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Claire Swisher and Carmen
Johnson, teachers at Pioneer
Middle School in Plymouth
received a'$1,000 mini-grant
from the MEEMIC Foundation
for the Future of Education.
Swisher and Johnson applied for
funding to support an interdisci-
plinary photojournalism project
with eighth-grade students.

"Thanks to the grant we
received from the MEEMIC
Foundation, our students will
study the concepts of community,
culture, and art by conducting

Pioneer Middle School Principal, Phil
Freeman, local MEEMIC Insurance
Company agent Tom Wilson, grant
recipients Carmen Johnson and Claire
Swisher are surrounded by eighth graders
from Pioneer Middle School who will take
part in the photojournalism project.

interviews with community mem-
bers, taking black and white pho-
tographs and going on field trips
to downtown Plymouth, Detroit
and New York City," Swisher said.
"After taking part in these expe-
riences, the eighth graders will
launch into a service-learning
project where they'll visit second
grade classrooms and help the
younger students with reading,
writing and art projects."

Local MEEMIC Insurance
Agent, Tom Wilson of the Tom
Wilson Agency with offices
located in Farmington Hills and
Plymouth helped to make the
teachers aware of the MEEMIC
mini-grant program.

Like all Michigan school dis-
tricts, the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools are experi-
encing tough economic times.

The Board of Education and
Administration have developed a
participatory budgeting process
and are asking members of the
community to join them in deter-
mining priorities for the District's
future.

Community residents interested
in taking part in these meetings
should e-mail their contact informa-
tion to info@pccsmail.net. They also
can mail (or deliver) their contact
information to the Superintendent's
office, 454 S. Harvey Street in
Plymouth, MI 48170.

The committees will convene
later this month and will meet at
least one evening a week until late
January or early February 2010.
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State struggle leaves locals scrambling
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton is expected to lose
$615,639 in state shared revenue as
Michigan legislators tackle the latest
budget crisis, and township library
services could potentially suffer
amid talks of huge cuts in state
library funding, officials said.

Canton Finance Director Rick Eva
already had anticipated drastic state
shared revenue cuts as he and other
township officials fine-tune a new,
conservative budget for 2010, and he
said an expected 11.1-percent reduc-
tion didn't catch them off-guard.

Eva had projected the township

would receive $4,957,000 in state
shared revenue, just slightly more
than the $4,950,713 local officials
now expect to get once Lansing's
budget wrangling has ended.

fund surplus and the township's
on-target financial forecast, Canton
fares better than many communi-
ties that suddenly face far-reaching
budget cuts.

"But we've got our problems com-
ing, too," Eva said.

Canton is expected to weather the
economic storm during the next year
by adopting likely cost-cutting mea-
sures such as not spending $1 mil-
lion the township typically plunks

down to help Wayne County main-
tain roads, he said.

Still, Eva said "our bad year comes
in 2011" as declining tax revenues,
fueled by falling property values, will
begin to take a worse toll in the wake
of other shortfalls, including state
shared revenue.

Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy
said local officials are focusing more
on long-term budget planning in
hopes of avoiding sudden financial
crises.

Still, La Joy said continued cuts
by legislators in areas such as state
shared revenue could have a devas-
tating effect on local communities
and their ability to provide services.

"If they keep doing this, I don't
know how these communities are
going to make it," he said.

Problems could become more
imminent at the Canton Public
Library amid threats that legisla-
tors could potentially impose a 40-
percent cut, from $10 million to $6
million, in support for state library
funding — a move that also could
place federal dollars in jeopardy.

Canton's library is supported by a
local tax, but Laurie Golden, market-
ing and communications manager,
said the bustling facility's budget
has fallen from $6.4 million to $5.2
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Picture perfect
Canton High School's 2009 Homecoming Queen, Jordan Kielty is crowned by last year's Queen Kara Gregory during halftime festivities. Donny Watkins, 2009 King, stands behind
the queens. The Chiefs beat rival Livonia Franklin 28-7.

grabs New York theater
A Salem High School graduate who

recently moved from Los Angeles to New
York City is making waves in the Big
Apple's independent theater world.

Elyse Mirto, an actress with film, tele-
vision and commercial credits, last week
won an Innovative Theatre Award for Best
Actress in a Lead Role. Mirto was honored
for her work in Any Day Now, a family
drama by Nat Cassidy, who picked up his
own ITA for another play, The Reckoning of
Kit &Little Boots.

Mirto said she was surprised — and had
no prepared remarks to give — when she
heard her name called at the New World
Stages in Manhattan, where the ITA cer-
emony was held Sept. 21.

"Still speechless but incredibly honored,"

she wrote in an e-mail.
She was up against strong competi-

tion in the lead actress category, Mirto
said, including Jan Maxwell, a veteran of
Broadway shows.

Mirto, a 1986 Salem graduate, spent 10
years in Hollywood and moved to New
York about 18 months ago, partly out of
desire to get more involved in live theater.
She said she knows a number of people
in New York theater who hail from the
Plymouth area, and shares an apartment
with Cletus Karamon, a lighting designer
and 1982 Salem graduate.

The Innovative Theatre Awards honor
those who work in Off-Off-Broadway the-
ater in New York.

- By Matt Jachman

Elyse Mirto, a 1986 Salem High School graduate, gets interviewed backstage
after winning the Outstanding Acress in a Lead Role award at the New York
Innovative Theatre Awards.
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Drilling will fell soon if oil is there

GANNETT
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BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A company drilling for oil in
Canton expects to know within
a couple of weeks if the site is
suitable for production.

"We're cautiously optimistic,"
Tim Baker, operations manager
for Traverse City-based West
Bay Exploration Co., said Friday.

The company finished a drill-
ing phase in recent days after
earlier receiving a state permit
to drill 3,000 feet on a 40-acre
site southwest of Palmer and
Lilley. West Bay now plans to
move to the next phase, which
involves on-site testing "to see
what's there," Baker said.

The company, already oper-
ating 60 Michigan wells in
places as close as Livonia and
Northville Township, hopes to
find oil and natural gas on a site

WHAT DO YOU T I N ! ?
Should oil drilling be allowed in

Canton? E-mail your opinion to

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

near the Woodwind Estates and
Tottenham subdivisions.

Tottenham resident Michael
O'Callaghan said Friday the
drilling phase could be heard in
his neighborhood.

"It was what I expected. It was
noisy, and it was operating 24
hours a day, seven days a week,"
he said.

O'Callaghan, who opposes
oil-drilling efforts in his neigh-
borhood, said "it still boggles my
mind" that state law allows such
operations as long as companies
stay 450 feet from the closest
residence.

Baker has touted what he

called a stellar safety record
by West Bay. The company has
earned an A-plus rating by the
Better Business Bureau, accord-
ing to the BBB's Web site.

Canton Township doesn't own
any property on the drilling
site and, as such, wouldn't gain
financially from oil production.
However, several property own-
ers who agreed to lease land to
West Bay could potentially ben-
efit from royalties.

According to the company's
Web site, West Bay has pro-
duced 5.1 million barrels of oil
and 34.6 billion cubic feet of
natural gas from its Michigan
wells.

Baker has said if oil is found
on the Canton site, wells could
remain in place for some 25
years.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313)222-2236

New spinal -
decompression
therapy! Alleviate back
pain without surgery.
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.com

Chain saws
Canton Leisure Services

and the Canton Public Art
Committee team to pres-
ent the first Chainsaw Art
and Chili Cook Off event
Saturday, Oct. 10.

This inaugural event takes
place at the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail, locat-
ed off Morton Taylor Road at
Michigan Avenue. The public
is encouraged to attend this
free event from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Enjoy the scenic trails
showcasing their fall colors,
while various artists display
their craft of chainsaw artist-
ry turning logs into intricate
sculptures.

"This unique event was
planned as a special way to
showcase the fall beauty of

an>a as an event to
bring people together for a
great time and for a great
cause," said Jon LaFever,
Recreation Coordinator.

Individuals, families, ser-
vice groups and businesses
will compete in this first-time
Chili Cook Off. Do you have
the best chili recipe in south-
eastern Michigan? Want to
compete in this spicy cook
off? Call (734) 394-5375 by
Wednesday, Oct. 7 to register.

BPW meets
The goal of the Canton

Business & Professional

Women is to promote full
participation, equity and
economic self-sufficiency for
America's working women.

The Canton BPW meets
6-8:30 p.m. Monday, Oct.
12, at Palermo's Restaurant,
44938 Ford Road in Canton.
Palermo's is located in the
strip mall behind Murray's
Auto Supply on north side of
Ford Road - east of Canton
Center Road and west of
Sheldon.

The guest speaker, attor-
ney Gary Sackett, will talk
about wills and trusts.

For more information
contact June Nicholas, (313)
610-2561 or junenicholas@
comcast.net

Spooky stories
This fall, Canton Leisure

Services' Stories from the
Shadows is sure to send
goose bumps down your
spine and frighten all who
are brave enough to attend
at its new location in the

on Wednesday, Oct. 14 from
6:30-8:00 p.m.

Enjoy an evening of spooky
stories in the crisp autumn
air. Storytellers will do their
best to assure age appropri-
ate entertainment through-
out the program.

Registration is required
to participate in this event
where you'll hear about
haunted places, mysteri-
ous occurrences, and unex-
plained events. Canton resi-
dents can currently register
for just $8 per person. Non-
residents can register start-
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Funniest moms
Experience the hilarious comedy of America's funniest moms at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 16. 'Mama's Night Out' three
performers - Karen Morgan, Sherry Davey and Nancy Witter - who know
how to treat motherhood like a laughing matter. Tickets are $27 for all seats,
reserved seating. Tickets for groups of 15 or more are $22 per person. To
get tickets online, visit www.CantonVillageTheater.org and click on Box
Office or call (734) 394-5460. Tickets can also be purchased in advance at
Summit on the Park, located at 46000 Summit Parkway. The Village Theater
at Cherry Hill is located at 50400 Cherry Hill in Canton.

Space is limited, so sign up
today online at Cantonfun.
org to enjoy an evening of
spine-chilling stories.

The Cady-Boyer Barn is
located in Preservation Park
at 500 N. Ridge Road. All
children must be accom-
panied by an adult. Space
is limited. Remember to
dress in weather appropriate
clothing.

For more information
about "Stories From the
Shadows" and other Fall
Canton Leisure Services
events, call (734) 394-5460
or visit www.canton-mi.org.

AAUW meeting
The Plymouth/Canton

branch of the American
Association of University
Women hosts its monthly
meeting Oct. 15, at 6:30
p.m., held at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council,
774 N. Sheldon Rd.
Plymouth (just north of
North Territorial Rd.)

The meeting will feature a
light dinner ($10 per person)
followed by a presentation of
"Lily Ledbetter - A Fair Act
Play." Increasing awareness
of pay inequities is one of the
goals of AAUW.

For more information
contact Esther Nelson at

981-4938.

Canton Newcomers
Looking to meet new

people? Then the Canton
Newcomers club is for you!
No matter how long you have
lived in the Canton area, you
are invited to join us. We
are a social, civic and chari-
table organization designed
to acquaint area residents
with otherresidents and the
Canton Community.

The group's next meeting
will be on Wednesday, Oct. 7
at High Velocity, the group's
main sponsors. We will be
holding a general meeting
in one of their rooms while
they host a free soccer and
basketball clinic foT children
of members aged 3-9.

For more information go
to www.cantonnewcomers.
org or contact Melanie at
(734) 207-3341.

Health Screening Clinic
Meijer Pharmacy,

located on Ford Road at
Canton Center, will be
holds its monthly health
screening clinic 8 a.m. to
noon Thursday, Oct. 29.
Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very affordable
cost.

Appointments are
required; contact the phar-
macy for details at (734)
844-2733.

Vegan diet
The health benefits of the

vegan diet will be the subject
of a program held Oct. 20 at
7 p.m. at the Canton Public
Library.

Gaia Kile, a Family
Nurse Practitioner working
with natural and holistic
approaches to health and
disease, is the featured
speaker. His talk will
address the science behind
some of the benefits and key
factors for success through
vegan nutrition. October
is Vegetarian Awareness
month.

To register for this free
program, visit www.can-
tonpl.org or call (734) 397-
0999.

Call for crafters
The Delta Kappa Gamma

annual juried, handmade-
only Craft Show 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17,
at West Middle School in
Plymouth.

The event will feature
some 1,500 customers, food
and drawings.

Hand-made and juried
art and crafts will be sold
from 9 am until 4 p.m. on
Saturday, October 17 at West
Middle School. The Delta
Kappa Gamma Educational
Society sponsors this show
and uses all of the proceeds
to provide college scholar-
ships for Plymouth Canton
students.

Call Sandy Downs at (734)
340-4229 or e-mail Judy
Stone at JBSTONE716@
COMCAST.NET

Pet a Pet
PET-A-PET Inc. is look-

ing for enthusiastic, friendly
pets and their owners to visit
facilities one hour a month.
Pets must be up to date with
vaccinations, proof required.

Visits to Heartland-Canton
on the second Wednesday at
6:30 p.m.; call Pat Glinski,
(313) 278-4428. Visits to
Heartland-Plymouth on the
fourth Wednesday at 6:30
p.m.; call Lyn Ehrman, (734)
455-4885.

Church crafts

Connection Church (pre-
viously Tri-City Christian
Center) is currently accept-
ing applications for its annu-
al Holiday Craft Fair 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Dec. 5.

Connection Church is
located at 3855 Sheldon in
Canton, north of Michigan
Ave.

For more information con-
tact Katy Reitz, (734) 693-
5656 or katyreitz@mac.com

Crafters wanted
The Plymouth-Canton

Music Boosters (PCMB) is
hosting its Annual Holiday
Arts and Crafts Ensemble on
Saturday, Nov. 21. Exhibitors
who hand-craft their own
items are invited to submit
an application to exhibit at
the fund-raising event to
be held at Plymouth High
School in Canton. The juried
art event is produced twice
each year by the PCMB

and color guard programs
at the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park.

Over the last four years,
over 7>000 attendees have
visited the PCMB Arts &
Craft Ensembles.

Plymouth High School
is located at 8400 Beck
Road in Canton, Mich.
The Holiday Arts & Craft
Ensemble will be held from
9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Nov.
21. In addition to over 100
exhibits, there will be food,
a raffle, and entertainment
by local musicians and art-
ists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2.

Hospice volunteers
Compassionate Care

Hospice is a community-
based organization commit-
ted to providing excellent
hospice care for patients and
their families. The group
is currently seeking caring
and dedicated individuals to
provide support by being a
friendly visitor to patients in
the Western Wayne County
area. Training is provided.

For more information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Volunteer Coordinator,
toll-free (888) 983-9050 or
e-mail at achristensen@cch-
net.net.
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One of our representatives will do the work step~by-step to move your automatic
payments, online bill pay and direct deposit. Our switch kit is designed to help us
close your accounts at other financial institutions and transfer your balances to
Community Alliance Credit Union.

• $50 Cash
• FREE Checks

FREE Access to Over 28,000 ATMs Nationally ^ - - - - . - - « . - - - - - - -
FREE Online Bill Pay h Internet Banking

Lot us do the work for you. Call or stop by today!

t
COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
•T '966 CREDIT UNION

Yout^ Guide To Financial Success

COUPON

Dearborn Office Livonia Branch
{Located just inside North entrance 37401 Plymouth Road

Livonia, Ml 48160 ..

.Ml 48126 734.464.8079 M

313,336.1534
800.2870046

of AAA Headquarters BidgJ

1 Auto Club Drive

Bring this coupon to any
office when opening

your new checking account;

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
CREDIT UNION

Vffer available to individuals without a Community Alliance
Credit Union Checking Account. This is a limited time offer.
Limit one per member. Must qualify through TeleCheck and
be creditworthy. You must be at least 18 years of age. Cash
will be deposited to your checking account within 30 days

after account opening. Coupon expires December 31,2009
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dedicated to
BY MATTJACHMAN

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A former Plymouth City
Commission member and
mayor is being remembered as
a conscientious problem-solver
with a deep dedication to the
community.

Robert L. Jones, 83, died
Sept. 26 after a long illness.
He had moved to Canton
Township and recently lived in
a nursing facility in Plymouth
Township.

Jones, who had been an
engineer and executive in
the energy industry, was first
elected to the commission in
1985. He was defeated in 1989,
but re-elected two years later,
and named mayor for the next
two years, said City Manager

Paul Sincock.
Former commissioner and

mayor Jim Jabara said Jones
was knowledgeable and detail-
oriented. The two lived a few
doors away from each other in
Plymouth.

"He was dedicated to doing
a good job. He didn't sluff off
on anything," Jabara said.

Jones was a longtime mem-
ber of the Plymouth Salvation
Army's advisory board.

Veteran board member Gene
Overholt, who served with
him, said Jones was good at
solving problems.

"He knew finance. He knew
the community. He knew the
law. He was just a good person
to have," Overholt said. "When
he talked, most of us listened."

"He was our moral compass.

His question was always:
What's our mission and are we
meeting the needs?" said Jean
Stachura, another board mem-
ber. "He just kept everything
focused."

Though he suffered from
Parkinson's in later years and
used a wheelchair, Jones didn't
let the disease hinder his com-
mitment, Overholt said.

"He kept right on coming
and he felt that he just wanted
to keep giving as long as he
could, and he did," Overholt
said.

Jones had earned a law
degree later in life, though he
never practiced, Jabara said.
He was a longtime member of
the Kiwanis Club of Colonial
Plymouth and attended meet-
ings regularly until recently.

Jones is survived by his
wife, Elizabeth Jean; two
daughters, Nancy Middlestead
and Gwyn Jones; a son,
James; four grandchildren,
Andrew Middlestead, Katie
Middlestead, Michael Jones
and Eric Jones; and two great-
grandchildren.

Family and friends will
gather beginning at 10 a.m.
on Saturday, Oct. 17, at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Plymouth, 701 Church Street,
at Main. A memorial service
will be held at 11 a.m.

Arrangements were made by
the Verneulen Funeral Home.
Memorial contributions can be
made to the Salvation Army's
Plymouth Corps.

mjachman@hometowniife.com | (313) 222-2405 Former Plymouth Mayor Bob Jones is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Jean.

ways
funds

BY DARRELLCLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As a tutor who helps adults
struggling to grasp the English
language, Joyce Silagy's role
as a board member for the
Plymouth-Canton Literacy
Council has given her a wor-
risome understanding of
relying on state aid, grants
and fund-raisers to survive a
troubled economy when money
becomes scarce.

"We're going to have to get
smarter about the good works
we do," she said.

Silagy's remarks summed
up the reason she and some
80 other nonprofit repre-
sentatives, financial donors
and professional advisors
Thursday attended the Canton
Community Foundation's
first philanthropy summit
— intended to reveal ways of
investing and raising money
despite tough economic times.

The event at Canton's
Summit on the Park included
keynote speaker Christopher

Kelly, a vice president and
senior philanthropic advi-
sor for Comerica Charitable
Services Group, who gave
details on how estate plans,
endowments, charitable trusts
and private foundations,
among other measures, can be
used to support charities while
also providing an income
stream and tax benefits for
money donors.

The Canton Community
Foundation, marking its 20th
year, partners with nonprofits,
donors and others by investing
money long-term and by han-
dling more immediate finan-
cial gifts. President/CEO Joan
Noricks said the organization
oversees 32 funds.

Many donors rely on the
foundation to invest money
and help nonprofits such as
First Step, which provides
shelter and services to victims
of domestic and sexual vio-
lence.

"We have community intel-
ligence. We can tell (donors)
what the pressing needs are

here," Noricks said.
Theresa Bizoe, First Step

associate director, said
Thursday during a panel dis-
cussion of philanthropists and
nonprofits that First Step ini-
tially set up a $10,000 endow-
ment fund that continues to
draw donations, especially in
December when donors give
money for year-end tax pur-
poses.

Bizoe said alternate fund-
ing has become more critical
as government aid and other
money sources have decreased.

Noricks said that while non-
profits still rely on small or
one-time donations and fund-
raisers, they can benefit more
by setting up endowments and
other sources for sustained
income.

"It lessens the daily opera-
tions struggle," she said.

Kelly said many people
donate money to char-
ity every year, but he said far
fewer donors — including the
wealthy — plan to transfer
their money to nonprofits and

organizations once they die.
He said nonprofits and other
potential recipients, without
being insensitive, can educate
donors about helping charities
while also providing for their
heirs.

By empowering donors,
Kelly said, "they will show us
love even stronger."

Kelly also told the crowd
that many money donors have
become more prudent and
judicious in their charitable
gift-giving — and they seek
out options they feel good
about supporting.

Noricks agreed, saying
the Canton Community
Foundation can provide a
much-needed link for donors
looking to support charities.
"We look for those things that
make your heart go pitter-pat,"
she said.

To contact the Canton Community
Foundation, call (734) 495-1200 or log
on to www.cantonfoundation.org.

dclem@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2238
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million during a two-year
span due to falling property
tax revenues and a decision by
the library board to reduce the
millage during tough economic
times.

Internally, the library
already has imposed a hiring
freeze, meaning patrons will
likely encounter longer lines.
Moreover, patrons face fewer
storytime sessions packed with
larger crowds, and the facility
isn't likely to buy as many cop-
ies of best-sellers, Golden said.

State budget cuts could
compound the internal prob-
lems, Golden said, because the
reductions could affect pro-
grams such as an inter-library
service that allows patrons to
borrow materials from other
libraries. Local patrons request
1,000 books each month from

otner iacinties, ana tney couia
lose that privilege or be forced
to pay out of pocket if local
officials try to keep the service
intact, Golden said.

What's more, state electronic
library databases — used by
8,000 Canton library patrons
— could become a casualty
of Michigan's budget woes,
affecting the ability of patrons
to access health and wellness
resources and leaving students
with fewer options for their
research, among other mea-
sures, Golden said.

"We would not be able to
provide these databases," she
said.

Changes still are possible as
state legislators wrestle over
the latest budget shortfall, but
local officials remain worried
they will lose funding that
would affect their ability to
provide the level of services that
residents have come to expect.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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cornea thicker, stronger, healthier and with less
Can be done on thin corneas.
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For si free screening with or answers to your questions,.

15212 Michigan Avenue • Dearborn • www.eyesurgeryinstitute.com )
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THE PARK
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"I USED TO WONDER IF MOM WAS LONELY

NOW SHE HAS MORE
FRIENDS THAN I
(•zjs f your mom. lives by herself,

its only natural to worry about her
during the course of your day. Alter
all, you remember a time when she was
constantly on the go. Nowadays, she
stays home more and more. You find
yourself constantly wondering; Is she
lonely? Is she safe? Is she happy?

Help cpiet your worries by looking into
senior living at "The Park at Trowfericlge.
Many seniors are energized with a whole
ticw zest for life as they socialize with
people their own. age, people they can

At The Park at TrowbHdge, you'll
enjoy rediscovering the things you've
always loved to do like exploring1 the
Detroit Institute of Art, shopping at
the Somerset Collection or taking in a
movie at the Palladium.

See for yourself why seniors living at
Tlte Parfc at Trowbridge experience an
invigorating sense of independence,
freedom and optimism.

Your s t o r y c o n t i n u e s h e r e . . . ¥

2401 Civic Center Drive

Southfield, Ml 48033

For more information
or to visit, call today!

(348) 352-0^08

- j ^ , HORIZONJAY



A4 (CP) Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, October 4,2009 online at hometownlifexom

Hopeful thinks board needs fresh perspective
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Eric Bacyinski thinks
Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education trustees have discon-
nected from the people who
elected them and are in need of
new ideas and a fresh perspec-
tive.

And he thinks he's the guy
who can help solve both prob-
lems. ,:

That's why Bacyinski, a 23-
year-old Plymouth Township
resident, chose to run for the
school board in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion, where his name will be one
of five on the ballot for three
four-year terms.

"I think the bond failures of
2006 and 2007 are an indica-
tion there's a disconnect... the
board is getting out of touch
with what residents expect
from the board and the district.

THE BACYINSKI FILE
• Who: Eric Bacyinski
• What: Seeking a four-year term on the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education
• Where: Plymouth Township resident
• Family: Daughter, Brooke, 5, just started kindergar-
ten at Isbister Elementary
• Profession: Contractor for the International Joint
Commission, a government body that monitors and
advises on Great Lakes water quality and policy

Bacyinski

There needs to be a voice on
the board that can serve as that
liaison.

Bacyinski, a contractor
for the International Joint
Commission, a government
body that monitors and advises
on Great Lakes water quality
and policy, is vice president of
the Plymouth District Library
Board. He took that task on, he
said, as a "way of giving back"

to his community.
With a 5-year-old daughter,

urooKc, jus t s tar ting Kinder-
garten at Isbister Elementary,
Bacyinski said he wants to serve
the school board to make sure
his daughter, and all the other
children in the district, get the
kind of education they'll need to
compete in a global economy.

"I want to make sure my
daughter gets the best educa-

tion possible the next 12 years
while she's in the district...
what better way than getting
directly involved?" he said. "I
think the board is ready for
some new leadership and new
ideas, and I think I'm the voice
and the perspective that can
offer a lot."

Bacyinski, like everyone else,
knows the budget is a big issue
for the district, with decreasing
revenue, including an impend-
ing cut in the state per-pupil
foundation grant.

He praises the board for cut-
ting some $18 million out of its
budget the last several years,
but said there is more that can
be done.

"(Legislators) are talking
about a $218 reduction per
pupil, and needless to say that's
a huge hit," he said. "The board
has made some great efforts to
streamline. But these new cuts

are going to hurt, as well.
"I think they've done a lot;

unfortunately the district hasn't
kept up with the structural defi-
cit," he added. "There's always
room for more efficiency. There
are certainly tough decisions
coming up, and I think the
board would be aided by a voice
that represents all the people in
the district."

Bacyinski said the fact the
state operates on a different
fiscal year than the district
makes it difficult for school
administrators to plan a bud-

members need a thorough
understanding of where their
money is going.

"We need a thorough break-
down of where the money is
being spent in the district,
what kind of bang we're get-
ting for the buck," he said. "The
board might consider a job task

analysis to consider where the
money's going and what's being
spent."

Bacyinski said Dr. Craig
Fiegel, the superintendent
starting his second year on the
job, has "done a pretty good job
and made a very good effort"
to bring the district up to ideal
standards. He points to the
district's performance on the
Education Yes! requirements as
an indicator.

He also thinks Fiegel is pretty
good at communicating with
residents, citing a letter the

ing financial issues and poten-
tial solutions.

"What I liked most about
that was he reached a hand
out and said, 'If you have ideas
or advice, we want to hear it,'"
Bacyinski said. "I think he's
done a good job of reaching out
like that."

Board hopeful wants more than the minimum
BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Larry Martin acknowledges
teachers in the Plymouth-
Canton school district are
doing a good job of teaching to
the standards set out by feder-
al and state programs such as
the Education Yes! initiative.

He just thinks they should
be aiming higher than that.

That's why Martin, a
Plymouth Township resident,
decided to again seek a seat
on the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Board
of Education. He's one of five
candidates seeking three four-
year terms in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion.

"There is a focus on the min-
imum standards rather than
maximum performance," said
Martin, for 20 years an engi-
neer at GM. "Teaching to the
standards isn't enough. When

THE MARTIN FILE
• Who: Larry Martin •
•• What: Seeking a four-year term on the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education
• Where: Plymouth Township resident
• Family: Wife, Sandi; daughters Grace, 12, Sarah, 10,
Ava, 6, Tess, 4
• Profession: Engineer at GM

you see what other states are
doing... they've taken it sev-
eral steps higher, and we need
to keep up."

Martin said he thinks the
bar is "set relatively low" for
Michigan students, and that
simply clearing the lowest
hurdle won't be enough to help
Michigan students compete.
With four daughters, includ-
ing three who are in the school
district now, Martin thinks
the district should shift its
focus in how teachers teach.

Martin

"They do a lot of student-
led, inquiry-based teaching
and that takes a lot of time,"
Martin said. "Most research
shows struggling students
need more direct instruction.
There are ways to narrow
the focus of the education to
increase the performance."

Martin said his biggest issue
is to "educate kids to compete
globally," and the second-big-
gest issue is money.

And he doesn't necessarily
think the two are related.

Michigan Mineralogical Society Presents the

65th Annual Greater Detroit
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aij'J J E M 1 / SHOW

Sponsored by Cranbrook Institute of Science and Lost & Found Vintage of Royal Oak

, Friday -Sunday, October 9-1 1 f 2009
Hours: Friday 9-7; Saturday 10-7; Sunday11-5
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find real fossils.
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"We're standing at the edge
of this financial cliff, and there
really needs to be a sense of
urgency," Martin said. "(But)
teaching to a higher standard
and asking more of students is
not a financial issue."

Martin also thinks com-
munication between board
members, district administra-
tors and parents is lacking. He
pointed to an issue at Farrand
Elementary School over the
summer, where parents vehe-
mently objected when admin-
istrators decided to eliminate
the multi-age program with-
out much public discussion.

"Parents seem to be the last
to know about things in the
district," Martin said. "It was
a serious lack of contact from
administrators."

Martin said one way to
help that was to allow pub-

lic responses to questions
asked by residents during the
"citizen comments" portion
of meetings. As it stands, the
board listens and gets back to
whomever made the comment.
Martin thinks those responses
should be public, either at the
next meeting or in the meeting
minutes.

Martin thinks Dr. Craig
Fiegel, who just started his
second year as superintendent,
has done a good job, though
he agrees with a board assess-
ment that the budget process
was somewhat flawed.

"Other than that, I think
he's done a good job," said
Martin, who admits he hasn't
had much contact with Fiegel.
"My personal interaction has
been limited, but he's been
responsive."

The board itself, on the

other hand, "needs more diver-
sity of thought," Martin said.
The board is "very monolithic,"
with mostly unanimous votes
on issues. He also thinks the
board acts "too late" on many
issues, particularly financial
ones.

For instance, he said, he has
proposed an all-day, alter-
nate day kindergarten, which
would send students to all-day
kindergarten either Monday-
Wednesday or Tuesday-
Thursday, with the groups
alternating Fridays.

He also thinks the board
should be voting on the pay-
ment of bills.

"You're more apt to look at
how they're spending money if
you have to approve it," Martin
said.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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District still unsure
what cuts

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

School district officials
around the state, including
those planning the budgets
in Plymouth-Canton, have
been expecting to face a
"cliff" of financial trouble
for sometime now.

With the state expected
to try to cut some $218 per
student out of the district's
per-pupil foundation grant,
administrators now feel like
they've got one foot over the
edge of that cliff.

While such a cut in edu-
cation funding was not
included in the temporary
budget deal state lawmak-
ers reacucu tuis wc&v,
school officials feel like it's
just a matter of time.

James Larson-Shidler,
Plymouth-Canton's assis-
tant superintendent of
business services, said the
state's action did include a
one-twelfth cut (about $18
per student) in the grant.
He's got his fingers crossed
the rest won't come, though
he's not optimistic.

"I would hope it doesn't,"
Larson-Shidler said. "I
hope (lawmakers) go back
into conference committee
and there would be some-
thing that would come out
of there where they would
re-prioritize and not cut as
much as $218."

This year's budget includ-
ed an expected $110 cut in
the foundation grant, which
left the district with a fund
deficit of $2,592 million. If
the state goes through with
the $218 cut, Plymouth-
Canton would have to shave
another $108 - or an addi-

are coming
tional $2.1 million - out of
this year's budget.

While the district's fund
balance would cover it this
year, it would leave them
in a precarious position in
the 2010-2011 school year,
when the deficit is again
expected to be high.

"We'll have to try to come
up with some ways of cut-
ting the budget," Larson-
Shidler said. "We would not
have the fund balance next
year to cover a deficit."

The district is further
hampered, Larson-Shidler
said, by the fact the state
and the school district oper-
ate on different fiscal years,
meaning the district doesn't
ev6n Know WuSi ^nC iounu.a-
tion grant will be when offi-
cials are putting together
the budget.

"It's putting a lot of pres-
sure on us," Larson-Shidler
said. "When we set our
budget, what we were hear-
ing at the time was a little
over 100 per student cut, so
that's what we factored in.
Now they're coming back
with $218. We're well into
our year, and now you're
telling us to double the cut
made."

To help explain it all,
administrators and board
members will meet with
PTOs around the district.
The schedule for those
meetings, according to com-
munications director Frank
Ruggirello, is still being
structured. Information on
the meetings will appear on
the district's Web site (www.
pccs.kl2.mi.us).

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-8899
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Car show series helps vets, vet organizations
It's hard for organizers to

believe, but the time from May
to September has passed by
and the CRUZ'N season for
2009, sponsored by Plymouth-
Canton Chapter 528 Vietnam
Veterans of America, has
wrapped up.

Vacations are over, the
Gratiot, Michigan and
Woodward cruises are just
a memory, the kids are back
in school, days are getting
shorter and cruisers will be
putting their rides away until
next summer.

The sixth season for
CRUZ'N 528 Wednesday
Night Car Shows was a huge
success in 2009, along with
some great looking cars in
attendance, said organizer Bob
Paul.

"Our biggest night saw 140
rides, with an average of 85
•V,*-,-IT <•»*-»*• r»ool-» "W7V\/-1 f%r*cA o t r )?
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Paul said. "The cruisers
enjoyed the camaraderie,
bench racing, tall tales and the
participation plaque that was
awarded to one cruiser each
Wednesday from all the regis-
tered cars; there were fabulous
door prizes, a 50/50 drawing,
along with several extra prizes
given away each week, which
were supplied by our sponsors,
like T-shirts and hats, goodie
bags loaded with products
from Meguiar's, Stoner, Belle
Tire and more."

Paul said the success was
in large part due to the event
sponsors: Bell Tire, Meguiar's

Organizers said the sixth season for CRUZ'N 528 Wednesday Night Car Shows was a huge success in 2009, averaging
85 cruisers with a high of 140.

Car Care Products, Summit
Racing Equipment, Quick
Lane Car Care Centers, Stoner
Car Care Products, Mother's,
Eastern Market of Canton,
Ken Basman with Mustang
T-shirts & Hats; Hosted by the
Mayflower/Lt. Gamble VFW
Post 6695 and sponsored by
the Plymouth-Canton Chapter
528 Vietnam Veterans of
America.

"It was also a job well done
by all the WA and VFW vol-
unteers who helped with show
setup, registration, cooking,
cashier, 50/50 raffle and door
prizes, show photos, the radio

coverage from WPON1460
AM and many other jobs."

Lynn Dery collected "Cell
Phones for the Troops." Each
used cell phone that is recycled
is worth 60 minutes of talk
time for a service member in
Iraq or Afghanistan to call
home. Dery has been collect-
ing used cell phones since June
2008 at all W A Chapter 528
events and has collected 7OO
cell phones to date.

Since 2004, CRUZ'N 528
has distributed over $15,500
to needy veterans and vet-
erans organizations such as
VA Hospital Ann Arbor, the

Ambulatory & Burn Center
for the Intrepid, San Antonio,
Texas, purchased tickets for
World War II veterans to visit
the World War II Memorial
in Washington and in 2008
purchased, packed and
mailed 92 packages with spe-
cial need items to the troops
in Iraq.

Paul said profits from
CRUZ'N 528 for 2009 will be
used to support local veterans,
who need help to pay bills,
provide house maintenance
(inside or outside), prescrip-
tions, transportation needs
and other items.

Auto show poster contest offers cash prizes
The 2010 North American

International Auto Show
(NAI AS), sponsored by
NAIAS LLC, announced the
launch of its annual poster
contest in connection with the
January show.

The 22nd Annual High
School Poster Contest is open
to all Michigan residents
enrolled in grades 10-12. An
independent panel of repre-
sentatives from the local art
community will judge the
contest. This year, the NAIAS
will choose winners in 16 cat-
egories.

"The poster contest is
always a fun way to involve
the next generation of auto-
motive enthusiasts in our
community and never fails to
amaze us with the incredible
young talent that comes from

Michigan," said Doug Fox,
chairman of the 2010 NAIAS.
"We hope that this helps
encourage a lifetime interest
in not only the automotive
industry but the art commu-
nity as well."

Winning posters will be
displayed at the 2010 NAIAS
and reproduced in the official
NAIAS program, which is
available to the public, corpo-
rate executives and automotive
suppliers. Winning posters
may also be displayed on the
official NAIAS web site, www.
naias.com.

In 2009, the NAIAS had a
record breaking 660 entries
from 64 Michigan high
schools. The contest was
established to engage the
creative minds of Michigan's
students and encour-

age careers in automotive
design while recognizing
local artists for their tal-
ents.

Posters must be original
artwork, 25" x 21" in size,
two-dimensional and camera
ready. The poster theme must
be automotive related, and
any mixed media suitable for
reproduction as a poster is
allowed, including computer-
generated graphics. All sub-
ject matter must be in good
taste.

Posters must contain all of
the following copy: "North
American International Auto
Show 2010, Detroit, and Cobo
Center." The entry deadline is
Nov. 18.

Prizes will be awarded in
the following categories:

Chairmen's Award $1,000;

State Farm Insurance Award,
$1,000; Designer's Best Show-
Digital, $500; Designer's Best
Show-Traditional, $500; Best
Theme, $250; Best Use of
Color, $250; Most Creative,
$250; 1st Place: 10th Grade
Award, $500; 1st Place: 11th
Grade Award, $500,1st Place:
12th Grade Award, $500; 2nd
Place: 10th Grade Award,
$250; 2nd Place: 11th Grade
Award, $250; 2nd Place: 12th
Grade Award, $250; 3rd Place:
10th Grade Award, $100;
3rd Place: 11th Grade Award,
$100; 3rd Place: 12th Grade
Award, $100.

To view official rules or gain
more information, visit www.
naias.com. Additional ques-
tions may be directed to Sandy
Herp at (248) 283-5138 or
sherp @dada.org.
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Homemade AUTHENTIC Polish Family Recipe
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Just thaw, heat & serve! f

Over 20 Flavor Combinations! j
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