalties ranging up to 15
years in prison if he had been convicted of sexu-
ally assaulting a woman who was visiting a friend
earlier this year at The Crossings, an apartment
complex near 1-275 and Joy Road.

Kra had severed ties with the Plymouth Soccer

Club as his trial was pending, but
club President Glenn Liguori said
Kra will be brought back following
his acquittal.

"He will be reinstated with the
club. It's just a matter of what he'll
be doing in terms of training and
coaching — we're not 100 percent
sure yet," Liguori said. "But he will
be reinstated, and we will inte-

grate him back into the club."
According to Canton police reports, Kra's accus-

er and a friend had gone to a bar and returned
with two men, neither of which was Kra. When
the men didn't appear to want to leave, the friend
had phoned Kra, a neighbor, and asked him to
help usher the visitors away, police said.

After the men left, Kra had been accused of
going into a bedroom and sexually assaulting the
visiting woman, police have said.

The allegations led to a criminal investigation,
and Kra had been ordered to stand trial during a
preliminary hearing in July in 35th District Court.
He had remained free on a $5,000 personal bond
as he awaited trial.
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Coffee with Siavens
State Rep. Dian Siavens,

D-Canton, invites residents to
join her for a cup of coffee and
conversation at a coffee hour
on Monday, Dec. 7, from 9-10
a.m. at the Canton Big Boy,
45250 Ford Road, in Canton.

"Meeting with residents
and getting their input on the
issues that matter most to
them helps me to better serve
our community in Lansing,"
Siavens said. "Times are tough
right now in Michigan, and we
have to do everything we can
to get our economy back on
track. That's why I encourage
you to join me and share your

thoughts and concerns with
me as I continue lighting to
create jobs and move our state
forward"

If your business or organiza-
tion is interested in hosting
an event with Siavens, please
call her office toll-free at (888)
347-8021 or send an e-mail to
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov.

Holiday concert
The Celebration Youth

Orchestras of the Plymouth
Canton Symphony Orchestras
will present their Holiday
Concert at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 8. The Youth Orchestras
consist of 3 levels of strings,
the full youth symphony and
the Celebration Flute Choir.

Students range in age from
8-18 and perform a vari-
ety of classical music under

the direction of Plymouth
Symphony Conductor Nan
Washburn and Assistant
Conductor Hektor Qyteti.

Tickets for the concert are
$6 and are available at the
door the night of the concert.

For information contact the
PSO office at (734) 451-2112.

Pizza with Santa
The Canton Rotary Club

sponsors its yearly Lunch
with Santa 1-4 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 12, at the Roman Forum
Restaurant, 41601 Ford Road
in Canton.

Santa's elves will be serving
pizza while children and par-
ents enjoy a visit with Santa.
Children will be able to partic-
ipate in cookie decorating, and
each child will receive a photo
with Santa.

Cost is $8 per person; chil-
dren under 3 are free.

Happy meals
Since 1979, McDonald's

Happy Meals have changed
the way families enjoy lunch
and dinner out together. To
celebrate the 30th birthday of
the Happy Meal, the Southeast
Michigan McDonald's
Operators Association brings
its traveling exhibit to the
Canton Public Library through
Jan. 4.

The exhibit contains many
of the different specialty toys
and artifacts that have been
included in the Happy Meal
since its introduction.

"The response to this exhibit
has been tremendous," said
Willie Blue, marketing super-
visor for McDonald's Michigan
Region. "People from all over
metro Detroit have enjoyed
reliving their Happy Meal
memories with their children."

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center. In addition, Ronald
McDonald, McDonald's Chief
Happiness Officer, will make
a special appearance 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 23, for a spe-
cial children's show.

Business women meet
The Canton Business &

Professional Women meet 6-
8:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 13,
at Rose's Restaurant, 201N.
Canton Center Road.

Guest speaker is Judy Ellis,
executive director of First
Step.

RSVP for this meeting by
Friday, Dec. 11.

St. Nick frolic
The Canton Senior Center

MARY HOLALY

Get to work
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Board of Education members Barry
Simescu (from left), Judy Mardigian, Adrienne Davis and John Jackson are
sworn in by Wayne County Circuit Judge Mark Siavens, himself a former PCCS
board member. Simescu, Mardigian and Jackson were re-elected last month;
Davis earned her first term.
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is inviting all seniors to enjoy
great food, great music, and
great fun at this year's St.
Nick Frolic noon to 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 9. The event
will take place in the Summit
Grand Ballroom located at
46000 Summit Parkway in
Canton.

Guests will enjoy a turkey
dinner with all the fixings,
salad, beverages including an
eggnog station, and dessert. A
cash bar will also be available.
Door prizes will be handed out
and festive holiday entertain-
ment will be provided by Jerry
Robotka, and the Madrigal
and Chamber singers of the
Plymouth Canton Community
Schools.

Tickets are $15 for residents
and $23 for non-residents
and can be purchased at the
Summit on the Park Front
Desk.

For more information on the
St. Nick Frolic and all Summit
Senior Activities, visit www.
cantonfun.org or call (734)
394-5485.

Toy drive
The Plymouth Canton

Kiwanis Club is collecting
toys for the Salvation Army
through Dec. 8.

Bring new unwrapped toys
to Citizen's Bank at 6549
Canton Center Road or Help-
U-Sell Real Estate at 7120
Haggerty Road.

The greatest need is for toys
or games for 10-18 year olds.
If you have any questions,
please contact Kiwanis at
(734) 981-0460.

Historical Hold Jem

When you leave home, your pet doesn't have to

Platinum Pet Service
Insured, Bonded, Pet Tech Certified

— References Available
Pet Sitting, Dog Training, Dog Walking

10% Discount for New Clients
15% Discount for Referrals

Monthly Specials
Servicing Plymouth, Northville, Canton,

Livonia and Ann Arbor

e-mail: tait-wag@msn.com
Website: www.platinumpetservice.com

Hat's what she's
taikin' about

620 Starkweather • Old Village
Plymouth • 734-453-1860

The Area's Most Trusted
Custom Jeweler

The Canton Historical
Society hosts a "Texas
Hold 'Em" event at Rose's
Restaurant, 201N. Canton
Center Road, Dec. 10-12, from
8 p.m. to 2 a.m.

The event will feature sit-
and-go tournaments, cash
games, Omaha, a smoke-free
environment, professional
dealers, full-service bar, a late-
night menu and a midnight
pizza buffet.

For more information, call
Rose's at (734) 981-9904.

Toys for Tots
The Goddard School began

collecting new, unwrapped
Toys for Tots on Monday,
Nov. 23. The U.S. Marine
Corps Reserve Toys for Tots
program distributes the
donated toys as holiday gifts
to needy children in the com-
munity.

The goal of the Toys for
Tots program is to not only
deliver a new toy during the
holidays, but also a message
of hope to less fortunate
youngsters throughout the
United States. The Goddard
School uses cause-related
opportunities like Toys for
Tots to teach their little stu-
dents the importance of help-
ing others.

A Toys for Tots collection
box will be located in the lobby
of the school through Dec. 16
for donations. The Goddard
School is located at 6697 N
Canton Center Road. For more
information, call (734) 454-
4737.

Art exhibit
The Village Theater at

Cherry Hill will showcase
the art works of Robert
Throne through Jan. 3 in the
Gallery@VT. Thome's latest
exhibit features recent print
and pastel works.

Throne's artwork is a mix of
process and theme. As noted
in his artist statement, Thorne
states that his work is a com-
ment on the passage of time
and the elements of nature,
which affect our technological
environment. "Process is an
important component of my

work; it is never hidden, but is
part of the experience of look-
ing."

This multi-media art exhibit
at the Gallery@VT is free and
open to the public: Monday
- Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
during public performances at
the theater.

For more information about
this latest exhibition, call (734)
394-5300 or visit cantonvil-
lagetheater.org.

Luminaria sale
The Plymouth Symphony

Orchestras will be selling
Luminaria kits for the holiday
season. Each kit will consist
of 10 white paper bags as well
as 10 candles. The kits can be
purchased for $5 in Plymouth
at Gabriala's, Saxton's,
Sideways, and The Plymouth
Canton Symphony office
located at 774 N. Sheldon
Road.

The Luminaria kits will
also be for sale in between the
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Plymouth
Symphony "Home for the
Holidays" POPS concert that
will be taking place in the
historic Penn Theatre located
downtown Plymouth on
Thursday, Dec. 17.

The Luminaria kits are
available through Dec. 24.
For further information con-
tact the Plymouth Canton
Symphony Society at (734)-
451-2112.

Canton Goodfellows
Canton Goodfellow's "No

child without a Christmas"
Collection continues through
Dec. 9 at Showroom of
Elegance, 6018 Canton Center
Road.

Bring in canned goods,
nonperishable items or cash
donation for the Canton
Goodfellows and receive a gift
from our Santa Bag. All gifts
are with a retail value of $20
or more.

"This is our way to help
those children in the
Plymouth/Canton school
district that are in need and
wouldn't otherwise have
a Christmas or food while
out of school on the holiday
break," said Linda Robin,
Showroom of Elegance
owner. "Our need is great
this year with over 700 chil-
dren to provide for. We need
so much help. Please join us
in this mission."

For more information, call
(734) 207-1906.

Chorale auditions
BeckRidge Chorale

announces auditions for the
second half of its 36th season.

Auditions will be held
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7-9:30
p.m. at Plymouth First
United Methodist Church in
Plymouth.

To get more information
and to sign up for an audition
go to: www.beckridgechorale.
org. While there you may also
purchase tickets to BeckRidge
Chorale and/or Cherry Hill
Singers upcoming concerts.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO CHANGE A REGULAR ELECTION DATE

Please take notice that pursuant to the provisions of the
Open Meetings Act, as amended, the Board of Education of
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools, Counties of Wayne and
Washtenaw, Michigan, will conduct a public hearing on the issue of
its consideration of the establishment of a new regular election date
pursuant to law.

School districts that currently hold their regular elections
on a date other than at the odd-year general election date may
change their regular election date to any of the following dates:

a. The odd year general election date;
b. The general November election date;
c. The November regular election date in both even

and odd years; or
d. The odd year May regular election date.

The hearing will be held in the E. J. McClendon
Educational Center, located at 454 S. Harvey Street, Plymouth,
Michigan, at 7:00 p.m. on the 8th day of December, 2009.

The Board of Education of Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools also gives public notice that the Board of Education is
authorized by law to choose to vote and take action on a resolution
setting the regular election date immediately subsequent to the
public hearing.

If the Board of Education fails to adopt a resolution
reestablishing the District's regular election date, the District's
regular election will continue to be held at on the date on which it
is currently being held.

Publish: December 6,2009 OE08683155-2x4.5
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The bridge is dropped into place along the Rouge recreation trail. Officials estimate the bridges will be usable within a couple of weeks.

Bridge installation starts
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Three of seven wooden
pedestrian bridges linking a
pristine recreation trail that
meanders through Canton
Township have been installed
— a major development for a
project idea hatched nearly a
decade ago.

Workers from Florida-
based Nature Bridges spent
Wednesday and Thursday
installing two bridges along
a stretch of the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail
between Lilley and Sheldon
— and a third bridge west of
Sheldon.

"This is really big — one of
the best days of my career,"
Brad Sharp, Canton's parks

and facilities manager, said
Friday.

Weather permitting, work-
ers are expected to install
two other bridges as early as
Friday along the recreation
trail between Lilley and
Haggerty. Finishing touches
to the bridge approaches still
have to be made.

"I would say in the next few
weeks they should be usable,"
Assistant Township Engineer
Robert Belair said Friday. "It's
great to see them put in final-
ly. It really ties it all together."

The final two bridges between
Sheldon and Canton Center
should be in place as early as
next spring, creating a seamless,
five-mile recreation trail that
winds through the township
north of Michigan Avenue.

"The absolute goal is to have
all seven bridges fully open by
June 2010 from Canton Center
to Haggerty," Sharp said.

Local officials have said the
bridges — prefabricated out
of state and assembled on site
— will make the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail a per-
fect getaway, right in the heart
of bustling Canton, for nature
lovers who want to walk, jog,
ride non-motorized bikes and
go cross-country skiing.

The bridges will comple-
ment a trail head earlier built
on Morton Taylor north of
Michigan Avenue, in an area
where just over a mile of
nature trail already has been
in use.

Trail users already can use a
parking lot off Morton Taylor

to access the trail head.
Canton's elected officials in

July had voted to hire Nature
Bridges to build the 10-foot-
side, wooden pedestrian
bridges for $671,654, using a
combination of state, county
and township dollars earlier
allocated for the project.

Township residents in sur-
veys had cited more walking
trails as one of their top recre-
ation priorities.

Trail users will occasionally
have to cross major roads that
intersect the nature trail, but
officials have said signs are to
be posted to alert pedestrians
and motorists of crosswalks.

No motorized vehicles are
allowed on the trail.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

schools plan
BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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Parents spoke and the school
board listened.

That's the message from
Way ne-Westland school
officials who spent more
than 15 hours reworking
the recommendations of the
district's 21st Century Schools
Committee to address con-
cerns raised by residents at
a five-hour public forum last
week.

"We heard what residents
said, we listened to what they
said and the proposal has been
changed," said school board
President Skip Monit, who
participated in a portion of the
discussions. "The board gave
the administration direction
and I think they have come up
with a good plan that even the
community can live with."

The new recommendations
will be presented to the school
board at a 6 p.m. meeting
Monday at the Stockmeyer
Auditorium on the campus
of Wayne Memorial High
School. The meeting will be
the board's regular monthly
meeting, but the agenda is
being reworked to allow for
expanded citizens' comments,
which most likely will be lim-
ited to one hour.

"We've got to do our best so
everyone is heard," Monit said.

Changes in the proposal
include a return to the origi-
nal boundaries for the high
school attendance areas, which
addresses issues raised by par-
ents living in the "blue square,"
the southern portion of the
Madison Elementary School
attendance area.

"The blue square is gone
under the new proposal," said
Monit.

Under the new proposal,
Madison would still be closed
and those students living south
of Avondale between Wayne
Road and Dowling moved to
Schweitzer Elementary for
kindergarten through fourth
grade. However, instead of
going to Adams, Franklin
Middle School and eventu-
ally Wayne Memorial High

School, the former Madison
students would go to Marshall,
.Stevenson Middle School and
John Glenn High School.

Revisions to the plan will
create four lower elementary
schools in which students will
be split off to go on the two
proposed 5-6 schools. The
goal of the district had been to
keep students with classmates
throughout their school years,
and that will happen at the
start of fifth-grade under the
new proposal, Monit said.

In response to con-
cerns about students in the
Norwayne community hav-
ing to cross major roads like
Michigan Avenue to get to
their new schools, the recom-
mendation is to keep Hamilton
Elementary open to service the
Norwayne students.

While it isn't what residents
of Norwayne wanted - they
were asking that one of the two
schools, Lincoln or Jefferson
Barns, be kept open - students
instead would go to Hamilton,
which is on Avondale at
Schuman and about a half-
mile north of the Norwayne
subdivision.

"I think people assumed
we would be a rubber stamp
for the recommendations and
we're not," said Monit. "I hope
residents see that by this new
recommendation that we did
listen to them. We've got to
vote by our conscience and by
what's right for the students."

The changes, if approved,
will mean the district will save
less than they hoped to cut
$5.5-$6 million of the estimat-
ed $12 million it needs to trim
from its budget. The committee
had recommended that it seek
help from employee groups to
make up the difference.

"This is a give-and-take situ-
ation, we're just going to have
to bite the bullet," Monit said.

It also appears the board
heeded residents call to delay
voting on the recommenda-
tions. According to Monit, the
board will most likely take it
up at a special meeting, quite
possibly on Monday, Dec. 14.

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
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"I USED TO WONDER IF MOM WAS LONELY

NOW SHE HAS MORE
FRIENDS THAN I DO."

yxw mom lives by herself,
it's only natural to worry about her
•during the course of your day. After
all, you remember a time when she was
constantly on the go. Nowadays, she
stays home more and more, Yoti find
yourself constantly wondering: Is she
lonely? Is she safe? Is she happy?

Help quiet your worries by looking into
senior living at The Park at TrowbriAge.
Marty seniors are energized, with a whole
new zest for life as they socialize with
people their own age, people they can

At The Park &t Trowbrxdge, you'll
enjoy rediscovering the things you've
always loved to do like exploring the
Detroit Institute of Ail, shopping at
the Somerset Collection or taking in a
movie at the Palk

See for yourself why seniors living at
The Park at Trowhrldge experience an.
invigorating sense of independence, .
freedom and optimism.

Your story contintiies

For more information.
or to visit, call today!
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MBELLISH(YOUR LIFE

Macy's, JC Penney, Sears, Kohl's & Over 80 Specialty Stores • 734-421-0291

Located on the corner of Wayne & Warren Roads • www.westiandcenter.com
OE08682648
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• Bring this ad in to receive
$1.00 off the price of
2 regular admissions-

Regular admission
S.I (U) per person

Phone: (734) 459-0050 email: handcrajftersunltd@yahoo.com
www.handcraftersunlimited.com
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Program helps girls dash into life's lessons
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Louise LeBlanc knew about
the international Girls on the
Run program from Runner's
World magazine, and decided
she'd try to buy the program to
get it started in the Plymouth-
Canton area.

The cost was prohibitive,
and LeBlanc decided to seek
out sponsors. On the day
she came home from talking
with one prospective spon-
sor, her daughter brought
her good news: The program
already existed locally, in
partnership with Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools'
Continuing Education and the
Plymouth YMCA.

"It was meant to be," said
LeBlanc, who now coaches the
program. "I love what it stands
for. I love that it teaches life-
time skills."

GOTR is a 10-week program
run twice a year - once in the
fall, another in the spring
- that focuses on life lessons
such as building teamwork,
sportsmanship and being a
good citizen in the community.

Lessons include things like
"Being a girl of your word"
and "values are valuable." The
program, which started as a
YMCA pilot at Central Middle
School in 2007, had 16 run-
ners this year, including 12
third-graders and four fifth-
graders. The girls meet twice
a week after school. The pro-
gram costs $100 per session,
some $25 cheaper than most
similar programs, according to
LeBlanc.

"The YMCA has been great
at keeping the fees to a mini-
mum," she said. "They help
families needing assistance,
thanks to generous donors in
the Strong Kids Campaign."

Teamwork comes into play
for community projects such

.A

Plymouth-Canton area runners took part in the YMCA's Flurry Scurry at Kensington Metro Park, capping the 10-week
Girls on the Run program.

"That was great to hear."
Natalie finished the 10-week

fall session, which culminated
in the "Flurry Scurry" run at
Kensington Park, and pro-
nounced the program a good one.

"I had fun," she said. "I learned
I'm perfect the way I am."

Leah Stevens wasn't sure she
wanted to join, but enjoyed it
in the end.

"Once I got into it, I really
liked it," she said. "We learn
teamwork, and it's fun."

The other fun part for
LeBlanc is watching not only
her girls, but their families, get
involved. The Flurry Scurry
drew 254 runners (16 Bentley
Elementary School runners
plus 20 of their family mem-
bers), including runners from
Allen, Bird, Bentley, Dodson,
Eriksson and Farrand elemen-
taries.

"It's a trickle-up effect,"
LeBlanc said. "It affects not
only these girls, but their fami-
lies. It really becomes a family
affair."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313)222-8899

Mackenzie Mace, 8, got well ahead of her family.

as the Soles for Souls shoe-col-
lection project and the Cards
for Soldiers program.

"It's about community,"
LeBlanc said. "Some of these
kids don't belong to a sport.
Running is an individual thing
where you can set your own
pace, but it also teaches the
girls about teams, because we
cheer each other on."

The idea is to help build self-
esteem among the girls, some-
thing LeBlanc sees happening
in her own home. Her 8-year-

old daughter, Natalie Gifford,
suffers from Osteogenesis
imperfecta, a genetic disorder
characterized by bones that
break easily, often from little
or no apparent cause.

Natalie "didn't want to be an
01 kid," prompting a discus-
sion with her mother "about
our bodies and what matters is
on the inside, not the outside,"
LeBlanc recalled.

"One day she just blurted
out to me, 'Mom, I'm fine just
the way I am,'" LeBlanc said.

School board considers
another election switch

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

About a year ago, the
Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education voted to
move its election sched-
ule to every November
in what they said, at the
time, was a cost-cutting
move.

Apparently, they've
changed their minds.

School board trustees
will consider a resolu-
tion moving the school
elections to odd-year
Novembers when they
convene for their meeting
Monday at 7 p.m. in the
board office on Harvey
in downtown Plymouth,
school officials said
Friday.

A public hearing on the
election switch is sched-
uled as the first item on
the agenda for Monday's
meeting.

The latest switch report-
edly revolves around not
only costs, but political
factors such as the size
of the ballot, particularly
during presidential and
gubernatorial elections,
and a fear that political
parties may become more
involved in a local, non-
partisan election.

That was a concern for
board president Steven
Sneideman a year ago.

"Holding even-year
November elections will
encourage political par-
ties to influence our elec-
tions," said Sneideman,
then a trustee. "When
they're the ones that are
in Lansing deciding how

PUBLIC HEARING
• What: Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education meeting
• When: 7 p.m., Monday, Dec. 8
• Where: E.J. McClendon
Education Center, 454 Harvey,
Plymouth
• Included: A public hearing
on a resolution to move the
school elections from every
November to an odd-year
November schedule

much money we get every
year, I think that's a recipe
for disaster."

The move comes barely
a year after a 6-1 vote by
the board to switch to
every November. Until
then, Plymouth-Canton
had been splitting the
$100,000 cost of an
odd-year May election
with Schoolcraft College.
However, Schoolcraft
trustees voted to move to
even-year November elec-
tions to reduce their cost
to zero.

At the time, the board
passed on an even-year
November option that
would have cost them
nothing, since the election
would have included other
municipalities. Trustees
estimated at the time odd-
year elections would cost
the district some $84,000
because they would share
costs with the City of
Plymouth, which conducts
odd-year elections for its
city commission.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

Spree!

Enter for a

You Could Win a chance

Enter every time you shop at Novi Town Center this

Holiday season from now thru December 24th for

a chance to win one of five $200 Holiday Shopping

Sprees!

Join us for the annual

Choral Fest

Come discover great gift ideas at stores like Children's

Place, Old Navy, Borders Books & Music, Running Fit,

TJ Maxx, Mattress & Futon Shoppe, AT&T Store and

Bodies In Motion and many more specialty shops.

Enjoy lunch or dinner at Athenian Coney Island,

Bonefish Grill, Pei Wei Asian Diner, Potbelly's Sandwich

Works and other great restaurants.

For complete details on oyr Holiday Sweepstakes,


