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Detroit Red Wings Coach
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2008.
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Take our survey
The Canton Observer is partici-
pating in an interactive Online
research project that’s being coor-
dinated by American Opinion
Research (AOR) and sponsored by
the Michigan Press Association.
Those responding to the survey
will be entered into a drawing for

Go to hometownlife.com to take

Anyone wondering what it
takes to be a bell-ringer for the
| Plymouth Salvation Army’s
annual Red Kettle fund-raising
campaign gets a chance to find

| Army

Oct. 6, for anyone interested

in finding out more about

helping out with the annual
Thanksgiving-to-Christmas fund-

Kettle coordinator Teresa
Moriarty will answer questions
about kettle locations, hours and
volunteer opportunities.

The Plymouth Salvation Army
headquarters is located on Main,
just south of Ann Arbor Road,
in Plymouth. It serves Plymouth,
Canton, Northville and Belleville.
For more information, call Moriarty
at (734) 453-5464, Ext. 24.

ORor

The Gandhi Jayanti Celebration
will be held on Friday, Oct. 2 at
the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill. Doors for this free fam-
ily event will open at 6:30 p.m.,
with the performance starting at
7 p.m. The show is presented by
the Canton Cultural Commission
Multicultural Committee in con-
junction with the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill, located at 50400
Cherry Hill Road, Canton.

The presentation honors the life
and legacy of Mahatma Gandhi
by celebrating the values that he
lived every day. Canton Trustee
Dr. Syed Taj will provide the pro-
grams welcome and introduction
to a night of songs, skits, dances,

For more information on The
Gandhi Jayanti Celebration,
other upcoming cultural events
and all of the performances

at the Village Theater, visit
Cantonvillagetheater.org or call

out next
week.
The
Plymouth
Salvation

hosts
a“Bell
Ringers
open
house 9
a.m. to
2 p.m.
Tuesday,

»

Canton resident Chris
Carrington loves beer — and not
just the taste.

. While many beer connoisseurs
are content to belly up to the
bar for a cold one, it’s a matter
of reputation and economics for
Carrington, 31.

He works as general manager
of Grizzly Peak Brewing Co., a
popular Ann Arbor gathering spot
singled out as Michigan’s top-sell-
ing brewpub three years in a row
by the Michigan Beer Guide.

Grizzly Peak sold 1,617 barrels
of beer in 2008, outpacing its
nearest competitor by more than
169 barrels. In simple terms, that’s
401,016 pints brewed on-site and
sold last year alone.

Grizzly Peak — a place as
beloved by its regulars as tele-
vision’s once-famed Cheers bar
— last year topped its own previ-
ous record of 1,529 barrels sold.

“Im extremely proud,” said
Carrington, who began his career
as a 16-year-old dishwasher at a
Grand Rapids restaurant. “We've
built a good name for ourselves.”

He has good reason for his

pub pride, considering that
Grizzly Peak, located at 120 W.
Washington, relies on a seven-
barrel brewing system compared
to lesser-selling brewpubs with as
many as 10 or 15 barrels.

Carrington cited the Grizzly
Peak Pale Ale as the bar/restau-
rant’s most popular beer among
nine selections, although Victor’s
Gold, Steelhead Red and others
have their share of fans.

“It’s all brewed here,”
Carrington said.

And now, Grizzly Peak finds
itself amid an Oktoberfest cel-
ebration which runs through Oct.
22, featuring seasonal beer such
as an Oktoberfest lager and spe-
cial menu items such as Bavarian
pork chops, beer-braised brats,
pretzel-crusted salmon and chick-
en schnitzel.

Just recently, Grizzly Peak
and another Ann Arbor brewery,
Blue Tractor, sponsored a pre-
Ocktoberfest event that included
shutting down part of Washington
Street and bringing in live music.

Carrington, who lives in the

Lilley-Warren area of Canton, said

the ongoing Oktoberfest celebra-
tion also features limited supplies
of special-edition pint glasses that

Canton resident Chris Carrington is the general manager of Grizzly Peak Brewing Co., in Ann Arbor.

A head for brew

Canton man manages state’s top brewpub

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

patrons can buy for $5 and refill’
for $2 off regular prices through
Oct. 22.

Grizzly Peak has been in busi-
ness for 14 years and employs
some 80 people, including
part-timers and full-time staff.
Carrington said one of his biggest
challenges as general manager is
making sure the brewpub is prop-
erly staffed.

Grizzly Peak’s regular menu
offers 11 entrees plus sandwiches,

- pizza and appetizers. One of the

hottest items is the Brewery Steak
Sandwich, served between crispy
potato cakes with melted cheese,
bacon and porter créme fraiche.

“It’s extremely popular,”
Carrington said.

Managing the brewpub is a job
he loves.

“I like the fact that it’s a brew-
pub,” he said. “I'm a big beer guy,
and this is my style of restaurant.
We have some people who come
here every day and others who
come in maybe three times a
week.

“I like the interaction with

people,” he added. “There’s never a

dull moment.”

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Voters wanting to hear directly from candi-
dates in the Plymouth-Canton school board race
get their chance next week. ’

The League of Women Voters of Northwest
Wayne County hosts a candidate forum
Thursday, Oct. 8, at Plymouth City Hall (corner
of Main and Church in Plymouth) in the sec-
ond-floor city commission chambers. The forum
starts at 8 p.m., and is expected to last about an
hour (it is preceded by a similar forum for the
Plymouth City Commission race).

Four of the five candidates for the three four-
year seats available on the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools Board of Education -
incumbents Judy Mardigian and Barry Simescu
and challengers Larry Martin and Adrienne
Davis - have agreed to 'participate. Candidate
Eric Bacyinski has a business commitment and
won'’t attend. .

John Jackson, running wnopposed for a two-
year term, will also participate.

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan,

Forum lets voters hear from school hopefuls

public service organization which never sup-
ports or opposes any candidate, will use the for-
mat they've traditionally used for such forums.
Candidates will be allowed a one-minute
opening statement, a one-minute response to
each question and a two-minute closing state-

ment.

Questions will come from the audience (who
will submit them in writing to be asked by the
League moderator). Anyone who would like to
pose a question but cannot attend can e-mail a

question to lwvmail@yahoo.com. .

“The forum is being filmed by the Plymouth
City staff, for which we are very grateful,”
said LWYV president Paula Bowman. “We will
be working with them to circulate tapes to
Comcast and WOW so it can be viewed multiple

times by the public.”

In addition to the candidate forum, the
League is preparing a non-partisan Voter Guide.
It will be available on the league’s Web site by
Oct. 8, and a limited number of print copies will
be available at the libraries in early October.

bkadrich@hometownlife.com|.(313) 222‘-8899_
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Sysco stays
put with
expansion

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Sysco — a company that sells, mar-
kets and distributes food products
to schools, restaurants, health-care
facilities and other entities — is
expanding in Canton amid promises
by officials to make infrastructure
improvements near the site.

Sysco, which employs about 600
workers on the township’s southeast
side, had earlier considered moving

out of state rather than enlarging its

facility northwest of Van Born and
Haggerty roads.

But the company plans to stay near
the 1-275 corridor — and indeed is
nearing completion of an expansion
— after township, county and state
officials offered to resurface Van
Born near Sysco’s property and add
aturn lane into the site to improve
traffic safety. _

The effort to accommodate Sysco’s
expansion comes as officials, con-
cerned about losing more jobs in
Michigan’s beleaguered economy,
lobbied successfully to retain the
company and its local workforce.

“This is huge,” Canton Municipal
Services Director Tim Faas said. “It’s
good for Canton, it’s good for Wayne
County and it’s good for the state of
Michigan.” _

The pending road project is
expected to cost about $850,000, the
bulk of it coming from federal dollars
funneled through the state. '

Sean McCausland, executive vice
president of Canton-based Sysco
Detroit, said the improvements to
Van Born Road will boost safety
for motorists and some 200 trucks
that each day bring in supplies and
deliver products to customers such
as Plymouth-Canton and Wayne-
Westland schools.

“This is huge from a safety per-
spective,” he said.

Sysco is nearing completion of
a'70,000-square-foot addition to
its 375,000-square-foot facility,

Please see SYSCO, A3

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Sysco is expanding in Canton.
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. ltems will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich®hometownlife.
com

Antique appraisals

The Canton Historical
Society hosts its annual
DuMouchelles Antique
Appraisal Clinic 10 a.m. to 5
p-m. Saturday, Oct. 3, at the
Cherry Hill School (corner
of Cherry Hill and Ridge in
Canton’s Cherry Hill Village).

Appraisals by appointment
only, limited to three hand-
carried items. Cost is $10 for
each verbal appraisal, $15 for
each written appraisal.

To make an appointment
please call (734) 254-0729. All
proceeds benefit the Canton
Historical Society.

BPW meets

The goal of the Canton,
Business & Professional |
Women is to promote full par-
ticipation, equity and econom-
ic sef-sufficiency for America’s
working womern.

The Canton BPW meets
6-8:30 p.m. Monday, Oct.

12, at Palermo’s Restaurant,
44938 Ford Road in Canton.
Palermo’s is located in the

strip mall behind Murray’s
Auto Supply on north side of -
Ford Road - east of Canton
Center Road and west of
Sheldon.

The guest speaker, attorney
Gary Sackett, will talk about
wills and trusts.

For more information
contact June Nicholas, (313)
610-2561 or junenicholas@
comecast.net

Spooky stories

This fall, Canton Leisure
Services’ Stories from the
Shadows is sure to send goose
bumps down your spine and
frighten all who are brave
enough to attend at its new
location in the historic Cady-
Boyer Barn on Wednesday,
Oct. 14 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Enjoy an evening of spooky
stories in the crisp autumn
air. Storytellers will do their
best to assure age appropriate
entertainment throughout the
program.

Registration is required to
participate in this event where
youw’ll hear about haunted
places, mysterious occurrenc-
es, and unexplained events.
Canton residents can currently
register for just $8 per person,
Non-residents can register
starting October 9 for just $10. '
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I chose the

HAVING A HYSTERECTOMY IS BOTH
{y

onal Leaa

Jor my robotic hysterectomy to get back to life

Space is limited, so sign up
today online at Cantonfun.org
to enjoy an evening of spine-
chilling stories.

The Cady-Boyer Barn is
located in Preservation Park
at 500 N. Ridge Road. All
children must be accompanied
by an adult. Space is limited.
Remember to dress in weather
appropriate clothing.

For more information about
“Stories From the Shadows”
and other Fall Canton Leisure
Services events, call (734) 394-
5460 or visit www.canton-
mi.org.

AAUW meeting

The Plymouth/Canton
branch of the American
Association of University
Women hosts its monthly
meeting Oct. 15, at 6:30
p-m., held at the Plymouth
Community Arts Council, 774
N. Sheldon Rd. Plymouth (just
north of North Territorial Rd.)

The meeting will feature a
light dinner ($10 per person)
followed by a presentation of
“Lily Ledbetter - A Fair Act
Play.” Increasing awareness
of pay inequities is one of the
goals of AAUW.

For more information
contact Esther Nelson at
enelsonlc@att.net or 734 981-
4938.

Canton Newcomers

Looking to meet new
people? Then the Canton
Newcomers club is for you!
No matter how long you have
lived in the Canton area, you
are invited to join us. We are
a social, civic and charitable
organization designed to
acquaint area residents with
otherresidents and the Canton
Community.

The group’s next meeting
will be on Wednesday, Oct. 7
at High Velocity, the group’s
main sponsors. We will be
holding a general meeting in
one of their rooms while they
host a free soccer and basket-

AN IMPORTANT AND

DIFFICULT DECISION TO MAKE. That is why at Henry Ford
Wyandotte Hosplial, we are committed 10 making your procedure as
seamiess as possible by offering you the most advanced treatment options
available. As a regional leader in robotic hysterectondes, we are able to
offer patients a minimally Invasive treatment aption that not only gives

our paticnts a much faster recovery time, bat also minimizes the discomfont

associated with traditional hysterectomies, With a compassionate and

dedicated teant of experls, when you peed to make this devision you are nut

alone. Let our experienced and understanding staff help you through vour
deciston at Henry Ford Wyandotte Hosplial,

To schedule an appointment, visit
henryfordwyandotte.com/robotics
or call 1-877-246-7550,

Signed up

As the Canton Public Library celebrated library card month, officials noted
a high number of people coming in to get their first library cards. According
to library staffer Laurie Golden, more than 700 people signed up for cards,
including Angela Duprey and her 2-year-old son, Mason, of Canton.

ball clinic for children of mem-
bers aged 3-9.

For more information go to
WWw.cantonnewcomers.org or
contact Melanie at (734) 207-
3341.

Vegan diet

The health benefits of the
vegan diet will be the subject
of'a program held Oct. 20 at
7 p.m. at the Canton Public
Library.

Gaia Kile, a Family Nurse
Practitioner working with nat-
ural and holistic approaches
to health and disease, is the
featured speaker. His talk will
address the science behind
some of the benefits and key
factors for success through
vegan nutrition. October is
Vegetarian Awareness month.

To register for this free pro-
gram, visit www.cantonpl.org

or call (734) 397-0999.

Call for crafters

The Delta Kappa Gamma
Education Society hosts its
annual juried, handmade-
only Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at West
Middle School in Plymouth.

The event will feature some
1,500 customers, food and
drawings.

Hand-made and juried art
and crafts will be sold from 9
am until 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 17 at West Middle
School. The Delta Kappa
Gamma Educational Society
sponsors this show and uses
all of the proceeds to pro-
vide college scholarships for
Plymouth Canton students.

Call Sandy Downs at (734)
340-4229 or e-mail Judy
Stone at JBSTONE716(@

COMCAST.NET

Ride with Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Plymouth A.M., in partner-
ship with the Huron Township
Rotary Club,

is holding a Harley-
Davidson Bike Raffle and
charitable event during the
14th annual Great Lakes Chili
Cook-Off in Plymouth.

First prize is a 2009 Harley-
Davidson Ultra Classic
Motorcycle and custom trailer;
second prize is $2,000; third
prize is $1,000.

Raffle tickets will be sold by
the Rotary Club of Plymouth
AM. during the Chili Cook-off
and can be purchased at the
Club’s Booth (on the west side
of Kellogg Park) between 11
a.m. and 3 p.m. Tickets sell for
$5, or five tickets for $20.

The drawing will be held at
the Huron Township Applefest
in New Boston at 6 p.m. Oct.
4. Winner need not be present
at drawing. '

Proceeds from the ticket
sales will help support
Rotary’s charitable efforts in
local and international com-

munities.

Pet a Pet

PET-A-PET Inc. is looking:
for enthusiastic, friendly pets
and their owners to visit facili-
ties one hour a month. Pets
must be up to date with vacci-
nations, proof required.

Visits to Heartland-Canton
on the second Wednesday at
6:30 p.m.; call Pat Glinski,
(313) 278-4428. Visits to
Heartland-Plymouth on the
fourth Wednesday at 6:30
p.m.; call Lyn Ehrman, (734)
455-4885.

Church crafts

Connection Church (pre-
viously Tri-City Christian
Center) is currently accepting
applications for its annual
Holiday Craft Fair 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Dec. 5.

Connection Church is locat-
ed at 3855 Sheldon in Canton,
north of Michigan Ave.

For more information con-
tact Katy Reitz, (734) 693-
5656 or katyreitz@mac.com

Crafters wanted

The Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters (PCMB) is
hosting its Annual Holiday
Arts and Crafts Ensemble on
Saturday, Nov. 21. Exhibitors
who hand-craft their own
items are invited to submit an
application to exhibit at the
fund-raising event to be held
at Plymouth High School in
Canton. The juried art event
is produced twice each year
by the PCMB to help support
the band and color guard
programs at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park.

Over the last four years,
over 7,000 attendees have vis-
ited the PCMB Arts & Craft
Ensembles.

Plymouth High School is
located at 8400 Beck Road in
Canton, Mich. The Holiday
Arts & Craft Ensemble will be
held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
on Nov. 21. In addition to over
100 exhibits, there will be
food, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.”
Admittance is $2.

Hospice volunteers

Compassionate Care
Hospice is a community-based
organization committed to
providing excellent hospice
care for patients and their
families. The group is current-
ly seeking caring and dedicat-
ed individuals to provide sup-
port by being a friendly visitor
to patients in the Western
Wayne County area. Training
is provided. '

For more information,
contact Ann Christensen,
Volunteer Coordinator, toll-
free (888) 983-9050 or e-mail
at achristensen@cchnet.net.

LIKE NUMBERS?
there-are a pile
of them in
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arines get helping hand from car club

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton-based classic car
club has boxed up 92 boxes
of goods to send to Marines
fighting in Iraq.

America’s Most Wanted
Car Club of Canton has spent
$2,000 for snacks, cough
drops, books, magazines, toi-
letries — even a charcoal grill
and utensils — that club mem-
bers say will help troops and
save on their out-of-pocket
expenses.

“By doing this, we hope it
makes them feel good and
helps them out,” club President
Ben Fontana said.

The car club, which draws
members from Canton,
Plymouth, Westland, Livonia,
Redford, Garden City, Wayne
and other communities, col-
iected money by charging
classic car entry fees during
Canton’s summer Liberty Fest,
among other fund-raisers.

“We don’t keep any of this
money,” Fontana said. “Every
penny gets used (for charity).
The money is 100 percent
donated.”

Club members took some of
their fund-raising money and
went shopping for everything
from beef jerky to magazines
to toothbrushes.

Last Sunday, they volun-
teered their time packing
92 boxes inside a Mill Street
building in Plymouth that

i

Voiunteers with America's Most Wan

ted Car

o i £
Ciub of Canton spent $2,000 for snacks, cough drops, books, magazines,

toiletries — even a charcoal grill and utensils ~ they say will help troops overseas.

Fontana said is home to the
VFW Mayflower Lt. Gamble
Post 6695 and the Vietnam
Veterans of America Chapter
528.

Club members worked on the
project with Debbie Eichholtz,
a Northville school paraprofes-
sional who works with spe-
cial-needs students and whose
son, Marine Lance Cpl. Joseph
Eichholtz, is stationed in the
Japan area. She has helped
send items to troops in Iraq for
the last 18 months.

Eichholtz said the car club’s
items will be sent to a motor
transport unit known as Truck
Company Scavenger in the
Fallujah area — a unit that
cited a barbecue grill as its top
request.

“That’s the No. 1 thing they
said they needed,” Eichholtz
said, commending the car club
for doing “an amazing job” col-
lecting items for troops.

The car club has 50 mem-
bers, and some of them are
veterans themselves. The club

formed about 19 years ago and
has gained a reputation for
raising money for charity.
Fontana said club members
simply wanted to buy necessi-
ties'that troops could use with-
out spending their own money.
Meanwhile, the club is hope-
ful that a local business will
volunteer to help them pay the
cost of shipping the care pack-
ages to the troops. To help, call
Fontana at (734) 355-6338.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

SYSCO

FROM PAGE A1

an expansion McCausland
said was needed to help the
company become more pro-
ductive.

He said the expansion ulti-
mately is expected to create
“Quite a few” new jobs, such as
sales and warehouse positions,
“but it’s hard to put a number
on it” right now.

Sysco carries more than
10,000 items, such as fresh
meats, produce and fro-
zen foods, that chefs need
to prepare meals at places
such as schools, restaurants
and health-care facilities,
McCausland said.

The company has been at its
Canton location since 1979, he
said.

In a three-pronged govern-
ment effort, Faas said the state

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Having space to expand means that Sysco's trucks will continue to be
based in Canton. This truck turns south on Haggerty Road from westbound

Michigan Avenue.

is using federal dollars to pay
the bulk of construction costs
for Van Born Road improve-
ments, but the county plans to
provide oversight and inspec-

tion of the project. Canton
is handling the bidding and
administering the funding.
Township officials hope to
approve bids as early as this
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month so that work can begin
this year.

“We're also working against
Mother Nature at this time of
year,” Faas said. ‘

Due to an economic storm
that has pummeled Michigan,
local officials said it’s impor-
tant not only to strive to
attract new businesses, but to
retain those already here, such
as Sysco.

“What’s important right
now is to keep what you
have,” township Supervisor
Phil LaJoy said. “They are a
big company and they could
have chosen to leave, but they
didn’t. That's extremely sig-
nificant and very important
for our community.”

Sysco has 170 locations and
400,000 customers in North
America, according to its Web
site, and its corporate head-
quarters is in Houston.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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While you are at work, or out of fown, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend and companion.
Look in on them on our doggie web-cams!
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Dog Day Care
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