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State Representative Dian
Slavens (D-Canton) is hosting an
informational town hall meet-
ing on Monday, Oct. 26, at 6:30
p.m. in Canton for residents to
learn how mass transit and public
transportation options can cre-
ate jobs and grow the economy in
Western Wayne County.

Topics to be covered by guest
presenters include high-speed
rail, light rail and bus rapid
transit, including Slavens; state
Rep. Marie Donigan (D-Royal
Oak), a member of the House
Transportation Committee;
Carmine Palombo, Southeast
Council of Governments; and
John Swatosh of the Regional
Transit Coordinating Council.

The town hall meeting takes
place at the Summit on the Park
Community Center Professional
Development Center, 46000
Summit Parkway in Canton.

Ford Road's Fall-tastic Family
Fun Fest, presented by the
Merchants of Canton's Ford Road
and WMGC 105.1FM, takes place
noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25,
with a special Emagine kids
movie at 11 a.m.

The event takes place in the
Home Depot parking lot in Ford
Road's Orange Block. It's open to
kids of all ages and anyone who
loves fall. The event includes:

• At 11 a.m. Canton's Emagine
Theater will have a special
showing of "Spookly the Square
Pumpkin." Kids in costume get in
for only $2.

• Trick or Treating at partici-
pating merchants in Orange and
Brown Blocks. A shuttle will
transport families to participating
nearby merchants and back to the
Home Depot Parking Lot.

• Noon-2 p.m. Magician "The
Amazing Clark" will perform on
the Canton stage.

The League of Women Voters of
Northwest Wayne County has pre-
pared a non-partisan Voter Guide
for the Nov. 3 general election.
Voter Guides for the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education are
available at the public libraries as
well as on the League's Web site,
www.lwvnww.org.

The League of Women Voters
features non-partisan candidate
information, and the Voter Guide
provides an easy vehicle for the
voters to compare the candidates.

Both Comcast and WOW have
committed to re-broadcast the
Candidate Forum that the League
sponsored on Oct. 8 for the school
board election. The dates and
times for the airtimes will also be
available on the League's Web site.
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Canton eyes roads, jobs as budget fixes
BY DARRELL CLEM

' OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Socked by declining revenues,
Canton officials expect Lo dip into
the township's budget surplus, ditch
local road projects and leave several
jobs vacant in 2010 as they move
cautiously toward a new spending
blueprint.

The financial outlook appears even
gloomier for the following year, when
local officials predict the fallout

from declining property values and
tax revenues could force even deeper
cost-cutting measures.

Amid a stubbornly persistent eco-
nomic downtown, the seven-member
Canton Township Board of Trustees
in November is expected to approve
a new, conservative budget reflect-
ing the harsh realities of a money
shortfall that already has devastated
many Michigan cities and town-
ships.

"I certainly like our position

almost better than any other com-
munity in the state of Michigan,"
township Supervisor Phil La Joy said.
"We're just going to have to continue
to work hard at being good stewards
of the people's money."

Local officials concede it will be a
challenge for a township that saw its
general fund surplus swell from $2.8
million to nearly $7-5 million from
2005 to 2008. But new worries have
arisen:

• Tax revenues for 2010 will have

dipped $2 million, from $35.6 mil-
lion to $33.6 million, in two years,
Finance Director Rick Eva said.

• State-shared revenue plunged
H u m cpu.x UJUULLUJU to 4><-»'->- I U I I I I V I I
during the same period.

• The township's police budget had
a sharp decline in its fund balance,
plummeting from $4 million'to just
$100,000 during the two-year peri-
od, Eva said. The department did

Please see BUDGET FIX, A3

Back yard
house

Growing church tries
to lead by

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton church that started as a small group meet-
ing in Alex Rahill's back yard in 2002 has grown into
an 800-member congregation worshipping inside a
21,000-square-foot brick building on the northwest
corner of Haggerty and Warren.

It's called lifechurch, but don't be fooled by the small
"1" in its name. "There's something big going on inside
those walls," 26-year-old member Jeff Packer of Canton
said.

Packer and others describe lifechurch, part of the
rapidly growing Evangelical Covenant Church, as a
welcoming place where they can dress casually, talk
frankly about real-life problems and watch a rock band
perform Christian and secular songs. Rahill, the lead
pastor, incorporates the music into his sermons to get
his message across.

"I don't have to put on a front and be
somebody I'm not," Packer said. "It's
hard to show up on a Sunday without
having something tug at your heart."

Just in time for Halloween, a band
performance of Michael Jackson's
Thriller is coming to the Sunday, Oct.
25, services.

Rahill, 46, said lifechurch draws
members from Canton, Plymouth,
Livonia, Westland, Redford, Garden
City, Farmington, Dearborn and other
communities. After its backyard begin-
nings, the congregation leased space in
elementary schools before moving in
April to a site that formerly housed a
construction firm and warehouse.

The stylishly decorated church houses a large wor-
ship area and stage, a cafe, basketball goals, children's
rooms for age-appropriate activities, and a place where
nursing mothers can comfortably tend to their new-
borns while watching services on a television screen.

"We look kind of like Starbucks. We try to create a
barrier-free facility to God," said Rahill, who has four
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• What: lifechurch Canton
• Where: 7001 Haggerty,
Canton
• When: Sunday services are
at 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., and a
third service at 12:30 p.m. will
begin Nov. 1.
• Phone/Web site: (734) 927-
1175; www.lifechurchcanton.org

Pastor Alex Rahiil, in the auditorium of the church, talks about the contemporary music used in worship services.

children with wife Marcie.
Rahill and five other pastors try to be relevant in

ministering to their largely youthful congregation,
ui 'employed auto workers, foster parents, debt-rid-
den families, recovering substance abusef s — anyone

who needs help or inspiration.
"We've had marriages healed here,"

Rahill said. "The church is a place
where people can find friendship and
meaningful relationships, a place
where they can be real."

Although lifechurch is a Christian
church, Rahill said people who have
no religious background or who aren't
sure what they believe are welcome.

"People are allowed to belong
before they believe," he said.

Rahill said lifechurch started out
mostly as a congregation of teens
and people in their 20s. "Then they
started bringing their parents."

Some services incorporate rock and popular music,
and Rahill said the performance of Thriller will
include smoke machines and dancing. He said even
someone as talented as Michael Jackson had strug-
gles in life, and Rahill examines the lyrics in popular
songs to teach his congregation.

Please see CHURCH, A3 Lifechurch is located on Haggerty Road at Warren.

BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality official
has praised the "entrepreneurial
spirit" of a Canton couple who
bought an eight-acre site behind
their house and transformed it
into a state-protected wetlands.

"It's the first time to my
knowledge this has happened in
southeast Michigan, where I've
worked for 14 years," MDEQ dis-
trict supervisor Andrew Hartz
said.

His remarks came Monday as
Lori and Brian Levi unveiled a
newly created wetlands where
more than 700 trees and bushes
have been planted — and new
grass sown — behind their
house on Morningside, in a
neighborhood southwest of

Lori Levi
cuts the*
ribbon with
help from
township
Supervisor
Phil
LaJoy and
daughters
Brietta, 3,
and Porscha,

Hanford and Canton Center.
"It looks great," Hartz said,

as township and state officials

joined the Levis for a Monday

Please see WETLANDS, A3
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AROUND CANTON

"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
runon a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrichdhometownlife.
com

Sock drive
The Canton Senior Center

is currently holding a Sock
Drive throughout the entire
month of October as their
annual Make a Difference
Day project.»Area residents
are encouraged to "Sock It To
Us" and donate new socks in
men's, women's and children's
sizes.

Donated socks that are
collected at the Center will
be distributed by human
service agencies and shelters
throughout Wayne County.
New socks in all sizes,'styles,
and colors can currently be
dropped off at the Senior
Center 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday-Friday and 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
at the Parkview Room, locat-
ed in the Summit on the Park
at 46000 Summit Parkway.

To learn more about the
Canton Senior Center's Make
A Difference Day project or to
donate new socks or to make
a monetary donation for the
purchase of new socks, call
(734) 394-5485.

Skate for food
The Canton Goodfellows

and Skatin' Station II are
partnering in an effort to
raise food for charity.

"Skate on Your Can" food
drive takes place 6:30-8:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
Skatin' Station II, 8611 Ronda
in Canton. Skaters get ice
time for free with a donation
of three canned good or non-
perishable items. All proceeds
go to Canton Goodfellows.

For more information, visit
the Web site www.skatinsta-
tion2.com or call (734) 459- *
6401.

Chiefettes clinic
The Canton Chiefettes are

hosting a Pom Pon Clinic for
kids ages 5-1411:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14,
at the Canton High School
gym in the Phase III building.

Kids will learn a pom rou-
tine and a short dance rou-
tine. Cost is $45 per child and
includes a T-shirt, poms and
a snack. Discounts are avail-
able for additional siblings
and for participants.of the
August 29 clinic. Parents are
invited to watch their daugh-
ters perform at 2:30 p.m. All
girls attending are invited to
perform at a Canton Varsity
Basketball game Dec. 11.

Registration is from 11-
11:30 a.m. the morning of the
clinic* Visit our Web site at
www. eantonchiefettes .com
to pre-register and save $5
before Nov. 13. Registration
is limited to the first 100 par-
ticipants.

For more information
e-mail pomclinic@canton-
chiefettes.com

Craft show
St. Thomas a'Becket f

Church, located at 555 S.
Lilley in Canton, is accepting
applications for its annual
Christmas Craft Show, 9 a.m.

THINKING ABOUT...

Receive up to a...
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Pink out
Breast cancer survivor Mary Beth Bloom, the land parent of Plymouth
Whalers defenseman Leo Jenner (right, in blue) dropped the puck
before last year's Whalers Pink Out! The Plymouth Whalers annual Pink
Out! For Breast Cancer Awareness happens Saturday, Oct. 24 at 7:05
p.m. against the Belleville Bulls at Compuware Arena. The Whalers will
be wearing special pink jerseys for the event and the entire team will
be dying their hair pink. The game-worn pink jerseys will be auctioned
off the night of the Pink Out!

to.4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5.
All interested crafters

should e-mail stabcraft-
show@yahoo.com or call
(734) 981-1333.

Corriveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30
at Parthenon Coney Island,
39910 Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

First Step program
Judith Barr, Associate

Director of First Step, will
present a program on domes-
tic violence on Oct. 29,2-3
p.m. at the Canton Public
Library.

First Step is a local resource
offering free services to indi-
viduals affected by domestic
violence and sexual assault.
October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month and First
Step believes that prevention
and awareness are key com-
ponents to ending violence in
our communities.

This program will be held
in the library's Purple Room.
It is free, no registration is
required. For more informa-
tion, visit www.firststep-
mi.org or www.cantonpl.org.

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road in Canton.

Cabaret night
Come to the cabaret! The

Spotlight Players' version,
that is. For one night only, the
group is taking The Biltmore
Studio at The Village Theater
and transforming it into an
intimate night club.

Six vocalists will take you
on a musical journey through
some of Broadway's great
shows, including numbers
from Anything Goes, Fiddler
on the Roof, The Sound of
Music, Company, Hello,
Dolly!, Oklahoma and Kiss
Me Kate.
. "Come to the Cabaret" takes
place 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
24. Cabaret-style seats are
limited so purchase tickets
now! Come tap your toes to
classic tunes while enjoying
a beverage from the cash bar

and finger food from the con-
cession stand.

The performance takes
place at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry
Hill in Canton. The Village
Theater has free parking is
handicap accessible.

Tickets are available by
phone at the Village Theater
Box Office at (734) 394-5300
or (734) 394-5460 or online
at www.cantoh-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater or in person at
The Summit on the Park or
at the door. Box office opens
one hour prior to show-time.
Tickets are $15.

For more information about
Spotlight Players or Spotlight
on Youth productions call at
(734) 480-4945 or visit www.
spotlightplayersmi.org.

Breast cancer fund-
raiser

Sue Turner and two of her
dearest friends will be walk-
ing in the Michigan 3-day
to raise money for Susan
G Komen Breast Cancer
Research. The event is one in
which they will walk a total
of 60 miles over the course of
three days, training hundreds
of miles to get ready for this
weekend-long event.

The three wanted to do
their part in fighting against
the disease. They've cre-
ated a cookbook for people
to enjoy and also at the same
time contribute to a great
cause. In order to accom-
plish their goal, they gath-
ered recipes from friends and
family.

"The title of the book just
seemed to fall into place ...
'3 Friends, 3 Reasons (for
walking the 3day), 3 Hearts,'"
Turner said. "Our team name
for the walk is "BE BOLD."
"BE BOLD" is a statement
of power. BE BOLD to fight
for what you believe in; BE
BOLDto go beyond your
comfort zone ... the list is
endless."

The book consists of 400
wonderful recipes. Including
the trio's signature cookie
"Be Bold! Chocolate Peanut
Butter Bites."

Each book is $15.

Additional shipping charges
may apply for non-local buy-
ers.

For more information,
contact Turner at turner-
crew@comcast.net or (734)
812-2937.

Girls want to scrap
Canton Newcomers will be

hosting "Girls Just Wanna
Have Fun," a two-day crop,
as their fall fund-raiser.

This fun-filled event will
feature amazing "make and
takes," as well as exciting
raffles and door prizes. You
can look forward to working
with a talented and spirited
group of scrappers.

Space is still available,
contact Laura Malone on
(734) 945-0749, or visit
www.cantonnewcomers.org.
Ticket cost is 2-days for $50
or 1-day for $30, meals and
drinks are included. The
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Oct. 23, from noon to mid-
night and Saturday, Oct. 24,
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Women's expo
Holiday Women's Expo

hosted by the Polish National
Alliance Women's Division
hosts a Holiday Women's
Expo Nov. 1 at All Saints
Catholic School on Warren
between Beck and Ridge
roads in Canton.

Come shop and relax, light
lunch available. Polish piero-
gies for sale. Call Gloria (734)
422-1731 or Barb (734) 634-
7780.

Health Screening Clinic
Meijer Pharmacy,

located on Ford Road at
Canton Center, will be
holds its monthly health
screening clinic 8 a.m. to
noon Thursday, Oct. 29.
Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very affordable
cost.

Appointments are
required; contact the phar-
macy for details at (734) 844-
2733.

Hospice volunteers
Compassionate Care

Hospice is a community-
based organization commit-
ted to providing excellent
hospice care for patients and
their families. The group
is currently seeking caring
and dedicated individuals to
provide support by being a
friendly visitor to patients in
the Western Wayne County
area. Training is provided.

For more information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Volunteer Coordinator,
toll-free (888) 983-9050 or
e-mail at achristensen@ech-
net.net.

Church crafts
Connection Church (pre-

viously Tri-City Christian
Center) is currently accepting
applications for its annual
Holiday Craft Fair 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Dec. 5.

Connection Church is
located at 3855 Sheldon in
Canton, north of Michigan
Ave.

For more information con-
tact Katy Reitz, (734) 693-
5656 or katyreitz@mac.com

SE CORNER OF FORD
& NAPIER RDS.

2 MILES WEST OF
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The identity of this woman,
suspected of credit card fraud, is
being sought by Canton police.

Canton police are asking the public's
help in identifying this woman
suspected of credit card fraud.

Police seek identity of
credit card fraud suspect

Canton police are seeking
the public's help in identifying
a woman or women suspected
of credit card fraud at local
stores.

Police obtained two photos
from surveillance cameras at
local stores following recent
incidents of credit card fraud.

Due to the similarity of the
woman in the photos, authori-
ties believe it may be the same
person.

Anyone who has information
on the identity of the suspect is
asked to call the Canton Police
Department at (734) 394-5400.

Anonymous tips also may
be made to Crime Stoppers
by calling (800) SPEAK-UP
or logging on to www.1800.
speakup.org.

Crime Stoppers will pay up
to $1,000 for a tip that leads
to the arrest of the suspect or
suspects.

'Bittersweet': WW
language survives
governor's veto

Baracy

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Wayne-Westland school
officials are breathing a sigh
of relief after finding out that
the $54 million Gov. Jennifer
Granholm vetoed in signing
the new State School Aid Act
did not include the $6.5 mil-
lion in enhanced school aid the
district receives.

"The news is bittersweet,"
Superintendent Greg Baracy
said.

His com-
ments came
during an
exchange
with State
Hep. Richard
LcBlanc, D-
Westland, who
spoke to the
school board
about the

budget difficulties in Lansing
and the effect on local school
districts.

Baracy credits LeBlanc,
State Sen. Glenn Anderson, D-
Westland, and State Rep. Marc
Corriveau, D-Northville, in
helping preserve the "Wayne-
Westland language," money
the district has received en lieu
of millage disallowed with the
start of Proposal A.

Baracy said it was "horrify-
ing" to learn that the money
had been stripped from the
governor's proposed budget,
but the lawmakers, work-
ing with the district's lob-
byist, David Ladd of Kelley
Cawthorne, were able to get
the language into the House
bill and keep it there through
the Senate and several confer-
ence committees.

"The process they had to go
through was huge, I know how
tough it was to restore this lan-
guage," he said. "I want people
to understand that it was no
easy task. I can't tell you how

much we appreciate what you
did. The children of Wayne-
Westland will have a better
education because of it."

While the district hung on
to the $6.5 million, it did lose
$2.2 million through a $165
cut in per pupil funding, and
according to LeBlanc, "it's very
likely that very soon there will
be a proration." Last Thursday,
the governor was informed
that revenue estimates show
the State School Aid Fund
being short $264 million,
which could result in an addi-
tion $165 per pupil cut.

"You may wish to continue
to delay your budget," LeBlanc
said. "Whether the legislature
can act quick enough to stave
out the proration, I'm not sure.
There's some interest."

LeBlanc also told school offi-
cials that school bus inspec-
tions have been included in the
State Police budget, but there's
no funding. That may be
addressed when it goes to the
governor for her signature.

"This has been a very dif-
ficult year, state revenue is 21
percent less than last year,"
said LeBlanc. "This process
has been magnified because
of what our state is experienc-
ing. Our revenue continues to
decline at an alarming rate
and we don't know where the
bottom is."

LeBlanc added that he
believes residents of the dis-
trict understand what is going
on in Lansing. In other times,
he would have been "roundly
criticized for not bringing
home the bacon."

"We did bring home the
bacon, there just wasn't a lot of
it," he said.

"This whole budget crisis,
there's no end in sight," Baracy
said. "There no longer is a sta-
tus quo."
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afternoon ribbon-cutting cer-
emony.

The Levis bought the prop-
erty a few years ago to keep
out residential development
on natural land largely over-
grown by invasive vegetation.
They found a perfect use for
it after learning that Lowe's
Home Improvement needed a
wetlands-mitigation site after
building a store in Canton.

The couple hired Preiss
Outdoor Service & Supply
Co. to remove old vegetation
including diseased ash trees,
European buckthorns, cot-
tonwoods, ailing American
elms and thick patches of
poison ivy. Just this fall, Preiss
planted red maples, syca-
mores, silver maples, pin oaks
and swamp white oaks; dozens
of shrubs such as American
elderberry, hawthorn and dog-
wood; and a forested seed mix
for native herbs and grasses.

Although Hartz said the
MDEQ-approved wetlands site
will take "at least a couple of
growing seasons" to mature,
the land is now protected
from residential development
opposed by the Levis and
many of their neighbors.

Preiss owner Eric Preiss
said his company moved over
80,000 yards of dirt and
planted more than 700 trees
and bushes.

BUDGET FIX

This new state-protected wetlands in Canton will mature in coming years.

"I think they did a great job,"
Lori Levi said.

The state now has a con-
servation easement to protect
the property, located near the
Fellows Creek. Moreover, Hartz
said the land will be monitored
and invasive vegetation removed.

In all, the project required five
environmental and construction
permits from MDEQ, Wayne
County and Canton Township.
Although the Levis still own the
property, they have transferred
certain rights to the state to pro-
tect the wetlands.

Greg Greene, a township
planning commissioner and
Downtown Development
Authority member, commended
the Levis for their efforts.

"I'm pleased that they took the
initiative and worked through

the system to get what they
wanted," he said.

The Levis have said they
aren't against development, but
they said the earlier housing
proposals didn't fit in with their
neighborhood and could have
disrupted a peaceful atmosphere
residents had come to expect.

Township officials have said
the land already had limited
development potential due to
nearby Fellows Creek and the
floodplain. Officials said the
project amounted to an appro-
priate project both for Lowe's
and the neighborhood.

"It's great for all the homeown-
ers," township Supervisor Phil
LaJoy said. "It's a win-win situ-
ation."

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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take on some major projects,
such as a much-needed expan-
sion of the prisoner area.

8 The fire department's bud-
get surplus fell less dramati-
cally, from $3.6 million to $2.1
million.

Moreover, township offi-
cials are bracing for sharper
declines in property tax reve-
nues after the Board of Review
convenes during the first quar-
ter of next year, Eva said.

"We are anticipating a fairly
substantial decline in the tax-
able value," he said. "That will
dictate the revenue shortfall
we will have to address."

Even so, Eva said residents
in 2010 will not see any signif-
icant changes in services they
have come to expect.

"We are not cutting servic-
es," he said.

The budget also doesn't
include any layoffs, Eva said,
although the number of full-
time employees is expected to
fall from roughly 369 to 363 as
local officials choose not to fill
vacant positions. One of those
includes Deputy Police Chief

Patrick Nemecek's post, which
becomes vacant in January
when he replaces retiring
Public Safety Director John
Santomauro.

To be sure, local officials
remain concerned about the
police department's declin-
ing fund balance. One mea-
sure that will help includes a
township board decision to
set new tax rates that boosted
the police millage by a quar-
ter-mill while reducing the
general fund millage by the
same amount.

LaJoy vowed that local
officials, despite challeng-
ing economic times, will not
gut public safety services, in a
township that prides itself as
being among the state's safest
communities.

"We fully intend to keep it
safe," LaJoy said.

Meanwhile, the newly pro-
posed general fund budget,
which could be adopted as
early as Nov. 10, is balanced
at $25.1 million amid plans
to siphon $800,000 from
a surplus that Eva said had
grown to nearly $7-5 million.
He said local officials, if pos-
sible, will try not to use the
entire $800,000, but that's

the amount included in the
budget blueprint.

One way the township
plans to cut costs in 2010
centers on trimming $2.4
million that would have been
spent to fix certain intersec-
tions and help the county
with road maintenance,
Municipal Services Director
Tim Faas said. That could
mean a bumpier ride for local
residents, but officials said
the troubled economy has
forced spending cuts.

Local officials next year
had initially planned to
upgrade areas such as the
busy Palmer-Sheldon inter-
section — a project that likely
won't happen for now.

"That was going to be the
big one (for 2010)," Faas said.

While the township faces
difficult times, LaJoy said
the situation could be much
more grim.

"I think the people who
have worked here over the
years have done a really good
job of running as lean and
efficiently as possible," he
said. "It certainly bodes well
for us now."

dclem@hometowniife.com I (313) 222-2238
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"Whatever the song is, we piggyback on that
theme," he said.

Sunday services are at 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.,
and a third service at 12:30 p.m. will begin on
Nov. l.

The church teaches by example. Rahill said
congregation members drive in a mobile soup
kitchen to deliver food to the homeless in
Detroit, a city where lifechurch also has a sister
church, Messiah Church.

"Church is not a product you consume, but a
commitment you engage in," Rahill said.

To that end, services may include not only
rock music, but videos, drama and props. One
time, Rahill started up a motorcycle and drove
it across the stage to demonstrate how people
need to turn a key in their own lives in order to
move forward.

"This church is so real," said 23-year-old
member Jennifer Kompoltowicz of Plymouth.
"I've been to churches before where I leave and
wonder what they were talking about. When I
go to lifechurch, I can apply it to everyday life.
It helps me learn to be a better person."
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Pastor Alex Rahill of lifechurch, in the coffee lounge
area of the church.

Eric Preiss talks about his company's work on the wetlands site.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH FROM NOON - 3pm
.VIXJ

EVENT GOES ON RAIN OR SHINE!
'• Kids in costume can see"Spook!y the Square Pumpkin" for only $2 at 11am at the Canton Emagine Theater

• Trick or Treating for kids of all ages at participating merchants in Orange and Brown Blocks.
Have your Trick or Treat card stamped by all of the merchants and you'll go into a drawing for
special gifts. Shuttles will transport families to and from The Home Depot lot to Trick or Treat locations.
Merchants will have coupons and information for the adults too.

• Noon - 2pm Performances by The Amazing Clark Magician

• Kids: Home Depot's Craft's Workshop- Create and take home the project you make!
Adults: Home Depot will be hosting clinics running from Noon - 3pm on- Tiling,
Installing a Ceiling Fan, Interior Painting, and Crown Molding

• Magic 105.1 WMGC and Mitzi Miles will be hosting the event. They'll have Trick or Treat bags
for the kids, Scary/Friendly Storytelling, Skeleton Hoop Game, Magic Haunted Mingo (bingo).

e Pumpkin Painting, Face Painting, Climbing Wall, Inflatables, FREE cider and donuts

• Stop by the SHOPCanton Gazebo for your coupon bagl
:&• W.:;-.

SPECIAL OFFER: The first 25 people to present a receipt
from a Canton retailer for a purchase of $15 or more
spent on 10/23-10/25 will receive one FREE travel mug.
Receipt to be presented at Shop Canton Gazebo*

S 1 C A i

Participating
Trick or Treat Merchants
Ashoka Indian Restaurant

Bob Evans Restaurant

Carrabba's Italian Grill

Comfort Suites

Fairfield Inn

Gordon Food Service

Hampton Inn 6£ Suites

Emagine Canton

Home Depot

Logan's Roadhouse Restaurant

Parthenon Coney Island

Sam's Club

Starbucks

Wai mart

Zap Zone/GIo Golf
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Firefighter treated for
burn after RV blaze

CRIME WATCH

A Canton firefighter
burned through his turnout
gear was the only injury vic-
tim of a garage fire Friday
on Haggerty in Canton.

Canton Public Safety's dis-
patch center received several
911 calls shortly after 4 a.m.
When firefighters arrived,
they found a recreational
vehicle on fire, a blaze that
had spread to the garage,
which housed a pickup
Ll UCJV.

Firefighters quickly extin-
guished the blaze, but the RV
and the truck were believed
to be a total loss. The garage
suffered extensive damage in
the fire, which also did dam-
age to portions of the house.

The residents of the home
were in the house at the time
of the fire, but managed
to escape unharmed. The
Canton firefighter injured
in the fire was treated at
St. Joseph Hospital and
released.

Canton fire officials said
they believe the fire was
accidental and originated in
the RV.

Public safety survey
During the next few weeks,

the Canton Public Safety
Department will be mailing
out surveys to 4,000 random
residents in Canton. Surveys
will be evenly distributed
among Canton's four com-
munity policing areas.

The 12-question survey is
designed to give Canton resi-
dents an opportunity to rate
the services of the police and
fire departments. The survey

also asks residents for their
opinion as to which areas
they feel are most important
for police to concentrate
their efforts.

Survey results will be
tabulated, and Public Safety
officials will evaluate them
based on benchmarks estab-
lished from the same survey
conducted in 2006. Results
will also be used to develop
a plan of action to address
looUCO tllClL i l l t t j CH.1OC 11U1JU

the survey.
Look for the results to be

published around the first
of the year in the Canton
FOCUS newsletter, through
the local media, and on the
department's Web site at
www.cantonpublicsafety.
org.

New medical tool
The Canton Fire

Department has added a
new medical tool called the
EZ 10 for paramedics to use
on patients.

This new life-saving
device is used when normal
means of intravenous (IV)
access fails. The EZ IO is a
special needle that is insert-
ed into a leg bone so that IV
fluid and medication can be
delivered to critically ill or
injured patients.

Although the procedure
itself is not new, the special
needle and driver, which
resembles a small cordless
drill, are. Canton fire offi-
cials call the EZ 10 "faster,
safer and more efficient
when seconds count during
a medical emergency."

Woman tries to steal gas
station air pump

'j An employee of the BP gas
ii station southwest of Sheldon

and Joy told police that a
woman tried to steal an air
pump shortly before 10 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 15.

The employee said the woman
entered the station, got change
for a dollar and drove her yellow
Chevy Cavalier to the air pump,
where she was seen opening her
trunk and trying to break the
pump from its cement block by
rocking it back and forth.
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a store videotape.
At times, the woman also

moved her car to make it appear
as though she was putting air in
her tires, a police report said.

The suspect was described
as a white female with blonde
hair and wearing a pink hooded
sweat shirt with white letter-
ing, blue jeans and white tennis
shoes. She also was described as
5-foot-6 or 5-foot-7 and heavy-
set.

At one point, someone else
appeared on the videotape, but
police said the pair left without
getting the air pump.

Fake money passed

2A customer at the Tim
Horton's store on Ford east

Palmer Rd.J i ^ j \_\

ir~inr7;
nil -

of Haggerty passed a counter-
feit $50 at the drive-through
window around 9:30 p.m.
last Friday, an employee told
police.

The customer placed a $2.11
order for coffee and a dough-
nut and handed the worker the
counterfeit bill, according to
police reports. The employee
gave the driver his change,
noticed the bill had smeared
ink on it and called for the

manager, but the driver drove
off.

The employee told police the
driver appeared to be driv-
ing a four-door silver Lincoln.
The driver was described as a
"pudgy" male in his mid-30s
wearing glasses.

Truck stolen
V, A Dodge Ram 1500 pickup

-\*'truck was stolen from
the Bowery Grille & Pub, on

Ford Road east of Haggerty,
between 9 p.m. last Friday and
12:45 a.m. Saturday, a police
report said.

A man told police he and a
friend had gone to the bar in
the pickup and that his friend
placed the keys in a hooded
sweat shirt that he then put on
the back of a chair.

The men were talking to some
women at the other end of the
bar, and when they started to
leave the bar they noticed the
sweatshirt was gone. They went
outside and the truck was miss-
ing.

Suspicious visitor

4A woman who had company
staying at her house told

police she was missing several
items, including expensive jew-
elry.

The woman lives on Radnor,
northwest of Ford and Canton
Center, and she said she had as
many as 50 family members as
house guests during two week-
ends in October. The visit was
centered around a family get-
together for a wedding.

The victim told police she
noticed that two laptop comput-
ers were missing from a base-
ment, as well as $10,000 in jew-
elry from a master bedroom.

A police report described the
woman as distraught.

Groups set slate for annual senior safety seminar
The Canton Senior Safety Coalition,

Canton Leisure Services and Canton
Public Safety have scheduled their annual
Seniors: Safe, Sound & Secure seminar
for senior citizens on Tuesday, Nov. 17,
from noon to 3 p.m., at the Summit on the
Park.

This year's event will include guest
speakers, exhibits, games and raffles.
Topics to be covered include informa-
tion on Crime Stoppers, Navigating
the Internet and Social Networks,
the 2010 Census and more. Fire and
police personnel will also speak and

provide handouts.
This free event also includes lunch

and dessert provided by Heartland
Health Care and Assisted Moving.

For reservations, contact the
Canton Senior Desk at (734) 394-
5485.

I
"I came in because my lower back hurt so bad that it interfered with

my daily life. My first adjustment' was amazing and I felt relief right
away! Since beginning care, my improvements have been outstanding,
I feel like my active self again and I feel happier and healthier!
Thank you for making my experience pleasant and for being so
helpful. "—Kelly Techentin

We love when our patients share their experience of great
results with others—thanks, Kelly! We want our community to
understand that while chiropractic certainly doesn't treat any
conditions, it does correct the underlying cause of many symptoms
so that our patients experience tremendous relief and results.

Your nervous systems is the communication network of your
body, if there is interference to the normal functioning of your
nervous system, then your body won't work properly. We locate
and correct areas of nerve interference to restore normal
communication between your brain and your body so that healing
can take place naturally.—Drs, Tucker and Stacie Ford

&

Mention this ad afhd receive a COMPLIMENTARY

Nerve Function Test to see if chiropractic can

HELP YOU without drugs or their side effects,

Call us today: 248-465-0000

41740 Six Miie Rd, Ste 100 • firstchogeechiropractic.com C H O I C F
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by the Caldet Dairy in
www.iecocoabean.com

Hours: Mon-Wed 6am to 6pm, Thu-Fri 6am to 7:30pm, Sat 8am to 7:30pm, Sun 10am to 4pm

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION
TUESDAY. NOVEMBER 8.2009

Notice is hereby given that a General Election will be held in the City of Plymouth on Tuesday, November
3, 2009 from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. At that time candidates for the following
offices will be voted upon:

CITY COMMISSIONER (Four Positions to be vacated
November, 2009)

PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
(Three regular positions and One Partial Term
Ending 12/31/2011)

"PROPOSAL SECTION - WAYNE COUNTY"
PROPOSITION O

OPERATING MILLAGE RENEWAL

To renew the millage authorized in 2000, shall Wayne County be
Authorized to continue to levy this millage at the estimated 2008 rollback

Rate of 9.9529 (about 95 cents per $1,000 of taxable valuation) for ten
More years (2010 through 2019), and proceeds used to continue

Existing County services, including programs for arrest, detention and
Prosecution of criminals, juvenile court and related services, public health,

Recreation, County parks, job training, senior citizen services, and
Programs for meeting medical needs of the poor, the disabled, and the aged?

This renewal is projected to generate $43,495,573 in 2010.

YES

NO
STATEMENT AS REQUIRED BY ACT 278 OF PUBLIC ACTS OF 1964

Amending the Property Tax Limitation Act

I, RAYMOND J. WOJTOWICZ, Treasurer of Wayne County, Michigan, do hereby certify that, as of August
12, 2009 the total of all voted increases in excess of the tax rate limitation established by Section 6,
Article IX of the Constitution of the State of Michigan, as amended, and the years such increases are
effective on property in the County of Wayne are as follows:

Taxing Authorities

County of Wayne

Wayne County Jail

Wayne County Parks

Wayne County
Community College

WAYNE COUNTY
Wayne County, Michigan

Voted
Date of Election Increases

August 8, 2000

August 6, 2002

August 2, 2005

November 6, 2001

1 mill

lmill

0.25 mills

1.5 mills

Years
Increase Effective

2009

2011

2010

2010

Taxing Authorities

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Date of Election
Voted

Increases
Years

Increase Effective

Plymouth-Canton
Community SchoolsSeptember, 2004 18 mills 2014

(non homestead only)

Raymond J. Wojtowicz
Wayne County Treasurer

Absentee ballot applications may be requested in person from the Clerk's office, 201 S. Main Street,
Plymouth, MI, or by calling 734-453-1234, ext. 234 or 225. Absentee ballots will be issued to qualified
absentee voters in person in the Clerk's office from 8:00 a.m. - until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 31,
2009. On Monday, November 2, 2009, qualified voters can receive their ballots and vote them in the
Clerk's office until 4:00 p.m.

Individuals with disabilities who require special accommodations to participate in this election should
contact 734-453-1234. ext. 234 or 225.

PRECINCTS #1,2, 3,4

Publish: October 22, 2009

PRECINCTS AND LOCATION

Plymouth Cultural Center, 525 Farmer Street

Linda Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk

OE08677034-3x11
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Health screenings, demonstra-
tions, expert speakers and a meet and
greet with the star of Ethel Merman's
Broadway at the Gem Theatre attracted
hundreds of visitors last Friday to the
Observer & Eccentric and Hometown
Newspapers Senior Health & Living
Expo at Oakland Community College in
Farmington Hills.

Experts delivered presentations on
income and tax strategies, when is the
right time to make a move, stress man-
agement, massage therapy, yoga, dental
care and nutrition.

The OCC Nursing School provided
free health screenings.

Popular stops for expo goers was
the chocolate fountain offered by
Independence Village Waterstone,
free massages and morning coffee by
Starbucks along with the 40 exhibit
booths.

The expo was presented by the O&E
aiiu Huiutiuwil NcwspUpdis iii partner-
ship with Oakland Community College,
AM580 Motor City Favorites and V98.7
FM.

Exhibitors included The Preservation
of Affordable Housing — 920 On the
Park and 8330 On the River, Abbey
Park at Mill River, AM 580 Motor *
City Favorites, American House
Senior Living Residences, Ameriprise
Financial, Bath Fitter, Bergman Porretta
Eye Center, Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan, Botsford Hospital, Brookside
Senior Living, Chelsea Retirement
Community, Denopt Inc., Erickson
Living/Fox Run, Fluke Hearing
Instruments, Garan Lucow Miller P.C.,
Gem & Century Theatres, HeathQuest's
Back & Neck Solution Centers.

Also exhibiting Heartland Healthcare,
HearUSA, Hug Center for Hearing,
Humana, Huron-Clinton Metroparks,
Innovative Hearing Services, Jack W.
Boiling, P.C., Medical Diagnostics,
Medilodge, Metlife Bank, Midwest
Financial Consultants, Inc., National
Multiple Sclerosis Society (Michigan
Chapter), Oakland Community College,
Oakland Hills Memorial Gardens,
Optimum Hearing Care, Oreck
Clean Home Centers, Planned Home
Improvement, Saturn of Farmington
Hills, Senior Helpers, Senior Village
Management, Stevens Worldwide
Van Lines, Trinity Senior Living
Communities, University of Michigan
Livonia Vein Center (Livonia), V98.7 and
Waltonwood Senior Living.

A spring expo is planned for May
2010 at the VisTaTeeh Center at
Schoolcraft College in Livonia.

delivers facts, fun for seni

PHOTOS BY DAVID REEC

Members of The Farmington Red Hattitudes (a local Red Hat Society Chapter) meet and greet Rita McKenzie, star of "Ethel Merman's Broadway" at the Gem. Pictured (from left) are
Hattitudes members Harlean McGrath, June Mahle and Renae Banks, McKenzie, Red Hatter Dorothy Bruce, Steve Nesbitt, house manager at the Gem and Red Hatters Polly Varhol and
Shirley Ziemba. Ziemba is Queen (leader) of the Farmington Red Hattitudes which meets the third Wednesday of the month for lunch at the Costick Center in Farmington Hills.

Greeting guests
at the chocolate
fountain is Doug
Waller from
independence
Village Waterstone.
He talks with Reta
Alexander from
Redford Township.

Botsford Commons, a senior living community in Farmington Hills, was
among the exhibitors at last week's expo.

Bill Joyner, of
Livonia, talks with
Pat Krolikowski at
the Planned Home
Improvement
booth at last
week's expo.
The Westland-
based business,
founded in 1969,
is now owned and
operated by the
third generation of
Kwoleks - Mike and
Mark.

WHAT'S ON
VDUR PLAVUST?
Music. We love the beat the bass and the lyrics. But is that all there is?

i n i h i p s in ©ur lives. Our -playlists are filled with mum that i i i i f i i f c
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№ u s a s w e listen to the heart, consider the truth and feel the beat of the
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