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LIght the Tree

Community members are
invited io atiend the 3ist annual
tree-lighting ceremony 6-8:30
p-m. Wednesday at the Summit
on the Park and Heritage Park in
Canton.

The event will feature sights and
sounds of the season, in addition to
a variety of festive indoor and out-
door activities, including seasonal
entertainment, children’s crafts,
refreshments, and carriage rides
with hot cocoa. The event will also
include a special visit from Santa
and one of his trusted reindeer.

The official lighting ceremony
will take place outside the
Summit on the Park, located at
46000 Summit Parkway, at 7
p.m. There is no admission to this
event, but some activities may
require a small fee.

For more information, call (734)
394-5460 or visit www.cantonfun.org,

Stuff a bus

Staffers and volunteers for 96.3
WDVD will stuff three buses
full of new toys Friday through
Monday, Dec. 4-7, at several loca-
tions, including the Borders park-
ing lot in Canton.

The 96.3 WDVD Morning Show,
Blaine and Lisa with Allyson, will
Kkick off this year’s Stuff-A-Bus toy
drive by broadcasting live Friday,

. from the bus located at Woodward
and 13 Mile roads. DJs will contin-
ue to broadcast live over the week-
end at all three locations, including
Borders on Ford Road in Canton,
Woodward and 13 Mile roads
in Royal Oak and The Village of
Rochester Hills.

Toys will benefit local charities
including Beaumont Children’s
Hospital, Canton Goodfellows,
Ronald McDonald House,
Neighborhood Service Organization,
Lighthouse, Orchards Children’s
Services, Volunteers of America,
Bridgepoint, Detroit Rescue Mission
Missionaries and others.

The event is sponsored by
Beaumont Hospitals, The Village
of Rochester Hills, Shop Canton
and General RV. School buses are
provided by: Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools, Rochester
Community Schools and Royal
Qak Neighborhood & Schools.

special session

Because many of the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education’s
presentations are for specific
PTO and service organizations, it
wanted to offer a program for the
general public.

Anyone living within the PCCS
district boundary is invited to
attend this special session 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 2, at the E.J.
McClendon Education Center, 454
S. Harvey in Plymouth. Among
agenda items: swearing in of recent-
Iy elected school board members.

Target on Michigan Avenue in Canton.

Black (Friday) gold

Shoppers do post-Thanksgiving deal hunting

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Linda Robin thinks the econ-
omy tanked at about this time
last year, causing people to panic
and rein in their spending hab-
its and slowing down the post-
Thanksgiving Black Friday shop-
ping season.

This year, said the owner of
Showroom of Elegance in Canton,
people seem to have made adjust-
ments and are back on the shop-
ping trail.

“Everything hit this time last
year and people were too much
in a panic to do anything,” said
Robin, whose Showroom of
Elegance jewelry store showed a
steady flow of customers on Black
Friday. “I think people are adjust-
ing, and they’re going to have
their Christmas (this year). They
might be spending less money, but
they're still buying.”

Jessica Ponce was one of
those doing some spending. The
Ypsilanti woman was up and at
‘em by 6 a.m. Friday and, caught
outside Kohl’s in Canton, she said
shoppers can beat the bad econo-
my by finding the right bargains.

“You have to start early to catch
the good deals, or they’re gone by
6:30,” Ponce said. “The economy
doesn’t affect it as much if you
catch the good deals.”

" Shopping Center, Marilyn Best

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Heather McPherson tries to foad a box that's just a little too big for the back of her car. The Ypsifanti resident was shopping at

At Showroom of Elegance in Canton, 10-year-old Nina Pascua tries on a Pandora
bracelet and charm. Felicia Wroblewski helps her. Nina's mom, Kim Pascua, said
they were out shopping for gifts for others “and a little something for ourseives.”
The Pascuas live in Plymouth.

That’s why people were lined up
outside Kohl’s when employees
started arriving at 3 a.m., then
streamed through the doors an pers.
hour later. By noon, the Michigan
Avenue store was still crowded.

“It’s busy, better than last year,”
said Kohl’s store manager Alice
Barthelemey. “I think people are
tired of hearing the ‘blah, blah,
blah,” all the sad news, and want
to do something cheery.”

In the central court at Westland

of Canton was busy readinga .
Penney’s holiday shopper, baby-
sitting the bags of her fellow shop-

“My hip went out, I think I have
sciatica,” she said. “They gave me
this at Penney’s, this is all I have
to read. I've seen a lot of deals,
alot for me in it. Next year, I'm
bringing a book.”

Best hoped her hip would stop
hurting long enough to make it to

Please see FRIDAY, A3

New SOS office
drawing raves

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Aline formed outside Canton’s new
Secretary of State office — one of Michigan’s
largest — before employees even opened the
doors for business Wednesday morning,

Yet it didn't take drivers long to handle
their business once they entered the
6,000-square-foot West Wayne County
PLUS office, nestled in the Golden Gate
shopping center on Lilley south of Joy.

“It was really quick,” Canton resident
Kerri Krafft said, after stopping in and
getting her picture taken for her new driv-
er’s license. ‘

Accompanied by sons Cameron, 3, Ethan,
6, and Andrew, 9, Krafft first drove to the for-
mer SOS office on Ford Road near Sheldon,
only to find it had been closed and replaced
recently by the newer, bigger PLUS facility,
which offers a wider array of services.

“I think it’s very nice,” she said. “It’s
really clean.”

Plymouth resident Alison Gumbel
bought her new license plate tab just inside
the front door by using a credit card at the
new self-serve, ATM-style machine. She
didn’t miss the former long lines customers
used to endure prior to their birthdays.

“It was wonderful. It was the best birth-
day present I could have gotten,” Gumbel
said, describing her visit as “excellent.”

Secretary of State spokeswoman Kelly
Chesney said during a telephone interview
from Lansing that the new West Wayne
County PLUS office is intended to get cus-
tomers in and out quickly. Here’s how:

« The larger facility allows the office to
place more employees at the counter when
business is brisk.

» Workers often greet patrons and make
sure they have the documents they need
even before they reach the counter. )

o The self-serve station allows customers to
renew their license tabs inside the front door
lobby without even entering the main facility.
The machine accepts Discover, MasterCard
and Visa. “It’s very easy to use,” Chesney said.

» The office offers services such as same-
day titles and on-the-sport driving records
for people who may need them for pro-
spective employers.

« The PLUS office has more senior staff
members who can make what Chesney
described as “complex decisions” once rel-
egated to Lansing,

+ Aside from business hours of 9 a.m. to .
5 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays, the office also has extended
hours until 7 p.m. Wednesdays.

BILL BRESLER | STAFf PHOTOGRAPHER

Alison Gumbel of Plymouth uses the self-service
station at the Secretary of State's office in
Canton.

Aviation school 0K'd despite objections
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eroded by noise and traffic from

For Home a facility expected to draw hun-
Delivery call: dreds of studentg.

(866) 887-2737 But local officials and rep-

resentatives for the Michigan

[

Institute of Aviation Technology
sought to ease the concerns
Tuesday as the Canton Township
Board of Trustees gave sweeping
approval to two measures — a
rezoning and special land use
request — to accommodate the
school.

MIAT intends next year
to consolidate facilities from
Willow Run Airport and New

Boston inside a two-building,
124,905-square foot Canton
facility that formerly housed a
La-Z-Boy furniture distribution
center, east of Haggerty between
Palmer and Michigan Avenue.

MIAT President Charles
Hawes said the site will house a
vocational training school with
as many as 750 students and 120
employees on the 10-acre site.

Township officials embraced
MIAT’s plans to occupy a vacant
building, but several residents
of the Woodcreek subdivision
— west of Haggerty kitty-cor-
ner to the site — left Tuesday’s
meeting saying they felt deflated
that a proposal by one business
outweighed the concerns of 88
homeowners.

“Obviously we're disappoint-
ed,” one homeowners associa-

tion leader, Kim Michael, said.

From a technical perspective,
the township board rezoned the
property from Light Industrial
Research to Light Industrial 2
— and approved a special land
use — so that MIAT could open
its school on the site and poten-
tially create outdoor noise by
having students perform tests
on aircraft engines.

Woodcreek resident Diana
Dowdell questioned why the
township would allow addition-
al noise near a neighborhood
she said already is bothered by
the loudness of I-275 traffic,
overhead airplanes and nearby
trains.

But Hawes said if MIAT does
test aircraft engines outdoors,
it will comply with township
ordinances requiring noise lev-

Please see SCHOOL, A3
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| AROUND CANTON |

“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. ltems will

run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Corriveau coffee

State Representative Marc
Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30
at Parthenon Coney Island,
39910 Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

Holiday party

The merchants of the Red
and Green blocks of Canton’s
Ford Road invite families to
a holiday party to kick off the
season noon-3 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 5. This free family-
friendly event will include
taking your own pictures with
Santa at JCPenney; free car-
riage rides at the Harvard
Square Shopping Center; “The
Amazing Clark” magic shows
at Canton Cinema; face paint-

ing at Paul’s Fine Jewelry and
Grﬁ-q live music at ‘Pgﬂ'\p“v

AL S

Sandwich shop; hot chocolate
and cookies at Sign-A-Rama;
balloon artist at Once Upon
a Child; free pet pictures
with purchase at Petco; Kids
Craft at Wedding Celebration

Automotlve

Detailing

Creations; WOMC 104.3-FM
prize machine and The Amp
98.7-FM promotion team at
Canton Corners.

“One of the goals, for
the Canton Downtown
Development Authority
(DDA) and ShopCanton, is
to provide events that create
a sense of community,” said
Kathleen Salla, Canton’s DDA
Coordinator. “We are working
very hard to build a thriv-
ing business district, but we
realize there’s more to it than
that.”

For more information go
online to www.shopcanton.
org.

Book signing

Award-winning author/
photographer Cheryl Vatcher-
Martin of Canton will be auto-
graphing copies of her latest
release, “The Cornstalks Are
Whispering” at the Holiday
Shoppe & Craft Show 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5
at the Hawthorne Valley in
Westland,

Her brand new book, “The
Cornstalks Are Whispering,”
was inspired by a local corn-
field in Canton and her former
residence in Massachusetts.
The book garnered her a fic-
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tion award in

|| 2008 through
| the Lowell

d Council For

The Arts, in

Lowell, Mich.

Additionally,
her books and
fine art pho-
tographs are
available in Orion Township’s
Art Center for the holiday
market which runs Dec. 7-20.

Her second solo fine
art photography art show,
“Expressions II” is on exhibit
presently and her pieces are
available for purchase at the
Flat Rock Library. She’d be
happy to schedule a school
visit to read her books, too.
She can be reached at per-
oins@comcast.net or (734)
397-1626.

Martin is the owner of Pero
Inc., a full service writing,
coaching, editing, consulting,
photography, teaching, tutor-
ing, and publishing company.
She’s also a presenter and
speaker. She can be reached

Vatcher-Martin

" at (734) 397-1626. E-mail at

peroinc5@comcast.net. As an
instructor she is offering a new
children’s writing course, and
French and Spanish classes
through Wayne-Westland
Community Schools. For fur-
ther information: (734) 419~
2426.

| Toy drive

The Plymouth Canton
Kiwanis Club is collecting
toys for the Salvation Army
through Dec. 8.

Bring new unwrapped toys
to Citizen’s Bank at 6549
Canton Center Road or Help-
U-Sell Real Estate at 7120
Haggerty Road.

The greatest need is for toys
or games for 10-18 year olds.

- If you have any questions,

please contact Kiwanis at
(734) 981-0460.

Canton Goodfellows

Canton Goodfellow’s “No
child without a Christmas”
Collection continues through
Dec. 9 at Showroom of
Elegance, 6018 Canton Center
Road.

Bring in canned goods,
nonperishable items or cash
donation for the Canton
Goodfellows and receive a gift
from our Santa Bag. All gifts
are with a retail value of $20
or more.

“This is our way to
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help those children in the
Plymouth/Canton school
district that are in need and
wouldn’t otherwise have a
Christmas or food while out of
school on the holiday break,”
said Linda Robin, Showroom
of Elegance owner. “Our need
is great this year with over 700
children to provide for. We
need so much help. Please join
us in this mission.”

For more information, call
(734) 207-1906.

Passion for Fashion

Indigo Salon and Day
Spa and the Village Theater
present the first “Jingle Bell
Benefit, Passion for Fashion”
7:30-9 p.m. Dec. 2 at the
Cherry Hill Village Theater.

Passion for Fashion is dedi-
cated to raising funds for the
Canton Goodfellows Gifts for
Kids program. With your help
Indigo will be able to provide
over 600 children in need with
the Christmas of a lifetime.
Half of all proceeds received
from the 2009 Jingle Rell
Benefit, Passion for Fashion
will be used to purchase
Christmas gifts for those in
need.

Businesses interested in
making a donation can contact
Meghan Giersdorf, Indigo
Salon and Day Spa, 50545
Cherry Hill in Canton by e-
mail at marketing@indigosa-
lonanddayspa.com or by call-
ing:(734) 961-3245.

Coffee with Slavens

State Rep. Dian Slavens,
D-Canton, invites residents
to join her for a cup of coffee
and conversation at a coffee
hour on Monday, Dec. 7, from
9-10 a.m. at the Canton Big
Boy, 45250 Ford Road, in
Canton.

“Meeting with residents
and getting their input on the
issues that matter most to
them helps me to better serve
our community in Lansing,”
Slavens said. “Times are tough
right now in Michigan, and we
have to do everything we can
to get our economy back on
track. That’s why I encourage
you to join me and share your
thoughts and concerns with
me as I continue fighting to
create jobs and move our state
forward.”

If your business or organiza-
tion is interested in hosting
an event with Slavens, please
call her office toll-free at (888)

Bathroom
& Kitchen
Remodeling
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Pageant prowess

Jasmine Guajardo of Canton took top honors at the 2010 Plymouth-Canton
Junior Miss competition, topping a field of nine girls while winning $1,500 -
worth of scholarships for physical fitness and talent. The Salem High School
student also received the ‘People's Choice’ award. Guajardo now competes
in the state program in Ann Arbor in March. Canton High School's Sarah Dix
was first runner-up and won scholarships in scholastics. Victoria Reese of
Salem High School won scholarships for seif-expression and talent, while
Mercy High School’s Jenna Mizzi won for physical fitness and interview.
Other winners include Kelly Larimore of Canton High School (Interview and

Scholastics), Ciara Williams of Canton High School (Self-Expression). Avery
Ach from Canton High School was the S Spirit Winner. All cantestants received

a scholarship for the Be Your Best Self award

34/7-8021 or send an e-mail to
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov.

Chorale auditions

BeckRidge Chorale
announces audtitions for the
second half of its 36th season.

Auditions will be held
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7-9:30
p-m. at Plymouth First
United Methodist Church in
Plymouth.

To get more information
and to sign up for an audition
go to: www.beckridgechorale.
org. While there you may also
purchase tickets to BeckRidge
Chorale and/or Cherry Hill
Singers upcoming concerts.

Craft show

St. Thomas a’Becket Church,

located at 555 S. Lilley in
Canton, is accepting applica-
tions for its annual Christmas
Craft Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5. All inter-
ested crafters should e-mail
staberaftshow@yahoo.com or
call (734) 981-1333.

Holiday Cabaret

For one night only, Spotlight
Players in partnership with
Canton Leisure Services and
the Village Theater is taking
The Biltmore Studio at The
Village Theater and trans-
forming it into an intimate

’ Segura
Viudas
750ml
Sparkling :

Brut Reserva

750mi
Late Harvest

nightclub/winter wonderland
featuring guest vocalists from
the prestigious Michigan
Opera Theater.

“Come and join the
Michigan Opera Theater spon-
sored by Spotlight Players with
special guests - Spotlight on
Youth singing your favorite
holiday songs in a delightful
evening of cabaret - a won- -
derful way to celebrate the
holidays and fun for the whole
family,” said Barbara Bloom,
Spotlight Players board presi-
dent.

“Come to the Holiday
Cabaret” takes place 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 12. Cabaret-
style seats are limited. Come
hum along to holiday tunes
while enjoying a beverage
from the cash bar and finger
food from the concession
stand.

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is at 50400 Cherry
Hill in Canton. The theater
has free parking is handicap
accessible. Tickets are avail-
able by phone at the Village
Theater Box Office at (734)
394-5300 or (734) 394-5460
or online at www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheater or in
person at The Summit on the
Park or at the door. Box office
opens 1 hour prior to show-
time. Tickets are $15.

Red. price &f 51, Eﬂs‘.}
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Cherry Hill builder gets nod for 33 homes

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Despite a housing market
slump, Canton’s Cherry Hill
Village will get a jump-start
by a local builder who plans to
construct 33 new single-family
homes on the neighborhood’s
south end.

Livonia Builders has
received the go-ahead after
an earlier dispute with village
residents was resolved when
the two sides sat down with
township officials for break-
through talks that ended a
contentious impasse.

“We're very pleased,” said
Steve Jaskowski, Cherry
Hill Village Homeowners
Assoeiation president.

Livonia Builders is expected
to start the new construction

Renamed ice fest carves new course |

BY MATT JACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With a new name, new features and
new management, the Plymouth Ice
Festival is ramping up for January.

The annual festival — no longer called
the Plymouth International Ice Sculpture
Spectacular — will have a hometown
focus and marketing and sponsorship
opportunities that should help organizers
raise money in a tough economy, said Sam
Walton of Signature Audio, who has a
one-year contract to produce the show.

“We have an excellent opportunity for

next spring or summer after
a final site plan was approved
Tuesday in a unanimous deci-
sion by the seven-member
Canton Township Board of
Trustees.

Residents southeast of
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads
had strongly objected to ear-
lier plans they said strayed
from the village concept by
including a small community
park, or green space, tucked
away behind the new houses.
They lobbied successfully for
the homes to front the com-
mon area — a move they said
maintains their neighborhood
concept. :

Residents continue to seek
better solutions to storm-
water drainage problems,
possibly by pitching in money
to address an issue they said

us to highlight Michigan as a thriving,

vibrant state, and we believe this is our
responsibility as a community-based non-
profit organization,” Walton said.

The festival is Friday, Jan. 22, through
Sunday, Jan. 24, in downtown Plymouth.
Show details are still being worked out.

The festival board in September voted
not to renew a deal with a longtime pro-

rate the show.

has caused some street flood-
ing. Nonetheless, they said the
major obstacle — the recon-
figuration they sought for new
homes and green space — has
been resolved.

The new cottage- and vil-
lage-style homes, with square
footage roughly ranging from
1,600 to 2,400, are planned on
a 5.6-acre site south of Jackson
Lane between Harrison and
Roosevelt, in a neighborhood
that takes street names after
U.S. presidents.

The new houses are expect-
ed to be placed on the market
starting under $200,000.

The new construction will
follow hundreds of single-fam-
ily homes and condomininms
erected since construction
began in 2001 in Cherry Hill
Village, which also has a small

The northwoods tableau certainly fit the frigid
temperatures at last year's ice festival. This
year's event kicks off Jan. 22.

ducer Watts Up, Inc., instead awarding
Walton a one-year contract, with board
members saying they wanted to reinvigo-

Walton said that, whenever possible, the
festival will showcase Michigan ice-carv-
ers and Michigan products (no Japanese
carvers are expected), plus provide a

business strip along Cherry
Hill Road. .

Some business owneérs have
said they would prefer the
township place more emphasis
on commercial growth, such
as trying to lure a grocery
store and restaurants to the
area. Local leaders have said

“they are trying to pursue such

interests — an effort made
more difficult by an ailing
economy. .

Regardless, township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy has held
out hope that more housing in
Cherry Hill could lead to more
patrons for village businesses.

“I think this is great for
the neighborhood,” he said
Tuesday, after the board’s 7-0
vote. ¥

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

chance for community groups and service
clubs to raise money and promote their
programs.

Several features of the 2010 ice festival
will be new or expanded, including:

* A “Dueling Chainsaws” speed-carving
contest, which will give two sculptors just
15 minutes to carve designs that will be
judged by the audience.

» A “Hot Spot” warming tent where ven-
dors will show off their wares and offer
samples, plus a larger Ice Sculptue Garden.

° A Jan. 22 opening ceremony in which
a “ribbon” of ice will be cut to signal the
Kkickoff of the show.

Walton also plans to enlist festival vol-

unteers from local churches, schools and
athletic teams. Volunteer opportunities
and other information about the festival

are expected to be posted on its Web site,

www.plymouthicefestival.org, by the end
of this month.

+ mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405
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Olga’s Kitchen where she was
meeting family members from
New Jersey, New York and
Indiana and the Detroit area
for lunch at 11 a.m. -

“It’s a tradition; ah, that’ll be
a table for 10,” she said.
~ Also baby-sitting bags was
Colleen Myles of Canton whose
sister, Eileen Veit of Bay City, was
shopping in The Children’s Place.

“We take turns with the
stuff, we need to make a car

run,” she said.

The two sisters started

their day at 2 a.m. Toys R Us,
and had managed to make it
to Kohls J.C. Penney, Sears,
Bath and Body Works and
Macy’s before stopping at The
Children’s Place. They planned
to end their day at Twelve Oaks
Mall in Novi. ‘

“We've been doing this for
13-14 years,” she said. “We
always go through the ads and
create a plan of attack sowe
can get in and get out. It's a
yearly tradition.”

Staff writer Sue Mason contributed to
this report.

bkadrich@®hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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els not to éxceed 70 decibels as
students learn aviation main-
tenance and power-generat-
ing technology. He also said
the school will erect a wall to
deflect noise from Woodcreek.

“Our goal is to be a good
corporate citizen in the com-
munity,” Hawes said.

Township Treasurer Melissa
McLaughlin, among others,
tried to reassure residents that
township ordinances will be
enforced. ‘

“The township will protect
your rights ...,” she told resi-
dents.

Township officials also indi-
cated that MIAT will install
a right-turn lane on Haggerty
Road to accommodate motor-
ists entering the facility along
bustling Haggerty Road, and
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said
local leaders will work with
residents to address any traf-
fic problems that may emerge,
including students who may

Sometimes a bump isn’t just a bump. When you
think your child may need to go to the emergency
“room, you should know that there are always
pediatric emergency doctors at Children’s
Emergency Services. And, if your child needs
further care, U-M has the leaders in all areas of
pediatric medicine ready with the latest care and
technology available at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital.

drive through Woodcreek as a
shortcut to other routes.

Debra Bilbrey-Honsowetz,
Canton’s economic devel-
opment manager, said she
believes Hawes when he said
MIAT will strive to address
any issues that my arise.

“I truly believe he wants to
be a good neighbor and a good
corporate citizen,” she said.

She requests the honor
of your presents |
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U-M CHILDREN'S EMERGENCY SERVECESV

~ WHEN YOUR CHILD NEEDS CARE THAT CAN'T WAIT,
“U-M CHILDREN’S EMERGENCY DOCTORS ARE HERE 24/7

o Physicians and nurses with specialty training in pediatric

emergency medicine

¢ Quuick care even for not-so-serious situations

* Expert care in frauma, burns, long-term illness and care for
critically il or injured children

* FREE valet parking af the Emergency entrance

Learn more about us - before you need us - www.med.umich.edu/mott/CES







