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Canton is now 'narticir*atin°' in
"The Emergency Food Assistance
Program," a supplemental food
program for all income-eligible
Wayne County residents.

The first distribution is
scheduled for 9 a.m. to noon
Wednesday, Dec.l6, at the
Summit on the Park. Distribution
will continue on the third
Wednesday of each month. All
recipients must become certi-
fied for eligibility, meeting two
criteria: 130 percent of Federal
Poverty Income for people under
60 years old, and 160 percent for
people 60 and older.

Methods by which house-
hold may demonstrate eligibil-
ity include Food Stamp Card,
W-2 form, Medicaid, income
tax return and self-declaration.
Households must be located in
Canton. Methods by which house-
hold may demonstrate eligibility
include driver's license, state ID,
utility bill, Medicaid card and
self-declaration.

Canton will host a certification of
recipients 2-4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.8,
and Wednesday, Dec. 9, from 9-11
a.m. in the lower level of Canton's
Administration Building. Recipients
not currently on any governmental
program will need to provide docu-
mentation such as birth certificates
or social security cards declaring
number of household members.

For more information, call (734)
394-5185.

Canton Goodfellows and
Canton Leisure Services are
teaming to help brighten the
holidays for Canton's neediest
children, and there's still time
to donate a new, unwrapped
toy through Dec. 13 at a Canton
Leisure Services location.

The following facilities are
collecting holiday gifts with indi-
vidual fun themes. The Village
Theater at Cherry Hill will be
collecting "Arts and Crafts." The
Canton Sports Center will be col-
lecting "Sporting Equipment."
The Summit on the Park will be
collecting "Fun and Games." The
Leisure Services offices will also
be a collection site.

"So many families are feeling
the impact of the economic situ-
ation in our community this holi-
day season," said Marion Rozum
of the Canton Goodfellows. "The
Canton community continues to
show its generosity and supports
'No Child Without A Christmas.'
Every gift and every dollar stays
within Canton and goes to help
the children of our community."

Cash donations and gift cards
are also welcomed and can be
dropped off at the Leisure Services
Department. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 394-5360 or visit
www.cantongoodfellows.org.

Canton hits all notes with holiday shows
Canton vocalist

brings soul home

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Standing in front of The Village Theater are (from left) Johnny Evans of the Howling Diablos, Chris Polite of The Infatuations,
Tino Gross of the Diablos, Christian Draheim of The infatuations and DJ Zack Daniels of Canton's Cherry Martini.

Diablos set for Village Theater 'house party'
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton — the township that
rocks.

Doubt it? Don't.
Detroit's own Howling

Diablos, a bluesy, soulful rock
group that headlines its own
shows and has opened for
the likes of George Clinton's
Parliament-Funkadelic, Alice
Cooper, Incubus and ZZ Top,
is set to follow one of the area's
newest bands, The Infatuations,
on stage during an 8 p.m.
Thanksgiving Eve bash at The
Village Theater at Cherry Hill.

Theater doors, 50400 Cherry
Hill Road, open at 7:30 p.m., and
$12 tickets for the all-ages show
are available at the box office, at
Canton's Summit on the Park or
online at www.cantonvillageth-
eater.org.

Band members seemed eager
to play the 400-seat venue dur-
ing interviews Tuesday after-
noon inside the nearby Cherry
Martini, where owner Wally
Kalled and DJ Zack Daniels are
planning a post-concert gather-
ing. Daniels also will entertain
the crowd before the show and
during intermission.

After playing venues as large
as The Palace of Auburn Hills,
the Howling Diablos welcome
the opportunity to play time-
tested tunes and tracks from
their latest album, Divine Trash
Highway, at The Village Theater.

"It's more like a house party,"
vocalist Tino Gross said. "You're
right up in everybody's face."

Sax/harp player Johnny
Evans agreed. "It's more like a

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The morning after Barack Obama was elected
president, singer Dan "Dahsoulman" Carter of
Canton felt so inspired he sat down and wrote a
new song, Where Were You When, in one day.

"I felt just an awesome sense of pride," said
Carter, lead vocalist for the Detroit area band
MFTMO (Music From The Mind Of) ... Z-
Man, a six-man group that brings its neo-blues
set, flavored with rock and soul, to the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill for an 8 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 28, show.

Where Were You When is one of the songs Z-
Man will perform during a CD release event fea-
turing its 13-song, self-titled record. The band
takes the stage for an all-ages show after first
showing a "rockumentary" revealing the evolu-
tion of Z-Man, a group that formed last year to
deliver a style of music it calls "eclectic urban
tonic."

"We're something of a jam band," Z-Man
leader and videographer Donald Louis Anthony,
a Detroit guitarist and vocalist, said Monday
afternoon as he and Carter talked about the
band during an interview in Carter's home.

Concert tickets cost $15 and are available at
the Village Theater box office at 50400 Cherry
Hill, Canton's Summit on the Park or online at
www.cantonvillagetheater.org.

Weaving blues, rock and soul into its music,
Z-Man will perform its 13 songs —10 written by
Anthony, three by Carter — during a live show
in which Anthony said the intensity "gets kicked
up a notch."

MFTMO ... Z-Man'gets its name from an
unpublished story about a dimension-cross- _~
ing, science-fiction character created by one of
Anthony's friends, Ephraim Gate. Anthony and
Carter will be joined on-stage by bassist JB3
(John Baker III), keyboardist J. Emmanuel,
percussionist and cowbell extraordinaire Billie
Wayne and drummer Ike Whitener. Drummer
G. Davis Jr. played on the CD but isn't part of the
concert.

Z-Man typically performs in venues from
Detroit to Ann Arbor, including the last
Canton Art Fair, and it garnered attention in
March during a 288-hour music tribute to the

Please see SOUL, A3

Chris Polite and Christian Draheim of The infatuations are eager to perform at
The Village Theater at Cherry Hill.

club," he said.
Their 90-minute set will

include guitarists Mo Hollis
and Erik Gustafson, drummer
Jerome Day, keyboardist Jimmie
Bones from Kid Rock's Twisted
Brown Trucker Band and an
appearance by Sean Forbes
of the Deaf Performing Arts
Network, who has signed songs
on MTV videos.

As of late, music from Divine
Trash Highway — the Howling
Diablos' fourth full-length album

— has gained tele\ ision recogni-
tion on the E! 'VhiujK'lV hcc/iii:.;
Up With the Kan/ash tans and
MTV's Rocul Rules Challenge.

"We're getting a lol oi mileage
off TV," Gross said

Raised on DoLnm iwL Lin
Howling Diablos' style blends
funk,blues and sou; musio \vilh
rock, and their sound lias broad-
ened to include elements of jazz
and hip-hop. The band is eager

Please see ROCK, A3
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Donald Louis Anthony, left, and Dan Carter are part of
the Z-Man group that performs at The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill.
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Police still se
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As Canton authorities piece together what
caused a Garden City driver to cross the median
and hit two cars in rush-hour Ford Road traffic,
one of four people has been released from a hospi-
tal, police confirmed.

The accident happened Friday evening on Ford
Road near 1-275, one of Canton's most accident-
prone stretches of highway.

A 5-year-old Westland girl has been released
from the University of Michigan Hospital, but
her 30-year-old mother and 8-year-old sibling
remain hospitalized, police Sgt. Mark Gajeski said
Wednesday.

The 24-year-old Garden City woman who police
say crossed the median also remains hospitalized
after she was taken to Oakwood Hospital.

Detective Sgt, Dave Schreiner said Wednesday
the police department's specialized accident inves-
tigation team is continuing to investigate what
caused the multiple-injury accident that snarled
traffic shortly after 6 p.m. on Canton's busiest
thoroughfare.

oad accident
A 5i?eari3fd Westland girl has been released
from the University of Michigan Hospital, hut
her 30-year-olcl mother and 8-year-old sibling
remain hospitalized, police Sgt. Mark Gajeski said
Wednesday.

The Garden City woman was driving her car
west on Ford Road when she crossed the median .
and struck two eastbound vehicles, Gajeski said.

A 59 -year-old woman driving the first ear that
was struck received only minor injuries, but a sec-
ond vehicle driven by the Westland mother was hit
head-on, Gajeski said.

The mother was airlifted to U^M Hospital,
and her two children were taken there by ambu-
lance. The 5-year-old girl has since been released,
Gajeski said.

The Garden City driver, taken to Oakwood for
serious injuries, also remains hospitalized.

Police hadn't released the identities of people
involved in the accident.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Rockettes rule
The Varsity Salem Rockette Pom
team took first place in the jazz

category at the Mid-American
Pom Pon Dance Championship

Competition at Eastern Michigan
University. The varsity team,
coached by Heather Cornell,

will compete in two categories
Sunday in the UDA Competition.
Members of the varsity include

Amanda Hynes, Lexie Hotz,
Kate Balsis, Shannon Cornell,

Lauren Donaldson, Olivia Fuller,
Michelle Hunsaker, Michelle

Lent, Rachael Nosewicz, Nicole
Vance, Katie Arnold, Mary-Liz

Benintende, Alyssa Engle, Mary
Colon, Stephanie Fogoros, Sarah
Johnson, Taylor Liddane, Jenna
Newman, Morgan Rice, Jessica
VanOoyen and Marissa Ziegler.

"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Corriveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30
at Parthenon Coney Island,
39910 Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

Passion for Fashion
Indigo Salon and Day

Spa and the Village Theater
present the first "Jingle Bell
Benefit, Passion for Fashion"
7:30-9 p.m. Dec. 2 at the

•••;- __ Cherry Hill Village Theater.
Passion for Fashion is dedi-

cated to raising funds for the

Canton Goodfellows Gifts for
Kids program. With your help
Indigo will be able to provide
over 600 children in need with
the Christmas of a lifetime. Half
of all proceeds received from
the 2009 Jingle Bell Benefit,
Passion for Fashion will be used
to purchase Christmas giftsfor
those in need.

Businesses interested in
making a donation can contact
Meghan Giersdorf, Indigo
Salon and Day Spa, 50545
Cherry Hill in Canton by e-
mail at marketing@indigosa-
lonanddayspa.com or by call-
ing (734) 961-3245.

Craft show
St. Thomas a'Becket Church,

located at 555 S. Lilley in
Canton, is accepting applica-
tions for its annual Christmas

I chose the highest rated Medicare plan in Michigan1 - HAP.

Alliance Medicare PPO received the highest Medicare Star summary rating

for health plan quality of any Medicare Advantage plan in Michigan for 201 Of

And no Medicare HMO plan in Michigan rated higher than HAP Senior Plus.

If you want to learn more about a leader in quality and customer service, HAP

offers free Medicare workshops about the Alliance Medicare Supplement,

Alliance Medicare Rx (PDP), Alliance Medicare PPO, and HAP Senior Plus

(HMO) plans:

Dearborn

November 19,2009

November 20,2009

Novi
November 18,2009

Plymouth
November 20,2009

HAP adds new workshop dates every day. Call for the

latest workshop listing and to reserve your place:

toll-free {800} 440-1515 or TDD (800) 956-4325.

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

• % • • *
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with specisl fie€ds at sates Hi66tings, C8ll to!!~fre6 {800} 449-15! 5 or TDD {800} 9S64*4325»

Workshops arerfor Medicare-eligible individuals who do not have benefits paid for by a former employer and who pay for their own
healthcare coverage.

+Based on Medicare's Plan Quality and Performance Rating 2009 Survey conducted by the federal Medicare program.
To see full results, go to "Compare Health Plans"on www.medicare.gov

HAP Senior Plus and Alliance Medicare PPO are health plans with a Medicare contract. Alliance Medicare Rx (PDP) is a stand-alone
Prescription Drug Plan with a Medicare contract Alliance Medicare Rx (PDP), Alliance Medicare Supplement and Alliance Medicare
PPO are products of Alliance Health and Life Insurance Company, a wholly owned subsidiary of Health Alliance Plan. Alliance
Medicare Supplement is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. government or the federal Medicare program.
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Craft Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5.

All interested crafters should
e-mail stabcraftshow@yahoo.
com or call (734) 981-1333.

Historical display
A new display for the Canton

Historical Society honors
local past and present troops.
"Canton answers the call on
the battle front and home
front" featuring objects and
photographs helps visitors
examine the lives of Canton
residents as they faced diffi-
cult and immense challenges.

The exhibit honors the com-
mitment and sacrifice made
in the past and continuing
through the present.

The exhibit will run through
Dec. 12 during museum
hours Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday.

For addition information,
or for anyone who would like
to loan items for the display,
contact the museum at (734)
397-0088.

Doctor documentary
Audiences across the country

will get a rare inside look into
the Nobel Peace Prize-winning
Doctors Without Borders at
the Goodrich Quality Theater-
Canton Cinema, 43555 Ford
Rd, Canton, 7:30 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 14.

"Living in Emergency:
Stories of Doctors Without
Borders LIVE with Elizabeth
Vargas" is an exclusive, one-
night only event, which will
be broadcast via satellite from
New York University's Skirball
Center for the Performing Arts
to thousands of Americans
seated in nearly 450 movie
theaters across the country.

Doctors Without Borders
gave a documentary crew
unlimited and uncensored
access to its field operations
in war-torn Congo and post-
conflict Liberia. The critically
acclaimed documentary, "Living
in Emergency," interweaves the
stories of four doctors who are
forced to confront the limits
of their idealism in the face of
overwhelming medical needs.

Following the documentary,
Elizabeth Vargas, anchor of
ABC News 20/20, will moder-
ate a LIVE town-hall discus-
sion with frontline aid workers
and award-winning journal-
ists, including Sebastian
Junger, best-selling author of
The Perfect Storm and Vanity
Fair contributing editor.

To purchase tickets, visit
www.FathomEvents.com/doc-
torswithoutborders

Reunion time
Plymouth Canton and Salem

Class of 1994 is hosting its 15-year
reunion 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday,
Nov. 27 at the Novi Sheraton,
21111 Haggerty in Novi.

Cost is $50. Details can be
found and tickets purchased at
www.pcepl994.com

For more information, con-
tact Julie Burkett (Orleman) via
e-mail at julieburkett@hotmail.
com or call (734) 674-3478.

Entertainment books
The Beckridge Chorale

is selling the 2010
Entertainment Book to sup-
port its vocal scholarship
program. The book contains
hundreds of 2-for-l and 50-
percent discounts at airlines,
restaurants, hotels, car rent-
als, movie rentals, theater and
sports events, and much more.

Retail cost is $35; your cost
is $20. Save money and sup-
port the BeckRidge Chorale.

Call (734) 459-6829 to order.
Books will be delivered in the
Plymouth area upon request.

/ . ' •
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to unleash its raw power on
The Village Theater, a place
Gross called "gorgeous."

Following a career that
started in the early 1990s,
the Howling Diablos — like
newcomers The Infatuations
— have come to rely more heav-
ily on download sales on music
sites such as iTunes, eMusic
and Amazon.com. Independent
record stores where they used
to sell albums may have faded,
but the band hasn't.

Both bands also have found
they have a strong fan base
as far away as England and
Japan, where music aficiona-
dos have long been drawn to
Detroit music.

Christian Draheim, lead gui-
tarist and backing vocalist for
The Infatuations, recalls seeing
the Howling Diablos perform
local venues when he was in his

""f» • • •'• • *
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Walker-Winter escapes
W-W school closing list

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tino Gross and Johnny Evans of the Howling Diablos, sitting inside the Cherry Martini in Canton.

early 20s. Now 35, h
the opportunity to open for
them at The Village Theater.

The Infatuations released
their five-song collection,
January Sessions, in April, and
their sound infuses 1960s and
1970s soul, rhythm and blues,
funk and pop hooks with a
rock twist and dance grooves.
Draheim cites influences rang-
ing from Motown artists to Led

Draheim will take The
Village Theater stage with lead
vocalist Marco Lowe, drum-
mer Jeff Lee, bassist Jimmy
MeCammon, rhythm guitarist
Chris Polite and percussionist
Rico Grazioli. Most everyone
helps with backing vocals.

Polite described the group's
sound by saying "we're taking
it back (in time), but keeping it

The Infatuations, with songs
like Dancin' On My Knees and
Alright, already have received
airplay on area radio stations,
and the band is preparing to
work on a full-length album
they hope to release sometime
next year. They've also been
using social networking sites
such as Facebook, MySpace
and Twitter to reach audiences.

Draheim, who also plavs
guitar for up-and-coming
Detroit rocker Ty Stone's band,
said The Infatuations have
played venues like the Eclipse
Lounge at Greektown Casino,
but the group is ready for new
exposure during their 45-min-
ute opening set at The Village
Theater affords.

"This is going to be a lot of
fun," Draheim said.

SOUL
FROM P A S E 1

American auto industry, per-
formed at Ferndale's A. J.'s
Music Cafe, that is going down
in the Guinness Book of World
Records.

Carter also drew attention a
few years ago during a nation-
wide karaoke contest that took
him from Canton to Lansing to
Las Vegas, where he placed near
the top among performers.

While some of Z-Man's
songs strive to inspire, such as
R U Ready 4 a Miracle, oth-
ers contain a hint of humor.
Anthony penned Shelly's
Song after a woman named
Shelly asked him to write a
song about her, even though
he reveals in the song he was
actually more interested in her

•••. •i.-'iESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Dan Carter of Canton is part of the Z-Man group, which plays the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill Nov. 27.

sister, Sue. Country Tis of Thee and into
During the live version a classic jazz rhythm sound

of Where Were You When, ' before returning to the main
Anthony said concert goers song. He likens the band's live
can expect to hear the band performances to jam bands
segue into the patriotic My like The Allman Brothers.

Macy;s Optical
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specialty lenses and lens options are additional. Designer sunglass frames not included. Complete pair purchase required.

*Selected designer frames 25% off. Some special orders excluded. See optician for details. Cannot be combined with any other offer,
vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Selection varies by location. Not valid where prohibited by law.

tEye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry.
Offer ends December 2,2009.

For the location nearest yoy, call 1-888-889-EYES

Z-Man started performing
live earlier this year, and it
aims to start making a name
for itself by playing local fes-
tivals and concerts. For more
on the band or to sample audio
clips of songs, log onto www.
z-manmusic.com.

BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER '

Seven elementary schools,
including Hamilton, Jefferson-
Barns, Kettering, Lincoln,
Madison, Patchin and
Vandenburg, would be closed
as part of recommendations
for reconfiguring Wayne-
Westland Community Schools.

Walker-Winter Elementary
in Canton escaped the list of
potential closings.

The series of recommenda-
tions from the 21st Century
Schools Committee, which
developed the plans, will be
presented to the school board
at a 6 p.m. meeting Monday,
Nov. 30, at Wayne Memorial
High School's Stockmeyer
Auditorium,

The committee met as a
whole Tuesday evening to go
over the recommendations,
which include closing seven ele-
mentary schools and revamp-
ing the elementary and middle
school grade configuration.

The committee has been
meeting since late June to come
up with a plan to address the
district's declining enrollment
as well as cut expenditures in
the face of shrinking revenue.
Its proposal will save the dis-
trict an estimated $6 million,
but that may not be enough.

"This isn't just about how
to survive the financial crisis,
but haw we can do better," said
consultant Jeff Rahmberg,
who has been working with the

committee on the proposal. "It's
a great opportunity for the dis-
trict to look at its program and
how it can deliver it better."

The district is projecting its
operating deficit for 2009-10
will be close to $11 million
due to a $292 per-pupil cut in
state school aid. But there is
the possibility of more cuts by
executive order after the first
of the year.

"That $11 million doesn't
reflect any anticipated cuts in
January," district Supt. Greg
Baracy said.

The committee is recom-
mending that the district close
the previously named elemen-
tary schools;.Marshall and
Adams middle schools would
become schools for fifth-
and sixth- grade students.
Stevenson and Franklin would
remain as middle schools for
seventh- and eighth-graders.

Under the proposal, fifth-
and sixth-graders from Edison,
P.D. Graham, Hicks, Wildwood
and the northern portion of
the Walker-Winter attendance
area would go on to Marshall,
Stevenson and John Glenn High
School. Fifth- and sixth-grade
students attending Elliott,
Hoover, Roosevelt-McGrath,
Schweitzer and Taft-Galloway,
as well as the southern portion
of the Walker-Winter atten-
dance area, would go to Adams,
Franklin and finally Wayne
Memorial High School.

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
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to unleash its raw power on
The Village Theater, a place
Gross called "gorgeous."

Following a career that
started in the early 1990s,
the Howling Diablos — like
newcomers The Infatuations
— have come to rely more heav-
ily on download sales on music
sites such as iTunes, eMusic
and Amazon.com. Independent
record stores where they used
to sell albums may have faded,
but the band hasn't.

Both bands also have found
they have a strong fan base
as far away as England and
Japan, where music aficiona-
dos have long been drawn to
Detroit music.

Christian Draheim, lead gui-
tarist and backing vocalist for
The Infatuations, recalls seeing
the Howling Diablos perform
local venues when he was in his
can_y Zi\js. XNUVV tjo, n c XCU.OJ.ICO

the opportunity to open for
them at The Village Theater.

The Infatuations released
their five-song collection,
January Sessions, in April, and
their sound infuses 1960s and
1970s soul, rhythm and blues,
funk and pop hooks with a
rock twist and dance grooves.
Draheim cites influences rang-
ing from Motown artists to Led

Walker-Winter escapes
W-W school closing list
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Tino Gross and Johnny Evans of the Howling Diablos, sitting inside the Cherry Martini in Canton.

Draheim will take The
Village Theater stage with lead
vocalist Marco Lowe, drum-
mer Jeff Lee, bassist Jimmy
McCammon, rhythm guitarist
Chris Polite and percussionist
Rico Grazioli. Most everyone
helps with backing vocals.

Polite described the group's
sound by saying "we're taking
it back (in time), but keeping it

The Infatuations, with songs
like Dancin' On My Knees and
Alright, already have received
airplay on area radio stations,
and the band is preparing to
work on a full-length album
they hope to release sometime
next year. They've also been
using social networking sites
such as Facebook, MySpace
and Twitter to reach audiences.

Draheim who also "la^s
guitar for up-and-coming
Detroit rocker Ty Stone's band,
said The Infatuations have
played venues like the Eclipse
Lounge at Greektown Casino,
but the group is ready for new
exposure during their 45-min-
ute opening set at The Village
Theater affords.

"This is going to be a lot of
fun," Draheim said.
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American auto industry, per-
formed at Ferndale's A. J.'s
Music Cafe, that is going down
in the Guinness Book of World
Records.

Carter also drew attention a
few years ago during a nation-
wide karaoke contest that took
him from Canton to Lansing to
Las Vegas, where he placed near
the top among performers.

While some of Z-Man's
songs strive to inspire, such as
R U Ready 4 a Miracle, oth-
ers contain a hint of humor.
Anthony penned Shelly's
Song after a woman named
Shelly asked him to write a
song about her, even though
he reveals in the song he was
actually more interested in her

Z-Man started performing
live earlier this year, and it
aims to start making a name
for itself by playing local fes-
tivals and concerts. For more
on the band or to sample audio
clips of songs, log onto www.
z-manmusic.com.

BY SUE MASON
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Seven elementary schools,
including Hamilton, Jefferson-
Barns, Kettering, Lincoln,
Madison, Patchin and
Vandenburg, would be closed
as part of recommendations
for reconfiguring Wayne-
Westland Community Schools.

Walker-Winter Elementary
in Canton escaped the list of
potential closings.

The series of recommenda-
tions from the 21st Century
Schools Committee, which
developed the plans, will be
presented to the school board
at a 6 p.m. meeting Monday,
Nov. 30, at Wayne Memorial
High School's Stockmeyer
Auditorium.

The committee met as a
whole Tuesday evening to go
over the recommendations,
which include closing seven ele-
mentary schools and revamp-
ing the elementary and middle
school grade configuration.

The committee has been
meeting since late June to come
up with a plan to address the
district's declining enrollment
as well as cut expenditures in
the face of shrinking revenue.
Its proposal will save the dis-
trict an estimated $6 million,
but that may not be enough.

"This isn't just about how
to survive the financial crisis,
but how we can do better," said
consultant Jeff Rahmberg,
who has been working with the

committee on the proposal. "It's
a great opportunity for the dis-
trict to look at its program and
how it can deliver it better."

The district is projecting its
operating deficit for 2009-10
will be close to $11 million
due to a $292 per-pupil cut in
state school aid. But there is
the possibility of more cuts by
executive order after the first
of the year.

"That $11 million doesn't
reflect any anticipated cuts in
January," district Supt. Greg
Baracy said.

The committee is recom-
mending that the district close
the previously named elemen-
tary schools;,Marshall and
Adams middle schools would
become schools for fifth-
and sixth- Tiide students.
Stevenson and Franklin would
remain as middle schools for
seventh- and eighth-graders.

Under the proposal, fifth-
and sixth-graders from Edison,
P.D. Graham, Hicks, Wildwood
and the northern portion of
the Walker-Winter attendance
area would go on to Marshall,
Stevenson and John Glenn High
School. Fifth- and sixth-grade
students attending Elliott,
Hoover, Roosevelt-McGrath,
Schweitzer and Taft-Galloway,
as well as the southern portion
of the Walker-Winter atten-
dance area, would go to Adams,
Franklin and finally Wayne
Memorial High School.

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
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Dan Carter of Canton is part of the Z-Man group, which plays the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill Nov. 27.

sister, Sue.
During the live version

of Where Were You When,
Anthony said concert goers
can expect to hear the band
segue into the patriotic My

Country Tis of Thee and into
a classic jazz rhythm sound
before returning to the main
song. He likens the band's live
performances to jam bands
like The Allman Brothers.
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