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The holiday season is upon us
and, through the hustle and bus-
tle, we're asking our readers to let
us be a part of their celebration.

We're asking readers to send us
their favorite holiday memories
and photos to the Observer for the
special holiday edition we're plan-
ning for Thursday, Dec. 24.

Did you get a favorite gift for
Christmas, or do you have a
special memory of Hanukkah?
Is there a special tradition your
family has that makes the season
merry and bright?

Share those memories with
your neighbors through us. Send
your items - be sure to include a
photo, if you can - to Observer edi-
tor Brad Kadrich at bkadrich@
hometownlife.com

It is our intention to make that
issue a "keeper," something our
readers will savor - and save.

Santa Claus has started to make
his list, although sources tell the
Observer that, while he's far from
check it twice, he is waiting by his
mailbox for youngsters' gift lists
and letters.

The Observer wants to make
sure Santa Claus knows what chil-
dren would like this Christmas
and is asking youngsters to send
us letters to him. We will pub-
lish the letters in the newspaper
during December before sending
them on to the North Pole.

The letters should be sent by e-
mail and include a snapshot of the
child writing the letter. They can
be a list of toys, a holiday greeting
for the Jolly 01' Elf or whatever
information youngsters want
Santa to have.

Send Santa correspondence to
bkadrich@hometownlife.com and
be sure to put "Letter to Santa" in
the subject line. Letters can also
be sent the old-fashioned way, via
postal service, to Letter to Santa,
c/o Brad Kadrich, 6i5 W. Lafayette,
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226.

The Canton Goodfellows are
still looking for donors to adopt
more than 400 children in their
"No Child Without a Christmas"
campaign. Deadline for adoption
is the end of November.

"It doesn't have to be a huge
financial commitment," said
Goodfellows president Nancy
Spencer. "A toy or the child's wish
and something warm to wear... the
Goodfellows will add to the dona-
tion if needed. The Goodfellows
want to share with you the wonder-
ful feeling of giving that we experi-
ence with Christmas."

Anyone considering bringing
joy to a Canton child can contact
Spencer atjohnancysp@aol.com
as soon as possible.
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Dave Parker
loads some
of the 2,800
pounds of frozen
chicken donated
to Starfish
Family Services.
Starfish CEO Ann
Kalass and client
Chelsea Cloutier
will take the
load back to the

i f agency.

Chicken donation helps feed area's needy
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Area agencies scrambling to feed
a growing number of hungry, reces-
sion-ravaged families received a
much-needed boost Thursday morn-
ing when a truck hauling 40,000
pounds of frozen chicken rolled up to
a Canton distribution center.

In all, 21 agencies shared the gift
from a nonprofit foundation called
HEAR (Health, Education And
Relief), a Chicago-based volunteer
group also helping families in the
Detroit area.

"We timed it for the holidays," said
local HEAR director Mark McManus
Sr., a Novi resident and chairman
of Livonia-based New Horizons
Computer Learning Centers.

HEAR bought the frozen chicken
for a reduced cost from Tyson Foods
and had it trucked in from the
company's Springdale, Ark., head-
quarters to Norquick, a cold-storage,
warehouse and distribution center in
Canton.

"We're amazed by the generosity,"
said Ann Kalass, CEO for Inkster-
based Starfish Family Services,
which offers a wide array of fam-
ily services in Canton, Garden
City, Livonia, Plymouth, Redford,
Westland and other metro Detroit
communities.

Starfish, alone, received 2,800
pounds of boxed, frozen chicken.

"It couldn't come at a better time
than the holidays," Kalass said.
"So many families are in crisis and
struggling to find resources."

Kalass came to Norquick with
Westland single mom Chelsea
Cloutier, a Starfish client and
Starfish Head Start executive board
member whose 3-year-old son
attends a full-day preschool pro-
gram while she works and studies
for a bachelor's degree she expects to
receive in August.

s
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Mark McManos Sr., owner of Livonia-based New Horizons Computer Learning Centers, is director for a nonprofit group that donated
40,000 pounds of frozen chicken for distribution to local social service agencies.

"The holidays can be so stressful,"
said Cloutier, 25, studying business
administration and finance.

Ed Hingelberg, a Plymouth City
Commission member and opera-
tions director of Detroit-based Cass
Community Social Services, said
the 3,200 pounds of frozen chicken
CCSS received will be stretched to
feed as many needy families as pos-
sible by using it in soup, chicken
salad and other meals.

"I can't tell you how much this
helps us," Hingelberg said, standing

with McManus outside Norquick on
a gray, drizzly Thursday morning
that somehow seemed a little less
bleak after HEAR's food shipment
arrived on Canton's north side.

"When the economy is down,"
Hingelberg said, "the need goes
through the roof."

Cass Community Social Services
provides help ranging from meals for
the homeless to emergency shelter to
vocational opportunities.

McManus said HEAR worked
with another nonprofit organization,

Northville Civic Concern, to seek out
agencies needing food to help their
clients. McManus helped oversee
the frozen chicken distribution mere
hours after he returned from a relief
effort in Guatemala.

He said 100 percent of HEAR's
donations are used to help people in
need. Much more about the organi-
zation can be learned — and dona-
tions can be made — online at www.
hearfoundation.org.

Please see CHICKEN, A3

Canton woman waives exam in embezzlement
BY KEN ABRAMC2YK

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A former civilian employee in the
Livonia Police Department charged with
embezzlement waived her preliminary
examination Tuesday in 16th District
Court.

Jane Anne Delaney, 62, of Canton was
arraigned Nov. 12 on charges of embezzle-
ment by a public official of over $50, a
10-year felony. A plea of not-guilty was
entered for her before Magistrate James

Jolly in 16th District Court in Livonia.
Delaney's arrest followed a police inves-

tigation in which more than $20,000 was
recovered from her residence, according to
investigators.

On Tuesday, she returned to district
court to waive her exam, according to
Lt. Greg Winn of the Livonia Police
Department. A hearing in Wayne County
Circuit Court was scheduled for Dec. 1.

Police investigators believe she took
small amounts of cash, just a few dollars at
a time. The transactions were not always

recorded on the register and receipts were
not always printed. Some of the amounts
were so small that members of the public
may not have requested a receipt.

Delaney's job as clerk involved processing
requests from the public for accident reports,
copies of police reports, gun permits and
notary duties, as she was a public notary.

Delaney, who worked for the city for 21 years
and for the police department for at least 10,
was terminated after her arrest Oct. 2.

kabramcz@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

BY DARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A 36-year-old man was
ordered to stand trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court on charges
he assaulted a woman he was
dating after the pair drove to
Canton.

Rustam Umidilloevich
Ahmedov, a Uzebekistan native
who police say tried to flee the
country after the incident, is
facing trial after he voluntarily
waived his preliminary hearing
Friday morning in front of 35th
District Judge Michael Gerou, a
court clerk said.

Ahmedov, jailed with a
$100,000 cash bond, could face
penalties ranging up to 10 years
in prison if he is convicted on
charges of assault with intent
to do great bodily harm. He
also faces trial for aggravated

Ahmedov

domestic violence, a one-year
misdemeanor.

Ahmedov's decision to waive
his court hearing averted testi-
mony Friday and resulted in his
case automatically being sent
to Wayne County Circuit Court.

red to trial
The defendant has pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

Ahmedov, believed to have
been living in the Dearborn
area, is accused of assaulting a
• »8-year-old woman around 3
a.m. Oct. 10 after he brought
her to a workplace near Ronda
and Joy roads on the township's
north side, Detective Sgt. Dave
Schreiner has said.

The severely beaten woman
was found wandering in the area
••md appeared confused after she
was assaulted, Schreiner said.

Authorities have said
Ahmedov fled to Florida and
then to Houston, where he was
captured at the airport by U.S.
immigration officials. An extra-
dition team brought him back to
Canton, where he was arraigned
on criminal charges Nov. 9-

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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24MPG
8 Passenger

Seating

We are Professional Grade"

14949 Sheldon Rd. • Plymouth,
(bet.M-14&5MiieRoad)

*Due at delivery 1 st payment + tax, title, plates and doc 12,000 miles per year. GM employee and eligible
family members. All rebates to dealer. : OEO8681584

Full service
custom
design

* Your desips or ours

* Your gems & gold or ours

* Shockingly affordable!

* High end fabrication

* Computer aided design

* Award-winning desips

* 22 years experience

•* Satisfaction guaranteed

620 Starkweather • Old Village
Plymouth • 734-453-1860

The Area's Most Trusted
Custom Jeweler

OE08675144

"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Canton Goodfeliows
Canton Goodfellow's "No

child without a Christmas"
Collection continues through
Dec. 9 at Showroom of
Elegance, 6018 Canton Center
Road.

Bring in canned goods,
nonperishable items or cash
donation for the Canton
Goodfeliows and receive a gift
from our Santa Bag. All gifts
are with a retail value of $20
or more.

"This is our way to
help those children in the
Plymouth/Canton school
district that are in need and
wouldn't otherwise have a
Christmas or food while out of
school on the holiday break,"
said Linda Robin, Showroom
of Elegance owner. "Our need
is great this year with over 700
children to rvrovide for. V̂e
need so much help. Please join
us in this mission."

For more information, call
(734) 207-1906.

Corriveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30
at Parthenon Coney Island,

39910 Ford Road, in Canton.
For more information, call

(734) 981-0200.

Passion for Fashion
Indigo Salon and Day

Spa and the Village Theater
present the first "Jingle
Bell Benefit, Passion for
Fashion" 7:30-9 p.m. Dec.
2 at the Cherry Hill Village
Theater.

Passion for Fashion is dedi-
cated to raising funds for the
Canton Goodfeliows Gifts for
Kids program. With your help
Indigo will be able to provide
over 600 children in need with
the Christmas of a lifetime.
Half of all proceeds received
from the 2009 Jingle Bell
Benefit, Passion for Fashion
will be used to purchase
Christmas gifts for those in
need.

Businesses interested in
making a donation can contact
Meghan Giersdorf, Indigo
Salon and Day Spa, 50545
Cherry Hill in Canton by e-
mail at marketin°r'5)indigosa-
lonanddayspa.com or by call-
ing (734) 961-3245.

Art workshops
D & M Art Studio is now

taking registration for the day
after Thanksgiving Workshop,
Christmas Kids Only
Workshops, Winter Break
Workshops, the Special 2 or

Open
9 to 9pm

Thanksgiving Eve
9 to 11am

Thanksgiving

Serving... M
FRESH HOT H

COFFEE
for the Kids after
they visit Santa!

S»«* Put in your order for
| ; PUMPKIN
K ROLL,
£?: PUMPKIN PIE
J | and APPLE PIE
JJP for the holiday!
^ Gift Trays of Baklava Available!!!

134 hour Workshops and more.
The workshops will start

with an All Day Paint - Sea
Creatures and more - Friday,

Nov. 27 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. for ages 6 and up. The
total cost is $32. Come in and
check out the many discounted
gift sets we have pre-made
or make one of your own and
receive a 25-percent discount
on that set.

Stop in and check out the
Three Cities Art Club's Art
Show with many beautiful art
pieces for sale.

Call or check out the studio's
Web site at www.dmartstudio.
com for the full schedule of
workshops and classes. Call
(734) 453-3710 for additional
information.

Craft show
St. Thomas a'Becket Church,

located at 555 S. Lilley in
Canton, is accepting applica-
tions for its annual Christmas
Craft Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5.

All interested crafters
should e-mail stabcraftshow@
yahoo.com or call (734) 981-
1333.

Holiday Cabaret
For one night only, Spotlight

Players in partnership with
Canton Leisure Services and
the Village Theater is taking
The Biltmore Studio at The
Village Theater and trans-
forming it into an intimate
nightclub/winter wonderland
featuring guest vocalists from
the prestigious Michigan
Opera Theater.

"Come and join the
Michigan Opera Theater spon-
sored by Spotlight Players with
special guests - Spotlight on
Youth, singing your favorite
holiday songs in a delightful
evening of cabaret - a won-
derful way to celebrate the

holidays and fun for the whole
family," said Barbara Bloom,
Spotlight Players board presi-
dent.

"Come to the Holiday
Cabaret" takes place 8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 12. Cabaret-
style seats are limited so
purchase tickets now! Come
hum along to holiday tunes
while enjoying a beverage
from the cash bar and finger
food from the concession
stand.

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is located at
50400 Cherry Hill in Canton.
The Village Theater has free
parking is handicap acces-
sible. Tickets are available by
phone at the Village Theater
Box Office at (734) 394-5300
or (734) 394-5460 or on-line
at www.canton-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater or in person at The
Summit on the Park or at the
door. Box office opens 1 hour
prior to show-time. Tickets are
$15.

Historical display
A new display for the

Canton Historical Society
honors local past and pres-
ent troops. "Canton answers
the call on the battle front
and home front" featuring
objects and photographs helps
visitors examine the lives
of Canton residents as they
faced difficult and immense
challenges.

The exhibit honors the com-
mitment and sacrifice made
in the past and continuing
through the present.

The exhibit will run through
Dec. 12 during museum
hours Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday.

For addition information,
or for anyone who would like
to loan items for the display,
contact the museum at (734)
397-0088.

"Let Us Satisfy
Your Sweet Tooth'

386 S. Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170
734-455-7144

Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday 9am to 9pm Sunday - 9am to 3pm

When you leave home, your pet doesn't have to

Platinum Pet Service
Insured, Bonded, Pet Tech Certified

- References Available
Pet Sitting, Dog Training, Dog Walking

10% Discount for Mew Clients
15% BSseosint for Referrals

Monthly Specials
Servicing Plymouth, Northville, Canton,

Livonia and Ann Arbor

e-mail: taii-wag@msn.com
Website: www.piatinumpetservice.com

What will college tuition cost in 10 years?
College costs are increasing annually, making it difficult to estimate
tuition rates, even for the next few years. This can make planning
ahead difficult and frustrating. However, the Michigan Education
Trust (MET) makes it possible for parents, grandparents, businesses
and others to pre-purchase tomorrow's undergraduate tuition at
today's cost,

MET is a smart, tax-advantaged way to save for college. MET
contracts assure a child's college education savings will be there
when they need it! MET contracts are portable and transferrable
and the funds used to purchase a MET contract may qualify for a
state tax deduction. MET contracts can be purchased for Michigan
children in one semester increments or by the year with several
convenient payment options available.

To learn more about the Michigan Education
Trust, visit our website or call today:

www.SITwitliIT.ciii
!..ftAA.MrT.JL.inil

MET
WCHKMN EDUCATION TRUST

(1-800-638-4543)
-wwbkW'So «

-\i>s

The Michigan Education Savings Program (MESP) helps make It easy!

* Your money can grow free of federal and Michigan income tax.
* Michigan residents may receive a Michigan income tax deduction on their MESP 529 Plan contributions.
* Your investment can be used at ANY eligible Mgher-educatkai institution in the country.

«* tuition,

Visit MESPgiftcom or call 1-877-8614371 Michigan Education Savings Program

www.,
Before infesting in a $29 plan, you shouUcomUer whether the state m whkh you $rjmtr• designated'beneficiary reside or have taxabk inmate

Investment management, program administration and distribution off he Michigan Education Trust (MET) program is pmvided solely by the Michigan
Department of Treasury. MET is not managed by TIAA-CREF Tuition Financing, Inc.
Account whie for the toresteent Options te not fparairteed and will fluctuate based upon a number «f factors, inctodtog general market conditions,
The tux information contained herein Is not intended to be used, md cmwi he used hy my taxpayer, for themmom af avoiding tax penalties that
may be imposed on the Mxpayer, It was written to support tkz promotion of the products and services of MESP. taxpayers shoum seek advice based
on their own particular circumstances from an independent to advisor.
§ 2069 T1AA»CR£P Tuition Fumaeing, Me.f Pr&gram Manager C48№
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Canton Police are seeking these men in connection with a counterfeit check ring that has defrauded area banks out
of large sums of money.

Police seek suspects in bank frauds

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Robert Dixon and Michael Mason of Cass Community Social Services wait as 3,200 pounds of frozen chicken is
loaded onto their truck.

FROM

HEAR's shipment of frozen
chicken came in 10-pound
bags. Agencies received as little
as 200 pounds and as much as
3,200 pounds.

McManus released a list of 21
recipients that included Active
Faith food pantry of South
Lyon; Blessed Hope Mission of
Lincoln Park; Cass Community
Social Services; Central Detroit
CDC; Faith Community
Presbyterian Church of Novi;
Forgotten Harvest of Oak Park;
Fort Street Presbyterian of
Detroit; Friendship House of
Hamtramck; Grace Centers
of Hope of Pontiac, Help's On
The Way of Dearborn; Military
Avenue Presbyterian Church
of Detroit; Northville Civic
Center; The Salvation Army in
Farmington, Plymouth, Westland
and Macomb; St. Christine's
Soup Kitchen & Outreach of
Detroit; St. James Catholic
Church of Novi; Starfish; the
Wayne County Family Center of
Westland; and Western Oakland
Meals on Wheels.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton authorities still are
trying to locate two suspects
wanted for questioning in
connection with a counterfeit
check ring that is defrauding
area banks of large sums of
money.

Police declined to name
the banks, including two in
Canton, but said several scams
have been pulled off by swin-
dlers.

"The people are going
into the banks and opening

' I '

accounts, depositing fraudu-
lent checks and withdrawing
money before the banks catch
on to it." police Sgt. Mark
Gajeski said.

Canton police have released
photos of two suspects cap-
tured on bank surveillance
cameras. Anyone who has
information about the men is
urged to call the Canton Police
Department at (734) 394-
5400.

Anonymous tips for a pos-
sible cash reward up to $1,000
also may be made to Crime
Stoppers of Michigan by call-

ing (800) SPEAK-UP or log-
ging on to www.l800speakup.
org.

Photos of the suspects also
may be viewed on the police
department's Web site at www.
cantonpublicsafety.org.

Police said the men haven't
aroused any suspicions when
they go into the banks because
they appear calm as they carry
out their scam.

"They're good actors,"
Detective Sgt. Dave Schreiner
said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

.••>' J ~ , '

_ _ . _ . . . . . ~ _ . , ~ ~ . . . » , . , . . -V- . . - . - • * - ^

ABfimaB © H E W © i ^ i M ^ i H-^.Tv V^'V '^: •• "~^^A'\

As Low As

New & Repair Work

ud Hingt-berg of Cass Community Social Services says the 3.̂ :00 pounds of
chicken CCSS received will feed lots of hungry people. CCSS' truck, driven by
Michael Mason and Robert Dixon, is loaded and ready to go.

Whole House
Re-Piping

or
20% OFF
Service Call

With this coupon
Expires 12-8-09

Over 30 Years
Experience

Master Plumber
License

#81-09508
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Washed-Denim Work Dungaree RelaxeoFi-

Loose -Fit Jean

JJJJJJi JIJJ JJ JJJJ

'u- " ' Sandstone Sherpa Lined
Heavyweight Mock Neck Vest

Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt

St..

One mm* reason to become *i O;c!<> (vy/J -/.,;:U;.-./ v^^i-.ia-
Ready to get more from your bank? Become a Circle Gold customer, and you'll get preferred rates

on CDs and Money Market accounts, earn travel, gift cards and more with our best in class rewards

programs, and get reduced rates on home equity lines and bans, To get started, just open a Circle Gol<

Checking Account today. Helping you get more. That's something on© good citizen does for another.

Traditional-Fit
Straight Leg Jean Boot-Cut Jean

•' Beg

B 3 95

f< '\ < SALE ENDS 12-24-09
• • - --CL . „ . Holiday Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, FrI 9am - 5:30pm

Knit Hats in a Variety of Colors Thurs 9am-8pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Sun 11am-3pm

Member

FDIC

Click;

Come in:

-877-TOP-RATE

charterone.com

Any Charter One

Available in select markets. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of publication date. Offer may be withdrawn or changed without notice and cannot be combined with
another CD offer. Personal accounts/select markets. $1,000,000 maximum. Penalty for early withdrawal. Charter One is RBS Citizens, N.A.
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liable all-new EcoBoost™
engine, The thirst of a V6.2The thrust of a V8, Class-
exclusive available BUS® (Blind Spot Information
System) with cross-traffic alert—what ctaesrrt show
up in your mirror can still show up on your mirror.
Available adaptive cruise control helps keep a presei
distance between you^and the vehicle ahead of you.

010 Fysion is the most fuel-efficient midsize sedan
in America.3 And Fusion offers great styling and
smart features. Like available SYNC® voice-activated,
technology with Traffic, Directions and Information,4

And available SIRIUS Travel Link™ to help you reach
your destination faster and smarter,5

2010 Escape is as fun to look at as it is to drive, With
its 2.5L Duratec® I-4 engine, Escape delivers up to .28
miles per gallon on the highway,6 And Escape offers
an available 3.0L V6 flex-fuel engine, plus its available
Intelligent 4WD System and six standard airbags,
including the standard Safety Canopy* System.

jnea whether you
choose the raqtop, hardtop or qlass tops you'll qet a
whole new look, But the same bad attitude, Check
out the pure and simple Thrill Machine from Ford.
And unleash your Mustang side.

Come into our showroom during Ford's Year End
Sales Event today and drive one.

18ased m total nymter af f i rs t -Mass features, Class is FuihSize isn-i i iKari Sedans, 2EPA*estlmated 1? cil^/25
Nwy mpg, Taurus SH0. sEPA-8Stimated 23 city/34 hwy/2? combined m$% fysion S, M lyfamatic. i i s t e elass per
t L Polk 4 Co, Nan-hybrid, driving white distracted mu rgs i t in toss of f efttete csntmi My use no l l e ptafiss tnd
other ieviees, even with voice otramafids, when it is safe to ds so, 5Witft sptional Rayigatisn Sptera real-time traffie
monitoring available in select markets. $$me features are pnavatlalite while driving, Sertice available in the 48
contiguous stiles and Washington, DC, SIRIUS Travel link is a trademark of SIRIUS XM iaclio* inc. SYNC w i l l
Traffic, Otreotiros and Infofinatisn mi availahte with Na^iplien Sptero m SiRlUS Travel Link.
28 hwy mpg, 1-4 FWD, ?Lin]it8d-terai f srd Credit: financiog OR approved credit Net ai! buyers will qualify, l e t available
m 10 model pa r hybrids, Taurus S£f Edge SE AWD} Transit Connect, Mustang Shefty 8T-S90™ and F-150 Raptar.
Take t m retail debvery from dealer stock by IX/XX/XX. See (feller far details.


