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The holiday season is upon us
and, through the hustle and bus-
tle, we're asking our readers to let
us be a part of their celebration.

We're asking readers to send us
their favorite holiday memories
and photos to the Observer for the
special holiday edition we're plan-
ning for Thursday, Dec. 24.

Did you get a favorite gift for
Christmas, or do you have a special
memory of Hanukkah? Is there a
special tradition your family has that
makes the season merry and bright?

Share those memories with
your neighbors through us. Send
your items — be sure to include
a photo, if you can — to Observer
editor Brad Kadrich at bkad-
rich@hometownlife.com

It is our intention to make that
issue a "keeper," something our
readers will savor — and save.

Santa Claus has started to make his
list, although sources tell the Observer
that, while he's far from check it twice,
he is waiting by his mailbox for young-
sters' gift lists and letters.

The Observer wants to make
sure Santa Claus knows what chil-
dren would like this Christmas
and is asking youngsters to send
us letters to him.-We will publish
the letters in the newspaper dur-
ing December before sending
them on to the North Pole.

The letters should be sent by e-mail
and include a snapshot of the child
writing the letter. They can be a list
of toys, a holiday greeting for the
Jolly 01' Elf or whatever information
youngsters want Santa to have.

Send Santa correspondence to
bkadrich@hometownlife.com and
be sure to put "Letter to Santa" in
the subject line. Letters can also
be sent the old-fashioned way, via
postal service, to Letter to Santa,
c/o Brad Kadrich, 615 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226.

The Plymouth Whalers host the
10th annual Teddy Bear Toss during
the Saturday, Dec. 5, game against
Sault Ste. Marie at Compuware
Arena in Plymouth Township.

Fans are asked to bring a teddy
bear to throw on the ice when the
Whalers score their first goal.

Over the previous nine years,
the Teddy Bear Toss has resulted
in thousands of teddy bears
being collected and donated to
organizations like the Children
Charities. The bears are used
to comfort children at disaster
scenes and during times of crisis.
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DDA bolsters business with fresh ideas
BY DARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton organization has
persisted with efforts to bol-
ster the township's core busi-
ness strip along Ford Road,
even as the task has become
more daunting amid an eco-
nomic downturn and sporad-
ic criticism from skeptics.

Canton's Downtown
Development Authority, cre-
ated 25 years ago with a nar-
row focus along Ford Road
between Sheldon and Morton
Taylor, later broadened its
scope to a 3.5-mile stretch
from the Westland boundary
to just west of Canton Center.

Newer projects involve roll-
ing out a Shop Canton region-
al advertising campaign and
hanging color-coded banners

on street lamps so local retail-
ers and officials can help
consumers navigate the town-
ship's busiest thoroughfare.

Officials say the latest
marketing plan helps not
only big box stores but, just
as importantly, the smaller,
independent businesses that
can get lost amid the hustle
and bustle of Ford Road.

"We have a number of these
small mom-and-pop stores
here. We just need to let
residents and people in other
communities know about
them," the DDA board's vice
chair, Mark Waldbauer, said.

Consumers, it is believed,
will more likely find and
patronize a local store if they
know it's in, for example, the

Please see DDA, A2

Canton Township's Downtown Development Authority has rolled out a new marketing plan that, among other
measures, involves hanging color-coded banners along the Ford Road business strip. It's part of a strategy
to help shoppers more easily find stores - large and small - in the DDA district, rather than having them
potentially face a miles-long search.

Marching to new drummers
Musicians chosen for
Army all-star game

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Jayesh Srivastava knew other
members of the Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band had played in the
U.S. Army All-American Marching
Band, and thought it might be a
cool way to march out of his com-
fort zone.

After successfully auditioning,
Srivastava and two PCMB team-
mates get the chance to do just
that when they play at halftime
of the Ail-American Bowl in San
Antonio Jan. 9. The Ail-American
Bowl features 90 of the country's
top high school football players.

Srivastava, a 17-year-old senior
snare drummer at Canton High
School, was chosen along with
Salem High School seniors Sean
Coleman (tenor sax) and Jeff
Garcia (trumpet) to be part of the
97-member marching band.

"I love music and I love perform-
ing," said Srivastava, who spent
four years in PCMB. "It seemed
like this would be a way to step
outside the traditional high school
and still utilize my music skills."

The three Plymouth-Canton
musicians were chosen after nomi-
nations which included a video-
taped audition. PCMB, a perennial
national championship contender,
got as many selections as any band
in the country, according to Army
officials.

Their selection for the three-

. . BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Maj. Kel Allen introduces Jeff Garcia, Sean Coleman and Jayesh Srivistava, all chosen for the U.S. Army Ail-American Marching Band.

year-old program is a testament to fun, and performing in it would
the quality of the program, accord- improve his skills,
ing to U.S. Army Ail-American "I like getting better," said
Bowl spokesman James Pallitto. Garcia, who wants to go to either

"It's an incredible program," the University of Michigan or
Pallitto said. "This isn't a fluke. Western Michigan University to
These guys year in and year out are study music. "I feel like it's a fun
successful." experience. I get a lot out of it

Like his teammates, 17-year-old musically."
Garcia has spent all four of his Like Srivastava, Coleman had
high school years in the PCMB. heard a lot about the Army pro-
He said he thought auditioning for
the Ail-American Bowl would be Please see BAND, A2

* What: U.S. Army Ail-American Bowl
•When:Jan,9
* Where: San Antonio, Texas
* Highlights: The game features 90 top
high school football players; the march-
ing band features 97 musicians chosen
from around the country, including
three from the Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band.
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BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

An estimated 700 people turned out Sunday for
St. Joseph Mercy Health System's public unveil-
ing of its new Center for Advanced Medicine &
Surgery in Canton, a state-of-the-art facility that
marks a $43 million investment in health care.

Hundreds of visitors toured the two-story,
53,000-square-foot expansion during a two-hour
open house, viewing firsthand what medical
officials say marks a strong commitment to area
patients who need cancer treatment and outpa-
tient surgery.

During a pre-open house dedication and bless-
ing attended by 80 people, Dave Parr, who chairs
St. Joseph's board, said the new center signals the
health system's pledge to offer "remarkable medi-
cine and remarkable care." The addition was built
onto an 85,000-square-foot facility that opened 11
years ago near Canton Center and Palmer.

The first-floor cancer center is expected to open
in early to mid-December, providing services such
as southeast Michigan's first Rapid Arc radiation
therapy. The second-story surgery center for mini-

Apply by phone or online today!

COMMUNITY

Board of Trustees chair David Parr speaks about St. Joe's
health care mission. Garry Faja is The President and CEO of
St. Joseph Mercy System.

mally invasive procedures is expected to open by
late spring.

Please see EXPANSION, A2
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FROM PAGE A1

gram, and felt like partici-
pating in it would expand his
experience.

"I wanted to break out
beyond what we do in march-
ing band," said Coleman.
"(Marching band) has been
a very large growing experi-
ence, and I've had a lot of life
experiences from it. I was
pretty thrilled (at his selec-
tion). It's not a lot of people,
and they're from all around
the country. It's an honor."

The Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band has had
enormous success, winning
regional, state and national
honors on a yearly basis.
According to the band's
first-year leader, David
Armbruster, Coleman, Garcia
and Srivastava are "excellent
examples" of that quality.

"These guys exemplify
what this program is all
about," Armbruster said.
"Their passion just exempli-
fies the spirit this program
represents."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

PCEP Principal Bill Zoikowski congratulates Jeff Garcia, Sean Coleman and
Jayesh Srivistava.

DDA
FROM PAGE A1

"green block" between Sheldon
and Morton Taylor.. ,

Yet officials say the DDA
— governed by a board of
business people, at-large
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cials — remains one of the
township's most misunder-
stood entities, a quarter-
century after it was created,
said full-time Downtown
Development Coordinator
Kathleen Salla.

"Definitely, I think people
are confused about what the
DDA is," she said.

Here's a snapshot:
• The DDA currently col-

lects about $2.1 million a
year in township and Wayne
County tax revenues — but
only taxes from new growth
that occurred after the DDA
district was created.

• DDA tax revenues,
including money that would
otherwise leave the township
and go to Wayne County,
can by law only be spent on
projects in the DDA district
along Ford Road.

• DDA projects use only the

tax revenue from the DDA
district — not other sources
such as the township's gen-
eral fund.

• Local officials say efforts
to nurture the township's
main business strip also can
help residential property val-
ues — especially as the hous-
ing market improves — by
making Canton a place where
people want to shop and live.

• Earlier DDA projects
focused on improving the
following: Ford Road inter-
sections with Lilley, Sheldon
and Canton Center; busi-
ness strip sidewalks; the
entrance to Willow Homes
subdivision; a right-turn lane
into Meijer; mast-arm traf-
fic signals at intersections;
and new lighting, decorative
brick walls and landscaping.

"Our major focus is to
make this the most viable,
vibrant area that we can,"
Waldbauer said.

9 Aside from DDA tax rev-
enues, business strip visual
enhancements also benefited
from a $550,000 grant from
the Michigan Department of
Transportation.

• Projects newly started or
still pending include spruc-
ing up the Ford Road/I-275
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area and installing decora-
tive "garden" walls; bury-
ing the remaining overhead
power lines from Lilley to
the Westland city limit;
replacing outdated business
driveways with landscaping;
continuing the Shop Canton
campaign; and circulating
a township visitor's guide to
iielp local merchants.

"We have been tireless in
our work to keep Canton
vital and strong," said town-
ship Treasurer Melissa
McLaughlin, who chairs the
DDA. "The funds we expend
on behalf of the Canton DDA
are spent to make Canton's
Ford Road as positive an
experience as possible and to
keep our businesses strong.

"Canton shoppers deserve
attractive shopping centers,
clean stores and parking lots,
a nice-looking main street
and a welcoming entrance
to our community via Ford
Road and 1-275," she added.
"Without a quaint down-
town, we came to think of
our downtown as a huge
outdoor mall, and we have
embraced the challenge to
make the residents of Canton
proud of their main street
— Canton's Ford Road."

DDA officials also have
partnered with other organi-
zations, such as the Canton
Chamber of Commerce, to
market local businesses.

Some business owners out-
side the Ford Road corridor,
including some in Cherry
Hill Village, have said they
seem less important to local
officials than businesses in
the DDA district.

But township leaders have
said there are legal restric-
tions on spending DDA dol-
lars outside the designated
area. That said, local officials
hope that shoppers who visit
the DDA district also will
patronize businesses else-
where in Canton.

Stung by some criticism of
its recent efforts, the DDA
board hopes that skeptics
will view recent projects
— the color-coded banners,
visitor's guide and creation
of the still-evolving Web site
www.shopcanton.org — as
long-term efforts to improve
Canton's economic strength
and its property values.

"I think this is going to
be really valuable down the
road," Waldbauer said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313)222-2238
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A Judd Rigging crewman watches as the huge MRI machine is lowered
through the roof at St. Joseph Mercy's facility in Canton.

EXPANSION
FROM PAGE A1

Garry Faja, president and
CEO for St. Joseph and region-
al market executive for Trinity
Health, made opening remarks
to welcome a crowd that
included dignitaries such as
Canton Township Supervisor
Phil La Joy and wife Jean, state
Rep. Dian Slavens and Wayne
County Circuit Judge Mark
Slavens, her husband.

The event marked a proud
day for Kathy Kasperek-
Korelis, the new center's proj-
ect director, who started out
more than 20 years ago at the
St. Joseph facility near Ford
and Lilley roads.

The Rev. Dr. Tim
Dombrowski, a St. Joseph
mission and medical ethics
specialist who in 1998 blessed
the original building at 1600 S.

Canton Center, gave Sunday's
blessing along with Sister
Yvonne Gellise, St. Joseph's
senior advisor for governance.

As Sister Gellise sprinkled
holy water over the crowd,
Dombrowski said, "Let this
facility be a beacon to this
community as a place to
receive care and treatment that
is caring and compassionate."

Dave McNeil, outpatient
oncology chaplain, also
addressed the crowd during
dedication, which came just
before community residents
started lining up in the lobby
to see the new facility.

La Joy lauded St. Joseph for
expanding the Canton facility,
saying "we have enjoyed a long-
standing relationship with St.
Joe's and are excited about the
wonderful new services they
are bringing to the commu-
nity."

dclem@hometownlife.com I (313)222-2238
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Holiday open house
New Hope Center for

Grief Support in coopera-
tion with Pulte Homes will
be hosting a Holiday Open
House at Northville's spec-
tacular community of The
Villas at Arcadia Ridge.

You are invited to tour
two condominiums, the
Charleston and Townsend
models. The evening
also includes raffles,
a Chocolate Fountain,
hors d'oeuvres compli-
ments of Cassell's Family
Restaurant, Genitti's,
Riffles Restaurant, Docs
Sports Retreat, and many
more. Valet service pro-
vided.

The event takes place 7-
10 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4. Cost
is $40 prior to the event,
$45 at the door ($30 is tax
deductible).

The event takes place at
49285 Freestone Drive in
Northville. Enter neigh-
borhood on Arcadia Lane
off of Ridge Road between
Five and Six Mile Roads.
To RSVP, call New Hope
Center at (248) 348-0115 by
Dec. 1 or register on-line at
www.newhopecenter.net
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"Around Canton" is designed to

announce upcoming events taking

place in the community. Items will

run on a space-available basis. Send

details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Canton Goodfellows
Canton Goodfellow's "No

child without a Christmas"
Collection continues through
Dec. 9 at Showroom of
Elegance, 6018 Canton Center
Road.

Bring in canned goods,
nonperishable items or cash
donation for the Canton
Goodfellows and receive a gift
from our Santa Bag. All gifts
are with a retail value of $20
or more.

"This is our way to help
those children in the
Plymouth/Canton school
district that are in need and
wouldn't otherwise have
a Christmas or food while
out of school on the holiday
break," said Linda Robin,
Showroom of Elegance owner.
"Our need is great this year
with over 700 children to
provide for. We need so much
help. Please join us in this
mission."

For more information, call
(734) 207-1906.

Corriveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30
at Parthenon Coney Island,
39910 Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

Passion for Fashion
Indigo Salon and Day

Spa and the Village Theater
present the first "Jingle Bell
Benefit, Passion for Fashion"
7:30-9 p.m. Dec. 2 at the
Cherry Hill Village Theater.

Passion for Fashion is
dedicated to raising funds
for the Canton Goodfellows
Gifts for Kids program. With
your help Indigo will be able

to provide over 600 children
in need with the Christmas
of a lifetime. Half of all pro-
ceeds received from the 2009
Jingle Bell Benefit, Passion
for Fashion will be used to
purchase Christmas gifts for
those in need.

Businesses interested
in making a donation can
contact Meghan Giersdorf,
Indigo Salon and Day Spa,
50545 Cherry Hill in Canton
by e-mail at marketing@indi-
gosalonanddayspa.com or by
calling (734) 961-3245.

Coffee with Slavens Wildcat WffllierS
State Rep. Dian Slavens,

D-Canton, invites residents
to join her for a cup of coffee
and conversation at a cof-
fee hour on Monday, Dec. 7,
from 9-10 a.m. at the Canton
Big Boy, 45250 Ford Road, in
Canton.

"Meeting with residents
and getting their input on the
issues that matter most to
them helps me to better serve
our communitv in Lansing"
Slavens said. "Times are
tough right now in Michigan,
and we have to do everything
we can to get our economy
back on track. That's why I
encourage you to join me and
share your thoughts and con-
cerns with me as I continue
fighting to create jobs and
move our state forward."

If your business or organi-
zation is interested in hosting
an event with Slavens, please
call her office toll-free at
(888) 347-8021 or send an e-
mail to DianSlavens@house.
mi.gov.

Chorale auditions
BeckRidge Chorale

announces audtitions for the
second half of its 36th season.

Auditions will be held
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7-9:30
p.m. at Plymouth First
United Methodist Church in
Plymouth.

The Plymouth High School Varsity Pompon team earned first place in the

Large Varsity category at the recent Mid-American Pom Pon competition

at Eastern Michigan University. Members of the team, coached by Maria

Hernandez - include Emma Buchele, Kimberlin Butler, Keilie Connelly,

Dominica Converting Jillian Covault, Christina Dreyer, Kirsten Engstrom,

Nichole Finch, Danielle Gomrick, Tiffany Granowicz, Angelica Janevski, Katie

Justice, Madison Kinseila, Laura Krahel, Megan LaPorte, Kirstie Liakos,

Lindsey Martin, Holin Pardikes, Holly Runyan, Allison Santori, Chelsea

Schroeder, Katie Shelton, Kendall Torp, Jennifer Turner, Lauren Turner,

Lauren Uhlian, Hayley Wakefield and Christina Winkler.

To get more information
and to sign up for an audition
go to: www.beckridgechorale.
org. While there you may also
purchase tickets to BeckRidge
Chorale and/or Cherry Hill
Singers upcoming concerts.

Art workshops
D & M Art Studio is now

taking registration for the
day aiter Thanksgiving
Workshop, Christmas Kids
Only Workshops, Winter
Break Workshops, the Special
2 or V/i hour Workshops and
more.

The workshops will start
with an All Day Paint - Sea
Creatures and more - Friday,

Nov. 27 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. for ages 6 and up. The
total cost is $32. Come in and
check out the many discount-
ed gift sets we have pre-made
or make one of your own and
receive a 25-percent discount
on that set.

Stop in and check out the
Three Cities Art Club's Art
Show with many beautiful art
pieces for sale.

Call or check out the
studio's Web site at www.
dmartstudio.com for the full
schedule of workshops and
classes. Call (734) 453-3710
for additional information.

Craft show
St. Thomas a'Becket

Church, located at 555 S.
Lilley in Canton, is accepting
applications for its annual
Christmas Craft Show, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5. All
interested crafters should e-
mail stabcraftshow@yahoo.
com or call (734) 981-1333.

Holiday Cabaret
For one night only,

Spotlight Players in partner-
ship with Canton Leisure
Services and the Village
Theater is taking The
Biltmore Studio at The
Village Theater and trans-
forming it into an intimate

nightclub/winter wonderland
featuring guest vocalists from
the prestigious Michigan
Opera Theater.

"Come and join the
Michigan Opera Theater
sponsored by Spotlight
Players with special guests
- Spotlight on Youth singing
your favorite holiday songs
in a delightful evening of
cabaret - a wonderful way to
celebrate the holidays and
fun for the whole family," said
Barbara Bloom, Spotlight
Players board president.

"Come to the Holiday
Cabaret" takes place 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 12. Cabaret-
style seats are limited. Come
hum along to holiday tunes
while enjoying a beverage
from the cash bar and finger
food from the concession
stand.

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is at 50400
Cherry Hill in Canton. The
theater has free parking is
handicap accessible. Tickets
are available by phone at the
Village Theater Box Office at
(734) 394-5300 or (734) 394-
5460 or online at www.can-
ton-mi.org/villagetheater or
in person at The Summit on
the Park or at the door. Box
office opens 1 hour prior to
show-time. Tickets are $15.
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Christmas
Candle Holders

&
Candle Rings
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Christmas Wood
Decor, Wall Decor

and
Yard Stakes

Christmas Figurines,
Water Globes,

Fashion Trees &
Photo Frames

Christmas

Christmas Trees 6" -12 !

Pre-lighted & Unlighted
INCLUDES
MINIATURE
&TABLETOP
STYLES

{Christmas
Ornaments

All Christmas Garlands,
Swags & Wreaths

Christmas Baskets,
Vases, Planters

& Boxes

Christmas
Gift Bags Christmas Decor

Categories Shown

50%

Christmas
Bushes,
Picks,
Stems
& Dried
Materials

Off
Boxed

Christmas
Cards

Decorative
Treetops

INCLUDES METAL,
PLASTIC & FABRIC
ANGELS & SANTAS

Tinsel,
Bead
&
Fabric
Garlands

CANTON

Located at 8121 LilBey
between Joy & Warren Roads

OE08662107

Christmas
Plush, Stuffed
& Fabric Decor

Christmas
Candles,

Potpourri &
Scented Items

Christmas
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Christmas
Ribbon
&Bows
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Make n Moid, <
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Cookie & Candy -
Making Supplies" INCLUDES EVERYDAY

Christmas
Tree Skirts,
Stockings
& Stocking

Holders

Glass Christmas
Vases, Bowls
& Serving
Pieces

Gift Wrap
Extravaganza!

Robert Stanley
Home Decor
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Christmas Craft
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40°ACandles,
Candle Holders,
Seed Diffusers
& LED Pillars
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GE Mini

Light Set
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GE Light Sets
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Pillows,

Tassels & Rugs
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All-in-One
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Glassware
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8.99 Christmas Lights
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150 Count
8 Function
Chaser Light Set

Ali Woven
Baskets,
Storage
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Light Set
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Frames Scrapbooksng
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180 Sheet

Printed Paper
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Frames,
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! Artist Kits

and Art
J Paint Sets

All Artist
Easels,
Drawing
Boards,
Tables & >
Chairs f

Airbrushes,
Compressors,
Airbrush
Paint &
Accessories

Hobbies
Categories Shown

Art Supplies
Categories Shown

Crafting
Categories Shown30% OffArt Storage Bass,

Boxes, Portfolios
& Cases

Dollhouse
Furniture,

Miniatures
& AccessoriesModeling Clay

& Accessories
Krafty Blocks

25%Off
AH
Lamps &
Replacement Bulbs

Entire Stock of

Sewing
& Quilting
Notions

In Bloom
& v . ,

Bead Design Co."V»Yam Bee
Bamboospun

Jewelry Making
Categories ShownFashion Fabric

Categories Shown
Neectfeart

Sale 50% Off
30Sterling

Silver ~ «.
Beads, Chains, Q f f

Findings
&Wire

3J 23337. PRICES GOOD NOVEMBER 27 THROUGH NOVEMBER 28,2009
SALES SUBJECT TO SUPPLY IN STOCK • SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE

• THIS AD DOES NOT APPLY TO PRE-REDUCED ITEMS
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734-933-9142
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CRIME WATCH

Intruders ransack Saiem
media center

1A security officer notified
Canton police that Salem

High School's media center was
broken into between 3:45 p.m.
Nov. 16 and 6:15 a.m. Nov. 17.

Several drawers had been
ransacked, several items had
been left on the floor, and the
circulation desk area had been
searched. A few dollars were
reportedly taken. Two smaller
offices also had been gone
through but it didn't appear any-
thing was missing from them.

Home invasion
^ A house was broken into
Is®between 8:30 p.m. Friday
and 1:30 a.m. Saturday after a
woman dropped her daughter
and a friend off at a movie the-
ater and then went to Detroit
to visit a boyfriend, according
to a Canton police report.

The incident happened on
Williamsburg, northeast of
Cherry Hill and Haggerty.

The daughter returned
home to find the door had
been kicked in, but no one was
inside the home.

According to police reports,
the bedrooms had been
searched, and missing items
included laptop computers, a
home computer and jewelry.

Money stolen

3Canton police were recently
sent to Pediatric Health

Care, on Cherry Hill west of
Denton, following reports a
longtime employee may have
embezzled money.

A supervisor found that $70
appeared to have been stolen
from payments received one
day, and a worker who initially
denied any involvement even-
tually offered to pay the money
out of her pocket.

Guilty pleas land two
home invaders in jail

A police report indicated
that the supervisor didn't want
to press charges.

Tires swiped

4A man told police that the
20-inch chrome rims and

Pirelli brand tires were taken
of his Camaro — and the
car was left on cinder blocks
— while it was parked in his
driveway on Maplewood,
southeast of Ford and

Haggerty, between 11 p.m.
Nov. 17 and 8 a.m. Nov. 18.

The man told police he just
bought the vehicle two months
ago. He said the rims alone
were valued at $2,500.

Police reports indicated
there were no attempts to
break into the vehicle.

Window smashed
£*A man told police the
^/driver's side window of

his 2000 BMW was bro-
ken out by someone who
took his laptop computer
and GPS unit. He said
the incident happened
between 9 a.m. Friday and
10 a.m. Saturday on Nectar,
northeast of 1-275 and
Koppernick.

- Compiled by Staff Writer
Darrell Clem from Canton Police

Department reports.

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Two Ypsilanti men charged
in a June home invasion in
Canton have been sentenced
to prison, according to the
Michigan Department of
Corrections.

The pair pleaded guilty to
second-degree home invasion
following a late June incident
that resulted in police nabbing
them during a home invasion
on Napier near Ford Road, on
the township's west side.

Joel Allen Boyd, 24, has
been sentenced to one year/
seven months to 15 years in
prison after he pleaded guilty
in Wayne County Circuit
Court. Keith Eugene List, 26,
has been imprisoned for one
to 15 years following his guilty
plea.

The pair's decision to plead
guilty in return for prison
time could have averted a
potentially longer stay behind
bars if they had fought the
charges and gone to trial.
Second-degree home invasion
is punishable by up to 15 years
in prison.

Boyd and List also had been
charged as habitual offenders.

New troubles began mount-
ing against Boyd, a prison
parolee, and List, who was
on probation, after they were
arrested in late June for the
Canton home invasion.

Their case had been sent to
Wayne County Circuit Court
after they earlier waived their
preliminary hearings in 35th
District Court.

Authorities arrested Boyd
and List amid accusations a
surveillance team followed
them to a residence on Napier,
where police said the pair
knocked on a door and then
entered the residence.

Officers then approached
the house and caught the men
trying to steal property, town-
ship police said.

The men had been placed
under surveillance following a
string of home invasions that
included Canton.

According to the Michigan
Department of Corrections,
Boyd had been paroled in late
2008 after serving more than
two years in prison for inci-
dents in Washtenaw County
that involved resisting arrest
and assaulting a police officer;
felony firearms; carrying a
concealed weapon; and sec-
ond-degree home invasion.

MDOC records also indi-
cate List had been placed
on probation for an incident
in Washtenaw County that
included having stolen property
worth $1,000 to $20,000; pos-
session of less than 25 grams
of cocaine; and trying to resist
and obstruct a police officer.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Canvas

All Fixtures for Sale!
Sale Terms:

Cash, Checks,
Visa, Mastercard,
Amex, Discover.

ALL SALES
FINAL

Mon-Thur and
Sat 10-6,

Friday 10-8,
Sunday 12-5388 S. MAIN STREET AT ANN ARBOR TRAIL

DOWNTOWN PLYMOUTH

6 Week weight Loss
Program that burns 9x
more fat than regular
aerobics!
Puts you in a
fat-burning
state for
24-48 hrs.

Coupon expires 12-17-09.
One coupon per person.

Center Court Sports • 7171 N, Haggerty • Canton, Ml
For More information Call 248-987-4107

Remenalber tibte loved ones you've lost toy placing
a special holiday remenibrance tribute.
The Observer and Eccentric/Hometown Weekly newspapers
will be publishing a special "In Remembrance" page for the
holidays. Mere's the perfect opportunity to honor the
memory and celebrate the life of loved ones who hold a
special place in your heart.

Prices start at JLL J£s o
for a photo "In Remembrance" ad

...in the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
Thursday, Dec. 24th
...in the Hometown Weekly Newspapers

hath ;ss»es...Monday, Dec. 14th

OBSKRVER & ECCKNTRIC
N E W S P A F»£ R 3

OMETOWN
EE: K:L i E:S

8OQ-579-7555
Fax: 313-496-4968

Email: oeads@hornetowiilIfe.co:mL
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BY KURT KUBAN

STAFF WRITER

With the one-year anniversary of
his death quickly approaching, the
family of Dustin Piepsney has been
busy making sure his name will never
be forgotten.

Dustin's parents, Bill and Amy
Piepsney, have set up a scholarship to
honor their son, who was found dead
behind their Canton home on Dec.
12. They are in the process of raising
money for the scholarship, which,
if all goes according to plan, will be
awarded annually to a student from
Canton.

According to Bill Piepsney, he and
his wife decided to start the scholar-
ship soon after their son's death.

"This is a way to give back to the
community, and to also keep his
memory alive," he said.

Dustin died of a single gunshot
wound to the head shortly after he
came home from school on a Friday
afternoon. Canton police investigators
concluded that he had committed sui-
cide, something the family has never
accepted. In addition to the fact that
there was no suicide note, there was
never any indication from anyone who
knew Dustin that he was upset about
anything.

In fact, Bill Piepsney said his son
was involved in school, had many
friends, and was also active in sports,
especially wrestling. That is why they
have decided to award the scholarship
to a wrestler — at least for the first
year.

"This year it will be for a wrestler.
We could change that in the future.
Maybe we will make sure it will be
awarded to any athlete in the future.
We really haven't figured it out yet.
We're still trying to work out the
details," said Piepsney, who is a 1988
graduate of Westland John Glenn
High School.

The Piepsneys have approached the
Canton Community Foundation to
administer the scholarship for them,
and it will be part of the foundation's
annual scholarship program, which
annually awards about two dozen col-
lege scholarships to students living in
Canton.

Canton Community Foundation
President Joan Noricks said the
Piepsneys are hoping to get the schol-
arship endowed, which means they
will have to raise $10,000. If they are
able to achieve that, the scholarship
will sustain itself through invest-
ments.

"If they are able to get it endowed,
they won't have to do fund-raisers
every year to pay for it," said Noricks.

To get to that threshold, the
Piepsneys have been busy hosting
several fund-raisers. The latest will
be taking place over the course of the
next month at the U.S. 12 Bar and
Grill, located at 34824 W. Michigan
Avenue in Wayne. The bar will be
holding a poker fund-raiser several
nights a week through the end of
December. They started on Monday,
and are hoping to have a big turnout
Thanksgiving night beginning at 8
p.m. It will feature a $100 buy in deep

stack tournament, and will include
up to a $10,000 prize pool. There will
also be a blackjack table.

"We're expecting a big crowd on
Thursday," Bill Piepsney said. "We
have a lot of friends in the area who
have really spread the word around."

The other dates U.S. 12 will be host-
ing the poker tournaments include
Dec. 1-4, Dec. 17-20, and Dec. 29-30.
All games begin at 7 p.m. on those
dates.

For those who don't like to gamble,
but still want to contribute to the
scholarship fund, can contact the
Canton Community Foundation at
(734) 495-1200 and make a donation.-

"These contributions will qualify for
tax credits, which people can write off
at tax time," Noricks said.

Noricks said students interested
in applying for the scholarship can
visit the foundation's Web site (www.
cantonfoundation.org) after Jan.
1 and download an application.
Applications for all the scholarships
offered through the foundation can be
found on the Web site.

The Piepsneys are still trying to
cope with the loss of their son, who
they believe was with at least one
other person the day he died. They
are hoping somebody will ultimately
come forward with the truth about his
death.

"There is rarely a minute that goes
by, every day, that we don't think
about him and what happened. We
hope to find out some day. For now,
we are going to do all we can to keep
his memory alive," he said.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dustin Piepsney was active in many sports, including wrestling at East Middle School.
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