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iaper dandy

The Canton Public Library
partners with the Canton-based
Detroit Area Diaper Bank in their
30,000 by Thanksgiving Diaper
Drive. ‘

Donors can participate by drop-
ping off donations of diapers at the
library Nov. 18. The Diaper Bank
needs diapers and pull-ups in any
brand or size, baby through adult.
Open packages are acceptable.

The Detroit Area Diaper Bank
is a nonprofit charitable organiza-
tion serving SE Michigan. They
work to meet the need for diapers
at partner agencies working with
people in crisis. The cost of dia-
pers is not covered by WIC, food
stamps and, in most circumstanc-
es, Medicare, and many in our
community are in need. For more
information about the Detroit
Area Diaper Bank, visit www.
detroitareadiaperbank.org.

Bring diaper donations to the
Reception Desk between 9 a.m. and
9 p.m. The library is located at 1200
S. Canton Center Road in Canton.

eunion fime

Plymouth Canton and Salem
Class of 1994 is hosting its 15-year
reunion 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday,
Nov. 27, at the Novi Sheraton,
21111 Haggerty in Novi. ‘

Cost is $50. Details can be
found and tickets purchased at
www.pcepl994.com

For more information, contact
Julie Burkett (Orleman) via e~
mail at julieburkett@hotmail.com
or call (734) 674-3478.

Hall of Fame
Being elected to a Hall of Fame
must be getting to be old hat for
Canton resident Terry Jobbitt.
Jobbitt, who works for Choice
Insurance Agency and is the chair-
man of the Canton Chamber of
Commerce’s board
of directors, has
been inducted
into the Michigan
Special Olympics
Hall of Fame. It's his
second Hall induc-
tion; he became
amember of the
Michigan High
School Hockey
Coaches Hall of Fame in 2007.
Jobbitt has been active in the
Area 23 Michigan Special Olympics
for 32 years, having started by
assisting at track events for the
Wayne County summer games and
the area bowling tournament.
Among his Special Olympics
activities, Jobbitt has been area
games director, a member of the Area
Management Team and competition
coordinator. He’s also chaired fund-
raisers and county tournaments and
served as director of the statewide
softball tournament.

Jobbitt

Granholm calls on Senate to fix school funding

BY BRAD KADRICH

funding public education.

words they wanted to hear.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm, Wayne RESA superintendent Chris
Wigent, and State Rep. Marc Corriveau took part in a roundtable
discussion on funding public schools at the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools board offices Monday.

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

She may have been preaching to the choir
when Gov. Jennifer Granholm sat with a round-
table of Plymouth-Canton school board mem-
bers, local leaders and parents to talk about

But that doesn’t mean she wasn't speaking

Granholm, who in the last few weeks has
announced potential cuts totaling $292 to the
per-pupil foundation grant for public schools,
was in Plymouth Monday calling for the state
Legislature — with a particular eye on the state
Senate — to fix what she called “the gaping
wound” the cuts would leave in school districts.

And she echoed a call already being made
by Plymouth-Canton administrators, asking
people to contact their state Legislators — state

Reps. Marc Corriveau and Dian Slavens, who

Thousands rally in Lansing to protest cuts, A3.

were at the roundtable, and state Sen. Bruce
Patterson, who was not — to express their dis-
pleasure at the way schools are being funded.

“The cuts ... are unacceptable,” Granholm
said. “I'm asking the Senate to take action. The
cuts equal hundreds of teachers, which means
larger class sizes. It’s critical ... the way to fix
this isn’t painful.”

Among suggestions Granholm said she’s
heard for fixing the funding problem in the
school aid fund were using Recovery Act dol-
lars, the idea of a graduated state income tax
and the possibility of spreading the state’s 6-
percent sales tax across services. :

She also said Proposal A, the 1994 act that shift
ed funding of schools from local to state control,
“isn’t working” and a new formula is necessary.

Please see FUNDING, A3

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

His voice cracking with emotion,
World War II veteran Russ Cullen
offered a heartfelt reason why he
attended a Veterans Day ceremony
Wednesday morning in Canton.

“I came here to remember all the
veterans who have made a lot of sac-
rifices,” Cullen said, standing near
the Canton Veterans Memorial in
Heritage Park with his wife of 65
years, Alice, and his brother-in-law,
Gerald Copland.

Cullen, 86, made special mention
of U.S. troops still fighting in Irag
and Afghanistan, saying, “They're
the ones over there fighting a war
that doesn’t seem to have an end.”

Cullen joined other veterans and
their supporters for a solemn cer-
emony under a cloudless blue sky.

Veteran and keynote speaker John
Spencer, a township employee who
served in Vietnam as a longshore-
man and payroll clerk, recalled how
Francis Scott Key saluted America
as “the land of the free and the home
of the brave” when he wrote The
Star-Spangled Banner nearly 200
years ago.

“Those words are as true today
as they were then,” Spencer said.
“Throughout this nation’s history,
America’s soldiers, sailors, airmen,
Marines, Coast Guardsmen and
reserves have bravely answered the
call to defend our freedom, to aid
our friends and allies and to turn
back aggressors.

“We can never fully repay our
debt of gratitude to the more than
650,000 American service members
who died in battle or the 1.4 million
who were wounded,” he added. “We
can, however, recognize and thank
the 25 million veterans still living
today.” ‘

Veteran Michael O’Malley, who
served in Korea during the Vietnam

‘Paying tribute

Heritage Park ceremony thanks area veterans for their service

PHOTOS BY ANN ESPINOZA

Bilt Juchartz from the Vietnam Veterans Association, Chapter 528 and the Plymouth Canton VFW Chapter 6696, listens to speakers during

the Veterans Day ceremony.

War, read a poem summed up by
its title, Freedom Isn’t Free. Rich
Mazurkiewicz of the Vietnam
Veterans of America Plymouth-
Canton Chapter 528 played Taps on
a bugle, while other veterans fired
an honor volley for those who have
given their service.

Even after the ceremony had
ended, a brisk wind continued to
bolster a U.S. flag that flapped in
the wind, near another flag honoring
prisoners of war and those missing
in action. Yet another flag, stitched
with a yellow ribbon, summed up the
reason veterans paid their respects
Wednesday. “We Support Our
Troops,” it read.

delem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Amid declining revenues, Canton Township offi-
cials Tuesday adopted a new cost-cutting budget that
dips into surplus revenues, leaves several jobs vacant
and eliminates money for local road improvements.

“It was a tough battle,” Finance Director Rick
Eva said, and township officials are bracing for
even leaner economic times as declining property

For Home tax dollars and decreasing state-shared revenue
Delivery call: continue to chip away at local coffers.
(866) 887-2737 In a sweeping decision, the seven-member Canton
- Township Board of Trustees approved a new spending
%, blueprint for 2010 that projects a $7.7 million general

iR

fund surplus and places this community of nearly
90,000 residents in a far better financial position
than many deficit-plagued Michigan municipalities.

The 7-0 vote culminated months of budget talks
as local officials struggled to maintain services
and heed warnings of outside auditors who say
the township will need its fund balance as falling
property values hit even harder in 2011.

Among the highlights of the new budget:

» The board adopted a $25 million general fund

Canton approves trimmed budget

spending plan that siphons an estimated $642,631
from the budget surplus, down from earlier pro-
jections of $800,000.

» Township officials chose to leave vacant sev-
eral positions, including a deputy police chief
post, in a move that trims the number of full-time
employees from 369 to 364.

» The police fund balance is expected to fall to
a mere $156,731 — down from $4 million in just
two years as the department took on much-need-
ed projects such as a prisoner-area expansion.
However, officials have set new tax rates to boost
the police millage by a quarter-mill while reduc-
ing the general fund millage by the same amount.

* The fire department’s fund balance is project-
ed at a healthier $2.1 million, even after officials
use nearly $970,000 from the fund balance.

« Road projects, such as upgrading the Palmer-
Sheldon intersection, will be dropped as officials
move to save $2.4 million.

Though painful, Canton’s new budget avoids
much deeper cuts faced by many communities.

As township Supervisor Phil LaJoy earlier put it,
“We're just going to have to continue to work hard
at being good stewards of the people’s money.”

T

Honor Guard members (from left) Borris Manley, Joe Agius and Bill Bdudreau perform the
21-gun salute during Canton’s Veterans Day ceremony Wednesday.
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Plymouth-Canton marchers recapture state title

Residents invited to
Community Conversation

The Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers and
the Canton Community
Foundation are join-
ing with the Center
for Michigan to host a
Community Conversation
— a bottom-up, common-
ground citizen agenda for
Michigan’s transformation
and future prosperity.

The community conver-
sation is scheduled from cussion process.

7-9 p.m. Monday, Nowv. 16, The Center for Michigan
in The Canton Community  is a bipartisan, centrist
Foundation Office, 50430 think-and-do tank that
School House Road, Suite is sponsoring Michigan’s
200. The foundation offices Defining Moment (MDM),
are located in the Canton a public engagement cam-
Human Services Building paign designed to link

at the corner of Ridge'and  Michigan citizens with the

to record their opinions on
issues such as the economy,
education and good strat- .
egies for government.
Trained facilitators will
conduct the conversations
and written materials will
guide the conversations.
Videos and an interactive
“Michigan Game,” an ice-
breaker helps participants
become engaged in the dls—

T

BY DIANE HANSON
CORRESPONDENT

After last year’s third-place
finish ended a 14-year reign as
the state’s Flight I champs, the
170-member Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band regained the
title and added its 22nd state
championship at the 30th
annual Michigan Competing
Band Association State Finals
Saturday at Ford Field.

“This was a fantastic per-
formance,” said an elated
David Armbruster, director of
bands at the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park, “the best one
of the year so far.”

Cherry Hill roads. public policy choices that After a season of first-place
The session is limited to ~ face our state. finishes and top scores, the
25 participants. To register, hie Canton Community award-winuning band’s 10-

call the foundation office Foundation is a 501(c)3

at (734) 495-1200 or e-mail  nonprofit community

info@cantonfoundation. organization to support

org or srosieck@hometown-  the charitable, cultural,

life.com. educational, recreational, .
The Center is working and scientific needs of the

on Michigan’s Defining community.

Moment project, which “Citizen voices are

is slfeking to engage even more important as

10,000 state residentsina  Michigan braces for the

three-year period to par- most serious economic and

ticipate in the Community  political challenge of our

Conversation. times,” said Philip Power,
Participants will use president of The Center for

minute eerily crowd-pleasing
performance, “Beneath the
Surface,” inspired by the writ-
ings of Edgar Allan Poe, net-
ted the hometown marchers

the coveted Flight I first-place
trophy with a score of 91.35,
which was also the highest score
of all 40 competing bands at
the musical marching extrava-
ganza. They also captured the
Flight I Best Marching and Best
General Effect trophies as well
as tying with West Bloomfield,

PHOTOS BY DIANE HANSON

interactive polling devices =~ Michigan. last year’s champs and this Plymouth-Canton drum majors and color guard captains, Kayla Ragland (from left), Laura Choos, Caroline Williams,
year’s runner-up, for the Best Rachel Fransioli, and Kaitlin Tracy are all smiles after receiving the Flight | MCBA championship trophy and banner
Music award. honoring their band's accomplishment.
“It was incredible,” said junior
O trombonist Benjamin Wohl. “I largest schools) - compete in the
BSERVER think the band performed at the daylong competition. This year’s
NEWSPAPERS , highest we've ever performed. pageantry of masterful march-
We came together and definite- ing, music, color and choreog-
E3GANNET ly blew this away.” raphy was appreciated by some
Salem senior Kayla Ragland, 13,000 spectators.
one of the three drum majors But there’s still more to

pe
5

along with Caroline Williams come for the hometown tearn.

HOW TO REACH US and Kaitlyn Tracy, agreed. Armbruster and his staff will
: ~ “They did such a great job and be making some changes and
Home Delivery/Customer Service......... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) . I'm so proud of them,” she said. doing some tweaking before
NEWSTOOM......cc (318) 2222223 FaX.ovo (3132233318 | ‘Ttwasalot of work this week, the Bands of America Grand
c S alot of long practices and some Color guard member Lucas Schmidt ~ National Championships
Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355) cold, crazy, windy weather, but dramatizes the theme of the band’s  at Lucas Oil Stadium in
Display Advertising (734) 582-8363 they really pushed through and competition show, 'Beneath the Indianapolis Nov. 12-14.
it paid off” Surface,' after emerging from “The whole design team and
Each year the 40 highest-- beneath the surface of the huge staff want the kids to have the

scoring high school marching Baritone saxophonist Charles Vink
bands - 10 in each of Flights I, adds to the low brass effect of the
1L, 111, and TV (Flights are deter-  Plymouth-Canton Marching Band's
championship performance during
the State Finals Nov. 7 at Ford Field.

platform alse concealing most of the  best product to be successful,”
marching band at the beginning. said Armbruster. “It’s not about
winning, but if they do well
what they do, all the chips just
fall into place.

visit us online at hometownlife.com

o5 West Lafayette, Detroit, Ml 48226

mined by school enrollment,
not band size with Flight I the

Open House
Wednesday, Nov. 18th 58 pm

Have thicker lon er Iashes by
Chnsimas with | atiss®
$20 Off
(Reg. $150. New patients $130.00 includes office visit for Rx)

Call fo schedule your appointment for
Nov. 18th and gef started growing those lashes!

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
and the Canton Community Foundation
are joining with the Center for Michigan
to host a Community Conversation - a
bottom up, common ground citizen
agenda for Michigan’s transformation
and future prosperity. '
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Sufte 200 Canton, Mi 48187

important as Michigan braces for
the most serious economic and
political challenge of our times.

in 2010, alf of Michigan’s the top
elected positions and many of the
seats in the Legislature will change
hands due to term limits. MDM
doesn’t seek fo elect candidates

of any particular party. Instead, we

Raffle Prizes www.clearlyyouonline.com

44633 Joy Rd, Just West of Sheldon ¢ Canic

Located in the Canton Human Services Building
at the corner of Ridge and Cherry Hill roads.

The session is limited to-25 participants

| {ome see our i%e.m@ @eﬁ 59&%&% 1

25-75% OFF

To register, call the foundation
office at 734-495-1200 or email
info@cantonfoundation.org or
srosiek@hometownlife.com

What can participants expect:

1) Trained facilitators will conduct the
conversations.

2) Written materials will guide the

. conversations.

3) Videos and an interactive “Michigan Game”,
an ice-breaker that gets participants '

engaged in the discussion process.

4) Electronic voting (“clicker”) technology to
allow participants to register real time

preferences

work to heighten citizen dialogue
and build a pragmatic, solutions-
oriented agenda for the state’s
future — with action items that can
be taken up by Democrats and
Republicans alike.”
~ Philip H. Power
President, The Center for Michigan

The Center for Michigan is a bipartisan,
¢centrist think-and-do tank that is sponsoring
Michigan’s Defining Moment (MDM), a
public engagement campaign designed to
link Michigan citizens with the public policy
choices that face our state.

Canton Community Foundation is a 501(c)3
nonprofit community organization to support
the charitable, cultural, educational,
recreational, and scientific needs of the
community.
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Parents rally in Lansing to
protest school funding cuts

BY KAREN SMITH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Local parents were among
approximately 1,000 protes-
tors who converged Tuesday
on the state Capitol in Lansing
demanding legislators restore
cuts in K-12 funding for this
school year.

“Lansing, do your job!” they
yelled at the morning rally
organized by SOS (Save Our
Students, Schools and State).

SOS Chairman Tom White,
speaking from the Capitol
steps, said the protestors
want cuts of $292 per student
restored and a serious discus-
sion about reforming the way
schools are funded.

“We don't have all the
answers, but we know disin-
vesting in education is not the
solution,” White said.

Shelly Ludtke, a parent from
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools, said she’s been
involved in her children’s edu-
cation, but Tuesday’s rally was
her first protest. “Education
is extremely important,” said
the mother of two elementary
school students.

John Jackson, a member of

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Parent Shelly Ludtke pins an $0S
button on her jacket during a rally
to save school funding in Lansing
Tuesday.

the Plymouth-Canton school
board, said the district has
already cut more than $20
million over the past eight
years.

“I'm just really, really con-
cerned,” he said. “We could
spend all of our fund equity
in the next two years and not
have enough.”

He said the education of

children needs to be protected
to help make them the leaders
of tomorrow.

The House recently passed
a bill that would restore $127
per-pupil in cuts to all districts
and half of the cuts to districts
like Livonia and Clarenceville
that receive 20(j) funding. The
bill calls for using remaining
federal stimulus money.

Lawmakers would have to
raise $25 million to restore half
of the 20(j) funding, according
to state Rep. John Walsh, who
represents Livonia. Under dis-
cussion are freezing an increase
in the earned income tax credit
available to the working poor
and freezing the personal
income tax exemption, both
of which were scheduled to
increase for 2009.

Ths hill
The bill now goes to the

state Senate.

Clarenceville School District
Supt. Pamela Swert met
Tuesday with state Sen. Glenn
Anderson while in Lansing.
She said though it’s still wait
and see, she was encouraged.

“I felt pretty uplifted,” she
said.

ksmith@hometownlife.com

FUNDING

FROM PAGE At

“The patient (school fund-
ing) is in the emergency room,
and we need to fix it now,”
Granholm said. “Ultimately ...
we need a long-term fix.”

Plymouth-Canton offi-
cials have been clamoring for
changes to the formula for
months, all while trimming
their budget and again while
staring down the most recent
cuts which, if they go through,
will mean another $5.5 million
loss to the local district.

Among suggestions
Superintendent Dr. Craig
Fiegel has suggested is the
idea of shifting local control to
funding for individual aspects

of education — such as athlet-
ics or transportation. Taking
those out of the general fund
and funding them separately
— assuming voters would
approve such levies — would
be “a substantial help” to local
districts, Fiegel said.

And, although Granholm
didn’t address such sugges-
tions directly, Fiegel said he
was happy to see Granholm
recognized the differences in
the way districts are funded.

“It’s always good to hear them
say they don't like making cuts,”
said Fiegel. “But if you hold
(cuts) off, what do you do next
year? We need a long-term fix.

“My concern in the long-
term is the inequity,” he added.
“(Granholm) recognized those
inequities ... but I haven't
heard anyone talk about how

(to fix them).”

Corriveau (D-Northville)
said closing tax loopholes and
spreading the sales tax to
include some services were “rea-
sonable” alternatives to relying
solely on sales tax revenue.

“Relying on sales tax to
fund schools is so volatile,”
said Corriveau, whose district
includes Plymouth, Northville
and a slice of Canton. “We saw
how it works when times are
good. But now we've seen the
converse of that.

“Yanking (school funding)
out in the middle of the school
year is a tragedy,” Corriveau
added. “You're going to have to
come up with a formula that
stabilizes it, and proportion-
ately funds everyone equally.”

bkadrich@®hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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