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Eat with Phil

The Canton Chamber of

J\Al\u \/“ AASLE v.uaxu.u»:.
Commerce hosts “Breakfast with
Phil LaJoy” 7:30 a.m. Thursday,
Qct. 15, at the Summit on the
Park, 46000 Summit Parkway,
Canton. The cost for breakfast
is $10 (advance
member registra-
tion) and $20
(non-member)
and includes a full
buffet breakfast,
beverages and
guest speaker
presentation. This
breakfast is open
to the public.

The breakfast will feature
guest speaker Phil LaJoy, Canton
Township Supervisor. Topic of dis-
cussion will be “Canton Happenings
and what he sees as Cantons future.”

“Breakfast with Phil LaJoy” is
sponsored by Alphagraphics and
National City Bank. To make a reser-
vation, contact the Canton Chamber
of Commerce at (734) 453~4040.

ama's night
Experience the hilarious comedy
of America’s funniest morns at the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill 8
p-m. Friday, Oct. 16. ‘Mama’s Night
Out’ three performers — Karen
Morgan, Sherry Davey and Nancy
Witter — who know how to treat
motherhood like a laughing matter.
Tickets are $27 for all seats,
reserved seating. Tickets for groups
of 15 or mbre are $22 per person. - -

g
LaJdoy

To get ﬂg%m&s online; visitwww i 3

CantonVillageTheater.org and
click on Box Office or call (734)
394-5460. Tickets can also be pur-
chased in advance at Summit on
the Park, located at 46000 Summit
Parkway. The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is located at 50400
Cherry Hill in Canton.

Spooky stories

This fall, Canton Leisure
Services’ Stories from the Shadows
is sure to send goose bumps down
your spine and frighten all who are
brave enough to attend at its new
location in the historic Cady-Boyer
Barn on Wednesday, Oct. 14 from
6:30-8:00 p.m.

Audiences can enjoy an evening of
spooky stories in the crisp autumn
air as storytellers do their best to
assure age appropriate entertain-
ment throughout the program.

Registration is required to
participate and space is lim-
ited, so sign up today online at
Cantonfun.org to enjoy an eve-
ning of spine-chilling stories.

The Cady-Boyer Barn is located
in Preservation Park at 500 N.
Ridge Road. All children must be
accompanied by an adult.

For more information call (734)
394-5460 or visit www.canton-
mi.org.

- with being:mean-spirited
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Rock royalty

Seniors Chris Sweet and Brittney Cicotte are Salem High School's 2009 homecoming king and queen. Plymouth defeated
South Lyon East 19-0. Turn to page B1 for all the Friday night action.

ire chief: Building wall was legal

I vacant—property ordinance during a

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

It’s a tale of two neigh-
borhoods divided by what

; s (%nt has dubbed
5o Great Wall of

tion private property
ave their reasons
and it has nothing to do

toward their neighbors to
the south.

Many residents who
live in the Morton Taylor-
Palmer area relished a
northbound shortcut to
Cherry Hill Road when
Cherrystone Drive, part of
The Hamptons condomini-
um development, was built
in recent years.

Rather than driving over
to Lilley or Sheldon, they
could simply head north on
Morton Taylor and connect
to Cherrystone, which trav-
els through The Hamptons
to Cherry Hill Road.

Recently, though, the
condo association first
blocked off access to
Cherrystone with plywood
and snow-fencing, then
replaced those materials
with 18 heavy, concrete
blocks measuring 25 inches
tall, 25 inches wide and 51
inches long,.

Chuck McHenry, senior
sales consuliant for
Robertson Brothers Co.,
which is handling the sales,

Plaase see WALL, A2 Large concrete blocks stop access to Cherrystbne road.
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New ordinance
would deal with
foreclosure blight

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With 3 percent of Canton homes in fore-
closure or facing the threat of it, township
officials are considering new blight-bat- .
tling measures aimed at bolstering prop-
erty values and ensuring safety around
vacant homes.

In all, 1,033 of Canton’s nearly 36,800
homes are in some state of foreclosure.
Officials say some property owners have
failed to address deteriorating conditions,
spurring local leaders to explore a new
ordinance requiring owners to register
vacant properties, pay a $175 fee, get an
inspection and fix problems posing safety
hazards.

However, township board members
appear reluctant to force banks, mortgage
companies and other owners of vacant - -
properties to make lesser; more cosmetic
repairs to items such as furnaces and
water heaters. They indicated those issues
would best be left to private entrepreneur-
ship and new buyers before they move in.

“We can hardly get (the banks) to mow
the grass,” township Treasurer Mehssa

= McLaughlm said.

Cantqh officials debated a potential

Tuesday study session, in the wake of com-
- plaints from township residents who fear
their neighborhood property values are

. . further eroding due to blight of foreclosed

homes.

. = » However, local elected officials cited

‘revisions they want township staff mem-

; 'bers to make before a new ordinance is

approved, possibly in time to become
effective early next year. The debate comes
as many metro Detroit communities, .-
besieged by foreclosures, already have
adopted similar measures.

Homes targeted by a local ordinance
would likely be those that have been
vacant for 30 days or more. Essentially,
local officials want to ensure that fore-
closed homes are safely secured so they
don’t pose safety hazards and drive down
property values due to blight.

Some local officials indicated support

- for having new buyers address the lesser,
indoor problems before they could get a
new code compliance certificate and move
in. But township Trustee Pat Williams
called it a “slippery slope” to require such
certificates, saying he fears it could lead to
a broader inspection program even for res-
idences and apartments that aren’t vacant.

“I don’t believe the township has to
micromanage this,” Williams said, say-
ing it could drive up costs for consumers.
Williams does, however, support efforts to
force banks and other property owners to
fix problems involving safety and blight.

Of the 1,033 township homes currently
in some state of foreclosure, the new ordi-
nance likely would currently apply only to
394 houses that already are in ownership -
of banks and other lending institutions,
Municipal Services Director Tim Faas
said.

Other trouble spots include 305 homes
under notice of trustee sale and 334 under
notice of default. In many cases, residents

Please see BLIGHT, A2
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said condo officials decided to
block Cherrystone after people
began dumping garbage near

a wooded area on the south
end of their development.
Moreover, he said too many
motorists used the northbound
shortcut, causing heavy traffic
volume.

- “That was part of the prob-
lem,” McHenry said, “but it
was also the (high) speed of
the traffic.”

The problem worsened this
summer as road-construction
projects began along other
north-south arteries such as
Lilley and Haggerty.

One man who lives south
of the wall contacted the
Observer with questions about
the legality of blocking the
road. He also pointed to vulgar
graffiti spray-painted on what
he called The Not So Great
want his name used because
he feared the vandals might
target his house.

Some residents didn’t appear
as upset by the wall.

“It’s a little bit of a hin-
drance, but there are worse
things,” Dale VanWashenova
said. “I understand why they
put it up, because of the traffic
and the dumping.”

Canton Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher said the condo
association had every legal
right to block off access to
Cherrystone Drive.

“It’s private property, and

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Resident Dale VanWashenova called
the blocked road a minor hindrance
but says he understands why the
condo association did it.

they have the right to do that,”

" he said. “The fire department

likes to have as much access
(to neighborhoods) as we can
have, but it’s private property
and we have no standing to
force them to open it up.”
Rorabacher said the
increased traffic flow became
a problem for The Hamptons.
“With the construction
(along other roads), more
and more people found itasa
shortcut,” he said, adding that

" the problem “just camé {o a

head.”
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still have time to try to save
their homes and remain in
them.

As initially proposed, the
new ordinance could carry
additional fees and fines on
banks and other owners who
refuse to fix problems cited
by the township. But until
the new rules are revised
and adopted by the township
board, it remains unclear how
far-reaching those measures
might be.

Township Clerk Terry
Bennett said she is concerned
about forcing banks and other
owners to completely restore
vacant homes that, in some
instances, have been virtu-
ally stripped inside — even

of copper. Safety issues aside,
Bennett said it might be bet-
ter to let new buyers decide for
themselves how they want to
fix up the houses.

While Trustee John Anthony
said he agreed with many of
the views of his colleagues, he
did say it appears on some level
that banks “are skating” by not
being required to more fully
restore homes. Like others,
however, he said the main goal
is to make sure vacant homes
are safe and secured.

If anything, local officials
have learned that adopting
anew ordinance for vacant
homes isn’t an issue that’s
quickly resolved. As such, they
told township staff members
to revisit the matter before a
new round of talks is sched-
uled in coming weeks.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

CORRECTION

A story headlined “Realtor offers weight-loss challenge” in the
Thursday, Oct. 8, Canton Observer was actually about a Canton,
Ga., Realtor and was mistakenly 1dent1ﬁed as a Canton, Mich.,
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THEATERS
DETROIT’S BEST
MO

IE DEAL

ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

*4.50 1.°5.25
ALL SEATS

EXGEPT ABULY EVENING not valid for Fathom Events or Digital 3D

— CANTON CINEMA

SHOWTIMES 10/9 - 10/15 €9 No passes

Saturday & Sunday 10 & 11 AM
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS (PG)

METROPQLITAN OPERA
TOSCA

EIVE SAT: 10/10 1:00 PM

& COUPLES RETREAT (PG-13) 11:30/2:00,
4:30, 7:00, 9:25 FRI/SAT LS 11:45

& WHIP IT (PG-13) 12:05, 2:30, 5:00, 7:20,
9:45 FRISAT LS 12:00

¢ THE INVENTION OF LYING (PG-13)
12:55, 3:10, 5:25, 7:45, 10:00

FAME (PG) 11:15, 1:40, 4:15, 6:55, 9:30
FRISAT LS 11:55 ’

PANDORUM (R)

FRISUN-TH 12:20, 5:05, 9:50 SAT 5:05, 9:50
LOVE HAPPENS (PG-13) 11:25, 4:20, 6:45
THE INFORMANT (R)

FRI/SUN-TH 2:40, 7:30 SAT 7

1 CAN DO BAD ALL BY MYSELF (PG 13)
11:20, 1:50, 4:25, 6:50, 9:20  ~

FRI/SAT LS 11:50

SORORITY ROW (R) 1:55, 9:15

FRI/SAT LS 11:35

announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. ltems will

run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Historical society meets

The Canton Historical
Society conducts its October
general membership meet-
ing Wednesday, Oct. 14, at 7
p-m. at the Cherry Hill School
at Cherry Hill and Ridge in
Canton.

Guest speaker will be Dr.
James Schwartz, who will talk
about “taming the ‘savagery
Michigan’s native people™ and
will discuss the effort to estab-
lish formal legal and informal
customary boundaries to tame
the perceived wildness and
savagery of Michiagn’s native
people. Schwartz is assistant
professor of history at Eastern
Illinois University.

For additional infor-
mation contact the his-
torical society at www.
Cantonhistoricalsociety.org

Woman o woman

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce hosts “Woman
To Woman: Making A
Difference,” at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill, 50400
Cherry Hill in Canton, 6:30
p-m. Wednesday, Oct. 14. Cost
is $10.

“Woman to Woman...mak-
ing a difference” will be the
keynote address of Detroit
area businesswoman and
philanthropist Denise Ilitch.
All local women are welcome
and encouraged to attend.
Refreshments will be served
and coffee and dessert will
conclude the program.

Giving Hope was born out
of the belief that there are
women in the Canton and
Plymouth communities who
together, can make a mean-
ingful impact on the lives of
women and families in need.

For more information or
to make a reservation, call
(734) 495-1200 or visit giving-
hopewgc@gmail.com website

Chamber fund-raisers

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce hosts a fund-raiser
at Rose’s Restaurant Oct. 29-
3Lfrom8pm.to2am.-a
Texas Hold'em fund-raiser to
be held in a private, smoke-
free environment. There will
be a full service bar, late night
menu and a midnight pizza
buffet in the lounge.

“This is a great way to sup-
port the Canton Chamber
of Commerce and have fun
while doing it,” said Dianne
Cojei, president of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.

For more information on
this event, go to www.canton-
chamber.com click on forms
& flyers and go to Rose’s
Restaurant Fundraiser and get
all the details.

+Also on Oct. 27, from 5-9
p-m., diners can turn pasta
into cash for the Canton
Chamber by printing the flier

Promoting literacy

Starfish Family Services and IKEA Metro Detroit are partnering to promote
children's literacy. IKEA will have events at their Canton location throughout
the month of October, including a book drive for children in the community
and hosting a field trip for 200 Starfish Head Start children that will feature
guest readers and lunch in their cafeteria. A Book Drive for children in local
communities takes piace at the iKEA store in Canton through Saturday, Oci.
24. The community is asked to donate new or gently used books for children
12 years old and younger. There will be a drop off bin located in the exit area
of the store. The Starfish Head Start children will visit IKEA on Tuesday, Oct.
20 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. They will be treated
to a free funch and guest readers. Starfish Family Services offers programs
to help educate and empower vulnerable families and children in western
Wayne County. For more information on donation opportumtles please visit

www.starfishonline.org.

on the Chamber Web site and
presenting it to their server

at Rose’s Restaurant. The_
Canton Chamber of Commerce

. will receive 15 percent of net

purchases made that evening.

A is for Amarone

Vintner’s Canton Winery,
winner of 19 medals in
WineMaker Magazine
Competition, will be hosting
an “A is for Amarone” dinner
on Sweetest Day Saturday,
Oct. 17, and Oct. 24 at the
Vintner’s Canton Winery, 8515
N. Lilley Rd., Canton.

Guests will be treated
to the opening of the 2008
Amarone - a double Gold
Medal Winning wine. The
“Amarone Dinner” celebrates
the conclusion of five years
of awards and great wine.
The dinner will be catered
by A Family Affair Catering
with Chef BJ Page prepar-
ing foods of the Veneto area
of Italy, home to Amarone.
Reservations are limited to 34
guests each night. The dinner
features Gold Medal winning

: wines with each course includ-

ingVintner’s Gold Medal Pinot
Grigio, Gold Medal Amarone
and Gold Medal Bello Bacio,
cherry chocolate dessert wine.

The $30 cost includes din-
ner, wine, tax and gratuity.

Reservation deadline is Oct.
13 for the Oct. 17 event, and
Oct. 20 for the Oct. 24 din-
ner. Reservations by phone
with credit card or stop by the
winery in Canton. Vintner’s
Canton is located on Lilley
between Joy and Warren.
Winery hours are Tuesday-
Friday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., or
call (734) 354-9463.

‘When you leave home, your pet doesn’t have to

Platinum Pet Sewvice

Insured, Bonded, Pet Tech Certified
— Refererices Available
Pet Sitting, Dog Training, Dog Walking

10% Discount for New Clients
15% Discount for Referrals

Monthly Specials

Servicing Plymouth, Northville, Canton,

Livonia and Ann Arbor

Phone VEALTETO868Y

e-mail: tail-wag@msn.com

Website: www.platinumpetservicecom

Girls want to scrap

Canton Newcomers will
be hosting “Girls Just Wanna
Have Fun,” a two-day crop, as
their fall fund-raiser.

This fun-filled event will
feature amazing “make and
takes,” as well as exciting raf-
fles and door prizes. You can
look forward to working with a
talented and spirited group of
scrappers.

Space is still available,
contact Laura Malone on
(734) 945-0749, or visit www.
cantonnewcomers.org. Ticket
cost is 2-days for $50 or 1-day
for $30, meals and drinks are
included. The crop will be held

on Friday, Oct. 23, from noon -

to midnight and Saturday, Oct.
24, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

BPW meets

The goal of the Canton
Business & Professional
Women is to promote full par-
ticipation, equity and econom-
ic self-sufficiency for America’s
working women.

The Canton BPW meets
6-8:30 p.m. Monday, Oct.

12, at Palermo’s Restaurant,
44938 Ford Road in Canton.
Palermo’s is located in the
strip mall behind Murray’s
Auto Supply on north side of
Ford Road - east of Canton
Center Road and west of
Sheldon.

The guest speaker, attorney
Gary Sackett, will talk about
wills and trusts.

For more information
contact June Nicholas, (313)
610-2561 or junenicholas@
comcast.net

AAUW meeting

The Plymouth/Canton
branch of the American

Association of University
Women hosts its monthly

- meeting Oct. 15, at 6:30

p.m., held at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council, 774
N. Sheldon Rd. Plymouth (just
north of North Territorial Rd.)

The meeting will feature a
light dinner ($10 per person)
followed by a presentation of
“Lily Ledbetter - A Fair Act
Play” Increasing awareness
of pay inequities is one of the
goals of AAUW.,

For more information
contact Esther Nelson at
enelsonlc@att.net or 734 981-
4938.

Book signing

Award-winning author
and photographer Cheryl
A Vatcher-Martin of Canton
has published her second chil-
dren’s book, “The Cornstalks
Are Whispering.”

She kicks off her latest book

signing tour on Oct. 16 for a
jam packed weekend of author
events. Her first event is 1 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 16, at Borders
Books in Brighton for the
children’s story time.

“I'm looking forward to
reading ‘The Cornstalks Are
Whispering’ to the children
who will be there for story
time. I hope to read excerpts
from my book, “Haiku For
You: With Some One Room
School House History too.” she
said.

She’ll also be at the
Southgate Borders Express 2-
4 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 17, and
the Westland Mall Borders
Express 1-3 p.m. Sunday, Oct.
18.

To make the book signing
events complete, she auto-
graph copies of this book
and others on Halloween,
1-3 p.m. Oct. 31, at the
Livonia, Borders Express
inside of the Laurel Park
Mall in Livonia.

Martin can be reached at
(7349 397-1626 or by e-mail
at peroincs@comcast.net.
As an instructor she is offer-
ing a new children’s writing
course, and, writing your life
story, other writing classes,
French, and, Spanish classes
through Wayne-Westland
Community Schools. For
further information (734)
419-2426.

Vegan diet

The health benefits of the
vegan diet will be the subject
of a program held Oct. 20 at
7 p.m. at the Canton Public
Library.

Gaia Kile, a Family
Nurse Practitioner working
with natural and holistic
approaches to health and dis-
ease, is the featured speaker.
His talk will address the
science behind some of the
benefits and key factors for
success through vegan nutri-
tion. October is Vegetarian
Awareness month.

To register for this free pro-
gram, visit www.cantonpl.org
or call (734) 397-0999.

A IS For Amarane

ltalian Dinner Celebration

SWEETEST DAY—October 17 & October 24 7:00 P.M.

Faods of the Veneto area of Italy— home of Amarone!
Catered by A Family Affair Catering

Dinner served with 3 Bold Medal Wines including
2008 Amarane. Fine wine, great food & beautiful atmosphere!
$30.00 per person includes dinner, tax & gratuity!

VINTNER'S CANTON WINERY, 8513 N. LILLEY RD.

734-354-3453

www.vintnerscantan.com

RESERVATION DEADLINE OCTORER 13TH OR OGTORER 207H

with this ad + Expires 11-30-09
34859 Ford Road - just E. of Wayne
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Testimony wraps up
in Orlewicz hearing

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A forensic psychologist
testified Friday that J.P.
Orlewicz, the Plymouth
Township teen convicted last
year in the beheading death
of Daniel Sorensen, exhibits
no sign of any diagnosable
mental abnormality.

Dr. Charles Clark, a clini-
cal/forensic psychologist
with a Ph.D. in clinical psy-
chology, testified he found
Orlewicz to be highly intel-
ligent with no signs of psy-
chosis.

Clark was testifying before
Wayne County Circuit Judge
Bruce Morrow at a hear-
ing to determine whether
Orlewicz, convicted of killing
Sorensen in November 2007,
should be granted a new
trial. Orlewicz’s appelate
attorney, Elizabeth Jacobs,
is asking Morrow to grant
the new trial because the
original trial judge, Annette
Berry, refused to allow testi-
mony about Orlewicz’s men-
tal state at the first trial.

“What he did raises a
question, but does not
answer it, about a potential
personality disorder ...in a
case of this sort I'm not able
to obtain enough informa-
tion to make that judgment,”
Clark testified. “What’s note-
worthy in my findings is the
absence of findings. What’s
most striking is there really
are no findings of a major
abnormality or even any-
thing less severe.”

Clark examined Orlewicz
in July at the request of
Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Jeff Caminsky,
who is handling the hear-
ing for the county. He
spent about six hours with
Orlewicz, including a three-
hour interview and several
hours of interaction.

Jacobs said
Orlewicz’s
original
legal team
arranged for
Birmingham
| psychia-
£ trist Gerald

Sheiner to

examine her
client, but that Berry forced
Shiener to stop the exam and
refused to allow his testimo-
ny, calling it irrelevant.

A subsequent report pre-
pared by Shiener which he
said was based on an exami-
nation of police reports and
interviews with Orlewicz,
concluded the teen was
“operating under a reason-
able fear of death or great
bodily harm” when he lured
Sorensen to his grandfather’s
garage in Canton, stabbed
him multiple times, then
beheaded him and dumped
his body in a Northville field
and set it on fire.

The fear, Shiener testified,
grew from Orlewicz’s belief
Sorensen was involved with
organized crime. The doctor
said Orlewicz also told him
Sorensen threatened his girl-
friend and family.

Caminsky tried to coun-
ter that fear with tesimony
from Clark and psychiatrist
Victor Bloom, a retired state
examiner. Bloom reviewed
the transcript of the original
trial, reports from Shiener
and reports of things
Orlewicz said in phone calls
to his father from prison.

Clark said Orlewicz was
insistent that his stabbing of
Sorensen was in self-defense,
an argument the jury at the
original trial didn’t buy.
Clark said he disagreed
with Shiener’s finding of “an
unspecified depressive dis-
order.”

“I didn’t not find that,”
Clark testified. “There’s sim-

Orlewicz

ply no reason to believe it
was there.”

Final arguments in the
hearing are scheduled for
Nov. 6. Both attorneys left
Friday’s hearing expressing
positive feelings about the
outcome. -

“We have some good tes-
timony showing (Orlewicz)
was very susceptible to feel-
ings of vulnerability,” Jacobs
said. “(Berry) wouldn't allow
(Shiener) to testify, and
that’s a denial of right to
counsel. She interfered with
that right. This hearing is to
explore whether (Shiener’s)
testimony woulid have been
relevant to the jury.”

Obviously, Caminsky
doesn’t think so.

“We think the jury had all
the facts,” he said. “It’s our
position the psychological
testimony (Jacobs) is seek-
ing to introduce would have
had no effect on the jury. We
think (Morrow) has all the
facts and we're hopeful he’ll
make the right decision.”

The two people stuck in
the middle — Sorensen’s
parents, Jim and Kim
Sorensen of Westland —
don’t believe any psychologi-
cal testimony would make a
difference. All one need do,
they feel, is look at the other
testimony, particularly that
of Alexander Letkemann,
who pleaded guilty and is
in prison after testifying
against Orlewicz.

“It comes down to who do
you believe,” Jim Sorensen
said. “I don’t think Alex
Letkemann puts himselfin
prison for 20 years unless
he’s telling the truth. You
have to believe what Alex
said, or what (Orlewicz) said,
and every witness corrobo-
rated what Alex said.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899

Celebrate senior life, health at Friday Expo

Meet, greet star of Gem Theater's ‘Ethel Merman’s Broadway'

Health screenings, demon-
strations, expert speakers and
ameet and greet with the star
of Ethel Merman’s Broadway
at the Gem Theatre are all part
of the Observer & Eccentric
and Hometown Newspapers
Senior Health & Living Expo
setfor 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday at
Oakland Community College in
Farmington Hills.

The free event will feature
more than 40 exhibitors offering
resources, demonstrations and
information on health, finance,
housing and more at the Orchard
Ridge Campus of Oakland
Community College, 27055
Orchard Lake Road, Building H,
Farmington Hills. (Patrons wiil
be shuttled by a classic red trolley
from the parking lot to Building H
and parking is free.)

Experts will provide presenta-
tions and/or demonstrations on
topics such as income and tax
strategies, when is the right time
to make a move, stress manage-
ment, massage therapy, yoga,
dental care and nutrition.

The OCC Nursing Schoo] will
provide free health screenings.

Expo patrons are invited to
meet and greet Rita McKenzie,
star of Ethel Mermans Broadway,
at the Gem Theater beginning at
noon. Stop at the Gem Theatre
booth for a chance to win free
tickets to the show, playing
through Nov. 22.

Ethel Merman’s Broadway rec-
reates a theatrical era filled with
charm, wit, personality and, most
of all, wonderful music.

The expo is presented by the
O&E and Hometown Newspapers
in partnership with Oakland
Community College, AM580
Motor City Favorites and V98.7
FM.

Come enjoy free morning cof-
fee and enter to win movie tickets
and other prizes.

Attorney Jack Bolling will
discuss legacy and estate plan-
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734-42%-1510

SENIOR HEALTH & LIVING EXPO
0CC - Orchard Ridge Campus

12 Mile Rd.

' } No Exit from 1695 to Farmington R,

To Detroit e wgw :

@?’ Disabled

b Parking
Tennis Courts \ )

Farmington Rd.

Disabled

Py

Buitding #
EXPO CENTER
s

Sta Short-Term Staff
parking  PaHING  pisabieq Parking ?af

Py BT pRYIQ

Lot 2 fo building H.

FREE shuttle service to and from

L] %;zlew/alf/mmﬂ/ %?émﬂ

Look for the red Trolley Cart

ning 10-11 a.m. and Richard
Paul, certified financial plan-
ner and owner/president of
Midwest Financial Consultants,
will discuss tax strategies for
2009 and beyond from 11
a.m. to noon. Steve Falcone,
executive vice president of Senior
Village Management/Unified
Management Services, will
explore “at what point does chang-
ing one’s residence make sense for
an older adult” 1-2 p.m. Falcone
hasbeen in the multi-family real
estate industry for more than 28
years and holds a CPM designa-
tion through the Institute of Real
Estate Management.

Attend the free expo and
visit the following exhibitors:
The Preservation of Affordable
Housing — 920 On the Park and
8330 On the River, Abbey Park
at Mill River, AM 580 Motor City
Favorites, American House Senior
Living Residences, Ameriprise
Financial, Bath Fitter, Bergman
Porretta Eye Center, Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Michigan, Botsford
Hospital, Brookside Senior Living,
Chelsea Retirement Community,
Denopt Inc., Detroit Media

Partnership (Michigan Senior
Living), Erickson Living/Fox
Run, Fhuke Hearing Instruments,
Garan Lucow Miller PC., Gem &
Century Theatres, HeathQuest’s
Back & Neck Solution Centers,
Also exhibiting at the Oct.
16 Expo will be Heartland
Healthcare, HearUSA, Hug
Center for Hearing, Humana,
Huron-Clinton Metroparks,
Innovative Hearing Services,
Jack W. Bollling, P.C., Medical
Diagnostics, Medilodge, Metlife
Bank, Midwest Financial
Consultants, Inc., National
Multiple Sclerosis Society
(Michigan Chapter), Oakland
Community College, Oakland
Hills Memorial Gardens, Observer
& Eccentric and Hometown
Newspapers, Optimum Hearing
Care, Oreck Clean Home Centers,
Planned Home Improvement,
Saturn of Farmington Hills,
Senior Helpers, Senior Village
Management, Stevens Worldwide
Van Lines, Trinity Senior Living
Communities, University of
Michigan Livonia Vein Center
(Livonia), V98.7 and Waltonwood
Senior Living,

MOURS:
2 P«%ﬁg'sw‘fhms A @

2 dinners (choices: 10 oz. prime rib, 10 oz. New York strip,
shrimp, lasagna, petite veal
parmigiana, broasted chicken
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ahility to remain safe
and comfortable at home can be compromised.
Choosing to allow someone into your home is a

At SmartCar ‘€, our goal is to make the
transition as easy as possible. The friendly staff
2 are here to assist you through the
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Incumbents: Experience needed ‘now more than ever’

Simescu: Budget, student achievement the focus

Mardigian: Student achievement ‘point of pride’

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Board of
Trustees have made more than
$15 million worth of cuts to
the district’s budget over the
last eight years or so, and Judy
Mardigian is the only board
member who's been around for
all of it.

It’s that kind of institutional
knowledge Mardigian believes
is critical as the district faces
more challenges in the form
of a struggling state economy
and expected cuts to the state
per-pupil foundation grant.

That’s why she decided, after
some contemplation other-
wise, to seek re-election in the
Nov. 3 school board election.
She’s one of five candidates for
three four-year terms.

Mardigian considered not
running again, but with many
of her fellow trustees in their
first terms, she felt ultimately
that her experience would ben-
efit the board.

“It wasn't an easy decision,”
she said of her choice to run.
“We're moving into difficult
times, and now more than ever
we're going to need the experi-
ence.”

Mardigian, like everyone
else, knows the biggest chal-
lenge facing the district is the
budget. The district is facing
possible deficits of some $4
million now and some $10
million next year, without
the fund balance or revenue
sources to cover it if the state,
as expected, goes through with
cuts.

Still, she said, the district
has to make decisions with one
goal in mind: Student achieve-
ment. To do that, Mardigian
said, the district needs to plan
in advance.

THE MARDIGIAN FILE
» Who: Judy Mardigian
» What: Seeking a four- year
termonthe
Plymouth-
Canton Board
of Education

e Where:
Plymouth
Township resi-
dent

e Family:
Husband, Sy
Nahra; son Charlie, a student at
Michigan State; daughter Sandy,”
student at Albion

« Profession: She and her hus-
band own Health Decisions, Inc.,
specializing in electronic auditing
of medical claims for employees

Mardigian ‘

“You have to be very care-
ful about what you cut so you
don’t impact student achieve-
ment,” she said. “We need a
multi-year crisis plan. We also
need to look at what programs
we can pare down and keep
viable.”

Mardigian believes the
board has handled the budget
well, helped enormously, she
said, by the district’s perfor-
mance on projects funded by
the 2004 bond. Every build-
ing in the district built before
2000 was renovated, and
every project came in on time
and under budget.

Another point of pride for
Mardigian, currently the
board treasurer who is also
the past president, is student
achievement. Student scores
on tests like the MEAPs, the
ACT and the Michigan Merit
Exams has increased every
year.

Helping students continue to
improve is where she wants the
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board’s focus.

“Student achievement needs
to be the focus,” she said. “It’s
a very strong point of pride.
I'm proud we've dealt with the
financial crisis, and we've been
able to manage our budget.”

To deal with future cuts,
Mardigian said the district
will use a proactive process
including as many as 14 com-
mittees to make decisions.
Those committees wiil have
board members, district offi-
cials and, most importantly,
members of the community at
large.

“We’ll scrub the budget, and
those committees will come
to us with recommendations,”
she said. “We’ll be very inclu-
sive in how we approach it.”

Mardigian generally has
praise for the job being done
by Dr. Craig Fiegel, who just
started his second year at the
helm, though she thought the
administration’s budget pro-
cess could have been smoother.

She thinks Fiegel, who came
to Plymouth-Canton from a
1,900-student, elementary-
only district in Evergreen
Park, 111, is doing a good job
despite a bit of a learning
curve.

“I think (Fiegel) has
had to make a big jump to
Plymouth-Canton,” she said.
“He’s had some growing
pains, especially around the
budget, but he’s getting a bet-
ter idea of how things work
around here.”

Mardigian has champi-
oned smaller class sizes in.
the past, and wants to keep
them as low as possible while

- wrestling with budget issues.

Class size has gone up a little, -
but Mardigian isn’t in favor of
raising it any higher.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Barry Simescu knows the
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools faces huge budget
issues in the next couple of
years and, after millions of
dollars of cuts over the last five
years, he’s not sure how much
more can be pared.

But he’s hoping voters will
give him a chance to find
out. Simescu, the current
vice president of the Board of
Education, is one of five chal-
lengers for three four-year
terms in the Nov. 3 general
election.

Student achievement is up
- district students do better on
MEAP and Michigan Merit
Exams than their peers around
the state - but the district is
facing huge budget questions
that could make focusing on
achievement more difficult.

“We need to keep the focus
on student achievement,”
Simescu said. “Our kids do
better every year, and we're
proud of that. As the two
(achievement and the budget)
cross, it'll be difficult to keep
some of those programs intact.

- “We've trimmed a lot of
excess out of our programs
already,” he added. “We're
really lean.”

To help deal with the loom-
ing budget mess - there’s talk
of a $218 per-student cut in
the district’s foundation grant
- Simescu and other board
members asked administra-
tors for a more detailed and
participatory budget process.

The result will be a series of
as many as 14 committees pro-
viding input on various aspects
of the district’s financing.

THE SIMESCU FILE

» Who: Barry Simescu

» What: Seeking a four-year
termon the
Plymouth-
Canton Board
of Education

= Where:
Plymouth resi-
dent .
* Family: Wife, |
Dorothy; sons
Dan and Tyler
° Profession: Manufacturing
representative for DuBois
Cooper, selling water/waste
water equipment

Simescu

School board members and
administrators will also take
part in a series of public meet-
ings with parents to explain
the financing situation.

“(Committees) will look four
ideas of savings and cuts,”
Simescu said. “I don’t have
a solution yet, but we’ll have
input from a wide section of
the community.”

One of those solutions could
well be an increase in class
size, an idea Simescu and
other board members would
like to avoid as long as pos-
sible.

“Hopefully, it doesn’t come
to that,” Simescu said. “It’s not
a popular idea, but the major-
ity of our costs are people. It’s
a challenge when we have lim-
ited resources coming to us.”

If cuts from the state do
come, Simescu said, he hopes
they’ll come equitably. District
officials don’t think it’s fair
that a district getting some
$7,000 per student faces the

same cut as a district getting
$13,000 per student,

As a percentage, obviously,
it’s higher for the lower-end
district. Simescu said board
members are lobbying legisla-
tors to make it equal.

“We’re asking our legislators
to do a percentage cut across
the board,” he said. “We don’t
think it’s likely, but we're ask-
ing.”

If the funding cuts come,
Simescu knows the district’s
options will be limited. They
can’t use the sinking fund for
anything other than brick
and mortar, there’s nio way to
increase the millage rate and
the district is still responsible
for things like busses, which he
said can run $100,000 apiece
“and you've got to keep your
kids safe.”

“We won't have a choice,”
Simescu said of more trim-
ming. “If they reduce it like
they’re talking about, we aren’t
going to have a choice. We have
to have a balanced budget.”

Simescu said he’ll campaign
with some lawn signs and
“maybe some electronic” mail-
ings, and he took part in the
League of Women Voters of
Northwest Wayne County can-
didate forum Thursday.

He hopes voters agree with
him that experience will be
vital to dealing with the issues
facing the district.

“T've been in the trenches
and I know what we've done,”
he said. “It’s going to be diffi-
cult for someone to come in in
January and do the budget by
June. These aren’t easy deci-
sions. Experience is going to

be the key.”
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