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Canton Police officers gather

evidence from the Dodge Charger
belonging to Edward Williams.

‘Devastated’

The family of Edward Williams,
the 36-year-old Canton resident
who police say shot his wife four
times then turned the gun on him-
selfin an apparent murder-suicide
Tuesday at the Canton Library
has offered its prayers to the vic-
tim, Williams’ 33-year-old wife,
Patricia.”

“The family of Edward Williams
is devastated by this horrible
tragedy, and we offer our heart-
felt condolences to the family of
Patricia Williams,” the family said
in a statement. “We loved Patricia
and Edward, and are stunned and
deeply saddened by this most tragic
turn of events.”

“The shooting took place shortly
after 9 a.m. Tuesday in the library
parking lot. Police say witnesses
told them Patricia Williams was on
her way to the police department
Tuesday morning, but wound up
meeting her husband in the library
parking lot, where witnesses say she
was shot while running away from
him.

Both Williamses were members
of the Detroit Police Department.
Canton Police had responded to
their Wall Street residence on a
domestic dispute call just days
before the shooting,

ashing worls

Wayne County health officials
are reiterating the point they made
at a press conference at Discovery
Middle School in Canton last week:
Washing your hands properly does
help fight the spread of the HIN1 flu
(and other communicable) diseases.

Officials kicked off their
“Wash Your Hands” campaign
at Discovery, with the emphasis
on proper techniques for wash-
ing hands. The resulting publicity
prompted several inquiries into
whether washing hands actually
helps fight HINY, an airborne virus.

“It’s true flu viruses can be trans-
mitted through the air ... but one of
the biggest risks is if we don’t have a
comprehensive protection plan that
includes cough etiquette, sneeze
etiquette and washing your hands,”
said Candice Jemison, manager
for disease control, Wayne County
Department of Public Health.

For more information, call the
county health department, (734)
727-7000.“Coughing in what I
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District hits fed

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools administrators can often be
heard touting the academic achieve-
ments of their students.

With the results of their prog-
ress under the federal adequate
yearly progress requirements and the
Michigan Education Yes! initiative,
they’ve been doing quite a lot of tout-
ing lately.

Plymouth-Canton schools achieved .

AYP? last year, with 22 of the district’s
25 schools hitting the mark. The

same 22 schools — all 16 elemen-
taries, all five middle schools and
Plymouth High School — all got an
“A” on the state report card under the
Education Yes! requirements.

“Last year, not all of our elemen-
taries got at ‘A,” said Mike Bender,
the district’s director of secondary
education. “It’s a tremendous effort
on the part of our students and our
teachers.”

The three schools that didn’t make
AYP were Canton and Salem high
schools, along with Starkweather,
the district’s alternative education
center. According to Bender, Canton

ral, state marks

High School missed because its spe-

cial-needs subgroup didn’t meet pro-

ficiency requirements on the math

portion of the Michigan Merit Exam.

Salem High School missed because
its African-American subgroup
scores fell short on the reading por-
tion of the same test.

Bender pointed out both Salem
and Canton scored well enough on
the School Report Card to gain an
“A,” but the failure to make AYP
dropped those marks back to a “B.”

Fewer than 10 alternative edu-
cation students completed the
Michigan Merit Exam, Bender said,

so “there wasn’t enough data to
attain a grade” under Education Yes!

All the other academic data —
overall MME scores, MEAP scores,
ACT results, etc. — were well above
state — and, in the case of the ACT,
national — averages.

“We have a lot to be proud of in
terms of our scores,” Bender told
school board members at their
Tuesday meeting. “The ACT is a great
indicator of college preparedness,
and we're proud our scores continue
to stay strong.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899
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Crowning
moment

Plymouth High
School crowned
Nikki Finch and
Jake Zawaski their
2009 Homecoming
Queen and King

at Friday night's
football game
against Livonia
Churchill. The
halftime event
capped off
Homecoming Week
for the Wildcats.
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Shane Fritz of Common Ground Ministries hopes the new “Cantonopoly” game will
foster closer ties among faith-based groups, township government and the local

business community.

Board game designed to foster closer

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

"Cantonopoly, a new board game
allowing players to indulge in make-
believe capitalism while actually
supporting their local community,
could be on the market in time for
Christmas. ”

Common Ground Ministries, a
Canton-based nonprofit organization,
is creating a $25 version of America’s
favorite real estate game in hopes of

fostering closer ties among faith-based

groups, township government and the
local business community.

Players can roll the dice, buy a
property, draw a fate-deciding card
or — for the unlucky ones — land in
court after getting nabbed by police .
for driving too fast.

Shane Fritz, a Common Ground
board of directors member and pastor
of Charisma Life Church on Morton
Taylor south of Joy, touts Cantonopoly

as an entertaining way to raise real

money to support worthwhile projects.

“We love Canton, and we love its
people,” he said, sitting with his
mother, Norene, a Common Ground
member, inside a small, church-based
office. “We want to help Canton
become even better.”

Common Ground’s stated purpose
is to unite people of diverse religious
denominations, cultures, ethnic

groups, races, nationalities and socio-

economic levels to become more
involved in their community. Norene
Fritz called Cantonopoly the first
major fund-raiser by the organization.
Game organizers hope to work with
government officials, community
leaders and the Canton Chamber of
Commerce to support goals such as:
o Providing money for cash-
strapped faith-based organizations
to participate in programs such as

Please see GAME, A2
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dilapidated porches, broken
windows, deteriorated sheds,
piled~up junk and damaged
roofing materials, but Canton
police Sgt. Dave Schreiner said
most residents and property
managers have cooperated to fix
the problems.

“The majority of the residents
we've spoken with are glad
to see safety violations being
addressed in their neighbor-

Michigan Avenue and Haggerty;
and two others mobile home
parks, Wagon Wheel and
College Park, on Mott Road.

Schreiner said inspections still
are pending at four other mobile
home parks.

Canton police issued a state-
ment this month noting that a
recent inspection of Sherwood
Village found violations on 140
out of 387 lots — but Schreiner

property managers for being
“extremely helpful” in tackling
problems without any tickets
being issued to force them into
action.

Canton Fire Chief Michael
Rorabacher said he believes
efforts to clean up properties
have led to fewer fires, although
he acknowledged no statistics
have been compiled.

“I think there is a side benefit
of this inspection program —
that we're probably not as busy
in the mobile home parks as we
used to be,” he said. “I believe
the inspection program plays a
significant role in that.”

After inspections are done,
residents and property owners
are given time to correct prob-
lems before tickets are issued.

Please see BLIGHT, A2

New spinal

decompression
therapy! Alleviate back
pain without surgery.
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assist where they are needed.

G AM E The fact that they’re reaching Bll G “T
out to get people to make a

FROM PAGE A1 positive difference is certainly FROM PAGE At
good for the community.” -

Leadership Canton, which To achieve its goals, Anyone who refuses to address

sponsors projects to prepare
youths and adults for leader-
ship roles.

» Sponsoring joint ventures
between the chamber and
faith-based groups.

» Supporting projects iden-
tified by township leaders to
benefit the community.

» Creating scholarships to
send Canton youths to work
alongside a mission operating
in Honduras.

¢ Partnering with the local

Common Ground needs
support, and that’s where
Cantonopoly comes in.
. Local businesses, nonprof-
its, community organizations
and others can shell out $250
to $750 and be featured on
game board spaces — a way
to advertise everything from
a company’s name to a logo,
graphic, e-mail address and
telephone number.

“It’s a way to get the busi-
nesses on the (game) board so

issues could ultimately be
taken to district court and
forced into action.

Most problems fall on
residents to fix, Schreiner
said, although others are the
responsibility of property
managers.

“If there’s a situation where
there’s an empty lot and there’s
an electrical post coming out

~of the ground that has exposed

wires, that would be the park’s
responsibility,” he said.

court system to have com- others can see who they are,” Local officials say Canton
munity service workers assist ~ Norene Fritz said. was the first community in
nonprofits. They also can pay as much Michigan to implement the

¢ Allowing Common Ground
to increase its staff and
expand the scope of its com-
munity efforts.

Township Superwsor Phil
LaJoy said it’s important for

all segments of the commu-
nltv nanma"v ﬂLrlnu' fgugb
economic times, to work
together to achieve goals.

“It’s all about people coming
together to help one another,”
he said. “This is an effort on
their part to reach out and get

folks to come together and

as $500 to appear on game
currency or as little as $50
for a two-line listing in the
middle of the board. Even
families and individuals can
get involved.

Slots are being sold on a
first-come, first-served basig,
and Common Ground is try-
ing to beat an Oct. 9 dead-
line set by the game’s maker,
Pride Distributors Inc. of
Farmington Hills, to have
the game ready for sale in
December. Otherwise, the sale

Shane Fritz of Common Gri

date could be pushed back to

February.

Organizers have asked
township officials to choose
local photos to appear on the
outside of the Cantonopoly

ound Ministries is developing a “Cantonepoly’
box. Common Ground also
needs retailers to sell the
game, and Shane Fritz said
“our target is to sell 1,000
games.”

For more information, call
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game to raise maney for nonprofits.

Shane Fritz at (734) 812-2798,
Norene Fritz at (734) 812-
4059 or go online to cgminis-
tries.org.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

type of program that is now in
place, and Schreiner said the
plan was embraced by the state
Attorney General’s Office and
the Michigan Mobile Home
Park Commission. Ultimately,
though, the program is meant
to benefit residents,

“We are proud to be directly
involved in providing an
increased quality of life for
residents in our mobile home
parks,” Schreiner said.

dclem@®hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

How To Change Your Life In September

L(@ C@@@)& B@&H

Chocolatier & Coffee House
50166 Cherry Hill Rd. ¢ Canton, MI
Located in Cantow’s historic Cherry Hill Village area

734.340.5865 |
Serving the finest Fair Trade Oprganic, lccaﬂy roasted

coffee, lattes, cappuccinos ... Hot, over ice, or blended

Call your Farm Bureau Insurance agent
to update your life insurance...
and change your life for the better.
More security, more protection,
more peace of mind.
September is

Life Insurance
Awareness Month.

We are open at

: 6 a.m. M-F
We make our own brand . B Larry G.
of chocolate in house 3 c
Johnson

Now featuring the best old Ghery FiTG
fashioned ice cream made CSA, LUTCF Michioans |

by the Calder Dairy in visit us at ichigan’s

Carleton, Michigan www.lecocoabean.com 9369 Haggerty Rd. -
’ Plymouth
Hours: Mon-Wed 6am to 6pm, Thu-Fri 6am to 7:30pm, Sat 8am to 7:30pm, Sun 10am to 4pm

FARM BUREAU MUTUAL - FARM BUREA
www.Larry.Johnson(@1bins

734-207-0988

OE08671027

Largest Liquor Retailer in Mlchlgan
"We have lowest state minimum liquor prlces every day!

Featurmy thousands of wines, liquors, and beers.
Over 1,000 brands of beer! |

S

meneay | Buy 5 Lotto Tickets
and get one

LOTTERY .‘
' Expires October 15, 2009 ¢ Must present coupon ™

Over 1,500 types of
IMPORTED BEERS

22/40 0z. 1 7% 0" |

Expires October 15, 2009
All cases of 24 cans of Beer

Onlys15u99

Expires October 15, 2009

FINEST CIGARS

from around the world

1% off

Through October 15, 2009

Every Bottle of

WINE &
CHAMPAGNE

17% off

Expi_res October 15, 2009

FORD ROAD .

Lifetime
Fitness

HAGGERTY ROAD

| 1634 Haggerty Road (In front of Llfet|me Fltné.ss) o canfbh, M 48187

Open Mon.-Thurs. 9am-11pm 734—844-1 566

CHERRY HILL RD.

Fri.-Sat. 9am-Midnight; Sun. Noon-8pm
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