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Footballs for
Cancer

The Canton High School
Chiefettes Pom Pon Team is par-
ticipating in the football drop
fund-raiser “Footballs for Cancer.”

Residents can support the
Chiefettes and help fight cancer
by purchasing a pink football for
$10. Numbers will be assigned to
each football and the balls will be
dropped by helicopter at halftime
during the Canton Chiefs football
game Oct. 23. ‘

The ball closest to the center of
the field wins $500. Some $1,000
of the proceeds will be donated to
the Walk for Cancer campaign.

Footballs will be for sale at
upcoming Canton home games
Oct. 2 and Oct. 16, or they can be
bought by mail by sending checks
made out to PCCS Athletics, c/o
Sue Heinzman, Athletic Director,
Salem High School, 46181 Joy Rd.,
Canton, M1 48187.

For more information, call Joanne
Kokoszka at (734) 453-5233.

McCotter hours
"The staff of Congressman
Thaddeus McCotter (Michigan
District 11) will hold office hours
in several locations. This time
is set aside so that the citizens
served by the congressman have’
the opportunity to speak with
a staff member for assistance
regarding any federal issue that
they might have.
McCotter’s staff will be avail-
able 9-10 a.m. Thursday, Oct.
1, at the Canton Summit Senior
Center, and 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the
Plymouth District Library.
MecCotter has two offices in the
district to serve his constituents.
The Livonia office can be reached
by calling (734) 632-0314 or the
Milford office is available at (248)
685-9495.

‘Pay'ing off

Plymouth—Canton S new
PaySchools on-line bill payment
program appears to be working.

Through this week, more than
$60,000 in fees have been paid by
parents using the district’s on-line
service, which allows parents to
pay for lunch accounts, sports fees
and other fees using a secure, on-
line account.

Some 276 families have paid more
than $36,000 for food services,
an option open only to high school
and middle school students at the
moment. James Larson-Shidler,
the district’s finance chief, said he
expects that total to rise when the
option is extended to elementary
school students later this year.

“People have been very recep-
tive,” Larson-Shidler told school
board members Tuesday. “it’s
working very well.”
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Canton Police sift through evidence feund in Edward Witliams' car in the Canton Public Library parking lot. Police say Williams
shot his wife before turning the qun on himself.

Questions still unanswered

in library murder-suicide

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Rodney Spencer expected
aroutine day Tuesday when
he drove to the Canton Public
Library, where he parks his car
and goes for scenic walks in near-
by Heritage Park,

Instead, he found a parking
lot swarmed by police officers,
cordoned off by yellow crime-
scene tape and emptied of library
patrons after authorities say
Detroit police homicide investiga-
tor Edward Gordon Williams II
gunned down his wife, Detroit
police officer Patricia Catherine
Williams, before shooting himself
outside Michigan’s busiest single-
branch library.

“This is terrible. It’s just crazy,”
said Spencer, who lives near the
library. “I came out here to walk
and I see this. Canton is a great
place to live, and this is a sad day.”

The bodies had been removed
before Spencer arrived, but a
puddle of blood hadn't yet been
washed away by firefighters on
the spot where Edward Williams,
36, shot his 33-year-old wife four
times, including once in the head,
with a .38-caliber snub-nose
revolver he then turned to his
own head.

The couple, Canton residents,
had a troubled past, and town-
ship police had gone to their Wall
Street home Sunday after an
anonymous caller reported a pos-
sible domestic incident. Officers
found no one at the residence

THE TIMELINE

Police investigation into recent contacts between the
Canton Police Department and Edward and Patricia Williams:
» Sept. 19,12:30 a.m. - Patricia Williams came into the
Canton Police Department to report an assauft complaint,
but refused to file a formial complaint; nor would she pro-

vide her or her husband's name.

+ Sept. 20, 9:30 a.m. - An anonymous caller reported a pos-
sible domestic situation in the 3500 block of Wall Street.
Police responded to the location and found no one inside
the residence; but officers did find a handwritten note by
Williams, which prompted them to enter Edward into LEIN
(statewide law enforcement computer system) as an endan-
gered missing person. Canton police contacted Detroit
Police and advised them of the situation.

+ Sept. 20, 6:30 p.m. - Canton Police Department received a
call from a Detroit Police Department command officer who
stated they have had contact with Edward and that he is all

right.

P. Williams

Williams

- Sept. 22, 8:57 a.m. - Canton Police Department received a call from an
acquaintance of Patricia’s stating she was on the way to Canton Police
Department to meet Edward in the lobby for a conversation,

« Sept. 22, 9:16 a.m. - Canton's 9-1-1 received several calls stating shots were
fired in the parking lot of the Canton Public Library. First respondmg off;cers

were on scene at 9:17 a.m.

when they arrived.

Canton police Sgt. Mark
Gajeski confirmed Patricia
Williams had a boyfriend who
became worried and called
authorities Tuesday morning, say-
ing the Williamses were supposed
to meet at the police department
on Canton Center Road. They
never made it there.

Police aren’t sure why the cou-
ple ended up parking next door at

the library — Edward Williams
in his Dodge Charger, Patricia

‘Williams in her BMW — before

she was shot around 9:16 a.m.
as she ran in the direction of the
police station. Several witnesses
told investigators they had seen
the couple sitting and talking in
a park area near the library just
prior to the shootings.

Please see MURDER, A4 -
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BY DARRELL CLEM -
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After fighting tirelessly to block residential
development on eight acres of natural land in their
neighborhood, Canton residents Lori and Brian
Levi found a way to put the grueling matter to

They plunked down $200,000 and bought the
land that, this fall, will be transformed into a
wetlands mitigation site sought by Lowe’s Home
Improvement after the company built its Canton

“It’s going to be a forested wetland,” Lori Levi,
a 42-vear-old small business owner, said, smiling
as she sat at the dining room table of her home on
Morningside, southwest of Hanford and Canton
Center Road.

Never again, she said, will she, her husband and
their neighbors have to worry that they will look
from their back yards and see a sprawling devel-
opment. Instead, they will have their own slice of
protected paradise.

A contractor, Preiss Outdoor Service & Supply
Co., has spent the last few weeks chipping up and

Canton couple transforms site for wetlands

Trying to cope

Economy forces workers
to look for a new plan

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With an unemployment rate above 15
percent, tens of thousands of Michigan
workers are finding themselves losing their
jobs, losing their homes — losing every-
thing they've worked for.

The state’s economic downturn has
affected workers at every level. Longtime
employees and first-job staffers, fast-food
workers and corporate chiefs all have felt
the sting of the pink slip.

And they all have one thing in common:
The need to deal with it

TO DESPAIR AND BACK

Tina Barbee of Canton never thought
she’d be in such a position. For five years,
she had a good union job at Alvan Motor
Freight, a job she liked, that paid her well
and provided for the single mom and the
two of her three sons living at home.

Then the unthinkable happened: Alvan
laid her off (and later went out of business
altogether, according to Barbee).

“It was a great job with great pay and
benefits,” Barbee said. “When you realize
you have two kids (at home), you wonder
how you're going to provide for them, and
you get desperate. That desperation helps
you find a courage you didn’t know you
had”

So there was Barbee, in the Westland
house she’d purchased from the settlement
she got in her 2004 divorce, with sons Alex
(now 12) and Joseph (now 9) (she also has a
third son, Greg, 21), wondering what would
happen next.

Then it got worse: Barbee also lost the
house to foreclosure in 2008.

“There were times if it weren’t for the
kids, I may have given up and said, ‘Forget
about it,” she added. “They’re always a
blessing. But in that situation, they cer-
tainly gave me more strength than I could
have found on my own.”

While collecting unemployment, Barbee
pulled herself together and started job-
hunting. She figures she sent out some 200
resumes without getting a bite. Then, she
was hired to do some temp work for JW.
Cole & Sons in Detroit.

The temp job eventually grew into a full-
time job.

Please see COPE, A2

Tina Barbee of Canton, here on a trip with sons
Joseph and Alex, lost her job and home before
rebounding.
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Lori and Brian Levi, with daughters Brietfa, 3, and Porscha, 8,
created a wetlands mitigation site behind their Canton home.

removing cottonwoods, European buckthorns,
diseased ash trees, dead and living American elms
and, as Lori Levi put it, “a lot of poison ivy.”

Any day now, Preiss will begin planting some
600 trees, including red maples, sycamores, silver

Please see WETLANDS, A2
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copE through all that paﬁerWork
and effort, Powell said losing

FROM PAGE Af “my first real job” was “devas-
tating.”

“It was such a relief,” she
said of finally finding a job.
“It’s a long way to go, but I
didn’t care. I had a job. I was
going to have a paycheck.”

Barbee obviously knew she
wasn't the only one, though
sometimes it felt like it. Her
mother, Christine, who lives
in Taylor and works at Meijer,
told her plenty of people carry-
ing bachelor’s degrees came in
seeking work.

“That’s insane that you have
a college degree and you're
looking for work as a cashier
at Meijer,” she said. “T guess
it’s not that far-fetched in
Michigan.”

When Barbee lost her house,
she was lucky enough to have
a friend who allowed her to
move in while she saved’some
money and got back on her
feet. She’s got a new apart-
ment in Canton, at Geddes
and Morton Taylor, and she’s
working on a degree in applied
science through Baker College,
studying to be a physical
therapist.

“I was afraid to go back to
school,” she said. “I was 46
years old. The fear of going
back to school was overridden
by my fear of remaining unem-
ployable the rest of my life.”

GOV'T GIG GONE -

Kurt Heise of Plymouth
Township was appointed
head of the Wayne County
Department of Environment
by County Executive Robert
Ficano, and he held the job for
more than six years.

But as the county’s own bud-
get crunch closed in on Ficano,
the rumors started swirling

Lisa Powell of Canton holds Denier, a resident of the Midwest Rabbit Rescue
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in Plymouth. Powell, who began working for the shelter after losing her job
as a corporate attorney, volunteers 2-3 hours a day.

that the exec would reconnect
the Department of Energy
with the Department of Public
Services — and that Heise
would be out of a job.

“You knew there were going
to be major (budget) cuts ...
(Ficano) was up front about
it,” said Heise, an attorney for
more than 18 years. “It made
sense to bring those groups
back together. It's something
you have to accept as part of
the job.”

So the layoff didn’t exactly
catch Heise by surprise. In
fact, he said, he’d been plan-
ning to leave in 2010 anyway,
and had been honest with
county leaders about it.

When he left the county, he
said, he “started calling attor-
neys I knew,” looking for work.

He landed fairly quickly
at the Plymouth firm of

Hemming Polaczyk & Cronin,
where he knew and had
worked with partner Tim
Cronin, whose clients include
Plymouth Township, for years.
Since he’s been there, Heise
said, he’s brought in business
such as environmental work
for the city of Allen Park.

In addition to his work
for the firm, Heise has been
retained by Wayne County to
represent them in environ-
mental law matters, and is also
working as a consultant with
Public Sector Consultants in
Lansing.

“It’s a very good transition ...
the partners have been easy to
work with,” Heise said. “It’s a
good fit for all of us.”

The fact Heise had a fall-
back plan didn’t make the
loss of his job and the result-
ing uncertainty — regardless

Kurt Heise lost his job as head of the‘Wayne County Department of
Environment, then surfaced at a Plymouth law firm.

how short-lived — any easier.
It was an adjustment for his
wife, Catherine, and their
daughters, 12-year-old Katie
and 10-year-old Claire.

“There are adjustments
that have to take place,” Heise
said. “You have to watch your
pennies a little more. I had
to break the news to the kids,
who were seeing friends whose
families were facing a job
loss and foreclosure. It was a
shock.”

While Heise feels fortunate
to have found work, he knows
there are many people who
suffered the same job loss who
have yet to recover.

“I feel bad for the employees,
especially the ones who don’t
have a fall-back position,” he
said. “They’re going to be out
there, looking for jobs.”

BUNNY HOP

‘When a California company
announced it was buying the
software and data company for
which Lisa Powell worked late
in 2007, the new owners said
the management of the com-
pany would be left in place.

A few weeks later, Powell,
the company’s corporate attor-
ney, was looking for work.

“The investors told us they
weren’t going to cut anybody,
they were going to let us keep
running as we were,” said
Powell, a Canton resident who
lost her job for good in April
2008. “They took a pretty
good cut out of upper manage-
ment.”

The new owners let compa-
ny staffers do most of the due
diligence it takes to prepare
for a public company buying a
private company. After toiling

“It sucked,” she said. “You
go through a period of kind of
blaming yourself — ‘Was I not
working hard enough, am I
not cut out to be a lawyer?’ You
go through a lot of emotional
turmoil.”

The “What do I do now?”
phase came next for Powell,
who figures she has applied
for hundreds of jobs ranging
from retailers such as Kohl’s
and Target to law firms who
wanted much more experience
than Powell, who passed the
bar in November 2005, had.

“I spend several hours a day
looking for jobs and trying to
network with the right people,”
said Powell. “I've gotten into
community work.”

Her community work largely
involves becoming an uber-
volunteer for the Midwest
Rabbit Rescue shelter in
Plymouth, at which she volun-
teers two-three hours nearly
every day. It's a cause her hus-
band found for her when she
lost her job.

“I needed a project, so I
jumped in headfirst,” Powell
said. “T also do some other
community work that is more
legal-related.”

Mostly, though, she contem-
plates her plight as she looks
for a job. To complicate mat-
ters, her husband, Anthony
Barchock, recently lost his
computer-aided design job at
Tata Industries in Novi.

It’s very frustrating,” she said.
“It’s always on my mind, always
something I'm worried about.
Where are we going to get the
money to pay the next bill?”

bkadrich®hometownlife.com | (313} 222-8899

WETLANDS

FROM PAGE A1

maples, pin oaks and swamp
white oaks, dozens of shrubs
such as American elderberry,
hawthorn and dogwood and

a forested seed mix for native
herbs and grasses.

“By mid-October, we're hop-

ing to have this nailed,” said

Peter G. Collins, vice presi-
dent of Brighton-based ASTI
Environmental, a firm hired
by Lowe’s to coordinate and
design the project.

In all, the project required
five environmental and
construction permits from
the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality,
Wayne County and Canton
Township. Although the Levis
still own the property, they
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have transferred certain rights
to MDEQ, and the land will
remain protected by a conser-
vation easement because it is
located near Fellows Creek,
Collins said.

The Levis — parents of
daughters Porscha, 8, and
Brietta, 3 — fought several
battles with help from their
neighbors to block hous-
ing that developers wanted
to build on the land in the
1990s. Lori Levi said she’s
not anti-development, but
didn’t believe the proposals
fit in with the neighborhood.
She and others raised every
issue they could find, such as
concerns about flooding from
Fellows Creek and proposed
zoning changes.

Around 2001, the Levis
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decided to buy the land, and
they have since worked with
Collins to provide a wetlands
mitigation site for Lowe’s,
which is spending no less than
$800,000 on the project.

“I just feel relieved that we
won't have to deal with this
issue again,” Lori Levi said.
“We wanted to do something
to benefit the environment.”

Jeff Goulet, Canton
Township community plan-
ner, said the property will
now have native vegetation to
replace what was once “over-
grown with invasive species.”
He also said the land had
limited potential due to the
floodplain.

“This should benefit the eco-
logical viability of the prop-
erty,” Goulet said. “I think it’s
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Peter Coflins, vice president of ASTI Environmental, designed the wetfand.

a benefit for everybody I think
anytime you can improve land
that has limited use to begin
with, it’s a good thing.”

The Levis conceded they
earlier encountered con-
cerns from some neighbors
who became worried that
the property was going to be
cleared out. But they met with
residents to explain the long-
term benefits and to ease their
fears.

“I think it’s the best thing
ever proposed there,” their
next-door neighbor, Norman
Dmuchowski said, adding that
he “completely, 100 percent”
supports the project.

The contractor cleared and
leveled the land recently by
using a temporary crossing
— made of steel beams and
massive timbers — and driv-
ing in equipment from Canton
Center Road. Although new
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trees and vegetation will be
planted, workers will not be
adding water to the property,
Collins said. :

Brian Levi, a 4«1—year-old
Ford Motor Co. employee who
has two sons of his own —
Jeffrey, 18, and Jeremy, 17 —
said the long battle has finally
paid off. In coming weeks, the
Levis plan to have a ribbon-
cutting ceremony of sorts to .
show off the new wetlands,
once the work is finished. They
plan to invite local, county and
state officials, along with their
neighbors.

“I really appreciate what
they’re doing,” Dmuchowski
said, adding that the Levis
deserve kudos for buying the
property and converting it into
an even better natural area for
the neighborhood.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238
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Ride with Rotary

The Rotary Club of Plymouth
AM.,, in partnership with the
Huron Township Rotary Club,

is holding a Harley-Davidson
Bike Raffle and charitable event
during the 14th annual Great
Lakes Chili Cook-Offin Plymouth.

First prize is a 2009 Harley-
Davidson Ultra Classic
Motorcycle and custom trailer;
second prize is $2,000; third
prize is $1,000.

Raffle tickets will be sold by
the Rotary Club of Plymouth
AM. during the Chili Cook-off
and can be purchased atthe
Club’s Booth (on the west side
of Kellogg Park) between 11
a.m. and 3 p.m. Tickets sell for
$5, or five tickets for $20.

The drawing will be held at the
Huron Township Applefest in New
Boston at 6 p.m. Oct. 4. Winner
need not be present at drawing,

Proceeds from the ticket
sales will help support Rotary’s
charitable efforts in local and
international communities.
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. ltems will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.
com

Euchre night

The Plymouth Canton
Kiwanis Breakfast Club hosts
a euchre tournament Saturday,
Sept. 26, at the Summit on the
Park’s Maple/Oak Room.

Registration starts at 7 p.m.,
with the games beginning at
7:30 p.m. The event will fea-
ture lots of prizes with a cash
bar and food for purchase.

The Summit is located at
46000 Summit Parkway in
Canton. Register to play by
calling Debby at (734) 282-
2340 or dtorzy@hotmail.com

Antique appraisals

The Canton Historical
Society hosts its annual
Dumochelle Antique Appraisal
Clinic 10 a.m. to 5§ p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 3, at the Cherry
Hill School {corner of Cheiry
Hill and Ridge in Canton’s
Cherry Hill Village).

Appraisals by appointment
only, limited to three hand-
carried items. Cost is $10 for
each verbal appraisal, $15 for
each written appraisal.

To make an appointment
please call (734) 254-0726. All
proceeds benefit the Canton
Historical Society.

Vegan diet

The health benefits of the
vegan diet will be the subject
of a program held Oct. 20 at
7 p.m. at the Canton Public

Library.

Gaia Kile, a Family Nurse
Practitioner working with nat-
ural and holistic approaches
to health and disease, is the
featured speaker. His talk will
address the science behind
some of the benefits and key
factors for success through
vegan nutrition. October is
Vegetarian Awareness month.

To register for this free pro-
gram, visit www.cantonpl.org
or call (734) 397-0999.

Ghandi celebration

The Gandhi Jayanti
Celebration will be held on
Friday, Oct. 2 at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill. Doors
for this free family event will
open at 6:30 p.m., with the
performance starting at 7 p.m.
The show is presented by the
Canton Cultural Commission
Multicultural Committee in
conjunction with the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill, located
at 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Canton.

The presentation honors the
life and legacy of Mahatma
Ghandi by celebrating the
values that he lived every day.
“In a gentle way, you can shake
the world,” said Mahatma
Ghandhi. Dr. Madav
Deshpande, a professor of
Sanskrit and Hinduism at the
University of Michigan since
1972, will echo those words as
the evening’s keynote speaker.
Canton Trustee Dr. Syed Taj
will provide the programs
welcome and introduction to
a night of songs, skits, dances,
displays and speakers.

For more information

Backpack donation

At its first meeting in September, the Canton Rotary Club celebrated its
10th anniversary of backpack and school supply donations to the Plymouth
Canton Clothing Bank. Special guest for the day was Dorothy, a volunteer
from the Clothing Bank. The Plymouth Canton Clothing Bank was founded by
former teacher Flossie Tonda in 1977 to collect gently used and new ciothing
to help disadvantaged students in the community fit in with their peers in
the school environment. In 2007 this organization helped 478 families, and
so far this school year has helped 64 families in only 4 days. The Canfon
Rotary Club has been collecting and donating backpacks and school supplies
to the Clothing Bank since September 2000. Pictured with the club's 2009
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J.D. Robison, Ansel Dooley, Karyl Niemi, President Bill Tesen, Volunteer
Dorothy from the Clothing Bank, Ken Beardsley, Larry Cldford, John
Kowalski, Roland Leist, Bill Brown, and Joan Noricks.

on The Gandhi Jayanti
Celebration, other upcom-
ing cultural events and

all of the performances at
the Village Theater, visit
Cantonvillagetheater.org or
call (734) 394-5308.

Speech Craft Workshop

Is fear in the way of your
success? Are you afraid to
stand up and speak in front of
others? If you are, you're not
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alone. According to The Book
of Lists, speaking in public
is the number one fear held
by most people. But you can
conguer that fear, painlessly
and enjoyably, by attending a
Speech Craft program.

Hosted by Canton
Toastmasters, the Speech
Craft Workshops are 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Mondays from Sept.
28-Nov. 16 at the Canton
Coney Island, 8533 N. Lilley
in Canton. Cost is $10 for eight
sessions. -

Speech Craft is a program

to develop your public speak-
ing abilities. It’s not done in

a classroom, and you don’t
receive a grade. Experienced
Toastmasters present the
fundamentals of public speak-
ing in a relaxed and enjoy-
able atmosphere. Through
participation you will become
an experienced and poised

. speaker.

Speech Craft will help you
communicate more effec-
tively at work and at home.
Speech Craft will improve

performance in meetingthe . .

public, conducting business
meetings, motivating people,
interviewing for jobs, selling
ideas or products and solving
problems. ,

For more information, call
Joy Rooke (734-748-2359) or
Bonnie Hilberer (734-646-
2237).

Call for crafters

The Delta Kappa Gamma
Education Society hosts its
annual juried, handmade-
only Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at West
Middle School in Plymouth.

The event will feature some
1,500 customers, food and
drawings.

Hand-made and juried
art and crafts will be sold
from 9 am until 4 p.m. on
Saturday, October 17 at West
Middle School. The Delta
Kappa Gamma Educational
Society sponsors this show
and uses all of the proceeds
to provide college scholar-
ships for Plymouth Canton
students.

Call Sandy Downs at (734)
34.0-4229 or e-mail Judy
Stone at JBSTONE716@
COMCAST.NET

McCotter hours

The staff of Congressman
Thaddeus McCotter
(Michigan District 11) will
hold office hours in several
locations. This time is set
aside so that the citizens
served by the congressman
have the opportunity to speak
with a staff member for assis-
tance regarding any federal
issue that they might have.
This is not a POLITCAL venue
and no discussions of a politi-
cal nature will be expected.

MecCotter’s staff will be
available 9-10 a.m. Thursday,
Oct. 1, at the Canton Summit
Senior Center, and 12:30-1:30

" p.n. at the Plymouth District

Library.

McCotter has two offices in
the district to serve his con-
stituents. The Livonia office
can be reached by calling (734)

.632-0314 or the Milford office

is available at (24:8) 685-94.95.
Mom2Mom sale

The Plymouth Canton
Mothers of Multiples host
their semi-annual Mom-to-
Mom sale Saturday, Sept. 26
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at
West Middle School, 44401
Ann Arbor Trail, at Sheldon

‘Road, in Plymouth.

Admission is $1, cash only,
strollers are welcome after
10 a.m. This is a department
store style sale with boys and
girls fall and winter clothing,
ranging in size from newborn
up to size 10 along with toys,
baby gear, strollers and mater-
nity clothes.

Contact pcmoms@
hotmail.com” target=_
blank>pemoms@hotmail.com
with any questions.
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 Ashford Court
Senior Community

Invites You and Your
Friends To Join Us On

Tuesday, September 29th
1lam to 2pm

FREE
LUNCH & LEARN

Receive a gift bag and helpful
information from various health &
wellness professionals, while enjoying

. the hospitality of Ashford Court.

A buffet lunch will be served

from 11:30 to 1pm.
Tour our community, visit
the vendors and have lunch
with friends at your leisure.

1 RSVP by Friday, September 25

_ 134-451-1155

Y W R

We have evorything but VOU/ |

CALL TODAY

734-451-1155
And Join Us For Lunch
and A Personal Tour

37501 Joy Road
Westland, MI 48185 e

www.ashfordcourtwestland.com

Available in sefect markets. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of publication date. Offer may be withdrawn or changed without notice and cannot be combined with another CD offer. Personal accounts/select markets. $1,000,000 maximum. Penaty for early withdrawal. Charter One is RBS Citizens, N.A.
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Canton police officers search the car belonging to Edward Wilfiams in the Canton Public Library parking lot, where Canton police say Williams shot his wife,
Patricia, then turned the gun on himself.

Charity soccer game aids
domestic violence shelters

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton and Detroit police
officers will play a charity soc-
cer match to raise money for
shelters that help victims of
domestic and sexual violence
— shelters feeling the pinch of
an economic downturn.

The game, scheduled for 1
p-m. Saturday, Oct. 10, at the
High Velocity Sports Center
on Michigan Avenue west of
Canton Center Road, will ben-
efit First Step, which serves
western Wayne County, and
the YWCA of Metropolitan
Detroit’s Interim House.

Admission is $5 at the door,
or Canton police Sgt. Mark
Gajeski said he may be con-
tacted for ticket information at
(734) 394-5424 or by e-mail at
mgajeski@canton-mi.org

with less revenue to help orga-
nizations relying on financial
assistance.

Canton and Detroit police
will square off during a soc-
cer game featuring Detroit
Ignition players participating
as coaches and referees, and
the team’s cheerleaders, The
Sparks, also will be on hand,
according to police.

The afternoon will include
photos with Ignition soccer
players, face-painting, chil-
dren’s play areas and prizes.

“It’s an opportunity for
the city and suburbs to work
together for a good cause
— domestic violence shelters,”
Gajeski said.

Bizoe and Gajeski said
economic problems also have
made it more difficult for vie-
tims of domestic and sexual
violence to find jobs and other
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Patricia Williams was the
mother of a 10-year-old son
from a previous marriage to a
Westland police officer.

“This is tragic,” Canton
Public Safety Director John
Santomauro said Tuesday,
on a warm, humid day as the
last hours of summer ticked
away. “These situations are
always very tragic, but it hits
home even more when it’s law
enforcement personnel.”

Gajeski said he didn't know
whether Edward Williams
knew his wife had a boyfriend
or whether jealousy could have
played a role in the shootings.

During a Canton Township
Board of Trustees meet-
ing Tuesday night, township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy lament-
ed what he called “a very tragic
day,” but praised local police

FORD ROAD:

HAGGERTY ROAD |
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and fire emergency medical
personnel for responding to 9-
1-1 calls “literally in a minute.”

The grisly shooting incident
served as a sobering reminder
that Canton isn’t immune
to violence, even though the
township earlier this month
was cited by the FBI for hav-
ing the third-lowest crime
rate among 16 communities
with populations of 50,000-
100,000 people in a three-
county metro Detroit area.

No one else was injured
Tuesday as gunfire erupted
while library patrons went to
and from one of the township’s
busiest buildings. The shoot-
ings closed the facility for the
day, although people could
be seen returning books and
other materials in a dropoff
box.

Laurie Golden, library mar-
keting and communications
manager, said a crisis counsel-
or was brought in Wednesday

to help employees and patrons.

FINEST CIGARS

from around the world

She said patrons typically line
up outside the library before

it opens, and Tuesday’s shoot-

ings occurred shortly after the
facility opened at 9 a.m.,

Patricia Williams was
taken to Oakwood Annapolis
Hospital in Wayne, but
was already dead. Edward
Williams was taken to St.
Joseph Hospital in Ypsilanti,
where police said he was
placed on life support until his
organs could be harvested.

Like LaJoy, Golden com-
mended township police for an
“awesome” and quick response
to the incident.

The shootings came as
Canton and Detroit police
already were planning a soc-
cer match to benefit domestic
violence shelters such as First
Step, which serves western
Wayne County. The game is
set for 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
10, at the High Velocity Sports
Center on Michigan Avenue
west of Canton Center Road.

Admission is $5.

Women who feel threatened
and need advice are urged to
call First Step anytime at (734)
722-6800 or toll free at (888)
453-5900.

“Unfortunately, these inci-
dents are becoming all too
common,” said Judy Ellis,
First Step executive direc-
tor. “We can help to assess
the potential for this kind of
danger. When dealing with
anyone who has any violent
history, it should be clear that
there is a possibility it could
further escalate.”

Violence can escalate, par-
ticularly when someone in a
relationship feels a loss of con-
trol, and Ellis said it’s impor-
tant for potential victims to
have a safety plan. She said
friends and family members
of victims also are urged to
call First Step, which provides
assistance for free.
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resources they need to make a
new start.

Bizoe said First Step may be
reached 24 hours by calling
(734) 722-6800 or through a
toll-free number at (888) 453-
5900. More information also is
available online at www.first-
step-mi.org. 4

The YWCA’s Interim House’s
crisis line may be reached at
(313) 861-5300, or informa-
tion is available online at www.
ywea.org.

“We're really excited about
this,” said Theresa Bizoe, First
Step’s associate director. “The
economy has really affected
our ability to raise money.
We've really had to reach out
in a variety of ways and ask
people to consider First Step a
critical safety net for the com-
munity.”

A sour economy has
prompted many corporations
to scale back their charitable
donations, Bizoe said, and a
tumultuous stock market has
left community foundations
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1% off

Through October 15, 2009

1634 Haggerty Road (In front of I.lfetlme Fltness) canton, mi 48187

We “‘have Iqwest state mgmmum liquor pn_ggswgyery “day!m

Featurmg thousands of wines, liquors, and beers! __
Over 1,000 brands of beer! |
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meeay | BUY 5 Lotto Tickets
; ‘and get one

FREE

! Expires October 15, 2009 e Must present coupon )

WINE &

CHAMPAGNE

7‘% off

Expires October 15, 2009

Every Bottle of

Over 1,500 types of
IMPORTED BEERS

22/40 0z. 7% off

Expires October 15, 2009
All cases of 24 cans of Beer

Onlys15-99

Expires October 15, 2009

Open Mon.-Thurs. 9am-11pm
Fri.-Sat. 9am-Midnight; Sun. Noon-8pm

734-844-1566







