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Voters who missed the can-
didates' forum for Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education
candidates at Plymouth City Hall
are now getting daily chances to
see it.

Thanks to the efforts of city
officials, a recording of the hour-
long forum is airing on cable
television through the Nov. 3
election.

The forum will air on WOW
channel 18 and Comcast channel
19 at 10 a.m., 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
daily through the election.

Five candidates - incumbents
Judy Mardigian and Barry
Simescu and Plymouth Township
residents Larry Martin, Adrienne
Davis and Eric Bacyinski - are
vying for three four-year terms.

John Jackson is running unop-
posed for the lone two-year seat
available.

The forum was sponsored by
the League of Women Voters of
Northwest Wayne County.

The Plymouth Whalers annual
Pink Out! For Breast Cancer
Awareness happens Saturday,
Oct. 24 at 7:05 p.m. against the
Belleville Bulls at Compuware
Arena.

The Whalers will be wear-
ing special pink jerseys for the
event and the entire team will
be dying their hair pink. The
game-worn pink jerseys will be
auctioned off the night of the
Pink Out!

The Whalers Team Pink Out
happens Wednesday, Oct. 21, at
Lucky Hair Company in Canton.
Plymouth players will be going
to Lucky's in shifts of 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m. on Oct. 21 to color
their hair. Fans are welcome to
watch.

The Canton Senior Center has
cancelled the Senior Flu Shot
Clinic that was scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 21, due to lack of
flu vaccines.

The flu vaccine will not be
available until the beginning of
November, and the clinic will be
rescheduled as soon as further
information is available.

The clinic is overseen by the
Visiting Nurses Association and is
for the seasonal flu, not the HlNl
Virus. The Center for Disease
Control and Prevention recom-
mends that anyone who wants to
reduce their chances of getting
seasonal flu should consider get-
ting a seasonal influenza vaccine,
when appropriate.

For updated information on the
Senior Flu Clinic and all Senior
Summit events and activities
please call 734/394-5485 or visit
www.cantonfun.org.

District gets shot at H1N1 vaccines
BY BRAD KADR1CH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In a survey conducted over
three nights earlier this week,
parents of almost half the stu-
dents in the Plymouth-Canton
school district said they would
have their children get the HlNl
flu vaccination if it were made
available in the district.

They're about to get their
chance.

Wayne County health offi-
cials announced Friday the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools would be one of the

county's locations for a satellite
shot clinic now that the vaccine
has been made available.

Logistics are still being
worked out, but district officials
said the vaccines will likely be
made available around Nov. 9 in
most of the district's buildings.

"They have one of the largest
districts, and they expressed
interest early on," said Dr. Talat
Danish, medical director with
the Wayne County Department
of Public Health. "They have
several schools on campus
where children go back and
forth from one school to the

other."
The survey, conducted

Monday through Wednesday
evenings using the district's
Synervoice schools-connect tele-
phone system, made more than
12,000 calls and produced a
49.1-percent participation rate.
District officials said an accept-
able participation rate is more
like 10-15 percent.

"It shows parents are con-
cerned," said Frank Ruggirello,
the district's director of commu-
nity relations.

Please see HlNl, A2

SETTIHG THE SHOT
Plymouth-Canton students can get their H1N1 vaccines

at school in early November. Others looking to get the

shot can try these other locations:

• Schoolcraft College, 18600 Haggerty, Livonia, Nov. 14

and Dec. 5,10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Wayne County Health Department office, 17421

Telegraph, Redford, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., by

appointment only, (313) 537-1708.

• Wayne County Health Department office, 33030 Van

Born, Wayne, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday,

Thursday and Friday; 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday; by

appointment only Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday, call (734-

727-7100.

Turning
the page

Canton author pens story of overcoming abuse
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton writer Gregg Tyler
Milligan has penned a harrowing
new book about a young boy who
escapes the physical, sexual and
emotional abuse of a vicious mother
— only to learn he still loves her
and, even after her death, remains

haunted
N T OFF HE NESSES
• What: 'A Beautiful

World'

• Who: Canton author

Gregg Milligan

• Why: "One of the

decisions I made when

I decided to write the

book was to be brutally

honest," Milligan said.

• Where: Self-pub-

lished through Dog

Ear Publishing LLC; list nightmares
price of $14.95; avail- and anxiety
able online through disorder,
Barnes & Noble and Milligan has
through Amazon.com. achieved in

academics,
athletics,

the military and corporate America.
Yet his 142-page book, curiously
titled A Beautiful World, mostly
focuses on the years when he was
8 to 11 years old, before he and two
siblings were removed from their
mother's home.

"One of the decisions I made when
I decided to write the book was to be

byabmtal
childhood.

Milligan,
46, said the
story is his

D e s p i t e

a wretched
childhood
that he said
still trig-

Canton author Gregg Milligan and wife Sarah Milligan talk about his book, 'A Beautiful World.

brutally honest," Milligan said, sitting
with wife Sarah in the dining room of
their home near Beck and Cherry Hill
roads. She occasionally placed a com-
forting hand on his back as he talked
about his first book.

Milligan said he spent his early
years in Ypsilanti — the second
youngest of seven siblings. His
younger sister verified statements
Milligan made for this story.

Milligan said his late father left

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

home when he was only 2 years old
but returned, off and on, over the
years, and the father was abusive to
the mother.

Please see AUTHOR A2
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BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Traffic snarls on the west side of the Cherry
Hill-Canton Center intersection are expected to
improve after work crews finish a road-widening
project that began in earnest Thursday.

"It should make a huge difference," Canton
Municipal Services Director Tim Faas said. "It
will relieve some of the traffic congestion during
the morning rush hour, and it should make a big
improvement in safety at the intersection."

Livonia-based Peter A. Basile Sons, Inc., has
started a long-awaited project to widen Cherry
Hill and add longer turn lanes for eastbound
motorists turning north and south onto Canton
Center — a move township engineer Tom Casari
said should ease traffic flow.

Traffic turning west onto Cherry Hill from
southbound Canton Center also will have a little
more room to maneuver, Casari said.

Faas said construction crews hope to have
the project "substantially complete" within four
weeks or so, improving conditions at an intersec-
tion where 112 accidents occurred between 2004

herry Hill fix
and 2008, according to the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments.

Those statistics placed the Cherry Hill-Canton
Center intersection ninth in overall crashes in the
township.

After the project is completed, the west side
of the intersection will be more like the already-
wider east side.

Canton Police Lt. Scott Hilden said traffic prob-
lems are worse during the morning rush hour,
when eastbound vehicles tend to stack up as driv-
ers line up to make their turns north and south
onto Canton Center. The bottleneck also hampers
efforts of motorists who are not turning, but sim-
ply traveling east on Cherry Hill.

"Right now during the morning rush hour we
get long back-ups," he said, adding that safety con-
ditions worsen even more as some drivers use the
shoulder of the road to try to maneuver around
long lines of traffic.

"Once you widen and spread out the roadway,
it's going to allow for a more orderly flow of traffic
in the area," Hilden said.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

New spinal
decompression
therapy! Alleviate back
pain without surgery.
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FROM PAGE A1

The survey of parents
showed more than 9,000
students in the district would
take advantage of the shots.
Another 1,200 non-students
(children between 6 months
old and school age) would also
get the shots.

Now that the county has
named the district a site, con-
sent forms will be sent home
with all students. Parents who
responded in the survey will
still have a chance to change
their minds.

"The district is providing the
service," Ruggirello said. "We
are not saying 'get the shot'
or 'don't get the shot.' That's a
family decision."

Plymouth-Canton is one of
eight mass distribution sites
designated by the county, but
the only school-based site.
Danish said while the general
public won't be able to get the
vaccine at Plymouth-Canton,
they can go to any of the other
seven sites.

More information about
those sites is available at www.
waynecounty.com

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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615 West Lafayette, Detroit, Ml 48226

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
OF LIENED PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that a closed bid sale will be held on October
29. 2009 at 1:00 P.M. at 40671 Joy Road, Canton Michigan 48187,
County of Wayne. AMERICA'S BUDGET STORAGE will sell to
satisfy the lien on the property stored at 40671 Joy Road, Canton
Michigan 48187, by the following persons. The inventories listed
below were notated by the tenants at the time of rental.
AMERICA'S BUDGET STORAGE makes no representation or
warranty that the units contain said inventories. Unit D44, Olack,
FurnVBoxes; Unit F16, Robinson, HHG; Unit H07, FurnTBoxes;

•Unit 112, Love, HHG; Unit Cl l l , Jenkins, Furn./Boxes; Unit 135,
Hancock, HHG; Unit J21, Carnovsky, HHG; Unit C109, Perkins,
Furn./Boxes.
Publish: October 11 &18, 2009 OE08676294 2X2

Check us out on the Web every
.com

During what Milligan called
his mother's "fits of rage," he
recalled times he said he was
punched, kicked and hit with
objects such as hammers, ash
trays and belts. He said his
mother received government
aid but also worked as a pros-
titute to get money, partly for
her substance abuse involving
alcohol and pharmaceutical
drugs.

"She was a prostitute as long
as I can remember," he said.

Milligan said he was
between the ages of 8 and 11
when the worst physical and
sexual abuse occurred — much
of it by his own mother. He
said she also occasionally
turned him over to adult men
for sexual favors to get money.

Milligan began phoning his
oldest siblings for help, and he
said a court battle ultimately
resulted in authorities taking
him and two other siblings,
who also were abused, from
their mother. He said the
other, older children already
had left home.

Milligan at times stayed
with older siblings, his father,
with friends, in a boys' home,
in foster homes and, when he
was 17, with a minister who
helped him.

"I did my best to stay in
school, and I avoided the drugs
and alcohol, but I was quick-
tempered," he said.

Milligan ran track in high
school, got a partial scholar-
ship and eventually earned
a bachelor's degree in busi-
ness and mathematics from
Siena Heights University.
He spent time in the U.S.
Air Force before getting his
master's degree in computer
engineering from Wayne State
University.

Milligan said he suffered a
"severe nervous breakdown"
when he was 19 and began see-
ing a therapist.

"That's when things really
began to change," he said.

Around the time he was in
boot camp for the U.S. Air
Force, Milligan learned his
college girlfriend was preg-
nant with his only son, Gregg
Tyler Milligan II. The couple
married for several years
before splitting up.

"My greatest accomplish-

BILLBRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton author Gregg Milligan said his main goal was to "be brutally honest" in his first book, 'A Beautiful World.'

ment is that my son has never,
ever known violence," Milligan
said.

Milligan has held computer
engineering and executive
level positions in corporate
America. He took a severance
package last year, and he has
now finished a book he said he
spent 10 years writing.

The book, self-published
through Dog Ear Publishing
LLC, debuted in August for
a list price of $14.95, and it
is available online through
Barnes & Noble and through
Amazon.com. It can be found

on those sites by searching
the title or Milligan's full
name.

Milligan and wife Sarah,
who has a career in the com-
puter field, have been mar-
ried just over a year but have
known each other for 13 years.
He said he mostly has contact
with only two of his siblings.

"Gregg's story — and know-
ing he was able to persevere
— may help others know that
they're not alone," his wife
said.

When Gregg Milligan began
writing his book, he initially

had a working title of God
Must Be Sleeping. But he
settled on A Beautiful World
because he has had achieve-
ments despite a troubled child-
hood that still haunts him. He
hopes the book will help others
who may have endured the
pain he survived.

"The message I want to
put out is a message of hope
— that we are here to save one
another, and as long as you
stay in the game, it'll be OK,"
he said.

dclem@hometownlife.com (313) 222-2238

BECAUSE EVERY MOMENT COUNTS
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PANDORA TM Komen

Saturday, Oct. 24th
9:30 a.m.- 4 p

Design your
unforgettable

moments with
Pandora charms,
rings, necklaces,

and earrings in
sterling silver

and 14k. gold.
Prices from $25.

GIFT WITH PURCHASE

Receive a free BUILT Bag, co-branded with

PANDORA & Susan G. Komen for the Cure

with a purchase of $150 or more of PANDORA

Store Hours:
Tues.-Fri. 9:30-6:00

Sat. 9:30-4:00
Closed Sim. & Mon.

6018 Canton Center
(North of Ford Rd.)
P: 734.207.1906

www.showroomofelegance.com
OE08676803

US. Pat No. 7,007,50? AH f«hts reserved - PANDORA-JfcWURY.COf

MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE
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Daily Lunch Special Menu
Monday through Friday

10 am - 4 pm

SpeEiai I
Dinner for E i

t Includes: lamb kabob, *!
i chicken kabob, sheesh kafta, \ \
I hummus, baba ghanouj, ' .
I tabouli, two salads & ; .
i complimentary dessert *.

Mediterranean Cuisine
;

Offer expires 11-23-09

Serving ike finest Fair Trade Orgfan.Icf locally roastei
coTieef lattes, cappuccinos .. . Hot, over ice? or menae«

We are ©pee at
6 a.m. M~F

We make our own brans!
©f chocolate in house

L a i le www.lecocoabean.com

Hours: Mon-Wed 6am to 6pm, Thu-Fri 6am to 7:30pm, Sat 8am to 7:30pm, Sun 10am to 4pm



Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, October 18,2009 (C)

"Around Canton" is designed-to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Skate for food
The Canton Goodfellows

and Skatin' Station II are
partnering in an effort to raise
food for charity.

"Skate on Your Can" food
drive takes place 6:30-8:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 11, at
Skatin' Station II, 8611 Ronda
in Canton. Skaters get ice time
for free with a donation of
three canned good or non-per-
ishable items. All proceeds go
to Canton Goodfellows.

For more information, visit
the Web site www.skatinsta-
tion2.com or call (734) 459-
6401.

Corriveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30
at Parthenon Coney Island,
39910 Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

First Step program
Judith Barr, Associate

Director of First Step, will
present a program on domestic
violence on Oct. 29, 2-3 p.m. at
the Canton Public Library.

First Step is a local resource
offering free services to indi-
viduals affected by domestic
violence and sexual assault.
October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month and First
Step believes that prevention
and awareness are key compo-
nents to ending violence in our
communities.

This program will be held
in the library's Purple Room.
It is free, no registration is
required. For more informa-
tion, visit www.firststep-
mi.org or www.cantonpl.org.

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road in Canton.

Cabaret night
Come to the cabaret! The

Spotlight Players' version,
that is. For one night only, the
group is taking The Biltmore
Studio at The Village Theater
and transforming it into an
intimate night club.

Six vocalists will take you
on a musical journey through

AROUND CANTON

some of Broadway's great
shows, including numbers
from Anything Goes, Fiddler
on the Roof, The Sound of
Music, Company, Hello, Dolly!,
Oklahoma and Kiss Me Kate.

"Come to the Cabaret" takes
place 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24.
Cabaret-style seats are limited
so purchase tickets now! Come
tap your toes to classic tunes
while enjoying a beverage from
the cash bar and finger food
from the concession stand.

The performance takes
place at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry
Hill in Canton. The Village
Theater has free parking is
handicap accessible.

Tickets are available by
phone at the Village Theater
Box Office at (734) 394-5300
or (734) 394-5460 or online
at www.canton-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater or in person at
The Summit on the Park or
at the door. Box office opens
one hour prior to show-Lime.
Tickets are $15.

For more information about
Spotlight Players or Spotlight
on Youth productions call at
(734) 480-4945 or visit www.
spotlightplayersmi.org.

St. Michael openings
Registrations are being

accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton
for the 2009-2010 school year.
There are openings in 3 and 4
year old preschool classes, as
well as young fives and kinder-
garten.

Their academic program is
taught by qualified and cre-
dentialed teachers and they
support the development of
the whole child in a small class
size setting.

The school is located at
7000 Sheldon Road inside of
St. Michael Lutheran Church.
For more information, call
(734) 459-9720.

Breast cancer fund-raiser
Sue Turner and two of her

dearest friends will be walking
in the Michigan 3-day to raise
money for Susan G Komen
Breast Cancer Research. The
event is one in which they will
walk a total of 60 miles over
the course of three days, train-
ing hundreds of miles to get
ready for this weekend-long
event.

The three wanted to do

their part in fighting against
the disease. They've created a
cookbook for people to enjoy
and also at the same time
contribute to a great cause. In
order to accomplish their goal,
they gathered recipes from
friends and family.

"The title of the book just
seemed to fall into place ...
'3 Friends, 3 Reasons (for
walking the 3day), 3 Hearts,'"
Turner said. "Our team name
for the walk is "BE BOLD."
"BE BOLD" is a statement
of power. BE BOLD to fight
for what you believe in; BE
BOLD to go beyond your
comfort zone ... the list is
endless."

The book consists of 400
wonderful recipes. Including
the trio's signature cookie "Be
Bold! Chocolate Peanut Butter
Bites."

Each book is $15. Additional
shipping charges may apply for
non-local buyers.

For more iiiiorniation, con-
tact Turner at turnercrew@
comcast.net or (734) 812-2937.

Girls want to scrap
Canton Newcomers will

be hosting "Girls Just Wanna
Have Fun," a two-day crop, as
their fall fund-raiser.

This fun-filled event will
feature amazing "make and
takes," as well as exciting raf-
fles and door prizes. You can
look forward to working with a
talented and spirited group of
scrappers.

Space is still available,
contact Laura Malone on
(734) 945-0749, or visit www.
cantonnewcomers.org. Ticket
cost is 2-days for $50 or 1-day
for $30, meals and drinks
are included. The crop will
be held on Friday, Oct. 23,
from noon to midnight and
Saturday, Oct. 24, 8 a.m. to
10 p.m.

Women's expo
Holiday Women's Expo

hosted by the Polish National
Alliance Women's Division
hosts a Holiday Women's Expo
Nov. 1 at All Saints Catholic
School on Warren between
Beck and Ridge roads in
Canton.

Come shop and relax, light
lunch available. Polish piero-
gies for sale. Call Gloria (734)
422-1731 or Barb (734) 634-
7780.
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Friends
dog park fund-raiser

BY DARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

They're a persistent group,
these Friends of the Canton
Township Dog Park.

Friends member Debi
Greene has called on dog lov-
ers to attend a fund-raiser
noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
24, at Crimboli Nursery &
Landscape, 50145 Ford Road
west of Ridge.

Greene billed it as the perfect
fall event featuring hayrides,
food, dog adoptions, a family
costume contest with prizes for
children and dogs — and, she
hopes, entertainment.

T4-'« 4.1.,. 1mi^«4- n£fn..4. *.„ „„ ;„ , .
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money for a fenced-in dog park
where pets can play off-leash
on the west side of Denton
Road north of Cherry Hill.

"Many of our residents go
to other places to let their
dogs play off-leash because
there's no place close to home,"
Greene said. "They go to our
local parks, but they're not
very dog-friendly because you
have to keep your dog on a
leash at all times."

That'll change, she said,
when Canton has its own dog
park, which will include sepa-
rate play areas for large and
small dogs.

"The dogs will get to play
with other dogs and social-
ize," Greene said, much like
they have been doing at special
"Bark at the Moon" fund-rais-
ers that have simulated an
off-leash dog park in Heritage
Park.

"When we do our 'Bark at
the Moon' events, it is so much
fun to watch the dogs play
with other dogs they've never

>aiaKfav October.?-
-3 pm
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You can go to the dogs with Jesse, Pete and Champagne at Howling for the
Dog Park on Saturday, Oct. 24 at Crimboli Landscape. Linda Crimboli and
Debi Greene say that you and your favorite canine should come on by from
noon to 3 p.m. and help support Canton's dog park.

met before," said Greene, who
has two dogs of her own, a
Bischon named Champagne
and a Belgian Malinois called
Ginger.

Abe Vinitski, the township's
parks and facilities supervisor,
has said dog park organizers
have raised more than $16,000

toward their $60,000 goal.
They plan to start some pre-
liminary work, such as a drive-
way and parking area, this fall.

It isn't certain when the dog
park will be ready for pets and
their owners.

dciem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Do they live alone / Lonesome
Are they forgetting to take

Sometimes a person's ability to remain safe
and comfortable at home can be compromised.
Choosing to allow someone into your home is a
big step.

At Smart , our goal is to make the
transition as easy as possible. The friendly staff
at SmartCtr are here to assist you through the
process.
Some of the services we offer include:

ability to drive?
Living with Dementia / Alzheimer's
Has the person fallen lately?
Recovering from a recent surgery,
broken bone, stroke or other illness.
Is the family stressed, over-
whelmed, and exhausted trying
to help care for their loved one? ?
Do they want to remain in their I
home versus an assisted living ' • \
facility or nursing home?

of Tr*~T~fnrY\p C*HVP
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Touching lives
Efforts land teacher board's Extra Miler award

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

This time, first-graders
Ella Workman and Morgan
Cummings didn't have to raise
their hands to speak.

This time, they were handed
a microphone, and they did the
loudest talking.

That's what made it spe-
cial for Julie Jones, recog-
nized Tuesday night with the
Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education's Mary Beth Carroll
Extra Miler Award for her
contributions to the education
of children as a first-grade
teacher at Bird Elementary.

"She does (everything) in a
fun way," Ella Workman said.
"She cares about me, and I
know it."

According to her peers,
Jones, who started her career
as a long-term substitute,
cares about all her students.
Jones frequently peruses the
previous year's yearbook so
that, on the first day of school,
she can welcome children by
sight in an effort to make them
feel more welcome.

Board member Dianne
Gonzalez, who made Tuesday's
presentation to Jones, recount-
ed the story of Jones' work
with Gonzalez's own son.

"(Jones) worked so well
with us," said Gonzalez. "Now
I realize she does that with
everyone."

Jones is one of three teach-
ers - Jeff Blakeslee of Canton
High School and Salem High
School teacher Valerie Leveille
are the others - nominated
for the Michigan Department

MARY HOLALY

Bird Elementary School teacher Julie Jones, here reading a story with her class, earned the Plymouth-Canton Board
of Education's Extra Miler Award.

of Education's Teacher of the
Year Award.

In a congratulatory letter,
Mike Flanagan, superinten-
dent of public instruction for
the state, said her nomination
for Teacher of the Year means
she was identified as a teacher
who "is ... exceptionally dedi-

cated, inspires students, has
the respect and admiration
of students, parents and col-
leagues, and plays an active
and useful role in the com-
munity."

Jones credits Lenore
Goshown, the teacher for
whom she began subbing, with

her approach to students.
"When I think about how

I got here, I give the credit to
her," Jones said. "She's the one
who taught me how to get to
know the kids."

It's a skill she has learned
well, according to her boss,
Bird Elementary Principal Sue
Kelty.

"Julie Jones has touched the
lives of so many children at
Bird School," Kelty said. "We're
very proud of her."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

Even good audit is trumped
by gloomy economic news

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Even the good news in the
Plymouth-Canton school
district - and school dis-
tricts around the state, real-
ly - is being overshadowed
by foreboding economic
possibilities.

Diane Wells of Plante
Moran was delivering what
was a solid audit of the
district's budget and finan-
cial reporting practices,
but even she couldn't stay
away from what will be the
district's precarious finan-
cial position if the state goes
through with cuts its talk-
ing about in public educa-
tion funding.

The audit itself went well,
though. •

"We've issued an unquali-
fied opinion, which is the
highest level of assurance we
can offer you as auditors,"
Wells told board members
Tuesday night. "The good
news is the district staff was
well-prepared and there
were no difficulties in per-
forming the audit. The bad
news is your funding status."

Among items discussed:
• Stabilization funding

- Plymouth-Canton received
something more than $7
million in stimulus money to
help overcome shortfalls in
the state's education budget.
In their report, auditors said
"stabilization funds had a
significant impact on this
year's audit." More stabiliza-
tion funds will be used to
help the 2OO9/2O1O budget.

• Foundation allowance
- According to the audit
report, between $550
and $600 per pupil of the
foundation allowance is
expected to be made up in
stimulus funding. Wells

pointed out that districts
with higher foundation
allowances wouldn't feel the
pain as much as the lower-
funded districts.

8 The future - Stimulus
funding isn't expected
to be available after the
2009/2010 school year,
which had auditors suggest-
ing the district begin work
soon on its budget plan for
2011, which will have to be
in place in less than a year.

Conversation also turned
to the district's fund bal-
ance, on which officials may
need to rely heavily if the
state continues to slash the
foundation grant. The fund
balance is at some $10 mil-
lion, far below recommend-
ed standards for a budget of
some $160 million.

"Some experts say it
should be 20 percent, but I
think that's a little unrealis-
tic," Wells told board mem-
bers. "I think you've got to
be looking at 10 percent as
a target."

The gloomy economic
news came as no surprise to
a district that's been dealing
with dwindling funds for
some time now. The board
has already begun setting
up a proactive process for
writing next year's budget,
with several committees
that will include board
members, administrators
and residents at large from
around the district.

"We know all the bad news
... none of that was shock-
ing," board secretary Nancy
Eggenberger said. "I'm glad
you pointed out districts
with a higher foundation
allowance weren't going to
feel it like we are. That's very
frustrating for us."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313)222-8899
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"I USED TO WONDER IF MOM WAS LONELY

NOW SHE HAS MORE
FRIENDS THAN I
(r>/ £ your mom lives by herself,

it's only natural to worry about her
during the course of yotir day. After
all, you remember a time when she was
constantly on the go- Nowadays, she
stays home inore and more. "You find
yourself constantly wondering: Is she
lonely? Is she safe? Is she happy?

Help quiet your worries by looking into
senior living at The Farlc at Trowbridge.
Many seniors are energized with a whole
new zest for life as they socialize with
people their own age, people they can

At, The Park at Tmwbridge, you'll
enjoy rediscovering the things you've
always loved to do like exploring- the
Detroit Institute of Art, shopping at
the Somerset Collection or taking in a
movie at the Palladiasru

See lor yourself why seniors living' at
The Park at Trowbridge experience an
invigorating sense of independence,

optimism,

Y o u r s t o r y c o n t i n u e s h e r e , . . Is

For more information
or to visit, call today!

244 H Civic Center Drive
Southfield, Ml 48033 jgz^ HORIZON^BAY

| w w w . h o r i i o n b a y , c o m i
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Theater troupe puts laughter in community service
BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Start with a narcoleptic
weatherman, a lady who
thinks she's Carol Burnett, a
priest and two nuns who do a
bluegrass aerobics show. Toss
in two defrocked televange-
lists and you have the basis
for KORK-TV, an original
comedy being presented by
the Westland-based Inspire
Theatre later this month.

Written and directed by Len
Fisher, the founder of Inspire
Theatre, the play is the story
of the defrocked televange-
lists, played by Mike Renda
of Dearborn and Murad Abel
of Dearborn Heights, the who
swap prison time for com-
munity service running an old
broken down TV station in
Cork, Idaho, and the eccentric
people who work there.

The play is a spinoff of an
idea that surfaced during an
improvisational class last year
and took Fisher about a month
to complete.

"It took on a life of its own,"
Fisher said. "We wanted to go
with a different opener, but
someone said they wanted to
do KORK-TV and it inspired
me to finish it."

The cast is a mixture of pro-
fessional actors, like Abel, who
has appeared in eight films
made in Michigan. Others
honed their skills on stage
at Second City or at commu-
nity theater venues around
the area. Rehearsals began
in September at the Warren

INSPIRE THEATRE
What: 'KORK-TV,' an original
comedy.
When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday and
Friday, Oct. 29-30, and Nov. 6-7
Where: Inside the Warren Road
Light and Life Church, 33445
Warren Road, between Wayne
Road and Venoy, Westland
Tickets: $12 each
Information: Call (734) 751-7057
or go online to www.inspirethe-
atre.com

Gerry Wiatr of Westland plays Sister Margaret and Lucio Raineri of Canton is
Father McCauley, members of a two-nun, one priest bluegrass aerobics show.

Road Light and Life Church,
where its old sanctuary has
been transformed into the
Inspire Theatre. The theater is
an intimate setting, with seat-
ing for 75, although the troupe
has squeezed in as many as a
115 theater goers.

"The front row is really the
front row," Bobbi Gladden
said. "If you were at Sea World,
it would be the splash row."

'WANTED TO DO THIS'
Gladden, a Livonia resident,

plays Carol Burnett. This is
her third Inspire Theatre pro-

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
ACCURACY TESTING FOR

VOTING EQUIPMENT
WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 21. 2009.11:30 a.m.

The City of Plymouth will be conducting the accuracy testing for
the optical scan voting equipment, as well as the hearing impaired
equipment for the General Election to be held on Tuesday,
November 3, 2009. The test is scheduled for Wednesday, October
21, 2009 at 11:30 a.m. at the Cultural Center, 525 Farmer Street,
Plymouth, MI 48170.

This is an open testing session and any interested person is
encouraged to attend. Miller Consultations & Elections will be
conducting the testing to assure that the voting equipment has
been programmed appropriately.

If there are any questions, please direct them to the City Clerk's
office at 734-453-1234, ext. 234. The Plymouth Cultural Center is
in compliance with the American Disabilities Act and is
handicapped accessible.

LINDA LANGMESSER, CMC
City Clerk

Publish: October 18, 2009 0608673750.2x3.5

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

RFP-USF FORM 470/FY2010 - Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools is accepting Bids for Telephone Services/Dedicated Circuits
for FY2010 of the Universal Services Fund (USF) E-rate Program.
Specifications are available at the following web site: triple-r.us/
erate/RFP-PCCSFYlO.pdf.

Bidders may also obtain, upon request, a copy of the RFP at the
E. J. McClendon 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, MI 48170. RFP's are
to be labeled "USF Telecommunications Bid" and received in the
Technology Department by no later than 2:00P.M., Friday, October
30, 2009. All questions regarding this RFP should be directed to
James Casteel at 734-416-2708. The Plymouth Canton Community
Schools Board of Education reserves the right to reject or decline
any/or all Bids received.

Statement of Assurance of Compliance
with Federal Law

It is the policy of the Plymouth Canton Community Schools
not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,

age, gender, height, weight, disability, religion or marital
status in any of its programs, activities or employment.

Address Inquiries To: Jim Larson-Shidler, 454 South Harvey,
Plymouth, Michigan 48170 or by phone at (734) 416-2740.

Board of Education
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools

Nancy Eggenberger, Secretary

Publish: October 11 & 18, 2009 OE08676268 2X4.5

duction.
"I always wanted to do this

(live theater). It's something I
always wanted to do," she said.
"My daughter got me into it."

Her husband Jim did
dramas at the church. His
first experience with Inspire
Theatre was being pulled out
of the audience to be a partici-
pant.

"I had to respond and I had
no script," said Gladden, who
plays Dooley, the go-to guy
at the TV station. "I've been
doing it ever since. Because
of Inspire Theatre, I did my

first and last singing and solo
performance. I'm not a great
signer, but I made it work."

Lucio Raineri does sing and
play guitar. Cast as Father
McClusky, Raineri is appear-
ing in his first play with
Inspire Theatre. He discovered
the troupe on Facebook and
decided to audition. Little did
he know that he'd finally use
the banjo he bought five years
ago.

"I never played it until
this came along," said the
Argentine native, who has
been a tango singer and played
a flamenco guitar at different
places around the state. "Len
didn't know I had one. He
couldn't believe it. It was fate."

Tia Austin of Garden City
plays Sister Ann, while Gerry
Wiatr of Westland plays
Sister Maragret. A native of
Washington state, Austin
always wanted to do com-
munity theater, but was never
brave enough to try.

24MPG
8 Passenger

Seating

'We are Professional Grade11

StkiTf'^

Lease Payment >x-^JK^J:^J mo./48 mo. lease
ZERO DOWN PAYMENT

14949 Sheldon Rd. • Plymouth,
(het.M-14&5MileRoad)

*Due at delivery 1 st payment + tax, title, plates and doc. 12,000 miles per year. GM employee and eligib
family members. All rebates to dealer. OEO8676(

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5,2009
6:00 P.M.

PLEASE NOTE that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold its
Regular Meeting on Thursday, November 5, 2009 commencing at
6:00 p.m., to consider:

• 14730 Farmbrook is in an R-l zoning district and the
applicant is requesting two variances. The first
addition is a laundry room (12.4 x 8.5) and the second
is a master bedroom (17 x 25.2). The minimum
required rear yard setback is fifty (50) feet; the
laundry room proposed addition would create a rear
yard setback of forty (43) feet, encroaching into the
required rear yard setback by seven (7) feet. The
bedroom proposed addition would create a rear yard
setback of forty one point four (41.4) feet,
encroaching into the required rear yard setback by
eight point six (8.6) feet. The applicant is asking for a
rear yard setback variance of 7 feet and 8.6 feet

The meeting will be held at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N.
Haggerty Road in the Town Hall Meeting Room.

For further information contact Plymouth Township Building
Department 734 354-3210.

Publish: October 18, 2009 OE08677022 - 2x4

"I did little skits in church,
but it wasn't until I came here
to this church to do a play at
Easter that I was thrown into
it," she said.

Her main strength is the visu-
al arts, so she helped with back-
drops, took photographs during
productions and helped with
ticket sales and concessions.

"That's how I got my foot in
the door," she said. "I felt this
was right time to be on stage.
It feels more comfortable
because I know the people in
Inspire Theatre."

A FEW SURPRISES
Fisher in an e-mail encour-

aged Austin to stretch her
character, so she has a few
surprises planned, although
she's not sure she'll do them at
the dress rehearsal of the first
performance.

"Sister Ann wears a pair of
glasses with rhinestones one
them. I also pull out a nail file
and file my nails," she said.
"We're two nuns with a guitar
who play Good Lovin'."

Deanna Lee of Redford has
been with the theater troupe
for five years, starting with it
when it did shows at Covenant
Church in Dearborn. It offered
her the opportunity to play
different roles than in real life
and perform in front of people.

"I love it," Lee said. "They let
me perform on stage. I get to
escape from reality. I only do

this with Inspire Theatre."
Lee and Bill Peterson of

Livonia play talk show hosts
Mary and Harry. Lee has
been in 12 Inspire produc-
tions, including The Wizard
ofOz, Divine Stella Divine,
It's a Wonderful Life and
Father of the Bride. Preston is
in his third show as an actor,
but has plenty of experience
working behind the scenes.
A friend from church, Paul
Hardy, asked him to help build
props for Oz. He did that, then
decided to audition for a part.

"I've been hooked on it ever
since because I'm having a
ball," he said. "It gives me a
chance to step outside my
comfort zone ... way outside."

As for his role of Harry, he
describes him as a "small town
innocent, naive, cheerful, bub-
bly person who loves people."

"He follows Mary's every lead,
they finish each other's sen-
tences," he said. "My wife says I
do that from time to time."

John Donnelly of Redford is
in his 12th show with Fisher.
His first show was Oz, in which
he played 10 different roles.

"We did it as a radio show,
we had two microphones on
the stage," he said. "It was the
easiest show to do. We had
to do it in character, but we
didn't have to memorize lines."

For more information about
the Inspire Theatre, go online
to www.inspiretheatre.com.

18-MONTH CD*
WITH LOYALTY CHECKING AC( OUMI

"Stated Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are accurate as of 10/14/09. Minimum opening balance requirement is $500 and maximum deposit is
$250,000. Deposits are allowed only on the maturity date or during the grace period. Account fees could reduce earnings. Penalty may be imposed
for early withdrawal. Not available for public units. Customers must maintain their primary checking account at Flagstar Bank and conduct an
average of 15 monthly transactions or at least $250 in recurring ACH transactions per month to quality for the Loyalty CO account rate. Loyalty
CD account rate offers cannot be combined with coupons or other special offers. Rates are effective.for a limited time only and subject to change
without notice. Certain restrictions may apply. Competitors'rate information based on Market Rates insight, dated 10/12/2009. Comparisons based
on minimum deposit level for each institution.

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a
bid for Technology LAN Cabling for Salem High School. Bid
documents will be available electronically on or after October 16,
2009 from the District's technology consultant: Fanning/Howey
Associates, Inc. located at 28001 Cabot Drive, Suite 110, Novi, MI
48377 by calling (248) 848-0123 xllO or via email request to
eprzvwara@fhai.com (request document #208089.00). A pre-bid
meeting will be held at the District's E.J. McClendon Educational
Center on November 2, 2009 at 2:00 PM. Sealed bids will also be
received at the E.J. McClendon Educational Center and must be
clearly marked "SALEM HIGH SCHOOL LAN CABLING BID" and
received no later than 2:00 p.m. local time on Friday, November
13, 2009 at which time they will be read publicly. The PCCS E.J.
McClendon Educational Building is located at 454 South Harvey,
Plymouth, MI 48170. For additional information, contact Jim
Casteel, Director of Integrated Technology at (734) 416-2708. The
Board of Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all
bids and to waive any bid irregularities, as they judge to be in the
best interest of the school district.

Board of Education
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools

Nancy Eggenberger, Secretary

Publish: October 18 and 25, 2009
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FREE PICK-UP AND DROP OFF

If you think it's too early to book your winter vacation, think again!
Those who skipped their 2009 vacation are booking 2010 now.
Why take a chance? Save on choice hotels and flights while they're
still available at a great price! Travel is rebounding, so don't be
left on the sidelines... Reserve your place in the sun today!

Ring in the new year under the warm tropical sun this holiday
season. With prices lower than they've been in years, now's the
time to take that holiday vacation you've been dreaming of.
But hurry-the holidays sell out fast. Book now for the best price,
choice and availability!
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260 W. Ann Arbor Road
PSpnouth

(Behind Greko Printing)

Check Engine Light On?
transmission Problems?
Low Fluid Leyeis?
Brake lloise?

rFRE~E~BRAKElNSPECTibN"l
I

Lifetime warrarity OR brake pads, j
Includes disk or drum brakes. One coupon per customer. Present at |

time of vehicle drop off. Not valid with any other offer or coupon. I
I VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. g

with shock & strut replacement I
lifetime warranty on shocks & strafe. I

One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop off. I
Not valid with any other offer or coupon. "

VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09. i

LIGHT ON?
Restrictions and additional charges may apply to determine the cost of 1

major repairs. One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop |
off. Not valid with any other offer or coupon. I

VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31 -09. I

One coupon per customer. Present at time of vehicle drop off. Not \
with any other offer or coupon.

VALID AT THIS LOCATION ONLY. EXPIRES 12-31-09.
I:

. . . • - • - . • • .

TRANSMISSIONS, BRAKES, POWER STEERING, EXHAUST, TUNE-UPS, SHOCKS,
POOLING SYSTEMS, ALTERNATORS, OIL/FLUID CHANGES & ftflORE

FREE PICK-UP AND DROP OFF


