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A wine and food tasting to
raise funds for the Canton
Goodfellows, Open Door
Ministries and the Leadership
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Fund is set for 7-9 P-ni. Friday,
Nov. 6, at Waltonwood at Cherry
Hill.

There will be approxi-
mately 20 wine tables with a
wide variety of red and white
wines. An assortment of hors
d'oeuvres is also included in
the ticket price. Space is lim-
ited to 300 guests. Tickets
are $35 in advance, and, if
available, $40 at the door.
Tickets can be purchased at
Holiday Market and the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.

The event is sponsored by
Holiday Market, Waltonwood at
Cherry Hill and the Leadership
Canton Alumni Association in
cooperation with the Canton
Chamber of Commerce and
Charter Township of Canton.

For more information, call the
Canton Chamber of Commerce,
( 734) 453-4040, or the Canton
Supervisor's office, (734) 394-
5185.

Canton Leisure Services
host the annual Trick or Treat
Parade through the Summit on
the Park 4-7 p.m. Friday, Oct.
30. Children are encouraged to
dress in costume if they'd like
and follow the Trick or Treat
path from room to room, each
filled with fun surprises and
special treats.

The suggested ages are 6 and
under for the "Little Goblin's
Trail," and ages 7 to 12 for the
newly added "Wizards and
Witches Trail."

For more information contact
the Summit on the Park at (734)
394-5460.

State Representative Dian
Slavens (D-Canton) is host-
ing an informational town
hall meeting on Monday, Oct.
26, at 6:30 p.m. in Canton for
residents to learn how mass
transit and public transporta-
tion options can create jobs and
grow the economy in Western
Wayne County.

Topics to be covered by guest
presenters include high-speed
rail, light rail and bus rapid
transit, including Slavens; state
Rep. Marie Donigan (D-Royal
Oak), a member of the House
Transportation Committee;
Carmine Palombo, Southeast
Council of Governments; and
John Swatosh of the Regional
Transit Coordinating Council.

The town hall meeting takes
place at the Summit on the Park
Community Center Professional
Development Center, 46000
Summit Parkway in Canton.
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Retiring Canton Police Officer Keith Lazar reflects on his career.

Longest-serving officer retires having seen it all

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Somebody had to catch it so Officer Keith Lazar

bagged a 7-foot python found behind a Canton
shopping plaza.

BY DARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

He has captured a 7-foot python, investigated the grisly
murder of a woman whose body was locked in a basement
freezer, helped make a particularly crime-plagued neigh-
borhood safer, and watched as Canton farmland evolved
into bustling neighborhoods.

It seems Keith Lazar — currently the township's lon-
gest-serving police officer — has earned his retirement
after 29 years on the job.

"I've enjoyed the job immensely," said Lazar, a 52-year-
old patrol officer who retires Nov. 6. "I would do it all
over again."

Lazar was hired Aug. 4,1980. It was the same year
Detroit hosted the Republican National Convention won
by Ronald Reagan, Taxi captured television's Emmy for
best comedy show, and Kool and the Gang proved with
Celebration that disco wasn't quite dead.

P|ease s e e L A Z A R , A2

change in
BY BRAD KADR1CH

.OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As the cuts get deeper into his district's per-
pupil foundation grant, Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Superintendent Dr. Craig
Fiegel thinks it's becoming more important to
look at the way that money is disbursed.

Faced with the latest announcement by Gov.
Jennifer Granholm that she'll take another $127
per pupil away from districts if the Legislature
doesn't find another way in 30 days, Fiegel
renewed a call for revision of the formula for
distributing the money.

"I think the formula is inequitable," said
Fiegel, in his second year at Plymouth-Canton,
where he came from an Illinois district. "They
fund schools at different levels for no appar-
ent reason, outside of that's where they were 15
years ago when the formula went into place."

latest cut

Canton
new
legal Is

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In a move to rein in outside attorney fees and
streamline legal functions, Canton's elected offi-
cials have created a new managerial-level posi-
tion similar to what some communities already
have in place.

The job — manager of legal services and con-
tract administration — will pay between $83,344
and $108,348 a year.

I l l it !§i fill?
Is Canton in a financial

position to create this

new job? E-mail your

opinion to bkadrich®

hometownlifexom

It isn't certain when
the appointed post,
created Tuesday by
the Canton Township
Board of Trustees,
will be filled and the
salary set.

The new manager
will work closely with
township officials and department directors to
oversee legal work such as potential litigation,
contractual issues and legal matters involving
outside vendors who do business with Canton.

"I know it will (reduce legal costs)," Trustee Pat
Williams said. "There needs to be a gate-keeper,
and this individual will play that role to sort out
the quick, easy answers. I'm strongly in favor of
it."

Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy said depart-
ment heads and managers have long faced chal-
lenges to decide when legal issues need resolving
by outside attorneys — often resulting in a cum-
bersome process plagued by unnecessary fees
and duplication of work.

"The use of a manager of legal services and
contract administration would greatly enhance
the township board in making recommendations
and aiding departments in developing language
for bids, contracts and policies," LaJoy said.

Officials said the new manager will have a set
salary, rather than current practices in which
legal fees start mounting every time a telephone
call is made for an attorney's advice. That said,
many issues still will be handled by outside law-
yers.

"I do believe there will be a savings," Williams
said, because township staff will have "one-stop
shopping5' for legal matters.

During Tuesday's township board session,
Trustee John Anthony asked one township-hired
attorney, Tim Cronin, if he might be interested
in applying for the job. Anthony called Cronin "a
lawyer's lawyer" and "the best I've seen."

Cronin politely deflected Anthony's question.
Cronin, addressing the township board

Tuesday, said he believes the decision to create
a legal manager can prove helpful to Canton.
However, he cautioned local officials to allow a
learning curve for whomever is hired; otherwise,
he said, "you're setting it up for failure."

Township Human Resources Manager David
Medley said the new position will be advertised,
and candidates will be asked to fill out question-
naires before finalists are called in to appear
before an oral interview board.

Medley will eventually narrow the field to
three candidates, and LaJoy will choose an
appointee from those. Medley said it's possible
the job may not be filled until early next year,
depending on how long the process takes.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313)222-2238
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The latest cuts announced this week by
Granholm come on the heels of a previous cut
of $165 per pupil. The combined cuts, if they
become effective, would strip Plymouth-Canton
of some $5.5 million from its budget.

The cuts are across the board, so that districts
at the lower end of the funding spectrum are
losing just as much cash as those at the higher
end. However, as a percentage of their budgets,
those districts are hurt more by the cuts.

That's what Fiegel would like to see changed.
"I think they need to look at the formula, and

how they tax to get the revenue to fund schools,"
Fiegel said. "A good formula would have a mix
of property, income and sales tax, so that when
one's down maybe it doesn't affect all of them.

"Now, in this economy, that might not be the
case," he added. "But generally you're not asking-
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New spinal
decompression
therapy! Alleviate back
pain without surgery.
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once source to fund every-
thing."

The cuts will cause admin-
istrators to comb the budget
again, something they'd
already done — more than
once — in trying to cover the
initial cuts.

Fiegel said administrators
were comfortable they could
survive the first wave of cuts.

"We felt like we were in a
position within our budget
that we could tighten up ...
we had more students, so that
impact was lessened a little," •
Fiegel said. "We felt we could
hold the line on some things,
and probably use some cash
reserves to meet that need, and

we'd be OK this year. The chal-
lenge would be getting it out of
future budgets."

But with deeper cuts come
deeper problems, leaving the
district to either cut programs
or dip deeper into its fund
balance. But Fiegel said doing
that to survive this year's cuts
only delays the inevitable if
nothing else changes.

"The more you have to do
that this year, the less flexibil-
ity you have next year. It just
makes the job that much more
difficult," Fiegel said. "We
could weather the storm for a
year. Using some of that at this
point is reasonable, but it's not
a good practice. If you use your
savings account, that's one-
time dollars. You don't get that
again."

bkadrichihometownlife.com | (313)222-8899
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Fresh Ground Beef

CHUCK
Family
PackLimit 2 with

Additional
$10.00
Purchase

Boneiess

NEW YORK
STRIP
© Steak Value Pack

Bone-In

CENTER CUT
PORK
CHOPS

Boneless

STEW

BUTTERFLY
PORK

Skinless Boneless

CHICKEN $199
BREAST I
Boneless A

ENGLISH CUT 9
ROAST
2 Roast Value Pack

2 lb/

FRESH SLICED FROM THE DELI

Lipari
WEN ROASTED

TURKEY
BREAST

"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will run
on a space-available basis. Send details
to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

First Step program
Judith Barr, Associate

Director of First Step, will pres-
ent a program on domestic vio-
lence on Oct. 29,2-3 p.m. at the
Canton Public Library.

First Step is a local resource
offering free services to indi-
viduals affected by domestic
violence and sexual assault.
October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month and First
Step believes that prevention
and awareness are key compo-
nents to ending violence in our
communities.

This program will be held in
the library's Purple Room. It is
free, no registration is required.
For more information, visit
www.firststep-mi.org or www.
cantonpl.org.

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road in Canton.

McCotter staff hours
The staff of Congressman

Thaddeus McCotter (Michigan
District 11) conducts office
hours in Canton and Plymouth
Thursday, Nov. 5.

This time is set aside so that
the citizens served by the con-
gressman have the opportunity
to speak with a staff member
for assistance regarding any
federal issue that they might
have.

McCotter's staff will be avail-
able 9-10 a.m. at the Canton
Summit Senior Center, and
then 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the
Plymouth District Library.

McCotter has two offices in
the district to serve his con-
stituents. The Livonia office
can be reached by calling (734)
632-0314 or the Milford office
is available at (248) 685-9495.
Any comments of a political
nature should be directed to the
office closest to you.

Halloween bash
Plymouth-Canton Schools

has teamed up with High
Velocity Sports to sponsor a
Halloween Bash 12:30-3:30
p.m. Friday, Oct. 30. The event

Marathon madness
At least two teams of local folks had what they called "great friends having
a fun time" in the Detroit Free Press Marathon. The friends divided into relay
teams of men (The Vipers) and women (the Kit Kats) to complete the 26.2-mile
race. Pictured are (top, from left) Daniel Kight, Chris Forney and Brian Kight;
(middle, from left) Kelly Wessner, Vic Avram, Allison Kight, Jackie Kight, David
McGrath and Tammy Forney; and (front) Eileen Avram and Amy McGrath.

will take place at High Velocity
Sports, 48245 Michigan Ave., in
Canton for ages 1-10 years old.

Activities will include sev-
eral Pinatas, costume contests,
party games, and Halloween
music.

The cost is $5 per child in
advance, or $6 per child at the
door. Adults are free. Tickets
can be pre-purchased by calling
(734) 487-7678.

For more information, con-
tact Elaine Matthews at (734)
487-7678.

Chiefettes clinic
The Canton Chiefettes are

hosting a Pom Pon Clinic for
kids ages 5-1411:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14, at the
Canton High School gym in the
Phase III building.

Kids will learn a pom routine
and a short dance routine. Cost
is $45 per child and includes
a T-shirt, poms and a snack.
Discounts are available for
additional siblings and for
participants of the August 29
clinic. Parents are invited to
watch their daughters perform
at 2:30 p.m. All girls attend-
ing are invited to perform at a
Canton Varsity Basketball game
Dec. 11.
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You may be eligible to participate if you:

• Are at least 18 years old
• Are in general good health

• Have not had cancer in the past 5 years
o Have not had a heart attack or stroke in the

last 6 months

[f you are interested in participating in this research study,
please call a member of our research team at

'734) 930-3700 or toll free at (888) 254-6748 or visit
ww w.cii n.site.coiii

We are currently enrolling volunteers in the following studies:

-tiypertem
w

-Ragweed A Hergies

^Subjects will be compensated for time and travel*
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imi Research Division of! HA

24 Frank Lloyd Wright Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48106
734.930.3700 or www.clinsite.com

Registration is from 11-
11:30 a.m. the morning of the
clinic. Visit our Web site at
www.cantonchiefettes.com
to pre-register and save $5
before Nov. 13. Registration
is limited to the first 100 par-
ticipants.

For more information e-mail
pomclinic@cantonchiefettes.
com

Skate for food
The Canton Goodfellows and

Skatin' Station II are partner-
ing in an effort to raise food for
charity.

"Skate on Your Can" food
drive takes place 6:30-8:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
Skatin' Station II, 8611 Ronda
in Canton. Skaters get ice time
for free with a donation of three
canned good or non-perish-
able items. All proceeds go to
Canton Goodfellows.

For more information, visit
the Web site www.skatinsta-
tion2.com or call (734) 459-
6401.

Congregational Church
Fair

"Snow Fashioned Christmas,"
the theme of the 63rd church

Fair at the First Congregational
Church of Wayne, 2 Towne
Square, will be held Thursday
and Friday, Nov. 5-6 from 9
a.m.-8 p.m.

The Fair will feature the
Christmas Shop with many
handmade items for decorat-
ing your home or for gifts,
the Candy Booth with home-
made candies and sweets, and
the country store with home
canned vegetables, jellies and
pickles. The boutique offers
handmade quilts, sweaters,
blankets and much more. Other
shops with unique goods are
the Specialties Shop, the Secret
Closet, Attic Treasures, Book
Store, Men's Booth and the
Variety Shop.

In addition, meals will be
served. Lunch (soup, salad,
sandwiches, cake and beverage)
will be served both Thursday
and Friday from 11 a.m.-l p.m.
Dinner will be served both days
from 5-7 p.m. On Thursday,
dinner will feature turkey or
ham, and on Friday it will
feature turkey dinner or Swiss
steak. Cost for meals is $8 for
adults, and $4 for children age
3-11.

Raffle tickets will be available
for a quilt made by the church's
quilters, a wooden bird house
made by a church member and
a doll house made by church
members. Tickets are $1 each or
six for $5.

The Coffee Shop is open from
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Come and enjoy
a cup of coffee or tea and some
goodies before and after you
shop.

Craft show
St. Thomas a'Becket Church,

located at 555 S. Lilley in
Canton, is accepting applica-
tions for its annual Christmas
Craft Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5.

All interested crafters should
e-mail stabcraftshow@yahoo.
com or call (734) 981-1333.

Corriveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at
Parthenon Coney Island, 39910
Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

When you leave home, your pet doesn't have to

Insured, Bonded, Pet Tech Certified
- References Available

Pet Sitting, Dog Training, Dog Walking

1©% Discount for New Clients
15% Discount for lefeirals

Monthly Specials
Servicing Plymouth, Northville, Canton,

Livonia and Ann Arbor

e-mail: tail-wag@msn.com
Website: www.piatinumpetservice.com

24MPG
8 Passenger

Seating

'We are Professional Grade"

If
Lease Payment I B p i i J ^ i g p mo./48 mo. lease

ZERO DOWN PAYMENT

14949 Sheldon Rd.» Plymouth, Ml t j j
(bet.M-14&5MileRoad) «

www.jeannotte.com
*Due at delivery 1st payment + tax, title, plates and doc. 12,000 miles per year. GM employee and eligible •• •:
family members. All rebates to dealer. OEO8876OSI ; • i

Gutter Guards of America
Your Home Protection System

With Every Gutter Guard System

This is a limited offer and expires 11-15-09

only '—i~r
5 YEAR GUARANTEE

BETTER

O 1 "Lin. Ft. |
Installed \ o n l y

O ] Lin. Ft

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 2 0 YEAR GUARANTEE

The Best for Less. With These Coupons. Expires 11-15-09.

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com
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Roundtable effort forgr
BYDARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Dr. Syed Taj became a political trail-
blazer last year when he became the first
India-born candidate ever elected to the
Canton Township Board of Trustees.

"It was tough," Taj said.
He campaigned diligently by talking

one-on-one with residents, drawing sup-
port from his medical patients, seeking
votes in places of worship and gaining the
endorsement of the Democratic Party.

"Canton has been very ahead of the
game in inclusion," Taj said, "but of course
there's always room for improvement."

Taj's achievement is what the Plymouth-
Canton Citizens for Diversity and
Inclusion hopes will become more com-
mon not only in elected offices, but also
among school district positions, police
departments, appointed boards and,
indeed, organizations across local com-
munities.

The volunteer group believes repre-
sentation should reflect the increas-

ingly diverse population of the Plymouth-
Canton area, said member Anne Marie
Graham-Hudak. "We want to make sure
there are no barriers to minorities or any-
one," she said.

Guided by the Michigan Roundtable
— a statewide organization dedicated to
the same goals — the local group's strate-
gic planning committee has worked this
year in focus groups, community meetings
and other venues to develop an action plan
to promote diversity and inclusion.

The effort continues during a meeting
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29,
at Canton High School, 46181 Joy Road.
The public is invited, and Graham-Hudak
said specific goals and details will be
unveiled by the diversity group's strategic
planning committee.

Graham-Hudak said scores of people
have been involved in the effort, at times
working in separate groups to discuss
education, law enforcement, public repre-
sentation and other areas. She said other
goals include ensuring that local commu-
nities don't have policies and procedures

in place that could discourage, even unin-
tentionally, participation by a wide range
of people.

The group hopes to foster change
in Canton, Plymouth and Plymouth
Township. Graham-Hudak said the three-
community area is the target of the diver-
sity group because "we're joined together
by one school district."

Taj lauded the group's efforts. Earlier
this month, he and others helped encour-
age diversity by drawing a packed house
to the Village Theater at Cherry Hill for an
acclaimed program honoring the birthday
of Mahatma Gandhi, the late India leader
who embraced nonviolence in his efforts
to bring about social justice and equality.

Taj said the crowd was so large, not
everyone could get inside the theater.

"We do this in India, so we thought we'd
do it here, too," he said.

Meanwhile, for more information on
the Michigan Roundable effort, log on to
www.miroundtable.org and click on the
Plymouth-Canton Initiative, or send an e-
mail to DlvcancdifSemail.com.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton Township Trustee Syed Taj lauds efforts at inclusion made by groups such as
the Plymouth-Canton Citizens for Diversity and Inclusion.

LAZAR
FROM PAGE A1

Groom Chris Green poses for pre-wedding photos with his mother, Sharon Green, while the bride, Elizabeth Caroll,
and Katarina Carins get their photo taken at a separate time before the wedding.

Couple includes library in wedding plan
Elizabeth Carroll and Chris

Green like the Canton Public
Library so much, they wanted
to have their pre-wedding pho-
tos taken there.

So the library accommodated
them.

The couple married Saturday,
Oct. 17, and they came to the

library at separate times to get
photos taken so they wouldn't
see each other before the wed-
ding ceremony.

"They love the library very
much and said it would mean
a lot to them if they could have
some photos taken here," said
Laurie Golden, the library's

marketing and communications
manager. "So we said 'yes.'"

Carroll and Green and mem-
bers of their wedding party
used areas such as the library
fireplace for their photo shoot
— making their pre-wedding
library visit — well — one for
the books.

Closer to home, Haggerty
was a dirt road, Ford Road
had only two lanes, town-
ship hall was surrounded by
farmland, and IKEA hadn't
arrived in the United States,
much less Canton. The town-
ship had about 20 police
officers, compared to nearly
90 now.

Lazar was hired as a police
cadet and has worked in
several department units,
including four years in the
detective bureau. He helped
investigate the gruesome
death of 37-year-old Dorothy
Tyburski, who was missing
more than three years before
her daughter pried open
a locked basement freezer
where Tyburski's husband,
Leonard, hid the body after
killing her.

"In my career that is one
of the most unique cases I've
ever been involved in," Lazar
said.

Lazar was instrumental in
reversing crime after he was
assigned to the once-troubled

Canton Commons neighbor-
hood near Haggerty and
Palmer, where he got to know
residents and earned their
trust. His work there earned
him the police department's
top honor of Officer of the
Year in 1994.

Lazar also has won two
life-saving awards and sever-
al merit and unit commenda-
tions. He served many years
as a field training officer
working with new officers.

"During Officer Lazar's
career, he has made sig-
nificant contributions to the
Canton Police Department,
not only as a police officer,
but also within his various
roles in the department,"
Public Safety Director John
Santomauro said. "His expe-
rience, talents and attitude
have made a significant con-
tribution to the organization.
He will be missed as a valu-
able member of the Canton
Police team."

In one bizarre case, Lazar
captured a 7-foot python
that had escaped a burlap
bag after being left behind
a local shopping plaza.
Somebody had to catch ii.

He matter-of-factly scooped
the snake back into the bag
and took it to the police sta-
tion until it could be turned
over to a pet shop.

Lazar has witnessed major
advancements in police work,
including in-car computers
now used to write electronic
tickets. "With the advent of
computers," he said, "the job
has become easier."

After he retires, Lazar
plans to spend more time on
his bee-keeping business,
which he started a decade
ago. He sells woodenware
products and teaches others
how to keep bees. He also
expects to cross off items on
his "honey-do" list from wife,
Dr. Mary Lazar, with whom
he has a 21-year-old daugh-
ter, Vicki.

Lazar said he has no
regrets about his career
choice. He said he will most
miss the camaraderie and
friendship of other officers
and residents.

"I'm very proud to have
worked here," he said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-
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Call: 734-394-5300

l^\ 5 Mile Rd

Daily Lunch Special Menu
Monday through Friday

10 am - 4 pm

Special
Dinner for 2

i

Includes: iamb kabob, I,
chicken kabob, sheesh kafta, j

hummus, babaghanouj, [-
tabouSi, two salads & «

complimentary dessert ;

Mediterranean Cuisine
37240 Five Mile • Livonia • 734-779-0000

With this coupon Not valid with other offers
Offer expires 11-23-09

i

ncludes disk or drum brakes One coupon per customer Present at
of vehicle drop off. Not valid with any other offer or coupon

I VALID AT THIS LOCA

TREE SHiCK & STRUT I N S P E C T O N ]

I with shock & strut replacement
warranty en sfcac';o S, struts

One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle dropoff.
Not valid with any other offer or coupon

VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. I

260 m Ann Arbor Road
Plymouth Restrictions and additional charges may apply to determine the cost of I

major repairs. One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop
off. Not valid with any other offer or coupon.

VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. i
(Behind Greko Printing)

Cheek Engine Light On?
"transmission Proilems?
Low Flyid Lewels?

coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop off. Not valid
with any other offer or coupon.

VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09.



(CP) Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, October 25,2009 online at hometownlifexom

Plymouth-Canton marchers host band spectacular

Community Financial's Spellbinders - Sue Bellaire, Brynn Paskauchas and
Barb Johnson - claimed the crown at the 2009 Spelling Bee fund-raiser for
the Plymouth-Canton Community Literacy Council.

Credit union teamwork
spells Bee success
S-U-S-P-E-N-S-E.

For several rounds at the
2009 Spelling Bee fund-raiser
for the Plymouth-Canton
Community Literacy Council,
that was the most impor-
tant word as teams from
Community Financial and
the Plymouth District Library
battled down the stretch.

In the end, it was the bank-
ers over the librarians, with
Community Financial's
Spellbinders - Sue Bellaire,
Brynn Paskauchas and Barb
Johnson - claiming the crown,
beating Mary Mackie, Vicki
Sistek and Susan Stoney of the
Plymouth District Library's
Spellbound. The two squads
topped a field of 13 teams, led
through the process by emcee
Chris Butzlaff.

All proceeds will be used to
help adults in our community
gain proficiency with read-
ing, writing, and speaking the
English language.

"It was a fun night," said
Joyce Silagy of the Plymouth
Canton Community Literacy
Council, who co-chaired the
event, conducted at Yazaki
North America in Canton.
"This event is significant for
at least two reasons, one being
that there are always more
people who need tutoring than
there are tutors available. All
proceeds from this event will
be used to train tutors, provide
materials for tutoring, and to
coordinate services.

"The other is that even
though we are suffering the
effects of a sluggish economy,
we matched and surpassed last
year's donations," Silagy added.
"And we did it because more
sponsors participated than ever
before, and they did it at levels
they could afford."

Gold sponsors for the
event included Yazaki North
America, Alphagraphics and
Michigan Educational Credit
Union.

BY DIANE HANSON
CORRESPONDENT

Eighteen high school march-
ing bands from southeast
Michigan converged on the
P-CEP home gridiron Saturday
for a spectacular and talented
display of choreography and
color, along with masterful
music and marching at the
Great Lakes Invitational, an
annual competition hosted
by the Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band and Music
Boosters.

"It is a great event to see the
passion of all these kids," said
a delighted John Noss, GLI
chairperson and vice president
of the Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters. Noss' son, Jacob is a
junior percussionist who plays
marimba in the band.

"It's a lot of work, too," con-
ceded Noss who added that this
is the single biggest fund-raiser
for the 170-member band,
raising some $20,000 each
year, and entertaining 6,000
to 8,000 spectators, band
members and crews. "We have
about 150 volunteers, including
alumni, alumni parents and
current members filling all the
spots - concessions, cleaning
up, transportation, first aid,
announcing, you name it, all
the positions were filled by vol-
unteers."

The event began with 140
seventh- and eighth-grade band
students from area middle
schools, under the direction
of P-CEP associate director
Sheldon Frazier, playing the
National Anthem.

Local bands placing in the
top three of Flights I, II, and
III, included in Flight III -
South Lyon, third; and Redford
Thurston, second. P-CEP
principal William Zolkowski,
former principal of Thurston,
presented the award to them.
Novi took third in Flight I, and
in Flight II Walled Lake Central
captured the first-place trophy
and the highest score, 81.6, of
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PHOTOS BY DIANE HANSON

Parents of seniors in the Plymouth-Canton Marching Band prepare to release
170 yellow and black balloons - one for each student in the band - before
the band begins their exhibition performance of their show, "Beneath the
Surface," at the Great Lakes Invitational Saturday at the Park.

the competition which also net-
ted them the Lundy traveling
trophy, named in honor of the
late John Lundy, a dedicated P-
CMB supporter and booster.

Lundy's family, wife Dee and
children John and Susan, both
alumni of the P-CMB, pre-
sented the award along with Dr.
Craig Fiegel, superintendent of
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools.

Other presenters included
Judy Mardigian, school board
treasurer; Carrie Lawler,
Canton associate principal;
Barry Simescu, school board

vice president; John Jackson,
school board trustee; and the
district's visual and performing
arts director Tim Schoenherr.

The P-CEP marchers per-
formed their eerily entertaining
show, "Beneath the Surface," in
exhibition as hosts of the event
at the end of the evening and to
the delight of those packing the
home bleachers.

"I'm very excited about this
show," said Canton senior clari-
netist Kristen Johnson. This
is Johnson's fifth year with the
renowned band since she start-
ed as an eighth-grader. "This

Percussionist Patrick Miller pulls
a bow across the edge of a cymbal
to create an eerie sound, adding
to the overall effect of Plymouth-
Canton's competition show at the
Great Lakes Invitational on the
home gridiron Saturday while Alyssa
Downs concentrates on the drum
major's direction as she plays the
synthesizer.

show is kind of creepy and very
fascinating in the way every-
thing is portrayed."

Trombonist Matt Katafiasc,
also a Canton senior, agreed.
"I think the show this year is
special," he said. "There is just
this vibe about this show that
I've never felt in any of the other
shows I've done over the past
three years."

That's a good thing accord-
ing to P-CEP director of bands
David Armbruster, still in the
process of adding elements to
the not-quite-complete show.

"We're adding some creepier
sounds at the beginning and it's
setting the mood," he said. "We
have the ending of the show,
but I'm not going to give that
away. Let's just say it's going to
be a very memorable show from
beginning to end."

The next competition for the
P-CMB is the Huron Valley
Invitational at Lakeland High
School, White Lake, Oct. 31.
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Local man faces future after swimming accident
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

It was a beautiful August day
at the Marshbanks house in
Canton.

Dad Tim, who'd been laid off
for a year from Ford, had finally
found a new job. The family had
sold its home. The weather was
nice, there were friends and
family gathered and the mak-
ings of a barbecue dinner were
being put together.

It was a perfect August day.
Until...
While his parents were

putting the touches on prepa-
rations, 22-year-old Josh
Marshbanks decided he was
going to take a dip in the family
pool. A female friend decided
to join them. Trish Marshbanks
remembers what happened next
like it was yesterday.

"She came running back in,
cprAqmincr fnr nc to f>al] Q11 "

Trish recalled. "I went out look-
ing to see if Josh was pulling a
prank."

It was no prank. In the pool,
Trish Marshbanks saw Josh's
friend cradling Josh's 6-foot-7
body. She looked into her son's
eyes, which she says were just
blank.

"My first reaction was, 'This
can't be happening,'" Trish said.

But it was. Josh had dived
into the pool and hit the bottom,
injuring his spinal cord and
fracturing his C5 vertebrae.

Emergency medical respond-
ers tried reviving Josh, then
transported im to St. Joseph
Hospital in Ypsilanti. He was
placed on life support, with
machines doing his breath-
ing for him. Within 24 hours,
doctors fused three vertebrae
and for three weeks he fought
complications such as fever and
pneumonia.

And for 11 weeks, while the
immediate family fought the
battle, they were joined by their
"other" family, friends of Josh's
and co-workers at Wright Asset
Management in Plymouth,
where Trish works.

"That waiting room at St. Joe's
... i made one phone call and
that waiting room was filled,"
Trish recalled. "We were step-
ping over kids and people and
family that just needed to be
there."

Watching the Marshbanks' go
through it was like watching one
of their own, according to Janet
Durante, who works with Trish
at Wright.

"It was devastating for every-
one," Durante said. "When it's
one of your own.. we're like a

Josh Marshbanks was injured in August in an accident in his Canton
swimming pool.

Now his friends are orga-
nizing a fund-raiser to help
defray what are projected to be
astronomical medical expenses.
The fund-raiser takes place 5-
10 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30, at the
Italian American Banquet Hall
in Livonia. It'll feature a buffet
dinner, music, live and silent
auctions.

"We wanted to do some-
thing for trish and her fam-
ily," Durante said. "We all love
(Trish) dearly and we wanted
to help. We've had wonderful
response, all kinds of donations
for the auction, cash donations.
It started a little slowly, but it's
really picked up."

Trish said the accident hasn't
changed her son's outlook all
that much.

"He has always had, and
thankfully still has, such a great
outlook on life," Trish said.
"He's still Josh, and that hasn't
changed. He still wants to do the
things he did before. He might
have to find a different way to
do it, but he's ready to do that."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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Zac, Josh, Trish and Tim Marshbanks

family here. We're all very close,
so it's like our second family. For
someone in that family of ours
to be hurt so badly... we just put
ourselves in Trish's place and
thought how we would feel."

Trish said the outpouring of
support has "been phenomenal."

"I wouldn't wish what we've
gone through on my worst
enemy... to go out and see your
22-year-old who was healthy
five minutes ago with just a
blank stare on his face," Trish
said. "I always knew I was
blessed with friends... I don't
think a heart can hold all that."

Since the accident, Josh
has fought back. He's para-
lyzed from about the armpits
down, with some movement
in his upper body but no feel-
ing below the waist. Still, using
a motorized wheelchair, the
Marshbanks brought Josh home
Friday.
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How To Plan Your Wedding in 90 Minutes
Like Speed Dating But it's All About Your Wedding

. Wednesday
October 28,2009

6:30 p.m,

Meeting House
Grand Baiiroom
499 S. Main Street

Plymouth, Mi

Have all your questions answered
Tips on how to make your wedding run smoothly
Avoid the most common wedding mishaps
Educate yourself to create a stress-free wedding
Save gas and time-no need to drive all over town
to find everything you need for your wedding
Our panel of experts wilt give you honest answers

Reservations in Advance Are Complimentary
Tickets at the Door-$ 10,00

Call Today for Reservations (734) 710,9492 or
register online at www.wedclfngspecialistsunltecl.com

Chainsaws, chili highlight Canton's new event
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After some 300 people
came by to view the first
Chainsaw Art and Chili
Cook-off, organizers are hop-
ing they've carved out a suc-
cessful new event.

The event, put together
by Canton Leisure Services
and the Canton Public Art
Committee, drew big crowds
to the Lower Rouge River
Recreation Trail, located
off Morton Taylor Road at
Michigan Avenue.

"We wanted to showcase
the fall beauty of the trails
and as an event to bring
people together for a great
time and for a great cause,"
said Jon LaFever, Recreation
Coordinator. "Overall, it was
a great success for a first-
time event, and definitely
has the potential to grow in
the future."

The event included four
chainsaw artists (two others
backed out at the last min-
ute), who provided demon-
strations and displayed some
of their work; LaFever said
several pieces were sold as a
result.

Two of the carvers - West
Bloomfield's Tom Fink and
Emil Szkipala of Chesterfield
Township - also produced a
permanent art piece along
the trail.

"Many folks were aston-
ished by how it turned it out
... it's definitely worth a visit
to the trails to see," LaFever
said.

The event was the brain-
child of Kim Michael, a
volunteer with the Canton
Public Art Committee. She
said she's traveled enough,
and watched enough televi-
sion, to have seen some other

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Chainsaw artist Emil Szkipala works on an eagle. Szkipala, of Chesterfield
Township, calls himself "Chainsaw Man of Michigan."

come up with new things to
do to expose Canton to dif-
ferent ideas."

The chili cook-off drew
two competitors - Tim &
Sally's restaurant and the
Canton Fire Department.
Tim & Sally's put out a
spread that included chili,
hot dogs, hamburgers,
chicken sandwiches and beef
brisket.

"We're going to make a
contribution to the (fire-
fighters') Foundation, which
benefits families victim-
ized by house fires through
the Canton Firefighters
#2289 Charity Foundation,"
LaFever said.

Michael and LaFever were
excited by the way the event
turned out, and said plans
are already underway for
next year's festival.

"We've already been talk-
ing about a couple of things,"
Michael said. "We definitely
want to do it again."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-

Rose Pawluzka and Carlo Valentine
dance to the music of Bob Balch
and Carl Zimmerman.

logging competitions. She
also talked to organizers
of the Paul Bunyan festival
in Oscoda as part of her
research.

"You just see different ways
of using things," Michael
said. "We're always trying to

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
LEGAL NOTICE

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3,2009

Notice is hereby given that a Consolidated Election will be held in the Charter Township of Plymouth,
Wayne County, Michigan, on Tuesday, November 3, 2009, from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time. At which time candidates for the following offices will be voted upon:

Local School District Board Member

Plymouth-Canton Community - 4 Year Term - 3 positions
Plymouth-Canton Community - Partial Term Ending 12/31/2011 - 1 position

And the following County Proposal:

Proposition O
Operating Millage Renewal

To renew the millage authorized in 2000, shall Wayne County be authorized to continue to levy this
millage at the estimated 2008 rollback rate of 0.9529 (about 95 cents per $1,000 of taxable valuation) for
ten more years (2010 through 2019), and proceeds used to continue existing County services, including
programs for arrest, detention and prosecution of criminals, juvenile court and related services, public
health, recreation, County parks, job training, senior citizen services, and programs for meeting medical
needs of the poor, the disabled, and the aged? This renewal is projected to generate $43,495,573 in 2010.

YES

NO

STATEMENT AS REQUIRED BY ACT 278 OF PUBLIC ACTS OF 1964
Amending the Property Tax Limitation Act

I, RAYMONOD J. WOJTOWICZ, Treasurer of Wayne County, Michigan, do hereby certify that, as of
August 12, 2009 the total of all voted increases in excess of the tax rate limitation established by Section
6, Article IX of the Constitution of the State of Michigan, as amended, and the years such increases are
effective on property in the County of Wayne are as follows:

Taxing Authorities

County of Wayne

Wayne County Jail

Wayne County Parks

Wayne County
Community College

Taxing Authorities

Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools

WAYNE COUNTY
Wayne County, Michigan

Date of Election

August 8, 2000

August 6, 2002

August 2, 2005

November 6, 2001

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Date of Election

September, 2004

Voted Years

Increases Increase Effective

1 mill 2009

1 mill 2011

0.25 mills 2010

1.5 mills 2010

Voted Years
Increases Increase Effective

18 mills 2014
(non homestead only)

Applications for absentee ballots for Plymouth Township registered voters may be obtained at the
Plymouth Township Clerk's Office, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. (354-3224 or 354-3228). Absentee ballots will be delivered to qualified absentee voters, in
person at the Clerk's Office from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., on Saturday, October 31, 2009. On Monday,
November 2, 2009 qualified voters shall receive their ballots and vote them in the Clerk's Office until
4:00 p.m.

Charter Township of Plymouth Polling Locations is:

Precinct
Precinct
Precinct
Precinct
Precinct
Precinct
Precinct
Precinct
Precinct 10
Precinct 11
Precinct 12
Precinct 13 & 16
Precinct 14
Precinct 15
Precinct 17

l
2
3&4
5
6
7
8
9

Farrand Elementary School
Friendship Station
Township Hall Office
Bird Elementary School
West Middle School
Living Word Church
St. Kenneth's Catholic Church
Church of the Nazarene
Fiegel Elementary School
Praise Baptist Church
Pioneer Middle School
Risen Christ Lutheran Church
Isbister Elementary School
First United Methodist Church
NorthRidge Church

41400 Greenbriar
42375 Schoolcraft
9955 N. Haggerty Road
220 N. Sheldon Road
44401 Ann Arbor Trail
46500 N. Territorial Road
14951 Haggerty Road
45801 Ann Arbor Road
39750 Joy Road
45000 N. Territorial
46081 Ann Arbor Road
46250 Ann Arbor Road
9300 Canton Center Rd
45201 N. Territorial Road
49555 N. Territorial Road

All polling locations in the Charter Township of Plymouth are handicapped accessible.

Joe Bridgman, CMC
•Clerk
Charter Township of Plymouth

Publish: October 25, 2009
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