
THURSDAY
November 5,

2009
The Observer & Eccentric

Newspapers

Volume 35
Number 38

75 CENTS online at hometownlife.com

Money Matters
Special Advertorial, pages, A5-7

CANTON
CONNECTION

If you need help with your taxes,
the Internal Revenue Service is
offering a free Solution Saturday,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Nov. 7 at
477 Michigan Avenue, 20th floor,
Detroit, MI 48226. Detroit is one of
only five cities selected for the pro-
gram. Foreclosure, bankruptcy, pay-
ment plans, penalties, past-due tax
returns and other complex tax issues
can be a challenge for taxpayers.
Many of these issues require con-
tact with specific IRS departments
and tax experts. Solution Saturday
brings together IRS employees from
across the agency to work face-
to-face with taxpayers to address
unique tax problems or issues.

Taxpayers are encouraged to
schedule appointments as soon as
possible by calling (313) 628-3120.

State Reps. Dian Slavens CD-
Canton) and Marc Corriveau (D-
Northville) will hold a special town
hall meeting 6-8 p.m. Monday, Nov.
9, at the Canton Public Library,
1200 S. Canton Center Road, for
parents to learn how to protect
their children from toxic toys and to
have their kids' toys and other prod-
ucts tested for harmful chemicals.

The meeting features represen-
tatives from the Ann Arbor-based
Ecology Center, who will perform
free testing on toys and other
children's products.

Slavens and Corriveau will also
discuss legislation that passed
the House earlier this year that
will protect children from toxic
chemicals.

For more information, residents
can call Slavens' office toll-free at
(888) 347-8021 or send an e-mail
to DianSlavens@house.mi.gov, or
call Corriveau's office toll-free at
(877) 208-4737 or send an e-mail
to MarcCorriveau@house.mi.gov

Curbside pickup of residen-
tial yard waste in Canton ends
Thursday, Dec. 3, and will not
resume until April.

There will be no pickup
Thursday, Nov. 26. Residents
whose collection date falls on Nov.
26 will have their yard-waste col-
lected Friday, Nov. 27.

After Dec. 3, items such as grass
clippings, leaves, yard and gar-
den waste, pruning debris, wood
debris and brush will no longer be
accepted at the curb. Canton Waste
Recycling will pick up natural
Christmas trees during the month
of January. For pickup, please place
your tree at the curb by 6:30 a.m.
on your regular trash day with all
stands and ornaments removed.

For questions or more informa-
tion on yard waste collection, please
refer to your Canton Resource Guide
or call CWR at (734) 397-5801.
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Amy Teller and 17-month-oid son Mason Teller, along with Coeneun Marra and 17-month-old son Joseph, walk back to
their homes in Cherry Hill Village after stopping at Le Cocoa Bean Chocolatier & Coffee House. Both would like to a see a
restaurant and perhaps a grocery within walking distance.

Raising a 'Village'
Residents, retailers bandy Cherry Hill plans

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Cherry Hill Village — a pic-
turesque Canton community of
porch-front homes, community
parks, a pedestrian-friendly
downtown, a top-tier perfor-
mance theater and quasi-urban
apartments — has reached a
delicate crossroads that has left
residents and merchants feeling
worried, yet hopeful.

Stymied by an economic
recession and a housing market
crash, this once-booming vil-
lage on Canton's west side has
lost momentum since township
officials say home construction
started in 2001.

Consider:
• Fewer than 400 of the 1,040

planned single-family houses
have sprung up in the neigh-
borhood, near Cherry Hill and
Ridge roads.

• Less than half of the planned
400 condominiums have been
built. Moreover, homeowner asso-
ciation officials say a startling 28
percent of condo owners are either
in foreclosure or late on their
mortgage payments — and they
owe $41,000 in association fees.

"It's money we need for main-
tenance," said Steve Jaskowski,
association president.

• Only half of 600 planned
apartments have been built in
the village's "uptown" area, or
north end.

8 Vacant storefronts plague the
business strip, and some own-
ers hope to expand even as they

The Village Theater is the jewel of the Cherry Hill area.

Many Cherry Hill Village storefronts are
empty, victims of a troubled economy.

struggle for their very survival.
"We're trying to expand dur-

ing the worst economic times in
the world," said Cherry Martini
owner Wally Kalled, who hopes
to open a restaurant near his bar.
"They say it's a recession, but the
Cherry Hill businesses are in a
depression."

Despite the area's troubles and
an elusive economic rebound,

Township Planner Jeff Goulet
said one local company, Livonia
Builders, has proposed con-
structing 33 new single-family
homes on the village's south end.
The houses, with square footage
ranging from roughly 1,600 to
2,400, could be built as early as
next spring or summer just south
of Jackson, between Roosevelt
and Harrison.

Canton's elected officials wel-
comed the potential for a jump-
start of new construction in the
village.

"That's really great to see that
we're starting to see some new
development in the Cherry Hill
(Village) area — and Canton
Township, for that matter,"
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said.

Please see VILLAGE, A3

Incumbents,
Davis earn
Suff %J irjg • I I M C I J tLs$2l

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Adrienne Davis doesn't want to be known
solely as the first African American to be
elected to the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools Board of Education.

But that doesn't mean she isn't happy to
have that honor.

She earned it Tuesday, fin-
ishing third in a five-way race
for three, four-year terms on
the board. Davis, who owns
Different Drums Educational
Services, an educational ser-
vices company that partners
with the Michigan Council
on Economic Education to
teach children about various
components
of education,
earned 5,051
votes to fin-
ish behind

Davis

;r

The following vote totals are unofficial.
Overall winners are denoted with a 0

PLYMOUTH-CANTON
BOARS OF EDUCATION
3F0i!R-VEART£RNS

Eric Bacyinski 3,514
0 Adrienne Davis 5,051
0 Judy Mardigian 6,530
Larry Martin 3,510
0 Barry Simescu 5,325

>'! * A

0 John Jackson 7,093

incum-
bents Judy
Mardigian
and Barry
Simescu.

Davis out-
distanced
fellow
Plymouth
Township
residents
Eric
Bacyinski
(3,514)
and Larry
Martin
(3,510).

John
Jackson ran unopposed for a single, two-year
term.

"I'm honored, I'm excited and I'm hum-
bled," Davis said of her election. "When you "
look at the changing demographics, it's an
honor to represent (diversity). I don't want to
be pigeon-holed, thought of just as the diver-
sity candidate. But it's a plus. I can be that ear
that tunes and maybe helps shape policy."

While Mardigian, the longest-tenured
board member, agrees Davis shouldn't be
regarded solely as the first African American
to be elected, she does think Davis' election is
a big step for the district.

Please see ELECTION, A3
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Precinct 7 at Salem High School had fewer than 30
voters at 4:30 p.m. Helen and James Dimitroff mark
their ballots for the school board election.
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Van Born widening project gets
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A road-widening project critical to keeping a
major employer in Canton has begun on Van Born
Road west of Haggerty.

The project will add a westbound turn lane
to accommodate truck traffic for Sysco Food
Services, a 600-employee company that sells,
markets and distributes food products to restau-
rants, health-care facilities and school districts
such as Plymouth-Canton and Wayne-Westland.

"It's a huge employer," said Bill Serchak, town-
ship engineer.

Sysco is nearing completion of a 70,000-square-
foot addition to its 375,000-square-foot building,
and Sean McCausland, the company's executive
vice president, has said the widened road was
crucial to accommodating hundreds of trucks that
bring in supplies and deliver products.

Although township officials say no road clo-
sures are expected, motorists are advised to seek
alternate routes during construction.

An initial phase of the project will be completed
this fall, but due to winter weather the work isn't

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER " \2 ft t ':~

Construction is under way on Van Born Road near Sysco. ..«?.-.>-5Pr

expected to be completed until spring of next year. •' /^"vV.- -
The project, expected to cost about $850,000, ^"vs'w^"**'

marks a collaborative effort of the Michigan ,'V^ /.- ,',
Department of Transportation, Wayne County : -;• *•}"£••*; ••-«
and Canton Township. Most of the money comes . '?£!'.' Jiv^ -
from federal dollars funneled through the state. >.]' is *??<

^ COMMUNITY!
MORTGAGE SERVICES

Please see WAN BORN, A3
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Village Voices
Village Voices, a select group

of BeckRidge Chorale sing-
ers, present their first concert
of the season Sunday, Nov.
8, in Plymouth First United
Methodist Church.

The evening begins with a
delicious meal at 6 p.m. and
concludes with the sounds
of Village Voices sharing the
music of the Beatles, Beach
Boys and a Tribute to Queen.

Tickets are limited and
available for $28.00 by visiting
www.beckridgechorale.org.

Financial aid night
Catholic Parishes Federal

Credit Union hosts a free
seminar on applying for col-
lege financial aid, grants,
loans and scholarships 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
its Plymouth branch, 8817
Sheldon (northwest corner of
Sheldon and Joy).

Find out what calcula-
tions are used with the Free
Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). A .
representative from a local
university's office of financial
aid will lead the discussions.

A you
considering

m ftomodeliiHI or
Hew Building

Pvefed?

If so, email
or catll for

d free

Reserve your seat by calling
(734) 432-0212, Ext. 301. All
are welcome to attend. Light
refreshments and handouts
will be provided.

For more information, call
Emma Teller at (734) 432-
0212, Ext. 204.

BPW meets
The Canton Business &

Professional Women meet 6-
8:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9, at
Palermo's Restaurant (dinner
is served), 44938 Ford Road in
Canton.

Guest speaker Gary Sackett,
a Canton attorney, will talk
about wills and trusts.

For more information and
to RSVP (by Nov. 6), contact
June Nicholas by e-mail at
junenicholas@comcast.net or
by calling (313) 610-2561.

Historical society
The last Canton Historical

Society general meeting for
2009 will be Nov. 11 at Cherry
Hill School in the village of
Cherry Hill (Ridge and Cherry
Hill roads) beginning at 7 p.m.

The speaker will be David
Chardavoyne, speaking
on "The last execution in
Michigan and the abolition
of capital punishment." In
September 1830, Stephen
Simmons was hanged in
Detroit for murdering his
wife. This was the last execu-
tion in Michigan. In 1847,
Michigan became the first

English-speaking jurisdiction
to abolish capital punishment
for murder.

Chardavoyne is an attorney,
the author of "A Hanging in
Michigan" and visiting professor
at University of Detroit School
of Law. A Michigan Historical
marker affixed to a building
near the northwest corner of
Michigan Ave. and Wayne Road
in downtown Wayne marks the
site of the tavern that Simmons
owned and where he committed
the murder.

For more information visit
the Canton Historical Web site
at www.Canton-historialsoci-
ety.org.

Chiefettes clinic
The Canton Chiefettes are

hosting a Pom Pon Clinic for
kids ages 5-1411:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14, at
the Canton High School gym
in the Phase III building.

Kids will learn a pom rou-
tine and a short dance routine.
Cost is $45 per child and
includes a T-shirt, poms and a
snack. Discounts are available
for additional siblings and for
participants of the August 29
clinic. Parents are invited to
watch their daughters perform
at 2:30 p.m. All girls attend-
ing are invited to perform at
a Canton Varsity Basketball
game Dec. 11.

Registration is from 11-11:30
a.m. the morning of the clinic.
Visit our Web site at www.can-

We also offer /
Cage-Free Overnight Boarding

and
Dog Obedience Classes

Adult & Puppy Classes
See our website to enroll!

www.happyh ou nd sd a ycare. com

.My ears go flvin" ,
when I plav ax !

Happy Hounds! •

1 Climate control!
Wftfo fenced In yard.

• H&maAke fadllty with toys,
sofas, ptey &&$& & pooch pools

...oving staff

ilie you are at work, we are at work
caring fer your loyal

673 S. Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170
www.happyhoundsdaycar&.com » p!ymouthdo€fmcm#msn.eom

Grill grand opening
Folks at Kickers All Star Grill recently conducted a ribbon cutting to
announce the eatery's grand opening. Kickers All Star Grill is located at
46555 W. Michigan Ave. inside Victory Park in Canton. Attending this event
were employees, Canton Township officials, Canton Chamber of Commerce
members and local residents.

tonchiefettes.com to pre-regis-
ter and save $5 before Nov. 13.
Registration is limited to the
first 100 participants.

For more information e-mail
pomclinic@cantonchiefettes.
com

Reunion time
Plymouth Canton and Salem

Class of 1994 is hosting its 15-
year reunion 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 27 at the Novi
Sheraton, 21111 Haggerty in
Novi.

Cost is $50. Details can be
found and tickets purchased at
www.pcepl994.com

For more information, con-
tact Julie Burkett (Orleman)
via e-mail at julieburkett@
hotmail.com or call (734) 674-
3478.

Skate for food
The Canton Goodfellows

and Skatiif Station II are
partnering in an effort to raise
food for charity.

"Skate on Your Can" food
drive takes place 6:30-8:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
Skatin' Station II, 8611 Ronda
in Canton. Skaters get ice time
for free with a donation of
three canned good or non-per-
ishable items. All proceeds go
to Canton Goodfellows.
, For more information, visit the
Web site www.skatinstation2.
com or call (734) 459-6401.

Holiday open house
New Hope Center for Grief

Support in cooperation with
Pulte Homes will be host-
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ing a Holiday Open House
at Northville's spectacular
community of The Villas at
Arcadia Ridge.

You are invited to tour two
condominiums, the Charleston
and Townsend models. The
evening also includes raffles,
a Chocolate Fountain, hors
d'oeuvres compliments of
Cassell's Family Restaurant,
Genitti's, Riffles Restaurant,
Docs Sports Retreat, and many
more. Valet service provided.

The event takes place 7-10
p.m. Friday, Dec. 4. Cost is $40
prior to the event, $45 at the
door ($30 is tax deductible).

The event takes place at
49285 Freestone Drive in
Northville. Enter neighborhood
on Arcadia Lane off of Ridge
Road between Five and Six
Mile Roads. To RSVP, call New
Hope Center at (248) 348-0115
by Dec. 1 or register on-line at
wvnv.newhopecenter.net

PCA auction
Officials at Plymouth

Christian Academy are inviting
the community to "MISSION
POSSIBLE," the school's annu-
al Fall Auction set for Friday,
Nov. 20, in the school building
at 43065 Joy Road in Canton.

The evening begins at 5:30
p.m. with a buffet pasta dinner
and silent auction. The live auc-
tion will begin at 7 p.m. and will
include such items as a ride on
the Red Wings Zamboni com-
plete with game tickets, fabulous
sports and vacation packages, a
ride on a B-17 Flying Fortress at
the Yankee Air Museum, pearl
sets made by women who have
been rescued out of the human
trafficking trade, an Extreme
Bedroom Makeover, and much
more. Dress is casual.

Proceeds from this event will
go directly to support students in
the pursuit of a college preparato-
ry, Biblical worldview education.

For more information, con-
tact PCA at 734-459-3505 or
www.plymouthchristian.org.

C H A I R
MASSAGE

B Y TRACEY

ENTER TO WIN
3 MONTHS OF

FREE TANNING IN
ANY LEVEL BED

WATCH OUT
FOR SHARKS!!
(LANDSHARKS)

L I V E M U S I C

BY

G R E G S T R Y K E R

S M O O T H I E S

F R O M

M A U I W O W !

GIVEAWAYS

* SILLY P H O T O OPPOR TUNITY!
BRING YOUR CAMERA (I'LL HAVE MINE)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH * 6-9 P M AT

. P. 1 HMMNCAL
Located at

133 W. Main St. • Northville Square
(248) 305-5482

www.oasistann.ortlxville.com

' Nearby and open 24/7
' No contracts, no risk - pay monthly

' No waiting for equipment
1 Showers

• Tanning available (additional fees may apply)

Personal trainers for faster results
1 Comfortable, friendly environment

p..

Call Now.MO DUES UNTIL

Give the gift of health!
up.

• visa snapliiness.com

Canton Twp,
4011 S Canton Center Rd

734-398-7627

'Cannot be combined with Offer #2

v a Hurry, offer valid for first 50 new customers. ~hmf%% ' •=
Offer expires November 30,2009 v ;

Limit 1 per household No cash value Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may apply. Valid *
only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs 82009 Snap Fitness Inc.

Join with a Frienti or Spouse

Limit 1 per household No cash value. Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may apply. Valid
only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs ©2009 Snap Fitness ;-c.

Buy S Personal Training Sessions

Half hour sessions are available. v

Limit 1 per household. No cash value Access card fee, other fees and some restnctions may apply. Valid
only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs. ©2009 Snap Fitness inc
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PHOTOS BY DIANE HANSON

Color guard members Katie Babcock (front), Cassie Hardin (back left), and Rachel Fransioli creep from beneath the
surface of a huge platform also concealing most members of the Plymouth-Canton Marching Band at the beginning
of their competition performance titled, 'Beneath the Surface.' The hometown marchers' performance at the Huron
Valley Invitational in White Lake on Halloween netted the highest score, 90.9, of the competition.

Prelude to states
Marchers use Halloween to scare up high score

BY DIANE HANSON

CORRESPONDENT

The darkening sky on All
Hallows Eve was the perfect
backdrop for the deep bah-
bump, bah-bump of the beat-
ing heart, the stealthy creep-
ing movements of the color
guard, the resonating creak of
the grinding hinges and the
eerie melodic strains emanat-
ing from the 170-member
Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band as they performed their
competition show, "Beneath
the Surface," at the Huron
Valley Marching Band
Invitational at Lakeland High
School in White Lake.

"It was a very appropriate
show for today," said a smiling
David Armbruster, director
of bands at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park. But
that wasn't all he had to smile
about.

His talented performers also
scared up their highest score
this season, 90.9, capturing
the Flight I first-place trophy
along with all three caption
awards for Best Music, Best
Marching, and Best General
Effect. In spite of not being
able to utilize all the props due
to 20-mph chilly wind gusts,
not only were they the high-
est-scoring of all 21 competing
bands, but also the only band
in the state to crack the 90s
to date (other scores can be
checked out at www.themcba.
org).

"The band did wonderfully,"
said associate director Sheldon
Frazier. "We're so proud of
them. They have come a very
long way with a very difficult
show and they are handling it
very well. The only thing we
hope will change at this point
is the quality of the perfor-
mance. It's only going up from
here."

And that's just exactly what
the hometown marchers are
gearing up for.

"We worked so hard these
past couple of weeks and it
really has all come together,"

Percussionist Brandon Saenz concentrates on music and timing during
P-CMB's award winning performance at the Huron Valley Invitational at
Lakeland High School Saturday.

FOiD FIELD FSOLSe
• What: 30th annual Michigan Competing Band Association State

Championship

• Where: Ford Field, downtown Detroit

• When: Saturday, Nov. 7 '

• Who: 40 high school bands from four flights (Flight I is the largest

school sizes, Flight IV the smallest).

• Local tie: Plymouth-Canton Educational Park performs in Flight I at

6:25 p.m.; other area bands include Farmington Harrison, 10:20 a.m.;

Farmington, 8:30 p.m.

• Tickets: On sale the day of the event at Ford Field Ticket Booths. For

more information, see the MCBA Web site, www.themcba.org and to the

Ford Field web site, http://www.fordfield.com

said Canton junior Kaitlyn
Tracy, one of the three drum
majors. "It's so exciting. There
is such a performance element
to this show and we've added a
lot of new stuff."

Synthesizer player and
Salem senior Nicole Fenwick
noted, "This is a fun show and
it is really exciting. It is defi-
nitely my favorite of all four
years. It is a really complex
show this year and it takes a
lot of time and practice, but it
is all worth it."

That's certainly music to
the ears of the directors, who
appreciate the kudos they
receive, but give major credit

to the students and staff for
the incredible success of this
year's competition perfor-
mance.

"We couldn't do it without
this staff," said Armbruster.
"Our staff is amazing - Alan
Spaeth, Jen Leseth, Lee Falvey,
Sean McElroy, and the support
staff we have."

Staff and students alike
will be putting in the hours
this last week before the State
Championships at Ford Field
Nov. 7- The 40 highest-scoring
Michigan high school march-
ing bands - 10 in each of
Flights I, II, III and IV - will
be vying for top honors.

Police seek local man
in home invasion case

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton police are asking for
help in locating a 28-year-old
man wanted for questioning
following a string of home
invasions during the past two
weekends in the township.

Police have released a photo
of Eric Mark Matthews, whose
last known address was in
Plymouth.

Anyone who has informa-
tion is asked to call the Canton
Police Department at (734)
394-5400. Tips for a possible .

] cash reward
'• ' \ ; Up tO $1,000

' also may be
j j made to Crime
I ] Stoppers of

] Michigan by
' calling (800)

_ I SPEAK-UP.
Matthews Three of the

home invasions
happened southeast of Palmer
and Canton Center, and three
others occurred in the Palmer-
Lotz area, police Sgt. Mark
Gajeski said.

"It's unknown if this guy is
linked to all six," Gajeski said,

but he is wanted for question-
ing after police say he could
possibly be linked to some
stolen property that was recov-
ered.

A variety of items including
hockey equipment and cash
had been taken during the
home invasions, Gajeski said.

Entry was made into at least
some of the homes after an
intruder or intruders broke
into vehicles and used garage
door openers to get inside,
Gajeski said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Yet La Joy and other officials
removed Livonia Builders' site
plan from last week's township
board meeting agenda amid
concerns by village residents
who only learned of the pro-
posal five days before it had
faced a vote.

"Our concern was not hav-
ing a voice when the plan
was developed," said Steve
VanBrussel, who chairs
the architectural design
and review committee of
the Cherry Hill Village
Homeowners Association.
"We'd like to see more homes
in here, no doubt. But we
weren't thrilled with the
plans."

Township representatives
stalled a site plan vote and
agreed to meet with hom-
eowner representatives to
discuss the following concerns
cited in an Oct. 27 letter to
LaJoy by Gordon Johnson, a
member of the architectural
committee:

• The association, which
would incur financial and
maintenance responsibilities
following the next wave of con-
struction, is seeking inclusion
in the process.

• Residents say rainstorm
flooding of some streets, such
as Garfield Lane, "will only
worsen" unless modifications

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The theater is often booked, but
this doesn't always translate into
business for the merchants.

are made to retention ponds.
• The latest plan calls for a

new park facing the back of
new homes.

"It is exactly opposite of the
intention of the original plan
for the village," Johnson wrote.
"All of the existing parks are
surrounded by the front of
homes and are open and wel-
coming to everyone. A park
that is located behind homes
gives the appearance of a pri-
vate area and does not openly
welcome people."

Meanwhile, village mer-
chants say they believe town-
ship officials should place

more emphasis on revitalizing
the business district.

"We would be happier to
see more commercial devel-
opment," said Michael
Provenzano, owner of Le
Cocoa Bean Chocolatier &
Coffee House, adding that res-
taurants and other businesses,
such as art boutiques and
antique shops, are needed to
spur pedestrian traffic. "This
would get the ball rolling. We
want to get the entrepreneur-
ial spirit stirring."

Township officials say cer-
tain business proposals hold
promise and could materialize,
though they couldn't divulge
details as talks continue.

"We're trying to do what
we can to be proactive there,"
La Joy said..

Kalled, the Cherry Martini
owner, said h&hopes to see
strides made by local officials
before it's too late.

"It's time to build commer-
cial," he said. "I really believe
they're afraid of growing the
area. For some reason it's like
we're the stepchild of the city.
We used to be treated like the
jewel of the city."

Kalled urged township offi-
cials to renew their efforts to
help Cherry Hill Village thrive.

"Make the place into a desti-
nation point," he said. "Make it
into what you always hoped it
would be."

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

ELECTION
FROM PAGE A1

"I think it's huge," Mardigian
said of Davis' election. "It
reflects the diversity in our
district, and it helps bring that
perspective to the board. I
know (Davis) will keep that as
a big part of our decisions."

Davis is joined on the board
by the returning Mardigian,
the top vote-getter at 6,530

votes, and Simescu, who got
5,325 votes. Both expressed
appreciation for the voters.

"I'm very pleased, and
I appreciate the support,"
Simescu said. "Now we get to
work on the budget, and that's
going to be a challenge."

The budget, Mardigian
agrees, is the biggest issue
facing not only the new board
— which Davis will join in
January — but the current
board. Facing a potential $5.5
million cut from the state,

PCCS board members must
find a way to trim the budget,
hopefully without affecting
student achievement.

And she thinks the election
shows voters think the right
people are in place to deal
with it.

"I think it's a vote of confi-
dence for the things the board
is doing," Mardigian said. "I
think people realize these are
difficult times."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

VAN BORN
FROM PAGE A1

Sysco had considered mov-
ing out of Michigan rather

than enlarging its Canton
facility, but state, county and
township officials lobbied to
keep the company here and
promised to make infrastruc-
ture improvements to help the
growing company.

Canton Municipal Services
Director Tim Faas has said the
project "is good for Canton, it's
good for Wayne County, and it's
good for the state of Michigan."

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Macy's Optical

EYEGLASSES
Includes any frame regularly
priced up to $150; plus,
single vision, lined bifocals or

no-line bifocals:

Biggest Contact Lens
Sale of the Season!

All Brands on Sale - November 15-30
Our Doctor or Yours - We fill all prescriptions. Convenient eye exam appointments available!

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans.

Northland Lakeside Westland Twelve Oaks Oakland
248-443-4520 586-566-2766 734-458-5588 248-344-6994 248-597-2956

•macys
*Offer includes standard no-line Instinctive bifocals. Additional charge may be applied for strong prescription. Other progressives,

specialty lenses and lens options are additional. Designer sunglass frames not included. Complete pair purchase required.
"Selected designer frames 25% off. Some special orders excluded. See optician for details. Cannot be combined with any other offer,

vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Selection varies by location. Not valid where prohibited by law.
tEye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry.

Offer ends November 19,2009.

For the location nearest you, call 1-888-889-EYES
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Bandit robs gas station employee CRIME WATCH

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

An employee reported he
was robbed early Sunday as he
was leaving the Marathon gas
station at Warren and Lilley,
Canton authorities said.

The worker told police he
already had locked the door
and was outside the station
when a lone bandit approached
him, implied he had a gun and
robbed him, Detective Sgt.
Dave Schreiner said.

No weapon was actu-
ally revealed, and no one was

injured.
The incident happened

shortly before 1 a.m. Sunday
on the township's north side.

The bandit didn't enter
the station, police Sgt. Mark
Gajeski said, and authorities
indicated he had likely been
waiting outside for the employ-
ee to leave.

Police said the clerk
described the perpetrator as
an African-American male,
6-foot-l to 6-foot-2, with a
medium build. He was wear-
ing a gray hooded sweatshirt.

The man fled the area in an

unknown direction. Canton
police officers and a K-9 unit
checked the area but couldn't
located the suspect.

The incident remains under
investigation by Canton's
detective bureau.

Anyone who has informa-
tion about the incident is asked
to call Canton police at (734)
394-5400. Anonymous tips
for a possible cash reward up
to $1,000 also may be made to
Crime Stoppers of Michigan at
(800) SPEAK-UP.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Emergency managers offer winter safety tips
Canton's Emergency

Management Office are
reminding residents of some
tips to make sure they keep
safe during the upcoming
winter season as they observer
Michigan Winter Awareness
Week through Nov. 7-

For instance, residents should
know the difference between a
winter storm WATCH (condi-
tions make the storm possible)
and winter storm WARNING
(the storm is headed for your
area). A blizzard WARNING
means strong winds, blinding
wind-driven snow, and danger-
ous wind chill. Avoid driving
and seek shelter.

AT HOME
• Keep a battery-powered

flashlight, NOAA weather
radio and portable radio, extra

batteries, extra food (canned
or dried food is best), can
opener, and bottled water (at
least 3 gallons per person).

• Make sure each member
of household has a warm coat,
gloves, hat and water-resis-
tant boots. Ensure that extra
blankets and heavy clothes are
available.

• Keep on hand items for
infant, elderly or special need
family members.

• Be aware of potential fire
and carbon monoxide hazards
if you plan to use an emer-
gency heating source such as a
fireplace, wood stove or space
heater. To save heat, close off
unneeded rooms, cover win-
dows at night and stuff towels
or rags in cracks under doors.

• Maintain adequate food
and water intake. Food pro-

vides the body with energy for
producing its own heat.

OUTSIDE
• Avoid overexertion, such as

shoveling heavy snow, pushing
a car, or walking in deep snow.
Sweating could lead to chill
and hypothermia.

9 Walk carefully on snowy,
icy sidewalks.

• Wear loose-fitting, light-
weight warm clothing in layers.
Wear wool hat and mittens.

• Keep your clothes dry.
Change wet socks and clothing
quickly to prevent loss of body
heat.

• Understand the hazards
of wind chill. As wind speed
increases, heat is carried away
from a person's body more rap-
idly. Try to stay dry and cover
all exposed parts of the body.

Ticket threat prompts
cleanup of house

IAmid threats police would
issue him a citation, a

Canton man has cleaned up a
neglected house where author-
ities say numerous piles of dog
feces had been found where
two rottweilers were staying.

Canton police on Monday
went to the house on
Admiralty, northwest of
Warren and Canton Center,
after receiving a complaint
about a house where it
appeared nobody had been
living. The dogs began
barking arm growiing irom
inside the house when police
arrived.

A neighbor told police the
home had been vacant but had
been visited by a man who
brings bags of dog food that he
places inside the garage. Police
managed to locate the man,
who said he was planning to
move into the house that had
been vacant since a previous
renter had moved.

Police returned to the house
on Tuesday and saw that it had
been cleaned up.

Home invasion

2Police officers this week
went to a home on Trails

Court, southwest of Joy and
Sheldon, after a woman called
to report a break-in had
occurred five days earlier,
between 10:30-11 a.m. Oct. 28.

The woman told police she
left her house and returned
to find that $10 was missing
from a coffee table near a glass
doorwall. She also noticed that
her son's iPod and her MP3

With our help, they won't stay empty.

As a community bank, First Place Bank is finely attuned to the unique

circumstances of our local communities. While we're all facing tough times

in this economy, keeping food on the table has been harder this year

for many of our neighbors. In fact, food banks are reporting a 30 percent

increase in people seeking assistance, many of them for the first time.

inOpen a new checking account at First Place Bank

November or December, and W© II 001131© $1© to Gleaners Foodbank of

Southeastern Michigan. Because the Foodbank stretches every dollar

into $15 of food, the $1O we'll contribute for each account opened will become

$15O iH ¥©©Ci you'll help bring to needy families in our community.

Stop by First Place today and join us in making a difference.

To find a location near you, visit www.firstplacebank.com.

JFIRST
£PLACE

BANK
www.firstplacebank.com

Member FDIC

player were gone, along with
several CDs, from the living
room.

The woman told police she
had been busy and just got a
chance this week to report the
incident.

House fire

3A home on Baywood, south-
west of Canton Center and

Saltz, received some damage
after a fire occurred there
shortly after 2:30 a.m. Sunday.

A police report indicated
firefighters already had begun
to put out the fire when police
arrived. The homeowner told
authorities he and his family
awoke to the sound of a smoke
alarm.

Flames had been visible in
the basement, according to
police reports, but most of the
damage was on the west side
of the home around a deck
area.

The cause of the fire was
under investigation early this
week.

Window smashed

4Police went to the T-Mobile
store on Michigan Avenue

near Beck following reports
a window had been smashed
out. The incident was reported

around 9:30 p.m. Oct. 28.
The only thing that

appeared out of place was a
shelf on the north end of the
store where in-car phone char-
gers are kept, but the manager
said it wasn't immediately
known if anything was miss-
ing.

Road rage?

5A woman told police it
appeared a driver tried to

hit their car around 3:15 p.m.
Tuesday on Crossbow Circle,
northeast of Haggerty and
Palmer.

The woman told police that
she and another person, in
a vehicle owned by a group
home where they work, previ-
ously had "an issue" with the
girlfriend of the man who
appeared to drive toward
them. The woman accused the
driver of making an erratic
turn and coming toward
them, although a collision was
avoided.

The man driving the other
car denied the allegations, but
a police report indicated he
was issued a citation to appear
in court.

- Compiled by Darrell Clem from
Canton Police Department reports.

First Time
SEMINAR!

$8,000 TAX CREDIT EXPIRES SOON!
Come learn from the experts:

RSVP...734-455
sbuckel@approvedmortqages.com

An exceptional home-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,

Memory Impaired and Alzheimer's residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing

-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free

-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

-Planned Activities

-Beauty & Barber Shop

-On Call Nurse Practitioner

-Medication Management

-incontinence Management

CANTON

Located at 8121 LHSey
between Joy & Warren Roads

OE08662107

Check usout onfhefeb every day at hometownlife.com
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Save with federal
energy tax credits

In 2009 and 2010, homeowners can enjoy federal
tax credits of 30 percent of cost, up to $1,500 when
they make improvements to their existing homes in
the following areas:

e Windows and doors
9 Insulation
9 Roofs (metal and asphalt)
e Heating & cooling (HVAC)
• Water heaters (non-solar)
6 Biomass stoves

According to the Energy Star website (energystar.
gov/taxcredits) the criteria for tax credits are:

6 Equipment must be placed in service from January
1, 2009 through December 31, 2010;

8 Equipment must be for taxpayer's principal resi-
. dence, except for geothermal heat pumps, solar water

heaters, solar panels, and small wind energy systems
(where second homes qualify);

• $1,500 is the maximum total amount that can be
claimed for all products placed in service in 2009 &
2010 for most home improvements, except for geother-
mal heat pumps, solar water heaters, solar panels, fuel
cells, and small wind energy systems which are not
subject to this cap, and are in effect through 2016;

• Equipment must have a "Manufacturer
Certification Statement" to qualify for record keeping.

ADVERTISING FEATURE — BY ALISON BERGSIEKER

Read on for advice from a local home,
heating and cooling expert:

• "Get an in-home energy analysis to make sure
your equipment is running at its peak performance
to keep your monthly operating costs down. We
have computer software that checks out your cur-
rent heating and air system. Then we do a cost
comparison between energy efficient hybrid heating
systems."

— Doug Walter Jr., Owner of Hi-Tech
Heating & Cooling in Canton

Small business owners face a variety
of financial challenges, from securing
financing and creating a marketing plan,
to maintaining accounting books and
™;n;mU:»>»+«vi:»i,:i;+;nn !>„„. J W — c
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whether business owners do the book-
keeping themselves or outsource it, they
are responsible for staying organized and
strategizing to increase the bottom line.

Standard deductions, such as auto-
mobile expenses, must be tracked on a
regular basis. Automobile expenses can
either be tracked by multiplying mileage
by the standard mileage rate of 55 cents
for 2009, or by claiming the actual
business-related expenses for the vehicle.
(Note that standard mileage rates can-
not be included on Forms 1065,1120 and
1120S.)

In addition, travel expenses can
include the cost of plane tickets, taxis or
vehicles, as well as lodging and meals if
the primary purpose of the trip is busi-
ness. When family or friends accompany
the business owner, just the owner's trav-
el expenses can be deducted. Expenses
related to advertising, promotions, inter-
est on borrowed money (with record of
where and how the money was spent)
and bank fees are also fully deductible.

The amount and purpose of all expens-
es should be documented and tracked
in the event that the IRS requests proof
of expenditures. A receipt-scanning
program such as Shoeboxed helps users
to quickly and easily store and catego-
rize receipts with deducible expenses.
Mileage logs should include odometer
readings, total miles driven, percent of
mileage used for business, destination
and purpose of the trip.

Money-saving,
year-round tax tips for

owners
Other expenses are more challenging

to discern, but the time taken to research
and document them can save thousands
of dollars in taxes owed. Legal and pro-
xcSSiona,i ices are generany ueuuctiuie in
the year they are incurred. However, if
the consultation relates to future years,
the fees must be deducted over the life
of the benefit. Business entertainment
expenses may be 50 percent deductible
if business is discussed during the gath-
ering. The business purpose and attend-
ees should always be noted on the receipt
or bill.

Higher contribution limits for 2009
allow business owners to save additional
retirement money. For example:

@ SEP and profit-sharing plan limits
increased from $46,000 in 2008 to
$49,000 in 2009.

• The defined benefit (pension plan)
limit increased from $185,000 to
$195,000.

• 401(k) elective deferrals are now
$16,500 versus $15,500 in 2008. In addi-
tion, those age 55 or older can
contribute another $5,500, up from
$5,000 in 2008.

The 2009 tax year brings changes
that can minimize tax liability for all
small businesses. A tax-free reimburse-
ment for bicycle commuting can be
passed onto employees, up to $20 per
month for buying, maintaining and stor-
ing a bicycle used to travel to and from
work. Businesses with Health Savings
Accounts (HSAs) can contribute more
this year, up to $3,000 for individual

high deductible health plans, and $5,950
for family coverage. Those 55 years and
older can add $1,000 to those amounts.

Don't overlook the small stuff because
xt a n SuuS up . JU'CUUCLIOIIS J.OF otiu. ueu i s
(goods sold, not services), customer gifts,
business-related books, postage, semi-
nars and trade shows, business associa-
tion dues and even coffee exist.

At the end of the day, small business
owners need to find an expense track-
ing and filing system that works best
for them. The old-fashioned use of fold-
ers categorized by expense type or date
range is ideal for some. Others prefer
technological solutions, which also pro-
vide data back up. Important receipts,
charitable contributions, bank state-
ments, credit card bills and other key
documents can be scanned and filed by
fiscal quarter. Owners should make cop-
ies for themselves or their accountant.

Tax software can be used throughout
the year to help small business own-
ers understand how different financial
decisions can affect their tax situation.
By organizing early, owners can plan
ahead, maximize deductions and save
time when it's time to prepare their tax
returns. TaxACT customers who pre-
order their Preparer's Business software
can use preview versions as soon as
they're released. Preview versions of
TaxACT Preparer's Business 1065,1120
and 1120S are released in October, with
final versions released in January.

Detailed tax information for small
businesses is available at www.IRS.gov,
and TaxACT product information can be
found at www.TaxACT.com.

— Courtesy ofARAcontent
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We get that you don't want to think about it. Switching banks isn't

usually high on someone's "to do" list. Recent news headlines

haven't been usual, though. So now's the time to join the bank

that's been profitable for 58 straight quarters, We make it easy by

having our lobbies Open 7 Days. Or open your account online

at www.tcfbank.com. Then enjoy all the added perks of banking

at TCF, including free coin counting for customers.

Act Now
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when you open a new TCF FREE Checking account!*

It's about time. It's about you,
It's about your time being worth more at TCF Banks.

Visit www.tcfbank.com or call ±-80OTCF-BANK
for a location near
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