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New animal
shelter gives
room to roam,
'to love' - B6

Goodfellows help with rising needCONNECTION

Veterans Carl Krawczyk (World
War II) and Bill Juchartz (Vietnam)
participated in last year's Veterans
Day ceremony. This year's event is
Wednesday at 6 p.m. at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill.

9 The Canton Veterans Memorial
Association will conduct a Veterans
Day Service 11 a.m. Wednesday, Nov.
11, at the Canton Veterans Memorial,
located west of the Canton Township
Administration Building, 1150 S.
Canton Center Road in Canton.

For more information, contact John
Spencer atjohnscott44@yahoo.com or
(734)394-5246.

• Canton Township hosts its annual
Salute to Service, honoring and rec-
ognizing our area servicemen and
women, at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11,
at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill,
50400 Cherry Hill. Doors open at 6
p.m.; the event starts at 7 p.m., and
will feature photos of Canton residents
who are currently on active duty and
other military memorabilia.

In addition to the formal presenta-
tion, the Michigan Military Moms will
be on hand collecting items for ser-
vicemen and women who are currently
overseas.

J.C. Penney Co. and the Salvation
Army are joining forces this Christmas
season to give joy to even more people
in need through a grand-scale online
Angel Giving Tree program.
From now until Dec. 14, for the first
time, customers can adopt and shop
online for Angels at wwwjcp.com/
angel, providing tens of thousands of
children and seniors facing hardship
in communities across the country
with Christmas gifts.

"In a year when so many need help,
the new online Angel Giving Tree pro-
gram will extend our reach and make
it easier for our customers and associ-
ates to give back this holiday season,"
said Mike Boylson, executive vice
president and chief marketing officer
for J.C. Penney.

Capt. Dan Hull, pastor and corps
officer of the Plymouth Corps, said,
"We are excited about this new online
Angel Giving Tree program that will
allow caring neighbors to help a child
in our community have a brighter
Christmas. Last year, with the tremen-
dous outpouring of caring, we provid-
ed Christmas to over 1,000 children.
This year, we anticipate 1,350 children
will receive Christmas gifts and food."

The Plymouth Corps assists individ-
uals and families in the in the commu-
nities of Belleville, Canton, Plymouth
andNorthville.

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Goodfellows, spearhead-
ing another charitable holiday-
season campaign, has received an
11-percent spike in pleas for help this
year as job losses and depleted bank
accounts have left many recession-
weary families struggling.

That means Goodfellows needs
more volunteers and donors who
have weathered the recession to step
up and help those who haven't.

The nonprofit Canton organiza-
tion has embarked on an effort to
raise money to buy food, clothing,
toys and other gifts for 705 families

with children who might otherwise
feel they've been forgotten this holi-
day season. That compares to 635
last year.

"It's strictly the economy," Canton
Goodfellows President Nancy
Spencer said, adding that many fam-
ilies seeking aid have cited job losses.
"It's just huge."

As always, local businesses, volun-
teers and township government have
engaged in a multi-pronged effort
to ensure Canton cares for its own
people during a holiday season that
— more than ever — relies on the
spirit of giving rather than receiving.

Here are but a few ways to help:
• Volunteer to sell Goodfellows

newspapers at numerous locations
around the township on Saturday,
Dec. 5.

• Adopt a child or family and go
shopping for clothing, toys and gifts.

• Businesses can sell paper
angels for $1 to put money in the
Goodfellows coffers.

• Donate nonperishable food at
places like Holiday Market at Lilley
and Cherry Hill, which has a food
drive every weekend through Dec.
12.

• Send checks payable to Canton
Goodfellows to Canton Goodfellows,
1150 S. Canton Center, Canton, MI
48188.

"If everybody in Canton who

was able to send one dollar to
Goodfellows would do it, we
wouldn't have to worry about bag-
ging and selling papers," Spencer
said. "Of give up coffee one day and
send $5, and I'll make a kid's eyes
shine on Christmas morning."

• Volunteer to sort and pack gifts
Dec. 14-18 during a project head-
quartered at the township's adminis-
tration building.

• Sign Up to help distribute gifts
on Dec. 19.

For more information and ways to
get involved, log onto www.canton-
goodfellows.org, call (734) 397-8975

Please see GOODFELLOWS, A3
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High
steppin'
Canton's Arron
Boudreauxsteps-
around Ann.
Arbor Pioneer's
Reilley Quigley
during their
Friday night
playoff game.
The Chiefs
demolished
Pioneer, 60-24.
For more on
what's next
for the Chiefs,
please see
Page B1.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

waives extradition to Michi
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A suspect accused of severely beating a woman
after driving her to a Canton industrial area is
expected to face criminal charges this week after
waiving extradition in Houston, Texas, where
police believe he was preparing to flee the country
for Russia.

The suspect, a 36-year-old Dearborn man, was
captured Oct. 27 after Canton police learned his
whereabouts and notified Houston authorities,
who made an airport arrest before he could board
a plane, township Detective Sgt. Dave Schreiner

has said.
Police haven't divulged the man's name, but he

is facing court proceedings on charges of assault
with intent to do great bodily harm, which car-
ries a potential 10-year prison term, and a lesser
charge of aggravated assault.

On Friday, Schreiner said the man was expected
to be returned to Michigan by this week, possibly
over the weekend.

The charges stem from an incident that hap-
pened around 3 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 10, near
Ronda Drive and Joy Road on the township's
north side. Police say a 38-year-old Hamtramck
woman was severely beaten, though apparently

not sexually assaulted, after the suspect told her
that he wanted to show her a workplace.

The woman was later found wandering the
area, and Schreiner has said she appeared con-
fused after being "pretty severely beaten." She was
treated at a local hospital for injuries that, while
serious, weren't life-threatening.

Police say the suspect fled Michigan and first
went to Florida before arriving in Houston, where
Schreiner said it is believed he was preparing to
flee the United States.

Other details haven't been released.

dclem@hometowntife.com | (313) 222-2238

Index
APARTMENTS C2

AUTOMOTIVE C5

CAREER BUILDER C1

CROSSWORD PUZZLE C2

EDUCATION A4

HEALTH & FITNESS B10

MILESTONES B5

NEIGHBORS B6-7

OBITUARIES B5

REAL ESTATE C2

SPORTS B1

For Home
Delivery call:

(866) 887-2737

GANNETT

6 53174 10007 8

Town hall meeting touts transit plan
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Dale Moore's son wanted to go to Wayne State
University, but the round-trip from their Canton
home was going to put too many miles on his leased
car.

And, since there's no public transportation avail-
able — Canton opted out of the SMART program
— Moore's son settled for Schoolcraft College. While
she calls Schoolcraft "a wonderful school," she
acknowledges the presence of a public transportation
system that could have gotten her son to downtown
Detroit would have changed his choice.

That's why Moore was at the town hall meeting
on public transportation hosted by state Rep. Dian
Slavens at the Summit on the Park — to hear what
proponents of a new public transportation plan had
to say.

"I am very much concerned with the lack of
transportation," said Moore, who had another son
graduate the University of Michigan and take a job

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER i n Washington, D.C., for the same reason. "I'd like to
State Representative Marie Donigan explains the regional '
transit plan at a town hall meeting in Canton. Please see TRANSIT, A2 *

New spinal
decompression
therapy! Alleviate back
pain without surgery.
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Canton man facing
jail in assault case

A Canton man is facing a
preliminary hearing Friday
on charges of felonious assault
involving a police officer and
operating a vehicle while
impaired, third offense.

Edward Walsh, 55, could
face penalties ranging up to
five years in prison if he is con-
victed as charged.

Walsh was arrested Oct. 28
after police say he made a 9-
1-1 call from an area hospital
parking lot, where he had got-
ten into an unrelated dispute.

After police arrived, Walsh
is accused of driving his vehi-
cle toward an officer who had
gotten out of his patrol car,
Detective Sgt. Dave Schreiner
said.

Walsh was charged and
initially jailed with a $50,000
cash bond set in 35th District
Court, but he has since been
released after his family post-
ed the bond, Schreiner said.

Canton police have had
several previous contacts with
Walsh.
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Hearing wraps on Orlewicz new
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Elizabeth Jacobs believes Wayne
County Circuit Court Judge Annette
Berry abused her discretion and denied
Jean Pierre Orlewicz an adequate
defense when she refused to allow tes-
timony in Orlewicz's trial for murder in
the death of Daniel Sorensen.

Jeffrey Caminsky disagrees and
says that, while such testimony may
have made for interesting listening, it
wouldn't have made a difference in the
outcome of Orlewicz's 2008 trial.

Jacobs, Orlewicz's appellate attorney,
wants Wayne County Circuit Court
Judge Bruce Morrow to order a new trial
for Orlewicz, the Plymouth Township
teen who stabbed, beheaded and burned
Sorensen in November 2OO7- Caminsky,
a Wayne County assistant prosecutor,
obviously opposes such a motion.

And, after months of legal wran-
gling, psychiatric testimony and final

arguments Friday, it's
finally up to Morrow,
who told the lawyers
he'd "try to have a
decision for you by
Thanksgiving."

At issue is Berry's
decision to stop a psy-
chological examina-
tion of Orlewicz by Dr.
Gerald Shiener and Orlewicz
her contention Shiener's
testimony would have been irrelevant.
Jacobs said the decision was an abuse
of Berry's judicial discretion and was
tantamount to denying Orlewicz a right
to counsel.

During the hearing before Morrow,
Shiener and two psychiatrists called
by Caminsky testified about Orlewicz's
upbringing, his being diagnoses
with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder and whether he feared for his
life when he entered the Canton garage
of his grandfather and killed Sorensen.

Jacobs said that, while it may not have
resulted in an acquittal, she believes
Orlewicz's mental state may have been a
factor in the jury's decision whether to
convict Orlewicz of first-degree murder
or a lesser charge.

"If it's a battle of the experts, then it's
a battle of the experts," Jacobs said. "But
it should have happened in front of the
jury. Berry abused her discretion ... it
was a miscarriage of justice."

Caminsky said none of the doctors
found any evidence Orlewicz was delu-
sional at the time of the crime, and said
there was "no evidence he would have
misinterpreted what was happening."

"(Shiener's) testimony, while interest-
ing, would have had no effect on the
fact-finders," Caminsky said. "Whether
Berry had allowed some of this testimo-
ny, it simply would have had no bearing
on the outcome."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

(313)222-8899

TRANSIT
FROM PAGE A!

see our young people go to school
here, graduate here and stay
here. We need (public transit) to
do that."

Slavens agrees, which why
she hosted the 90-minute town
hall at the Summit. That's why
she and her panel of speakers
— state Rep. Marie Donigan,
D-Royal Oak, Carmine Palombo
of SEMCOG and John Swatosh,
representing the Regional
Transit Coordinating Council •
— brought their rapid-transit
plan to Canton.

"A lot of people are asking
about (regional transportation),"
said Slavens. "Many people
would prefer instead of getting
into their cars to get on a bus or a
rail system."

The Detroit Regional Mass
Transit Initiative would give
them that opportunity. The plan
would add various layers of pub-
lic transportation, ranging from
enhancement of Detroit DOT
and MDOT services to a com-
muter rail service throughout
southeastern Michigan.

The plan would cost some $6.5
to $10.4 billion over the next 26
years, depending on how much
of it is implemented. Those costs
would include capital expendi-
tures as well as operating costs.

But Donigan, who is pushing
the issue in the state House, said
Michigan needs the system to
keep pace with other cities — she
cited Phoenix and Dallas, among
others — around the country.

"We need to move better,
faster and smarter if we want
to catch up with the rest of the
country," said Donigan, who said
the 2000 Census said 10 percent
of Michigan residents don't have
cars. "All those cities that were
based on cars know their resi-
dents need an alternate means of
transportation."

The Detroit Regional Mass
Transit Initiative would:

•Expand service time and
increase frequency of existing
bus routes and make bus stop
enhancements;

• Likely include Plymouth and
Canton as a hub, if those com-
munities opt into the plan.

• By 2012 add light-rail along
Woodward, commuter rail from

Detroit to Ann Arbor and have
arterial transportation around
the Wayne-Oakland-Macomb
County area.

• By 2016 expand the light
rail further along Woodward,
commuter rail from Detroit to
Pontiac and expand bus routes
around the tri-county area.

Such a system, Donigan
believes, would be an economic
boon to the region by allowing
people not only to get to jobs, but
also to get to retail outlets, shop-
ping areas, etc.

"People ride public trans-
portation to spend money and
to make money, and we need
a whole lot of that," she said.
"We can't afford to leave anyone
behind."

The plan has initial approval
of what Donigan called "The
Big Four" - Oakland County
Executive L. Brooks Patterson,
Wayne County Executive Robert
Ficano, the mayor of Detroit
and the Macomb County
Commission.

Proponents know the cost
could be prohibitive, but point
out other areas are paying more.
According to Swatosh, the aver-

age spending on public transpor-
tation in the top 25 metropolitan
areas in the country is $185 per
capita; Michigan's is $75.

The plan would create a
Regional Transit Authority that
would manage the system's bud-
get.

But Swatosh said the eco-
nomic benefits could outweigh
the costs. He said a rapid transit
system would create immedi-
ate jobs, attract employers, help
retain a workforce, particu-
larly among young people, and
improve tax revenues.

"We know from extensive
studies that transportation alter-
natives are one of the top three
things major companies look at,"
Donigan said. "We also know
when young people are deciding
where to live, they don't want to
be dependent on cars.

"There's no doubt it'll cost a lot
of money," she added. "No one
hides from that fact. But it's an
investment in our future."

The plan can be found at
www.semcog.org (under the
"transportation" link).

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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f I clock out cii five, so why should your doctor's otfiCi?

Many oflHA's doctor offices offer extended hours of service, including

evenings and Saturdays, We also have created IHA's After Hours Care

to assist when minor injuries and illnesses happen unexpectedly, like

evenings, weekends and holidays. Because the clock never stops.

IHA is one of the best and also largest private midti-specially groups

in southeast Michigan. From open access and extended office hours

to after-hours care and nurse triage services, IHA doctors will see you

when, you need us, and provide you with the best possible care,

That's how IHA cares.

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com



online at hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 8,2009 (O A3

AROUND CANTON

"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will run
on a space-available basis. Send details
to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Skate for food
The Canton Goodfellows and

Skatin' Station II are partner-
ing in an effort to raise food for
charity.

"Skate on Your Can" food
drive takes place 6:30-8:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
Skatin' Station II, 8611 Ronda
in Canton. Skaters get rink time
for free with a donation of three
canned good or non-perishable
items. All proceeds go to Canton
Goodfellows.

For more information, visit the
Web site www.skatinstation2.
com or call (734) 459-6401.

Passion for Fashion
Indigo Salon and Day

Spa and the Village Theater
present the first "Jingle Bell
Benefit, Passion for Fashion"
7:30-9 p.m. Dec. 2 at the
Cherry Hill Village Theater.

Passion for Fashion is dedi-
cated to raising funds for the
Canton Goodfellows Gifts for
Kids program. With your help
Indigo will be able to provide
over 600 children in need with
the Christmas of a lifetime.
Half of all proceeds received
from the

2009 Jingle Bell Benefit,
Passion for Fashion will be
used to purchase Christmas
gifts for those in need.

Businesses interested in
making a donation can contact
Meghan Giersdorf, Indigo Salon
and Day Spa, 50545 Cherry Hill
in Canton by e-mail at market-
ing@indigosalonanddayspa.com
or by calling (734) 961-3245.

Historical display
A new display for the Canton

Historical Society honors local
past and present troops. "Canton
answers the call on the battle
front and home front" featuring
objects and photographs helps
visitors examine the lives of
Canton residents as they faced
difficult and immense challenges.

The exhibit honors the com-
mitment and sacrifice made in
the past and continuing through
the present.

The exhibit will run through
Dec. 12 during museum hours
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

For addition information, or
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Ott elected
Janet Ott, a 35-year resident of Canton, has been elected as Lieutenant
Governor of Division 9 of the Michigan District of Kiwanis. The division
includes South Lyon, Whitmore Lake, Hamburg, Brighton, Northville, Livonia,
Plymouth and Canton. Ott has been active in the Plymouth Canton Kiwanis
Club for 12 years and has held various club positions including president
and secretary. The lieutenant governor works with clubs in administration,
officer training, member education and club growth. For more information
about Kiwanis or any of the clubs in the area, contact Ott at the club's Web
site at www.pckiwanis.org or call (734) 981-0460.

for anyone who would like to loan
items for the display, contact the
museum at (734) 397-0088.

Holiday Arts & Crafts
The annual Plymouth-Canton

Music Boosters Holiday Arts &
Crafts Ensemble is a juried art
and craft exhibition hosted by
the Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 21 at Plymouth
High School.

Exhibitors include makers
of handcrafted jewelry, holiday
gifts, floral arrangements, purses,
wood crafts, glass works, cloth-
ing & linens, paintings, painted
glass ornaments, and more. In
addition to the 100-plus exhibits,
there will be food, baked goods, a
raffle, and entertainment by local
musicians and artists throughout
the day. Admission is $2.

All the proceeds from this one
day event go towards the band
and color guard programs at the
Plymouth Canton Educational
Park, the campus of three high
schools in the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools. For more
information visit www.pcmb.
net/artcraft

For more information, call
(734)414-7654.

PCA auction

Officials at Plymouth
Christian Academy are inviting
the community to "MISSION
POSSIBLE," the school's annual
Fall Auction set for Friday, Nov.
20, in the school building at
43065 Joy Road in Canton.

The evening begins at 5:30
p.m. with a buffet pasta din-
ner and silent auction. The live
auction will begin at 7 p.m.
and will include such items
as a ride on the Red Wings
Zamboni complete with game
tickets, fabulous sports and
vacation packages, a ride on
a B-17 Flying Fortress at the
Yankee Air Museum, pearl
sets made by women who have
been rescued out of the human
trafficking trade, an Extreme
Bedroom Makeover, and much
more. Dress is casual.

Proceeds from this event
will go directly to support
students in the pursuit of a
college preparatory, Biblical
worldview education.

For more information,
contact PCA at 734-459-
3505 or www.plymouth-
christian.org.

GOODFELLOWS
FROM PAGE A1

or send an e-mail to johnan-
cysp@aol.com.

Spencer and husband
John have been involved in
Goodfellows for 35 years — 22
of them in Canton.

This year, Noreen Rybar and
Karl Zarbo have volunteered
to co-chair the Dec. 5 newspa-
per sales, and Rybar said the
campaign is in need of helpers.

"We're going to be selling
them all over Canton," she
said.

Rybar said many volunteers
are people who once found
themselves down on their luck
and who sought help from
Goodfellows. She said they
understand what it's like to
struggle, especially during
holidays when the feeling of
having little or nothing can
become heightened.

"Imagine the difference
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A photograph in Thursday's
edition, taken in Cherry Hill
Village, should have identi-
fied one of the women walking
along the business district as
Koeun Marra.

km

considering
a Remodeling ©r

Mew BuMmm

between having nothing under
a tree and something that has
your name on it," Rybar said.

In other Goodfellows news:
• Volunteers who sell news-

papers will be entered in a
raffle to win a round of golf for
two at Pheasant Run or a gift
card for tickets to the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill.

• Donations of new,
unwrapped toys will be
accepted through Dec. 13 at
any Canton Leisure Services
location.

"The township is the best
par tner you could have," Nybar
said.

• The Village Theater, 5 0 4 0 0
Cherry Hill Road, will collect
arts and crafts i tems such as
music CDs, DVDs, children's
books, iPods, ar ts and crafts
projects and electronics.

• Canton Sports Center,
46555 W. Michigan Ave., will
collect sporting equipment
such as footballs, basketballs,
baseballs and bats, tennis

racquets, roller blades and
golf equipment, among other
items.

• Summit on the Park,
4 6 0 0 0 Summit Parkway, will
accept board games, video
games, video systems, elec-
tronics, card games, Legos,
dolls and other items.

• Canton Leisure Services
offices, located in the admin-
istration building on Canton
Center, will collect the above
items as well as new clothing
and shoes.

"So many families are strug-
gling this holiday season,"
Goodfellows volunteer Marion
Rozum said. "Canton is known
for being a giving commu-
nity, and this is a wonderful
opportunity to keep up the
tradit ion of 'No Child Without
a Christmas. ' Every gift, every
food item, every dollar goes
to the children of the Canton
community."

dciem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Local school board takes aim at
Legislature to fix funding issues

BYBRADKADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After cutting some $20 mil-
lion from the budget over the
last four years, and facing a
potential $5.5 million slash in
its state foundation grant this
year, the Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education has turned
its attention to the one place
board members figure can fix
the problem.

Lansing.
Board president Steven

Sneideman and treasurer
Judy Mardigian spent an hour
Thursday telling the district's
Community School Council -
made up of parent organization
representatives from each of the
district's schools - about the cuts
they've made and the challenges
they face with shrinking rev-
enues and rising costs.

And they made it clear in the
discussion - which included a
15-minute power-point presen-
tation - they believe a structural
change in the way schools are
funded, and not just some influx
of cash, is necessary to save not
only their district, but public
schools throughout the state.

"There's not a lot of good
news," Mardigian said.
"Everyone knows we have a
terrible economic situation in
Michigan. The bottom line is
(the economy) can't support the
foundation allowance."

To get that to change,
Plymouth-Canton administra-
tors have begun calling on state
Legislators to change the formu-
la for funding schools, which has
been dependent largely on the
state sales tax and lottery money
to fund schools since Proposal A
passed in 1994.

Since then, Plymouth-Canton
has been among tide many dis-
tricts shut out of local millage
possibilities. Though they passed
a bond proposal as recently as

2004, other proposals failed as
taxpayers balked at more spend-
ing.

While Plymouth-Canton has
been able to get a plethora of
projects done with the $109 mil-
lion bond proposal approved in
2004, that hasn't done anything
for their general fund bottom
line, which continues to shrink
with every cut by the state.

Administrators say Plymouth-
Canton's $7,600 per-student
foundation allowance is lower
than all but six of Wayne
County's 34 school districts.

Plymouth-Canton officials say
they've cut drastically over the
last eight years and have com-
mitted to keeping the cuts out of
the classroom.

"This funding issue isn't some-
thing that started with recent
headlines," Sneideman said. "We
haven't been living in a cave.
We've cut $20 million, and that
wasn't in one chunk. That's over
several years."

With the state struggling
so mightily economically,
Plymouth-Canton officials
believe it's time to change that
formula.

"Lansing is going to have to fix
this problem," Mardigian said.
"We can't solve it locally."

According to figures provided
by the district, funding of the
foundation grant has risen just
9 percent over the last six years,
barely half of the 16 percent hike
in inflation.

The lottery hasn't been the big
boon to schools it was touted to
be, officials say, because legisla-
tors "more often than not simply
reduced the appropriation by the
amount of the lottery input."

In a district where some 90
percent of the $156 million
budget goes toward personnel,
district officials worry the only
thing left to do is cut teachers,
which would force them to raise
class sizes.

So far, they say, the cuts have
stayed out of the classroom
and have not affected student
achievement. Plymouth-Canton
students out-perform state and
national averages on tests such
as the MEAP, the Michigan
Merit Exam and the ACT. That
might not be the case, they fear,
if class sizes are forced to rise.

Superintendent Dr. Craig
Fiegel said Lansing needs to give
districts more options to raise
money, suggesting allowing mill-
ages for things such as trans-
portation or athletics. Allowing
districts to use the sinking fund
for more than brick-and-mortar
items would also help, officials
say.

"State funding of schools is the
right way to go, if they're going
to fund them equitably," Fiegel
said. "(The state) needs to give
districts some opportunities to
increase funds if, at the local
level, voters are willing to pay."

Board members, administra-
tors and parents will be among
those in the "Save Our Schools"
march on the capital in Lansing
at 10 a.m. Tuesday. In an effort
to put even more pressure on
legislators, school officials are
urging parents to write letters
to their state Representatives
(Marc Corriveau in Plymouth,
Dian Slavens in Canton) and
state Sen. Bruce Patterson.

And the parents seem eager
to take up the charge. Anne
Brace has kids at both Smith
Elementary and West Middle
schools, and she thinks the dis-
trict, which is still growing (if
only slightly) shouldn't be hurt
by the formula.

"Here we are a growing dis-
trict and we're being penalized
by Proposal A," Brace said. "I
think parents need to hear this,
because we're the ones who can
do something about it."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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Songs of honor
The fourth-graders at Tonda Elementary paid tribute to veterans with their "A Salute to Service" concert. The
concert honored veterans who have served in the military, as well as those still serving.

10 in a row: w-w
wins financial awards

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Gary Martin may need more
wall space after accepting awards
for the 10th year for the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools'
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report.

The district received a
Certificate of Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the
Association of School Board
Officials International and
Certificate of Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the
Government Finance Officers
Association of the United States
and Canada.

'Attaining these awards has
increased our financial reporting
credibility not only to the district
but a community as a whole," said
Martin, the deputy superintendent

for administrative and business
services.

' Wayne-Westland is one of four
districts in the state to be honored
with this award," said School
Superintendent Greg Baracy in
recognizing Martin and his staff. "I
commend you for your hard work."

The ASBO award is the highest
recognition given for school district
financial operations offered by the
organization and is only given to
districts that have met or exceeded
the standards of the program.

Likewise, the GFOA certificate
is the association's highest rec-
ognition given in governmental
accounting and financial report-
ing and represents "a significant
accomplishment by a government
and its management." It also dem-
onstrates " a constructive spirit of
full disclosure."

Martin said participating in the

ASBO and GFOA certificate of
excellence programs is a "reward-
ing experience" that validates the
credibility of the school system's
operations, and measured the
integrity and competence of the
business staff.

He also acknowledged the
efforts of his "excellent staff,"
including Linda Compton, senior
executive director of business and
operations; Sue Rawson, her exec-
utive secretary, and Angela Black,
supervisor of business/purchasing.

T m fortunate to have the
very best co-workers available in
Michigan," Martin said.

"Ten years in a row, you're like
the New York Yankees of financial
accounting," said Trustee William
Gabriel. "I still believe Gary
dreams numbers."

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751

1 he Community House

Winter Holiday Gift Snow
Unique gijt.items jor everyone on your list

Tliursday, November 19; 9»30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Tne Community House, 380 Soutn Bates Street, Birmingnam

$6 admission ($1 oil witn tnis act)

Winter Holiday Girt Snow
Pre¥iew Party

Wednesday, November 18, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Wine and nors d'oeuvres

2 ior $65 or $35 per person

(includes admission to tne snow on Tnursday)

For reservations or more details:
248.644.5832 or www.cornrnunitynouse.corn

Proceeds benefit Tne Community House

Media Sponsor: ISEEVEE & ECCENTRIC
EWSPAPERS


