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Health screenings, demon-
strations, expert speakers and
a meet and greet with the star
of Ethel Merman's Broadway
at the Gem Theatre are all part
of the Observer & Eccentric
and Hometown Newspapers
Senior Health & Living Expo,
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday at
Oakland Community College in
Farmington Hills.

The free event will feature more
than 40 exhibitors offering resourc-
es, demonstrations and informa-
tion on health, finance, housing
and more at the Orchard Ridge
Campus of Oakland Community
College, 27055 Orchard Lake Road,
Building H, Farmington Hills.
Patrons will be shuttled by a classic
red trolley from the parking lot to
Building H and parking is free.

The Canton Goodfellows will
host a "Pennies from Heaven"
fund-raiser on "Make a Difference
Day," Saturday, Oct. 24, from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Summit.

The group hopes to collect as
many pennies as possible to help
fund Goodfellow programs.

"We would like to show how a sim-
ple penny, when you add it to lots of
other pennies, can really make a big
difference," said Canton Goodfellows
President Nancy Spencer. "This
event is in honor of my dad, Clarence
Conat, who has continued to send me
'pennies from heaven' since he died
in 1975.1 know he'd be happy we are
helping the neediest children in our
community."

Pennies can also be dropped off
at St. Thomas a'Becket Church in
Canton during regular office hours.

Canton Township will be rec-
ognizing the Humane Society
of Huron Valley in conjunction
with a proclamation to cel-
ebrate "National Animal Shelter
Appreciation Week," Nov. 1-7-

HSHV will be given the award
Tuesday, Oct. 27 during the regu-
larly scheduled township meeting
at 7 p.m. Guests and HSHV sup-
porters are welcome to attend.

"We are honored that Canton
is celebrating this event and
HSHV in particular," said Tanya
Hilgendorf, HSHV Executive
Director. "Animal shelters serve
their communities in many ways,
perhaps most importantly: animal
shelters provide a tangible example
of humane ethics and compassion
for all living creatures. Canton
Township is filled with many won-
derful animal lovers and we are
glad to be their community animal
shelter where homeless, lost and
abused animals are taken."

For more information, visit www.
hshv.org or call (734) 662-5585.
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Bentley Elementary School first-grade teacher and author Cheryl Zuzo has her kids line up for the walk to art class.

Kid power
Teacher hopes book helps students 'do their best'

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As a child, Cheryl Zuzo's daugh-
ter, Briella, made life for herself
more difficult by expecting nothing
less than perfection from herself.

As a mother, Zuzo worked'hard
to teach Briella and her younger
brother, Brent, that perfection
wasn't necessary, that "doing your
best" was the goal for which to
shoot.

As a teacher, Zuzo wants to
make sure her students learn the
same lesson, and she's using the
same tool to teach it: Her first
children's book, Being Bella.

"My daughter had such a tough
time trying to make everything
perfect," said Zuzo, a first-grade
teacher at Bentley Elementary.
"I tried to tell her you don't have
to be perfect, just do your best.
Everyone has a different 'best.'
It's about being who you are, and
being proud of it."

Zuzo created the book around
her own children, though she made
Brent the older brother in the book
"so Bella would have someone to
guide her." In the book, Bella learns
lessons about "just doing your best"
on simple things such as tying a
shoe, writing the letter 'K' or mak-
ing her bed from her parents, her
brother and a teacher.

Now back in the classroom after
taking a hiatus to raise her children,
Zuzo uses the book as a tool to teach
those same lessons to her own stu-
dents. She complements the book
with stories about how she struggled
to write as a student herself.

First-grade teacher Cheryl Zuzo hopes
her first children's book, 'Being Bella,'
empowers children.

"It's eye-opening for them," said
Zuzo, who wrote the outline in one
draft, but admits the book went
through "about 20 revisions" before
ending up in print. "They think,
'She wasn't very good in first grade,
and now she has a book, so maybe I
can do it.' They can do anything."

Published by Feme Press,
an imprint of Northville-based
Nelson Marketing and Publishing,
Being Bella was illustrated by
Canton artist Megan Wellman,
who has illustrated many Feme
Press productions. Zuzo said
Wellman knew exactly how the
book, and its lead character,
should look.

"Megan takes exactly what you
say and turns it into exactly what
you want," Zuzo said. 'The first
time I saw her sketches, I cried.

She really brought it to life."
That part was possible because

of Zuzo's own enthusiasm for the
story, according to Wellman.

"I have a step-daughter, and I
felt it was very relatable for her,"
Wellman said. "Children are
always striving for approval. Bella
reinforced that trying your hardest
and doing your own personal best
is what you should strive for, rather
than perfection.

"Cheryl was very animated
about the look of her book and its
characters. They were easy and
fun to bring to life," she added. "I
think the book has a great positive
message that we can all take some-
thing from."

Zuzo, who has bachelor's and
master's degrees from Eastern
Michigan University, has 23 "kids"
now, and she lets them know in a
variety of ways that they "are awe-
some." She uses music, books and
even some comedy to teach them.
Students end most days doing
Elvis Presley impersonations.

"You can't end a day badly when
you've got 23 kids wiggling their
lips at you and saying, 'Thank you,
thank you very much,'" she said,
laughing.

There's a lot of laughter mixed
with the lessons in her classroom.
Zuzo said she hopes her style helps
kids realize they can do anything
they set out to do.

"I didn't feel very empowered when
I was 6... I had a dream to write a
book that empowered kids," she said.
"Making a difference in the world is
good. Hopefully (the book) will do
that."
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Board OKs abatements to grow jobs
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Despite a sour economy,
Canton officials Tuesday relished
steps they took to help four local
companies expand and eventu-
ally hire more workers.

"That's extremely positive
for the community," town-
ship Economic Development
Manager Debra Bilbrey-
Honsowetz said. "It's just such
good news."

Consider why:
• Grupo Antolin Wayne on

Michigan Avenue is planning a
nearly $1.3 million investment
after getting more work to make
Ford F-150 headliners. The com-
pany now has about 100 employ-
ees and potentially could hire 50
more within two years.

• Danotek Motion
Technologies on Haggerty,

which researches, tests and
manufactures wind-powered
electrical generators and com-
ponents for electric and hybrid
vehicles, is investing $5 mil-
lion and could see its workforce
swell from 51 to as many as 200
employees within the next five
years.

9 Durcon, Inc., a company on
Ronda Drive that makes prod-
ucts such as specialty sinks and
laboratory work surfaces, could
see a slight expansion of its 115-
member workforce by investing
$120,000 in new equipment for
a new "green line" of products
using post-consumer recycled
glass.

9 Sysco, a company that sells,
markets and distributes food
products to schools, restaurants
and other locations, could even-
tually hire more workers after
local, county and state officials

spearheaded efforts to add a
turn lane and resurface Van
Born Road near the facility.

During a Canton Township
Board of Trustees meeting
Tuesday, three of the companies
— Grupo, Danotek and Durcon
— received tax abatements
allowing them to expand while
getting a 50-percent tax break
on personal property — or new
equipment — they plan to install
to accommodate the changes.

Sysco's expansion, meanwhile,
received a boost as the town-
ship board — overseeing state
and county dollars — approved
a $797,635 contract to hire
Sole Construction, Inc. Canton
Municipal Services Director
Tim Faas has said officials hope
to start the Van Born Road
improvements this fall.

Ex-funeral
home

charged
BY KEN ABRAMCZYK

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The owners of a former Livonia
funeral home been charged in con-
nection with a pre-paid funeral fraud
scheme.

Christopher and Nancy Ziomek of
Canton, who once owned the Ziomek
Funeral Home on Wayne Road, were
arraigned Wednesday in 16th District
Court in Livonia.

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym
Worthy said Christopher and Nancy
Ziomek have been charged with two
counts of embezzlement greater than
$50,000 but less than $100,000, a
felony punishable by up to 15 years in
prison; three counts of embezzlement
by an agent or trustee greater than
$1,0.00 but less than $20,000, a felony
punishable by up to five years in prison;
and funeral contracts-conversion, a
felony punishable by up to five years in
prison.

Worthy said at a press conference
Wednesday that an investigation by
Detective Dean Langley of the Livonia
Police Department revealed that more
than 60 complainants in Wayne County
were duped put of money for pre-paid
funeral contracts.

Worthy said the defendants obtained
more than $230,000 from unwitting
victims between 1998 and 2007-

"It is alleged that the money was
placed in a Ziomek funeral home
account and later spent by the Ziomeks
for their own personal use," Worthy
said.

Langley first received a complaint in
November 2007- A man had purchased

Please see CHARGED, A3
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Christopher Ziomek stands before Livonia's
16th District Court Judge Sean P. Kavanagh on
felony charges of embezzlement. Ziomek and
his wife, also arraigned, are both 54 years old
and reside in Canton.
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Corrlveau coffee
State Representative Marc

Corriveau is hosting a coffee
hour 5:30-6:30 p.m. Nov. 30
at Parthenon Coney Island,
39910 Ford Road, in Canton.

For more information, call
(734) 981-0200.

First Step program
Judith Barr, Associate

Director of First Step, will
present a program on domestic
violence on Oct. 29,2-3 p.m.
at the Canton Public Library.

First Step is a local resource
offering free services to indi-
viduals affected by domestic
violence and sexual assault.
October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month and First
Step believes that prevention
and awareness are key compo-
nents to ending violence in bur
communities.

This program will be held
in the library's Purple Room.
It is free, no registration is
required. For more informa-
tion, visit www.firststep-
mi.org or www.cantonpl.org.

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road in Canton.

Cabaret night
Come to the cabaret! The

Spotlight Players' version,
that is. For one night only, the
group is taking The Biltmore
Studio at The Village Theater
and transforming it into an
intimate night club.

Six vocalists will take you
on a musical journey through
some of Broadway's great
shows, including numbers
from Anything Goes, Fiddler
on the Roof, The Sound of
Music, Company, Hello,
Dolly!, Oklahoma and Kiss Me
Kate.

"Come to the Cabaret" takes
place 8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24.
Cabaret-style seats are lim-
ited so purchase tickets now!
Come tap your toes to classic
tunes while enjoying a bever-
age from the cash bar and fin-
ger food from the concession
stand.

The performance takes
.place at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, 50400 Cherry
Hill in Canton. The Village
Theater has free parking is
handicap accessible.

Tickets are available by
phone at the Village Theater
Box Office at (734) 394-5300
or (734) 394-5460 or online
at www.canton-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater or in person at
The Summit on the Park or
at the door. Box office opens
one hour prior to show-time.
Tickets are $15.

For more information about
Spotlight Players or Spotlight
on Youth productions call at
(734) 480-4945 or visit www.
spotlightplayersmi.org.

St. Michael openings
Registrations are being

accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton
for the 2009-2010 school year.
There are openings in 3 and 4
year old preschool classes, as
well as young fives and kinder-
garten.

Art exhibit
The Village Theater at Cherry Hill is currently exhibiting artwork from the
17th annual Canton Fine Arts Exhibition 2009, bringing together works
of some of the best artists throughout southeast Michigan. The exhibit
contains works in a variety of media, including: paintings, sculptures; mixed
media; charcoal drawings; pastels, ceramics; and photography. This year's
winners include Best of Show, Darcy Scott's water media 'Cloudy' (above).
The exhibit will run until Oct. 25. The public is encouraged to view this free
exhibit Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; during public performances at
the theater; and by appointment by calling (734) 394-5308.

Their academic program is
taught by qualified and cre-
dentialed teachers and they
support the development of
the whole child in a small class
size setting.

The school is located at
7000 Sheldon Road inside of
St. Michael Lutheran Church.
For more information, call
(734) 459-9720.

A is for Amarone
Vintner's Canton Winery,

winner of 19 medals in
WineMaker Magazine
Competition, will be hosting
an "A is for Amarone" dinner

on Sweetest Day Saturday,
Oct. 17, and Oct. 24 at the
Vintner's Canton Winery, 8515
N. Lilley Rd., Canton.

Guests will be treated to the
opening of the 2008 Amarone
- a double Gold Medal
Winning wine. The "Amarone
Dinner" celebrates the conclu-
sion of five years of awards
and great wine. The dinner
will be catered by A Family
Affair Catering with Chef BJ
Page preparing foods of the
Veneto area of Italy, home
to Amarone. Reservations
are limited to 34 guests each
night. The dinner features

The Livonia Bkr Association:
a non-profit organization ||f local attorneys meeting
regularly with other menibers to provide you with

better legal assistance!- Established in 1972.

Tofind a lojfal attorney
wKo can 'meet youij legal needs, goto:
www.LipfiaBar.org

CORRECTION
A story in the Oct. 11 Observer incorrectly identified where

the Italian-American Club of Livonia held its recent anniversary
party. It was held at the club's banquet and conference center.

Gold Medal winning wines
with each course includ-
ingVintner's Gold Medal
Pinot Grigio, Gold Medal
Amarone and Gold Medal
Bello Bacio, cherry chocolate
dessert wine.

The $30 cost includes din-
ner, wine, tax and gratuity.

Reservation deadline is
Oct. 13 for the Oct. 17 event,
and Oct. 20 for the Oct.
24 dinner. Reservations by
phone with credit card or
stop by the winery in Canton.
Vintner's Canton is located
on Lilley between Joy and
Warren. Winery hours are
Tuesday-Friday 11 a.m. to 8
p.m. and Saturday, 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., or call (734) 354-
9463.

Breast cancer fund-raiser
Sue Turner and two of her

dearest friends will be walking
in the Michigan 3-day to raise
money for Susan G Komen
Breast Cancer Research. The
event is one in which they will
walk a total of 60 miles over
the course of three days, train-
ing hundreds of miles to get
ready for this weekend-long
event.

The three wanted to do
their part in fighting against
the disease. They've cre-
ated a cookbook for people
to enjoy and also at the same
time contribute to a great
cause. In order to accom-
plish their goal, they gath-
ered recipes from friends and
family.

"The title of the book just
seemed to fall into place ...
'3 Friends, 3 Reasons (for
walking the 3day), 3 Hearts,'"
Turner said. "Our team name
for the walk is "BE BOLD."
"BE BOLD" is a statement
of power. BE BOLD to fight
for what you believe in; BE
BOLD to go beyond your
comfort zone the list is
endless."

The book consists of 400
wonderful recipes. Including
the trio's signature cookie "Be
Bold! Chocolate Peanut Butter
Bites."

Each book is $15. Additional
shipping charges may apply for
non-local buyers.

For more information, con-
tact Turner at turnercrew@
comcast.net or (734) 812-2937

Girls want to scrap
Canton Newcomers will

be hosting "Girls Just Wanna
Have Fun," a two-day crop, as
their fall fund-raiser.

This fun-filled event will
feature amazing "make and
takes," as well as exciting raf-
fles and door prizes. You can
look forward to working with a
talented and spirited group of
scrappers.

Space is still available,
contact Laura Malone on
(734) 945-0749, or visit www.
cantonnewcomers.org. Ticket
cost is 2-days for $50 or 1-day
for $30, meals and drinks are
mciuucu. me ciop wm DC iieiu

on Friday, Oct. 23, from noon
to midnight and Saturday,
Oct. 24, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

AAUW meeting
The Plymouth/Canton

branch of the American
Association of University
Women hosts its monthly
meeting Oct. 15, at 6:30
p.m., held at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council,
774 N. Sheldon Rd. Plymouth
(just north of North
Territorial Rd.)

The meeting will feature a
light dinner ($10 per person)
followed by a presentation of
"Lily Ledbetter - A Fair Act
Play." Increasing awareness
of pay inequities is one of the
goals of AAUW.

For more information
contact Esther Nelson at
enelsonlc@att.net or 734 981-
4938.

OBSERVER
NEWSPAPERS

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD

HOW TO REACH US
Home Delivery/Customer Service 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)

Newsroom : (313) 222-2223 Fax (313) 223-4650

Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355)

Display Advertising (734)582-8363

online at hometownlife.com

•~_"* * ' " We also offer /

v tz&e-¥ree Overnight Boarding
and

Dog Obedience Classes
Adult & Puppy Classes

/ See our website to enroll!
wmhappyiioundsdaycarexotn

( We celebrate
birthdays...

\ See my hat!

FAMILY DINING
Since 1965

, j Minimum $4.25 Purchase
'•; v - J Not valid on specials With coupon only Coupon may I

not be combined Dine-in only Expires 11/18/09 |

> Climate controlled facility
with fenced in yard,

1 Home-!ike facility with toys.

I With purchase of beverage per person $2,49.
M-F7am-11anoi%.fWva!idonspecials.Wticoupononly
Coupon may not be combned. Ehne-gi onty. Syresi 1/1S/09

Minimum $4.25 Purchase B i l l |
Not valid on specials With coupon only Coupon may |

not be combined Dine-in only Expires 11/18/09.

Anabelle
you are at work* we are at work

caring for yoyr loyal friend & companion.

Homemade
Minimum $4.25 Purchase ^ S p o
Not valid on specials With coupon only. Coupon may |

not be combined. Dine-in only Expires 11 /18/09.

673 S. Ms'm St. * Plymouth, Ml 48170
www.happvhayndsddycafe.com * plymouthdogmom@m&n.com

MEDITERRANEAN EUSSiNE
Daily Lunch Special Menu

Monday through Friday
10 am - 4 pm

Special
Dinner for 2

Includes: lamb kabob,
chicken kabob, sheesh kafta,

hummus, baba ghanouj,
tabouli, two salads &

complimentary dessert

Mediterranean Cuisine
37240 Five Mile • Livonia • 734-779-0000
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is your Ml service travel agency

If you think it's too early to book your winter vacation, think again!
Those who skipped their 2009 vacation are booking 2010 now.
Why take a chance? Save on choice hotels and flights white they're
still available at a great price! Travel is rebounding, so don't be
left on the sidelines... Reserve your place in the sun today!

Ring in the new year under the warm tropicai sun this holiday
season. With prices lower than they've been in years, now's the
time to take that holiday vacation you've been dreaming of.
But hurry-the holidays sell out fast. Book now for the best price,
choice and availability!

Protect your Retirement
Fixed Rate FDiC Insured

Plymouth Office Northville Office
706 South Main Street 201 East Main Street
Plymouth, Mi 48170 Northville, Ml 48167
(734)354-9200 (248)449-3700

* the Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 4/20/2009. This promotional rate applies to new IRAs with a 9-month term opened. This rate applies to the initial IRA CD term only. Automatically renews to another IRA - 9-month term, or, if we no longer offer it with a 9-month term, to a standard 12-month CD IRA. We may change the promotional rate at any time without prior
notice. There is a penalty for early withdrawals. Additional restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings.** Retirement accounts opened through Monroe Bank & Trust, including Roth and Traditional IRAs, are insured by the FDIC up to $250,000 per depositor. These accounts are insured separate!}
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Strong finals performance
nets band second at regional

BY DIANE HANSON

CORRESPONDENT

Heavy breathing and a
pounding heart weren't just
the results of swift march-
ing and the expert musi-
cal exertions of the 18 top
high school marching bands
from four states perform-
ing at the Bands of America
Regional Championships at
Eastern Michigan University's
Rynearson Stadium Saturday.

They were also the clever
sound effects eerily resonating
throughout the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band's com-
petition program, "Beneath
the Surface," that netted the
hometown team the AAAA
championship with a caption
i U i V/ULOUCHlU-llXg V3TC11C1CW JLjtxC^K,

after preliminary competition
along with second place among
the top 10 finalist bands.

"We're very thrilled," said
a pleased David Armbruster,
director of bands at P-CEP.
"Despite the weather we dealt
with this week, the kids had a
great run."

The 170-member P-CMB
captured second place after
a stellar finals performance
in the unseasonably frigid
evening with a score of 82.55,
a mere half point below first-
place Lawrence Central from
Indiana with an 83.05.

After prelims earlier in the
day, P-CMB bested Lawrence
Central by 0.2 points to cap-
ture the AAAA crown. Other
Michigan bands making the
top 10 were Muskegon's Reeths-
Puffer, third, 78.75; West
Bloomfield, fourth, 76.9; Walled
Lake Central, sixth, 72.95; and
Lake Orion, ninth, 71-75.

"It's great to be doing so
well," said first-year-march-
er and trombonist Brian
Desjarlais, a Canton freshman.
"It's cool to be in this band
because of its long history of
achievement."

Plymouth senior Caroline
Williams, one of the three
drum majors, was pleased
with her band's performance.

A Bands of America official joins Kayla Ragland, Jill Black, Caroline Williams,
Katrina Maynes and Kaitlyn Tracy after presenting the P-CMB with the
second-place Regional Championship trophy Saturday.

The color guard members emerge from beneath the surface of the platform
to the echoing sounds of a beating heart at the beginning of the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band's competition program, 'Beneath the Surface,̂  with
theme loosely based on the work of Edgar Allan Poe.

OHTHilOWNFILP
The award-winning Plymouth-

Canton Educational Park Marching

Band will be performing their

show in exhibition as hosts of

the Great Lakes Invitational on

Oct. 17 on the home gridiron.

Nineteen bands will perform

and the public is invited. Tickets

are $6 for adults, $4 for senior

citizens and children/students 18

years and under at the gate, and

$2 for P-CEP students with a valid

student ID.

"During warm-ups, I was
caught off guard by how well
we sounded," she said. "The
sound quality has progressed
so much and I'm so proud of

all the members."
But wait - there's more! The

show isn't even finished yet. '
There's nearly a minute still to
be added.

"We're going to add a little
bit more to the closer, clean
some things, tweak and start
adding a lot more of the effects
that they have and a whole
surprise ending," Armbruster
said.

"We have a lot to do, but we
have enough time to do it, so we
should be in good shape in the
end," said Jenifer Leseth, color
guard director since 2003. "I
think we have the potential to
make this one of the best shows
Plymouth has done in a long
time and to be very memorable.
It's going to be one of the shows
people talk about."

Macy's Optica

reg. prices

signer
Frames
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CHARGED
FROM PAGE A1

two pre-paid funeral contracts.
"He later discovered that at
the time the money was given
to Christopher Ziomek, the
funeral home did not have a
pre-paid funeral and cemetery
sales registration with the state
of Michigan," Worthy said. "In
fact, the prepaid funeral and
cemetery sales registration had
been suspended and/or expired
since May 31,1999"

Customers who had pur-
chased the contracts were
unable to obtain refunds,
Langley said.

"Based on our investigation,
we have been unable to show
that the funds were properly
escrowed with a third-party
agent," Langley said. "The
monies should be placed into
a fund or insurance so that
later down the road if people
wanted refunds, the money
would be there. The money

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Nancy Ziomek signs her
acknowledgment of rights during her
arraignment on felony charges of
embezzlement.

"They sorted through the
evidence obtained in the
search warrant," Langley said.
Investigators examined the
paperwork for the business,
Langley said.

Residents who purchase
funeral contracts can take pre-
cautions by asking for a state-
ment of their money, Langley
said. "They are supposed to
receive something once a year,"
Langley said. "If the money is
escrowed properly, (the funeral
home) should be able to pro-
vide written documentation of

should have been documented where the mone^
but we've been unable to locate
the funds so far."

Langley worked with state
auditors from the Michigan
Department of Energy, Labor
and Economic Growth Bureau
of Commercial Services.

Langley said the custom-
ers who lost money trusted
the funeral home operators.
"Unfortunately, the red flags
didn't come up until the very
end," Langley said.

Langley received a few com-

plaints from relatives of the
funeral home's customers who
had died without any account
or escrow left by the funeral
home for the customer's
funeral.

"Most of the complaints
came from people who wanted
refunds and couldn't get
them," Langley said.

Theresa Harp of Westland,
who attended the arraign-
ment, said the Ziomeks took
$6,000 five or six years ago
from her mother, Florence
Muto of Westland, now 92.
Muto became suspicious when
the sign for the funeral home,
which later closed, was taken
down. Harp said Christopher
Ziomek told her mother they
were building a new facility.

"I think it's the same as
though they had held a gun
to her head and said give us
$6,000," Harp said. "They took
complete advantage of us."

A preliminary exam is set
for Oct. 27. Bond was set at
$20,000, or 10 percent, for each
rlpfrnrlant Not-P"iiiTtvr>leas
were entered on their behalf.

Worthy said anyone who has
paid Christopher and Nancy
Ziomek for pre-paid funeral
contracts should contact the
Livonia Police Department at
(734) 466-2470.
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Township Supervisor Phil
La Joy described himself as
"excited" by the latest eco-
nomic news and said local
officials are striving to attract
new businesses and — perhaps
more importantly — retain
companies that can grow and

prosper.
"We're seeing some evidence

of that," La Joy said.
Trustee Pat Williams

seemed to sum up the senti-
ment of his. colleagues when he
referred to the latest success
stories of some local compa-
nies.

"Keep growing, keep grow-
ing and keep growing," he said.

dclem@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Police score big for First Step CRIME WATCH

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton and Detroit police
played a charity soccer game
Saturday and raised $1,700 for
domestic violence shelters.

Canton police used the
confines of the High Velocity
Sports Center on Michigan
Avenue in Canton to edge
Detroit, 6-4.

"I would have to give it
the home field advantage,
but both teams played really
well," Canton police Sgt. Mark
Gajeski said.

The real winners, as some
30 police officers showed up
for the event, were shelters
that help victims of domestic
and sexual violence.

Organizers have said the
money raised will benefit First
Step, which serves western
Wayne County, and the YWCA
of Metropolitan Detroit's

Interim House.
"Any money we can give to

a cause like that is worth it,"
Gajeski said.

He estimated about 1OO
spectators watched the game.
Admission was $5, but money
also was raised by raffling off
prizes including passes to local
restaurants and a gift package
to the MGM Grand Casino in
Detroit.

Three players from the
Detroit Ignition soccer team
served as referee and coaches,
and cheerleaders from Canton
High School and Plymouth
High School helped fire up the
crowd.

The game came in the
wake of a sobering reminder
that even police can become
caught up in domestic vio-
lence. Although the soccer
match already had been
organized, it was played after
Detroit homicide investiga-

tor Edward Gordon Williams
II gunned down his wife,
Detroit police officer Patricia
Williams, outside the Canton
Public Library on Sept. 22.
He then shot and killed him-
self.

Gajeski said Saturday's soc-
cer game wasn't overshadowed
by the shootings. Rather, he
said the police officers tried to
focus on the positive efforts to
help domestic violence shel-
ters.

"It was a pretty good game,"
Gajeski said.

Theresa Bizoe, associate
director xor rirst otep, ua.s
commended police for orga-
nizing the game. She said
domestic violence shelters
have had to seek alternative
fund-raising methods as a sour
economy has taken a toll on
donations.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Masked gunman escapes with Domino's dough
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A masked gunman escaped
Friday night during an
armed robbery Canton police
said happened inside the
Domino's Pizza at Cherry
Hill and Sheldon.

The holdup occurred short-
ly before 10 p.m. — five hours
after a separate incident in
which township police cap-
tured two of three suspects
accused of beating a man
and robbing him in a laundry
room of an apartment build-
ing near Joy and Sheldon,
police Sgt. Mark Gajeski
said.

During the Domino's rob-
bery, a black male wearing
dark clothes and a mask
walked in brandishing a sil-

ver handgun, pointed it at a
female manager, grabbed her
and moved her toward the
cash register, Gajeski said.

No shots were fired, and no
one was injured, he said.

The lone suspect took
money from the pizzeria
and fled in what Gajeski
described as a black BMW.

Anyone who has informa-
tion about the incident is
urged to call Canton police at
(734) 394-5400. Anonymous
tips for a possible cash
reward also may be made to
Crime Stoppers of Michigan
at (800) SPEAK-UP.

Earlier, three suspects are
accused of beating and rob-
bing a man who was going to
visit a friend at Lincolnshire
Apartments near Joy and
Sheldon, Gajeski said.

* " • • . • • .-i-•••'.V

The incident was described
as a strong-armed robbery
rather than a holdup involv-
ing a weapon. The suspects
took the victim to a laundry
room, where he told police
he was assaulted and robbed,
Gajeski said.

"An officer was flagged
down by a victim who said he
had been robbed inside the
building," Gajeski said.

One suspect was caught
at the scene, and another
was captured in the area of
Warren and Sheldon, Gajeski
said.-

A third suspect remained
at large on Tuesday, he said,
and anyone who has infor-
mation is asked to call police
or Crime Stoppers.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Driver exposes himself
to woman on Michigan
4 A woman told police she was
i driving west on Michigan
Avenue near Beck when a man
in a vehicle next to her honked
his horn and exposed himself
to her. She said he then nod-
ded at her.

The woman said the incident
happened about 5:15 p.m. Oct.
6.

The woman described the
man as being in his late 20s or
early 30s with a heavy build,
scraggly facial hair and dirty
blond or reddish hair. She said
he was driving a navy blue
pickup, possibly a Chevrolet

The woman told police she
reached for her cell phone to
call and report the man, but he
changed lanes and then start-
ed driving east on Michigan
Avenue.

Montessori theft
~ A construction site man-
' ager for a new Montessori

school being built on Haggerty
south of Ford told police some-
one entered the site sometime
between Friday and Monday,
cut the electrical supply line
from the basement area to the
lift on the main floor, and stole
approximately 10 hanging
lights from the basement.

Fob folly
• A woman told police she

-'had some odd events hap-
pening at her house between
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday
on Haverhill, west of Ridge
and north of Warren.

She said she parked her
Chevy pickup in the drive-
way, entered the house, put
her purse and car keys on the

Joy Rd. Joy Rd.

Mott Rd. Yost Rd. Van Born Rd.

counter, let her dog out a rear
doorwall and went upstairs
to do some housework. She
said she forgot to the lock the
doorwall.

When she went downstairs
again, she noticed the key fob
was missing from her key ring.
She went out to the vehicle and
noticed the key fob was in the
grass near the driver's side of
her truck. She also said she
noticed one of her daughter's
necklaces near the key fob.

The woman said nothing
appeared to be missing from
the house.

Window damage
M A woman reported the rear

*T window of her vehicle was
damaged while she was parked
at the Kohl's Department
Store, at Michigan Avenue and
Beck Road, between 3-4 p.m.

Sunday. She didn't know who
might have caused the damage.

Possible abuse
\ Police are investigating
^reports that two children

may have been abused at a
residence on Old Michigan,
southeast of Haggerty and
Michigan Avenue. One child,
who reportedly has attention
deficit/hyperactivity disor-
der, had a swollen face after
she was slapped, a state child
protective services worker told
police. As a result, the child
didn't attend school.

The mother reportedly
suffers from depression and
screams at the children,
according to police reports.
The father is currently in jail.

- Compiled by Darrell Clem from
Canton Police Department reports
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380 S. Main Street
Downtown Plymouth
(734)416-9340
www.fiammagrille.com
Reservations Gladly Accepted

greof ftme wos /iod by all."
Thank You again
Paulo
NorthviSle

our
KUDOS to the chef for his culinary expertise."
Betsye Ross
Cleveland, OH

P ' e O S O r e o w s h o ^ for Liz and Justin at Fiamma
was vefY Professional and Friendly

Thank You5

Margaret, Dennis, Linda and Will
Livonia & Plymouth

seWe wanted to tell you what a wonderful jot you did for our rehearsal
dinner on May 26. The Banquet room in Fiamma Grille was just
perfect for the occassion.

The food was wonderful and the service was exceptional.51

Joe And Jenny

"Last evening my husband and I hosted our Corporate Christmas
party at Fiamma Grille. From Start to finish it was a wonderful
evening.

The food was excellent, the service smooth and knowledgeable,
the wine selection perfect. I know that during this busy time of
year things don't always run smoothly.
Not last night, it was truly a delightful experience. "At Fiamma
Grille eating and drinking is always a pleasure" says it best"

Thank You very much
Karen and Ed

lsThank You so much for all your help with our wedding reception at Fiamma Grille! You
did an exceptional job-we couldn't have asked for a better coordinator!
Thank you to everyone who helped out as well - everything from food/drinks to the

service to the decor was sunerb. w& «#*« M » ^ « " - - *• -9 iv me aecor was superb. We still ncoiv*AZX»ui2L~? «w/annKS TO the
afterwards." receive compliments on our reception today,

Sincerely

i

"I wanted to drop you a quick note to tell you what a wonderful job both John & Gayle
did for my party. The food was beautifully executed and our server made sure everyone
always had a full glass or cup.

Everyone had a great time. Especially me since I did not have to worry about the meal cservice."

Thank You
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OF

EXCELLENCE

Winner of
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?'of All

casual Italian
bistro dining
350 S. Main Street
Downtown Plymouth
(734)416-0100
www.comparisdining.com
Reservations For 8 Or More
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