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Happy trails

Join the Friends of the I-275
Pathway for trail cleanup day on
Saturday, Sept. 19, from 9 a.m.
until noon. The final cleanup of
the year will be in Farmington
Hills on the section of the trail
north of 8 Mile.

Volunteers should bring clip-
pers, pruners, tree-loppers, or
any kind of hand tool to trim
hedges and cut back brush.
Wear work gloves, long pants and
long-sleeved shirts, and bring a
bike to get from your car to the
work site. Parking is available at
many nearby businesses.

For more information call
John Bailey at (248) 310-4206,
or visit the Friends of the I-275
Pathway on Yahoo! groups or
Facebook.

Town hall

State Rep. Dian Slavens
(D-Canton) hosts a town hall
meeting on Monday, Sept. 21, in
Canton to provide information to
residents on two Michigan pro-
grams that can help parents and
students save for college.

“As a mother with two chil-
dren in college, I know firsthand
how challenging it can be to pay
for our kids’ college education,”
Slavens said. “Rising tuition
costs and a sluggish economy can
make college seem out of reach
for many working families.”

The town hall meeting takes
place 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 21, at
the Canton Public Library, 1200
S. Canton Center Road.

Slavens will be joined at
the meeting by Robin Lott,
Executive Director of the
Michigan Education Trust.

For more information about
the town hall, please call
Slavens’ ofﬁce toll-free at (888)
34/7-8021 or send an e-mail to
DianSlavens@house.mi.gov

Heart and bark

Four-legged family pets large
and small are encouraged to
attend the second annual Heart
and Bark event with their own-
ers 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
Sept. 19 at the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail, located
at Morton Taylor Road and
Michigan Avenue.

The Humane Society of Huron
Valley will be offering a low-cost
micro chip clinic for animals for
$25 per pet.

A special “Dash for Doggies”
kids fun run will take place at 11
a.m. to support the development
of the Canton Dog Park. The
course is approximately a 15 mile
and all participants will receive a
commemorative T-Shirt.

This fund-raising race is geared
toward kids 12 and under. For
details, contact (734) 394-5460.

Gathering steam

I-275 project gets
wide political support

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Amid widespread
political support, Canton
Township officials Tuesday
formally submitted a
$20.3 million proposal for
federal economic-recovery
dollars to dramatically
reshape the heavily con-
gested 1-275/Ford Road
interchange.

The project, if approved,
could create hundreds of
jobs and have a far-reach-
ing, regional impact on
motorists who use the
interchange, situated just
east of the Ford-Haggerty
intersection that ranks
among Michigan’s most
accident-prone spots.

The project has revved
up fresh support not
only from township
officials, but also from
the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments,
Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools, retail
giant IKEA and leaders
from neighboring commu-
nities such as Westland,
Plymouth Township and
Van Buren Township.

The grant proposal,
submitted through the
Michigan Department
of Transportation two
months after township
officials unveiled the plan,
seeks $20.3 million in
federal Transportation
Investment Generating
Economic Recovery, or
TIGER, funds. The plan
comes on the heels of a
regional traffic study.

Plymouth-Canton Supt.
Craig Fiegel, in a letter
to MDOT Director Kirk
Steudle, said the project
“would greatly improve
safety for student bus-
ing and pedestrian traf-
fic” in an area including
Haggerty Road, where the
district has two schools.

The massive project
could ease traffic tlow for
untold motorists in three
distinct ways:

« Drivers exiting south-
bound I-275 could use a
new ramp to access north-
bound Haggerty, near
IKEA, without ever get-
ting onto Ford Road.

* Similarly, motor-

Canton's plan
to improve
the [-275/
Ford Road
interchange
could help
cut down on
traffic, and
therefore
accidents,
at Ford
Road and

township's
most
dangerous

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  intersection.

Concept

Features:

Haggerty Rd., bypassing

intersection.

‘ New/ Reahgned Ramp

|-275/Ford Rd.
Recommended
Enhancement

Access to Northbound 1-275 from
Cherry Hill Rd. without use of

Ford/Haggerty intersection.

2y Access from Southbound 1-275 to
SB Haggerty Rd. and Cherry Hill Rd.
without use of the Ford/Haggerty

5 Access from Southbound 1275 to
NB Haggerty Rd. without use of the
Ford/Haggerty intersection.

Potential for improved access to
. development parcels east of 1-275,
tongestion at Fordeotz

New Service Drive Roadway

To Northbound l
Haggerty Rd. N

Ford Rd.

To Southbound
Haggerty Rd.
and
Cherry Hill Rd.

Cherry Hill Rd.

ists exiting I-275 also
could access southbound
Haggerty by using another
new ramp south of Ford.

¢ Drivers from the area
of Cherry Hill Road could
access north 1-275 by using
a northbound service
drive along the interstate,
bypassing Ford Road.

Tim Faas, Canton’s
municipal services direc-
tor, has said the project
would be far less costly
than installing a complete-
ly new interchange. The
design phase could begin
as early as February, with
construction potentially
completed in 2012.

Canton Township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy, in
aletter to Steudle, wrote

that “as a major thorough-
fare in one of the fast-
est-growing communities
in southeast Michigan,
Canton’s Ford Road con-
tinues to be burdened by
higher-than-expected
traffic volumes,” adding
there is a need “to improve
vehicular and pedestrian
traffic safety” around the

- 1-275 interchange.

Joseph Roth, IKEAs
director of U.S. public
affairs, wrote to Steudle
and said interchange
improvements would “pre-
empt any doubts (other)
businesses may have about
opening in the Canton
community because
of any safety or traffic
facts/issues they may have

Index
APARTMENTS ... .. ... .. C2
AUTOMOTIVE ... ... .. ...C4
Career Buioer ... ... ...C3
CRoSSWORD PUzZLE ... ... C2
FILTER ... v v« .. BB-9
Foob & WiNe ... ... ... .B10
OBITUARIES.. ... .. ... ...B6
Pusuic SaFeTy. .. .. .. A4
ReaL ESTATE ... ... ... .. C2
SPORTS .. wv v wee o o Bl

STRICTLY BUSINESS ... ... B

For Home The shed will house bicycles and gardening
Delivery call: equipment for residents at the Farmington facility
(866) 887-2737 that houses residents in two homes and an apart-
ment building. It replaced an old tin shed that
g, couldn’t be secured.

director.

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASS!
CORRESPONDENT

Karen Stornant, a Ford Motor Company volun-
teer, took a short break from building a shed at
Community Living Centers in Farmington.

“It’s a good day to remember and give back,” the
Livonia resident said on the anniversary of the
Sept. 11 terrorist attack.

“It certainly helps us take care of an item that
needed to be replaced and we certainly didn't have
the funds to do that,” explained Laura Pollaccia-
Scanlan, Community Living Centers executive

Ford not only provided the manpower, but pald
for the shed, according to Ron Weber Community
Living Centers marketing and development man-
ager '

“The shed adds to the quality of their lives,”

ment.

Ford employees build legacy of caring

Greg Boyle of Livonia, Krista DePoy of Canton and Julie
Dimoplos of Garden City ali volunteered in Redford.

Weber said explaining that it was too difficult for
residents to individually try to store their equip-

Community Living Centers was founded in
1968 by Mary Wagner, who had a son who was
mentally retarded. She founded the agency and

Please see VOLUNTEERS, B2

heard.”

Other letters of sup-
port came from Westland
Mayor William Wild, 11th
District Wayne County
Commissioner Kevin
McNamara, Plymouth
Township Supervisor
Richard Reaume, .

Van Buren Township
Supervisor Paul D. White,
Canton Downtown
Development Coordinator
Kathleen Salla, Canton
police Lt. Scott Hilden

and SEMCOG’s Carmine
Palombo, director of trans-
portation programs.

Despite the strong sup-
port, Faas has said Canton
is competing with many

Please see I-275, B2

FBI report:
Canton carries
low crime rate

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Canton Township has one of the
lowest crime rates among 16 metro
Detroit communities with popula-~
tions of 50,000-100,000 people,
newly released FBI statistics for
2008 show.

Canton fared better than com-
munities such as Livonia, Novi,
Farmington Hills, Troy and St.
Clair Shores in a comparison that
combines violent and property
crimes per 1,000 residents.

Canton had the third lowest
overall
crime
rate
~— bested only by West Bloomfield
and Shelby townships — among 16
communities with populations of
50,000-100,000 people in Wayne,

Chart shows comparisons, Ad.

" Oakland and Macomb counties.

“It’s very good news with every-
thing that’s going on nowadays in
the world,” said Canton resident
Mary Lou Gagan, who chairs a
neighborhood watch program in
The Links of Pheasant Run subdx—

- vision.

The ¥BI's latest Uniform Crxme
Reports provided details of two
categories — violent crimes includ-
ing murder, rape, robbery and
aggravated assault, and property
crimes including burglary, larceny,
motor vehicle theft and arson.

Canton’s crime rate of 19.71
incidents per 1,000 residents was
calculated by combining the 120
violent crimes and 1,546 property
crimes from last year — and fac-
toring in a township populatlon of
84,506.

Moreover, the township’s rate
was 10.1 points lower than the
three-county average of 29.81
crimes per 1,000 people.

“Canton continues to be one
of the safest communities in the
metro area, with our total overall
crime coming in far below that of
the comparable community aver-
age,” said John Santomaure, the
township’s public safety director.

FBI statistics for 2008 in Canton
cited no murders, 14 rapes, 27 rob-
beries and 79 aggravated assaults.
In all, the FBI reported 1,546 prop-
erty crimes.

‘West Bloomfield had the low-
est combined crime rate of 14.11
per L,00O people among the 16
communities in a three-county
area with populations of 50,000-
100,000.

By contrast, next-door Westland
had nearly double Canton’s crime .
rate with 38.45 per 1,000 residents,
while Dearborn had nearly three-
fold the crime rate with 54.13 per
1,000 people.

Santomauro said the township
will continue to implement a pro-
active approach to crime by:

Please see CRIME, A4
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Rosiek named publisher of newspaper group

Sue Rosiek, executive
editor of the Observer &
Eccentric and Hometown
Newspapers, has assumed
the additional responsibility
of publisher for the group of
community newspapers.

The announcement was
made by Susie Ellwood, chief
executive officer of Detroit
Media Partnership, which
manages the business func-
tions for the Detroit Free
Press and The Detroit News
and serves as sales agent for
the Observer & Eccentric
and Hometown Newspapers.

“Sue is a highly talented,
multi-faceted leader who
drives excellence through-
out her organization. She
has been an integral pargt of
the successes at these news-
papers as well as being an

Romek

| active com-
munity mem-
| ber,” Ellwood
said. “Sue is
dedicated to
local report-
ing and I am
pleased that
her title now
accurately
reflects the great work she
does.”

Rosiek has held various
positions at the Observer &
Eccentric, including report-
er, community editor and
managing editor.

She is a member of the
Board of Trustees of Saint
Joseph Mercy Health
System.

Rosiek also is a member
the Livonia Community
Marketing Consertium

and a founding member

of Giving Hope, Women’s
Giving Circle, a pooled fund
of the Canton Community
Foundation,

She also serves on the
Schoolcraft College Culinary
Extravaganza Committee,
Farmington Public Schools
Turn Around Achievement
Awards Committee and
Livonia Community Prayer
Breakfast.

Rosiek and husband, Steve
Barnaby, have one son,

Ian Barnaby. They live in
Plymouth Township.

Rosiek is a graduate of
Michigan State University
with a B.A. in journalism.

Detroit Media
Partnership, L.P. manages
the business functions of the
Detroit Free Press and The

Detroit News. As the largest
newspapers in Michigan,
with two of the most visited
Web sites in the market,
the Free Press and The News
combine to reach a weekly
audience of 2.1 million
people.*

Detroit Media Partnership
is the advertising sales agent
for the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Novi News,
Milford Times, Northville
Record, South Lyon Herald
and Livingston County
Daily Press & Argus.

Gannett Co., Inc., owner of
the Free Press, is the general
partner in DMP; MediaNews
Group, owner of The News, is
the limited partner.

SOURCE: 2008 Scarborough Report
= August 2006-July 2007, Defroit DMA
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FROM PAGE B1

other communities for $1.5
billion in TIGER funds, part
of alarger federal stimulus
package.

To be sure, a project along
the interchange would bring

its own share of temporary
traffic snarls, but Faas said the
impact of potential lane clos-

1ings isn't yet known. He said

the biggest disruption — again,
a temporary one — would
likely be on the northbound
on-ramp to 1-275, which would
be “completely reworked.”

dclem@nometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238

Check us out on the Web every day

at hometownlife.com

VOLUNTEERS

FROM PAGE Bi

opened the first group home

'in 1969. It was so successful

that the waiting list grew and
now there are Community
Living Centers group homes
in Southfield, Farmington and
F.armmgton Hills.

Some of the Community
Living Centers residents in
Farmington Living Centers
helped build the shed.

“This project allows people
in the community to have the
experience to work along side
with people with disabilities
and to see that they are regular
individuals just like you and I,
Pollaccia-Scanlan said.

Stornant and McKee were
among more than 8,000 Ford
volunteers in 15 states and 40
countries who took part in the
fourth annual Global Week of
Caring.

Local volunteers involved in
Ford’s Accelerated Action Day
Friday worked at southeastern
Michigan shelters, family cen-
ters and other non-profit proj-
ects during the Community
Building event.

Volunteers were expected to
contribute 30,000 man-hours
of labor to helping those in
need from orphanages to the
disabled and homeless.

“Ford has been a neighbor in
this community and across the
country for its 106 year history
starting with Henry Ford,”
explained Jim Vella, president
Ford Motor Company Fund
and Community Services.

“A neighbor needs you more
in tough times than good

Showing off the bleachers that they
had just built were Arnita Kalaja-of
Melvindale, Hamid Rashid of Canton,
Paul Levko of Brownstown Township,
Igor Reznik of Bloomfield Township and
Steve Lancucki of Sterling Heights.

times,” says Vella, a Canton
resident. “And in Michigan
we've experienced an economic
tsunami. We're trying to be
part of the solution as opposed
to being a part of the prob-
lem. Ican only see our efforts
expand in this area.

“To get out and see our
people working with non-
profit projects and to see all
the things some of us take for
granted, it really is a touching
day for me personally,” Vella
said.

The event wasn’t planned to
coincide with the anniversary
of Sept. 11 terrorist attack,
“but, we are aware of President
Obama’s call to service for
Americans,” Vella said. “This
is something we are going to
continue to do in good times
and bad times.

The 700 Ford volunteers in
southeast Michigan alone “says
a lot about the company,” Vella
said.
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“Around Canton” is designed to
announce upcoming events taking
place in the community. ltems will
run on a space-available basis. Send
details to bkadrich@hometownlife.
com

Variety show

The Canton Chiefettes
Pom Pon Teams present their
annual variety show, “Master
Music Mix,” 1:30 and 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19, in the
Gloria Logan Auditorium in
Salem High School.

Tickets are on sale now for
$5 and are available from
Chiefette team members and
parents, or they can be pur-
chased for $6 at the door on
show day.

For more information visit
the team’s Web site at www.
cantonchiefettes.com

Speech Craft Workshop

Is fear in the way of your
success? Are you afraid to
stand up and speak in front of
others? If you are, you're not
alone. According to The Book
of Lists, speaking in public
is the number one fear held
by most people. But you can
conquer that fear, painlessly
and enjoyably, by attending a
Speech Craft program.

Hosted by Canton
Toastmasters, the Speech
Craft Workshops are 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Mondays from Sept.
28-Nov. 16 at the Canton
Coney Island, 8533 N. Lilley
in Canton. Cost is $10 for
eight sessions.

Speech Craft is a program
to develop your public speak-
ing abilities. It’s not done in
a classroom, and you don’t
receive a grade. Experienced
Toastmasters present the
fundamentals of public speak-
ing in a relaxed and enjoy-
able atmosphere. Through
participation you will become
an experienced and poised
speaker.

Speech Craft will help you
communicate more effec-
tively at work and at home.
Speech Craft will improve
performance in meeting the
public, conducting business
meetings, motivating people,
interviewing for jobs, selling
ideas or products and solving
problems.

For more information, call
Joy Rooke (734-748-2359) or
Bonnie Hilberer (734.-646-
2237).

AAUW meets

The Plymouth/Canton
branch of the American
Association of University
Women invites all those inter-
ested in advancing equity
for women and girls through
advocacy, education, phi-
lanthropy and research to
attend its branch meeting,
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 17,
at the Plymouth Community
Arts Council, 774 N. Sheldon
in Plymouth (located on

°

A-maze-ing event

The Maybury Farm Corn Maze begins Sept. 19 and runs through Nov. 8. Hours
are Fridays from 5-9 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays from 1-9 p.m. The
maze includes a hayride to and from the Maze (last wagon leaves for the
Maze at 8 p.m.). Those who successfuily complete the Maze will be entered
in a drawing to take place on Nov. 10 for a $500 Meijer Gift Card (must be

18 years or older to enter). Maybury Farm is located at 50165 Eight Mile
between Beck and Napier (do not enter at the State Park continue west for ?
mile). Parking is complimentary. Admission is $6 for chiidren 3-9 and $8 for
everyone else (does include the Corn Maze). Two years and under are free
and welcome to visit our KIDDIE MAZE. Please visit Maybury’s Web site
www.northvillecommunityfoundation.org or call (248) 374-0200 during
business hours.

Sheldon just north of North
Territorial).

The meeting will feature
a presentation by Ashley
Higgins on her experience
at the National Conference
for College Women Student
Leaders.

AAUW membership is open
to all. For more information
contact Esther Nelson at enel-
sonlc@att.net or (734) 981-

Canton. Register to play by
calling Debby at (734) 282-
2340 or dtorzy@hotmail.com

Support Mass

Widowed men and women
are invited to celebrate
Mass together and stay for
refreshments and fellowship
on Sunday, Sept. 20, at St.
Thomas a’Becket Church, 555
S. Lilley Road (just south of

4938. Cherry Hill) in Canton.
Please check in by 2:15 p.m.,
Call for crafters Mass is at 2:30. The event
The Delta Kappa Gamma is sponsored by Widowed

Education Society hosts its
annual juried, handmade-
only Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. Saturday, Oct. 17, at West
Middle School in Plymouth.

The event will feature some
1,500 customers, food and
drawings.

Hand-made and juried art
and crafts will be sold from 9
am until 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 17 at West Middle
School. The Delta Kappa
Gamma Educational Society
sponsors this show and uses
all of the proceeds to pro-
vide college scholarships for
Plymouth Canton students.

Call Sandy Downs at (734)
340-4229 or e-mail Judy

Friends, a peer group in the
AOD. Come meet new friends
in a safe, friendly setting.

For more information,
call Pat, (734) 459-5508, or
Justine, (734) 455-6939.

MomZMom sale

The Plymouth Canton
Mothers of Multiples host
their semi-annual Mom-to-
Mom sale Saturday, Sept. 26
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at
West Middle School, 44401
Ann Arbor Trail, at Sheldon
Road, in Plymouth.

Admission is $1, cash only,
strollers are welcome after
10 a.m. This is a department
store style sale with boys and

Stone at JBSTONE716@ girls fall and winter clothing,
COMCAST.NET ranging in size from newborn
: up to size 10 along with toys,
Euchre mqht baby gear, strollers and mater-
The Plymouth Canton
Kiwanis Breakfast Club

hosts a euchre tournament
Saturday, Sept. 26, at the
Summit on the Park’s Maple/
Oak Room.

Registration starts at 7 p.m.,
with the games beginning at
7:30 p.m. The event will fea-
ture lots of prizes with a cash

nity clothes.

Contact pcmoms@
hotmail.com” target=_
blank>pcmoms@hotmail.com
with any questions.

Pet a Pet

PET-A-PET Inc. is look-
ing for enthusiastic, friendly
pets and their owners to visit
facilities one hour a month.
Pets must be up to date with
vaccinations, proof required.

Visits to Heartland-Canton
on the second Wednesday at
6:30 p.m.; call Pat Glinski,
(313) 278-4428. Visits to
Heartland-Plymouth on the
fourth Wednesday at 6:30
p-m.; call Lyn Ehrman, (734)
455-4885.

Art exhibit

An exciting and intensely
private collection of 19th
century paintings will be on
display at the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill through Sept.
27. This exhibit will feature
over 30 pieces of art collected
by Judy and David Johnson,
Washtenaw County residents
for the past 32 years.

The couple has developed
a keen eye and has slowly
acquired a collection rang-
ing from unknown artists to
well-known American and
European painters such as
Henry Schouten, a 19th cen-
tury Belgian painter, Henry
Rankin Poor and David
Johnson, the latter two promi-
nent American artists.

Presently, they have expand-
ed their tastes to include por-
traits, Middle-Eastern paint-
ings (Orientalist art), marine
and Chinese pieces. The
Johnsons’ enthusiasm for and
interest in farming has also
led them to include numerous
works featuring landscapes
and various animals in their
collection. The Johnsons’ cur-
rent collection is comprised
equally of 19th century works
and 20th century pieces and
includes sculptures.

Admission to the gallery is
free and the public is welcome
to view this exhibit at the
Gallery@VT: Monday-Friday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; during
public performances; and by
appointment by calling (7349
394-5308.

Health screening

Meijer Pharmacy, located

on Ford Road at Canton

Center, holds its monthly
health screening clinic 8 a.m.

to noon, Thursday, Oct. 1.

Cholesterol, diabetes, and
liver function screening are
available at a very affordable
cost.

Appointments are requlred
contact the pharmacyfor - .
details at (734) 844«-2733

Scrapbooklnq fund-
raiser

The Salvation Army of
Plymouth and Creative
Memories consultant Cassie
Hull are teaming up to bost
an all-day Scrapbooking event
to help raise funds for the
Salvation Army’s Coats for
Kids program.

Those interested in scrap-
booking can join us for
the Sept. 26 event, called
Croptoberfest, from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. at a cost of $35, which
includes 12 hours of scrap-
booking, meals, and a goodie
bag. There is also a half-day
option of six hours for $20.

For more information, or
to register, contact Cassie at
the Salvation Army at (734)
453-5464, or by e-mail at
cassiekh@gmail.com. Those
unable to attend can still help
the Coats for Kids program by
donating $15 to help purchase
a coat for a child in need. The
Salvation Army is located at
9451 8. Main St. in Plymouth.

Crafters wanted

The Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters (PCMB) is
hosting its Annual Holiday
Arts and Crafts Ensemble on
Saturday, Nov. 21. Exhibitors
who hand-craft their own
items are invited to submit an
application to exhibit at the
fund-raising event to be held
at Plymouth High School in
Canton. The juried art event
is produced twice each year
by the PCMB to help support
the band and color guard
programs at the Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park.

Over the last four years, -
over 7,000 attendees have
visited the PCMB Arts & Craft
Ensembles. ;

Plymouth High School is
located at 8400 Beck Road in
Canton, Mich. The Holiday
Arts & Craft Ensemble will be
held from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.
on Nov. 21; In addition to over
100 exhibits, there will be
food, a raffle, and entertain-
ment by local musicians and
artists throughout the day.
Admittance is $2.
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bar and food for purchase.
The Summit is located at
46000 Summit Parkway in

. Cameron .
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Build a Bracelet of Memories
Add to your collection- or start a new one. Choose from hundreds of Pandora
pieces flown in especially for this 2-day event. Shop early for the best selection.
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PUBLIC SAFETY |

A4 (C) Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, September 17, 2009 § Online at homet0wn|ifG.C0m
cmME .CRIME WATCH
FROM PAGE Police nab suspected broken into around the same
: time in the parking lot of the
» Continuing a community champagne thief nearby Emagine theater.

police program that assigns
teams of officers to certain geo-
graphic areas, allowing closer
interaction with residents and
business owners.

¢ Building on a Community
Watch Program, like the one
in Gagan’s neighborhood, that
encourages residents and busi-
ness owners to become watch-
dogs for each other and to report
crimes or suspicious activity.

» Using the township’s Crime
Analysis Unit to identify where
crime patterns are occurring
and to place more police patrols
in those areas.

Just recently, Canton police
also stepped up crime-fighting
efforts by forming a close part-
nership with Crime Stoppers
of Michigan and giving options
to people who want to anony-
mously report crimes. They may
call (800) SPEAK-UP, logen to
www.1800.speakup.org or text a
tip to 274637, or CRIMES.

Gagan said she encourages
people to beware of potential
criminals, particularly amid an
economic downturn that can
spur higher crime rates. She
said everyone, even in the safest
communities, needs to take pre-
cautions such as locking their
doors and windows.

“I think we've all become just
a little bit more aware of what’s
going on around us,” she said.

“I don’t like people walking too
close behind me, and I keep my
purse in an area that I know is
going to be safe.”

Santomauro praised the
Canton police and community
atlarge for maintaining a com-
parably low crime rate.

“It is a compliment to the
organization and the com-
munity that our crime rates
have remained low throughout
the past year of economic and
demographic changes,” he said.

For more information on
Canton’s public safety programs
and statistics, log on to www.
cantonpublicsafety.org or call
the police community relations
office at (734) 394-5424.

,‘0vera!kl Vient Per1,000 | Property Per1,000 | Total PerMm)
Crime Ranking | Community Population |Crimes* Residents | Crimes*  Residents | Crimes® Residents
3 Canton 84506 | 120 142 | 1546 1829 | 1666 1971
1| Clinton Twp. 96,315 | 328 341 | 2494 25.89 | 2,822 29.30
15 Dearborn §1482 | 385 440 | 4350 4972 | 4735 5413
12 Dearborn Hgts. 52,538 | 208 396 | 1,396  26.57 | 1,604 30.53
6 | FarmingtonHills 78602 | 144  1.83 | 1,621 20.62 | 1,765 22.45
e Livonia 92329 | 132 143 | 2403 2278 | 2,235 24.21
9 Novi 54980 | 64 116 | 1,304 2372 | 1,368 24.88
16 Pontiac 66366 | 1253 18.88 | 2,539 38.26 | 3792 5714

5 Royal Oak 57008 | 13 198 | 1144 2004 | 1257 2202

4 St.Clair Shores 60,335 | 137 227 | 1148 1903 | 1,285 :21.3q

2 | Shelby Twp. 72030 | 108 150 | 1181 1640 | 1,289 17.90
14 Southfield 75024 | 507 | 676 | 3,068 40.89 3’,575 4765
7. | Troy 80,491 k§4"k w7 | 1852 2301 | 1946 2438
10 | Waterford 0676 | 232 328 | 1,822 2578 | 2,084 29.06
1| WestBloomfield 63993 | 45 o070 | 858 1341 | 903 :'14;‘11
13 | | Westiand 79944 | 431 539 | 2643 3306 | 3,07 3845
Averages Per 1,000 Residents 372 26.09 | 29.81

* Crime and population figures obtained from FBI's 2008 Year - End Report.
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A woman accused of steal-
ing three bottles of champagne
from a Canton CVS store was
captured after she briefly fled
from police.

The incident began about
2:45 a.m. last Friday at the
CVS store on Cherry Hill east
of Canton Center Road. A
manager notified police of a
woman who left the store with
bottles of champagne in her
purse, after she was told it was
too late to buy them.

When approached by a store
manager, the woman said she
had earlier bought the cham-
pagne and had the receipt in
her car, but she fled in her
vehicle rather than return with
the receipt.

Police arrived and tried to
stop the woman as she left the
parking area, but she eluded
them until she finally pulled
over at Lotz and Douglas.

Tree fall

Police and fire personnel
responded to reports that a
man had fallen about 20 feet
from a tree just before 6 p.m.
Saturday on Canton Center
Road, north of Warren.

Personnel arrived to find the
man lying in the grass under a
tree, near a large branch, a lad-
der and a chainsaw.

The man was talking and
moving his limbs, according
to police, but he appeared
disoriented. He was taken to a
hospital for treatment.

Stolen van

A woman who parked her
van in the area of Ford Road
east of Lotz told police it was
stolen between 1:50 p.m. and
6:30 p.m. Saturday.

The woman parked her Ford
Econoline van when she had
gone to work. She described it
as white with silver stripes on
the back, and she said it had
lettering on it that read “707
Conversion.” She also said the
van had a Shrine Circus license
plate on the front.

A police report indicated
that a similar van had been

»

Was $1,199

Burgundy

Grand Prix swiped

A man went to the Canton
police station to file a report
stating his 2006 Pontiac
Grand Prix bad been stolen
between 12:30 p.m. last Friday
and 7 p.m. Sunday while it was
parked on Stacy, northeast of
Palmer and Haggerty.

The man told police he was
visiting a friend and had gone
to Grand Rapids when the car
was stolen. He said he had
locked the vehicle and taken
the keys with him.

Jewelry heist

A woman reported that jew-
elry was stolen from her home
and the contents of her gar-
bage can had been dumped in
her kitchen oven of her home
on Edenbrooke, northeast of
Cherry Hill and Lilley. She
said her garbage can also was
missing.

The woman noticed the van-
dalism and missing items on
Monday morning, after she and
her son earlier found the front
door of the home unlocked. The
woman said it was unusual the
door would be unlocked.

Trailer screening

A woman who lives on Mott,
east of Ridge and north of
Michigan Avenue, told police
she was sitting on her porch
when she noticed a man stand-
ing at a nearby residence with
a window screen in his hands
about 11 p.m. last Friday. She
noticed him talking to someone
else inside the mobile home.

The woman said she then
saw someone walk up from the
other side of the trailer, and
then both of the men walked
away.

Police arrived and eventually
talked to a man who lived at the
residence, who said he left a win-
dow unlocked but it appeared
nothing had been taken.

= Compiled by Darrelf Clem from
Canton Police Department reports
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Cruise kicks off Bob-Lo boat restoration

Remember riding the
boat to Bob-Lo Island?
Remember the names of
those two boats?

One was the Ste. Clair,
the other Columbia. The
former is no more, but the
latter is now the focus of
the SS Columbia Project,
committed to restor-
ing the National Historic
Landmark Vessel to its for-
mer glory.

Plymouth and Canton
residents can relive those
memories at the project’s
first official fund-rais-
ing event, a cruise on the
Detroit River aboard the
M.V. Friendship, 2-5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19.

The event will celebrate
the beginning of work on
the ship and to raise aware-
ness and resources for the
full restoration of the SS
Columbia, the Bob-Lo boat
that plied the waters of the
Detroit River for 89 years.

From 19-year-old deck-
hand to full Captain of the
Columbia, Captain Art
Herrala will be on board
to share 43 seasons of life
stories, including, finding

BILL TAYLOR AND THE MARINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DETROIT

Noted marine photographer Bill Taylor took this photo of the SS Columbia
during the interwar period.

and reminisce about this
magnificent floating time
machine as they dine on
pizza delivered by the JW.
Westcott II mail boat and
view both the Columbia
and its sister ship, the Ste.
Claire. Guests will have the
opportunity, if they would
like, to share their memo-
ries on camera for the ben-
efit of generations to come.

the love of his life because
of the Columbia. Joel Stone
of the Detroit Historical
Society, whe crewed as a
DJ aboard the Columbia,
is compiling music for the
cruise to span the 89 years
of the ship’s journeys to
Bob-Lo Island.

Guests are invited to
bring their own memo-
rabilia, share memories,

Participants will begin
their journey back in time .
steps from where the
Columbia was launched 107
years earlier.

The Friendship will
depart from the dock
behind the Portofino
Restaurant, 3455 Biddle
Ave., Wyandotte. The dock
adjoins the site where the
Columbia was built in 1902,
Boarding will begin at 1:30
p.m. Suggested donation is

'$30 per person. Additional

information about the
cruise and the SS Columbia
can be found at www.ssco-
lumbia.org or by calling
(212) 228-3128.

Built in 1902, the
Columbia is America’s old-
est surviving passenger
steamship, and one of only
two remaining works by
one of our greatest naval
architects, Detroit native
Frank E. Kirby. Donations
to the project can be made
by calling (248) 546-9712,
electronically at www.
sscolumbia.org or by send-
ing a check to SS Columbia
Project, 1574 Westbrook Dr.,
Madison Heights MI 48071.

SAV

$59

Lock-In Your Home Heating Oil
At Low Pre-Season Prices!

What does Fixed Price Mean?
As the winter cold draws near,

you can almost be assured the
price of Heating Oil will rise.

With Atlas’ Fixed Price option you
can lock in today’s low pre-season
price all winter long.

HURRY
ACT FAST!!!

Don'’t overpay for Heating Qill
Atlas’ Fixed Price is only available
until September 30th, so act fast!

Sign up today!!!

For more information call
800-878-2000 or go to
www.atlasoil.com/HomeHeat

A ATLAS

i COMPANY

Fuel Distribution & Supply Management
24501 Ecorse Rd. Taylor, Mi 48180

W-W seeks line of
credit to cover costs

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

No one is immune to
Michigan’s poor economy and
getting paid late just adds to the
cash flow problem.

That’s the situation causing
the Wayne-Westland Board -
of Education to authorize the
administration to seek a $6 mil-
lion line of credit. The money
won't be borrowed unless neces-
sary.

“More than 50 percent of
Michigan school districts are
in the situation of borrowing.
We've avoided doing it for 10
or 12 years,” said Gary Martin,
deputy superintendent of
administrative and business
services.

The district has been drawing
down its fund balance — effec-
tively a savings account — for
several years, Martin said, leav-
ing it currently at $10 million
or 9 percent of the general fund
budget.

The state’s change of its fiscal

year to an Oct. 1 start means
the school districts don't receive
a state aid payment until three
months after the start of their
fiscal year. As a result, Martin
said the district can have a cash
flow problem, hence the need
for the line of credit.

“We run many federal pro-
grams that require funding
and then we get reimburse-
ment,” Martin said. “There are
two ways to borrow. We could
borrow from the state, but the
line of credit will be more cost-
effective. The problem is that
the state gives you the money
in a lump sum. With the line of
credit, we can borrow only what
we need at intermittent times.”

The district won't borrow
on the line of credit unless it
becomes necessary, Martin
said.

“In 2000, the state was on the
same fiscal year as the us, but
was having financial and cash
flow problems,” he said. “They
put that problem on the schools
by changing their fiscal year.”

Northland
248-443-4520
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complete pair of eyeglasses
Includes any frame regularly
priced up to $150; plus,
single vision, lined bifocals or
no-line bifocals’

Lakeside
586-566-2766

Our Doctor or Yours — We fill all prescriptions. Convenient eye exam appointments available.t
We Accept Most Vision Care Plans.

Westland
734-458-5588.

the magic of

*TICCY

*Qffer includes standard no-line Instinctive bifocals. Additional charge may be applied for strong prescription. Other progressives, specialty lenses and
lens options are additional. Designer sunglass frames not included. Complete pair purchase required. Some exclusions may apply.
**Valid prescription is required. ¥Must purchase an annual supply of contact lenses to receive home delivery. Additional charge for overnight delivery.
Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care pian, package pricing or prior orders. Selection varies by location. tEye exams performed by
+ independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. See optician for details, Offer ends October 1, 2009.

For the location nearest you, call 1-888-889-EYES

~ Macy's Optical |

248-597-2956
Twelve Oaks
248-344-6994

Contact Lens Stock-Up Sale —15% off ALL Brands!™*

Free Home Delivery is Available!*

QOakland
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