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On Saturday. Dec. 5, noon to 3
p.m., Shop Canton will be host-
ing a holiday event, "HO, HO, HO
and a Whole Lot More," in the
Red Block (between Sheldon and
Morton Taylor) and the Green Block
(between Morton Taylor and Lilley).

Santa will be there to greet
the little ones at a great location
inside JC Penney, and there will
be Carriage Rides at the Harvard
Square Shopping Center. The
Stuff-a-Bus (toy donation collec-
tion) has named our own Canton
Goodfellows as one of the recipients
and will be at Borders Bookstore. A
magician will be at Canton Cinema,
face painters will be at Paul's Fine
Jewelry, and a balloon artist will be
at Once Upon a Child.

For more information, call (734)
453-4040.

The Plymouth Whalers host
the 10th annual Teddy Bear
Toss during the Saturday, Dec. 5
game against Sault Ste. Marie at
Compuware Arena in Plymouth
Township.

Fans are asked to bring a teddy
bear to throw on the ice when the
Whalers score their first goal.

Over the last nine years, the
event has resulted in thousands
of teddy bears being donated to
organizations like the Children
Charities. The bears are used
to comfort children at disaster
scenes and during times of crisis.

The Plymouth Salvation Army
announced that Faith Stimulus
Grants will be in effect through June
30, and that funds for the newly
unemployed are still available.

Criteria for the funding is:
Proof of unemployment (letter of

separation, documentation from
state, bank statement showing
automatic deposit of unemploy-
ment funds), and applicants must
reside in the Plymouth Salvation
Army's service area (Northville,
Plymouth, Canton and Belleville).

For more information, call the
Plymouth Salvation Army, (734)
453-5464.

The Compassionate Friends are
set for their annual candlelight vigil
to honor children lost too soon 7
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13, in Kellogg
Park in downtown Plymouth.

Two trees will be decorated
with ornaments dedicated to
lost loved ones. The names of all
registered loved ones will be read
during the vigil, which will also
include poems, music and the
candle lighting.

To register a name or for more
information, e-mail tcfcandlelight@
yahoo.com or call (734) 981-4528.
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John Santomauro retires at the end of the month after a 24-year career with the Canton Public Safety Department.

Hanging up his badge
Sun sets on public safety chief's long career

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Far from the New York City
school where his boyhood
dream of becoming a U.S.
Marine began, and a world
away from the Vietnam battle-
field where his combat med-
als included a Purple Heart
for shrapnel wounds, John
Santomauro seems content
as he closes out a 40-year law
enforcement career that tops a
long list of achievements.

Santomauro, Canton's long-
time public safety director, will
retire as December ends and
as he closes the door, just one
more time, of his third-floor
office in the township's admin-
istration building. At 60, he
has dedicated the last 24 years
of his career to making this
community a safer place.

"I don't know how I could
have had a more enjoyable
career than Canton has offered
me," Santomauro said, reflect-
ing on his life from behind his
desk. "It was 24 years of a great
run."

Long before he changed
Canton's approach to public
safety, Santomauro, an only
child, recalls seeing trenehcoat-
clad police officers walking the
streets near the public school he
attended in New York's Queens
borough. As a fifth-grader, he
also was riveted to a Marines
brochure he saw.

By age 13, Santomauro's

John Santomauro started with the
Canton Police Department in 1985.

stepfather had died, and he
moved with his mother to
live with relatives in Garden
City, where he attended high
school before enlisting in the
Marines. His duty included
a 13-month stint in Vietnam,
and he served in combat dur-
ing the bloody Tet Offensive.
He survived malaria and
shrapnel wounds, finished
his tour, earned several med-
als and commendations and
achieved the rank of staff
sergeant before his honorable
discharge.

"It was a very traumatic life
experience," Santomauro said of
Vietnam. "For me, it was a cata-
lyst for growth, for what leader-
ship is in its purest form, for
learning to accept life as it is."

John Santomauro earned a Purple
Heart while serving in Vietnam.

Santomauro has kept in his
office a Vietnam photo album
and scrapbook meticulously
compiled by his daughter,
Tamara Danaher. He also has
a son, two grandchildren, two
stepchildren and is married to
wife Laura.

After he returned from
Vietnam, Santomauro was
only 20 years old when he got
his first police job in 1969
in Farmington, where he
achieved the rank of deputy
chief, before leaving for the top
slot of public safety director in
Pittsfield Township in 1982.
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Road widening projects evade budget ax
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A long-awaited project to
widen Canton Center Road from
two lanes to five between Cherry
Hill and Palmer is expected
to begin as early as April and
potentially conclude by next
Labor Day, township Municipal
Services Director Tim Faas said.

Across town, another one-mile
project to broaden Sheldon Center
Road from two lanes to five between
Canton Center and Joy could pos-
sibly start late next year and take a
year to complete, Faas said.

The multimillion-dollar proj-
ects, mostly funded by federal
dollars, will happen because
they already were set in motion
before a budget crunch prompt-
ed local officials to eliminate
other road projects next year.

Plans to widen and improve

the stretches of Canton Center
and Sheldon Center come as the
two roads continue to deterio-
rate amid heavy traffic.

"They badly need to be five
lanes," Faas said.

County officials are expected
to maintain traffic in both
directions during the projects,
with periodic closures possible.

Canton Center's widening,
backed by $4.5 million in fed-
eral money and just $35,000 in
township funds, also includes
improving the Palmer Road and
Heritage Drive intersections,
and closing a sidewalk gap near
the township's library. State-
administered bids are expected
to be sought starting this week.

Sheldon Center's five-lane
project, backed by $3.8 million
in federal funds and $957,000
from the township, also includes
improving intersections and traf-

fic signals, including moving one
traffic light further south from
Gallimore Elementary School.

Ken Jacobs, deputy superin-
tendent of Plymouth-Canton
schools, said parents and school
officials have long hoped for
changes along Sheldon Center.

"I know our school community
has been anxiously waiting for
that to happen," he said. "I think
it's going to be a vast improve-
ment, not only for Gallimore
school, but all the traffic that
moves along that road."

Under the new plan, motorists
traveling north on Sheldon will
be routed slightly west to Sheldon
Center to improve traffic flow.
That will allow work crews to
remove about 1,000 feet of exist-
ing pavement on Sheldon, imme-
diately south of Sheldon Center,

Study shows
Canton among
safest in U.S.

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton has Michigan's lowest crime rate
— and ranks as the nation's 22nd safest commu-
nity — in a new crime analysis of 393 cities and
townships with a population more than 75,000.

The latest feather in Canton's safety cap comes
from CQ Press, a Washington, D.C., publisher
that issues crime rankings and other data on
American politics, government, elections and
world affairs.

CQ, a division of SAGE Publications,
just issued its latest findings in City Crime
Rankings, a 388-page publication using 2008
FBI crime data for murder, rape, robbery, aggra-
vated assault, burglary and motor vehicle theft.

Canton's ranking as the nation's 22nd safest
community with a population more than 75,000
placed it higher than Michigan cities such as
Livonia (32nd), Troy (38th), Farmington Hills
(40th), Sterling Heights (41st), Ann Arbor (56th)
and others.

Detroit ranked 390th out of 393 U.S. com-
munities in the safety rankings. Colonie, N.Y.,
placed No. 1.

Canton Public Safety Director John
Santomauro wasn't surprised by the township's
enviable position. Other surveys have consistent-
ly ranked Canton at or near the top of Michigan's
safest communities.

"It is a compliment to the organization and the
community that our crime rates have remained
low throughout the past year of economic and
demographic changes," Santomauro said. "Our
low crime rate can be attributed to our proactive
method of policing, as well as our ongoing part-
nerships and support within the community."

Statistics revealed that Canton, a commu-
nity of nearly 90,000 residents, averaged 19-71
crimes per 1,000 residents. That broke down
into 18.29 property crimes per 1,000 residents
and just 1.42 violent crimes.

Canton has continued to make strides with
its community policing, which assigns teams of
police officers to certain geographic areas; its
Community Watch program, which involves resi-
dents and businesses being vigilant and report-
ing crime; and its Crime Analysis Unit, which
allows the township to target certain areas
where crime trends emerge.

"At the end of the day, it's about the cop on the
street," Santomauro said.

Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy said Canton's
latest ranking as one of the nation's safestcom-
munities can only continue to bolster its image.

"People want to live and have their families
live and play and work in a community that's
safe," he said. "It's obviously a big priority for
people, so I think it's a huge plus for the com-
munity."

Moreover, local officials say it lends credence
to Canton's claims as one of the safest communi-
ties when an independent report, compiled by
outside analysts, reaches similar conclusions.

"It's an indicator. It's a measurement.
Obviously it's a pretty good indicator that we're
doing a lot of good things and the right things,"
LaJoy said. "We didn't ask for that (latest rank-
ing), but we got it, and we're going to try to con-
tinue to go in that direction."
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Canton hired him in 1985,
and he headed up the old
police station near Geddes and
Sheldon before he embarked on
a career-defining task of creat-
ing a nominally consolidated
police and fire, or public safety,
department. Santomauro over-
sees a department of nearly
200 employees.

"Without question, he was the
architect of what we have today,
which in my opinion is the fin-
est public safety department in
the state of Michigan," township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said in

September, when Santomauro
announced plans to retire.

True to his military back-
ground, Santomauro imple-
mented a rigid department
philosophy and culture requir-
ing officers to. have short hair,
a polished look, a minimum
two-year college degree and
other training, plus the ability
to pass a rigorous test.

"We have continued to do
that," he said — and many offi-
cers haven't made the cut.

Santomauro led the charge
to form certain regional
crime-fighting organizations,
such as the Western Wayne
Special Threats Response
Unit, and in Canton he spear-

headed efforts to give public
safety officers the tools they
needed for their evolving jobs
— ranging from in-car laptop
computers to a fire truck with
a 100-foot aerial ladder.

Canton Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher commended
Santomauro's knowledge and
leadership.

"It wasn't like coming to work
every day. It was like going to
school," Rorabacher said. "His
knowledge was so vast. The pro-
cess to make decisions, to dis-
agree and to communicate was
honed to such perfection that
it really made business easy.
It wasn't all smooth, but even
when we had disagreements, it
was never personal, and there
was never a mean word.

"I truly admire the guy,"
Rorabacher added. "He has
been more than a mentor."

During his law enforce-
ment career, Santomauro
continued his education. He
earned his bachelor's degree in
o<-\̂ 4o.l omonno -Pr-mm, "K/[nAnT\r\n
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University and his master's
degree in interdisciplinary
technology from Eastern
Michigan University. He also
is a graduate of the 164th
session of the FBI National
Academy, and has held numer-
ous positions such as president
of the Wayne County Chiefs of
Police Association.

As the low point of his
career, Santomauro cited the
2003 death of Gordon "Lew"
Stevens — the only Canton
police officer ever killed in
the line of duty. Steveris was
killed when his patrol car was
hit by another vehicle after he
stopped to investigate a suspi-
cious situation.

"It was a traumatic shock for
our organization," Santomauro
said, but the department
struggled through it and "came
out of it stronger."

After he retires, Santomauro
plans to continue part-time
teaching and lecturing at
places like Eastern Michigan
University. He and wife Laura
want to travel, and he plans
to spend more time with fam-
ily, including grandchildren
Amanda, 13, and Connor, 10.

Deputy Police Chief Patrick
Nemecek has been tapped as
his successor, and Santomauro
has confidence the depart-
ment — already nationally
accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies — will
continue to flourish.

"The talent pool is so deep in
this organization, it is unbeliev-
able," Santomauro said. "The
greatest legacy I could leave is
not only will this place be fine,
but will it continue to grow and
evolve? I believe it will."

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

"Without question, he was the architect of what we have today, which in
my opinion is the finest public safety department in the state of Michigan,"
township Supervisor Phil LaJoy said of John Santomauro (above), who
retires at the end of the month.
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and turn it into green space.
"It will be safer," Faas said,

"and there will be less traffic

congestion."
As a formality, Wayne County

and Canton will have an envi-
ronmental assessment public
hearing 5-7 p.m. Monday, Dec.
21, at township hall. The only
real change involves expanding
a culvert near a county drain.
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Make your holidays more colorful on Canton's Ford Road.

Bring toys for needy children to the Borders parking lot
Toys go to various children's charities and a portion of the toys collected will go to The Canton Goodfellows.

Brought co you by rhe?

Canton Marketing Partners:
Canton Downtown Development Authority
Canton Chamber of Commerce
Canton Leisure Services

Come see Santa at jCPenney on Ford Rd.
Parents are welcome to take photos.

Be sure to pickup your bag full of coupons at the
Shop Canton Gazebo or Canton Info. Booths!

Delight in the Amazing Clark Magician at Canton Cinema.
Shows at 12:30 pm, 1:30 pm and 2:30 pm

Enjoy a complimentary Carriage Ride in Harvard Square at Ford and Sheldon.

Visit Once Upon a Child to see the Balloon Artist and enjoy refreshments.

Pop into Potbellys for some five music, Clyde Brown on guitar.

Have your face painted at Paul's Fine jewelry and enjoy refreshments.

Stop by WOMC 104.3FM Prize Machine and see the Amp 98.7FM promotion
team in Canton Corners. You might even see "The jazz Cat"!

Take a break at Sign A Rama and have hot chocolate and cookies!

Feeling crafty? Kids can make a Rudolf Ornament and
warm up with some cocoa at Wedding SC Celebration Creations.

Don't forget Fido! Stop by PETCO and be sure to get your pet's picture
taken with Santa. (See store for details)

Applebee's
BuyBuy Baby
Canton China Restaurant
Comic City
Cigar Hut
Dollar Tree
Donoven's Salon
Mirage Restaurant
Once Upon A Child
Paul's Fine jewelry SC Gifts
PETCO
Potbelly Restaurant
Red Wing Shoes
Richardson's Sav-mor Drugstore
Sign A Rama
Wedding SC Celebration Creations
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Toy drive
The Plymouth Canton

Kiwanis Club is collecting
toys for the Salvation Army
through Dec. 8.

Bring new unwrapped toys
to Citizen's Bank at 6549
Canton Center Road or Help-
U-Sell Real Estate at 7120
Haggerty Road.

The greatest need is for toys
or games for 10-18 year olds.
If you have any questions,
please contact Kiwanis at
(734) 981-0460.

Craft show
The 19th annual St. Thomas

a' Becket Craft Show will be
held this Saturday, Dec. 5 from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 555 S. Lilley
in Canton.

Over 80 crafters will be
present. Lunch will be avail-
able and there will also be
a raffle. Stop by for some
unique holiday gifts and shop-
ping fun.

Historical Hold 'em
The Canton Historical

Society hosts a "Texas
Hold 'Em" event at Rose's
Restaurant, 201N. Canton
Center Road, Dec. 10-12, from
8 p.m. to 2 a.m.

The event will feature sit-
and-go tournaments, cash
games, Omaha, a smoke-free
environment, professional
dealers, full-service bar, a late-
night menu and a midnight
pizza buffet.

For more information, call
Rose's at (734) 981-99Q4.

Toys for Tots
The Goddard School began

collecting new, unwrapped
Toys for Tots on Monday, Nov.
23. The U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve Toys for Tots program
distributes the donated toys as
holiday gifts to needy children
in the community.

The goal of the Toys for Tots
program is to not only deliver
a new toy during the holidays,
but also a message of hope
to less fortunate youngsters
throughout the United States.
The Goddard School uses
cause-related opportunities
like Toys for Tots to teach their
little students the importance
of helping others.

A Toys for Tots collection
box will be located in the lobby
of the school through Dec. 16
for donations. The Goddard
School is located at 6697 N
Canton Center Road. For more
information, call (734) 454-
4737.

Luminaria sale
The Plymouth Symphony

Orchestras will be selling
Luminaria kits for the holiday
season. Each kit will consist
of 10 white paper bags as well
as 10 candles. The kits can be
purchased for $5 in Plymouth
at Gabriala's, Saxton's,
Sideways, and The Plymouth
Canton Symphony office locat-
ed at 774 N. Sheldon Road.

The Luminaria kits will
also be for sale in between the
6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Plymouth
Symphony "Home for the
Holidays" POPS concert that
will be taking place in the
historic Penn Theatre located
downtown Plymouth on
Thursday, Dec. 17.

The Luminaria kits are
: i _ l - 1 ~ 4-1 1. TPi n*
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For further information con-
tact the Plymouth Canton
Symphony Society at (734)-
451-2112.

Holiday party
The merchants of the Red

and Green blocks of Canton's
Ford Road invite families to
a holiday party to kick off the
season noon-3 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 5. This free family-
friendly event will include
taking your own pictures with
Santa at JCPenney; free car-
riage rides at the Harvard
Square Shopping Center; "The
Amazing Clark" magic shows
at Canton Cinema; face paint-
ing at Paul's Fine Jewelry and
Gifts; live music at Potbelly
Sandwich shop; hot chocolate
and cookies at Sign-A-Rama;
balloon artist at Once Upon
a Child; free pet pictures
with purchase at Petco; Kids
Craft at Wedding Celebration
Creations; WOMC 104.3-FM
prize machine and The Amp
98.7-FM promotion team at
Canton Corners.

For more information go
online to www.shopcanton.
org.

Book signing
Award-winning author/

photographer Cheryl Vatcher-
Martin of Canton will be auto-
graphing copies of her latest

I —; :::•-

DAVID REED

Helping the hungry
Beth Sexton (left) donates canned goods to volunteers Cassie Berlin (middle)
and Delaney Carr Saturday night at the Plymouth Cultural Center, where a
canned food drive preceded a hockey game between Canton and Salem. All are
from Plymouth. For the game story, piease turn to the Sports section.

release, "The Cornstalks Are
Whispering" at the Holiday
Shoppe & Craft Show 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5
at the Hawthorne Valley in
cvcauauu.

Her brand new book, "The
Cornstalks Are Whispering,"
was inspired by a local corn-
field in Canton and her former
residence in Massachusetts.
The book garnered her a fic-
tion award in 2008 through
the Lowell Council For The
Arts, in Lowell, Mich.

Additionally, her books and
fine art photographs are avail-
able in Orion Township's Art
Center for the holiday market
which runs Dec. 7-20.

Her second solo fine
art photography art show,
"Expressions II" is on exhibit
presently and her pieces are
available for purchase at the
Flat Rock Library. She'd be
happy to schedule a school
visit to read her books, too.
She can be reached at per-
oin5@comcast.net or (734)
397-1626.

Martin is the owner of Pero
Inc., a full service writing,
coaching, editing, consulting,
photography, teaching, tutoring,
and publishing company. She's
also a presenter and speaker.
She can be reached at (734)
397-1626. E-mail at peroinc5@
comcast.net. As an instructor
she is offering a new children's
writing course, and French and
Spanish classes through Wayne-
Westland Community Schools.
For further information: (734)
419-2426.

Commercial Residential

"Service at its Best"

www.carpetsetcetera.com

As our way of saying Thank You for a great year3

we are offering J . . 5 - :: 151 room of carpet cleaned
per household

No purchase necessary

Come to our showroom to pick up your coupon.
Hurry in - Limited Quantities
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Bring this ad in to receive
$1.00 offthe price of
2 regular admissions*

efill:1.:' admission
SJ>.00 per person

Canton Goodfellows
Canton Goodfellow's "No

child without a Christmas"
Collection continues through
Dec. 9 at Showroom of
Elegance 6018 Canton Center
Road.

Bring in canned goods,

nonperishable items or cash
donation for the Canton
Goodfellows and receive a gift
from our Santa Bag. All gifts
are with a retail value of $20
or more.

"This is our way to
help those children in the
Plymouth/Canton school
district that are in need and
wouldn't otherwise have a
Christmas or food while out of
school on the holiday break,"
said Linda Robin, Showroom
of Elegance owner. "Our need
is great this year with over 700
children to provide for. We
need so much help. Please join
us in this mission."

For more information, call
(734)207-1906.

Coffee with SSavens
State Rep. Dian Slavens,

D-Canton, invites residents to
join her for a cup of coffee and
conversation at a coffee hour
on Monday, Dec. 7, from 9-10
a.m. at the Canton Big Boy,
45250 Ford Road, in Canton.

"Meeting with residents

our community in Lansing,"
Slavens said. "Times are tough
right now in Michigan, and we
have to do everything we can
to get our economy back on
track. That's why I encourage
you to join me and share your
thoughts and concerns with
me as I continue fighting to
create jobs and move our state
forward."

If your business or organiza-
tion is interested in hosting
an event with Slavens, please
call her office toll-free at (888)
347-8021 or send an e-mail to
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov.

Chorale auditions
BeckRidge Chorale

announces audtitions for the
second half of its 36th season.

Auditions will be held
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7-9:30
p.m. at Plymouth First
United Methodist Church in
Plymouth.

To get more information
and to sign up for an audition
go to: www.beckridgechorale.
org. While there you may also

and getting their in^ut on the purchase tickets to BeckRidge
issues that matter most to Chorale and/or Cherry Hill
them helps me to better serve Singers upcoming concerts.

No matter which Honda Generator model you choose, you're getting quiet, reliable

power for all sorts of things like camping, RVing, working outside or even home back-up.
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Macy's Optical

Designer

Our Doctor or Yours - We fill all prescriptions. Convenient eye exam appointments available!

Use Your Vision Benefits or Flex Spending by December 31,2009.

Northland Westland Oakland Lakeside Twelve Oaks
248-443-4520 734-458-5588 248-597-2956 586-566-2766 248-344-6994

the magic of
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macys.com

^Selected designer frames 25% off. Some special orders excluded. **Offer includes standard no-line Instinctive bifocals.
Additional charge may be applied for strong prescription. Other progressives, specialty lenses and lens options are additional.
Designer sunglass frames not included. Complete pair purchase required. See optician for details. Cannot be combined with

any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Selection varies by location. Not valid where prohibited by law.
tEye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Reg. prices are offering prices and savings may not be
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CRIME WATCH

Masked gunman gets
away In Wendy's heist
.; A masked gunman robbed
' the Wendy's restaurant on

Michigan Avenue east of 1-275
and escaped with an undis-
closed amount of cash around
7:40 p.m. Sunday, according to
Canton police. No shots were
fired.

Witnesses told police alone
gunman walked in, jumped over
the counter, brandished a hand-
gun and ordered an employee to
open a cash register.

The bandit escaped out
the back door and was last
seen going north on Lotz, but

officers brought a police dog
to the scene to help in their
search.

Witnesses described the sus-
pect as a black male wearing
black clothing and a mask.

Police Sgt. Mark Gajeski
urged anyone with informa-
tion to call Canton police at
(734) 394-5400 or, to make
an anonymous tip for a pos-
sible cash reward, call Crime
Stoppers at (800) SPEAK-UP.

Counterfeit bills
* | Police confiscated sev-
fcf eral counterfeit $20 bills
from a man after making a
traffic stop for an expired
license plate on Old Michigan
Avenue, southeast of Michigan
Avenue and Haggerty near
the entrance to the Sherwood
mobile home park.

Police stopped the 1999
Dodge Caravan about 1 a.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 24, and arrested
him after learning he had a
suspended driver's license.
Officers discovered the coun-
terfeit money after they took
him to the police station and
he emptied his pockets.

The man gave authorities
conflicting accounts of how he
got the money, and the investi-
gation was continuing.

Joy Rd. Joy Rd.

Mott Rd Yost Rd. Van Born Rd.

BBB offers shopping safety tips

Van vanishes

^ A man told police his 2000
«# Ford van was stolen shortly
before 4:30 p.m. Friday after
he parked it at the Meijer store
on Ford Road east of Canton
Center.
The man said he and his son
went inside the store, and he
told police he believed he had
locked the doors of the vehicle.

When the pair left the store,
the van was missing.

Apartment break-in
M A man who lives on Cranbury

*Tr Court, northwest of Lilley and
Warren, reported that someone
went into his apartment and
stole money from three jars,
along with two portable gaming
systems. The incident happened
between 6:45 p.m. Nov. 24 and
12:30 a.m. Nov. 25.

The man told police he had
been visited by a friend before
the theft occurred. The victim
had to leave to go to a college
class, and he said he returned

home to find the items had
been stolen.

He indicated the sliding
door of his apartment was
unlocked. The incident was
under investigation.

Thanksgiving theft
j ^ A woman who lives on
«sJGlen Eagle told police that
a GPS and a docking station
for her Sirius radio were taken
between 9:30 p.m. Nov. 25
and 5:30 p.m. Nov. 26 after
she parked her vehicle in the
driveway of her residence.

She told police she believed
she had locked the doors, but
she didn't hear her car alarm
going off when the items were
stolen.

The woman told police that
a few nights earlier, someone
had tried to pry open the driv-
er's side door of her vehicle, but
fled when the alarm went off.

- Compiled by Staff Writer
Darrell Clem from Canton Police

Department reports.

BY JULIE BROWN

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Tim Burns, public affairs
director for the BBB Serving
Eastern Michigan, sees shop-
pers who fall pray to scams
this time of year.

"What we see is an increase
in crimes that try to take
advantage of people when they
may be harassed or distract-
ed," said Burns, an attorney.
The BBB sees an increase in
"phishing" scams in which fake
post office, FedEx or UPS e-

Those fake e-mails can
introduce a virus granting
access to your computer. "They
can look up and see what
information you have stored
online," such as Social Security
number, bank account and
credit card information, Burns
said.

The BBB also sees mystery
shopper offers this time of year
that are bogus. The "shopper"
is told to spend some money
and keep some for herself,
when in fact the check is coun-
terfeit. In some cases, shop-
pers are asked to wire money
back.

"You find yourself holding
the bag for the money that's
missing," Burns said of the
checks which even bank tell-
ers have trouble detecting as
counterfeit. Some such shop-
pers send products back over-
seas, helping the unscrupulous
person to resell the product.
You'll be out the money and
the product, and have commit-
ted fraud.

Burns warns against ads for
professional gift wrappers for
so-called "clients. You're help-
ing them to launder money," he
said of such scams, which can
seem like an easy way to make
extra holiday money.

He also sees copying of
legitimate Web sites on the
Internet, but a closer look
reveals money's sent to and
processed at a different site.
Those committing this scam
hope you'll be fooled by such
things as the BBB seal and
won't look more closely.

Charity scams are some-
thing to check on this time
of year as well, Burns said,
urging you check affiliations.
Some dishonest people will
even add a greater amount to
your check before cashing it.
"Tnc+ Tviiolro cnvo -?rr\n t i V o eriTYio

basic precautions," he said.
The Better Business Bureau

offers the following tips for
holiday shoppers:

•Before making a purchase,
ask the merchant about its
refund and exchange policy. A
store is not obligated to accept
items for refund, exchange,
or credit unless the item is
defective or was misrepre-
sented. Never assume that the
merchandise can be returned.
Refund and exchange poli-
cies vary from store to store,
so before making a purchase
inquire about and completely
understand the store's policy.
To make the process easier,
be sure to save all tags and
receipts and bring the mer-
chandise back in good condi-
tion and as soon as possible.
Remember that some stores
have a time limit for returns.

•Protect your identity. Clean
out your wallet, purse, or pock-
etbook before heading out for
shopping. Remove unneces-
sary credit cards, debit cards,
your Social Security card,
and other unneeded docu-
ments that could compromise
your identity if lost or stolen.
Pickpockets will be out in
force during the holiday sea-
son. The more documents that

you carry with you, the more
difficult and time-consuming
it will be to report and recover
from their loss.

•Guard your PIN number.
If you are using a debit card or
withdrawing money from an
ATM, stand between the next
person in line and the debit
card machine when entering
your pin number. Don't worry
about being impolite, it is rude
to stand in view of another
person's personal banking
information.

•Be aware of your surround-
inrrc r»nn'+ fr»vo-o+ +r> taVo

simple precautions to protect
your personal safety. Men can
carry their wallets in a front
pocket, which is less suscep-
tible to pickpocketing. Women
can place their purse strap
over their head and across
their chest. The bait and
switch trick is popular during
the holidays where someone
will switch a worthless bag for
yours when you are not look-
ing. Keep an eye or a hand on
your bags at all times. When
shopping at night, park in a
well-lit area. Be careful get-
ting into and out of your car at
the shopping mall. If you feel
uncomfortable for any reason,
find mall security and ask for
an escort.

•Make smart gift card
purchases. Gift cards have
become very popular during
the holidays and Michigan has
some very specific regulations
to protect consumers who use
them; but these rules don't
apply to gift cards purchased
or used in another state or
those that are issued by finan-
cial institutions vs. those from
retailers and restaurants. Be
aware that some gift cards
have expiration dates, activa-
tion fees, or conditions on how
they can be used.

Your are cordially invited to our

If you ever wondered what one of our beautiful apartments look like,
well NOW IS THE TIME to come and see!

can choose from a
Villa Apartments or Cottages

receive a mierewowe or
$25© towards

first month's rent!

mall
or SISSIS® towards
first month's rent! ~ >.*?'.' \«

Just an added "gift" from the Village of Redford to make our residents new "home for the holidays
a little homier! Lease must be signed by December 31, 2009.

J/ndehenderti

jilaeeol
25330 West Six Mile Road

Just East of Beech Daly Road
Redford, Michigan 48240 •

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY (313) 531 -6874) . V;-

Presbyterian Villages of Miehfgan ^n\-t, •• •
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Santa Claus is coming to town
at Dixboro General Store from
noon to 4 p.m. on Dec. 5-6,
12-13 and 19-20, with a special
reindeer appearance on Dec. 13.

Call 734-663-5558 or visit
www.dixboro.com.

On the Nov. 12 Thanksgiving
Traditions holiday page A6, the
story, "A twist on tradition,"
should have read:

"Completely submerge the
bird in a large container for about
six days."

Executive Chef Jim Moschini
of the Culinary Arts Institute at
the Art Institute of Novi does not
recommend the use of a paint
bucket for this task. He also
recommends refrigerating the
turkey at all times during the
brining process.

For specific holiday-themed drama,
explore the latest seasonal decora-
tions powered by LED lighting. "New
color-changing technology now allows
lighting designers to have the ability to
specify custom color scenes or shows
to set a particular mood for festivities,"
says David Wilkins, president and
CEO of American Lighting in Colorado.
"Whether you desire a red roofline
or one that fades from red to green
and back to red, color-changing LED
technology offers creativity like never
before. You can produce the exact
ambiance you like at any moment
during your party or gathering this
season."

— Courtesy ofARAcontent

DAZZLE YOUR GUESTS WITH
HOLIDAY ETIQUETTE TIPS 101
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You've spent the entire day cooking
the perfect holiday feast. But it's an
hour before your guests arrive, and
you find yourself standing in front
of the table, listening to a little
nagging voice in your head.

Does the knife go on the left, fork
on the right, or is it the other way
around? Is that centerpiece too tall?
Should I go ahead and put food on
table before guests arrive, or do
I wait until everyone gets here?

If you can't answer those ques-
vn'+- -Pool
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eat-on-the-run world, you're not the
only one to flunk holiday etiquette.

"Table manners have become a
lost art," says etiquette expert Jill
Slatter. "Think back 15 or 20 years
ago, families gathered every evening
for a proper meal. But these days
we're all stretched so thin juggling
work, school and home, most folks
don't have time to sit down together,
so when holidays roll around no one's
sure what to do at a formal meal."

Slatter is an etiquette coach
at Greensboro, N.C.-based
Replacements, Ltd., touted as the
world's largest supplier of old and
new china, silver, crystal and col-
lectibles. The company is bombarded
with questions this time of year from
folks looking for a crash course in

proper manners and table settings.
Based on the most frequently asked
questions, Slatter offers this quick
holiday etiquette 101 to give you
insight that will dazzle your guests.

Set the perfect table
• Forks to the left, knives and

spoons to the right. Only set out
utensils that will be used for various
courses. "If you're not serving soup
or salad, you certainly don't want
an pvtra cnnnn r»r fart in vnnr niapp

setting," Slatter says. "Not only will
those get in the way, the extra uten-
sils may confuse your guests."

• The bread plate goes on the left
of the dinner plate, glasses on the
right.

• Wait to pour. Water glasses
should be the only glasses filled
before your guests arrive. Iced tea,
wine and other beverages should
be poured once everyone is seated.
Wine should be filled halfway, not
to the rim.

° Salad and bread should be the
only food on the table when your
guests arrive.

• Courses are generally served
in the following order in the United
States: appetizer, soup, salad,
main course, dessert.

• Remember, the hostess always
sits last.

• Unscented candles are a great
part of holiday decor, but should only
be lit during the evening. "Another
thing to keep in mind, flickering
candles are more than a distraction,
those can cause headaches," warns
Slatter. "That's why you never want
to place burning candles directly in
front of your guest, and make sure
you situate the flame below
eye level."

• Centerpiece too tall? Sure those
flowers you spent hours arranging
are pretty, but will only get in the
way if your guests have to crane their
necks to look at each other. Make
sure your guests can see over any
table adornments.

• Passing isn't just in football.
Always pass food around the table
counter clockwise to the right and
refrain from serving yourself first.
Always pass the salt and pepper as a
set, even if you're only asked for one.

• Avoid the smear. Female guests
should blot their lips before sitting
down at the table. This will keep you
from getting lipstick stains on linen
napkins or glassware.

• Wait for the signal. Your host will
let you know when it's okay to begin
eating. They may make a prayer or
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statement or start by passing a dish.
• If you're not sure which utensil

to use with each course, start on the
outside and work in toward the plate.

• If you need to excuse yourself
temporarily, gently place your nap-
kin in your chair.

• Signify you're finished with the
meal by placing napkin to the left of
the dinner plate, and your fork and
knife side by side diagonally across
your plate with the sharp side of the
knife blade facing inward and the
fork tines down.

"One of the most panicked ques-
tions we hear concerns what to do if
you accidently break a piece of the
host's dinnerware," adds Slatter. "You
should certainly offer to replace the
broken piece especially if it has senti-
mental value for the host or hostess."

Slatter says don't lose hope if
your host doesn't know the name of
the pattern or the manufacturer-
you can always take advantage of
Replacements' free pattern identifi-
cation service.

If you're still in doubt about holi-
day etiquette 101, a cheat sheet is
just a mouse click away. You can find
place setting guides outlining the
correct layout for all meals at www.
replacements.com, under the site's
"neat things" tab. With these tips
in mind, you're sure to throw the
perfect gathering.

— Courtesy ofARAcontent
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DROP OFF

NURSERY
Christmas in the Country
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Our selection of Solid Wood Furniture and
Upholstered Furniture is one of the best selections of

furnishings you'll find anywhere!

Combine that with our fantastic selection of accessories,
and your house becomes a home!

5206 Plymouth Rd
In Ann Arbor

(734) 663-5558
www.dixboro.com
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yszar long!
No long lines.,.

M id ay traffic!
A card will be mailed

before delivery starts
announcing the gift! to get your holiday

shopping done in one
easy call!

Save over 25%

$52 50
for % year
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