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State Representatives Dian
Slavens (D-Canton) and Marc
Corriveau (D-Northville) hold
a special town hall meeting 6-
8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9, at the
Canton Public Library, 1200 S.
Canton Center Road, for parents
to learn how to protect their chil-
dren from toxic toys and to have
their kids' toys and other products
tested for harmful chemicals.

The meeting features represen-
tatives from the Ann Arbor-based
Ecology Center who will perform
free testing on toys and other
children's products.

Slavens and Corriveau will also
discuss legislation that passed
the House earlier this year that
will protect children from toxic
chemicals.

For more information, residents
can call Slavens' office toll-free at
(888) 347-8021 or send an e-mail
to DianSlavens@house.mi.gov, or
call Corriveau's office toll-free at
(877) 208-4737 or send an e-mail
to MarcCorriveau@house.mi.gov

Canton Leisure Services hosts
the annual Trick or Treat Parade
through the Summit on the Park
4-7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30. Children
are encouraged to dress in cos-
tume if they'd like and follow the
Trick or Treat path from room to
room, each filled with fun sur-
prises and special treats.

The suggested ages are six and
under for the "Little Goblin's
Trail," and ages seven to 12 for
the newly added "Wizards and
Witches Trail."

For more information on the
Trick or Treat Parade, please
contact the Summit on the Park
at 734/394-5460. Information
about upcoming Canton Leisure
Services events can be found in
the Discover brochure or by visit-
ing cantonfun.org.

If you need help with your taxes,
the Internal Revenue Service is
offering a free Solution Saturday,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Nov. 7 at
477 Michigan Avenue, 20th floor,
Detroit, Mi 48226. Detroit is one
of only five cities selected for the
program. Foreclosure, bankrupt-
cy, payment plans, penalties, past-
due tax returns and other complex
tax issues can be a challenge for
taxpayers. Many of these issues
require contact with specific IRS
departments and tax experts.
Solution Saturday brings together
IRS employees from across the
agency to work face-to-face with
taxpayers to address unique tax
problems or issues.

Taxpayers are encouraged to
schedule appointments as soon as
possible by calling (313) 628-3120.
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Bridge building
Canton Township parks and facilities manager Brad Sharp notes that there are smaller trails cut by volunteers who ride mountain
bikes along the Lower Rouge River Recreation Trail. Canton Township officials say a network of wooden bridges connecting the trail
should be completed by Thanksgiving. For the full story and more photos, please see page A6.

Fright night
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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Some neighbors compete in deco-
rating their homes for Halloween, but
not Canton residents Jennifer King
and Jeff Peters.

They've worked together for four
years to add Halloween atmosphere to
their neighborhood near Cherry Hill
and Haggerty.

It's all there — a witch, a gargoyle,
ghouls, a skull, pumpkins, grave
markers, a skeleton, a coffin, strobe
lights, a fog machine — but nothing
too gory.

"It's just a kid-friendly yard that the
kids love," Peters said.

Longtime friends, Peters, who
lives with his parents, and King, a
mother of three, decided years ago
to work together to maximize their Neighbors for 10 years, Jeff Peters and Jennifer King have decorated for Halloween for
Halloween-decorating efforts. four years.

"We do this every year," King said.
"We've got tons of kids around here, and they love it."

The friends also decorate together at Christmastime.
"Jeffs more the Halloween guy, and I'm more the

Christmas girl," King said.
Elsewhere, Canton Township is gearing up for

Halloween by rolling out its Trick or Treat Parade
through Summit on the Park, 4-7 p.m. Friday.

Children are encouraged to attend in costume and fol-
low the path from room to room — each filled with what
the township Web site describes as "surprises and good-
ies."

Parents are responsible for the direct supervision of
their children.

The event has a suggested donation of $5 per Canton
family; the cost for non-resident families is $10. Jeff Peters and Jennifer King share the decorating between their homes.

Assault
suspect
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caugnt
Houston

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A man wanted in connec-
tion with the severe beating of
a woman in Canton has been
captured at the Houston, Texas,
airport, where police believe he
planned to flee the country for
Russia.

Quick action by township police
helped authorities nab the sus-
pect Tuesday evening in Houston,
where he was facing extradition
proceedings, Canton Detective
Sgt. Dave Schreiner said.

The 36-year-old man's iden-
tity hadn't been revealed, but
Schreiner said the suspect is
facing criminal charges here for
assault with intent to do great
bodily harm, punishable by 10
years in prison upon conviction,
and a lesser charge of aggravated
assault.

The charges stem from an inci-
dent that happened around 3 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 10, in what Schreiner
described as an industrial area near
Ronda Drive and Joy Road on the
township's north side. Police believe
the suspect lived in the Dearborn
area, while the 38-year-old victim
is from Hamtramck.

The pair, described by Schreiner
as acquaintances, drove to Canton
after the suspect told the woman
he wanted to show her a work-
place, but police said the outing
turned violent.

"She was pretty severely beaten
up," Schreiner said, adding that
the woman was found confused
and wandering around the area
following the assault.

The investigation was continu-
ing, but police said the assault
didn't appear sexual in nature.
The woman was taken to a local
hospital for treatment.

"She received treatment for seri-
ous injuries," Schreiner said, "but
they were not life-threatening."

Schreiner said an investigation
by Canton police indicated the sus-
pect had fled to Florida and then
to Houston, where it was believed
he was preparing to board a flight
Tuesday evening to flee to Russia.

However, authorities in Texas
intercepted the man and took
him into custody around 5 p.m.
Houston time.

It wasn't immediately known
Wednesday how quickly the
suspect might be returned to
Michigan to face criminal charges.
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Volunteers needed as Red Kettle campaign nears
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The folks at the Plymouth Salvation Army know
economic times around here are tough.

They just happen to think the people in the
community are tougher, and generous enough not
to let it affect them.

And based on recent history in the annual Red
Kettle Campaign, they might be right. After all,
last year's holiday campaign — the Army's biggest
fund-raiser — drew $244,000, nearly $10,000
more than the goal.

So this year, organizers are setting a goal of
$265,000 for the kettles. Including the other
components of the holiday fund-raiser — counter
kettles, mail-in donations and walk-in dona-
tions — the Salvation Army hopes to raise some
$315,000.

"It's ambitious, to a degree," Corps Officer Capt.
Jolene Hull said. "I've only been here a short time,
but I already feel like part of the community.
(Now) I'm looking forward to helping people fill
what they see as Christmas."

Toward that end, the Plymouth Salvation

HELPING THE NEEDY
In addition to the Red Kettle Campaign, the Plymouth
Salvation Army, which serves Plymouth, Canton,
Northville and Belleville:
• Bought some 300 brand-new coats for its annual
Coats for Kids program.
• Needs some 600 turkeys for its annual Thanksgiving
dinner program.
• Is taking applications for its Thanksgiving and
Christmas programs. Applicants must have proof of
residency, proof of income and identification for every-
one in the home.
For more information on any of these programs, call
(734)453-5464.

Army is looking for volunteers for the 2009 cam-
paign, which starts Nov. 13. Kettles will be set
up at 21 locations around the Salvation Army's
service area, which includes Plymouth, Canton,
Northville and Belleville.
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AROUND CANTON

"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will run
on a space-available basis. Send details
to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Skate for food
The Canton Goodfellows and

Skatin' Station II are partner-
ing in an effort to raise food for
charity.

"Skate on Your Can" food
drive takes place 6:30-8:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
Skatin' Station II, 8611 Ronda
in Canton. Skaters get ice time
for free with a donation of three
canned good or non-perishable
items. All proceeds go to Canton
Goodfellows.

For more information, visit
the Web site www.skatinsta-
tion2.com or call (734) 459-
6401.

BPW meets
The Canton Business &

8:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9, at
Palermo's Restaurant (dinner
is served), 44938 Ford Road in
Canton.

Guest speaker Gary Sackett, a
Canton attorney, will talk about
wills and trusts.

For more information and to
RSVP (by Nov. 6), contact June
Nicholas by e-mail at junenicho-
las@comcast.net or by calling
(313) 610-2561.

PCA auction
Officials at Plymouth

Christian Academy are inviting
the community to "MISSION
POSSIBLE," the school's annual
Fall Auction set for Friday, Nov.
20, in the school building at
43065 Joy Road in Canton.

The evening begins at 5:30
p.m. with a buffet pasta din-
ner and silent auction. The live
auction will begin at 7 p.m. and
will include such items as a ride
on the Red Wings Zamboni
complete with game tickets,
fabulous sports and vacation
packages, a ride on a B-17 Flying
Fortress at the Yankee Air
Museum, pearl sets made by
women who have been rescued
out of the human trafficking

Makeover, and much more.
Dress is casual.

Proceeds from this event will
go directly to support students
in the pursuit of a college prepa-
ratory, Biblical worldview edu-
cation. Join with others in our
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community to "ignite a child's
future!"

For more information, con-
tact PCA at 734-459-3505 or
www.plymouthchristian.org.

Corriveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at
Parthenon Coney Island, 39910
Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

McCotter staff hours
The staff of Congressman

Thaddeus McCotter (Michigan
District 11) conducts office
hours in Canton and Plymouth
Thursday, Nov. 5.

This time is set aside so that
the citizens served by the con-
gressman have the opportunity
to speak with a staff member for
assistance regarding any federal
issue that they might have.

able 9-10 a.m. at the Canton
Summit Senior Center, and then
12:30-1:30 p.m. at the Plymouth
District Library.

McCotter has two offices in
the district to serve his con-
stituents. The Livonia office
can be reached by calling (734)
632-0314 or the Milford office
is available at (248) 685-9495.
Any comments of a political
nature should be directed to the
office closest to you.

Newcomers Home
Business Expo

For their Nov. 4 general meet-
ing, the Canton Newcomers
will be opening the Sunflower
Clubhouse (45800 Hanford
Rd, Canton 48187) from 6:30-9
p.m. for members, friends, and
community neighbors to shop
with over a dozen member-run
businesses.

With Christmas around the
corner, the Newcomers recom-
mend you bring your list of who

Kiwanis officers
The Plymouth Canton Kiwanis Club installed their new officers at their Oct.
1 induction dinner. Officers are (from left) Char Briggs, Vice President;
Janet Ott, Secretary; Mark Ott, President; Debby Torzy, Treasurer. Kiwanis
is a global organization of volunteers serving the world one child, and one
community at a time. The Plymouth Canton Kiwanis provides dictionaries to
all Plymouth Canton Community School third graders, totaling over 1,400. It
is active with the Salvation Army, First Step and Youth Leadership Canton.
There are many opportunities to give back to your community and your
Kiwanis club is one of them. For more information visit the Club's Web site at
www.pckiwanis.org or call (734) 981-0460.

is naughty or nice, and get your
holiday shopping done early!

For more information, con-
tact Melanie Burzynski, (734)
207-3341.

Halloween bash
Plymouth-Canton Schools

has teamed up with High
Velocity Sports to sponsor a
Halloween Bash 12:30-3:30
p.m. Friday, Oct. 30. The event
will take place at High Velocity
Sports, 48245 Michigan Ave., in
Canton for ages 1-10 years old.

Activities will include several
Pinatas, costume contests, party
games, and Halloween music.

The cost is $5 per child in
advance, or $6 per child at the
door. Adults are free. Tickets
can be pre-purchased by calling
(734)487-7678.

For more information, con-
tact Elaine Matthews at (734)

487-7678.

Chiefettes clinic
The Canton Chiefettes are

hosting a Pom Pon Clinic for
kids ages 5-1411:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14, at the
Canton High School gym in the
Phase III building.

Kids will learn a pom routine
and a short dance routine. Cost
is $45 per child and includes
a T-shirt, poms and a snack.
Discounts are available for
additional siblings and for par-
ticipants of the August 29 clinic.
Parents are invited to watch
their daughters perform at 2:30
p.m. All girls attending are
invited to perform at a Canton
Varsity Basketball game Dec. 11.

Registration is from 11-11:30
a.m. the morning of the clinic.
Visit our Web site at www.
cantonchiefettes.com to pre-

register and save $5 before Nov.
13. Registration is limited to the
first 100 participants. .

For more information e-mail
pomclinic@cantonchiefettes.
com

Congregational Church
Fair

"Snow Fashioned Christmas,"
the theme of the 63rd church
Fair at the First Congregational
Church of Wayne, 2 Towne
Square, will be held Thursday
and Friday, Nov. 5-6 from 9
a.m.-8 p.m.

The Fair will feature the ,
Christmas Shop with many
handmade items for decorat-
ing your home or for gifts, the
Candy Booth with homemade
candies and sweets, and the
country store with home canned
vegetables, jellies and pickles.
The boutique offers handmade
quilts, sweaters, blankets and
muCii muic. vyluci aiiupa WMH

unique goods are the Specialties
Shop, the Secret Closet, Attic
Treasures/Book Store, Men's
Booth and the Variety Shop.

In addition, meals will be
served. Lunch (soup, salad,
sandwiches, cake and beverage)
will be served both Thursday
and Friday from 11 a.m.-l p.m.
Dinner will be served both days
from 5-7 p.m. On Thursday,
dinner will feature turkey or
ham, and on Friday it will
feature turkey dinner or Swiss
steak. Cost for meals is $8 for
adults, and $4 for children age
3-11.

Raffle tickets will be available
for a quilt made by the church's
quilters, a wooden bird house
made by a church member and
a doll house made by church
members. Tickets are $1 each or
six for $5.

The Coffee Shop is open from
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Come and enjoy
a cup of coffee or tea and some
goodies before and after you
shop.
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KETTLE
FROM PAGE A1

Officials say the need is
especially acute the first two
days of the campaign — Friday,
Nov. 13, and Saturday, Nov. 14.
The campaign will run through
Dec. 24.

The kettle locations
— including this year's newest
addition, the Canton Hobby
Lobby — will be manned some
12 hours a day, from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. Monday-Saturday.

"J.C. Penney was a great
location for their first time last
year," volunteer coordinator
Teresa Moriarty said. "We're
hoping for the same kind of
success for Hobby Lobby."

Moriarty said the drive's suc-
cess depends largely on the vol-
unteers who man the kettles.
She said some 800 volunteers
have already signed up on the
Salvation Army's data base
(www.ringbell.org).

Service organizations are
also already lining up for their
annual contribution of time.

"I'm surprised by how many
people have already jumped on
board the bandwagon to get
their sites," Moriarty said. "It's
really quite amazing."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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West Middle School student Danielle Drechnowicz of Canton collected a minivan full of nonperishable food she and
her parents delivered to the Detroit Rescue Mission.

Student gathers food to benefit rescue mission
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Inspired by a church camp
she attended, a 12-year-old
Canton girl collected a mini-
van full of nonperishable food
she and her parents delivered
Monday afternoon to the
Detroit Rescue Mission.

Danielle Drechnowicz, a
sixth-grader at West Middle
School in Plymouth, proved
that one young girl can make a
difference in helping the hun-
gry and the homeless.

"I just felt like I should do it
to help other people," she said.

Danielle, who attends
Northridge Church in
Plymouth Township, attended
a SpringHill Camps retreat a
few weeks ago in Evart and
returned with an idea to help
those less fortunate than she is.

She distributed fliers in
mailboxes around her neigh-
borhood and spread the word
in her class resource room at
West Middle School about her

food drive.
"We're extremely proud and

touched by what she did," her
mother, Diane Drechnowicz,
said. "This was her own idea."

Last Friday, Danielle col-
lected bags of food brought
to school by teachers and
classmates, and Saturday she
pulled a wagon to gather up
nonperishables donated by her
neighbors.

Her father, Paul Drechnowicz,
drove his Chrysler minivan
to help her, and when she col-.
lected a wagon full of food, she
transferred the donations to the
vehicle and continued on with
her wagon.

Monday afternoon, her par-
ents picked her up at school,
and they took her to the
Detroit Rescue Mission, where
she turned over what she had
collected.

"We're beyond proud," Paul
Drechnowicz said. "We're a
lot more fortunate than a lot
of people, so it's important to
give back to the community.

She did this out of the kind-
ness of her own heart. She did
it because she wanted to make
a difference."

Saturday was national Make
a Difference Day, so Danielle's
project was timely.

Danielle didn't seek atten-
tion for her good deeds.
Rather, it was one of her
neighbors, Kathy Ellison, who
called the Observer to report
her good deeds.

"I thought it was pretty
remarkable for a 12-year-old to
come up with that idea on her
own and have the fortitude to
follow through with all of it,"
Ellison said. "I just thought it
was really wonderful."

Danielle said she is thankful
for everyone who helped make
her food drive a success.

"I was very happy to see how
much everybody donated," she
said. "Some people gave like
two bags or boxes away. It was
really amazing/'

dclem@hometownlife.com (313) 222-2238
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single vision, lined bifocals or
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We Accept Most Vision Care Plans.

Northland Lakeside Westland Twelve Oaks
248-443-4520 586-566-2766 734-458-5588 248-344-6994

Oakland
248-597-2956

*
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progressives, specialty lenses and lens options are additional. Designer sunglass frames not included. Complete pair purchase required.

"Selected designer frames 25% off. Some special orders excluded. See optician for details. Cannot be combined with
any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Selection varies by location. Not valid where prohibited by law.

tEye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry.

Offer ends November 5,2009.

For the location nearest you, call 1 -888-889-EYES

Patterson won't run for attorney general
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

State Sen. Bruce Patterson,
saying he needs to focus his
attention on Michigan's belea-
guered economy, rising unem-
ployment, budget woes and
other problems, has suspended
his exploratory campaign for
attorney general.

Patterson, R-Canton, said
he appreciates the support
he received for the position,
including a strong endorse-
ment from the Wayne
11th District Republican
Committee, but he said the
timing isn't right for the cam-
paign.

"Michigan's economy is
struggling, we have a 15.3 per-
cent unemployment rate, our
budget has a structural deficit,
the U.S. dollar is in jeopardy of
being replaced as the world's
currency, which means there
won't be any future bailouts
or stimulus money because we
face dramatic spikes in infla-
tion and precipitous increases
in interest rates," Patterson
said, "and Michigan faces
major policy demands, includ-
ing enactment of a long-term
energy plan.

State Sen. Bruce Patterson of
Canton has suspended his campaign
for Michigan attorney general.

"Addressing these issues
in the time I have remaining
as a state senator is far more
important than seeking higher
office to further my personal
ambitions," he said in a state-
ment.

His district includes
Canton, Plymouth, Plymouth
Township, Northville
Township and part of
Northville, along with 11 other
communities.

Patterson is term-limited
m the state Senate after his
second four-year term expires
at the end of 2010. He earlier
had indicated he was "kicking
around the idea" of a bid for
attorney general, calling it a
"logical progression for me."

He is the senior attorney in
the Michigan Senate and pre-
viously served two terms in the

slate House, where he became
the first freshman legislator
elected as associate speaker
pro tempore. He also served as
majority floor leader.

Patterson also previously
served on the Wayne County
Commission and is an induct-
ee in the Canton Township
Hall of Fame.

A statement from Patterson's
office noted that one potential
stumbling block for his attor-
ney general campaign was
that some viewed him as too
fiscally conservative and that
his opposition to using federal
stimulus dollars to temporarily
maintain state spending levels
might prove unpopular.

"I suspect those votes might
have ultimately proven to be
detrimental to my candidacy,"
he said, "but I could not sup-
port spending our grandchil-
dren's futures. Michigan is
spel iu ing LOO IJIUCJU a n u nets
lived beyond its means for too
long. We must put Michigan's
financial house in order."

Patterson didn't rule out a
future bid for attorney general
but said, "The stars are just not
in alignment at this time."

dclem@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2238

Local funeral home offers help to victims of alleged scam
BY KEN ABRAMCZYK

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A funeral home in Livonia
has offered to take care of cus-
tomers of the former Ziomek
Funeral Home who lost money
on prepaid contracts with that
funeral home.

Harry J. Will Funeral Home,
37000 Six Mile, and two other
locations at 25450 Plymouth
in Redford and 34567
Michigan Ave. in Wayne, will
accept contracts from Ziomek
and offer funeral services
and use of the funeral home,
according to general manager
Nelson Thulin.

Earlier this month, Canton

residents Christopher and
Nancy Ziomek, former owners
of the Ziomek Funeral Home,
were charged with two counts
of embezzlement greater than
$50,000 but less than $100,000,
three counts of embezzlement by
an agent or trustee greater than
$1,000 but less than $20,000,

and funeral contracts-conver-
sion. A preliminary examination
is scheduled for Nov. 10 in 16th
District Court.

Law enforcement investi-
gators believe the Ziomeks
obtained more than $230,000
from victims between 1998
and 2007.
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CRIME WATCH

Cash swiped in restaurant heist
Police, hospital team for drug seminar

4 An owner arriving at the Canton Family
I Restaurant around 6:40 a.m. Friday found

that it had been broken into overnight. The
eatery is located on Hanford east of Canton
Center.

The owner told police his son had locked
the restaurant the night before. He also told
police he noticed that a window on the south
side of the restaurant had been broken. He
said a file cabinet inside the office had been
ransacked but it didn't appear anything was
missing, although money had been taken
from a cash register.

All of the doors of the restaurant were
locked when he arrived.

Armed robbery
v; Canton police are investigating an armed
*i-• robbery that occurred about 8:30 p.m.
Friday at Beauty First, a business on Ford
Road east of Lilley.

Authorities had not released any further
information this week, saying the investiga-
tion was continuing.

Home invasion
,, A man reported that he and his wife

' returned to their home on Harsdale,
northeast of Cherry Hill and Sheldon, and
found all of the jewelry they kept in the mas-
ter bedroom closet had been removed from
boxes and pushed under their bed. The inci-
dent happened between 5 p.m. Sunday and
just after midnight Monday.

The man told police he didn't think much
about it because he was tired, but the next
morning he noticed that his front door was
unlocked. He then went to his garage and
noticed that his tennis shoes were miss-
ing. He also noticed the side entry door of
the garage had been kicked in. After a more
thorough check of his house, he said a coin
jar also had been taken from the master bed-
room.

Garage intruder
•i A woman told police she came home
'from a video store around 9 p.m. Sunday,

parked her 2006 Chevrolet Trailblazer in
the attached garage of her home, and her
husband's 2009 Chevrolet Cobalt was parked
in the driveway. Around 7 a.m. Sunday, the
couple noticed the garage door was halfway
raised and that both their vehicles had been
entered.

The couple lives on Deer Creek, northeast
of Palmer and 1-275. The couple told police
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missing items included children's wallets,
which had been left in the center console of
the Cobalt, and both garage door openers
were gone, one from each car.

It didn't appear the intruder had entered
the home.

Driveway daring-do
A Canton woman told police she and
her husband went to bed just after mid-

night Monday and that both of their vehicles
were parked in the driveway of the home on
Emerald Pines, northwest of Palmer and
Lotz. The next morning, the woman found the
garage door open, and the garage door remote
was missing from each of the vehicles.

However, she told police her husband's car
keys and GPS unit hadn't been taken from
one of the unlocked vehicles. The couple also
checked their garage and noticed that two
jewelry boxes containing costume jewelry had
been moved, but it didn't appear anything
was missing.

Police advised the couple to manually dis-
engage their garage door until they could buy
new remotes.

Stolen Sebring
•^ A woman told police her 2005 Chrysler
< Sebring was stolen between 6:45 a.m.

Friday and 10:45 p.m. Monday from her
apartment on Village Green, northwest of
Cherry Hill and Haggerty. She said she had
rented a different vehicle over the weekend to
drive to a wedding and later noticed that her
car was missing.

- Compiled by Darrell Clem from
Canton Police Department reports.

The Canton Police
Department has partnered
with Saint Joseph Mercy
Health

System to offer the class,
Drugs 101: What Parents Want
to Know.

This popular class will be
presented 10 times over the
next eight months by educa-
tors from Saint Joseph Mercy
Health System staff and
Canton Police Department's
Community Relations
Sergeant Mark Gajeski.
Together they will educate
parents on the

signs, symptoms and cur-
Fcut iF6Xiu.S Oi aiCOnOi, vOuaCCG,

inhalants, marijuana and
other drugs teens may use.

Legal consequences and long
term implications will also be
addressed.

Features of this interactive
class include a mock teenager's
bedroom set up for parents
to observe and attempt to
identify the obvious and
not-so-obvious drug related
paraphernalia. Throughout
the presentation, more than
70 drug and alcohol indicators
will be unveiled to show how
some adolescents hide drug
and alcohol use from their par-
ents. Information presented is
intended to empower parents
with knowledge to spot warn-
ing signs of drug use.

"It will be a unique oppor-
tunity to present this valuable
information in conjunction
with health care profession-
als," Gajeski said. "I am look-
ing forward to working with
parents in the community who
are interested in playing an
active role in drug prevention
and intervention for their chil-
dren."

Participating parents and
guardians can expect to gain
valuable information on facts
about drug use; knowledge
about how drugs affect the
body; tools to identify drug use;
and skills to engage their child
I I I k/Ull V t-1 OCtUlUlld ttl/WUt VJ.J. "£,O.

"Drugs 101: What parents
want to know" is being made
possible by grant money
received from the Edward
Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grant (Bryne
JAG)1 program included in
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

This is a two-hour class
for adults only who reside in
Canton or its surrounding
communities. Register for
this free program at www.
sjmercyhealth.org, click on
Classes and Events. Additional
information can be obtained
by calling the Saint Joseph
Mercy Health System, (734)
398-7518, or the Canton Police
Department, (734) 394-5424.

Dates and locations of the
adult-only presentations are
listed below:

• Thursday, Oct. 15, 6:30
p.m. - Pioneer Middle School
Cafeteria, Plymouth

• Thursday, Nov. 12,1 p.m.
- St. John Neumann Church,
Canton

• Tuesday, Nov. 17, 6:30 p.m.
- Discovery Middle School
Cafeteria, Canton

• Tuesday, Dec. 15, 6:30
p.m. - Bentley Elementary
Cafeteria, Canton

• Wednesday, Jan. 13,10
a.m. - Summit on the Park,
Chestnut Room, Canton

- Farrand Elementary Gym,
Plymouth

9 Saturday, March 6,10 a.m.
- Plymouth Public Library,
Plymouth

• Tuesday, March 23, 6:30
p.m. - Fiegel Elementary Gym,
Plymouth

• Tuesday, April 27, 6:30
p.m. - Field Elementary Gym,
Canton

• Thursday, May 13, 6:30
p.m. - Summit on the Park,
Chestnut Room, Canton

Any group interested in
hosting a Drugs 101: What
Parents Need to Know pro-
gram can call Saint Joseph
Mercy Health System at
734/398-7518 or e-mail heal-
thed@trinity-health.org.

Canton sergeants complete command class
Two command officers from

Canton Police Department
have successfully completed
Eastern Michigan University's
Police Staff and Command
Class, consisting of 40 com-
mand officers from police
departments around the state.

Sergeant James Harrison
and Sergeant Patrick Sullivan,
both 18-year veterans with
the department, participated
in the graduation ceremony

Harrison Sullivan

held on Friday, Oct. 16, at
Canton's Summit on the Park.

EMU's Police Staff and

Command School is held 40-
hours per week, once a month,
for 10 months. This extensive
training program is focused
on the management, planning,
analysis and administration of
police departments and their
personnel.

The school is a combination
of both lectures and hands-on
activities, with much of the
training focused around group
decision-making.

Let's Build Something Together
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Runners, walkers and bicyclists will get to enjoy the Wayne County Lightfest
as part of the light show's opening events.

Sign up now for annual
Liahtfest Fun Run/Walk

Time is running out to
sign up for the 13th annual
13th annual Wayne County
Lightfest 8K Fun Run/Walk
Tuesday, Nov. 17.

Runners and walkers will
have an opportunity to travel the
Lightfest display route on foot
beginning at 7 P-m. Bicycling
enthusiasts will have a chance to
Bike through the Lights at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 18.

Participants will be among
the first to view the wonder-
ful displays, which include
an enchanting Celebration
of Lights arch, Cecil Magic
Dragon, a large waving polar
bear with cubs, an animated
Old Glory, animated snow-
flake arches and more.

There will be post race food
for both events, along with free
long sleeve T-shirts and glow
necklaces. Registration prior to
October 31 is $18. After that, the
fee is $20 in advance for adults
and $25 on race day. High school
students and younger pay $12.

Both events will take place
in the Hines Park-Merriman
Hollow area at Merriman
and Hines Drive in Westland.
Registration forms are available
online at www.waynecountyp-
arks.org or can be picked up at
the Nankin Mills Interpretive
Center in Westland or Total
Runner store in Southgate.

For more information, call
the Wayne County Parks
events at (734) 261-1990.
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Whalers turn pink into 'green' with annual cancer benefit
Plymouth Whalers officials

are calling the second annual
Pink Out! For Breast Cancer
Awareness - held last Saturday
against the Belleville Bulls - "a
success on many levels."

The Whalers hammered
Belleville, 6-1, at Compuware
Arena. Tyler Seguin rebound-
ed from being held off the
scoresheet for two straight
games to score two goals with
two assists as the game's first
star.

The Whalers wore specially
designed pink jerseys for the
game that were auctioned off.
Fans were able to bid anywhere
between $200 and $1,200
for the distinctive jerseys. As
expected, Seguin's game-worn
jersey garnered the highest bid.

Not only did the Whalers
wear distinctive jerseys, they
went as a team to get their hair
dyed pink earlier in the week.
With Lucky Hair Company in

Canton providing the materi-
als and expertise, every Whaler
player received pink hair, with
mixed results.

"Some of them are pretty
funny," Whalers veteran Ryan
Hayes admitted. "There's
everything from Mohawks
to mullets. The best one is
Michal Jordan. He has a good
Mohawk."

It's one thing to get your
hair dyed pink, but it's another
when the hair is dyed mid-week
and you have to go to school
and play in Kitchener before
the event. That was what
most of the younger Whalers
- who attend high school at
Plymouth-Canton Educational
Park-did.

"We did the same thing last
year," said Plymouth defense-
man Leo Jenner. "Doing this
a couple of days before raises
awareness. People get to see
you out in public and it raises

WALT DMOCH

Belleville's Matt Tipoff (left), breast cancer survivors Sandy Schoenheide,
Leza Ivezaj and Blanche Mack and Plymouth's Tyler Seguin participate in a
ceremonial puck drop Saturday.

questions. We can tell the pub-
lic why we're doing it and sup-
port the cause at the same time.
(In the end) that's what it's all
about."

Contributing sponsors to the
Whalers Pink Out! included
Meijer, Stautzenberger Institute
of Livonia and Lucky Hair
Company.

Energized by over 2,700
cheering fans, three amazing
women who battled against
breast cancer, and won, walked
together to center ice to drop
the ceremonial puck. Leza
Ivezaj of Lucky Hair Co. and
Blanche Mack and Sandy
Schoenheide from Meijer were
honored for their courage and
strength against this disease.

The Whalers tripled their
proceeds from 2008, with
their limited game-worn jersey
auction, Chuck-A Puck promo-
tion and 50/50 raffle total-
ing $8,000. A check will be
presented to the Barbara Ann
Karmanos Cancer Institute on
behalf of the Whalers team,
staff and fans, officials said.

In some ways, the event was
a typical OHL game, with
plenty of goals and even a fight
between Plymouth's A. J. Jenks
and Belleville's Tyler Taylor.
But there was a palatable

change in the vibe in the game.
Women, girls, men and

boys all sported pink in some
fashion. The linesmen (Matt
Prozaki and Chris Thornton)
along with referee Joe Celestine
wore pink jerseys. The
Plymouth coaching staff- Mike
Vellucci, Joe Stefan and Brian
Sommariva - all wore pink ties.

"Like last year, we are still
in awe of the incredible sup-
port and enthusiasm this event
generated in our community,"
said Denise Ronayne, Plymouth
Whalers Sales and Marketing
Director. "We saw a lot of
smiles as fans cheered on the
Whalers - but most important-
ly, cheered on someone in their
life affected by breast cancer.
It was a great night all around.
Soon we'll start thinking about
how we'll "go pink" next year to
keep the event fresh for our fans
and continue to grow our dona-
tions for KCI."
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managing finances
BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

It's not often a school district
gets a letter grade for financial
management, but that's what the
Wayne-Westland Community
Schools has received from its
auditors.

"We would have to give the
district's audit process an A
grade," said Jeff Higgins of Plante
Moran, the district's auditing
firm. "Our opinion is a state-
ment on the financial position
of the district and our opinion is
an unqualified or clean opinion,
the highest assurance we can
provide."

Higgins along with auditor
Nathan Troyer went before the
school board Monday evening to
present the results of an audit of
the 2008-2009 budget year and
to talk about the effect the state's
budget crisis is having on the
school district.

For the sixth straight year,
the district's general fund bal-
ance decreased from $13 million
in 2008 to $10.6 million. The
general fund had revenues of
$115 million and expenditures of
$115.9 million.

According to Deputy
Superintendent Gary Martin,
local tax revenue dropped by
$170,000 and interest income
was down $115,000, a reflection
on declining funding.

On the expenditure side, health
care costs were down $700,00,
due in part to the district's self
insured program and workman's

. compensation, a 13 percent drop
in utilities and a cut in outside
contracting by $250,000.

According to Troyer, the school
district receives 91 percent of its
revenue from the state. The prob-
lems with the state's economy,
future prorations of school aid
payments and future retirement
fund contributions create finan-
cial uncertainties for the district
going forward.

Troyer said the district will
pay 16.54 percent or $13,757, of
an employee's salary to the state
retirement system this year and
that percentage will continue to
rise. He added that the district
will also see health care costs
increase.

"The district doesn't receive 18
percent of its revenue until after
the end of the budget year, that's
cause for financial difficulties for
the district," he said. "There's also
been a decrease in the fund bal-
ance over the last six years. The
fund balance decrease is a state-
wide trend."

The district has seen its fund
balance drop yearly since 2003
when it hit a high of $23.1 mil-
lion. The auditors estimate that
by the end of the current budget
year, that balance will be $3.7
million, roughly $600,000 more
than what it had on hand in 1996.

That $10.2 million represents
9-08 percent of expenditures
and would allow the district to
operate for 16 school days or 33
calendar days. That's well under
the statewide average of 13.35
percent.
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