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Canton Police are looking
for help finding this woman.

CANTON
CONNECTION

The Canton Police Department
is asking for assistance in identi-
fying the female in a photo they
obtained from a surveillance cam-
era at the Target store on Ford
Road in Canton on Wednesday,
Sept. 16, at approximately 2:30
p.m. The female is suspected of
credit card fraud.

Anyone
with
informa-
tion on
the iden-
tity of the
suspect is
asked to
call the
Canton
Police
Depart-
ment at
(734) 394-
5400.
Crime

Stoppers will also take anonymous
tips at 1-800-SPEAK UP, or online
to www.1800speakup.org.

Crime Stoppers will pay up to
$1,000 for a tip that leads to the
arrest of a suspect.

Members of the Canton Senior
Center are undertaking a new proj-
ect to make little dresses that will be
distributed to orphanages through-
out Central Africa. Volunteers are
creating simple dresses out of pillow
cases that will be distributed to
young girls of Uganda and Tanzania.

Volunteers work hard to make
these pillow cases into beautiful
dresses by adding lace, buttons,
bows, and other embellishments.
The final product is turned over to
"Little Dresses for Africa," a local
non-profit organization that will
deliver the dresses to the little girls
in Central Africa. So far 80 dress-
es have been sewn and turned over
to Rachel O'Neill, organizer of this
area nonprofit group.

To learn more about the Canton
Senior Center's "Little Dresses for
Africa" or to donate pillow cases,
trimmings or to make a monetary
donation, call (734) 394-5485. For
more information on "Little Dresses
for Africa," call (734) 637-9064.

Canton Senior Center volunteers worked
with area nonprofit to make Little
Dresses for Africa. So far, some 80
dresses have been sent.
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Public safety chief opts for January retirement
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Public Safety Director
John Santomauro, praised for lead-
ing what has emerged as one of
the stale's premier police and fire
departments, will retire in January
and end a 24-year career in a
township where his mark will long
remain.

Santomauro, whose law-enforce-
ment career spans four decades, led
this township from a police station
with fewer than 30 officers to a
combined police-fire department of
some 200 employees. He conceded
Friday he will leave with mixed
emotions.

"It is very bittersweet. I've been in
this business 40 years," Santomauro,
60, said. "This is not a good public
safety organization. It's an excep-
tional public safety organization."

His successor hasn't been named.
Santomauro didn't credit himself

so much as his employees with help-
ing the Canton department earn

enforcement stints in Farmington
and Pittsfield Township.

Under his leadership, the former
Canton police station near Geddes
and Sheldon was replaced by a pub-
lic safety organization housed in a

BILL BRESLER | STAFf PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton Public Safety Director John Santomauro, here congratulating 2007 Civilian of the
Year PSSO Robin Bush, announced he'll retire in January.

respect across the state for keeping
the township one of Michigan's saf-
est communities, despite its rapid
growth in recent decades.

Santomauro was hired in Canton
in 1985, after earlier serving as a
U.S. Marine Corps platoon sergeant
and following his previous law-

iirst-rate iaciiity on canton
Road between Cherry Hill and
Palmer.

Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy,
a former merit commission member,
township board member and state
representative, saw Santomauro's
career flourish.

"Without question, he was the
architect of what we have today,
which in my opinion is the finest
public safety department in the state
of Michigan," La Joy said. "We're
one of the safest communities in
the nation. We've had tremendous
growth, but we've been able to
maintain that safety and quality of
life."

Canton, with more than 87,000
residents within 36 square miles,

Please see CHIEF, A3

A shot at the shots
School district in the running to be selected as H1N1 vaccine clinic

BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Wayne County
Public Health officials begin
setting up the eight mass-
vaccination sites once the
federal government pro-
vides vaccines to the HlNl
virus, Plymouth-Canton -
Community Schools is likely
to be one of them.

Wayne County Public
Health Officer Loretta Davis
said Thursday thecounty
is talking with Plymouth-
Canton officials about using
the district as a site where
people can go to get the
HlNI vaccination free of
charge.

The negotiations are at
least partially a product of
a relationship built over the
last few years, especially last
year when the county and
the district worked together
to handle an HlNl case
within the district.

"We have been working
with the Plymouth-Canton
school district, and we are
hoping they will be one of
the sites," Davis said. "This is
a very large district, and we
can reach more than 19,000
people in the target groups if
this is a site."

Davis wouldn't confirm
Plymouth-Canton as a site
and said the mass-vaccina-
tion sites would be officially
announced when the federal
government makes the vac-

MARY HOLALY

Discovery Middle School students Emilie Hawks, Archana Sondor and Alana Peterson demonstrate proper hand-washing techniques during a
demonstration as part of Wayne County's Wash Your Hands campaign to prevent H1N1.

Clean hands campaign, A4.

cines available, probably
some time in October, she
said.

According to Davis, the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have named
several groups as targets for
the vaccine:

• Pregnant women
9 Children 6 months to 24

years old
• Health care and emer-

gency care providers
8 Adults 24-65 who have

underlying health concerns
Plymouth-Canton Supt.

Dr. Craig Fiegel said the size
and makeup of the district

would make it a valuable
asset in the county's cam-
paign to prevent HlNl.

"We fit the profile,"
Fiegel said. "Our students
tend to travel a bit more ...
they have access to other
places. That's the more
likely group to be exposed
to (HlNl) in other places

and bring it back.
"We've had a good rela-

tionship with the county,"
Fiegel added. "It developed
last year when we had our
own case. They were a great
resource for us."

bkadrich@hometownlife.com

(313) 222-8899

suspects bound over
BY DARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Two defendants have been
ordered to stand trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court on charges
they tried to break into a farm
market in Canton.

Scott Allen Shuman, 41,
of West Bloomfield, and
Christopher Dennis Boldvich,
28, of Redford, are facing trial
following a preliminary hearing
Monday in 35th District Court.

Shuman remains jailed with a
$15,000 cash bond, but a court
clerk said Boldvich has been
released after a similar amount
was posted for him.

The pair was arrested Aug. 17
when a passerby called authori-
ties after seeing two suspicious
men near a farm market near
Ford and Beck roads, Canton

Shuman Boldvich

police said. Officers rushed to
the scene and captured two men
as they attempted to flee on
foot.

Police indicated the men
entered a storage area of the
market and tried to gain entry
to the building before officers
halted their efforts.

One day after the incident
occurred, Shuman and Boldvich
were arraigned on charges of
attempted breaking and enter-

ing a building — a felony pun-
ishable by up to five years in
prison with a conviction.

However, both men have
been charged as fourth-degree
habitual offenders, meaning any
sentence imposed on them could
be lengthened if they are found
guilty.

Even before the latest inci-
dent, Shuman already had been
placed on probation for break-
ing into a coin-operated device.
Boldvich also has a criminal
record including the same
charge, in addition to larceny in
a building and burning of prop-
erty, according to the Michigan
Department of Corrections.

Boldvich had served time in
prison but was released last
year.

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

New spinal
decompression
therapy! Alleviate back
pain without surgery.
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"Around Canton" is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. Items will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.
com

Speech Craft Workshop
Is fear in the way of your

success? Are you afraid to
stand up and speak in front of
others? If you are, you're not
alone. According to The Book
of Lists, speaking in public
is the number one fear held
by most people. But you can
conquer that fear, painlessly
and enjoyably, by attending a
Speech Craft program.

Hosted by Canton
Toastmasters, the Speech
Craft Workshops are 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Mondays from Sept.
28-Nov. 16 at the Canton
Coney Island, 8533 N. Lilley
in Canton. Cost is $10 for eight
sessions.

Speech Craft is a program
to develop your public speak-
ing abilities. It's not done in
a classroom, and you don't
receive a grade. Experienced
Toastmasters present the
fundamentals of public speak-
ing in a relaxed and enjoy-
able atmosphere. Through
participation you will become
an experienced and poised
speaker.

Speech Craft will help you
communicate more effec-
tively at work and at home.
Speech Craft will improve
performance in meeting the
public, conducting business
meetings, motivating people,
interviewing for jobs, selling
ideas or products and solving
problems.

For more information, call

Joy Rooke (734-748-2359) or
Bonnie Hilberer (734-646-
2237).

Call for crafters
The Delta Kappa Gamma

Education Society hosts its
annual juried, handmade-
only Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at West
Middle School in Plymouth.

The event will feature some
1,500 customers, food and
drawings.

Hand-made and juried art
and crafts will be sold from 9
am until 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 17 at West Middle
School. The Delta Kappa
Gamma Educational Society
sponsors this show and uses
all of the proceeds to pro- •
vide college scholarships for
Plymouth Canton students.

Call Sandy Downs at (734)
340-4229 or e-mail Judy
Stone at JBSTONE716©
COMCAST.NET

Euchre night
The Plymouth Canton

Kiwanis Breakfast Club hosts
a euchre tournament Saturday,
Sept. 26, at the Summit on the
Park's Maple/Oak Room.

Registration starts at 7 p.m.,
with the games beginning at
7:30 p.m. The event will fea-
ture lots of prizes with a cash
bar and food for purchase.

The Summit is located at
46000 Summit Parkway in
Canton. Register to play by
calling Debby at (734) 282-
2340 or dtorzy@hotmail.com

Support Mass
Widowed men and women

are invited to celebrate
Mass together and stay for
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Are you at risk for
FORECLOSURE?

And UPS1DE-POWN in your house?
The absolute worst thing you can do is nothing. Free help is available.

Attend a free informational seminar to learn about your options.

You will learn about:
Loan Modification - to tryto keep your home
Bankruptcy - learn about the different types

Snort Sa/e - to sell your home & protect your credit
Foreclosure - what it means and how to avoid it

Tuesday, Sept. 29,7 - 8 pm
Livonia Civic Center Library

Monday, Oct. 5,6:30 - 7:30 pm
Milford Public Library

Given by Jennifer Lanzetta, Attorney at Law
& Elizabeth Bensch, Short Sale Specialist, Century 21 Today, Inc.

RSVP to reserve your seat (recommended) by calling (734) 502-1011
OE08672668

'The Good Doctor'
Barefoot Productions announces a change to its 2009-10 season lineup for its fail show. Neil Simon's classic
comedy 'The Good Doctor' will replace the previously-slated 'Mister Roberts' for Barefoot's fall presentation due
to a scheduling conflict. Depicting two scenes from Barefoot Productions' comedy 'The Good Doctor' by Neil Simon
are (I to r) Samantha Lowry of Novi and Carol Lipinski of Garden City in 'The Governess' and Matt Majzlik of Canton
and Sam Williams of Taylor in 'The Drowned Man.' The production runs Oct. 8-25. For more information, please visit
Barefoot's website at www.justgobarefoot.com or caii (734) 560-1493. Aii performances are heid at the Waiker-
Buzenberg Building, 240 N. Main Street, Plymouth, adjacent to Bode's Restaurant. Reduced ticket rates are $12 for
general admission; $10 for students/seniors and group rates are also available.

refreshments and fellowship
on Sunday, Sept. 20, at St.
Thomas a'Beeket Church, 555
S. Lilley Road (just south of
Cherry Hill) in Canton.

Please check in by 2:15 p.m.,
Mass is at 2:30. The event
is sponsored by Widowed
Friends, a peer group in the
AOD. Come meet new friends
in a safe, friendly setting.

For more information,
call Pat, (734) 459-5508, or
Justine, (734) 455-6939.

MomZMom sale
The Plymouth Canton

Mothers of Multiples host
their semi-annual Mom-to-
Mom sale Saturday, Sept. 26
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at
West Middle School, 44401
Ann Arbor Trail, at Sheldon
Road, in Plymouth.

Admission is $1, cash only,
strollers are welcome after
10 a.m. This is a department
store style sale with boys and
girls fall and winter clothing,
ranging in size.from newborn
up to size 10 along with toys,

baby gear, strollers and mater-
nity clothes.

Contact pcmoms@
hotmail.com" target=_
blank>pcmoms@hotmail.com
with any questions.

Pet a Pet
PET-A-PET Inc. is looking

for enthusiastic, friendly pets
and their owners to visit facili-
ties one hour a month. Pets
must be up to date with vacci-
nations, proof required.

Visits to Heartland-Canton
on the second Wednesday at
6:30 p.m.; call Pat Glinski,
(313) 278-4428. Visits to
Heartland-Plymouth on the
fourth Wednesday at 6:30
p.m.; call Lyn Ehrman, (734)
455-4885.

Art exhibit
An exciting and intensely

private collection of 19th
century paintings will be on
display at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill through Sept.
27- This exhibit will feature
over 30 pieces of art collected

by Judy and David Johnson,
Washtenaw County residents
for the past 32 years.

The couple has developed
a keen eye and has slowly
acquired a collection rang-
ing from unknown artists to
well-known American and
European painters such as
Henry Schouten, a 19th cen-
tury Belgian painter, Henry
Rankin Poor and David
Johnson, the latter two promi-
nent American artists.

Presently, they have expand-
ed their tastes to include por-
traits, Middle-Eastern paint-
ings (Orientalist art), marine
and Chinese pieces. The
Johnsons' enthusiasm for and
interest in farming has also
led them to include numerous
works featuring landscapes
and various animals in their
collection. The Johnsons' cur-
rent collection is comprised
equally of 19th century works
and 20th century pieces and
includes sculptures.

Admission to the gallery is
free and the public is welcome

to view this exhibit at the
Gallery@VT: Monday-Friday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; during
public performances; and by
appointment by calling (734)
394-5308.

Health screening
Meijer Pharmacy, located on

Ford Road at Canton Center,
holds its monthly health
screening clinic 8 a.m. to
noon, Thursday, Oct. 1.

Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available a,t a very affordable
cost.

Appointments are required;
contact the pharmacy for
details at (734) 844-2733.

Scrapbooksng fund-raiser
The Salvation Army of

Plymouth and Creative
Memories consultant Cassie
Hull are teaming up to host
an all-day Scrapbooking event
to help raise funds for the
Salvation Army's Coats for
Kids program.

Those interested in scrap-
booking can join us for
the Sept. 26 event, called
Croptoberfest, from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m. at a cost of $35,
which includes 12 hours of
scrapbooking, meals, and a
goodie bag. There is also a
half-day option of six hours
for $20.

For more information, or
to register, contact Cassie at
the Salvation Army at (734)
453-5464, or by e-mail at
cassiekh@gmail.com. Those
unable to attend can still
help the Coats for Kids pro-
gram by donating $15 to help
purchase a coat for a child in
need. The Salvation Army is
located at 9451 S. Main St. in
Plymouth.

Church crafts
Connection Church (pre-

viously Tri-City Christian
Center) is currently accepting
applications for its annual
Holiday Craft Fair 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. Dec. 5.

Connection Church is locat-
ed at 3855 Sheldon in Canton,
north of Michigan Ave.

For more information con-
tact Katy Reitz, (734) 693-
5656 or katyreitz@mac.com

With a growing family and an unending list of responsibilities, where

can you find a doctor who will care for you and your baby? At IHA.

eaifh. IHA's doctors would

love to meet you and create a care plan that maintains your good health.

IHA is one of the best and also largest private multi-specialty groups

in southeast Michigan. From open access and extended office hours

to after-hours care and nurse triage services, IHA doctors will see

you when you need us, and provide you with the best possible care.

That's how IHA cares.
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Foundation hosts 'philanthropy summit'
BY DARRELL CLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A lingering economic down-
turn has made it increas-
ingly difficult for nonprofits
and other organizations to
raise much-needed money,
but the Canton Community
Foundation — with a proven
track record of community aid
— hopes to help.

"We're seeing that trend (of
donating money) go down, but
it doesn't mean that you give
up," foundation President Joan
Noricks said.

To that end, the foundation
is reaching out to area non-
profits, donors, professional
advisors and others during a
philanthropy summit 2-5 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 1, at Canton's
Summit on the Park, 46000
Summit Parkway near Canton
Center and Palmer roads.

"The foundation's goal is
really to create a social net-
work of organizations that
are sustainable and can ful-
fill their various missions,"

Noricks

Noricks said.
The founda-

tion can part-
ner with non-
profits, donors
and other orga-
nizations by
investing earn-
ings or simply
administering

"pass-through" donations that
are more quickly used. In all,
Noricks said, the foundation
already oversees 32 funds.

Especially during tough
economic times, many groups
dependent on donations
become bogged down in daily
fund-raising efforts and fail
to seek out potentially bigger
sources of income, such as
estate gifts and endowment
funds, Noricks said.

Since June alone, she has
met with 80 nonprofits and
professional advisors, explain-
ing how the community foun-
dation can help them.

"They're very excited about
it," Noricks said.

There's no charge to attend

the philanthropy summit, but
reservations are required by
calling (734) 495-1200 or by
sending an e-mail to info@
cantonfoundation.org.

Participants may register
and mingle starting at 1:30
p.m. Oct. 1, and a program,
"Managing Donor Expectations
in a Challenging Environment,"
will start at 2 p.m. and be led
by Christopher L. Kelly, vice
president/senior philanthropic
advisor for Comerica Charitable
Services Group.

Participants will break for
refreshments at 3:30 p.m.
before having a panel discussion
4-5 p.m. on how the Canton
Community Foundation helps
with endowment fund growth.
It will provide information on
how to leverage the resources of
the foundation.

The foundation is no strang-
er to raising money of its own.
Since it was formed 20 years
ago, it has awarded $450,000
in scholarship money to col-
lege students.

"Our biggest claim to fame is

probably our scholarship pro-
gram," Noricks said, adding
that the foundation also fund-
ed a $20,000 feasibility study
before the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill was built.

The theater, itself, has
recently delved into new fund-
raising methods. It raised
nearly $60,000 in donations
and matching funds after
it was chosen to participate
in August in an online, arts
fund-raising challenge by the
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan. Jennifer
Tobin, Canton's arts coordina-
tor, at that time had described
herself as "thrilled" by the out-
pouring of support.

Noricks said it's impor-
tant for nonprofits and other
organizations to look past the
current economic climate and
plan long-term. When asked
what she hopes participants
in the philanthropy sum-
mit will learn, she said it's
that "the Canton Community
Foundation is here to help you
be successful."

Readers now have a
chance to Get Published

The Observer & Eccentric
and Hometown Weekly
Newspapers have an excit-
ing new feature designed to
forge a more collaborative
relationship with read-
ers. Get Published, which
launched Friday on our
Web site, hometownlife.
com, allows readers to pub-
lish stories and photos in a
special area devoted just to
them.

"Our newspapers feature
more local content than
anyone because we have
strong ties to the commu-
nities we serve," Publisher
Susan Rosiek said. "This
takes us to another level.
Readers will be able to pub-
lish stories that may other-
wise not get attention."

The Get Published sec-
tion ofhometownlife.com
is just below the middle of
our homepage on the left-
hand side. Perhaps the best

feature of the service is that
it's easy to use. You don't
have to register or sign up
for anything. Just click on
the Get Published link and
fill in the blanks on a form.
Upload a photo to go with
the article if you want and
submit it for publication. An
editor will review the story
before it is published online,
but the whole process will
take just a day.

So if you have a story you
would like to share, log on
to hometownlife.com and
Get Published.

Prep sports fans should
also look for our new video
preview of the games of
the week. Featured every
Wednesday on our main
carousel will be analysis
from the best prep sports
writers in the business. Our
reporters actually go to the
games, so they can offer
insight others can't match.

CHIEF
FROM PAGE A1

just last week was cited as
having the third-lowest crime
rate among 16 communities
with 50,000-100,000 people
in Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb counties.

Santomauro credited "the
tremendous people" in the
public safety department and
a public that has been will-
ing to work closely with law
enforcement.

Santomauro has a bachelor
of arts degree in social sci-
ence from Madonna College
and a master's degree in
interdisciplinary technology

from Eastern
Michigan
University.
He also is a
graduate of
the 164th ses-
sion of the
FBI National

Santomauro Academy.
Santomauro

has taught
and lectured at the college
and seminar levels, and his
specialty has been leadership
development and department
rehabilitation.

His departure from his
Canton position could ulti-
mately save the township
money. If he is replaced by
someone within his depart-
ment, local officials have

indicated in township board
documents that one of the
two local deputy police posi-
tions could potentially remain
vacant starting in 2010 as a
cost-saving measure amid
tough economic times.

Santomauro has presided
over sorrowful moments in
his department, such as in
2003 when one Canton offi-

cer, Gordon Lewis Stevens,
died in the line of duty when
his patrol car was rear-ended.
Santomauro then called
Stevens, a 25-year veteran,
"a great officer and a great
person" and said the incident
"is an absolute loss for the
department."

On Friday, Santomauro
downplayed his role for the

last 24 years, calling his lead-
ership "insignificant to the
greater success of the organi-
zation" because "what stands
out foremost is the tremen-
dous people in the organiza-

tion."
Referring to his career, he

said, "I just have been really
blessed."

dclem@hometownlife.com j (313)222-2238

LOOK ahead SALE

SAVE '•$. Layaway
w/ Only 30% Down

or take purchase home.
Minimum purchase required, details in store. Sale ends 9/30/09

WWW,tfo!ifiO§piia!,00m become a fan on facebook!

3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30, Thur 10-8:30, Sun 12-4

SOIUBK

- -rf-\>' Fool ^Closing

Jones Pool Service
can winterize swimfjff

flny size residential pool 20'x40'5 or -» .
smoSSerohcJ will include the following: £
* drain umter level T

- winterize poof Hues ̂  equipment
9 set COver Qttd OJClier bogs Additional Charge for Excess Debris

Mist Time Customers;
All pool closings scheduled

receive an additionali POOL CLOSING
I 20 x 40 or smaller I
WeCarry a Fulllsitteqfpfeiiirefils

(734)
I l i iMii lJ i l^^

24MPG
8 Passenger

Seating

"We are Professional Grade"

14949 Sheldon Rd. • Plymouth, Ml
(bet.M-14&5MiieRoad)

"Due at delivt
"family meml

ry 1st payment + tax, title, piates and doc. 12,000 miles per year. GM employee and eligible
rebates to dealer. Sale ends Sept. 30, 2009. 0E08673777

Ashfcwrd Gsii#t
Senior Community

Invites You and Your
Friends To Join Us On

Tuesday, September 29th
1 lam to 2pmt

FREE

Receive a gift bag and helpful
information from various health &

wellness professionals, while enjoying
the hospitality of Ashford€ourt.

A buffet lunch will be served
from 11:30 to lpm.

Tour our community, visit

We dam YOU!

with friends at your leisure.

RSVP by Friday, September 25

CALL TODAY
734-451-1155

And Join Us For Lunch
and A Personal Tour

37501 Joy Road
Westland, MI 48185

www.ashfordcourtwestland.com

erving the
Community for

34 Years!

We cater Funera
Luncheons!

RESTAURANT

I! roMPLFTE DIMMED
« ! Includes Salad or Cole Slaw,
S 1 Rolls and Butter, Choice of

g hi
S
1 g Spaghetti, Potatoes or I

Vegetable. '

With purchase of 2 beverages j j

Valid Sun-Thurs. § I
May not combine with other offers. * •
Not valid on holiday or carry-out. | |

E i 101109

DINE-IN OR CARRY-OUT
Expires 10-11-09

• | Expires 10-11-09 j •

•' Whether it's a short- or long-term CD, you're

maximizing your returns with these high-yield rates. If you're saving with

Citizens Bank, you already have made a wise decision.
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BY BRAD KADRICH

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Pujitha Kasipuram of
Canton admits pretty much
everything frightens her, so
it's not surprising the idea of
catching the HlNl virus is a
little scary.

That's why she volunteered
to be part of the Wayne
County Health Department's
kick-off of its "Wash Your
Hands" campaign, the county's
drive to educate and inspire
people to take the necessary
steps toward preventing the
potentially deadly flu.

And when, beneath the
black light shone on the hands
of several student volunteers,
a plethora of germs appeared,
Pujitha's decision to be part of
the demonstration was con-
firmed.

"I was surprised ... I didn't
know there were that many
germs on my hands," said
Pujitha, a 13-year-old eighth-
grader at Discovery Middle
School, where Wayne County
officials kicked off the cam-
paign. "After we washed them,
I was shocked how many were
knocked off."

That's the point Loretta
Davis, Wayne County's public
health officer, wants to make
to students, parents, teachers -
anyone who will listen - about
preventing the spread of not
only HlNl, but other commu-
nicable diseases.

The campaign talks about
washing hands for 15-20 sec-
onds - it tells people to time it
by singing a couple of choruses
of "Happy Birthday" - with
emphasis on getting between
fingers and around cuticles.
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Wayne County Public Health officials used a black light to show Discovery
Middle School students how many germs collected on their hands during a
'Wash Your Hands' campaign kickoff event Thursday.

There are also tips on proper
sneezing and coughing eti-
quette (sneeze into the crook

of your elbow, for instance)
and other hygiene issues the
county will stress.

Davis knows it's pretty basic
stuff, but that doesn't make it
less important.

"It sounds so basic and obvi-
ous," Davis said. "It's some-
thing we were all taught when
we were young, but it's some-
thing we all fall into a pattern
of maybe forgetting as we get
older.

"We want to bring it to the
forefront," she added. "As
important as a vaccine is, this
is at least equally important."

Important enough to part-
ner with some 5,000 local
businesses and restaurants
to spread decals reminding
people to wash their hands
frequently. Billboards spread
around the county will also
espouse the plan.

And they chose Plymouth-
Canton schools to kick it off
because of a relationship the

two have built in recent years,
especially last year when
Plymouth-Canton had to deal
with a case of HlNl of its own.

"Canton has always been a
very active participant with
public health," said Wayne
County Executive Robert
Ficano. "They were open to it,
so we decided to kick it off here.
They have a lot of responsive
parents, teachers and students,
so it's a great place to start."

The students who volun-
teered to act as participants in
the demonstration came away
impressed and surprised.

"The amount of germs on
my hands surprised me a lot,"
said Jordan Nobles, a 13-year-
old Discovery eight-grader. "It
helps me realize I have to wash
my hands all the time."
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Diane Hanson started
writing newspaper stories
about the Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band 15 years ago,
when her oldest daughter was
one of the students doing the
marching.

Now, 15 years later and
four years after her youngest
graduated, Hanson can'thelp
herself. She's still writing sto-
ries about the band.

"These are great kids, they
work hard and they really
appreciate the effort" said
Hanson, who has lived in
Canton with husband Bart
since 1983. "I love these kids."

And she wasn't talking
about her own six (though
she loves them, too). She was
talking about the thousands

Hanson

of students
who've passed
through the
band - and
before her
camera lens -in
the years since
daughter Lora
became part of
the color guard

and later played trumpet.
That's when Diane and

Bart Hanson got involved,
becoming yellow-jacket wear-
ing, equipment-hauling and
supportive "band parents,"
members of the ultra-involved
PCMB Band Boosters.

"We weren't really going to
get involved that deep at first,"
said Hanson, who covered
Saturday's opening competi-
tion. "The first time you walk
into one of those meetings, it's
amazing. It's one of the only
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Here are highlights of the Plymouth-Canton Marching Band's schedule
for the 2009 season:
• Sept. 19 - Woodhaven-Brownstown Invitational, Woodhaven High School
• Oct. 10 - Bands of America Regional Championships, EMU's Rynearson
Stadium, Ypsilanti
• Oct. 17 - Great Lakes Invitational, P-CEP home field
• Oct. 31 - Huron Vailey Invitational, Lakeland High School, White Lake
• Nov. 7 - Michigan Competing Bands Association State Championships,
Ford Field
• Nov. 12-14 - Bands of America Grand National Championships - Lucas Oil
Stadium, Indianapolis

things where the kids actually
want you to be part of it."

Bart and Diane Hanson
both come from something
of a musical background;
Bart was a cellist, Diane a
violinist earlier in their lives.
They passed that feeling for
music on to all six of their

children, three sons and three
daughters, all of whom played
instruments in middle school.

The sons - Eric, Scott and
Jeff- gave it up before moving
on to high school. The girls
- Lora, Lisa and Leah - stuck
with it and all joined the
marching band.

"The boys all had musi-
cal skills, but they moved
on to other things," Hanson
recalled. "The girls showed
more interest."

Diane and Bart encouraged
the interest in music, believing
the subject, whether it's choral
or instrumental, helps develop
other skills - time manage-
ment, academics and the like.

And the girls loved it.
Eldest daughter Lora went on
to become a member of the
Michigan State University
marching band, She also went
into the school's veterinary
program, and when that got
tough, she always had the
band.

"Particularly for Lora, there
was always a great release,"
Hanson said of Lora, now a
veterinarian in Allen Park.
"Vet school was so tough,

(band) was a great release for
her."

It's been a great release for
her mother, as well. Diane
Hanson was already writing
free-lance when she noticed
- during Lora's tenure in band
- how much sports coverage
there was compared to how
little coverage of things like
band. She approached the
Observer editor, who suggest-
ed she write the stories and
take the pictures.

She agreed to do it - and 15
years later is still doing it - for
the kids.

"These kids do it with a love
of music and for the camara-
derie, they become like a fam-
ily," Hanson said. "It's a great
experience. It prepares them
for life."
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Take distribution, then reinvest the money

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

Q: Dear Rick: I know I do
not have to take a minimum
required distribution this
year, but I'm not sure if
it wouldn't be in my best
interest to do so. I don't
need the money and I'm in
a low tax bracket this year.
Normally, I am in a higher
bracket because although
I am retired, I do have a
part-time job. This year I
work less than I have in the
past. My thought is that I

should take a
distribution
because I'm
in a lower
bracket.
What do you
think?

A: My gen-
eral rule is
that if you do
not need the
money from
your required

minimum distribution, then
it probably would pay to wait.
However, one exception to that
rule is if you are in a low tax
bracket.

In your situation, there's
a possibility you will be in a
higher bracket next year, so it
makes sense to take a distribu-
tion this year. I recommend
you take a distribution that is
a sufficient amount to keep
you in the lower tax bracket.
Once you remove the money
and pay your taxes, you should
turn around and reinvest the
money.

When reinvesting the
money, consider a Roth
IRA. Typically, you are not
allowed to take your minimum
required distribution and
use it for a Roth conversion.
However, since in 2009 there
is no minimum required dis-
tribution, you are eligible to do
a Roth conversion. The benefit
of doing the Roth conversion is
you are taking money that was
growing tax-deferred and con-
verting into tax-free money. In
addition, it is not subject to the
minimum required distribu-
tion rules. Therefore, you can
let that money grow tax-free
for as long as you choose.

The one downside is the
money must stay in the Roth
IRA for five years. That does
not appear to be a problem in
your situation.

This year presents a rare
opportunity for many seniors.
Since there is no required
minimum distribution, it
allows many seniors to take
advantage of a Roth conver-
sion when in the past they
were not able to. They should
reconsider taking that distri-
bution, paying the taxes and
converting the money into a
Roth IRA.

One recommendation for
seniors considering the con-
version is, don't wait too long.
The transaction must be com-
pleted before the end of the
year.
Q: Dear Rick: My husband
and I were on vacation
earlier this year and we
were approached about
buying a timeshare. After
sitting down with the sales

representatives, it does
appear that a timeshare can
be a good investment. What
do you think?

A: I've looked at timeshares
as an investment for years and
after doing research I don't
believe they are good invest-
ments. All you have to do is go
on a variety of Web sites and
you can see that timeshares
are selling for a fraction of

their original purchase price.
In fact, I can't remember talk-
ing to one investor who has
actually made money on his/
her timeshare. The only thing
to consider when investing
is whether you made money
and I don't see that happening
with timeshares.

Although I do not believe
that timeshares are a good
investment, that does not

mean that someone should not
purchase one. Many people
like timeshares for their con-
venience as well as other fac-
tors. However, those are qual-
ity of life issues and not factors
to consider an investment.

Don't make the decision
based upon the same criteria
you would apply to a decision
involving an investment. For
a timeshare, there are factors

such as location, availability
and transferability that really
don't come into the equation
when it comes to an invest-
ment.

I know many people who
have purchased timeshares
who love them and I know an
equal number of people who
have purchased timeshares
and have been disappointed.
My advice is, do you home-

work and don't get swayed by
aggressive salespeople who
tend to work in the timeshare
industry.

Good luck!

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
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