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Destination Theatre presents
Rent, Jonathan Larson’s Pulitzer-
prize winning Broadway musical
based loosely on Puccini’s opera
La Boheme, at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry Hill,
in Canton.

Tickets are $15. Show times are
2 p.m. today
(Sunday); 8

The perfor-
mance today
(Sunday, Nov.
1 1 benefits the
HIV/AIDS
Resource
Center in
Ypsilanti.
HARC pro-
vides services
to people who
are at risk of living with HIV/AIDS.
Five dollars off every ticket sold will
be donated to the center.

Purchase tickets on-line at
www.cantonvillagetheater.org
or call (734) 3945460 for more
information.
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Canton Township will honor
area servicemen and women 6-
8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, with

Destination Theater
brings ‘Rent’ to the
Village Theater at
Cherry Hill in Canton
the next two weekends.

a “Salute to Service” ceremony at
the Village Theater at Cherry Hill,
located 50400 Cherry Hill Road.

The public is encouraged to attend
this free event, presented by the
Canton Community. Photos of Canton
residents who are presently in the
Armed Forces will be on display, as
well as additional military memora-
bilia. A short program will take place
on the Village Theater’s main stage
starting at 7 p.m., featuring music by
‘Workman Elementary School Choir.

For more information call (734)
394-5460 or visit Cantonfun.org

Friday.

LR @2 Eag W They were there for the
The Canton Goodfellows are entertainment, for the fun
teaming up with Canton Leisure and, yes, for the candy as
Services to collect gift items which hundreds of youngsters
will serve as holiday presents for strolled the halls of the
less fortunate individuals in the Summit on the Park for
Canton community. Donors can Canton Leisure Services’
help by donating a new, unwrapped annual Trick or Treat
toy Nov. 1 through Dec. 13 at a Parade.
Canton Leisure Services location. And this year, they had
“So many families are struggling a little more to do, because
this holiday season,” said Marion Leisure Services officials
Rozum of the Canton Goodfellows. added another “trail” - the
“Canton is known for being a giving “Wizards and Witches”
community, and this is a wonderful trail for the older children.
opportunity to keep up the tradition The youngsters once again

Ghosts and goblins of all
ages and sizes turned out
for Halloween in Canton

cialist for Canton Leisure

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Max Scheffler, 7 years old, is ready for the Halloween Parade through the Summit.

Spooky spectacular

Annual parade delights hundreds of ‘goblins’

Cheyeann Muirhead of Dance Beat, in Canton, passes out candy to
3-year-old Dylan Fusilo. See more photos on page A8.

Financial; Farm Bureau

of “No Child Without A Christmas.” enjoyed the “Little Goblins  Services. “It’s a great fam-  Insurance; The Goddard
If an individual or family would Trail” ily event that is perfect for ~ School; Buffalo Wild

like to adopt a child or a family this “Every year the Trickor  the little ones.” Wings; BD’s Mongolian

Christmas, contact Nancy Spencer Treat Parade gets bigger This year’s spon- BBQ; WOW Internet,

at johnancysp@aol.com. For more and better, and this yearis  sored stations included Cable, Phone; Kumon

information, call 734/394-5360 or no exception,” said Jason MuCully’s Educational Math & Reading; and |

visit www.cantongoodfellows.org. Lombardo, recreation spe-  Center; Community Repair Clinic.
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MILESTONES. .. .. .. ..BS When the Village Theater at Cherry
NEIGHBORS . ... ... ... B6T Hill in Canton played host to a tribute to
OBITUARIES.. .. ... ... ..BD India’s Mahatma Gandhi last month, Naren
REAL ESTATE ... ... ... ... (2 Balasubramaniam couldn’t help but notice the
SPORTS .. o o B audience was, by his estimation, “95 percent
Indian.”
For Home Balasubramaniam, a member of the strategic
Delivery call: planning comrmittee for thf: .Plymouth Canton
(866) 887-2737 Diversity and Inclu51pn Inltlatl've, Woulq have'
liked to see a more diverse audience paying trib-
~ign, ute to the “Father of India.”
‘PA\ In fact, that's why Balasubramaqiam is
W involved with the group to begin with: To make
l’ the Plymouth-Canton community more diverse-
et ly inclusive.
GNEIT “I think that misses the point,”
Balasubramaniam said of the Gandhi gathering.
“We need to mix that up a little.”
And that’s exactly what the Initiative is setting
out to do. The group’s planning committee spent
8 53174 10007 B 90 minutes Thursday at Canton High School,

Diversity group unvels sirategic plar

Naren Balasubramaniam moderates the Plymouth Canton
Diversity and Inclusion Initiative's meeting Tuesday at
Canton High School. The group presented its strategic
plan during the meeting.

laying out the strategic plan committee mem-
bers have spent four months constructing.

It’s the latest step for a group originally start-
ed in summer 2008 by Michigan Roundtable

Please see DIVERSITY, A3

Suspect

officer wounded

killed,

in robbery try

BY MATT JACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A robbery suspect with a
criminal record was killed and
a Plymouth Township police
officer was wounded when
gunfire erupted as plainclothes
officers tried to arrest the sus-
pect after the holdup of a cell
phone retailer Thursday.

The officer, wounded in the
right shoulder and the left
hand, was in stable condition
Friday at an area hospital,
police said. Police were not
releasing his name.

The shooting occurred about
6 p.m. outside the Wireless
USA store on Ann Arbor Road
east of Lilley in Plymouth
Township. ‘

Lebron
Bronson,
of Canton
Township, had
| just robbed
the store and
stepped out-
| side when
he was con-
fronted by
officers from
a Western Wayne Criminal
Investigations Task Force,
which includes officers from
several communities, said
Michigan State Police Lt.
Monica Yesh.

Bronson pointed a pistol at
officers and refused orders to
drop it and was shot by police,
Yesh said. He was pronounced
dead at St. Mary Mercy
Hospital in Livonia.

The incident was still under
investigation Friday, and Yesh
said it was unclear exactly who
fired shots, how many shots

Bronson

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOG
Police investigators talk to
witnesses after a suspect was killed
frying to rob the Wireless USA store
in Plymouth Township.

were fired, or where Bronson *._
was struck. Nor was it clear if
the officer’s hand wound was
from a bullet or from shrapnel
related to being shot in the

right shoulder, she said.

An autopsy on Bronson was
being performed Friday.

Plymouth Township
Supervisor Richard Reaume
said the wounded officer was
part of the multi-jurisdictional
task force, which had Bronson
under surveillance because he
was suspected in three Canton
Township holdups.

Police did not say what was
taken in the robbery. Bronson,
45, had a criminal history that
included armed robberies,
Yesh said.

Please see ROBBERY, A3

Wind whips the crime scene tape around during the investigation of a \
shooting at the Wireless USA store on Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth Township

Thursday.

| New Pat
Welcome!

New spinal
decompression

therapy! Alleviate back
- pain without surgery.

Get your free
consultation
scheduled
today!
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AROUND CANTON |

online at hometownlife.com

“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. ltems will

run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Reunion fime

Plymouth Canton and Salem
Class of 1994 is hosting its 15-
year reunion 8 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 27 at the Novi
Sheraton, 21111 Haggerty in
Novi.

Cost is $50. Details can be
found and tickets purchased at
WwWw.pcepl994.com

For more information, con-
tact Julie Burkett (Orleman)
via e-mail at julieburkett@
hotmail.com or call (734) 674~
3478.

Skate for food

The Canton Goodfellows and
Skatin’ Station II are partner-
ing in an effort to raise food for
charity.

“Skate on Your Can” food
drive takes place 6:30-8:30
p-m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
! Skatin’ Station II, 8611 Ronda
in Canton. Skaters get ice time
for free with a donation of
three canned good or non-per-
ishable items. All proceeds go
to Canton Goodfellows.

For more information, visit
the Web site www.skatinsta-

Ticket
734-844-3456
Ford Rd,
1 Mile West of IKEA

THEATERS
DETROIT’S BEST

MOVIE DEAL

ALL LOUNGER SEATS  ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SERTING

 |*4.50 «*5.25
| ALL SEATS

i EXCEPT ADULT EVENING not valid for Fathom Events or Digital 30

SHOWTIMES 10/30 - 11/6 € No passes

SNNFREE

FALL MATINEES
Saturday & Sunday 10 & 11 AM
CORALINE (PG)
i HILLSONG: UNITED LIVE: WE’RE ALL
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FRI-TUE/TH 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:10, 9:20
: FRUSAT LS 11:30 WED 12:30, 2:40, 4:50
i WHERE THE WILB THINGS ARE (PG)
11:45, 2:00, 4:15, 6:50, 9:10
lFRl/SAT LS 11:25
LAWY ABIDING l:lTllEll (R)
5, 1:45, 4:20, 7:0:
GOUPLES RETREAT (PG 13) 11:30, 2:00, 4:30,
7:00,9:30 FRI/SAT LS 11:55
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tion2.com or call (734) 459-
6401.

Village Voices

Village Voices, a select group
of BeckRidge Chorale sing-
ers, present their first concert
of the season Sunday, Nov.

8, in Plymouth First United
Methodist Church.

The evening begins with a
delicious meal at 6 p.m. and
concludes with the sounds
of Village Voices sharing the
music of the Beatles, Beach
Boys and a Tribute to Queen.

Tickets are limited and avail-
able for $28.00 by visiting
www.beckridgechorale.org,

Holiday open house

New Hope Center for Grief
Support in cooperation with
Pulte Homes will be host-
ing a Holiday Open House at
Northville’s spectacular com-
munity of The Villas at Arcadia
Ridge.

You are invited to tour two -
condominiums, the Charleston
and Townsend models. The
evening aiso includes raifles,

a Chocolate Fountain, hors
d’oeuvres compliments of
Cassell’s Family Restaurant,
Genitti’s, Riffles Restaurant,
Docs Sports Retreat, and many
more. Valet service provided.

The event takes place 7-10
p-m. Friday, Dec. 4. Cost is $40
prior to the event, $45 at the

A you
considering
a Remodeling or
New Building
Project?

HEREBEEASRR NN AN SRR R R KD ERERAT R

if so, email
or call for
a free DVD.
buildertoo@aol.com
734-737-0500

‘OE08678465
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On stage

Westland's Jan Larente (as Meg), Canton's Betty Berryman (as Lenny)

and Ypsifanti's Courteney Bostick (as Babe) in a scene from ‘Crimes of the
Heart, being presented by the Spotlight Players at Canton's Village Theater
at Cherry Hill Nov. 13-15 and Nov. 20-22. Spotlight Players will for the first
time will use the intimate Biltmore Studio Theater that features a thrust
stage, atlowing for an intimate 'in your lap’ experience for theater goers.
Director Lisa Brawley describes the show as: “A little romance, intrigue,
suspense, drama, mystery and comedy alf in one show.” Performances

are 8 p.m. Nov. 13 and Nov. 20; 2 and 8 p.m. Nov. 14 and Nov. 21; and 2 p.m.
Nov. 15 and Nov. 22. Tickets are available at the Village Theater Box Office

s

at {734) 394-5300 or (734) 394-5460 or on-line at www.canton-mi.org/
villagetheater or in person at The Summif on the Park or at the door. Tickefs
are $15 for adults; $14 for seniors and students under 19.

door ($30 is tax deductible).
The event takes place at
49285 Freestone Drive in
Northville. Enter neighborhood
on Arcadia Lane off of Ridge
Road between Five and Six
Mile Roads. To RSVP, call New
Hope Center at (248) 348-0115
by Dec. 1 or register on-line at
www.newhopecenter.net

BPW meets

The Canton Business &
Professional Women meet 6-
8:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9, at
Palermo’s Restaurant (dinner
is served), 44938 Ford Road in
Canton.

Guest speaker Gary Sackett,
a Canton attorney, will talk

about wills and trusts.

For more information and to
RSVP (by Nov. 6), contact June
Nicholas by e-mail at junenich-
olas@comcast.net or by calling
(313) 610-2561.

PCA auction

Officials at Plymouth
Christian Academy are inviting
the community to “MISSION
POSSIBLE,” the school’s annu-
al Fall Auction set for Friday,
Nov. 20, in the school building
at 43065 Joy Road in Canton.

The evening begins at 5:30
p-m. with a buffet pasta din-
ner and silent auction. The
live auction will begin at 7 p.m.
and will include such items
as aride on the Red Wings
Zamboni complete with game
tickets, fabulous sports and
vacation packages, a ride on
a B-17 Flying Fortress at the
Yankee Air Museum, pearl
sets made by women who have
been rescued out of the human
trafficking trade, an Extreme
Bedroom Makeover, and much
more. Dress is casual.

Proceeds froin this event will
go directly to support students
in the pursuit of a college pre-
paratoty, Biblical worldview
education. Join with others
in our community to “ignite a
child’s future!”

For more information, con-
tact PCA at 734-459-3505 or
www.plymouthchristian.org.

McCotter staff hours

The staff of Congressman
Thaddeus McCotter (Michigan

District 11) conducts office
hours in Canton and Plymouth
Thursday, Nov. 5.

This time is set aside so that
the citizens served by the con-
gressman have the opportunity
to speak with a staff member
for assistance regarding any
federal issue that they might
have.

McCotter’s staff will be avail-
able 9-10 a.m. at the-Canton
Summit Senior Center, and
then 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the
Plymouth District Library.

MecCotter has two offices in
the district to serve his con-
stituents. The Livonia office
can be reached by calling (734)
632-0314 or the Milford office
is available at (24.8) 685-9495.
Any comments of a political
nature should be directed to
the office closest to you.

Newcomers Home
Business Expo

For their Nov. 4 gen-
eral meeting, the Canton
Newcomers will be opening the
Sunflower Clubhouse 45800
Hanford Rd, Canton 4«8187)
from 6:30-9 p.m. for members,
friends, and community neigh-
bors to shop with over a dozen
member-run businesses.

With Christmas around the
corner, the Newcomers recom-
mend you bring your list of who
is naughty or nice, and get your
holiday shopping done early!

For more information, con-
tact Melanie Burzynski, (734)
207-3341.

« IMMIGRATION
o PATENTS
« TRADEMARKS
o FAMILY LAW
» CORPORATE
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Lose fat the safe
and effective way.

Our No-Guilt Shake and
Pudding Diet™ tackles the
cause of being overweight,
not the symptoms.

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
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Glenn students present ‘The Butler Did It

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

So what do you say about
a play that’s titled The Butler
Did It, but nowhere in the
script or the cast list is there a
butler to be found?

Drama Director Sheri
Grove’s answer is that its a
mystery comedy that has a
“compelling and interesting
story line.”

“All the characters are
mystery writers,” she said.
“They all bring an interest-
ing character to the table and
al]l have an interest in solving
the mystery. When you put it
together, you have a comedic
combination.”

Students at John Glenn
High School will present
The Butler Did It at 7 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 5-7,
in the auditorinm.

The play is a spoof of English
mystery plays. Miss Maple, a
society dowager known for her
imaginative weekend parties,
played by Shannon Salisbury,
invites a group of detective
writers to her eerie manor,
where they take on the person-
alities of their fictional charac-
ters. Miss Maple has arranged
for all sorts of amusing inci-
dents for her guests, but when
an actual murder takes place,
the writers soon realize that
they are marked for death.

The cast includes a schol-
arly clergyman, Father White,
played by Tyler Scott Claus;

a seedy gumshoe named
Chandler Marlowe, played

s

Mystery writer Chandler Marlowe, played by Cody Buege, tries to find

out who's on the telephone in a scene from the John Gienn High School
production of the mystery comedy, ‘The Butler Did it.’ Listening are Rita,
played by Julianna Stewart, and Peter Flimsey, played by Juston Walker.

by Cody Buege; and Rita, the
social secretary who carries
around a hatbox. She’s played
by Juliana Stewart. The trio
are pulling double duty in the
production, joining Grove as
assistant directors.

Al 11th-graders, they were
selected for the posts after
submitting essays why they
wanted the job.

“I want to be powerful, I
want people to listen to me,”
Buege said. “And it worked.”

Buege has been doing plays
since third grade. He’s in his
third show at Glenn and is
coming off his show-stealing
role of Ryan in last spring’s
production of High School
Musical II. He's not surprised
he got the assistant director’s
job, but he’s happy he got it.

“I think I said I wanted to
work under my favorite direc-

tor in my essay,” he said. “Mrs.
Grove knows I'm dedicated to
drama.” ‘

“He’s extremely talented, but
we have to keep him ground-
ed,” Grove said.

While Buege was looking at
power, Claus has been want-
ing to be one after seeing what
other students did. He has to
admit that overall the experi-
ence has been good.

“They’ve been mean and
friendly at the same time,” he
said. “It’s easier to know exact-
ly what’s happening, when
you're on stage, you can give
better direction. You're more
involved, you know what needs
to be done on stage.”

Stewart was looking for a
more well-rounded experience
in theater when she wrote her
essay, not just on stage but on-
the other side of the footlights.

‘THE BUTLER BID IT’

What: ‘The Butler Did It, a spoof
of English mysteries with a
decidedly American flavor finds
Miss Maple, a society dowager
noted for her imaginative week-
end parties, awaiting a group

of detective writers invited to
eerie Ravenswood Manor, where
she's arranged all sorts of scary
and amusing incidents. Then a
real murder takes place and the
guests realize they're all marked
for death. When they're not busy
tripping over the tlues, the zany
sleuths trip over one another.
When: 7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
Nov. 57

Where: In the auditorium of
John Glenn High School, 36105
Marquette, Westland

Tickets: 55 for students and
children and S7 for adults.
They're availabe at the door,
beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The experience “has been bet-
ter than I expected,” she said.
“Everything has been good.”

“It’s more than I thought it
would be,” she said. “I get to do
a lot of things I don’t normally
get to do.”

Rounding out the cast are
Sarah Toarmina, Sarah Mellas,
Steve Goldberg, Kimmie
Schepers, Justin Walker,
Jessica Pesenecker, Nikki
Urban and Harold E. Sullivan.

smason@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751

DIVERSITY

FROM PAGE A1

for Diversity and Inclusion
but which has since become
its own body, dedicated to the
idea of inclusion in an increas-
ingly diverse community.

The 15-member strategic
planning committee met
for some three hours every
Monday for four months, carv-
ing out the group’s plan. It cen-
ters on four tenets:

« Community action — guid-
ing the community in rec-
ognizing the importance of
building a culturally inclusive
comrounity;

» Diverse community leader-
ship — Helping the commu-
nity achieve “diverse leader-
ship which understands our

true history and ... reflects the
demographics and wishes of
all residents”™;

* Respect and equity
— Getting to a place where
community groups, school and
government employees and
law enforcement treat every-
one with respect and equity;
and

+ Inclusion in the public sec-
tor — Working toward a public
sector workforce “representa-
tive of the entire community
in all aspects, inchiding race,
gender, ethnicity, disability,
sexual orientation, faith and
cultural beliefs.”

The group also laid out

potential strategic action plans -

to help the community reach
each goal.

Despite all the work, com-
mittee members know there’s
lots left to do.

“This is a learning process,
and we're not even halfway
through it,” Balasubramaniam
said. )

Aamina Ahmed of Canton
said she grew up in an area
similar to this, where she felt
like she was among the “oth-
ers” who resided there. She
wants better for her children.

“I grew up feeling very
‘other,” she said. “I want to do
what I can to make sure my
children don’t feel ‘other’

“The community is diverse,”
she added, “but I hope we can
embrace that diversity, not just
tolerate it.”

Balasubramaniam said
laying out the plan was an
important step for the group.
He said the fact the group had
at least a dozen of its members
at every meeting shows how
important it is to people.

“They say getting five people
together consistently is hard
to do, but we had at least
12 of our 15 members every
time,” Balasubramaniam said.
“There’s a lot of passion about
this. I think there is a lot of felt
need.”

Athena Thornton of
Plymouth, a clerk working for
Wayne County, said the pres-
ence of her three sons — Joel,
15, Jacob, 12, and Julian,

10 — in Plymouth-Canton
schools makes the committee
important to her.

“My kids go to these schools,
so I want to see that we keep

~working on these things,”

Thornton said. “Canton and
Plymouth are great communi-
ties, but we could always get
more diverse.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

The Dol

ospital & Toy Soldier Shop
243-543-3118 Mon-Wed, 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30, Fri Sat10-5:30, Sun 124 _www. dolihospital.com
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3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING
‘& A select number of homeowners in Wayne County and
‘# the surrounding areas will be given the opportunity to

have a lifetime Erie Metal Roofing System installed on
their home at a reasonable cost.

W Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will you receive
I the best price possible, but we will give you access to no
money down bank financing with very
attractive rates and terms.

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler in the
summer and warmer in the winter.

An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide your home
with unsurpassed “Beauty and Lasting Protection®!

Don’t miss this opportunity to save!
www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

1-800-952-3743

email: roofing@eriemetalroofs.com
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615 West Lafayette, Detroit, Ml 48226

First Time Home Buyer’s .
FREE SEMINAR!

There has never been g
petter time to buy a homel
$8,000 TAX CREDIT EXPIRES SOON!

Come learn from the experts:

Tues., Nov. 10 or 17 « 7-8 pm
The Traditions Clubbouss
1315 Walerside Hd., Canton, M

RSVP...734-455-2219

s‘buckel@approvedmortgages.com

A

Appfaved Mortgages

DE08678400

[
DDA\

An exceptional home-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,
Memory Impaired and Alzheimer’s residents.

~24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
~Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

~Planned Activities
-Beauty & Barber Shop

-On Call Nurse Practitioner
-Medication Management
-incontinence Management

CANTON

Located at 8121 Lilley
between Joy & Warren Roads
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FROM PAGE At

The police investigation at
Wireless USA continued for
several hours Thursday night,
with officers from the town-
ship, the State Police and the
county task force at the scene
talking to store employees and
each other.

Mary Jane Radloff, the
owner of Salon MJ, across the
parking lot west of Wireless
USA, said the incident was
“very nerve-wracking.”

“This is like way too close for
comfort here,” Radloff said.

ANTASTIC

Stylist Karen McGeorge said
she walked over to the scene
minutes after the shooting
and saw emergency medical
personnel attending to a man
she believed was the suspect.
She could only see that it was a
male wearing work boots, she
said.

“They put him on a stretcher
and took him away,” she said.

Because the State Police
oversee police task forces
like the one involved
Thursday, the MSP is in
charge of the shooting inves-
tigation, Yesh said.

mjachman@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405
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“ Fresh Ground Beef

GROUND $7)6¢
SIRLOIN

Family Pack

DELMONICO

ROAST

Grade A Fresh

.GUT UP
FRYER

Boneless

GUBE
STEAK

_ Boneless

e

99°
s940

SIRLOIN

Boneless

- e
TIP ROAST - .

BEEF TENDERLOIN

'FILET
MIGNON

"4

4 Steak Value Pack

Fresh Ground Beef

Family Pack

Boneless

$9HI9

Ib.

Ib.

FRESH SLICED FROM THE DELI

Lipari Lean

ROAST

' BEEF

i

S, Lipari

MUENSTER 3399
Ib.

Check our website for additional Speuials! Mikes-markelplace.cbm
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Voters in the city of Plymouth wilt head to the polls Tuesday to decide the race for four

Plymouth City Commission spots.

There are five active candidates: incumbent Commissioners Stelle Greene, Gerald Sabatlm
and Ron Loiselle, retired high school principal John Barrett, and former Commissioner Dan
Dwyer. Tracy Hewitt, a former member of the Planning Commission, is on the ballot butis not
campaigning and has effectively bowed out of the race.

The top three vote-getters in Tuesday's election will win four-year terms, and the fourth-
place finisher will win a two-year term. The winners will be sworn in, and a new mayor chosen

by fellow commissicners, on Monday, Nov. 9.

The Observer has asked the five active candidates to answer, in their own words, these

four questions.

1) Why are you running for the
City Commission and what
do you hope to accomplish if
elected?

2) What is the most critical
issue facing Plymouth right
now, and how would you
address that issue as a
commissioner?

3) How do you feel about
the so-called “public safety
model” of delivering police,
firefighting and emergency

medical services?

4) Is Plymouth’s personality
changing, and, if so, is it
changing for the better or
not?

Spouse: married
21 years, wife Shon

Children: daugh-
ter Emma, 13 and son,
Dylan, 10

Profession:
administrator,
Washtenaw County
Trial Court

College degrees:
bachelor’s in sociol-
ogy, University of
Michigan, master's in social work, U-M

Government service: Livonia reserve
police officer for five years

Plymouth Beautification Committee
Chairman, three years

Dan Dyer

Plymouth city commissioner (1999-2003)
Plymouth mayor pro-tem (2003-2005)
Plymouth mayor (2005-2007)

35th District Court Authority board mem-
ber (2003-2007)

Conference of Western Wayne board.-
member (2005-2007: treasurer from 2006-
2007

Plymouth City Commission liaison
to Plymouth Community Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors (2001-2005)

Downtown Development Authority board
member (2005-present; current vice chair-
man)

Member of super parking committee

Member of way-finding sign committee

Member of infrastructure review committee

1) I have a strong commitment to service
to Plymouth and my skills are suited to
elected office. | was extremely proud of my
eight years on the commission, especially
my two as mayor. We ended my term as
mavyor with the largest budget surplus in
a decade despite dwindling revenues. We
accomplished that with fimited impact to
residents by carefully scrutinizing how and
why we provided every city service. We
fooked to the future and made changes far
in advance in order to reduce our expendi-
tures. It is that creativity and attention to
cost-effective government that [ will bring to
the commission.

2) The most critical issue we face is how
to manage our budget during times of dra-
matically decreasing revenues. In the 2005
Citizen Survey that I initiated as mayor pro
tem, public safety was listed as the number-
one budget priority of our residents. It also
consumes over 50 percent of the entire
general fund. We have already reduced
full-time city staff by over 35 percent so we
are forced to evaluate alternative ways to
provide and fund public safety services. My
focus will be on maintaining high quality
public safety services for our residents while
evaluating proven alternative methods to
provide those services.

3) I support the criticat evaluation of the
pubic safety model (police cross-trained
as fire) or regionalized fire department. If
a proven alternative model is researched
critically, does not reduce services, and is
more cost-effective, it must be seriously
considered. { am the enly candidate that
brings a fong history of public safety expe-
rience to this process. My five years as a
reserve police officer, 10 years as a parcle
officer and two years operating a prison
facility wifl be invaluable during this evalua-
tion process. | do not support a regionalized
police department or a volunteer part-time
fire department.

4) Yes, Plymouth's downtown is changing
from a primarily retaif focus to a new mixed
use with a strong emphasis on restaurants
and entertainment. Plymouth is now a
destination spot in western Wayne County.
That shift brings certain benefits as well as
challenges. The trick is to capitalize on the
benefits while limiting the impact of those
<challenges. The benefits are that Plymouth
is a thriving town despite extremely dif-
ficult economic times that have drastically
impacted other communities. The challenge
is that we cannot ose focus on the small-
town atmosphere that most resident cherish
about living in Plymouth.

Spouse: Married
to Carla Barrett (cel-
ebrating 40th anni-
versary this vear).

Children: Two
grown children,
Jennifer and
Elizabeth (one
married and one
engaged)

John Barrett

Profession: Retired educator. Retired as
principal of Farmington High School

College Degrees: BA, MA, Ed. Specuahst
PHD

1) 1'am running for the City Commission
because I love Plymouth. | want to help the
city continue to thrive, especially in these
difficutt financial times. | have always want-
ed to get involved in Plymouth in a meaning-
ful way. Now that | am retired, | feel it is time
to give back to this great community and to
share some of my talentsto help Plymouth
become an even more vibrant small town.
That means being open to new ideas and
being passionate about this city, both quali-
ties that | bring to the plate.

2) The most critical issue the city faces is how

" tofunction on a tighter budget due to reduced

state revenue sharing and reduced property

tax collections. | bring a voice ¢ of exparience

infiscal responsxbmty experience in facilities
management, and in motivating people fo set
the bar high in order to maximize performance.
Efficiency in operations is the key fo survival for
any organization faced with reduced spending
or income. This means examining afl operations,
all staffing, and all services in order to become
as lean and efficient as possible and still meet
the needs of our citizens.

3) The public safety mode! for police and
fire protection is a possible way fo save money
and deserves examination. This model coutd
save money and has the potential to provide
even better safety and security services to our
citizens. A number of small towns in the tri-
county area have been using this model with
great success, The public safety model seems
to function well because all police officers are
also trained to be firefighters and emergency
first-responders. | have witnessed this model
in Farmington, and it is both successful and
popular with Farmington citizens.

4) ! have loved Plymouth ever since my
family moved here twenty-six years ago. We
stifl take great pride in showing off Plymouth

to extended famlhl and friends when £ (’hm/ visit

2 BALRNURY

us. Although Plymouth is changing, mcst of the
changes have been positive. There is, however,
the danger of moving oo rapidly. There is

a delicate balance between being a family
friendly small town with an active social life
and a town known mostly for its night life. The
City Commission needs to be watchfuf to make
sure that we preserve our widely recognized
small town character, charm and history.

Spouse; William

Children: 2 grown
children: Melissa,
Shaun

Profession:
Executive Director
of the Dearborn
Community Arts -
Council

Stell Greene

Coliege degrees: B.A. in secondary edu-
cation, Wayne State University

Government service: Appointed fo City
Commission in1992. Eiected to

four terms prior to this election.

1) Plymouth is the best community,
regionally, to raise a family in.1f t can con-
tribute to keeping this city unique and at the
same time vital, my efforts are well spent.

2) With every community facing declining
revenues, maintaining a high quality of ser-
vices is increasingly difficuit. Core services,
pelice, fire, emergency medical services
and dispatch are over 54 percent of our cur-
rent year budget. Prioritizing non-essential
services and then continuously adjusting
acceptable levels of service provision in
those areas is the process driven by avail-
able revenues and the primary responsibility
right now for any city commissioner.

3} The “public safety model” needs to
be thoroughly and intelligently reviewed.
Having an independent consultant fay out
all the options in a fact-based, comparative
grid gives the City Commission the ability
to make knowledgeable, financially prudent
decisions for the long term. Not wedded to a
specific model. The consultant’s findings and
recommendations will determme my final
decisions.

4) As Plymouth’s demographics change,
(we are seeing a natural influx of younger
residents) that translates into a positive
continuation of family centered downtown
activity.

Regardless of the median age, there
continues to be a healthy respect for our
history, a desire for pedestrian friendly
multi-generational activity. That's what
makes Plymouth so special and an attractive
destination for non-residents.

Age: 56, Plymouth
resident 25 years.

Spouse: Married
26 years. Wife,
Barbara, PCCS ESL
teacher.

Chitdren: son,
Michael, daughter,
Kristen, both in col-
lege.

Profession: Ford
Motor Ce., financial

Gerald Sabatini

analyst, 31 years.
Colfege degrees: UDM 1975 BA, CMU

1994 MSA.

Government service: City Commission
2005-present. Zoning Board of Appeals
1991-2005, Chairman 8 years. Friends of
the Penn, Treasurer 2005-present. Charter
Review Committee 2002-2004. Planning
Commission 1995-1997. Zoning Rewrite
Committee 2001-2002. Sign Ordinance
Committee 1998-1999. Master Plan
Committee 1996-1997. Ann Arbor Road Study
Committee 1995-1996. Business Retention
Committee. 1995. Beautmcatlon Committee
1988-1990.

1) Serving the community defines who |
am as a person and as a responsible citizen
and leader in the community. | endorse the
DDA (Downtown Development Authority) and
the business district, have a high regard
for the planning and zoning process, and
support the Otd Village Association and the
Historic District. My goal is to continue my
commitment o enhance the positive aspects
of Plymouth and to respond to the concerns

. of the residents and businesses.

PAY BY THE SEASON:
Most Driveways

$169/season

Senior Citizen Discounts
Call (248) 235-5464

WINTER WEATHER FORECAST:

SNOW & IVE!

LAWN & SNOW KING, INC.
“We treat you...like Royalty!”
Seasonal Snow Plowing Services

OR

Per Storm Plowing Services

Call (248) 235-5464

WE OFFER QUICK RESPONSE 24/7 FOR EVERY SNOWSTORM!!!

NO UPS, NO EXTRAS, NO HIDDEN FEES!

PAY BY THE STORM:
Most Driveways

$20/per storm

Senior Citizen Discounts
Call (248) 235-5464

PRE-SEASON SPECIAL:
$25 OFF SEASONAL RATES

$5 OFF PER STORM RATES
OFFER EXPIRES 11/15/2009 « NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Why wait for the other guys to show up a day later
when the snow has already turned to ice?

Call (248) 235-5464

%%% Space Is Limited!
~ Call Today!

2) The single issue of importance is the
chalienge to maintain a balanced budget.
Due to the loss of taxable values and state
revenue sharing, cost savings will have to
be identified through the prioritization of
services, or through a study of joint agree-
ments with other municipalities. For the past
several years, the financial plan projected
no budget deficit. The collapse of the econo-
my has changed the projection. In addition,
during the past seven years, the state has
continued to slash revenye sharing. Revenue
sharing is the second-highest source of rev-
enue for the general fund.

3) I support the study of converting
from a joint public safety service to a city
public safety department. However, until
the financial and practical research datais
available for serious discussion, it is difficult
to estimate the cost savings and impact of
the service. Whife there is a strong desire for
the community to maintain a local identity
with public safety services, there must be a
reasonable understanding of the long term
financial plan when compared with a consoli-
dated or regionafized service model.

4) The expression "Positively Plymouth” con-
tinues to identify the unique charm and personal-
ity of Plymouth. The city is highly respected for
the excellent volunteer leadership, neighborhood
parks, personalized business and city services,
and an active downtown. While the basic charac-
ter of the city has evolved from farming and small
factories, into relaxing restaurants and enjoyable
downtown events, the one constant fiber of the
community - aside from the daily sound of a train
whistle - has been the friendly and family atmo-
sphere. With each new generation of residents
and husinesses, Plymouth has remained a great
place to live, work, and visit: Positively!
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